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NOTE TO THE THIRD EDITION

A NUMBER of statistical tables have been enlarged and soma new
matter has been added in the last chapter to bring the book up
to date. Otherwise no important changes have been introduced
in this edition.

June 1933 D. R. GADGIL

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

OxLg a few changes, mostly of an unimportant character, have
been, made in the reprinting of the first edition. I have omitted
the Bibliography as it was already disproportionately long and
would have become much longer if I had tried to bring it to date.

Tt wag necessary in bringing out a second edition to continue
this sketch of Indian Industrial Evolution to the present; and
I have done this by adding a new chapter dealing with all
aspects of the period after 1914. J havé chosen this course, as
to incorporate the mew material at various places in the old
chapter would have entailed too great an overhauling of the
original text. The extent, then, of the modification of conclu-
sioms, etec., necessitated by the events of the War and post-War
i)eriods, iz indicated in the new additional chapter, the main
body of the work heing still a sketeh of evolution up to 1914.

I have to thank many friends for help in the preparation
snd printing of this edition; amongst these, I must make parti-
cular mention of Mr. 8. B. Deshpande, B. Litt. (Oxon), of the
Bombay Labour Office. He has rendered me invaluable service
by bringing to my notice various publications and by making
many valuable suggestions and eriticisms.

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

THE work now published was first written as a thesis for the
degree of Master of Letters of Cambridge TUniversity. It is
printed here—except for a few verbul nlterations—nlmost  in
the same form as the thesisn, What has been atte'rrﬁ]ﬁed in the
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following pages is a sketeh of the ecomomic history of India
from the fifties of the lasi century to the beginning of the War
in 1914. 1 have not broughi this sketch up to date, mainly
because of the fact that the shock imparted by the War to the
economic equilibrium of the world has been very great; and
the conditions obtaining even to-day are not normal enongh
to enahle us to measure aceurately the effects of the events
of the last deeade.

The subject is a wide one; and vet the only dramatic event
in this eeonomic transition is, perhaps, the decline of the old
handierafis. The collapse of these was indeed sudden and
complete. In other respects the events move on with a slow
pace and a dull monotony. The most considerable change has
been in the scope and methods of eommerce—a change brought
about by the great development of the methods of transport,
especially since the fifties of the last century. This great deve-
lopment of transport faecilities during the latter half of the nine-
teenth century has, indeed, been put forward as a reason for the
slow and one-gided progress of the industrial evolution in India.
It might well be argued that a less rapid spread of the means of
communication might have given o breathing-spuce to the old
handicrafts in which to readjust their organization and their
methods to the new conditions. Oun the other hand, it might be
said that this would have meant only stagnation, Tn the domain
of agriculture the most eonsiderable change has been the com-
mercialization of agriculture. But the really serious aspeet of the
question is the problem of population. The burden on land
seems, if anything, to be increasing, as is evidenged by the steady
proportion of the food-grain area in the total area cultivated, in
spite of the rapid increase, during the last few decades, in the
area of land under the plough. This fact also saliently brings
out the close connexion between agricultursl and industrial pros-
perity, and the necessity of s greater impetus to the growth
of industries for relieving the pressure on land. The chief pro-
gress in the industries was made by two factory industries and
one plantation industry, Otherwise the progress is small, dis-
connected and decidedly one-sided. It must be here pointed
out that we bave no reason to believe that the economic eon-
ditions obtaining in Tndin are very different from those which
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obtaized in the west in former times. I have tried to show,
especially in the remarks about the scarcity of factory labour
and in the chapter on the organization of urban industries, that
the lines of evolution have been the same as have been noticed
in most countries of the west. The future is not so rosy as one
wonld like to believe. A sudden growth of industries, such as
took place in many European countries during the nineteenth
century, seems improbable. The progress will be slow. No
big industries requiring complicated machinery or a thorough
use of by-products are likely to apring up. The chief direction
of the progress will be that of the accessory industrier and
industries chiefly conneeted with agricultural operations or with
the *further working up of raw agricultural produce grown in
the country. )

The subject I have chosen is a very wide and a difficult one
and T found it impossible to treat it with any fullness within
the space usually permitted for a thesis, Consequently, I
have had to omit many important aspeets, e.g., the growth of
banking, from consideration, and nlso to be =satisfied with a
mere mention of many other gquestions. I have attempted to
sketch briefly the course of recent cconomic history, and to
estimate the nature and extent of the ebanges in organization
of Indian agriculture and industry. 1 can lay no elaim to any
novel views or even originality of treatment. My only excuse
far embarking upon such a difficult task is the almost entire
absence of any works on the recent economic history of Indin;
and I shall feel amply repaid if this work induces some abler
student to take up this neglected but all-important question.

I cannot fully express in words what T owe to Mr. H. D.
Hendersen of Clare College, Cambridge. It was entirely owing
to lLis kind encouragement that I undertook the work, and his
criticisin and suggestions have always been of the greatest
value. T have likewise to thank Mr. W. 8. Thatcher of
Fitzwilliam Hall for some valuable suggestions. My thanks are
also due to my friend, Mr. J. V. Joshi, for his help with regard
fo the publication of this work.
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