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ECONOMISTANDpolitical ana-
lyst Dr.Ajit Ranade was termi-
nated as the Vice Chancellor of
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics (GIPE)asofSaturday
afternoon. He was issued a ter-
mination letter by Chancellor,
BibekDebroy after a fact finding
committee found that his candi-
dature does not conform to the
established norms set forth by
the University Grants
Commission (UGC)guidelines.

Some students and staff of
GIPE had first approached
Kaustubh Patil, advocate of
Bombay High Court one and a
half years ago to fight against
Ranade's appointment.

Asper UGCnorms, "Persons
of the highest level of compe-
tence, integrity, morals and in-
stitutional commitment are to
be appointed as Vice-
Chancellors. The Vice-
Chancellor to be appointed
should be a distinguished acade-
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mician, with a minimum of ten
years of experience as Professor
in a University system or ten
years of experience in an equiv-
alent position in a reputed re-
search and I or academic admin-
istrative organization".

Chancellor Debroy had set-
up a Fact-Finding Committee
(FFC) to examine the Show
Cause Notice issued to Ranade
by the former Chancellor, Dr.
Rajiv Kumar onjune 27, 2024. '
The FCCrecommended removal
ofRanade from his position, fol-
lowing which Debroy issued a
termination letter.

The FFC has had several
meetings, including a physical
meeting at Gokhale Institute of
Politics and Economics (GIPE),
Pune on September 13 and
heard Ranade's defence. The FFC

recommendation as quoted in
the termination letter to Ranade
stated, "The Committee, after
careful consideration, is of the
opinion that Dr. Ajit Ranade's
candidature does not conform to
the established norms set forth
by the. University Grants
Commission (UGC)guidelines. It
is, therefore, legally untenable
for him to continue in the role of
Vice-Chancellor, as his appoint-
ment fai!s to meet the requisite
legal and regulatory criteria for
such a position. Consequently,
the Committee strongly recom-
mends the removal of Dr. Ajit
Ranade from his position as
Vice-Chancellor of GIPE,Pune,'

In June, GIPE had issued a
show cause notice to Ranade for
allegations of misrepresentation
and unacceptable conduct. Inthe
notice Ranade was accused of
suppressing material informa-
tion at the time of his appoint-
ment' including falsifyingrequi-
site qualifications,' wilfully
misrepresenting facts to the
University Grants Commission
(UGC),the Government of'India,

and the Government of
Maharashtra, creating frivolous
posts within the institute, result-
ing in substantial financial mis-
management".

While Ranade had not re-
sponded to the show cause no-
tice on time, later speaking at a
press conference he had said, "I
did not submit my bio-data (for
the position ofV-C).Iwas invited
by the search and selection com-
mittee and, after that, I submit .:
ted my bio-data,".

Aformer GIPEfaculty mem-
ber Murali Krishna had filed an
RTIwith the UGCthat there was
a violation of regulations in the
appointment of Ranade as v-C.
Onjanuary 15,a letter from UGC
was addressed to the then GIPE
chancellor RajivKumar.

"We repeatedly brought this
matter to the Institute's atten-
tion. However, the administra-
tion of Gokhale Institute has not
taken any appropriate action.
On September 11.at a press con-
ference, we demanded criminal
action against Dr. Ranade and
the selection committee.

Otherwise we were going to
protest the visit of Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at
GIPE'sconvocation on October
5 by waving black flags.This es-
calated the procedure", Murali
said.

Ranade for 18 years till
February 2022 had served as the
President and Chief Economist
at the Aditya Birla Group. Pati!,
who represents the protesting
members of GIPEsaid, "Those
heading the protests against'
Ranade allege that Ranade was
financial advisor of many MNCs.
He was appointed so through
that medium the ruling party
would benefit financially".

The committee which ap-
pointed Ranade involved names
like In light of his termination,
Ranade said, "Thisis truly unfor-
tunate and a shocking decision.
For the past two and half years, I
have been working diligently
and to the best ofmy ability,con-
tributing to positive develop-
ments in the institute. These re-
sults seem to have been
completely ignored".


