Voters up 34.6 lakh, -
female-to-male
ratio rises to 922
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Pune: The state electorate
has increased by 34.6 lakh to
nearly 9.2 crore voters for the
2024 Lok Sabha poll from ap-
proximately 8.8 crore in 2019.
Of these, 4.8 crore are men
and 4.4 crore women.

Aggressive door-to-door
registrations and a function-
ing online voter registration
system havenot only helped a

_highernumber of women vot-
ersregister but also scaled up
first-time voters in the 18-19
age group.

Officials from -the chief
electoral office said the special
summary revision programme
and the door-to-door survey
campaign for updating electo-
ralrolls helped add voters.

“Names of 24.331akh voters

- were added in the draft electo-
ral roll of October 2023 under
revision programme . and
about 20.21 lakh names were
deleted. Therefore, 412 lakh
electors were added in all, tak-
ing total number of electors in
thefinal roll to9.13 crore.”

In revision drives carried
out in 2023 to update data on
names and addresses and for
enrolling new voters, registra-
tion of women electors was
higher than of male voters.
While there was anet increase
of 1.01 crore men covered by
theexercise, there wasan even
more significant increase of
3.08 crore in women electors
covered by it. Self-help groups,
anganwadi workers, and
housing societies helped re-
ach out to more women, im-

. proving the ratio of femaleto

malevoters from 917 to 922.

Anjali Radkar, a demogra-
pher with Gokhale Institute
of Politics and Economics,
said, “Studiesshowthat wom-
en live longer, so there will be

more women voters in the 50-

plus group,” she added.

Third gender registra-
tions were up by 572 and those
of service votersincreased by
15,141. Service voters are
those on poll duty who are al-
lowed to cast their votes
through postal ballot.

New Electors May Decide
Voting Trends

Campus drives in colleges
and organizations ensured
the addition of 6.70 lakh new
electors in the 18-19 age group
and 8.33 lakh electors in the
20-29 age group.

In the first group, there
were 3,48,691 (0.38% of total
voter population) names in
thedraft roll which increased
t010,18,993 (1.12%) in the final
list in Jan. Second group had
1,55,11,376 (17.8%) in the draft

Ram

roll which rose to 1,63,44,872
(17.91%) in the final list.

Chandrakant Bhujbal, a
poiitical analyst from Politi-
cal Research and Analyzes -
Bureau, said voting trends in
the upcoming election will be
shaped by ballots from new
electors and women.

“Urban areas have shown
anincrease in voters. Therole
of the newly included electo-
rate (women and youth) will
be important. Voting trends
will also depend on which
party the young voters favour.
Polling booths have not in-
creased but they have been
shifted. for voters’ conve-
nience,” headded.

HOW THE NUMBERS STACK UP
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