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BT Separate paging is given lo this Par!, in order that it may be filed as'a separate compilation.

PART V.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOUNGIL OF THE GOVERNOR GEHERAL OF INDIA.

Abstract of the Proccedings of the Council of the Governor General of
India, assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under
the Provisions of the Act of Parliament 24 § 25 Vic., Cap. 67.

The Council met at Government House on Friday, the 12th November 1869.

PRESENT:
His Excellency The Viceroy and Governor Generatof Invia, K.P., G.C.S.I., Presiding.
His Honour the Licurenant Goverxor of BeNGAL. -
The Honourable G. NosLe TAvLor.
Major General The Honourable Sir M. M. Duraxp, C.B., K.C.S.L
The Honourable Jony STRACHEY.
The Honourable I. R. CocKERELL.
The Honourable D. Cowie.
Colonel The Honourable R. StrAcHEY.
The Honourable F. S. Cuapyax.
The Honourable J. R. BuLLEN SyiTH.

The Honourable Mr. Chapman and the Honourable Mr. Bullen Smith each took the

oath of allegiance, and the oath that he would faithfully discharge the duties of his office.

Mr. H. S. MAINE.

His Exceriency tae Presipent moved the following Resolution :—
««This Council, entertaining a high sense of the conspicuous ability displayed by Mr.

H. S. Maine during the time that he held office as Law-Member of the Council of the Governor
General, hereby expresses to him its cordial thanks for his long, faithful, and valuable service
—its deep regret at his departure, and hearty wishes for his future welfare and happiness.™

v.-—115



390

s ExceLLENcY said:i— h 1 . ;
“The duty I propose to ask the Council to perform on this our first meeting after

i \ It is puin('u} hecause we are
) ing i i e a painful and agreeable one. ; :
e e Rl el Y rom among us of an able and most

uni \ X i our regret at the departure fl o s
vgllltxfltll)léocgl(la::éﬁeﬂlal;«lxl'ggtble becabus? it is :'l!ways gratifying to be allowed to participate 1 2
recognition of private worth and public service. o elt s

¢ Gientlemen, the dislinguiﬂ}ml man who has lately .ccase(l to be a me,l]“'ltfl :‘)n'?l;,ilc dx])l(i ‘5",
from a very early period of his life ex]nlnth evidences of th'ilt capacity whicl en:
in after years to perform so much good service to his country. e

¢ During his University career he was one of the first classigul scl.xo.l:llls ?l Irlléd‘l\] o

" proficiency in the study of Law causc.d him to hg elected R(:‘gms Pl(])fCSa().lUO t]mdultfies 5
the University of Cambridge, and !lc af‘t’c‘rwm'ds discharged with much success the
Reader on Jurisprudence in the Middle Temple. ) ¥

« He rapidly rose to cminence as a lawyer, but more parncularly)as a jurist, un(d‘ the
lectures which he delivered, both as Cambridge-Professor and also as Reader in the Muld_le
Temple, formed -the basis of that remarkable work which is now_estoemcd, not only in

_ Pngland; Dut on the Continent, as one of the standard books on Jurisprudence, namely, his

work on ¢ Ancient Law.’

*“Such was his early career.

“Jn 1862 he was nominated by the then Secretary of State, Lord Ialifax, as Law-
Member of the Council of the Governor General,

«He came to Indiain that year, and with the exception of six months till the other
day, lie laboured continuously and industriously in the arduous duties of his office.

¢ Although, when he came to India, the great Acts which form the foundation of modern
Indian written Law had been passed, and the Penal Code and the Codes of Civil and
Criminal Procedure, which were the work of many able and distinguished men, were in
existence, yet, still, under Mr. Maine’s auspices was completely developed that even continued
course of annual well-considered legislation which has, I believe, conferred much benefit
upon this country, and the necessity of which is now recognized by all classes in India.

¢ Among the 209 Acts which were placed on the Statute-book during his tenure of

—office, the great majority of which were actually drawn under his personal supervision. and

all of which were, more or less, carefully eriticized and considered by him, are to be found
measures which embrace every important branch of Indian polity.

“There are to be found among them many measures which deal with the most important
questions of general and local taxation, with the administration of justice, both civil and
criminal, and, on more than one occasion, with the organization of the Police of the country.

~ “Among them are to be found Acts which deal with difficult and complicated ques-
tions connected with the tenure and improvement of land, with our works of irrigation and
those of inland navigation.

‘¢ Many statutes were passed under Mr. Maine’s direction for the development of our
commerce and trade, aud on social subjects important Acts were inaugurated by liim, which
deal with the difficult questions of Marriuge and Divoree, and with Emigration and Lluropean
Vagrancy. %

“ It is of course to be expected that, in acountry like this, where free discussion in the
P.ress and otherwise is generally practised, some difference of opinion may exist as to the
wnsdon_l and prudence of some of his measures, but no one will deny that, to the consinderal;ion
of the important questions with which he had to deal, Mr. Maine invariably brought profound

-legal knowledge, much ingenuity, great originality, and latterly vastexperience and an amount
of judicial fairness that was very remarkable,

- ‘“In the advocacy of those measuves, as far as I could judge, he exhibited all the keen-
ness of the pleader, combined with the impartiality of the ji\dge, and by the gift of cloqlrcnce
and facility of expression with which he was endowed, he was enabled to bplacc before his
colleagues and the public sound views and wise maxims in the most attractive form. ‘

¢« The departure of such a man from among us must be looked upon at any time :

en MRS . A \ y tune as a
great public loss ; but it is peculiarly so at this moment, in such an epoch in the history of tl
country as that at which we have arrived. % =

: « We are now emerging, I may say have almost emerged, from what has heen called a
system of discretionary government. :

Hiz”
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£¢ I.n t].m early days of our rule, the system of discretionary government was to a great
extent inevitable, and was necessarily practised throughout a large portion of this empire.
But now, as civilization has advanced, as our power has been consolidated, as our authority is
thoroughly established and intelligence is becoming more rapidly developed, it follows, almost
as a matter of course, that our rule must be conducted according to the forms ‘and procedure
of written law, and of statutes hased on those priuciples which wise men of every age, class,
and creed have thought best for the good government of mankind.

“Tar be it from me to deny that discretionary government and rule by personal influence

have not performed a great mission in this counfry. It has great advantages, and I would
~>go further, and say that even still in some distvicts in India the retention of it may for some

period be a necessity ; but no one can deny that all Governments in civilized countries, to be
strong, uniform and just, must be administered according to those published statutesand well-
Known laws which in every country are considered by the wisest and best of men to be indis-
pensable to freedom of action and of thought, and to the security of property and life.

“In the great work of the education of the people Mr. Maine invariably took a lively and
practical interest.

¢« In all the discussions that took place during his tenure of office on that interesting and
all-importaut question, his opinions, delivered with great authovity and weight, were esteemed
and valued by all classes in this country, and his eloquent addresses during the three years
that he filled the oflice of Vice-Chancellor of the Caleutta University are not among the least
of his public services, and will long be remembered by the youths of Bengal.

“But it was not ouly as a legislator and a philanthropist that Mr. Maine was enabled to
perform great service to the State; in the lixccutive Council of the empire he was always
found a wise councillor, an impartial adviser, and a minister of originality, sagacity, and resource.

“In common with the rest of his colleagues, I deeply deplore hisloss, for 1 always found
him ready to labour on any subject or in any matters, even though not directly connected with
his Department, in which his assistance was required ; and I am sure my colleagues will agree
with me that his genial temper, his deference to the opinions of others,his modesty and forbear-
ance, and the interesting way in which he always advanced or clucidated his opinions, made
a discussion with him on difficult and important matters asagreeable as it was instructive.

< He has departed from among us, but we may hope that, as he isstill young and strong,
so much knowledge and so much experience will not be lost to India. Ile never informed me
of his intentions as to his future carveer. 1 know little of his aspirations or of his wishes. It
is quite possible that, after so many years of labour in this climate, he may naturally wish for
comparative repose. But I am sure [ only express the unanimous opinion of this Council in
saying that, whether it be in the Senate, the Council, or on the Judicial Bench at Heme, the
Indian public will still hope for a continuance of those services from which it has already so
much benefited ; and we may be sure that, whatever sphere he may select for active exertion
the influence of his great experience, learning, and eloquence will be strongly felt and will ever
he exercised for good.

« Gentlemen, I am aware how inadequate are the terms in which I have endeavoured to
recommend this Resolution to your consideration, and that what I have said is hardly worthy
of the conspicuous public services 1 have endeavoured to describe. [ feel that anything that
may be spoken of him to-day will add little to his character or to his fame; but we may be
content to know that the best and most lasting records of his long and able service will be
found in those wise laws which under his auspices were placed on our Statute-hook, in the
eloquent addresses delivered in this chamber, which by the liappy intervention of the Press
have been preserved and given to the publie, and in these numerous and able documents
which have issued from his pen, and which now comprise so valuable 2 portion of Indiun Poli-
tical Literature.”

The Honourable Mr. Cowir:—* My Lord, I have much pleasure in seconding the Reso-
lution which your Lordship has so ably introduced. I have had the good fortune to hold a
seat in this Council with Mr. Maine under three successive Viceroys, and while I would leave
to others more competent than myself to describe his great eminence and talent as a Jjurist, I
readily beav testimony to his eloquence, his industry, and his unfailing courtesy. The two
latter qualities always accompanied bim to the Select Committee room, where, as your Lord-
ship knows, the practical part of this Council's work is chiefly carried on.

“« An opinion was once entertained in some quarters, both here and in England, that Mr.
Maine was too cager for legislation and for the reform of existing laws. 1 confess that at one
time 1 was inclined to share that opinion, Lut I am bound to say that in a minute dated some
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months back, he completely and triumphantly refuted the charge. During his occupancy
of the distinguislied post of Legislative Member of this Council, the following important mea-
sures, specially affecting commerce and trade, have become law :—

Act VI. of 1864, consolidating and amending the law as to Sea Cus'toms:

Act II1. of 1863, defining the rights and liabilities of common carriers :

Act V. of 1866, for summary procedure on Bills of Exchange, guarantees, acceptances,
&e., and assignment of rights under marine and fire policies :

Act X. of 1866, known as the Companies’ Act : and, lastly,

Act XVIII. of 1869, the General Stamp Act. : Z

¢ My Lord, the bankers, merchaunts, and traders of India are all, more or less, 1}1(1e})tecl
to this Council for the valuable laws which J have thus briefly enumerated : but they are spe-
cially so indebted to Henry Sumner Maine, and I feel honoured in heing allowed thus ta
second the Resolution which hears testimony to his great merit and his most successful career.

«T heartily concur in your Excellency’s hope -that a brilliant career may yet be open
to him in his native land.” -

~The Honourable Mr. Stracusy :— [ feel, my Lord, that I cannot, as a member of this

Government, remain altogether silent, when this Council is recording its admiration, its
gratitude, and its regrets, on the departure of a wise and most accomplished statesman, who,
for the last seven years, has been the most brilliant ornament of our Indian legislature.

«When, my Lord, Mr. Maine first came to India, the popular belief did not want
expression,—perhaps, indeed, it is a professional belief also,—that practical ability can hardly
co-exist with intellectual refinement and devotion to the study of the abstract principles of
jurispradence. I suppose that no more complete contradiction to this belief was ever given
than that which has been given to it by Mr. Maine’s career in India. Mr. Maine has not
only been a great author and jurist, but a great legislator and statesman. More fortunate,
in this respect, than some of his predecessors in the philosophy of law, Mr. Maine became the
head and the guide of the practical legislation of a great empire.

¢ will not, my Lord, dwell on the details of Mr. Maine’s services to Indian legislation.
because this has been done already by your Excellency and by my Honourable friend Mr.
Cowie. The few remarks which I propose to make will be of a more general character.

I believe, my Lord, that no competent and candid person can deny the general excel-
lence of late Indian legislation. It has been excellent in substance and excellent in form,
and it 13 not too much to say that it will soon be true of India, that there is no country in
the world which possesses more admirable laws. The simple language and scientific arrange-
ment of our recent Acts make them models of which any legislature might be proud.

¢ In one of those admirable addresses to the Calcutta University to which your Excel-
lency has referred, Mr. Maine said that if he were asked to give a rough and popular defini-
tion of law to persons qnite ignorant of if, he should say that law was common sense. ‘A
lawyer,” he said, ¢ cannot do without technical rules any more than a sculptor or a painter;
but still it is universally true that a disposition to over-rate technicalities, or to value them for
their own sake, is the characteristic mark of the journeyman, as distinguished from the artist.
A very technical lawyer will always be a third-rate lawyer.’

«T think that these remarks of Mr. Maine very well describe the character of recent
Indian legislation. It has been the expression of common sense, divested to the utmost
possible extent of all those worthless technicalities which so long in this country, even perhaps
more than in England, usurped the place of rational law. It would be hard to exaggoerate

the beuefit which has been conferred upon India by these excellent enactments, whichcgvery-
body can understand, and which have superseded the cumbrous and contradictory marks of
Judge-made law which our Courts not long ago were forced to administer. Although there
may not be actually less litigation, its character has been simplified. There are fewer disputes
regarding the interpretation to be put upon the law, fewer costly references to counsel and
attorneys, fewer law-suits wasting the time and labour of the Judges, the money and the
patience of the litigants. If, even in England, the maxim ¢ Ipnorance of the law excuses no
one’ renders it desirable that the statutes should be clearly drafted and intelligibly arranged,
how much more is this the case in India, where the bulk of the population is ignorant ofnour
language and our modes of thought, and where competent translators are found with difficulty.

‘“ We cannot acknowledge too fully ‘the value of the work which was thus performed by

Mr. Maine. In §a)'iﬂg this, however, thereis one thing which 1 must not forget, for it is
one that Mr. Maine himself was always the first to declave. I refer, my Lord, to the obliga-
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110 commang j
this Council, Mr., Whitley Stokes. m

1e learned and accomplished S

! : , ecretary to
Taeviall ) While we remember the admirable ex ositions m

to My, Stokel: ft"zl;xls rioﬁgﬁlltﬁg ls;wr:::.lny lm{)ortant laws, we must not forget ?mw n?ié]rlaiiedk&‘é
S A b el iemselves models of terseness and lucidity. -In speakin
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greater acknowledgments than he des%rvz.:wn’ e berdificul dheo e iveioBa Stokes

“ But, as your Excellency h

. : as obser felati :
Indian services. For the last so bserved, legislation was only one part of Mr. Maine’s

~rovernment, taking at all times aivgx;t_years l.le- has been a working member of the Executive
and, in my opinion, unfortunate corlsti::ve'palt S ad Owing to the peculiar,
Council has no definite or separate oﬁic'u{w" o our GO"el'nmenr, a member of the Executive
measures that closely affect the intereI:t re;PoylS}bxhty. He may priginate or may obstruct
bevond the fact that he bel s of millions, yet the public will know little of him
e [ s ongs to that somewhat mysterious body. t] G i
: : : ~omnans that. althouoh 5 VDL A Y, Lle AR General in
measure of importance, aﬂecnﬂg Bdhough Mr. Maine has been concerned in almost ever
before the Government of India for several years past, it 1§ uhacacintryv. which has comy
specifically what his actual share in those measures was. But your Excellency o so. oo
Horourable colleagues in the Executive Council well know how great a power in the State
Mr. Maine has really been, and how active a part he has taken in the practical work of the
Government of India.

¢« Although, my Lord, I cannot now attempt to detail the many claims which Mr. Maine
possesses to our grateful and admiring recollection, there is one other branch of his public
services in India to which your Excellency has referred, and which 1 must briefly notice,—
the services which he performed as Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. 'I'hat the
author of ¢ Ancient Law,’ was no less eminent for his literary acquirements and ability than
for his knowledge as a jurist, it is hardly necessary for me to say ; and his scholastic experience,
his learning, and his broad and sound views as to the truc objects and scope of study will, I
am convinced, be found to have produced a lasting effect on the progress of education in this
country. The key-note of those brilliant addresses to the Calcutta University which signalized
Mr. Maine’s tenure of office was this :—That the object of all study is toattain a knowledge of
the truth; that truth, whether in relation to the external world and its phenomena, or to human
nature and society, and the feelings and influences under which they act, must conform to
the same general conditions; and that the teaching of all true science, to whatever it be
applied, is (to use Mr. Maine’s own words) ¢ continuous sequence, inflexible order, and eternal
law’ He wapned us, in cloquent language, that the genuineness of knowledge is the one
essential consideration, and that the merely literary form in which knowledge is conveyed is
in itself a small matter. Never, he maintained, under any guise of oriental culture or other-
wise, must we teach that which is not true. Attention to these fundamental principles has
nowhere been more required than in India, and at no time is it more required than at present.
By no one have these principles been more clearly or more forcibly enunciated than by Mr.
Maine, and it will be well for the cause of education in India if we follow his weighty
counsels.

“ But, my Lord, while we regret Mr. Maine’s departure, we may, I think, have the
satistaction of feeling that his career, unlike that of many of the distinguished men who leave
India, is not closed.  England is at last beginning to recognize the evils of her shapeless legal
system, and to see the necessity of digesting, and ultimately of codifying, that enormous mass
of statutes, precedents, dicta, and rules of practice which constitute the bulk of her law. In
helping on this work, Mr. Maine’s learning and experience would be especially valuable.

“There are other ways in which he may render seryices perhaps still more useful to his
science, to England, and to India,

‘In his ¢ Ancient Law’ Mr. Maine has shown that the inductive method is the only way
to attain clear notions as to the origin of those elementary legal conceptions which are ‘incor-
porated into our social system ; and the primeval institutions and customs of India which have
been handed down, almost unchanged, to the present generation—such as the village commu-
nity, the undivided family, the practice of adoption taking the place of testation—furnished
him with admirable subjects for the application of that method. The extended knowledge
and experience which Mr, Maine’s residence in India has given him will enable him to pursue
with increased power his scientific researches, and we may hope that he will be able, from the
chair which he is expected to fill at Oxford, to impart to the youth of England, not only
correct principles of jurisprudence, but to extend that intelligent and unselfish interest which

v.—116



394

take in this country and ]
as between nations,

d its history and institu-
are almost always

e beginning to .
i i ret wider
Maine’s teaching may have ayet w

the best minds in England ar i ik i

tions, and to diminish the con . ! '
gne {0 LR alpe lw?i ma{eh:l]')i,i; Zz;eﬂlt(::iﬂlnd phi]osophical mind may gitend beg 31118(1:
i s i i » the relations of two cou s
range ; that the beneficial 1 T f ingle human society, OT the 0 0
: : B s hanol | ken field of International Law
I ol IOt . reach that almost unbroken e 3
e i i i 2 an able to fix th
SllChla'lelng ll?:sd aT::aczlx(Iy giv’en so much of his attention. If there be any man 3 o
::112 );rci;c;ples of this most important of all Dranches 0 '
: ion to his labours to lay the foundation

f jurisprudence, that man 1
s for that complete
« It would be & worthy concllusl' which Whewell reckoned among the most ho])lefll,,..
respect for the authority - of St dwl eace: ¢ the most hopeful” he says, “ because alofg
avenues to that noble ideal, a perpetual peace; tie 7 o a6 a great moral aim.
a .dv see along historical progress, ° e 2
i (S Ay alreddl) L 1 tl‘= of the work which lies before Mr. Maine as a jurist anfl a
3 S enden Q. 3 Rl tactive
s Bllf:' ?1)101;21(11"3;‘1:':2’3)' ﬁ“dyﬂmt he has notaltogether ubandlo “e.(}. ! n}] ?%1121‘1%({3}'] i:x states-
phl]‘lO'SOIl)l;ief}c; \vhicl:h he has been living here. The present ¢e1%%i0n "knowledge. Lungland is
s lxl:alunfﬁie Mr. Maine to tnrafouwot matters affecting the condition of the people, the rights
oy pntai= wud TeNANtS, and all the difficult questions connected with property in the land.
e subjects that are now being discussed in regard to Ireland seem to us here strangely like
those over which Indian statesmen have been labouring for the last three-quarters of a century.
1 believe that there is very much that might usefully be told to the people of England regard-
ing the experience that has been gained in India, and there is no man that could speak with
oreater knowledge and authority on such matters than Mr. Maine,

« However all tlis may turn out, this is certain, that not only every member of this Council,
but all the thinking public of India will heartily agree in the Resolution which has now been
moved by your Excellency, in token of the regret which we feel at Mr. Maine’s departure,
and of the hope that hLis career in the future may be as distinguished and as useful as it has
been in the past.”

Major General the Honourable Sir HENRY DuranD said that, in the spirit of the Resolu-
tion before the Council, he wished to say a few words on a point which was adverted to by the
Honourable Mr. Strachey, and which might not be well known by the public—in fact could
not be well known—namely, the great use of which Mr. Maine had been during the adminis-
trations of Lord Elgin and Sir Juhn Lawrence ; and His Excellency the President knew best,

» in connection with his own administration, the immense service of which Mr. Maine’s opinions
: were in that particular department which is called international law. Questious of interna-
tional law in this country did not come before us in that simplicity of form in which they came
hefore European Nations of co-equal powers and rights. His Excellency was quite aware
how nice and delicate were the points of such law which arose here between the dependent
States of this empire and the supreme authority. Sir Henxry Duranp could not enter into
any detail by way of exemplification : the cases were so numerous that it would be difficult to
sclect an example. Yet he might say that Mr. Maine was ever ready, at all times, to give
the fullest consideration and the best advice with reference to these questions. He felt that it
was due to Mr. Maine to say that he was something more, and in fact a great deal more, thyp
an ordinary jurist. * As a jurisconsult having to deal with most complicated and difﬁcult’ques.
livns, there was no man more fitted than Mr. Maiue to solve the problems of international lavy
which constantly came up for decision under the administrations during which Mr. Maine
was a member of the Government; and the obligation of the Government to M. Maine o

account of the part he had taken in that large and anomalous class of questions, was reallll
aimost beyond calculation. Sir Hexny Duranp would not take up the time of the COunci‘i
by saying more on l!lis part of the subject ; e felt from whathad fallen from the Honourable
Mu. Strachey and His Excellency the President that it was quite unnecessary for him (Si

Hiexny Duranp) to do auything more. Still he was anxious that the great ability and val o
of Mr, Maine as an international jurisconsult, and the obligations of the Government to :Il\’Fe
Maine in that respect, should not be allowed to pass without the amplest recoguition.” "

The Honourable Mr. Tavror said that, although he was unprepared to follow hj
Lionourable colleagues at any length in support of the Resolution which His ‘Excellency 1 o
., ;u'(_;posed to-day,_he could not allow the oceasion ta pass altogether in silex;ce H" ]l?d
- cnjoyed the privilege of Leing associated with Mr. Maine in the Executive Co ‘]ef i
- period of nearly five years. He had thus been in a position very thoroughl); to e ;{ucn e
- value of the services of such a man in the Supreme Government of Iadia - toa siligiclhe

talents, his industry, his genius, and his worth.  He desired then simply to ’say tﬂ?ﬁ??ﬁ#‘j
e
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most heartily in the well-deser i i

P e ell- (:?H’Cd tn'bllte of praise and admiration which His |

] :aqtul(ml‘)l paid to their late distinguished colleague, and in the ex gls' Lxcelleucy
g 0ss the Council had sustained by Mr. Maine’s departure from I?ldiszmn e

The Motion was put and agreed to.

SALT (MADRAS AND BOMBAY) BILL.

The Honourable Mr. Strac . : .
~Bombay, said the circumstances St ST i the duty on Sa:lt in the Presidency of
Forateo vl : 1 Vhich he asked for leave to introd is ?

1own to the Council and to the public that oduce this measure
should now enlarge on them, The Govemmeng)u}' ;c 5}'1(115 1t was hardly necessary that he
for financial reasons necessary to incerease dutiesoonnsallrtt ic:}uggq&o the conclusion that it was

S e adr i

POWET gT¥eu v. i~ gy, oo HIIC sitting, it became necessary for His il']s.‘:z:fllenjgonzé’?\g As the
porarily, by an Ordinance, UuGeneral by the Indian Councils’ Act, and ¢ / e Felse ths
at the same time stated publicly that a Bill Wowd)' La ot anee ")ut(‘, a[‘.‘t“"’"se tem-
brought into the Legislative Council to substitute for that Ordinance tuc . 2r¢: 1“ was
legislation. That intention would be fulfilled if the present motion was carried, dia dee
Council would remember that legislation on this subject was essential, because, under the
Indian Councils’ Act an Ordinance made by the Governor General must expire at the end
of six months. It would be more convenient to defer until next week any remarks Mr.
Stracuey might desire to make regarding the policy of this measure. He hoped that at
their next meeting the Honourable Sir Richard Temple would he able to introduce the Bill
referring to the Income Tax, and Mr. Stracuey thought that would be the proper oppor-
tunity of also discussing the measure. which he now asked leave to introduce.

The Motion was put agreed to.

ALIMENTARY SALT (N. W. P. &c.) BILL.

The Honourable Mr. Stracuey also moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide rules
for the manufacture, storing, and sale of alimentary Salt in the North-Western Provinces, the
Panjib, Oudh and the Central Provinces. He said the Council was already aware that the
Government of India some time ago came to the conclusion, with the approval of the Secretary
of State for India, to sanction experimentally the manufacture of salt in Oudh. A similar
manufacture might probably be soon introduced in certain parts of the North-Western Pro-
vincesand perhaps also at some future time in the Central Provinces and the Panjab. It
was found that legislation was necessary, for although the Acts in which the law on the
subject was contained prohibited the unsanctioned manufacture of salt, they did not enable
the Government to prescribe rules respecting the mode of making, storing, and selling that
article. He nced not to-day occupy the time of the Council in explaining at any length the
reasons which had led the Government of India to allow the local manufacture of salt,
hut he hoped at a future stage of the Bill to take the opportunity of giving some account of
the policy which the Government of India proposed to follow in regard to this very important

matter.
The Motion was put and agreed to. ;
The Council then adjourned to Friday, the 19th November 1869.

WHITLEY STOKES,
Secretary to the Council of the Glovernor General
for making Laws and Regulations.

; CaLcurrta, 2
The 12th November 1869 §



