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RETURN qfCOTTON CULTIPA.TION in ille Bombay Presidencgjor the year 1869-70, compared witlt tltal qfthe precedi11g Seaso11, 1868-69. 

C01'ToN CaoP .FOR SEAsoN I 

lf68-G9. 1869-70. 

- ' ZILL.LB. . - non•arks by tbo 
Extent of Cultiution 1D Acres Extent or Cultintlon In Acres Totallncrense Total Decrease Total amount of Total amoanl or Collaotors. 

• • • in UlGU-70. in 1~69-70. arable land. land cap•bl• of 

I 
producing cot:on. 

·Exotic Cotton. I Native Cotton. \ Total. Exotic Colloo. Nalivo Cotton. I Total. 

Acres. I Gta., AerO.. I Gta., .Acr... I. Gr.. I .Acret. I Gts., Acres. I Gt'·i Acres. I Gts.l Acres. I Gu.l Acres. I Gta.j Acres. I Gts., Acres. 1:-.---Gts ... l_ --=---

• : I I ~ I 
Oil -

•• 16S 21 140,937, 27 141,106 r S 74 35 223,313 23 223,38S IS !l2.282 10 .. 1;731,907 24 !l08,200 s l 
.. •••• •• 11,731': 18 ll,7:!1l IS ••.• •• 111,641 0 10,641 0 •. 1,097 18 827111 9 365 3·'0 37 
. • S6 27 152,!J92 31 153,079 IS 21fi 27 223.6~3 29 22:J,S60 16 7u,; so ss . . . . • . 697.269 20 5s3'3(i0 29 

205 25 46 366 21 46,572 6 225 14 56,119 30 5o,34!i 4 9,772 39 • . •• •• 656,419 13 26<>' 13s 4 
.• 426,639 34 -. :. I ;. 426,639 34 540,SO& 19 . . . . . • 540,80S 19 114,168 25 .... . • 3,608:925 I 2,33G:649 I ' 

t I 
m · 

2.S 1 9,869 II 9,894 12 6 i 23,763 9 23,769 10 .13,Si4 38 .... . . 2,442,39.i 6 109,232 28 
.• 3,097 25 120,677 0 l23,i7-l 25 6,439 20 197,244 19 203,683 39 7~,90!) l-1 .... .. 1,194,422 24 616,061; 2 
.. 317,310 10 194,585 :!3 511,:-96 . 3 425,098 '27 222,115 37 647,214 24 13:~,318 21 •• .. .• 2,433,201 24 1,168,153 :!6 ' 

I I 
I I 

10,475 31 383,0.17 38 393,493 29 25,543 8 5i2,279 3 597,1l22 11 204,328 2Z .... .. 2,852,224 3 1,197,137 16 
174 II 13,9~6 7 14,090 IH 200 20 41,!i37 5 41,i37 '2.i 27,647 7 .. .. .• 1,220,175 8 137,642 27 , 
81 14 45,872 I 45,953 15 li3 32 68,033 29 68,~07 21 22,:!54 6 •• . • .. 2,038,273 5 194,440 24 

. I I I' i I 

I I I I 
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Shol&pore •• ·,. 

Nati11e Stat<~· 

Akulkote ••..•• 

D:troda ....... . 
Cutch •. • : .. .. 

KRtty&war 

Kol11pore and S. 
l\1. Country . ·1 

M~thce K11nta .. 

283\ so 67,270J .j 

' 

8,5231 36 
I 

67,553\ 3·1 

8,5231 36 

No return or reply received. 
I •• I 141,866\ 26 1 141,8661 26 

No return received . . 

190,630IIS I 
2,333 25 

66,751 1 17,123,879 I 

.. .. .. 2,333 2" i ·' I 
,. I 

.. i 
I I i I I I I I 

I I I I 
I 

' 
Pnhlunpoor ••.• , No return or reply receil·ed. 

Re\fft Kanta.. • • No returns receind ............... . . 

i I 
j , I 
I ' 

291 4 117,659! 3G 117,6891 0 50,1351 6 

3931 29 16;i151 15 I 7,1091 4 8,5851 IS 

213,3331 13 213,3331 13 71,4661 27 

79,46!1,34 1 185,4801 21264,9491 361 _74,3191 1 8 ' .. 
.. .. .. 2,500 0 2,5001 0 I 16~ 15 ' .. 

I 
I 

I 

I I I I .. I ~ • .. .. I .. .. .. . .... 1 

I 

I ·. 
Total •••• ,m:soo/-6-I,463,ilo~6 3912,2S9,I4715h.o7s~679130b,li4,3Sol 10 

. I i _____ I ___ _ 

'·"'·"'l • "'·'"I , I '·"'~'' 
Cot1o11. Commissiont-l's OfJia, Tlom~a.!l, lillh !'\o,,emhcr 1869. 

" 1,99~,09 1 i 13 

20!.',1341 11 

1,450,6661 26 

c, 

·' i 
23 ~, 3501 38 

61,561 1 16 

No remarks. 

" The prospects of the 
rrop nrc saf1l to tic• 
fair. Onc-th!rd~ n{ 
the exotic cotton 
\'ery' g .. od, oue -!b:lh 
inferior, tho l'est 
fnh·." I 

597.~33 1 26 "Exotic cotton is not 
.t~own in Cutch.'' 

•• • 1 CfJ)I)nel Anderson re. 
murks th~t ho pos­
seues no dll\:et 
a:.!eucy to coiJcct suc:h 
stuthliC'~, but i:t 
endtu\"OU J'iDg to rro­
('U re them from th13 

Chiefs. 

1,410,744! 29 I 657,5!Jiil 31 INo remnrks. 

•. 698,182, .. 

I 

I 
1 .. 

I 
I 

t 69,8181 0 

I 
' 

.... .. 

• "Thitds th•: estimnt· 
f"d amount of arable 
Janel.' ' 

t 11 ThD:·o h:n-ing been 
no ne,·cnuc :'nrvey 
or rbe se\'fr:tl States 
in th~ Mnhec Kanta, 
1uch infom•aliou 
caunnt be arc:urat~ly 
gil'en.'• 

The Political Agent 
cxplninshls Inability 
to obtain complete 
rE'turot fJ'\)nt lhe 
Chief:~, hut statt~, 
from the inf.•rmat1on 
in his )'JU~S!!oion, thnt 
a Jnrger area ha 
bean ,.own wit.h cot 

25,4G5,14siU>I~\-6 
I on th is ye.o.r. 

I 

G. F. FORBES, 
Cotton Connuissionl'r. 
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cc 
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• 11. EUAR KS bv ,[he Cotto11 Commissiotl£'1". 

On comparing the returns now rcc~1vcd with those furnished by the Collectors last year, cxclu>ivc of 
.\hinedabad, for which no rctums we1·e given, I ·lind that (with the .exception of those for Bt·lg_aum, Dhanvar, 
Kulladaltct? and l'oona, w-hich are corn·ct) considerable discrepancy exists in the ·number ol acres. s.l:~'~!1 to 
have. bc~n culti\'at,-d "ith Cot:tnn in 1868-69. The dillcrcnccs a~e as follows.=- · • · · · · 

Nonl'trEUN Dn·JstoN. 

SouTHERN DtvJsto:o~. 

'fotul number of ncrcs 'fotal numhrr of ncrcs· 
ns g-h·Cn this yc:nr, 

fo1· H!GS ·u;.l. 
ns gi''Cil l;t:s t year, . 

for lSUS.G9. · 

rKaira .. •.•.•. ... 
•. <.1 Broach : ...... , 

1 Khantlelsh ..... . 
L Surat ... .• ... 
( Ahmcdnuggur , . 

•• ~ Sauara ....... . 
\. Sholapo:·c •..... 

. 10,420 •• ·-· .. •. .. 
133,000 .. ' ...... . 
42!!,100 ·" ...... .. 

91,743 ......... . 
12.130 .......... . 
46,l::ih .. ....... .. 
67,679 •.•.•..... 

7e6,260. 

11,738 
153,079 
426,6i3!.i 

46,572 
p,S9J 

45,953 
Cl7,553 

----Difference 24,832 . ..:. 
761.,428. 

]twill thus he seen tl.at in the two sets ofrcturm, na:ncly thme furnished ·1~~t year for 1868·69, aud 
1 hose now supplied lo1· the mme pel'icd, there is a dille renee a.mounting- to upwards of 24,000 acres; 

If the present retums arc accepted as co1·rcct, the increase in t he .~rw of Cotton cuitivatiou du_ring this 
~·l'a1·, as compared with the last, ·wmdd be 80V,n75 acres. 

If on the other hand, the foni1er returns, or those wliich were received and puhlish\d last season, arc 
held to' be the correct onts (and at present I am not aware of any rea;on why they should not 'be so), (he 
actual increase would amount to 78J,543 acres. 

The abo,•e remarks refer only to the CoJJecto rnt<~. \riih regard to Nati,•e States, I regret the smalJ­
ness of the number .of .t:c.tumJS .that ·ha-ve .been ·procu1•able, ·mol'e "especially us such a n.,·y ·large proportion 
of our cotton supplty is grown in Native territOI'Y·. This ;~ppears to ~e in_ no wa): due to ~ wa_nt of cfl(u·~s.on 
the p1.1rt of Political Ollicers to .procure and funush ·llle ·With -the ·tlestrcd ·mlorma11011.. !Vh~tor £-arion, l'ohucal 
Agent, Rewa Kant a, in cxplainin~ I) is inability to supply .it, expresses hio "extreme regret tim:, owin~ to the 
vexatious apathy of the Chiels under. his supcrintendcucc," he .i3 unable to eo~nplete the report due ti·om hi3 
11ffice· and the sam!' difficulty, I have no daubt, has been experienced in most of the other States lor which 
rctun:s m·c not forthcoming." Ta!<inwthose in the Dl:anvar ·Collcctomtc alone, the amount of Cotton cultivated 
in the Jaghirt's of l:amnuor, Khoondgol, ~cerhullce, and 'Luli mcshwnr, fill' " 'hich ·there arc no retums, would, 
if included, ha,•e ·very materially inc1·cased the ·total cultivated area reported. 

'rhe m;jy h'arivc States for which I om in possession 'of returns, are those of l(olaporc, with :its outlying 
.Jaghires of ~anglcc, Mecruj, Koonmdwar, Jamkhnml<·e; 'Moodhol(', and Hamdoorg, with those of Almlkotc 
under l\•lajor l3numgartnet·, and of the Mahi Kania under l'vlajor Law. . 

In cnnwaril}g these rctums wit,l. those which were (tu·warll ed last sen>on· (which I' may obscr.ve exactly 
correspond, with one exception, .muncly C111ch ), .I .find tim:, in ·thc ·distric:s to which ·they ·relate, ·tho:re is .nu 
incr~ase in d1c tutnl area of cotton r:uhinllion as follows::-

l86d-~9. l 869-7Q. ;lncrl'ase . 

. .15~,5.3.8. 

:.'\dding this•incrcmc to that above shown in the Collectorntcs according to the· Hetui·ns now published we ha\·c 
.a total extent o~'la~d culth·a;ed with cotton t!:i; yt·m·, cxczelling that of last :season by 963,913 ucr~s. Thio 
,be it observed, IS·I~uhout reference to the many ;~rates not here represented, iuch•din.r Kattiawar .where there 
:is an c uonn!JtiS JllliOUnt of cotton cultivation. · 0 

' ' 

Thou~h it ·wn; not the ol~ject of this report ·to fum ish any other information -than a.~ re"ards the area of 
land dcvot<d to ~cotton this y<'ar, wit!JOnt ·reicrl'ncc to the prospects of the crop, on which I ha;e been ordered 
by Go,•crnmcnt to publish my rt'pm·t on.thc 15th of.lnnnary, lmay take the present .opportunity of recording 
the folJowin.; 1·ema•·ks ftom the inlonuatiop in my possession up to the present time:- · 

In Gm>.erut r:enernlly, the ~·ain~ were latl'! nncl sowing opcrnt~ons defcrre~ . it~ conscquenc~ somewhat 
:beyond the usual tune. ln the dtstnets north nt the My her, the cuntmuons heavy rams in S~ptcmber 1:etarded 
tl!e young cotton ·crop, an? from the il-t:cgul~1· chur?cter <lf. the rain-fall, \~hich. :.at times approached the 
•Violence or p flood, a •e:mstdcrnble .quanttty ol low-lytng b!ack land, I'Xtcnduvr' I rom Vccrumu'aum in the 
t<lirection of \Wurdwan and Dhollc1 a, ,was ,so "long sul.uncrged, that in some places ~lie ;plants were clther washed 
nut o•· destroyed, nnd the fi~ld~ had .to be re-sown. Later in·t.hc season, the districts sufli~red fron·1 one .or two 
:visitations of locu,sts in great numhco'S. They destroy('d the gmin of all the cct:eal.crops which were then in 
-car. The !Cotton cr<?r, boweve1·, 1 nm happy to s:.y, esc~ped with .but .little injm:y. .Subsequent! ., .the 
.season proved s? favoumble that the:rerarded c1·ops t·ecuvcrcd, and from the periotlic,nl reports that conti~uc to 
-reach me, Itbehe;ve that a full aud abundant crop may be:anticip;lled. .. · . 

In Br!llch,;so~th of the Myhce,· ~he;rnin-fall is stateil to :have been about 30 per cent. in c~ces f tl 
usual avcra~te, yet .It ~,·as attended with less inju1·y to the cotton crop, as the lnll, tboll'•h excessive · w~:~nild~~ 

:.and more r~gular Ill Its character. Hcr:l.~lso, the locusts aP,p~:·ed in large -fligh~s,.~but though ~other. crq~IS 
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suffered in the snme mnnner m; nb;;vi!-:n ~aikmed, 1 hn•·c heard of no s~rions injury to the cotron, and M far as 
I can judge both fro:u personal observation and the rcpmts of my subordi~:ates which come to me regularly, 
1 believe tlmt the co!lon crop in the Broach Colkctoratc will be greatly better than an average one. 

In Sm·at, the srason l)a> not proved so favourable; the crops suffered more from the lodging of rain-water­
on. the fi eld~, and there was a lm·gm· amount of re-sowing, but still I believe that fully a fair average crop 
may be expected. 

Since writing the above, T have rcceh•cd a communication from Mr. Stormont, Superintendent of Cotton 
Experim~nts in Surat ami J3roach, which forms a continuation of his reports up to ycstercln) 's date, nnd in 

. .which he makes the following t·cn:arks, having pi·cmiscd that he had just rctumed from a general tour in the 
'. ·above districts:- · 

" The finest Guzernt produce of the year will no doubt come from the black-soil district lying to 
the nor~h and .west of Broach. Ncar Dcygnum and some otltet· places in tlmt locality, the 'plants in some 
fields nrc yet quite small, although the majority have done flowering, and rwcrngc fr·om four · to five feet 
in height. 

"The backward state of one portion 'of the crop is the result of late sowing. The rain fell so 
continuously after the first real burst, that there wm; very little opportunity for succc;;sional sowing 
until the season " ·ns fitr ath·anced. Thoug h lntt>, this w.ill yield ngoodcrop, perhaps n tl'itic heavict· than tf1e 
early sown, ns it is not quite so liable to be dam&gcd by insects. Up the Hnilwny line towards J!'allej, the crop 
is not CJUite so h'1t' ·nu\'anced as at Broach, still it is very promising. 

I · . "The fanners calcn!ntc on a cotton !!rop of 17 mums' in the Hupet', tltat is about six per-cent. exce;s, 
and I tbink it will be quite equal to that. 

"R,ound Sura_t, the crop is certainly not so promising as in the above-mentioned districts. The 
effects of the rain seem to hm·c been much more scl'et·cly felt. It is now pushing along, howcvct·, and 
those who know l he district wei', believe there will yet be a fair crop, though of course a little late." 

In Khandcish, ' the crops appeared very promising bt'lurc the end of September. Continuous rain fell from 
the 20th of that month to the 6th October, which had the rflcct of Injuring them slightly. They rccovcrccl 
under the inlluence of the line weather which succeeded, but in some· tnloolms this was fullowcd by heavy 
rain nt the end of Oct_obcr, that occa~ioncd some damage to the cotton which, grown on the better soils, hnd 
become ready for picking. This is, however, counterbalanced by the help which the rain has given to the 

, backward plants on the lighter soils, and on the whole there seems rcns3n to expect a crop better than the 
:wcrage. !may add that the reports I have just received state that the quality of the cotton produced is 
comiderably, supcriot· to that of last year. 

In the Collectora\es of Sholapoot·, Ahmednuggur, Sattnrn and Poona, the cotton plants nrc in a thriving 
condition and give promise of a full crop. 

From the Sonthem Mahrat!a Districts I am in receipt of ad vices up to the 15th instant. At thu 
commencement of the scas~u, owing to the continuation of heavy rain to n late period, tfre condition of the 
~oil did ~1ot admit of, the sowing of cotton seed bdng proceeded with ns early ns usual, aud 'the crops were 
reported as being less advanced than at the similar dates of lu~t year. Of lntt', however·, they !rave assumed a 
much more forward nppcnrancc, being greatly benefited by a seasonable and much-required tall uf rain in tire 
month of October, which wa;; pretty general throul-(hout the countr·y, and amountt'd to about li)Ur nud n half 
inche-s. Lnst acc'onr:ts slate that tbc plants, both Native and American, continue to improve in appearance 
daily, and that the cultivator• entertain sanguine l10pes of a ful111,nd abundnut crop. Mention is made of the 
appearance of the " Boll-worm~' in one or two localities where the sowing had been em·lict· than clsewlrcr·c, 
lmt it had not spread to any extent, and no apprehensions of serious injury were t'ntertnincd. The soil is now 
supplied with a sn!Iicicncy of moisture to bring the plants to maturity, and if nothing untoward occurs, it 

·' may be t'easonnuly expected that t.hc hopes of tire cultivators will be realized. , 

G. F. FOIWES, 

Cotton Commissioner. 

Tow1~ Ball, Bombay, 1 '3t!t November ISG9. 
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