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THURSDAY, 7TH OC:TOBER 1869. 

@" Separate paging is gille/1 to tllis Part, i11·:0i·dcr tltat it 11llt!J bejilccl as a separate COIIIJlilation. 

PART V. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA. 
Abstmct of the P1·oceedings of the Council of lite Govm·noT GeJw·al of 

India, assembled fm· the pU1pose of making Laws and Regulations unde1· 
the P1·ovisious of tile Act of Pa1'liament 24 9'· 25 Vic., Cap. 67. 

The Council met at Simla on Friday, the 24th September 1869. 

PRESENT: 

His Excellency The VICE ROY and GovERNOR GENERAL of INDIA, K.P ., G.C.S.I., Presiding. 
His Excellency The ComiANDER-IN-CmEF, K.C.B., G.C.S.I. 
Major Genera'! The Honourable Sir H. M. DuRAND, C. B., K.C.S.l. 
The Honourable JoHN STRACHEY. 
The Honourable B. H. ELLIS. 
The Honourable F. R. CocKERELL. 
Colouel The Honourable R. STRACHEY. 

THE HONOURABLE H. S, MAINE. 

His Excellency the PRESIDENT said-
" I wish to give notice that, at the first meeting of the Council at Calcutta, I shall movt: 

a resolution expressive of the high sense which his colleagues entertain of the long, faithful, 
and valuable services of the Honourable Henry Sumne1· Maine; and I shall ask the Council to 
concur with me in expressing regret for his departure, and sincere wishes for his future welfare 
nd happiness.'' 

GA'RO HILLS BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. CocKEr-ELL moved that the report of the Select Committee on the Bill, 
..,_., to remove the Garo Hills from the jurisdiction of the tribunals established under the General 

Regulations and Acts, be taken into consideration. · He said that the scope of the Bill was 
somewhat enlarged by the amendments proposed by the Select Committee. As originally 
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framed,_ the ~ill contemplated only the suspension, within the tenitory iuh:t bited by the Garo and 
othe~· h1ll-tnhes, of the jurisdiction of tlte ordiuat:y Courls and tlte laws relaling to procedure; 
hut It was repn•sented to the Committee that these provisions might advantageously he extended 
to the temporary abrogation of all laws .wit~ir.t that territory. There could ue no doubt 
that al~ the revenue law~, and more particularly Acts, imposing some special fol'ln uf taxation, 

.... 

as for m~tance the Certificate ot· Income Tax Acts, W<'ff' wholly inapplicable to lhe circum­
stl\llces of these triues. In fact, whenever any fresh leo-islation of the latter description took 
place,. the. Local Guvemmcnt wa:> compl'llecl to mov~ tire Government of India t.o exempt the 
mhabttants of the territon• to which this Bill referred. And althotwh the provisions of the 
criminal, were g·enerally ~ore applicable thnn those of the fiscal, la11~ to the cendi1ion of these· 
people, yet the punishments fixed by the Pl:!nal Code for certain offences were not, in many.,cuses , 
the best adapted to such offences when committed by a semi-barbarous race. Fo1· example. 
mu.rder, whi~h .amongst civi~ized }Jeople was re_garded as the most he.inous. crime, an_~ f01: ~ 
winch the crumnallaw, prov1ded ·extreme pcnaltrcs, would; when comrru_tted !n . p~u·suance of ·· 
blood feuds bet"iveen rival hill triues; and 'v'ic'\ved l.:iy tl)e 'exteuuating- light of the obligations 
imposed by their s•l\·age cusroms, as:r!me ~ rnnch ·less heinous churacler, and might be more 
~uitubly dealt with by the inflicriou of a peualty widely differing from that fixed by the law. 

Mot·eover·, this exlcnsion of the ~cope of the L3ill went no furth er than the pr·ovision s r,f 
Regulation X. of Hl22, w hiyh dtis Act was designed. to .supersed<·, and wa~ not couscq nently 
calculat.-d to effect any altera.tion of the existing status in that portion of the Guro Hills in 
whrch that regulation was in force. 

Provision harl been marie, therefore, in t.he amended Bill for the cessation of t.he operation 
of all the Laws and Regulatillns within the tel'l'itOI'Y comprised in the p1·esent measur·e. At 
the same time a disc1·et.ionary power was vested in:the Local Government of extending to such 
territOI'J, from time to time, so much of the e'xisting law as might seem suitable to the circum­
stllnces of the inhaoitanls. 

Tl1e clause excepting from the opemt.ion of the proposed Act all cases pending at the 
time of pas~ing it. had been excluded from the amended Bill, as, in the opinion of 1he Com­
mittee, the policy of the p1·esent leg·islation is as 11pplicable to .such cases as to those which 
might arise after the Act comes into operation. 

lt wns further proposed to provide for the extension of the Act by the .Local Gover~ment. 
tv so much of th~ Kha >i Hills ris formed part of British territory, and to the ·Nao·u and Jintia 
Hills. o /' 

- i ---When Mr. OocKilllJ(J.r. asked leave to introduce this Bill, he expiaiued, as the reason for 
reilcinding the enactrneut from which the High Ouurt derived ce)'l.aiu jurisdiction within the 
KhUsi Hills, that in fact those ltills wet·e not included in British India. That statemeut had 
reference to the greater part. of that territory, but there was a small portion, he bdiel'ed a 
very small porlioo, of tiHJ$C hills which 1vas annexed to British territory. 

The degree of civ.ilization attained by the people inhabiting this tract, or uy the N{to·as. 
or the inhabitants of the Jint)a Hilll:l, \Vns scarcely greater tharr that of ·lite Gui·o tribes ; ~nd 
the system of administl'aliun of justice adapted to the circumstances of the people was i.t s crude 
in the former as iu the Iauer ca~e. 

The Mo1ion was put and agreed to. 

The Honourable Mr. CocKEilBLL then moved that the Bill as amended be passed. 

The Motion was put and agre~d. to. 

The Council then adjourned sine die. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

· Scc·,.etary to the Council rif tl~e Gove?'tlor G~ne,.~i· 

SIMLA, l. 
T~e 241h September 11:!69. _j . 

fol' tliahing Latos and Reguiat~ons. ~ 


