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~ ~nmha1! <mnnrrnnrrnt ~a1rttr. 
· ~ u 1l I i s It ttl 1l 1l ~ u t It D r i t )!. 

THURSDAY, 30TII SEPTEMBER 1869. 

~· Srparatc ]mgiug is given to this Pm·t, in order that it 111n!} bcfiletl as tt separ(lte compilation. 

PART IV. 
ACTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

The folluwinp; Act of the Governor General of 
1 ndia in Col!llCil received the assent of His Excel
lency the Governor General on the ll:Hh day of 
Septem lwr 1S6!:l, and was promulg:ated for !!Cneral 
information in the Gazette o.f India of 21st 
September 1869:-

Act No. XXI. of 1869. 

THE EUROPEAN VAGRANCY 
ACT, 1869. 
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AN AcT to provide against F:uroperm VagranC!J. 
WHEREAS numerous persons of European ex-

Preamble. traclio~ ar~ ut pr~sent 
wandermg m a destitute 

condition throughout India, ami whereas such 
conduct is prejudicial to public order, and it is ex
pedient to prevent the same; It is hereby enacted 
as follows :-

P.ART 1.-PRELillllNARYo 

1. Thi11 Act may be called 11 The European 
Vagrancy Act, 1869." Short title. 

2. Sections three, sevenle(•n, eighteen, twenty-
., ' one, twenty-two, twenty-

Commencement and ex- three, t wenly-seveu, 
tent of Act. twenty-eight, thirty, 
thirty-two, thirty-three, and thirty-four shall come 
into operation ntonce, and simi/extend to the whole 
of Britis/J India and to the dominions of Princes 
and States in India in alliance with Her Maj~sty: 

Sections twenty-five, twenty-six, and thirty-one 
shall come into operation on the first day of J anunry 
1870, and shall extend to the whole qf British India 
and to the said dominions: 

And the rest of this Act shall come into ope
ration in such parts of British India and of the said 
dominions, and on such day or respective day~ as 
the Governor General of India in Council shall 
from time to time by notification in the Gazette 
of l11dia appoint in this behalf, 

lDterpretatioo clauae. 3. In this Act-
11 Ptrson of European extraction" includes 
"Person of European Americans and Austra-

extractiou.'' · !asians: 
11 Varrrant" means a person of European cxtrnc-

·•"'v , tion found as~ing for 
agrant. alms, or wnndenng nbout 

without any employment or visible means of sub
sistence: 

11 M.aster of a ship" includes any person in 
";\l~stcr t.f a ship." charge of a decked ves~el : 
And in Parts III. and V. of this .Act" Mogi,

".Mngistrntc." 
trat.e" means, within the 
limits of the Towns of Cal

cutta, Madras, and Bombay, a Magistrate ofPoiice, 
and outside those limits, n person exercising powers 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure not less 
than those of a Subordinate Mal!;istmte of the first 
class. 

PART 11.-PRQCEDURE. 

4. Any Police-officer may, within the limits of 
the towns of Calcutto, 

Power to require apJln- Madras, and Bombay, n•
ren~ vogmn_t to go before quire any person who is 
Pohco ll1n!,'l&trntc, or Jus- ·1 ,. t 
ticc of the Pence ~Vith full apparent Y a . vaornn to 
power. of o l'dogistrnto. accompany hun or any 

other Police officer to and 
to appear before the nearf'~t Magistrate of Police, 
and may, without those limits, require any such 
person to accompany him or any other Police
officer to and to 11ppear before the nearest Jus I ice 
of the Peace exercising the full powers of a Marris
trate umlcr the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

0 

5. The Magistrate of Police or Justice shall 

S 
. . . make a summary inquiry 

, ummary mquny mto · t tl · . t d 
vagrant's cJrcumstanccs. Ill o. le cu cums ances an 

character of the alleged 
vagrant; and if he is satisfied that sut·h person is 
a vagrant, he shall record in his office a declara-
tion to that effect. · 
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If he is further of opinion that the vagrant is 
not likely to obtain em-

Orcler to go to work- ployment at once, or if he 
house. has reason to believe that 
a declaration of vagrancy hns on any former occa
sion been recorded in respect of such vagrant, he 
shall require the vagrant to go to a Government 
work-house and shall draw out an order to that 
effect. 

The vauranl shall then be placed in charge of 
the Polic~ for the purpose of . being forwarded to 
the work-house and the sntd order shall be a 
sufficient authority to the Police for retaining him 
in their charrre while he is on his way to the work
house and to the governot· of the work-house for ( 
receiving and detaining such vagrant. 

6. Where the officer making the inquiry men
tioned in section five is 

Forwarding vngront to of opinion that the va
place of employment. grant is likely to obtain 
employment in any place subject to the Local 
Government or (when the vagrant is in any part \_; 
of the said dominions) in any place subject to the 
nearest Local Govemment, such officer may in 
his di scretion forward the vagrant to such place in 
charge of the Police, and draw up an order to that 
effect. 

Such order shall be a sufficient authority to the 
Police for retaining the vagrant in their charge while 
he is on his way to such place of employment. 

7. Upon his arrival at the place of employ
ment, the vagrant shall 

Assistance to obtain be taken before the near-
employment. . . 

est M ag1stra te of Pohce 
or Justice of the Peace exercising full powers as 
aforesaid, to whom the order for transmiosion shall 
be deli vcred. 

Such officer shall thereupon, to the best of his 
ability, assi st the vagrant in seeking employment, 
and may in the mean time if the think fit, keep the 
vagrant in the charge of the Police. /\ 

Should the vagrant fail to obtain suitable em- - -
ployment within a reasonable time not exceedin•'" 
fift~en days from such ~rrival, such offieer ; hafi 
lonvard him to a Governtllent work-house in the 
manner provided by section five. 

8. Every person while in charge of the Pulice, 
Subsistence allowance. whet!ter before inquiry ~s 

. . to Ius vagmncy, or wlule 
he 1s on h15 wny, undrr section five, to the work
house, or, under section six, to a place of em
ployment, shall be enti"tled to an allowance for his 
subsistence at the rate of eight annas per diem. 

The Magistrate of Police o1· Justice b(· fore 
whom any vagmnt is taken under scctio~ seven 
may, if he think fit, order the vnurant to receive a 
similar allowance while he is seeking employment. 

The Local Government shnll cause such allow- \._..r 
anee. to be paid out of . s uch funds at its disposal 
and m such manner as tt may from time to time 
direct. · 

9. Any Magistrate of Police or Justice of the 
Power to giYc certificntcs. Peace exe!·c1m1~ full 

. . powers as aloresa1d '!lay, 
on b:mg. sahsfir~ that any prrson of Ent·opean ~
tmctton 1s not hkel_y to become a . vagrant, give 
such person ~ C~rllficate u~de~ Ius hand stating 
~hat f~r a certam .tnne (menhonmg it) not exceed-

1
'-

m~ .s1x mon~hs _lr~m the date of the certificate, and ..l.--1 
~v1thm~ certain hm1ts (~1entioning them), nothing 
m sections four, five, s•x, and seven shall apply to 
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the holder of such certificate; and thereupon (sub
ject to the provisions containe? in _section~ twenty
three and twenty-four) nothmg m sect1ons four, 
five, six, and seven sha\1 a pply to such person for 
such time ami within such limits ns aforesaid. 

Every such certificate shall be in the form set 
forth in the first schedule 

l'orm of ccrtificntc . to this Act annexed, or as 
near thereto as circumstances wi\1 admit. 

10. The Local Government may from time to 

Power t.o invest J nst!ccs, 
District Superintendents 
of Ilolice, &c. , with juris
diction of full power Jus
tices under Part II. 

time, by notification in 
the official Gazette, invest 
any Justice of the Peace, 
District Superintendent of 
Police, or Assistant Dis
trict Superintendent of 

P olice wit.h the jurisdiction and powers confened 
by this Part on a Justice of the Peace excrdsing 
full powers as aforesaid. 

P ART Ill.-GovERN~IENT ·wonK-HousEs. 
II. The Local Government, with the previous 

sanction of the Governor 
Provision of Government General of India in Coun

work-houses. 
cil, may proride work-

houses, with their necessary furniture and establish
m~nt, at such places us it may think proper, for 
the temporary reception of va!l;mnts, 

or may by writing under the hand of a Secretary 
to such G overnment, certify any building , or part 
of a build inn· not provided as a work-house under 
1 he former P,1rt of this section, to be fit for a work
hou ~e for the purposes of this Act. E very such 
certificate sha ll be published in the local official 
G azelle, and thereupon such building or part of a 
h ui ldi ng shall , until the Local G overnment other
wi se orders, be deemed a Government work-house 
un(teo· thi s At t. 

The Local Government shall allow the same 
scale of diet for the sup
port of vag rants recei ved 

in such work-houses as is for the time being· a l
lowed for Europeans confiued in the local prisons 
or penitentiaries. 

12. E very such work-house shal\ be under the 

Scale of tlict. 

Supcrintcndcncc of 
'vurk~housrs. 

the immedia te charge of 
a go •·ernor, who shall be 
appointed and may be 

suspended Ol' removed by the Local Government. 
Every such governor shall, if the Local G overn

ment think fit, be gu\oject to the orders of a Com
mi ttee of M anagement appointed from time to time 
hy such Govemment, or, in the absence of a 
Committee, to the orders of s uch officer as the 
Local Government sha\1 from time to time appoint 
in this behalf. 

13. E very such governor may order that any 
Scnrch ofvn~>rnnts. vagrant admitted to t~e 

o work- house under Ius 
charae shal\ lJe searched, and that the va:;rrant's 
bundle~, pn<·kages, and other effects shall be in
s pected, and may direct that any money then found 
with or on the vagrant, shall be applied (subject 
to the orders of the Local Government) towards 
the expense of carrying this Act into execution, 
and may order that all or any of the said effects 
shall be sold, and tlu,t the produce of the sale be 
applied as aforesaid, but ~uhject to the like orders. 

}4. Vagrants admitted to work-houses under 
Disci line. this Act shall be subject 

P to such rules of manage-
ment and discipline as may f.-om time to time be 
prescribed by the Local Government with t!:e 

previous sanction of the Governor General of lmlia 
in Council. 

Any vagrant who knowingly disobeys o·,. neg
lects any such rule, shall, 0!'1 co!'lviction. bef?re a 
Magistrate, be punishable With ngorous lmpnson
ment for a terno which may extend to three months. 

lb. The .... ovcrnor and the Committee of Mnn-
" a!!,ement (if any) of every 

Refusal to accept em- such work-honse shall use 
ploymcnt . his and their best endea
vours to obtain outside the work-house suitable 
employment for the vagrants admitted thereto, 

When sue!~ employment ia obtained, any !;neh 
vagrant refusmg or neglecting to avail himself 
thereof, . shall, on. t•on_viction before a Magistmte, 
be pumshab\e w1th ngorous imprisonment for 11 

term which may extend to one month. 
PART I V.-HJlM OVAL FRO ~! INDIA. 

I G. 1 f alter the lapse of a reasonable time no 
snita ble employment is 

Removal of vngrnn ts. bt · II r I o ama ' e JOI' any I> U<; 1 

vagrant., the Local Government may either (when 
he sha ll have entered in to such ag1·ecmcut as 
hereinafter mentioned) rausc him to be removcll 

Cost of rcmovnl. from Btitisl_1 India in 
manner heremnfter fli'O

vided, the cost of such removal being paid by G o-
vernment· · 

o r it m~y cause sections twenty-three and thir\y 
to br: read to him and may then release him. · 

\7. A ny vagrant or other person of European 
. extraction may enl'cr into 

Agreements woth V:t[lr:mts. t · · t ' an agreernen 1n wr1 r~ag· 

with the Secretary o f State for India in Coundl , 
binding himself-

(a.) to proceed to such port in British India 
as shall" be mentioned in the agreement; 

(u.) there to embark on boanl such ship aml 
at such time as shall be directed by a n 
officer appointed in this behalf by the 
Local Government of the territnries in 
which snch port is situate, for the pur
pose of being removed from ln.di . a t the 
expense of the said Secretary of 
Council; 

(c.) to remain on boa rd ~ uch s hip until 
shall huve aniveu at her port of destin 
lion; and 

(d.) not to r<' lurn to Tndia until five years 
have elapgcd from the dale of such 
bnrkation. 

E very such ugreement may be on un 

l~orm of agreement. paper and s hall be in 
form set forth in 

second scheclule to this Act annexed, or as 
theo·eto as circumstances will admit. 

18. The Local Government of the territories i 
which the said port 

Power to perform ngrec- situate mav enter into su 
IDCilt. contracts • for nnnU,DU•>nn 

or otherwis<>, and perform such other acts us 
be necessary to carry out such agreement on 
part of the said Scc1·etnry of State in Council. 

PART V.-PnN,\LTIJlS, 

19. Any person refusing or failing to accom 

R f I t b 
, a Police-officer 

c usa o go eaore b , 
Police "lagistrate or .l ppea~ C1ore n 
Justice. of Poltce or J 

Peacl', for the 
prt·liminary inquiry, when required so to 
section four, shall be punishable, whether. he 
be not an EUI'Opean British subject, on 
before a Magistrate, with imprisonment for a. 



which may extend to one month, or with fine, or 
with both. 

And any person who, \~hen required under 
Assaulting Police. sect•o•_J fom· ,to accompany 

a Pohce-officer to, or to 
. appear before a M ~gistrate of Police or .T nsti<:e of 

the Peac~, comm1ts an offence punishable under 
.sectiun three hundred and fifty-thrre of the Indian 
Penni Code, may, whether he be or be not an 
European British subject, be tried by a Magistrate 
for ~uc\1 offence. 
•. 20. Any vagrant escaping from the Police while 1 

E . f P r committed to thei1· charge 
' ' 'scapmg rom 0 100' under the orders specified 

in sections five and six, 
or leaving· a work-house 

Quitting work-house under this Act without 
.without len•·e. permission from tl1e go· 

vernor, 
slmll for· every such offence ho punishable, on 

conviction before a Magisrrate, with rigorous im
Jirisonment for n term which may extend to two 
years. 
· 21. Any person entering into nn agreement 

under .section ~eventeen 
·. Failing ro proceed to and failing to proceed in 
port of cmbnrkntion. pursuance thereof to the 

port therein mentioned, 
or refusing to emba•·k 

R~fusing to go on board- when directed so to do 
ahip. 

under the same section, 
or escaping· from the ship in which Ire has so 

embarked before she shall 
ha 1•e reached her port of 

Escaping from ship. 

destinati on, · 
shall for every sud1 offence be punishable, whe

ther he be or bll not an European British subjert, 
on conviction before a Magistrate, with ri~orouH 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six 
months. 

22. Any person returning to India within five 
I Rcturn\n to India. years of .the elate of his 

ll embarkntron pursuont to 
· any agreement enter·ed into under section seventeen, 

unless specially permitted so to do by the Secretary 
of State for India, shall for every such olfence be 
punishable, whether he be or be not an European 
British subject, on conviction before n Magistrate, 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to two years. 

23. Any person of Europeon extraction found 

Begging. asking for alms when of 
has sufl'icient means he 
subsistence, 

or asking for alms inn threatening or insolent 
manner, 

or continuing to ask for alms of any person after 
re ha1.1 been required to desist, 

shall he punishable, whether he be or be uot an 
.uropean British subject, on conviction btfore a 

ngistrnte, with rigorous imprisC'nmtml for a term 
ot exceeding one month for the first offence, two 
10nths for the Recond, and three months for any 
ubsequent offence. 
:N. Every person imprisoned under section nine~ 

teen, twenty, twenby-one, 
Pf!!ccrluro on close of twenty-two, or twenty
prrsonment. three shall, at the end of 

is term of imprisonment, be placed before th!l 
eatest Magistrate of Police orJusticeofthe Peace 
ercising full powers as aforesaid, who shall, if he 

1iilk fit forthwith deal with him in the manner 
resi:rib~d by sections five and six. 
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The order of transmission shall certify the fact 
of .the previous conviction. . . 

25. Every ma~ter of a ~hip lnndmp; or allowrng 

Penalty on shipmaster 
lu·inging European convicts 
to India. 

to land in any part of 
British India any person 
of EuroJieau extraction 
who has been convicted in 

~ny other tart of Her ~Iaj~sty's d~llnin!on~ of 
felony or o an offence wh1ch, 1f comm_Jtt~d Ill Eng
land, would be felony, shall, on t•onvlctron before 
a Magistrate, be . liable, for every person so 
landed or allowed to land, to pay a fine not exceecl
ing five lu.mdrcd rupe~s and not less than one 
hundred rupees, ami, 111 default of pay.ment, to 
imprisonment · for nny term not exceedrn~ two 
mont!Js, · 

unless the defeudant Flmll sa ti<fy the Magistrnte 
by evidence (which the defendant is hereby declared 
competent to give), that he had made due inquiry 
as to the person HO landed m· uflowt'd to land, and 
that he had no reason to believe that such person 
had been convicted as afiu·esaid. 

The Governor General of India in Council may 
from time to time, by no'

Powcr to exempt cer- tification in the fTnzette oif 
l'nin shipmnstcrs. 

India, exempt from th e 
operation of the former part of this ~ection the 
masters of' any class of ships, on sut•h terms as to 
the said Governor General in Council shall seem 
fit, and whether in respect of all or of any part of 
the persons on board such ships. 

The sa'id Gol'emor General in Council may in 
like manner 1'cvoke any exemption made under 
this section. 

26. All fines imposed under this Act may be 
recovered, if for offences 

Recovery of fines . committed outside the 
local limits of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, in the manner prescribed by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, and if for offences committed 
within those limits, in the manner prescribed by nny 
Act regulating the Police of such towns in Ioree 
for the timP. being. · 

All fines recovered under this :Act shall be paid 
to the cred it of the Go-l'nymcnt of fines. vernmcnt of India, or as 

such Government shall from time to time direct. 
27. All prosecutions under this Act may be 

l'roseculion. instituted and conducted 
by such officer as the Local 

Government shall from time to time appoint. 
2~. In imposing penalties under this Part and 

Part Ill. of this Act, no 
person shall · exceed the 

limits of jurisdiction prescribed for him by the 
Code of Criminal Procedure in the case of offenders 
not being European British subjects. 

29. No proceeding under this Act shall be 
, . . . deemed invalid by reason 

\ al11hty. of pro.ccedmgs only that the Maaistrate 

Limits of juri~uiction. 

where l'ohec \'lng1strntc or . . " r . 
Justice is not tl•c nearest. of Pohce or J ustrce, be101 e 

whom a person apparently 
a vagmnt was required to appear,, or before whom 
a person was placed under seclron twenty-four, 
was not the nearest. 

PAR'l' VI.-MJSCELL.\I(JlOUS. 

30. Any European British subject who, upon 
the summary inquiry 
mentioned in .section five, 
has been· determined to be 
a va11:rant, or who has been 
convicted under section 

Deprivation of privileges 
of European British sub
jects under Criminal Pro· 
cedure Code. 

_, -· 

.-· 

\.-

·-(1. 
.~ 
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twenty-two or section twenty-th~ce, shall, so long 
as he remains in India, be ~ubject, beyond the 
limits of the said towns, t.o the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (other than those 
contained in Chapter XIX. of the ~arne Code) ap
plicable to an European not being a Dritish sub
ject. 

If from any cause he is committed or held to 
bail by a Justice of the Peace to take his. trial be
fore tt High Court, he shall not be at hbcrty to 
object to the jurisdiction of such J nstice of the 
Peace or High Court on the ground of anyLhing 
contained in the former part of this section. 

\ An office-copy of the declaration recorded under 
i section five shall be pri11utfacie evidence that the 

European British subject named therein has been, 
upon ~uch inquiry, determined to be a vagrant. 

J,inbility of importers of 31. Whenever any 
Europeans or employers of persnn of European ex
soldiers becoming vn- traction lands in India, 
grnnts. 

or, being a Non-Commissioned Officnr or Sol
dier in Her Majesty's Army, leaves that Army in 
India, 

under an cnrrngcmcnt to serve any other person, 
or any Compa~y, Association or Dody of persons 
in any capacity, 

and becomes chargeable to the Slntc as a 
vagrant within one year after his arrival in India 
or leavinu the Army, as the case may be, then the 
person, ~r Company, Associ:ttion ~r Dod:y, to 
serve whom he baR so landed m Tmha or lclt the 
Army, shall be liable to pay ~o the Government 
the cost of his removal under tins Act, and all other 
charges incurred by the State in consequence of 
his becoming a vagrant. . 

Such costs and charges shall be recoverable by 
suit as if an express agree-

Recovery of chnrgcs. ment to repay them had 
been entered into with the Secretary of Slate for 
India in Council by the person, Company, As
sociation or Dody chargeable. 

32 The powers and duties conferred and 
• imposed by S(•ctions six-

Exercise of powers con- teen and eighteen on a 
fcrrcd on Local Govern- Local Govemment may be 
mcnt. exercised and performed 
by such class of officers as the Local Govern
ment shall from time to time, by notilication in 
the official Gazette, appoint in this behalf. 

3::1. The powers and duties conferred and 
Exercise in Native impo~cd by thi~ ~et on 

States of powers conferred M ag1strates, J ustiCCS of 
on llfngistratcs, Justices, the Peace exercising the 
nn(l Police. full powers of n Mao-is· 
tmte, 11nd Police officers respectively may, in pla~es 
'beyond the limits of Dritish India, be exercised 
and performed by such persons respectively as the 
Governor General of india in Council shall from 
time to time by notification in the Gazette qf ludi(t 
appoint in this behalf. 

34. The Governor General of India in Council 
~ Power to mnke rules mtty from time to. time 
, for guidance of officers. m~ke ~ules cons1stcnt 

w1th tlus Act for the 
guidance of officers in matters counectcd with its 
enforcement. 

All such rules shall be pu blishcd in the Ga:ettc 
qf India. 

Iv.-5!) 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 
(See Section 9.) 

WnEnEAs E. F. of a person 
of European extraction and holder of this certi
ficate, h_as appeared before me and sntisfie~ "!e 
that he 1s not likely to become a vaorant WJtluu 
the meaning of the European V ~rancy Act, 186!:1, 
Til RSE ARE TO CERT!l'Y thnt for the space Of 
months from the date hereof and within the Pro
vince [or District) of nothing in Peclions 
four, five, six, and seven of the Fame Act shall be 
deemed to apply to him, unless he is found asking 
for alms when he has sufficient means of subsist
ence, or asking for alms in a threat~ning or insolent 
manner, or continuing to ask for alms o! any 
person after he has been required to desist: IN 
ANY OF WHICB CASES he shall be liable IO be 
imprisoned and otherwise denlt with as provided 
in sections twenty-three nnd twenty-four of the 
said Act. 

(Signed) G. H., 
Magistrate of Police for the Town of 
or J usticc of the Peace for exercising 
the full powers of a 1\llagi~trat~. 

THE SECOIXD SCHEDULE. 
(Seo Section 17.) 

AnTJCLils OF AonEBMilNT made this 
day of 18 DRTWilBN the Secretary 
of :5tate for India in Council of the one part and 
(). D. of &c. [lite vagrant] of the other part: Ea<"h 
of the parties hereto (so for ns relates to the acts 
on his own part to be performed) hereby agrees 
with the ot.hcr of them as follows:-

1. The said C. D. shall p1·ocecd forthwith to 
the port of (lite 11ort of cmburhalion) 

2. The ~aid C. D. shall there embark on board 
suc!1 ship and at such time as an oflic~r appointed 
in this bclmlf by the Local Government shall 
direct. 

3. The said C. D. shall remain on bol\ff\ 1\uch 
ship until she shall have arrived nt her port of des
tination. 

4. The said C. D. sball'not return to India unti 
five years shall have chlpscd from the date o 
such embarkation, unless specially permitted I!O to 
return by the said Secretary of State. 

5. The said Secretary of State in Council shal 
dcl'my the cost of the tmnsit of the said C. D. t 
the said port, and of his lodging and subsistence 
during such transit and during his detention (it" 
any) at the same port, and shall contract with· the 
uwner of the said ship Ol' hi~:~ agent for the pa6sag., 
of the said C. D. on board the said ship, and for 
his sub~istence during the voyage for which he 
shall embark as aforesaid. 

I :-1 Wl1'N.ESS whereof A. n. (by order of the 
Governor General of India in Council [or the 
Governor of in Council, or the 
Lieutenant-Governor of , or 
the Chief Commissioner of ] , on behalf 
of the said Secretary of State in Council) and the 
Mid C. D. have hereunto 11et their bands the day 
and year first above written. 

w IJJTLBY STOKES, 

Secretary to tlfe Council of tlu: Govcrtzor Gtntra 
for makiug Laws and Jl,gu.ltAf f 

SnJLA, } 
T!te l?t/1 September 1869. 
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The following Act. of the Governor . General 
oflndia in Council received the assent of Hts Excel
lency the Governor General on the tenth day of 
SeptembPr 1869, and was promul_gated for general 
information in the Gazette ,.f Jndut of llth Septem
ber 186~. 

Act Nc.. XX. of 1869· 
AN AcT to provide j01· the good order ancl disci

pline of Vollmteer Corps, multo invest litem u:it/1 
certain zJowers. 

\V'iiE!lEAS many loyal subjects of Her Majesty 
have volunteered their 

Preamble. services for the protection 
\, of life and property and the preservation of the 
t peacP, and have with the sa nction of C??vernment 

associated and enrolled themselves as tmhtary corps 
omelet· the command of officers appointed foa· that 
purpose; and it is expedient to provide for th~good 
order and discipline of such corps, and to 111 vest 
their members with certain powers; It is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

P1·eliminary. 

Short title. 
1. This Act may be 

ca\led"The Indian Vohlll
teers' Act, 1869." 

2'. This Act shu \I extend to the whole of British 
Extent of Act. India an~ _(so fiu: as re-

gards Bnush subJects) to 
the dominions of Native Princes and States in al
liance with Her Majesty. 

3. Act No. XXll [. of I 857 (to provide {u1· tlte 
Rc en! of Act XXIII. good or.de1· rmcl discipline 

of l S~i. ofcertom Volnntec1· Corps, 
and to invest them toilll 

certain powe;-s) is hereby repealed. 
4. In this t\ct "l\'fagistmte" means, within the 

, :\I · t 
1 

, limits of the Presidency 
· ngos m ·c. Towns, a Magistrate of 

PolicP, and, without those limits, a person exet·cising 
the full powers of a Magis trate. 

Formation and Dissolution of Volllnleer Coq1s. 
5. Corps of Volunteers may, with the sauction 

of the Governor General 
Formntion of cot•ps. of India in Council, oa· of 

the Local Government, be formed in any part of 
British India or of the said dominions. 

6. A certificate of enrolment in such corp~, 

Ccrtificntc of Commnnd
ing Officer to be evidence 
of enrolment. 

signed by theCommanding 
Officer thereof, shall be 
p1·imu jc1cie evidence of 
such emolment. 

7. The Governor General of India in Counril 
ot· the Local Government 

Power to disband corps may disband any corps 
or remove members. formed or enrolled under 
the provisions ofthis Act, or of Act No. XXIII. of 
1857, or remove from such corps any member 
thereof. 

Applicatio11 of Articles of War. 
_ 8. Every memberofacorpsofVolunteersshall, 

Volunteers subjected to for all military offences of 
, Articles of War so far as which he shall be guilty 

•./ they apply to officers. whilst on actual duty or 
on parade, be subject to the Articles of War for the 
the time being in force for the bettet• government 
of Her Majesty's Army, so far as the same are 
applicable to officers and consistent with the pro
visions of this Act: 

IV.-59 a 

Provided that no 

Proviso. 

such member shall for any 
offence a,aainst the said 
Articles be subje~t to the 
punishme.nt of death. 

Courts .i.W~rtial. 
9. General Cout·ts Martial shall be convened 

. and appointed by the 
Appomtmcnt ofanol sen- Commandina Officer of 

tcnces by Gcncrnl Courts '? h 
Martini. • the corps, wtth t e sanc-

tion of the Local Govern
ment, for the trial of military offences of which any 
member of such corps shall be guilty whi\5l on 
actual duty. 

No sentence of such Court Martial shall be put 
into execution until after a report o£ the whole pro
ceedings shall have been made to, and the sentence 
shall have been confirmed by, the Locnl Govern
ment. 

The Local Government may commute any such 
sentence for a less punishment, or pm·don the of
fender . 

10. General Courts Martial shall consist of not 
less than nine members ol' 

Gcncrnl Courts i\Inrtinl the corps and every mem-
o£ whom to be compose<\. b f th' 1 tl et· o e corps, w tc ter 
an officer or not, shall be competent to sit and act 
as a member of snch Court Martial. 

ll. Regimental Courts Martial may be convened 
. by the Commanding Offi-

. Rcgnnentnl Courts Mnr- cer of the corps, and shall 
toni. consist of not less than 
three members of the corps. 

12. The proceedings of Courts Martini con
vened under this Act shall 

Pr~cc<lurc of ~ourts be conducted according to 
l\Ino-tmlhcl<llmdcrtlnsAct. the laws and ('.ustoms ap-
plicable to Courts "Martial held under the said Ar
ticles of War, except so far as the same are incon
sistent with the provisions of this Act. 

Witl•drawal from Corps. 

13. 4 ny person enrolled as a member of a corps 
Power to quit the corps. of Volunteers, whether he 

shall have been elected ot· 
commissioned as an officet· in such corps or not, 
may, except whilst on actual duty, quit the corps 
upon givinr to the Ofticea· Commanding the corps 
seven days previous notice in writing of his inten
tion so to do, or without sucJt notice if the Com
manding Officer of the cO'i·ps shall consider it 
reasonable and a)low him so to do. 

14. Every commission to any member of a corps 
Commissions to officers o!" Volunteers appointing 

to ccnsc on retirement or htm an officer lll such 
dismissal. corps shall cease upon hi~ 

retirement or dismissal 
from the corps. 

15. Evet·y member of a corps of Volunteers who 
. shall have received any 

. Dehvcry ofnrms belong- arms ammunition ac-
mg to Government by ' '· 
members quitting the corps. coutrementl!, or umform 

belonging to Government, 
or which shall have been furnished from the public 
store!', or at the public expense, shall, upon his 
-quitting such corps, 

or upon his 'llismissal therefrom, 

or whenever he shall be required so to do by 
the Commanding Officer of the corp~, 

or whenever the corps shall be disbanded, 



deliver up to the Commanding Officer or such 
)>erson as he 11hall appoint to receive the same, all 
aucb arms, ammunition accoutrements and uni
form in good order and 'condition, reaso~able wear 
thereof only excepted ; 

and in defaull 'thereof )1e shall pay such sum of 
money as ,;hall be adjudged by a RPgimental 

. Court Mnrtial to be assembled for that purpose by 
the Commanding Officer of the corps. A copy 
·of soch adjudication, signed by the· Presid~nt_ of 
the Court Martial, shall l1e sent to the pnnc1pal 
Court of ori~inal civil jurisdiction in the District in 
which the adjudication shall have been given, and 
shall be executed by such Court as if it were a 
decree for money-under the· Code of Civil Pro
cedure. 

Locallimils of Scruicl'. 
16. No member of a corps of Volunteer·s sl101l 

be bound, without l1is con-
No mcrnbcr oon_nd .to sent, to serve o•· proceed 

acrvo bcyoncl cortnm d••- on duly beyond tl1e limits 
tancc. within which he shnll 
have voluntarily engn~ed to serve or proc_eed on 
duty in accordance with the terms upon wluch th_e 
corps to which he belongs shall have been consti
tuted . and in case no such limits sball have been 
fixed 'be shall not be liable to serve or proceed on 
duty 'beyond four miles from the place at which 
l1e was enrolled. 

Rules. 
17. The Commandino Officer of every corps of 

Volunteers mny freme 
Commandin~ Officer to such general rules as he 

f':'-m.c rulca wh1ch abnll bo ay think fit for ren-ulatina-
bJndmg on the members. ml ' . t I ·0 1 "'d t 1e limes a w nc 1 an 
the manner in whicli the duties of the corps and of 
the several memb!!rs or detachments thereof shall 
be ' dischurged. 

Such rules, when sanctioned by the Local Go
vernment, sholl be binding on the corps and on the 
aeveral members thereof. 

Prnallits. 
18. If any member of a corps of Volunteers, 

. being wurned for actual 
Not attending !'ctual duty other than drill or 

duty other than dr1ll or de shall without 
parade pn ro ' ' 

· reasonable excuse, neglect 
to altend such duty, he shall be Iiabl11, npon con
viction by a General Court Martini, to !I _fine ~ot 
exceeding one hundred rnpeCI', or to s1mple dis
missal from the corps, o1· to dismissal from the 
corps as unworthy to belong to it. 

19. If any member ofsucl\. corps shall without 
• . . . reasonable excuse neglect 

Not attending dnll or to attend drill Ol' parade 
parade. at such times as may be 
appointed for that purpose, 

or sl1all be guilty of any neglect of duty or other 
. . . military offence which in 

Other IDUIOr m1htary the judgment of the Com
offence. mO.nding Officer of the 
corps will be sufficiently punished by a small fine, 

be shall be liable to pay such fine, not exceeding 
.fifty rupees, as a Regimental Court Martial shall 
impose. . 

20. If any member of such corps shall neglect 
or refuse to pay any fine 

Punishmentfornon·Jli1Y• to which he shall be 
.ment of fine. sentenced by any Court 
Martial, within such time as shall be fixed by the 
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Commnndino- Officer of the corps, he may be dis
missed by tl~e said Comman~in~ Officer from the 
said corps; nnd eve•·y such d•smlssal shall be re
corded and reported to the Local Government. 

21 Vrhoeverassnults or resists. or nbrts wit~1in 
• . the meaning of the lndt~n 

Penalty for nssaul~·n~_or Penal Code any person m 
resisting Volunteers m ' 1•- asoaultino- orrcsistino-, anv 
chnrgc of their duty. m;mber ~f such co1:'ps in 

the dischar!!e of his duty, shall b~ pu~Jishable, 011 

conviction before a Magistrate, w~th. fine . not ex
ceedino- two hundred rupees, or wllh 1mpnsonm~nt 
for any term not exceeding six months, or With 
both. 

2'J In defanlt of payment of nny fine imposed ( 
by a Court Martial under 

Reco\'ery of fines. this Act, a copy of tha 
sentence of the Court Mnrtial impo~ing the fine, 
signed by the_ Presid~nt of such _CoUl·t, , 1,nay b~ 
sent to n J.fno-1strate 111 the Pres1dency I own 01 

the District i~1 which the fine shall have been im
posed, who shall therc_upon c_ause the ~ne to be re
covered ns if he l1<1d IHmsclf 1m posed 11. 

Fines imposed under section twenty-one may 
be recovered if for ollimces committt!d outsida thP. 
limits of the' Presid~ncy Towns, in the manner 
pres.cribed by the Corle ofCrimiual P rocedure, and 
if for offences committed within those limits, in the 
manner prescribed ?Y any Act regulutin~ the 
police of such towns m force for the ttme bemg . 

Powe1·s nf Volunteers. 

23. Any meruber of a corps of Volunteers, 
. whenever he may be in 

Power to ihsarm persons. discharge of his duty as 
a member of th~ corps, and wheresoever he may 
then be, may disarm any person n_ot being in I-! cr 
llf ajesty's military or naval serv1ce o•: a .pol1ce 
officer found between sunset and !':nnnse m any 
public' street, thoroughf.'lre, or othe1· public pla_ee, 
armed with a sword, spear, g un, or uther warlike 
instrument without a pass or license for that pur
pose from the Commissioner of Police or other 
officer authorized by Government to grant the 
same; 

and may also disarm any person found armed at 
any time· contrary to law or to :my order of 
Government in any public street, thoroughfare, or 
other public place; 

and may also apprehend and deliver over to a 
police officer any person 

And to nj'prehend. nml so found armed in order 
<lclivcr to po icc. that he mny be dealt with 

according to law; 
and the weapon so seized shall be forfeited to 

Government or otherwise 
Forfeiture of weapons dealt with according to 

sci•ed. lnw, or to the orders of 
Oovemment. 

24. Any member o£ such corps, whenever he 
. is on duty may prevent 

Power to prevent d1sturb. d · t ' b f I 
anees of the public )Jeace. any . IS Ul' ance ~ t lC 

puiJhc peace, and d1sperse 
any persons whom he may find assembled together. 

. to the number of five or''-1 
To ~hspcne unla"·ful more without , bl aascmbhes. I easono e 

~ause between sunset and 
sunr!se in any .Public.street, thoroughfare, o1· other 
pubhc place 10 w luch su~h mem IJer of the said 
corps may be in the discharge of his duty, 
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and' may also apprehend any person re.asonably 
, . suspected ofl!avmcr com
ro apprehend eertnm mi tted or bemg abo t t 

•uspented persons. .'t ff u. 
0 

comm1 an~o .enceagamst 
the State or of havinrr abetted w1thm the mean· 
ing of th'e Indian Pen;! Code, or b.ci~g about to 
abet, any other person in the commiSSI~n of such 
offence; and deliver him over to some pohce officer. 

1J1isccllaneous. 
25. Every mounted officer and every mounted 

orderly of a corps ofVolun-
Excruption from horse· teers,andevery membel' of 

tux. such corps, while he be
lonrrs to a troop of cavalry in such corps, shall be at 
libe~ty to keep one horse without being liable to pay 

\ . ...... 
\ 

in respect thereof any municipal or othe1· tax im.:: 
posed upon horses. 

26. No suit or other proceeding shall be com-
L' . . £ • lllenced or prosecuted again.~t 

>m>tnhon o smts. any person for anything 
done in pursuance of this Act, or the said Act 
No. XXIII. of 1857, without giving to such person 
a month's previous notice in wrilinoo of the intended 
proceeding, and of the cause thereof, nor after 
tender of sufficient amends, nor after the expira
tion of three months from the accrual of the cause 
of suit or other proceeding. 

'VH!TLBY STOKES, -

Secretary to the Council of the Governor General 
(o1· mal1i11g Laws and Rcgulalioi!S. 
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The (ollowiog Act of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the assent of Hi> Ex
cellency the Governor General on the third day 
of September 1869, and was promulg~ted for 
general information in the Gazette of lncha on the 
4th September 1869 :-

Act :No. XIX. of 1869· 
An Act to facilitate administration to t{,o estates 

of deceased Britisll sufdects in t!te l:I!Jclerabad 
Assigned Districts. 

"Vhereas under the Adminis trator General's 
Act, Pl67, the Adminis-

Prcnmblc. tratcl'r General of Madras 
is, in the cases therein mentioned, entitled to admin
ister to the estates of deceased British subjects in 
the Hyderabad Assigned Districts; and whereas 
the facilities of communication br.tween the said 
Districts and Bombay arc now greater than those 
between the said Districts and Madras, and it is 
therefore expedient to substitute, so far as regards 
the said estates, the Administrato1· General of Bom
bay for the Administrator General of Madras; It 
is hereby enacted as follows:-

I. The definition of " Presidency of Madras" 
contained in the thin\ 

Altcrntions of Act XXIV. section of the Ad minis· 
of 1007• •cc. 3. trator General's Act, 
le67, shall be reac\ as if the words "and the 
Hydembad Assigned Districts" were omitted 
therefrom; 

and the definition of " Presidency of Bombay" 
containec\ in the same section shall be read as if 
the following words were added thereto (that is to 
say):" and aleo, so far as regards British subjects, 
the Hyderabad Assigned Districts." 

2. Nothing in this Act shall affect tl~e rights, 
Sn>•ing of pa·obntcs nnd powers, Ol' duties of the 

ndministrntions nlrcndy t\dministrator Geneml of 
grnntccl to Admiuistrotcr Madras under Ol' by virtue 
Gcncrnl of :IIndrns. of any probate or letters of 
administration heretofore granted to him. 

\VmTLEY SToKEs, 

Secretary lo tltc Council of tile Governor General 
for ·malci119 Laws alld Regulations. 

? 
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