
. ...... 
~ 
6 

lZi 
rd 
co 
J-4 co 
+" 
ttl 

"biJ 
co 
~ 

THE 

!3nmlm1] <mnnr.r1t1n.rn.t 
~nbltnbr'b bp l!lutborttp, 

THURSDAY: 24TH JANUARY 1901. 

QTSeprwau p<tgi:ng is given to this Pa1·t, in orrler that it 111ay bejile<l as a separate compiZotio~&. 

PART VI· 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Dill was introduced in tho Conn· 
cil of tho Governor General of India for the purpose 
of making Laws and Regulations on the 18th 
January 1901:-

No. 3 of 1901. 

.d Bill fwrthcr to amc11cl the .ddmi 11isll'ator 

General's .dct, 187 4. · 

WHERE.\S Hindus, :Muhammadans, Parsis and 
Buddhists are exempted from the operation of 
certain provisions of the Administrator General's 

1. (1) This Act mn.y be callccl the Adminis-
l:iloort tiLlc nnd commence• tra.tor General's Act 

mcnt. (Amendment) Act, 1!>01 
and 

(2) It shall como into force at once. 
2. In this Act, the exp~ession "Native Chris-

Definition. tin n." mcan.s a n~tivc oE 
· lnd1a who Is or 111 good 

faith claims to be of unmixed Asiatic descent and 
who professes any form of the Cltristian religion . 

3. In sections 16, 17, 18, 37 and 64 rc~pect· 
J•'urthcr amendment of ively of toe Administra· 

cortain sections of Act 11 tor Genora,J's .Act, 187 4·, H of H 
of lSi ·1. before the wo1·d " Hindu " 
wherever it occurs, the word ''Native Christian" 

II or 1874. Act, 187'1, and it is exp~dient that Native 
Christians should be exempted from the operation 
of the said provisions to the same extent as Hindus, 
Muhammadans, Parsis and Buddhists : It is hereby 
enacted, as follows:- · 

shall be inserted. 
4. Nothing hct·ein contained shall affect any 

~"viug. probate, letters of admin· 
1stration or certificate 

,. 

granted or vested under the said Act. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

SEVERAL rcpt:escntations have been received by the Government on the subject of the grievances from 
which Native Christians snfih• throu~::h the unequal operation of the law in I mlia, relating to probate and! 
a<lnrinistration, to be found in the Inaian Succession Act, 18G& (X of 1865), tho Hindu Wills Act, 1870 
(XXI of 1870), the Administrator General's Act, 1874. (II of 1874), and the Probo.tc and .AdministratiOD' 
Act, 1881 (V of 1881). 

2. By sections 187 and 190 of the Act of 1865 it is provided that no right under a will or to the 
property of an int.estate can be established in any Cour~ unless .P.robate or administration has been granted, 
II.Ild such a grant 1s further rendered necessary by ccrtam prov1s1ons of the Act of 1874, under wliioh the 
omission to obtain a grant entails the intervention of the Administrator General if tho value of the auets 
of the estate concerned exceeds Rs. 1,000. 'rh~'SC I>rovisiuns govern Native Christians

1 
but not Ilinda~ 
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Muhammadans or Buddhists s~ve in the r,ower Pt·ovinces of Bentr:J.I and the towns of Madras and Bombay, · 
where, owing to the provisions of the Hindu Wills Act, 1::! 70, wl;ich incorporates section 187 of th,e A.ct of 
1866, probate of the wills of Hindus, Jnins, Sikhs :mel Buddhists hM been rendered compul:;o:.v.. Elsewhere 
Hindus, Muhammadans aml Buddhists are only subject to the Act of 1881, which, wh1le 1t enables .a 
~rson. g?vcrned by it to tako out a gmnt if he linds it expedient to d~ so, cont~ins no con~pul.';ory provi­
Sions s1m1lar to those of sections 187 and 190 of the Act of ISG5. 'fhts concession was dchLcmtcly made 
"'ith a view to save Natives of Jndia unnecessary trouble ancl expense, in uncontested .cases, nml ~t is clear 
that by reason of it Native Christians are in a less fav?m·ahle po3itiou than other NatiVC3 who dtfier from 
thorn only in re~pcct of their religious b2lief. 

3. The Government of India arc of opinion tim~ the considerntions which prompted the granting of 
lho concession above explained to the vast majority of Natives of Iodin, have equal fo :-ce when applied to ~ 
tbe case of such ns are Christians. Th~ .A.ct of 1865 was originally designed for Etiropeaus aud other 
persons with a foreign domicile resident in India, and it is clue only to the fnct that Natives on their conver-
sion to Christianity ipto facto cease to be governed by the l ndian laws of succession, that., though .A.sia.tics 
domiciled in the country, they full within the purview of that Act. 

4. To remove these grievances more than one course has been proposed, but that which commends 
itself to the Government, is tho ex.ompLion of Native Christians from the provisions of sections 16, 17, 18, 
37 and 64. of the Administrator General's Act, 187-1-. This will do for them pt·eciscly wha~ was done for 
Parsis by the amending Act IX of 1881 ; i .e., it will rulicve them from the interference of the Adminis­
trator General in certain cases, and will cnablu them to avoid taking out prohatc, an(!, therefore, to escapo 
payment_of probate dnty, in cases where the assets can be :up.icably distributed. Such action, thou noh it 
will not place Nativo Christians on terms of absolute equality with othor natives of India will~ it is 
thought, be au adequate recognition of their grievances, 'l'he prc;cnt Bill hM been prcpa.red nc~rdin~ly. 

The 15th J,muar!J 1901. 
(Signed) c. M. RIVAZ. 

J, ?vl. l\JACPlllmSON, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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THURSDAY, H ;ra FEBRUARY 1901. 

Qir"Sepn.:ate paging is given to this Pa1·t, in o1·der tlutt it may be· filed as a Beparate compilfltioll. 

PART VI· 

BILLS 0 F THE C 0 V E R N'M EN T 0 F INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the luw relating to the 
exemption from ~oils of perSOllS an!). propet·ty belong.i11g to the Army was presented to the Council 
of · the Governm· General of India for the purpose of making Laws and .Regulations ou the 8th 
February 1901 :- · 

. ·WE, the undersigqc<)., ' membCJrs of the Select Coinn:ittee to which the Bill to amond the law 
· rblating to the ex-

From Chief Commissioner, Coorg, No. 2769, dotecl 2il~h No•·ember 1809 [Paper No. 1], emption from tolls 
F rom OfHciating Agent to Go•·ernor General in Baluchi•tan No. 02·16, d~tcd Jot December . f d 

1899 [Paper No. 2]. o pCJreons nn pro-
From High Court, Cnlcutta, No. 3072,·dnte<l 9th December 1 "~~[Paper No. 3). party belonging to 
F•·om llosidcut; Hy<lcrnb:.U, No. 38•L, <latetl 2~rci December 180fJ (P .. per No. <1], the Army was ro-
.From Chi(lf Commissioner, Assn.m, No. 43·l'. , dnLctl 22nd Dcccmhcr US99 (Pn.pcr No.5]. f d h 
From Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 104.33, tlo.tcd 23•·•1 D.:cewhcr 1899, and enclosure erre • . u.ve con• 

[Papers No.6]. 1 sidet-ed the Bill 
From Go\'ornm.out, Madras; No. 2-L., date<! 2nd Jannnry 1900, and cnclosnr•' • (P .. pcrs No. 7]. nnd tbe papers not-
r'rmn Chief Commissioner, ,\jmcr-~l crwora, No •. 3;;, dl\to<l 6th January 1900 [Paper No 81. ed in the rnnrgiu, 
From Govert)meut, No,th·Wcstern I'ro,·incos nnd Oudh, No, G ·l·XII ·:!~S· I :;., dated St!i J~nuary 

1900, and enclosure [POLpors No. 9). nnd have now tbe 
From Government·, Burma, No. 105-3-~1.·8, dated 5th .Jnnu:.ry 1900, nnd onciOllnrcs [P"pors No, 10]. honour to submit 
}' rom Government, Bengal, No. 3SL·)f., dat« l 24th January J900,and cuclo•urc [l'apor. No. ll). this our Report, 
From Gov<·rnment, I'unj"b• No. 134, tlatecl 25th January 1900, ami onclusures [Papers No. 12). \VJ'th the Bt'\l aa 
Frolll Government, Bombay, No, 87·1, d:Lted l Oth F cbrurny 1900 [Paper No, 1:1]. . Q 

ameuded by UR an-
nexed thereto. 

2. The lamented decease of Her late Majesty the Queen, Empress of Indin., antl thCJ nccession of 
His present Majesty, havCJ rendered it necessut·,y to make some ve-rbal alterations in the Bill. 

3. Clctuae 1 (8) .-In accordance with a suggestion made by the Government of tbe Punjab we have 
proposed the 1st April as the date on which the now Act should come into force, thus making its com· 
meucement coincident with that of the coming financial year. 

4. Clansc 2 (e)·:" Landing-place."-We have added words to this definition to make it clear that it 
covers floating bnding-stages. . . 

(/)' "Local corps under the Government of India."-We have expunged the words " under the Gov-· 
emment of India" both in· this definition and elsewhere in tbe Bill where "loon! corps" are referred to, 
because, except in the case of the Hydcrabad ContingCJnt, ·these "local corps" are· now under the 
Commander-in-Chief. · · · · · . 

(k) "Tolls."-;-As ~his d!31inition stood in the Bi!l as intro<luecd, i.t mig~t have been he~~ to include tho 
octroi or town-dtitJeslevJable m .many towns from which there was no mtent1on to exempt military property. 
We have therefore amended the definition so as to remove any doubt on this point, and have at the same 
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