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~ Sepcwate pcr,ging is given to this Pm·t, in orcle1· thc't it may be .filecl as a sepa1·ate compilation. 

PART IV. 

ACTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

• 'l'he following Act of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the assent of the 
Governor General on the 22nd March 1_901, and 
is . hereby promulgated for general wforma
tion :-

Act No. VII of 1901. 

.Aa Act to place Native Ckriatia.na i1~ the same 
po&ition as Hindus, 1Ji1dtamm~d~na Ml(l Bucl
dkists il£ the 111atter of oMat1H1/.g lcttc1·a of 
admi1tist1'alion and for otller purz1oaes. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to place Native Chris-
tians ou the same footing as Hindus, Mu_h!!-m
madans and Buddhists in the matter of obtnmmg 
letters of administration; tQ exempt them from 
the operation of certain provisions of the ~d-

II of 187i. ministrator General's Act, 1~74, from w~ICh 
, Hindus, Muhammada.n.~, Pars1s and Bnddhis.ts 

are exempted ; and to enable them to _obtam 
certificates under the Succession Certificates 

vq;: v! 1889. .Act, 1889, in certain cases; It is hereby enacted 
aa follows :-

1. (1) This Act may be cnlled the Native 
Christian .Administration 

Short title and commence- of Estates Act, 1901; 
mcnt. and 

(9) It shall come into force at once. 

2• In this Act, the expression " Native 
Christian " means a na-

Definition. tive of India who is, or 
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in good faith claims to be, of unmixed Asiatic 
descent and who professes any form of the Chris· 
tian religion. 

3. Sections 190 and 289 of the Indian Suc-

Exemption of Native 
Christions from sections 190 
and 23~, Act X, 1865, 

cession .Act, 18G5, shall X of 18651 
not apply to any part of 
the property of a Native 
Christian who has died 
intestate • 

4. In sections HI, 17
1 

18, 37 and 64 r~spect-
E t" f N • 1vely of the AdiD!mstra

Cbri~~/!'~.·~~om 0certah~~~:~ tor General's Act, 1874, It ofl874. 
tions of Act II,of 1874. before the word" Hindu" 

wherever it occurs, the 
word " Native Christinn " shall be inserted: 

Provided that nothing contained in this sec· 
tion shall affect any probate, letters of adminis
tration .or certificate granted or vested under the 
said Act. 

5. Nothing contained in section 1, sub-section 
Gnr.nt of ccrtincatos undor ( 4), . ~f the Succession VII of 188 

Act vu of 1889 to Native Certificates Act, 1889, 
Christians in certain caaea. shall be deemed to pre-

VImt the grant of a. cer· · 
tifica.te to any person claiming to be entitled to 
the effects of a deceased Native Christian, or to 
any I?art thereof, with respect to any debt or 
security, by reason that a right thereto ca.u be 
established by letters of administration onder the 
Indi&n Succession Act, 1866. X of 1 

J. M. MACPHERSON, 
Secretary to the Government o! India. 
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Act. of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the assent of the Governor 
General on the 22nd March 1901, and Js hereby 
promulgated for general information :-

Act No. VIII of 1901. 

.4" Act to provide for tke Re911lation aml 
l111pectio1J of IJ.ines. 

WHEREAS it is e:~:pedient to provide for the 
regulation and inspection of mines ; it is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

Pretimir~ary. 

1. (1) This Act may 
Short ti,lo, cxtcn~ and be called the Indian Mines 

comwoncomont. Act, 1901. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India, 
including :British Baluchistan, the Santhal Par
ganas and the Pargana of Spiti; and 

(8) It shall come into force at once. 

2. Nothing in tllis Act shall be construe(! t o 
affect the provisions of the 

Fo;ringofRcgulationXII, Upper :Burm(l. Ruby 
1887

' Rcgnlation, 1887. 
3. In this Act, unle8s tlJCre is anything re-

D 
6 

'ti J>ngnant in the subject 
e 01 ono. or context,-

(a) " agent," when used in relation to a mine, 
means any person appointed as the repre
sentative of the ow11er in respect of the 
mnnaaement of the mine or of any part 
there~£, and as such superior to a man
ager under this Act : 

(b) "child" means a person under the age of 
twelve years : 

(c) a. person i8 said to be "employed" in n 
mine who works unde1· appointment by 
or with tho kn.owledgo of the mnn(l.~er, 
whethtlr for wages or not, in nny mimug 
operation, or in clcnning Ol' oiling any part 
of any machinery used in or at the mine, 
or in any other kind of work whatsoever 
incidental to, or connected with, mining 
operations : 

(d) "mine" includes every sh::tft in the course 
of being sunk, and every level and in
clined plane in the course of being driven 
for commencing or 01>ening nny mine or 
for senrching for or proving mine1·::tls, 
and all the shafts, leyeJs, planes, works, 
m::tchinery, tramways and sidings, both 
below ground and above ground, in and 
adjacent to and belonging to the mine; 
but it does not include o.ny pit, quarry or 
other exca.vntion the depth of no part of 
which measured from the level o£ the 
adjacent ground exceeds twenty feet and 
no part of which extends beneath tho 
superjacent ground : 

(e) '' owner," when used in relation to a mine, 
means any person who is tho immediate 

proprietor or lessee or occupier of the 
mine or of any part thereof, ::tnd do~s not 
include a person who merely r~cctves .a 

••royalty, rent or fine from the mme, or 1S 

merely the proprietor of the mine 511bject 
to any lease, grant or license for the 
working thereof, or is merely the owner 
of the soil, and not interested in the 
minerals of the iuine ; but any contractor 
for the working of a mine or any part 
thereof shall be subject to this Act in 
like manner as if he were nn owner, but 
not so as to exempt the owner from any 
liability: 

(f> ''prescribed" means prescribed by rules 
made under this Act : and 

(q) "shaft" includes pit. 

ln&JJectors. 

4. (1) The Governor General in Council shall, 
by notification in the 

Iuspcctoro, Gazette of India, nppoint 
a duly qualified person to be Chief Inspector of 
Mines throughout British India: 

(2) The Local Government mny, with the 
previous sanction of tho Governor General in 
Council, by not ificat ion in the local official Gnzette, 
appoint persons, qualified by experience, to be 
Inspectors of :M:iucs within such local areas or for 
such groups or classes of 1nines as it may assign to 
them respectively. 

(3) Every Inspector of Mines appointed under 
sub-section (2) shall, in the performance of his 
duties, be subordinate to the Cb.ief Inspector of 
Mines appointed under sub-sect ion ( 1) in such 
respects and t o such extent as may be prescribed 
by the Governor General in CounciJ.. 

, 

(4) The Chief Inspector and every Inspector 
of Mines appointed under this section shall be 
deemed to be a public servant within the meaning 
of the Indian Penal Code, and shnll be subordinate XLV of 1860. 
to such authority as the Governor General in Coun-
cil or the Loca.l Government, as the case mny be, 
may direct. ' 

(ll) No Chief Inspector or Inspector of Mines 
shall be a 1>artner or have any interest, direct or 
indirect, in any mine or mining rights in India. 

(6) When t·ulcs are made under this Act, tho 
Inspector of ~1:ines shall give information . to 
owners, agents and managers of mines within · 
the local nrea or tho g1·oup or class of mines, for 
which he has been appointed as to any rules which 
concern them r~speotively, and as to the places 
where copies of such rules may be obtained. 

5. The District ?vhgistrato may exercise such 
Powers of District of the powers and. perform 

Magis~ratc. such of the dut1es of an 
Inspector of Mines as the 

Local Government may, by general or special 
order, direct : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to empower a. District Magistrate to 
exercise any of tho powers conferred by section 15 
or section lll. 
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6. The Chief Inspector of 'Mines may, any
Powers of I to f where within British India, 

Mines. nspee ra 0 and an Inspector of Mines 
. . may, within the local area 
or _mth r_espect to the group or class of mines for 
which he Is appointcd,-

(a) make such examination and inquiry as 
he thinks fit in order to ascertain 
whether the provisions of this Act aml 
of the rules and orders made thereunder 
are observed in the case of any mine; 

(b) enter, with such assista.uts (if any) as 
he thinks fit, inspect and examine any 
mine and any part thereof at all rea.
sonable times by da.y or by night, but 
not so as unreas-Jnably to impede or 
obstruct the working of the mine; 

(c) exa.mine into, <aYd make en'}uiry respect
ing, the state and condition of auy mine 
or any part thereof, the ventilation of 
the mine, the sufficiency of the special 
rules for the time being in force in aml 
at the mine and all matters aml things 
connected with or rela.ting to the safety 
of the 11ersons employed in or about the 
mine; 

(d) order that any person shall not be em· 
ployed in, or admitted to, or shall be 
removed from, a mine where tllere is 
ground for believing that his employ
ment in, or admission to, or presence in, 
such mine would be dangerous to himself 
or ot.hers : Provided that an appeal shall 
lie to such authority as tho Governor 
General in Council or the Local Govcm
mcnt, as the case may be, may direct from 
any order made under tllis Clause, and that 
the order shall be complied with until 
tho decision of such authority shall be 
received at the mine; 

(e) do all other things required of him by 
or under this Act. 

7· Every owner, agent and mrmage1• of a mine 
shall furnish the Chief In

Facilities to be afforded spector all(l every Ins11ect-
to Inspectors. f .,. . . 

or o 1\hnes, on requi-
sition, with the means necessary for making any 
entry, inspection, examination or inquiry in rela
tion to the working of the mine undet· this Act. 

8. (1) All copies of, and extracts from, 
rct7isters or other records Information acquired to o 

be deomed official secrets appertaining to any mine, 
within meaning of Act and all other information 
XV, lSSO. acquired by the Chief In
spector or an Inspector of Mines, or by any ~ne 
assistino- him, in the inspection of any ~nne 
under this Act, shall be regarded as str1ctly 
confidential. 

(2) ]f any such pereon discloses to any one, 
other than a Mao-istrate or an o,l:licer to whom he 
is subordinate. ~ny such information as afore· 
said without the consent of the Governor General 
in Council or the Local Government, as the case 
may be, he shall be_guilty ~fa breach of official 

· trust, and shall be puniShable 1~ the m~nner pro· 
vided by section 4 of tho Indian Offic!al Secrets 
Act, 1889. 

(B) No Court shall take cogniz:mce of any 
offence under this section unless on a prosecution 
at the instance of the Governor General in Council, 
or the Loc:J.l Government, ot· of a person aggrieved 
by the same. 

Mi1tilt!J Boards a11d Co1;11nilccs. 

9. (Z) Tho Local Government may constitute 
. . · for the Province, or for 

?lhmng Donrds. any part of the Province, 
or for auy group or class of mines in the Province, 
a mining Board consisting of-

(a) a public offi.cer, not heing the Chief In
spector or an Inspector of Mines, nomi
nated by tho Local Government to act 
as chairman ; 

(b) the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of 
Mines; 

(c) one other person, not being the Chief 
Inspector or an In~pector of 1\'[ines, no
minated by the Local Government ; and 

(d) two persons nominated hy owners of 
mines or their representatiYcs in such 
mannOt· as the Local Government may 
direct. 

(2) The chairman shall appoint a person to act 
as secretary of the Board. 

(3) The Loca.l Government may give directions 
us to the payment of travelling expenses incurrc.l 
by the chail"lnan, secretary or any member of a 
Mining Board in the performance uf his duty as 
such chairman, secretary or member. 

10. (1) Where under this Act any question 
. relating to a mine is re-

Comnnttees. ferred to a Committee, the 
Committee shall consi~t of-

(a) a chairman nominated by tho Local 
Government or by such olficer or 
·authority as the Local Government 
may dil·ect ; 

(b) one or mere persons qualified by ex
perience to dispose of t.he question referred 
to the Committee and nominated by tho 
chairman ; and 

(c) one or more persons equal in number to 
the 110r~on or persons nominated under 
clause (b) and nominated by the owner, 
agent or manager of the mine concerned. 

(2) 'fhe Inspector of Mines shall not serve as 
chairman or member of a Committee appointed 
under this section. 

(3) No person employed in or in t.hc manage
ment of the mine concerned Hhall serve as chair· 
man or membe1· of a Committee appointed under 
this section. 

(4) Where an owner, agent or manager fail~ 
to exercise his power of nomination under sub
section (1), clause (c), the Vommittce may, not
withstanding such failure, proceed to inquire into 
and dispose of the matter referred to them. 

(5) The Committee shall hear and recorl such 
information as the Chief Inspector or the Inspector 
of :Miues or the owner, agent or manoger of the 
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mine concerned may place before them, and shall· 
intimate their decision to the Chief Inspector or 
the Inspector of Mines and to the owner, agent or 
manager of the mine concerned, nnd shall report 
their decision to the Local Government, or, whe1·e 
a :Mining Board has baen constituted, to the Local 
Government through the Mining Board. · 

(6) On receiving such report the Local Gov
ernment may, if the Inspector o.E Mines, or the 
owner, agent or mn!lllger, has lodgad au objection 
to the decision of the Committee proceed to review 
such decbion and to pass such orders in the matter 
u.s it may thiuk fit. 

(7) The Local Government mny givo directions 
u.s to tho remuneration (if any) to be paid to the 
members of the Committee or any of them, and as 
to payment of the ~xpenses of the inquiry, includ
ing mch remuneratiOn, 

11. (1) A Mining Bo:ll'<l constituted under 
section 9 or a Committee 

rower• of ~~in ins Doar<l• apr>ointed under section 10 
and Con1mittcc. may exercise such of tho 
powers of an Inspector of Mines as th.ey may 
think it necessary or expedient to exercise for the 
purpose of deciding or rer>orting upon any matter 
referred to them. 

(2) A 1\:finiug Bonrd constituted under section 9 
or a Committee appointed under section I 0 shall 
have the powers of a Civil Court for the purpose 
of enforcing the attendance of witnesses and com
pelling the production of documents; and every 
person required by any such Committee to ful'llish 
information before it shall be deemed to be legally 
bound to do so within the meaning of section 176 

XI.Y of lBCO. of the Indian Penal Cotle. 

12. When the Local Government directs that 
Rccol'e of ex enoeo. th~ exponFes of any in· 

ry P qmry conducted by a 
lllining Bourtl constituted under section 9 or by 
a Commit tee appointed under section 10 are to 
be horne in whole or in part by the owner, agent 
or m~nnger of the mine concerned, the amount so 
direct ed to be paid may be 1·ecovcretl on application 
by the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of Mines to a Magistrate having jurisdiction at the place 
where the mine is situate Ol' where such owner, 
agent or manager is for the time being resident by 
the distress and sale of any moveable property 
within tl1o limits of the Magistrate's jurisdiction 
belonging to such owner, agent or manager. 

Mi~Jin.'l Operatio>ll and lJuliet a?£rl Re8pOn8ibi
litieB of Ow11e11, .tfuents and Mana!JCT8. 

13· (1) For every mine the!Jl shall be a manager, 
:r.I na who shall have the pre-

a gcrs. scribed qualifications. 

(2) Tho manager shall be responsible for the 
superintendence of all parts of the mine. 

14. (1) The owner, ngent aud manager of 
every mine shall bo rc

DiltiH and I'Cll}lonaibllitiea sponsible that all opera
of ownon, agents and man· tiona carried 011 . •sen m connec-

, tion therewith are con-
ducted in accordance wibh the provisions of this 
Act and the rules and order made thereunder. 

(2) In the event of any contrav~n~ion of, or 
failure to comply with, any such proVIsions on the 
part of any person wl10msoever, the owner, a~ent 
and mauac-rcr shall each be liable to be found gwlty 
of an off:nce aO'ainst this Act, unless he proves 
that he had t~ken all reasonable means, by pub· 
lishing and to the best of his .power cuforci~g the 
said provisions, to prevent such contnwent!on or ' \ 
non-compliance, and that such coutravent10n or 
non-compliance occurred without his consent. 

15. (1) I£, in any respect which is not provided 
ugaiust by any express 

Powers or Inspector "·hen provision of this Act, or 
c>uscs of danger not ex· of the rules or orders 
prcssly provided ngainst made thereunder, the 
o~i st or when employment 
ef women or children is Chief Inspector or any 
dangerous. Inspector of Mines finds 

that any mine, or any part 
thereof, or any matter, thing or practice in or con
nected with the mine, or with the control, manage
ment or direction thereof, is dangerous to human 
life or safety, or defective so as to threaten, or tend 
to, t.lw bodily injtuy of any person, he may give 
notice in writing thereof to the owner, agent or 
manager of the mine, and shall state in the notice 
the particulars in which he considers the mine, or 
]>art thereof, or the matter, thing or practice, to 
be dangerous or defective, and require the same to 
be remedied. . 

(2) If, for reasons to be recorded in the order, 
the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of Mines is 
of opinion that there is urgent and immediate 
danger to the life or safety of women or children 
employed in or ~'l.t any mine, he may, by order in 
writing, prohibit the em]>loymcnt of such women 
and chJldreu . 

. (~) '!'he . Chief Inspector or the Inspector 
g1vmg notice uudru: sub-section (1) or making an 
order under sub-sechon (2) shall forthwith report 
the sa~n? to the Mining ]Joard, or, where there is 
no Mmmg Boanl, to such officer or authority as 
the Local Government may by general or special 
order appoint in this behalf. 

~4) If the owner, agent or manager of the mine 
ohJ?Cts to remedy th.c matttr complained of in a 
nottce under sub-sect10n (1) or to com]>ly with an 
order made under sub-section (2) he may within 
twenty days after the receipt of tho notice or order 
send his objection in writing-, stating the grounds 
thereof, to the Board or other authol'ity to which 
the. Inspoctol"s report is made under · sub
scctlOn ( 9). 

(~) On receivi~g an objection made under sub
section (4). the saul Board or other authority shall 
refer tho matte1· to a. Committee. 

(IJ) In case objection is taken to an ordet· made 
u~der su.b-section .(~). the order shall ·be complied 
w1th uutt.l the declSton of the Committee is received 
at the mme. 

(7) N otLing in this section shall affect the 
powers of a Ma.,.istrate under section 144 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. v of 1898. 

16. The owner, agent or manager of a mine 
Notice to be gi•cn of · fhull, in the case of exist-

mining operations, ing minos within three 
months after the com-
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mencement of this .Act and in the case of new mines 
within three months' aft~r the commencement of 
mining operations, give notice in writin"' to the 
Insl?ector of Mines appointed under sectio~ 4, sub
sectiOn (2), for the local area in which the mine 
is s~tuatc, or for the group or class of mines to 
wh1c-h the mine belongs or if no Insp~ctor of 
Mines has b~cn appoint~d f~r such area or group 
or class of mmc~, to the Chief Inspector of Mines, 
of the address to which he desires his letters to be 
directed, the kiml of minerals worked or to be 
w?r~cd, the n~mc of the pet·son under whom the 
mmmg operations arc or are to be conducted, and 
the nature of the moving power which is or is to 
be used. 

17. When any accidental explosion occurs in 
N r t b . a mine, or when any acci

nociJc;,~~. 0 0 
g>von of dent occurs in or at a mine, 

causing loss of life or 
serious bodily injury, the owner, agent or manager 
of the mine shall give such notice of the explosion 
or accident to such authorities, in such form, and 
within such time, as may be prescribed. 

18. (1) When in or at any mine an explosion 
or other accideut has occur

Power for tho Go''· red if it nppears to the Gov-
ernment to onler formal . ' , G . J • C ·1 
inquiry into accidents. einor cneia 1ll ounci or 

the Local Govemment that 
a forrnn.l inquiry into the causes of, and circmn
stn.nccs attending·, the accident ought to be held, 
the Go\·crnor Genera.! in Council or the Locn.l 
Government may give directions accordingly, 
and muy appoint a competent person to 
hold the inquiry, and may n.lso :1.ppoint n.ny 
person or persons ]JOssessing lcgnl or specin.l 
knowledge to act as assessor ot· assessors in 
holding the inquity. 

(2) The person or ]>Crsons so n.ppointed shall 
have all the powers of a Civil Uourt for the 
]mrpose of enforcing the attendance of witnesses 
and compelling the production of documents; and 
every person required by such persou or J)Crsons 
as aforcsuid to furnish any infot·mation shall be 
deemed to be legally bound to do so within the 

x {, v oOSGO. meaning of section 176 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(3) The person or persons holding au inquiry 
under this section may exercise such or the pow
ers or an J nspector of Mines as he or they mrLy 
think it necessary or expedient to exercise for the 
}>Urposes of such inquiry. 

(4) The person or persons holding an inquiry 
under this section shn.ll make a report to the Local 
Government, statincr the causes of the accident nnd 
its circumstances, "'and adding any o~rvations 
which he or they mn.y think fit to make. 

19. The Local Government may cause any 
. . report submitted under 

Pubhc•tion of reports, section 15 or section 18 
to be ]>ublished at such time and in such manner 
as it may think fit. 

R1tle1. 

20. (1) The Governor General in Council may, 
for the whole or !LilY part 

Power for Government to of British India, and each 
make rulea. Local Government, with 
the previous sanction of the Governor Gen~ral in 
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Council, may, for the whole or any part of the 
Province, by notification in the Gazette of In(\ia 
or the loc:l.l official Gazette, ns the case may be, 
make rules for carrying out the purposes and 
objects of this Act in respect of all mines or any 
groups or classes of mines. 

(2) In particnhr and ,yithout prejudice to the 
generalit.y of the foregomg power, such ntles 
may-

( a) regulate the duties ancl powers of the Chief 
Inspector ami of Inspectors of Mines in 
respect of the inspection of mines under 
this Act, and provide for appeals from 
the orders of the Chief Inspector· and 
Inspectors of Mines ; 

{b) proYide for the applliUtmcnt O( chairmen 
and members o£ Mining Bormls and Com
mittees and regulate the procedure of such 
Boards and Committees ; 

(c) prescribe the duties of owners, agtJnts and 
mnuagcrs of mines ami of all persons acting 
under them; 

(d) pt·escribe the qualificntiona of managers and 
of all persons acting tmdcr them ; 

(e) regulate the manner of ascertaining. by 
examination or otherwise, the qualifica
tions of managers and persons acting 
under them, and the granting and renewal 
of certificates of competency ; 

(/) fix the fees (it any) to be pn.id in respect 
of such examinations and the grant and 
renewal of certificates ns aforesaid ; 

(g) J>rovide for tltc making of inquit·i~s into 
charges of misconduct or incompetency 
on the part of managers and persons 
acting under them, and for the suspen
sion and cancellation of certi 6cates of 
competency; 

(k) prescribe t!te matters in respect of which 
notices, t•eturns and reports shall be fur· 
uished by owners, agents and managers, the 
forms of such notices, returns and reports, 
the persons and n.uthorities to whom 
.they are to be furnished and the particu
lars to be contained in them; 

{i) prescribe the plans (if any) to be kept by 
owners, agents and managers, and the 
manner and places in which they arc to bt! 
kept for purposes of record ; 

(j) regulate, suLject to tbe provisions of the 
Indian Explosives Act, 1884, and the n· of 1884. 
rules thereunder, the storage and use of· 
explosives ; 

(k) provide for the safety of the persons 
employed in mines, their means of entrance 
thereinto and exit therefrom, the number of 
shafts or outlets to be famished, the fencing 
of shafts, outlets and passnges, a11d the 
care of all machinery ; 

(l) prohibit, restrict or regulate the employ
ment of women or children either below 
ground or on particular kinds of labour 
where such employment is attended by 
danger to the life, safety or health of such 
women or children. 
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(1n) require owners or ng~nts to maintain 
recristers of women and chihlren employed, 
and prescribe the forms of such registers ; 

(") provide for the water-supply, sanitation and 
conservancy of mines ; 

(o) provide for the safety of the roads and 
working-places in mines ; 

(p) provide for the ventilation of mines and_ the 
action to be taken in respect of noXJous 
gases; 

(q) require and regulate the use of fafety lamps 
in mines; 

(r) .provide against the accumulation of water in 
mines; 

(s) regulate the procedure on t.he occurrence of 
acciclents in mines and the supply of 
medical appliances and comforts for the 
benefit of persons injured t.hc1·cin; 

(t) provide for the fencing of any mine or part 
of a mine, whether the same is being work
ed or not, whe1·e such fencing is necessary 
for the protection of the public ; 

(1t) provide for the protection of public property 
and .works from injury in respect of any 
mine when the workings are discontiuued; 
and 

( v) p. escribe the notice to be given by the 
owner, agent or manag-er- of a mine 
before extending any mining operations 
nn~er his control nt or to any point within 
fifty yards of any milway subject to the 
provisions of the Indian Railways Act, 
18JO, or of any public works or clauses of 
public wod>s which the Local Govemmcnt 
may, hy general or special order, specify in 
thic behalf. 

(3) 'l'he power to make rules confe1Tcd by tl1is 
section is subject to t he condition of the ruleti being 
made after previous publication. 

(4) The date to be specified in accordance w1th 
clause (3) of section 23 of the Geneml Clauses 
Act, 1897, us that after which a draft of rules 
proposed to be made under this section will be 
taken into consideration, shall not be less than 
three months from the date on which the draft of 
the proposed rules WlL~ published for general in
formation. 

(fJ) Where a Mining Board has been constitut
ed unrlor section 9, nny rulo to be mnde under 
this Act shall, before it is published for criti
cism under sub-section (.'1), be referred to the 
Mining Board, nnd the rule shall not be so pub
lished until the said Board has reported as to the 
expediency of making the proposed rule and ns 
to the suitability of its provisions. 

(6J All rules made under this seotion sball be 
published io the Ga7.ette of India or in the local 
offici~\ ~ozette, ~ the case may be, and, on such 
publ o 1t1on, shall have effect us if enacted in 
this Aot. 

21. (1) The owner, agont or m.~nager of a mino 
l'CJWer for oWIIere ole. maY frame and transmit 

to make opeoir.l rntee.' ' t' tho J nspector o£ Mines 
o.r, when there is no In

spector for the local ar~ in which tho wine is 

situate or. the group· or' class to which the mine 
belon<>'s to the Chief Inspector, a. d~aft 0h! 6~1cht 

,.. ' · ' t t th t IS r~C special rule~ not bein"' InconsJg .en WI d 
or nny rul~s for the "time bein"' in force un er 
section 20, for the control !wu"'guidance of the 
persons acting in the management ' f, or employed 
in or about, tre mine as he m:~.y deem necessary 
to prevent ar.cidents and provide for the 5a[ety, 
convenience nod discipline of the persons employed 
in or about the miue. 

(2) IE any such owner, agcut or manager-
(a) fails with'n a. period of two months after 

the rccci• t of a notice from the Inspcctol' 
or Chief Inspector to tran.smit a d~aft of 
Euch special rules n,s arc referred to m snb
Eection (1), or 

(b) submits n dr;1ft of such special rules as 
aforesaid, which is not in the opinion of 
the Inspector or 0)1ief Inspector suffi
cient, 

the Inspector or Chief Inspector may e~ther-
(~) propose a draft o·f St)ch spcmal rules as 

appear to him to be sufficient, or 
(ii) propose such amenrlmcnts in the dra-ft 

submitted to him by the owner, agent or 
manage1· as will, in his opinion, render 
them sufficient, 

and shall send such draft mles or draft amend
ments to the owner, agent or mann.g"r for con- . 
sidemtion. 

(3) If within a ]leriorl of two months from the 
date. on which any · draft rules or draf t amend
ments are s~nt by the Inspector or Chief In
spector to the owner, ngcnt or manager of a 
mine under the provisions of sub-section (2), the 
Inspector or Chief Inspector and the owl.JCr, agent 
or manager arc mmble to n.gTee as to t he terms of 
the speci;~l rules to be made under sub-section (1) 
or as to the t~rms of any of such rules, the said 
Inspector or Chief Inspector shall reLr the draft 
rules for settlement to the :Mining- Board or, 
where there is no Mining l3o.•.nl, to such officer or 
authority as the Lr,cal Government may, by 
general or special order, ap})()int in this behalf. 

( 4) A copy of the drart rules as agreed to by 
the owner, a.gent or manager and the Inspector 
or Chief Inspector, or, when th<ly are unable to 
agree, as settled by the lVfiuing Board or such 
officer Ol' authority as aforost~id, shall, tog·ether 
wi: h a notic~ intimating th;\t any objection or 
suggestion in resj.ect thereof may be submitted in 
W1_itn1g by any 110r~on employ~d in the mine to the 
Eal<l Inspector or Chief Iu~pector for cons· deration, 
he posted up for not less than thirty days in len-i" 
hie chara<: tCI'S in English and in the vernacula1:='oi 
the district in some cons1Jicuons place in tuc mine 
for the inf?rmation of the persons emtlloyecl th ·rein, 
and a cert1ficatc to the effect that this has been 
d~ne signed by the owner, agent or manager of the 
~n!e. shall be transmitted to the said Inspector or 
Ch1ef Inspector, together with two copi2s of the 
d1·a;ft mles. 

(5) When the publiration 1·equired by sub-section 
(4) has been carried out, the Inspector or Chief 
In~P?ctor sh til f< rward a copy of the draft rulea so 
published, together with a copy of any obj!!c~ione 
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or suggestions in. respect thereof received by him, 
to the Locul GoYemment. 

. (6) 'rhe special ru~es, when approved by the 
Loc~l Government, w1th such modificat ions (if any) 
as, 1t may. think. fit, shall be 1mblished in like 
11\!J.nner ~s 1~ pro,:rdcd in sub-section (4) rcgpccting 
t~c publ:catron or the dmft, aud, on such pttblica
tron, shall have cU'ect as if enacted in this .Act : 

Pro~,idcd that the Local Government may at 
:my .tunc, _by .order in writing, which shall be 
pnbhshccl lll_ hkc manner as afore~aid, rescind, 
m whole or m part, any rules so made, and that 
thereupon such rules shall cease to have effect 
accordingly. 

Fe>< attica. 
Penalties for offences. 22. (1) Whoever-

(a) obstructs the Chief Inspector or an Inspector 
of Mines in the discharge of his duties under 
this .A.et ,-or refuses or wi!fttlly neglects to 
furnish him with the means nece ssary for 
making· any entry, inspection, examination 
or inquiry thereunder in relation to any 
miue; o1· 

(b) counterfeits, or knowingly makes a false 
st-atement in, any certificate or in any 
official copy of a certificate granted nuder 
this Act; or 

(c) knowingly mes ns true any such counterfeit 
or false certificate; or 

(d) makes or produces or uses any false declara
tion, st.atcmcuL or evidence knowing the 
same to be fahc for the purpo£0 of obtain
ing·, for himself or for any other pnrson, a 
certificat e, or the renewal o·f a certificate, or 
nuy employment under this Act; or 

(e) coutraYcncs nny provision of this Act or any 
rule or order thereunder for the breach of 
which lJO pen:dty is otherwise provided, 
where the act done hns resul ted in loss of 
life or serious bodily injury to any person ; 

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three months, or wilh fine 
which mtty ex.tend to five hundred rupees, or with 
both. 

(2) Whocver

(a) falsifies . any plan or register or renord 
reqniretl to be maintained by or under this 
Act; or, 

(b) bein,. the owner, ao-ent or manager of a 
mh~, omits to giv; the pre'lcri'led notice of 
an acc·ident in the mine or to make or 
furnish any prescribed plans or returns; or 

(c) makes, gives or delivers any such pi!'~· rc.· 
gi.:>ter, record, notice or return cont>nmng a 
stal emenl, entry or de! ail "hich is not, to 
the best of his knowle·lge or beliJf, true; 

shall be pn11ishable with fine which may exttlnd to 
five hund!'ld rupees. 

(3) Whoever-
(a) employs or allows to be employ~ in or about 

·a uri t e or allows to enter a nnoe o1· part of 
a mine: nny pe1son in contrav~otion of any 
provi. ion of tbis Act or of any rule or order 
thereunder; or 

(L) allows any person to perform any work 
forbidden by, or to wot·k iu contravention 
of, any such provision; or 

(c) fails to comply with any requisition or order 
made under any such provision ; or, 

(d) being the owner, agent or maMger of a 
miue, fails to maintain correctly, or to pro· 
duce, any prescribed plan ; or 

(o) contravenes any provision of this Act or any 
rule or order thereunder for th·! breach of 
which no penalty is otherwise provided; 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to two hundr~d rupees, and, in the case of 
a continuing breach under clause (c) of this 
Slib-section, with a further fine which may extend 
to fifty rupees for every day during which the 
breach is proved to have ·been persisted in after 
the date of the rer·ei pt by him of the order or r!l
quisition referred to in such clause. 

11 iace llaltcou •. ,. 

23. No prosecution shall be instituted ·against 
Prosecution of owner, any ownP.r, agdnt or ma-

n;;cnt or wnn•ger. nag?r for. any off,mcc 
ngamst thts Act or any 

rule or order thereunder except at the instance of 
the Chief Inspector or an Inspector of Mine~. 

24. No Court shall take cognizance of any 
offence against this Act 

tio~~:nitation of prosceu- or any rule or order there
under unless complaint 

thereof is made within si:s: months of the date on 
which the offence is allegecl to b11ve been committed. 

25. No Court inferior to that of a Ma::,..j,strate 
. of the first class or ~uh-

Cogm,..,nco of offences. d. . . ]1\f . t h ll IVIStona J ' ag1str .. e s a 
try 11ny offence a!!'ninst this Aot or any rule or 
order thereunder which is ulleged to have been 
committed by any owner, agent or manager of a 
mine or a,y offence which is punishable with iru· 
prisoument. 

26. If the Court trying any case instituted on 
the complaint of tho Chief 
Inspector or an Inspector 
of :Mines under this Ac-t 
is of opinion that the case 
is one which should, in 

Rcferenco to Mining 
D(Jard or Corr:.mittco in 
lieu of pro:rucut.iuu in 
c~:~ .. ta.in co.scs. 

li~u of a proFccution, bo !"eferred to a Mining 
Boa1·d or a Committee, it may stay tho crimin11l 
pl'oceedings, anrl report the matter to the Local 
Government with a view to such reference being
JIIAde. 

27.' I£ any que.>tion arise3 as to whether any 
• ex<·avation or working is a 

Decision of qocsLion mine within the meanin'" 
~~;tbcr a mi110 Ia nuder Lhia of this Act, the Lo~ ' 

· Government may decide 
the question, and a certificate, signed by a Secre
tary to the Local Government, shall be conclusive 
on the point. 

2!!. If in :my inquiry or proceeding under thi~ 
E . Act it is necessary to 
'VIdence of agr. <lee ide the quest•on whe-

tlJer a pernnn is or i~ not ur.dcr the age of twelve 
years, a eert.ifie~le in "riling, si!{net.l by a duly 
quahfied 1-erson practising medicinu or. surgery, 
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who states that he lms examined such person, and 
that the age of such person, as nearly ns ran he 
a.fcertnine<l from such examination, is or is not 
under twelve years, shall be received as tn'imd 
farie e>idence of the age of such person. 

29. The Governor General in Council may, by 

P 
notification in the Gazette 

owe•· to exempt from f I d" .I b · ~ t 
operation of Act. o n 11\, nnu su Jec • . o 

such limitations and con
ditions as may seem t~ him expedient, exempt 
fr~m the operation of the whole or any part ~£ 
th1s Act any local area, or nny mine or group or 
c!ass of.mines, or any class of persons. 

30. The Go\•ernor General in Council or any 
ro,vor of oo,·ernmont of Local Government shall 

IndiA co alter or 11'!citul have authority to reverse 
or<lera. or modify :my order 
pa•sed un.lcr this Act by· any authority subject to 
hi~ or its control. 

31. This Act shall 
c;,~g~~~~~~ of Act to apply to mines belonging 

to the Crown. 
32. The Governor General in Council may, if 

Exe:rcisc of power by 
Governor G<'ncral in Conn· 
.-il. 

TJocal Government. 

he thinks lit, exercise any 
power which is by tlt; 
Act con fcrrcd upon ~. 

Temporary .Provision. 

33. No Com·t shall take cogni?.auce of any 
Bar of pro•ccutions for offence punishable under 

crrtnin offences committe<! section Ill!, sub-section (1), 
"ithin one year of com· clause (o), or s ub·scction · 
mcnccmcnt ot Act. (3), w hicl: is alleged to 
lu1.vc been committed by any. porson within one 
yc~r from the commencement of this Act. 

J. M. MACPHERSON, 
S!!cretal'y to the Government of India. 

:IOIIU.ll' : PIUITIUI AT TH& VOTIIUIK&IIT CIIIITRAt:. PR&Q. 


