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PART TV.
AGTS PASSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Act of the Governor General of
Tndia in Council received the assent of the
Governor General on the 22nd March 1901, and
is_hercby promulgated for general informa-
tion :—

Act No. VII of 1901.

An det to place Native Christians in the same
position as Hindus, Muhammadans and Bud-
dlists in the matler of ollaining letters of
administration and for other purposes.

WHEREAS it is expedient to place Native Chris-
tians on the same footing as Hindus, Muham-
madans and Buddhists in the matter of obtaining
letters of administration ; to exempt them from
the operation of certain provisions of the Ad-
ministrator General’s Act, 1874, from which
Hindus, Muhammadans, Pérsis and Buddhists
are exempted; and to enable them to obtain
certificates under the Succession Certificates
Act, 1889, in cortain cases; It is hereby enacted
aa follows :—

1. (Z) This Act may be called the Native
Christian A dministration
of Estates Act, 1901;
and

1T of 1874,

.

Vi1 08 1880,

Short title and commence-
ment.

(8) It shall come into force at once.

9. In this Act the expression  Native
- Christian * means & na-
Definition. tive of India who is, or

v—>b6

in good faith claims to he, of unmixed Asiatic
descent and who professes any form of the Chris-
tian religion.

3. Sections 190 and 239 of the Indian Suc-
cession Act, 1865, shall X of 1865
Exemption of Native ROt apply to an t
Ch(;-i.zti.;us from sectiom:l 115'3 the px]?()F,pZI'ty of i pNa:tivo(f
and 239, Act X, 1860, Christian who has died
intestate.

4. In sections 16, 17,18, 37 and 64 respect-
Fxonbtiosi of e Not ively of the Administra-
Christians from O ertain v tor General’s Act, 1874, IT of 1874.
tions of Act II of 1874. before the word “Hindu"
- wherever it occurs, the
word  Native Christian * shall be inserted :

. Provided that nothing contained in this sec-
tion shall affect any probate, letters of adminis-
tration .or certificate granted or vested under the
said Act.

5. Nothing contained( ;1)1 section 1, sub-section
, of the Successiony ‘
Certificates Act, 1889, e
shall be deemed to pre-
: vent the grant of a cer-
tificate to any person claiming to be entitled to
the effects of a deceased Native Christian, or to
any part thereof, with respect to any debt or
security, by reason that a right thereto can be
established by letters of administration under the
Indian Succession Act, 1865.

J. M. MACPHERSON,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Grant of certificatos under
Act VII of 1889 to Native
Christians in certain cases,
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Ack of the Governor General of
TIndia in Council received the assent of the .Governor
General on the 22nd March 1901, and s hereby
promulgated for general information :—

Act No. VIII of 1901.

An Act to provide for the Regulation and
Inspection of Mines.

WHEREAS it i3 expedient to provide for the
regulation and inspection of mines; it is hereby
enacted as follows :—

Preliminary.
ANTER tiilo ostentand 1. (Z) This Act may
or title, extent and 1y 4 eglled the Indian Mines
commencement. Act, 1901.

(2) It extends to the whole of British India,
including British Baluchistan, the Santhal Par-
ganas and the Pargana of Spiti; and

(8) It shall come into force at once.

2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
, i affect the provisions of the
Snving of Regulation X1L,  {j) o Burma Ruby

Regulation, 1887.

8. In this Act, unless there is anything re-
pugnant in the subject
or context,—

(a) “agent,” when used in relation toa mine,
means any person appointed as the repre-
sentative of the owner in respect of the
management of the mine or of any part
thereof, and as such superior to a man-
ager under this Act:

(b) ““child” means a person under the age of
twelve years :

(¢) a person is said to be “employed” in a
mine who works under appointment by
or with the knowledge of the manager,
whether for wages or not, i any mining
operation, or in cleaning or oiling any part
of any machinery usedin or at the mine,
or in any other kind of work whatsoever
incidental to, or connected with, mining
operations :

(d) “mine” includes every shaft in the course
of being sunk, and every level and in-
clined plane in the course of being driven
for commencing or opening any mine or
for searching for or proving minerals,
and all the shafts, levels, planes, works,
machinery, tramways and sidings, both
below ground and above ground, in and
adjacent to and belonging to the mine;
but it does not include any pit, quarry or
other excavation the depth of no part of
which measured {rom the level of the
adjacent ground exceeds twenty feet and
no part of which extends beneath the
superjacent ground :

() “owner,” when used in relation toa mine,
means any person who is the immediate

Definitions.

proprietor or lessee or occupier of the
mine or of any part thereof, and does not
include a person who merely reccives a
<, royalty, rent or fine from the mine, or 18
merely the proprietor of the mine subject
to any lease, grant or license for the
working thereof, or is merely the owner
of the soil, and not interested in the
minerals of the mine ; but any contractor
for the working of a mine or any part
thereof shall be subject to this Act in
like manner as if he were an owner, but
not so as to exempt the owner from any
liability :
(/) ““ prescribed ” means prescribed by rules
made under this Act: and

(9) “shaft’’ includes pit.
Inspectors.

4. () The Governor General in Council shall,
by notification in the
Liirses. Gazette of India, appoint
Mines throughout British India.

(2) The Local Government may, with the
previous sanction of the Governor General in
Council, by notification in the local official Gazette,
appoint persons, qualified by experience, to be
Inspectors of Mines within such local areas or for
such groups or classes of mines as it may assign to
them respectively.

(8) Every Inspector of Mines appointed under
sub-section (2) shall, in the performance of his
duties, he subordinate to the Chief Inspector of
Mines appointed under sub-section (Z) in such
respects and to such extent as may be prescribed
by the Governor General in Council.

(4) The Chief Inspector and every Inspector
of Mines appointed under this section shall be
deemed to be a public servant within the meaning

a duly qualified person to be Chief Inspector of -

of the Indian Penal Code, and shall be subordinate XLV of 1860.

to such authority as the Governor General in Coun-
cil or the Liocal Government, as the case may be,
may direct.

(6) No Chief Inspector or Inspector of Mines
shall be a partner or have any interest, direct or
indirect, in any mine or mining rights in India.

(6) When rules are made under this Act, the
Inspector of Mines shall give information to

owners, agents and managers of mines within -

the local area or the group or class of mines, for
which he has been appointed as to any rules which
concern them respectively, and as to the places
where copies of such rules may be obtained.

5. The District Magistrato may exercise such
of the powers and perform
such of the duties of an
Inspector of Mines as the
Local Government may, by general or special
order, direct:

Provided that nothing in this section shall be
deemed to empower a District. Magistrate to
exercise any of the powers conferred by section 15
or section 21,

Powers  of  District

Magistrate,




o
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6. The Chief Inspector of Mines may, any-
where within British India,
and an Inspector of Mines
may, within the local area

or with respect to the group or class of mines for
which he is a.ppoint;cd,—-—g 3

Powers of Inspectors of
mes.

(a) make such examination and inquiry as
he thinks fit in order to ascertain
whether the provisions of this Act and
of the rules and orders made thereunder
are observed in the case of any mine;

(0) enter, with such assistants (if any) as
he thinks fit, inspect and examine any
mine and any part thereof at all rea-
sonable times by day or by night, but
not so as unreasonably to impede or
obstruct the working of the mine;

(¢) examine into, @Hd make enquiry respect-
ing, the state and condition of any mine
or any part thereof, the ventilation of
the mine, the sufficiency of the special
rules for the time being in force in and
at the mine and all matters and things
connected with or relating to the safety
of the persons employed in or about the
mine ;

(@) order that any person shall not be em-
ployed in, or admitted to, or shall be
removed from, a mine where there is
ground for believing that his employ-
ment in, or admission to, or presence in,
such mine would be dangerous to himself
or others : Provided that an appeal shall
lie to such authority as the Governor
General in  Council or the Local Govern-
ment, as the case may be, may direct from
any order made under this clause, and that
the order shall be complied with until
tho decision of such authority shall be
received at the mine;

(¢) do all other things required of him by
or under this Act.

7. Every owner, agent and manager of a mine
shall furnish the Chief In-
spector and every Inspect-
or of Mines, on requi-
sition, with the means necessary for making any
entry, inspection, examination or inquiry in rela-
tion to the working of the mine under this Act.

8. (I) All copies of, and extracts from,
registers or other records
appertaining to any mine,
within _meaning of Act and all other information
PR acquired by the Chief In-
spector or an Inspector of Mines, or by any one
assisting him, in the inspection of any mine
under this Act, shall be regarded as strictly
confidential.

(2) 1f any such person discloses to any one,
other than a Magistrate or an officer to whom he
is subordinate. any such information as afore-
said without the consent of the Governor General
in Council or the Liocal Government, as the case
may be, he shall be guilty of a breach of official

Facilitics to be afforded
to Inspoctors.

Information acquired to
be deemed official secrets

" trust, and shall be punishable in the manner pro-

vided by section 4 of the Indian Official Secrets

kV of 1889, Act, 1589,

(3) No Court shall take cognizance of any
offence under this section unless on a prosecution
at the instance of the Governor General in Council,
or the Local Government, or of a person aggrieved
by the same.

Mining Boards and Commitees.

9. (Z) The Local Government may constitute
for the Province, or for
any part of the Province,
or for any group or class of mines in the Province,
a mining Board consisting of—

Mining Boards.

(@) a public officer, not heing the Chief In-
spector or an Inspector of Mines, nomi-
nated by the Local Government to act
as chairman ;

(6) the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of
Mines ;

(c) one other person, not heing the Chief
Inspector or an Inapector of Mines, no-
minated by the Local Government ; and

(@) two persons nominated hy owners of
mines or their representatives in such
manner as the Local Government may
direct.

(2) The chairman shall appoint a person to act
as secretary of the Board.

() The Local Government may give directions
as to the payment of travelling expenscs incurred
by the chairman, secretary or any member of a
Mining Board in the performance of his duty as
such chairman, secretary or member.

10. (Z) Where under this Act any question
relating to a mine is re-
ferred to a Committee, the
Committee shall consist of —

Committecs.

(2) a chairman nomivated by the Tocal
Government or by such officer or
-authority as the Local Government
may direct ;

(%) one or more persons qualified by ex-
perience to dispose of the question referred
to the Committee and nominated by the
chairman ; and

(c) one or more persons cqual in number to
the person or persons nominated under
clause () and nominated by the owner,
agent or manager of the mine concerned.

(2) The Inspector of Mines shall not serve as
chairman or member of a Committee appointed
under this section.

(%) No getson employed in or in the manage-
ment of the mine concerned shall serve as chair-
man or member of a Committee appointed under
this section. ;

(4) Where an owner, agent or manager fails
to exercise his power of nomination under sub-
section (), clause (¢), the Committece may, not-
withstanding such failure, proceed to inquire into
and dispose of the matter referred to them.

(©)) The Committce shall hear and recorl such
information as the Chief Inspector or the Inspector
of Miues or the owner, agent or manager of the
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mine concerned may place before them, and shall
intimate their decision to the Chief Inspector or
the Inspector of Mines and to the owner, agent or
manager of the mine concerned, and shall report
their decision to the Liocal Government, or, where
a Mining Board, has been constituted, to the Loca-}
Government through the Mining Board.

(6) On receiving such report the Tocal Gov-
ernment may, if the Inspector of Mines, or the
owner, agent or manager, has lodged an objection
to the decision of the Committee proceed to review
such decision and to pass such orders in the matter
as it may think fit.

(?) The Local Government may give directions
as to the remunecration (if any) to be paid to the
members of the Committes or any of them, and as
to payment of the expenses of the inquiry, includ-
ing such remuneration.

11. (Z) A Mining Board constituted under
section 9 or a Committee
appointed under section 10
may exercise such of the
powers of an Inspector of Mines as they may
think it necessary or expedient to exercise for the
purpose of deciding or reporting upon any matter
referred to them.

(2) A Mining Board constituted under section 9
or & Committee appointed under section 10 shall
have the powers of a Civil Court for the purpose
of enforcing the attendance of witnesses and com-
pelling the production of documents; and every
person required by any such Committee to furnish
information before it shall be deemed to be legally
bound to do so within the meaning of section 176
of the Indian Penal Code.

12. When the Local Government directs that
. the expenses of any in-
Recovery of expenses. quiry ) by A
Mining Board constituted under section 9 or by
a Committee appointed under section 10 are to
be borne in whole or in pari by the owner, agent
or manager of the mine concerned, the amount so
directed to be paid may be xecovered on application
by the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of Mines
to a Magistrate having jurisdiction at the place
where the mine is situate or where such owner,
agent or manager is for the time being resident by
the distress and sale of any moveable property
within the limits of the Magistrate’s jurisdiction
belonging to such owner, agent or manager.

Towera of Mining Boards
and Comumittee.

Mining Operations and Duties and Responsibi-
lities of Owners, Agents and Managers.

13. (2) For every mine thene shallbe a manager,
who shall have the pre-

Maubaers: seribed qualifications.

(2) The manager shall be responsible for the
superintendence of all parts of the mine.

14. (7) The ownmer, agent and manager of

every mine shall be re-

Dutics and responsibilities sponsible that all opera-

:f Sz, agents avd man-  tiong carried on in connec-

EEm: tion therewith are con-

ducted in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and the rules and order made thercunder.

(2) In the event of any contravqn_tion of, or
failure to comply with, any such provisions on the
part of any person whomsoever, the owner, agent
and manager shall each be liable to be found guilty
of an offence against this Act, unless he proves
that he had taken all reasonable means, by pub-
lishing and to the best of his power enforcing the
said provisions, to prevent such contravention or
non-compliance, and that such contravention or
non-compliance occurred without his consent.

15. () If, in any respect which is not provided
against by any express
provision of this Act, or
of the rules or orders
made thereunder, the
Chief Inspector or any
Inspector of Mines finds
that any mine, or any part
thereof, or any matter, thing or practice in or con-
nected with the mine, or with the control, manage-
ment or direction thereof, is dangerous to human
life or safety, or defective so as to threaten, or tend
to, the bodily injury of any person, he may give
notice in writing thereof to the owner, agent or
manager of the mine, and shall state in the notice
the particulars in which he considers the mine, or
part thereof, or the matter, thing or practice, to
be dangerous or defective, and require the same to
be remedied.

(@) If, for reasons to be recorded in the order,
the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of Mines is
of opinion that there is wrgent and immediate
danger to the life or safety of women or children
employed in or at any mine, he may, by order in
writing, prohibit the employment of such women
and children.

(3) The Chief Inspector or the Inspector
giving notice under sub-section (1) or making an
order under sub-section (2) shall forthwith report
the same to the Mining Board, or, where there is
no Mining Board, to such officer or authority as
the Local Government may by general or special
order appoint in this behalf.

Powers of Inspector when
causes of danger not ex-
pressly provided against
exist or when employment
of women or children is
dangerous,

(4) If the owner, agent or manager of the mine
objects to remedy the matter complained of in a
notice under sub-section () or to comply with an
order made under sub-section (2) he may within
twenty days after the receipt of the notice or order
send his objection in wnting, stating the grounds
thereof, to the Board or other authority to which
the Inspector’s report is made wunder * sub-
seetion (3).

(6) On receiving an objection made under sub-
section (4), the said Board or other authority shall
refer the matter to a Committee,

(5) In case objection is taken to an order made
under sub-section (), the order shall ‘he complied
with until the decision of the Committee is received
at the mine.

I)0(7') N(f)thh;& int this section shall affect the
wers of a Magistrate unde tion 144
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1r8;§? =2 : £ o

16. The owner, agent or manager of a mine
shall, in the case of exist-

Notice to be given of = - 5 SR
given of o “mines within three

mining operations,
months after the com-

B
v
r
= y
; z
V of 1898.
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mencement; of this Act, and in the case of new mines
Wwithin three months after the commencement of
mining operations, give notice in writing to the
Inspecto}‘ of Mines appointed under section 4, sub-
section (2), for the local area in which the mine
1s sttuate, or for the group or class of mines to
which the mine belongs, or, if no Inspector of
Mines has been appointed for such area or group
or class of mines, to the Chief Inspector of Mines,
of the address to which he desires his letters to be
directed, the kind of minerals worked or to be
worked, the name of the person under whom the
mining operations are or are to be conducted, and
the nature of the moving power which is or is to
be used.

17. When any accidental explosion oceurs in
a mine, or when any acci-
dent occurs in orat a mine,
¢ causing loss of life or
serious bodily injury, the owner, agent or manager
of the mine shall give such notice of the explosion
or accident to such authorities, in such form, and
within such time, as may be prescribed.

18. (Z) When in or at any mine an explosion
or other accident has occur-
red, if it appears to the Gov-
ernor General in Council or
the Local Government that
a formal inquiry into the causes of, and circum-
stances attending, the accident ought to be held,
the Governor General in Council or the Local
Government may give directions accordingly,
and may appoint a competent person to
hold the inquiry, and may also appoint any
person or persons possessing legal or special
knowledge to act as assessor or assessors in
holding the inquiry.

Notice to be given of
accidents.

Power for the Gov-
crament to order formal
inquiry into accidents.

(@) The person or persons so appointed shall
have all the powers of a Civil Court for the
purpose of enforcing the attendance of witnesses
and compelling the production of documents; and
every person required by such person or persons
as aforesaid to furnish any information shall be
deemed to be legally bound to do so within the

L.V of 1860, Teaning of section 176 of the Indian Penal Code.

~

(%) The person or persons holding an inquiry
under this section may exercise such of the pow-
ers of an Inspector of Mines as he or they may
think it necessary or expedient to exercise for the
purposes of such inquiry.

(4) The person or persons holding an inquiry
under this section shall make a report to the Local
Government, stating the causes of the accident and
its circumstances, and adding any ol¢ervations
which he or they may think fit to make.

19. The Local Government may cause any
report submitted under
section 15 or section 18
to be published at such time and in such manner
as it may think fit.

Pablication of reports.

Rules.

90. (1) The Governor General in Council may,
for the whole or any part

Power for Governmentto o Britich Tndia, and each
VORI Local Government, with

the preyious sanction of the Governor Genéral in

wv—7

Council, may, for the whole or any part of the
Province, by notification in the Gazette of India
or the local official Gazette, as the case may be,
make rules for carrying out the purposes and
objects of this Act in respect of all mines or any
groups or classes of mines.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may—

(¢) regulate the duties and powers of the Chief
Inspector and of Inspectors of Mines in
respect of the inspection of mines under
this Act, and provide for appeals from
the orders of the Chief Inspector® and
Inspectors of Mines ;

(%) provide for the appointment of chairmen
and members of Mining Boards and Com-
mittess and regulate the procedure of such
Boards and Committees ;

(¢) prescribe the duties of owners, agents and
mauagers of mines and of all persons acting
under them ;

(d) prescribe the qualifications of managers and
of all persons acting under them ;

() regulate the manner of ascertaining. by
examination or otherwise, the qualifica-
tions of managers and persons acting
under them, and the granting and renewal
of certificates of competency ;

(f) fix the fees (if any) to be paid in respect
of such examinations and the grant and
renewal of certificates as aforesaid ;

(9) provide for the making of inquiries into
charges of misconduct or incompetency

on the part of managers and persons
acting under them, and for the suspen-

- sion and cancellation of -certificates of
competency ;

(4) prescribe the matters in respect of which
notices, returns and reports shall be fur-
nished by owners, agents and managers, the
forms of such notices, returns and reports,
the persons and authorities to whom
they are to be furnished and the particu-
lars to be contained in them ;

(i) prescribe the plans (if any) to be kept by
owners, agents and managers, and the
manner and places in which they are to be
kept for purposes of record ;

(7) regulate, subject to the provisions of the
Indian Explosives Act,

explosives ;

(k) provide for the safety of the persons
employed in mines, their means of entrance
thereinto and exit therefrom, the number of
shafts or outlets tobe furnished, the fencing
of shafts, outlets and passages, and the
care of all machinery ;

(¢) prohibit, restrict or regulate the employ-
ment of women or children either below
ground oron particular kinds of labour
where such employment is attended b
danger to the life, safety or health of sucK
women er children.

1884, and the IV of 1884.
rules thereunder, the storage and use of-
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require owners or agents to maintain
revisters of women and children employed,
and prescribe the forms of such registers ;

(w) provide for the water-supply, sanitation and
conservancy of mines ;

(0) provide for the safely of the roads and
working-places In mines ;

(z) provide for the ventilation of mines and the
action to be taken in respect of nosious
gases;

(¢) require and regulate the use of safety lamps
in mines ;

(r) provide against the accumulation of water in
mines ;

(s) regulate the procedure on the occurrence of
accidents in mines and the supply of
medical appliances and comforts for the
benefit of persons injured therein ;

(£) provide for the fencing of any mine or part

* " of a mine, whether the same is being work-
ed or not, where such fencing is necessary
for the protection of the public;

() provide for the protection of public property
and works from injury in respect of any
mine when the workings are discontinued ;
and

(v) p.escribe the notice to be given by the
owner, agent or manager of a mine
before extending any mining operations
under his control at or to any point within
fifty yards of any railway subject to the
provisions of the Indian Railways Act,
1890, or of any public works or clauses of
public works which the Local Government
may, by general or special order, specify in
this behalf.

(3) The power to make rules conferred by this
section is subject to the condition of the rules being
made after previous publication.

(4) The date to be specified in accordance with
clause (3) of section 23 of the General Clauses
Act, 1897, as that after which a draft of rules
proposed to be made under this section will be
taken into consideration, shall not be less than
three months from the date on which the draft of
the proposed rules was published for general in-
formation.

()

(9). Where a Mining Board has been constitut-
ed under section 9, any rule to be made under
this Act shall, before it is published for criti-
cism under sub-section (3), be referred to the
Mining Board, and the rule shall not be so pub-
lished until the said Board has reported as to the
expediency of making the proposed rule and as
to the suitability of its provisions.

(6) All rules made under this section shall he
published in the Gazette of India or in the local
official Gazette, as the case may be, and, on such
publicition, shall have effect as if enacted in
this Act.

21, (1) The owxer, agent or manager of a mine
may frame and transmit
2 the Inspactor of Mines
: or, when thereis no In-
spector for the local area in which the mine is

Power for owners, otc,,
to make special rules.

which the mine
a draft of such
% with this Act

situate or. the group or'class to
belongs, to the Chief Inspeclgmt',
special rules, not being inconsistent
olr any rules for the time being 1n force ltmt(;llfr
section 20, for the control aund guidance © 3
persons acting in the management ¢ £, or employe
in or about, the mine as he may deem necessary
to prevent accidents and provide for the safet}’i
convenience and discipline of the persons employe(
in or about the miue.

(2) It any such owner, agent or manager—

(a) fails with'n a period of two months after
the receir t of a notice from the Inspector
or Chief Inspector to transmit a draft of
such special rules as are referred to m sub-
section (7), or

(6) submits a draft of such special rules as
aforesaid, which is not in the opinion of
the Inspector or Chief Inspector suffi-
cient,

the Inspector or Chicf Tnspector may either—

(?) propose a draft of such special rules as
appear to him to be sufficient, or

(#4) propose such amendments in the draft
submitted to him by the owner, agent or
manager as will, in his opinion, render
them sufficient,

and shall send such draft rules or draft amend-
ments to the owner, agent or manager for con-.
sideration.

(3) If within a period of two months from the
date on which any draft rules or draft amend-
ments are sent by the Inspector or Chief In-
spector to the owner, agent or manager of a
mine under the provisions of sub-section (2), the
Inspector or Chiel Inspector and the owner, agent
or manager are unable to agree as to the terms of
the special rules to be made under sub-section (1)
or as to the terms of any of such rules, the said
Inspector or Chiet Inspector shall refir the draft
rules for settlement to the Mining Board or,
where there is no Mining Board, to such officer or
authority as the Local Government may, by
general or special order, appoint in this behalf.

(4) A copy of the draft rules as agreed to by
the owner, agent or manager and the Inspector
or Chief Inspector, or, when they are unable to
agree, as sctiled by the Mining Board or such
officer or authority as aforesaid, shall, together
with a notic: intimating that any objection or
suggestion in respect thercof may be submitted in
wiiting by any person employed in the mine to the
said Inspector or Chief Inspector for cons'derativn,
he posted up for not less than thirty days in legi-
ble characters in English and in the vernacular of
the district in some conspicuous place in the mine
for the information of the persons employed th rein,
and a certificate to the effect that this has been
done signed by the owner, agent, or manager of the
mine shall be transmitted to the said Inspector or
Chief Tnspector, together with two copiss of the
draft rules.

(5) When the publication required by sub-section
(4) has been carried out, the Inspector or Chief
Inspector shull fcrward a copy of the draft rules so
published, together with a copy of any objections
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or suggestions in respect thereof received by him,
to the Local Government.

(A) The special rules, when approved by the
Loc_u] Government, with such modifications (if any)
as 1t may think fit, shall be published in like
mgnner as is provided in sub-section (<) respecting
the publication of the draft, and, on such publica-
tion, shall have cifect as if enacted in this Act :

Provided that the Local Government may at
any time, by order in writing, which shall be
published in like manner as aforesaid, rescind,
in whole or in part, any rules so made, and that
thereupon such rules shall cease to have effect
accordingly.

Pexallics.
22. (1) Whoever—

(@) obstructs the Chief Inspector or an Inspector
of Mines in the discharge of his dutics under
this Act,-or refuses or wilfully neglects to
furnish him with the means necessary for
making any entry, inspection, examination
or inquiry thereunder in relation to any
mine ; or ¥

() counterfeits, or knowingly makes a fals
statement in, any certilicate or in any
official copy of a certificate granted under
this Act; or

(¢) knowingly uses as true any such counterfeit
or false certificate; or

(@) makes or produces or usesany false declara-
tion, statemeul or evidence knowing the
same to be false for the purpoze of obbain-
ing, for himself or for any other persen, a
certificate, or the rencwal of a certificate, or
any employment under this Act ; or

(¢) contravenes any provision of this Act or any
rule or order thereunder for the breach of
which no penalty is otherwise provided,
where the act done has resulted in loss of
life or serious bodily injury to any person ;

Penalties for offenccs.

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three months, or with fine
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with
both. :

(2) Whocver—

(a) falsifies, any plan or register or record
required to be maintained by or under this

. Act ; or,

(b) being the owner, agent or managor of a
mine, omits to give the preseribed notice of
an accident in the mine or to make or
furnish any prescribed plans or returns; or

(¢) makes, gives or cclivers any such plan, re-
gister, yecord, notice or return containing a
statement, entry or de!ail which is not, to
the best of his knowledge or beli:f, true;

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to
five hundred rupecs.

(83) Whoever—

(a) employs or allows to be employed in or about

“a mire, or allows to enter a mine or part of
a mine, any peison in contravention of any
provi.ion of this Act or of any rule or order

thereunder; or

(%) allows any person to perform any work
forbidden by, or to work in contravention
of, any such provision ; or

(¢) fails to comply with any requisition or order
made under any such provision ; or,

(@) being the owner, agent or manager of a
mine, fails to maintain correctly, or to pro-
duce, any prescribed plan ; or

(e) contravenes any provision of this Act or any
rule or order thereunder for th: breach of
which no penalty is otherwise provided ;

shall be punishable with fine which may extend
to two hundred rupees, and, in the case of
a continuing breach under clause (c) of this
sub-section, with a further fine which may extend
to filty rupees for every day during which the
breach is proved to have been persisted in after
the date of the receipt by him of the order or re-
quisition referred to in such clause.

Miscellaneous.

23. No prosecution shall be instituted against
any owner, agent or ma-
nager for any offence
against this Act or any
rule or order thereunder except at the instance of
the Chief Inspector or an Inspector of Mines.

Prosccution of
agent or manager,

owner,

24, No Court shall take cognizance of any
offence against this Act
or any rule or order there-
under unless complaint
thereof is made within six months of the date on
which the offenceis alleged to have been committed.

25,

Cognizance of offences.

Limitation of prosecu-
tions.

No Court inferior to that of a Magistrate
of the first class or Sub-
divisional Magistrate shall
try any offence against this Act or any rule or
oidor thereunder which is alleged to have been
committed by any owner, agent or manager of a
mine or any offence which is punishable with im-
prisonment,

26.

If the Court trying any case instituted on
the complaint of tha Chief
Inspector or an Inspector
of Mines under this Act
is of opinion that the case
is one which should, in
lieu of a prosecution, be referred to a Mining
Board or a Committee, it may stay the criminal
proceedings, and report the matter to the Tocal
Go(\-ierumenh with a view to such reference being
made.

Reference  to  Mining
Board or Committee in
lieu of prosecution in
cortain cases,

27. If any question arises as to whether any
- excavation or working is a
Decision “of question mine within the meaning
Xll:tbua mine is under this ¢ ¢hoo Act, the Local
¥ Government may decide
the question, and a certificate, signed by a Secre-
tary to the Local Government, shall be conclusive
on the point.

28, If in any inquiry or proceeding under this
Act it is necessary to
decide the question whe-
ther a person is or is not urder the age of twelve
years, a certificale in writing, signed by 2 duly

Evidence of age.

qualified person practising medicine or surgery,

¢
.

s
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who states that he has examined such person, and
that the age of such person, as nearly as can he
ascertained from such examination, is or is nob
under twelve years, shall be received as piimd
facte evidence of the age of such person.

29. The Governor General in Council may, by
notification in the Gazette
of India, and subject to
such limitations and con-
ditions as may seem to him expedient, exempt
from the operation of the whole or any part of
this Act any local area, or any mine orgroup or
class of-mines, or any class of persons.

30. The Governor General in Council or any

Power of Governmont of 1i0cal Government shall
India to alter or vescind have authority to reverse
orders. or modify any order
passed under this Act by any authority subject to
4is or its control.

Power to exempt from
operation of Act,

48,

0

A

31. This Act shall
apply to mines belonging
to the Crown.

32. The Governor General in Council may, if

Excreise of power by he thinks fit, exercise any
Governor General in Coun- power which is by t
ik Act conferred upon =
Liocal Government.

Application of Act to
Crown mines.

Temporary Provision.

33. No Court shall take cognizance of any
offence punishable under
section 22, sub-section (1),
clause (¢), or sub-section
(3), whick is alleged to
have been committed by any person within one
year from the commencement of this Act.

J. M. MACPHERSON,
Secretary to the Government of India.

Bar of prosecutions for
ccrtain offences committed
within one year of com-
mencement of Act.

BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THR QOVARXMENT CENTRAL PROSA.



