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The following final Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to provide for the Regulation and
Inspection of Mines was presented to the Council of the Governor General of India for the purpose of

making Laws and Regulations on the 8th March, 1901 :—

-
Wk, the undersigned, Members of the Select Uommittee to which the Bill to provide for the

From High Court, Calcutta, No. 684, dated 15th March, 1900 [Paper No. 1].
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and enclosure {Papers No. 6].
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[Papers No. 137.
From Government, Rengal, No. 1728 Marine, dated 3rd September, 1900, and enclosures [ Papers No. 14].
From Government, Bombay, No. 5560, duted Gth September, 1900, aud enclosures [ Papers No. 15[,
» From Government, Bengal, No. 143-T.-Marine, dated 11th September, 1900, and enclosures [Papers
Ne, 16].
Frum]( tovernment, Bongal, No. 1907 Marine, dated 12th Octaber, 1900, and enclosure [Papers No, 17].
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Regulation and In-
spection of Mines
was referred, have
considered the Bill
(No. II) and the
papers noted in the
margin, and have
now the honour to
submit this our
Report, with the
Bill as  finally
amended by us an-
nexed thereto,

. 2. In recounsider-
g the provi-
sions of the Bill
we have had the
assistance of onr
Hon’ble colleague
Mr. Ashton, whose
practical expe-
rience enabled him
to suggest a num-
ber of alterations
and improvements.
‘We have done onr

best to meet, the objections which were raised by owners of mines to the Bill as reported last year. Ona
review of the whole subject we came to the conclusion that the clauses dealing with the labour of wome:
aad children contain a good deal of unuecessary detail, and that they might cause difficulties if applied
mines where the labourers work in family gangs. We have omitted clause 9 (/) which contained
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absolute prohibition of the employment of children ; and we have altered the arrangement of the‘ ]%gt.l Slz) :i}tlg
make it clear that women and children are not interfered with, except in so far as their %Wn_bi_ion {hat the
safty of others may render it necessary to deal with them. At the same time we arelo .0?1‘1;1 i
employment of wom:n and children in mines, whether as members of.family gangs or ot lc{'“t is .u:l et
be attended by certain 1isks which may best be provided against by taking power to regu “t‘:"_ l"' e 2}
and if necessary to prohibit, such employment. We have given effeet to this view of the n,“t O el
a considerable portion of the Bill, as will appear from subsequent paragraphs of this Report.

3. We have given careful attention to the proposil that the Bill should be restricted in if;s] ql)el‘atltog
to conl-mines, and that it should embody a code of rules framed somewhat on the model of the rules enacte

by Parliament in the Coal Mines Act of 1857. We think the precedent is not one which can, with advant- -~

age, be adopted in India. The rules of the Act of 1887, and of previous Acts of :Parliament ldcqh“g :111?;
the rame subject-matter, represent the result of long experience of coal-mining. They _prescribe in mi o
detail all the arrangements to be made in mings, and they were framel by _Govcrumeut in consx‘xl.mtlon 'vin h
owners and working miners. In this country the mining industry is still in an carly stage of its deve 01;-
ment. We think it expzdient that rules should be fram:d, as they are found to be rejuired, by Go’yfelrnmeu(i,
acting in co-operation with the owaers of the best-minaged mines, and taking into account the wishes an
habits of the pcople employed. :

4. Tt must be admitted that rules embodied in an Act possess one important advantage. They appear
in the Statute-bok, and ave thus brought to the notice of all persons concerned. In clause 4 we have
inserted a new sub-clause (6) which will, we hope, render it casier for managers and others to obtain timely
information in regard to the rules which they are required to obey.

5, With these preliminary chservations, we proceed to explain the clauses of the Bill as now further
amended. '

6. In clause 3 we have added a few words to the definition of “agent” to make it clear that agents
fall within the scope of the Act ouly in so far as thay take part in the actual mmmglemcnt of a mine. In
the definition of  child”” a majority of the Committea were of opinion that “twelve” should be substituted
for “fourteen,” and the sub-clause has been altered accordingly. We have restricted the definition of per-
sons “employel ”” to those who work unler appointment or with the knowledge of the manager. A few
words have been struck out of the definition of “ mine” in order to make it clear that an open pit may be
dealt with in all cases where the workings extend beneath the superjacent ground.

7. In clause 4 we have provided that Inspectors shall be qualified by experience, and that Inspectors
may be appointed for groups or classes of mines, as well as for local aveas.  The object of the new sub-clause
(6) has already been explainel.

8. In cluuse 6, which defines the powers of Inspectors, we have altered sub-clause (4) so as to give
power to exclude or remove from a ming any parson whose admission is dangerous to himself or others and
addel words requiring an order under the clause to be complied with until the decision of the appellate
authority is recaived. = Wo have also slightly alterel the langaage of sub-clause (¢).

9. Clauses 9 to 12 of the Bill as formerly reported have been struck out. So much of the substance
of these clauses as we think it expedient to retain has been transferred to other parts of the Bill and will be
mentioned in another part of this Report.

10.  After the elauses which relate to Inspectors we have inserted the clauses now numbered 9 to 12,
which provide for the appointment and powers of Mining Boards and Committees. By clause 9 the Local
Government is empowered to constitute a Mining Board, which will advize the Government as to the exercise
of its rule-making powers. It is intended that Mining Boards should be constituted, where the owners of
mines desire to have them and where suitable persons can be found to serve. Clause 10, whichis in part
identical with clause:16 of the Bill reported last year, provides for tho appointment of Committces. We
think it dasirable that the Committee should he an impartial body, and have therefore provided that neither
the Tnspector nor any person employed in or in the management of the mine concerned shall Serve upon it.
Clauses 11 and 12 reproduce the substance of rules which it was proposed to apply to Committees and
which we now propose to apply to Boards and Committees.

11.  Clauses 13 and 14 have not been materially altered, Clause 15 (1) empowers an Inspector to
give notice in regard {o any mine, or any thing or practice in a mine, which is :dangerous to human life or
safecy.  We have added to this a sub-clause (2) which reproduces 89 much as we think it desirable to retain
of clause 10 of the Bill as formerly reported. Under the new sub-clause an Inspector may prohibit the em-
ployment of women and childesn if such employment is immeliately dangerous to the lite or safety of the

sersons employed.  The procedure to be followed in case objection is tuken to the mnotice or order of an
nspector hus been furiher elaborated with reference to ths functions of Mining Boards and Committees.
The elauses numbered 17 to 20 in the Bill reported last year, and now numbered 16 to 19, have not been
materially altered. 2

12, Th: clanse now numbered 20 contains the rule-making powers which Governma : o
under the proposel Act. We have added a sub-c'anse (4) relating tI; Boavds and Coor‘;nl;?é::?: ;?xtiyt‘iie::l:e
important sub-clauses (/) and () wh ch provide a substitute for the power given by clanse 11 of the Bill ays
reported last year. We think the geueral piwer given by () and (#) will enable Government to take all
such sfieps as may be necessary for the protection of women and childven in mines. We have altered the
language of the sub~clauses now lettered (¢) aud () to meet the objection of owners of mines who contende(i
that the sub-clauses as previously worded were too wide. In the Bill, as fOrmar] e A B
publication was requirid as a safegiard against inconsidsrate exercisa of the rule-I{mkil[l)o ov’vér We
have preserved this requirement and have alded a further safegaard by providing that rules are J; be r"-ferred
to the Mining Board before they are published for criticism. =2 ¢ e

©
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13. We have made no material alteration in the clauses now numbered 21 to 27 inclusive. We pro-
pose to insert a new clause 28 reproducing, in a simpler form, clause 12 of the Bill as reported last year.
We also propose to insert a mcw clause now numbered 32, enabling the Governor General in Council to +
exerciso any power which is by the Act conferred upon a Local Government.
14, The further publication ordered by the Council has been made as follows :—
In Dnglish.

Gazettes Date.
Gazette of India... vor e oed oo 3rd March 1900.
Tort Saint George Gazetto ... e oo «os 13th March 1900.
Bombay Government Gazetto ... e ... 15th March 1300,
Calcutta Gazette ... s .. 7th March 1900.
North-Western Provinces and Oudh Government Gazette ... 10th March 1900,
Punjab Government Gazetto  oee e oo ... 15th March 1900.
Burma Gazette ... ooe oo ««s 17th March 1900,
Central Provinces Gazetto oo /o ... 10th March 1900.
Apsam Gazette ... 50 “es e ... 17th March 1900.
Chorg District Gazette 5 e« lat April 1900,
Siud Official Gazette o o eee 12th April 1900,
In the Vernaculurs.
Province. 3 Language. Date.
Madras e ««« Kanarese oo «» 10th April 1900.
Malayalam ... <o 10th April 1900,
Tamil oo 20th April 1900.
Telugu e «ee 24th April 1900,
Bombay ... 50 o Marathi oo oo 25th June 1900,
Gujarathi ves vse 28th June 1900.
Kaunarese oo «oe 28th Juno 1900, [
Bingal ves oee oo Bengali ces «ss 20th May 1900.
Hindi ves oo 20th May 1500.
North-Western Provinces and Oudh... Urda oo ... 12th May 1900,
Burma .+« Burmese vos e Tth April 1900,
Central Provinces ... Hindi e 30th May 1900.
Assam e vor ... Benguli e 21st July 1900,
Coorg e «e Kanarese e ..« 1st May 1900.
Sindh ses o0 oes Sindhi &0 «es 17th May 1900,

. 15. The changes which we propose to make in the Bill are numerous and important, but they are all
in the direction of relaxing the stringency of its provisions, and of introducing additional safeguards against
hasty or unwise use of the powers which it confers. For this reason we are of opinion that the Bill has not
been so altered as to require republication, and we recommend that it be passed as now further amended by us.
(Signed) C. M. Rivaz.
( » ) T.Raveiga.
» ) E.F.G.Law.
» ) H.F. Evaxs.
} Birix Krisuxa Bose.
) ALLAN ARTHUR.®
) DoxNaLp SMEATON.
» ) R.P.Asuron.*

»

»

P W P NPy

The 64 March 19501,

* Subject to separate note.

I consider that the Bill as now amended is an improvement on the Bill which was republished Jlast
session. and may be accepted in its amended form by mine-owners. In so far, however, as it purporis to
deal with every class of mine throughout the vast continent of India, there may be objections to some
clauses which I do not foresce ; and, as the Bill is not to he republished for criticism, T sign the Report
with the reservation that I may still take objection to some of the clauses to which I have given my
endorsement.

: (Signed) AvrLAN ARTHUR.

I consider that the need for legislation for the coal-mines of Bengal has not been proved, and that,
therefore, legislation is undesirable ; that it is not possible to incorporate in one Act legislation which wall
work satisfactorily in all classes of mines in a country of such varying character as India; and that the
effort to do this by rules is undesirable and likely to lead to trouble in the future. ’

1If, however; it be conceded—

(1) that coal-mines must be regulated by legislation,
(2) that this legislation must be carried out by the medium of a Mines Act for all India,
I concur in the opinions expressed by the Hon’ble Sir Allan Arthur. As there has been no

general criticism of the amended Bill, I sign the Report with the same reservation as that ma.dp
Hon’ble Sir Allan Arthur.
-
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[The italics indicate thealterations made by the Sclect Committee
in the Bill as introduced, and antique type thoso made in Bill
No. I1.]

No. III.

A4 Bill to provide for the Regulation and
Inspection of Mines.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the
regulation and inspection of mines; it is hereby
enacted as follows :—

Dreliminary.,

1. (7)) This Act may
be called the Indian Mines
Act, 1901.

(2) It exterds to the whole of British India,
including British Baluckistan, the Santhal Par-
ganas and the Pargana of Spitls; and

thort title, extent and
commcncement.

(8) It shall come into force af once.

9. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
affect the provisions of the
Upper Burma. Ruby
Regulation, 1887.

Faving of Regulation X1I,

3. In this Act, unless there is anything re-
e ‘pugnant in the subject
Decfinitions, or context,—

() “agent,” when used in relation toa mine,

to any lease, graut or license for- the
working thereof, or is merely the owner
of the soil, and not interested in the
minerals of the mine ; but any contractor
for the working of a mine or any part
thereof shall be subject to this Act in
like manner as if he were an owner, but
a0t %0 as to exempt the owner from any

liability :
() “ prescribed ” means prescribed by rules [C/.-847E 51
made under this Act: and I‘%_’]"‘ o8,

(9) “shaft” includes pit.

Inspectors.

4. (Z) The Governor General in Council shall, [Cf. XV of
by notification in the 881 2 3.
Gazette of Iudia, appoint

a duly qualified person to be Clief Inspector of

Mines throughout British India.

Inspectors,

() The ILocal Government may, with the
previous sanction of the Governor @General in
Council, by notification in the local official Gazeétte,
appoint persons, qualified by experience, to be
Inspectors of Mines within such local arcas or for
sach groups or classes of mines as it may assign
to them respectively.

(8) Every Inspeetor of Mines appointed under
sub-section (2) shall, in the performance of his
duties, be subordinate to the Ciief Inspector of

means any person appeinted as the repre-
senlalive of the owner in respect of the
management of the mine or of any part
thereof, and as such superior to a man-
ager under this Act :

(@

“child ” means a person under the age of
twelve years :

() & pereon is raid to be “employed” in a
mine who works under appointment by
or with the knowledge of the manager,
whether for wages or not, in any mining
operation, or in cleaning or oiling any part
of any machinery used in or af the 1nine,
or in aay other kind of work whatsoever
incidental to, or connected with, mining
o] erations ;

() “mine ” includes every shaft in the course
of heing sunk, and every level and in-
clined plane in the course of being driven
for commenciug or opening any mine or
for searching for or proving minerals,
and all the shafts, levels, planes, works,
machinery, tramways and sidings, both
below ground and above ground, in and
adjacent o ard belonging to the mine; |
but it docs not include any pit, quarry or |
ather cacavation the depth of no part of 1
which measured from the level of the
adjocent ground cxcecds twenty feel and |
1o pait of whick catends bencath the
superjacent ground :

(e) “owner,” when used in relation to a mine,
means any person who is the immediate
proprictor or lesee or cecupier of the |
wine or of any jart thercof, ard docs not |
irclude o pason who merely receives a |
reyalty, rent or fice frem {he mire, or is!

1 : . 3 L 2 of Mines.
pierely the proprieter of the mine subject |

Mines appointed under sub-section (Z) in such
respects. and to such extent as may be prescribed
by the Governor General in Couneil.

(4) The Chicf Inspector and cvery Inspector
of Mines appointed under this scction shall be
deemed to be a public rervant within the meaning
of the Indian Penal Code, and shall be subordinate XLV of 1860.
to such authority as the Governor General in Coun-
cil or the Local Government, as the case may be,
may direct.

(5) No Chief Inspector or Inspector of Mines
shall be a partner or have auny inlerest, direct or
wndirect, i any mine or mining rights in India.

() When rules are made under this Act the
Inspector of Mines shall give information to
owners; agents and managers of mines within
the local area. or the group or class of mines,
for which he has been appointed as toany rules
which concern them respectively, and as to the
places 'where copies of such rules may be ob-
tained. ;

5. The District Magistrale may exercise such [Cf. ibid,

. of the powers and perform 21~
guch of the duties of an
Inspcctor of Mines as the
Local Government may, by general or special
order, direct:

Powers District

Magistrate,

Provided that nolhing in (his section shall
be deemed lo empower a Districl Mayg strate
{o exercise auy of (he powers conferred by seclion
15 or section 21.

6. The Chief Tnspector ¢f Mines may, any-[CA XV of
where within British India 1881, s. 4.]
and an Inspector of Yines
muy, within the local arca

Powers  of Iispeetors



[0f.50 & 51

Vict.,

¢
s 41,8 2]

fer. 1I
1896, . 17.]

XV of 1889,

23,

of

Parr VI]

or with respect to the group or class of mines
for which he is appointed,—

(¢) make such examination and inquiry as
he thinks fit in order to ascertain
whether the provisions of this Act and
of the rules and ovders made there-
under arc observed in the case of zny
mine ;

(b) enter, with such assistants (if any) as
he thinks fit, inspect and oxamine any
mine and any part thereof atall rea-
sonable times by day or by night, but
not so as unreas)nably ‘to impede or
obstruet the working of tlie mine;

(¢) examine into, and make enquiry respect-
ing, the state and condition of any mine
or any part therecof, the ventilation of
the mine, the sufficiency of the special
rules for the time being in force in and
al the mine and all matters and things
connected with or relating to the safety
of the persons employed in or about the
mine ;

(d) order that any person shall not be em-
ployed in, or admitted to, or shall be
removed from, a mine where there ts
ground for believing that his employ-
ment, in or admission to or presence in
such mine would be dangerous to lLim-
self or others : Provided that an appeal

THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, MARCEH 14, 1901.

at lhe instance of the Governor General in Council,
or the Local Government, or of ; person aggrieved
by the same. .

Mining Boards and Commitees.

9. (1) The Local Government may constitute
for the Province, or for
any part of the Pro-
vince, or for any group or class of mines in the
'Province, 2 mizing Board consisting of—

(«) a public officer, not being the Chief
Inspector or an Inspector of Mines,
nominated by the Local Government to
ach as chairman;

(%) the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of
IMines;

(c) one other person. not being the Chief
Inspector or an Inspscior of IMines,
nomiaated by the Local Goveranment;
and

(?) two persons nominated by owners of
mines or their representatives in such
manner as the Local Government may
direct.

(?) The chairman shall appoint a person to
act as secretary of the Board.

Bining Boards.

shall lic to such authovity as (he Gou-
ernor General in Council or the Local
Goverument, as the case wmay be, may
divect frem any order made wnder this
clause, and that the order shall be
complied with until the decision of
such authority shall be received at the
miue ;

(e) do all other things required of him by
or under this Act.

7. Lvery owner, agent and manager of a minc
shall furnish the Chicf In-
spector and every Inspect-
or of Mines, on requi-
sition, with the means necessary for making any
entry, inspection, examination or inquiry in rela-
tion to the workeng of the mine under this Act.

8. (I) All copies of, and extracts from,

Information acquired to register's or other recqrds
be deemed official seercts appertaining to any mine,
within meaning of Act and all other information
RS acquired by the Chief In-
spector or an Inspector of Mines, or by any one
assisting him, in the inspection of any mine
under this Act, shall be regarded as strictly
confidential.

(®) If any such person discloses to any one,
other than a Alagisirate or an officer to whom /e
is subordinate. any such <nformation as afore-
said without the consent of ¢Ze Governor General
tn Council or the Local Government, s the case
may be, he shall be guilty of a breach of official
trust, and shall be punishable in the manner pro-
vided by section 4 of the Indian Official Secrets
Act, 1889,

(3) No Court shall take cognizance of any

Facilities to be afford-
ed to Inspectors.

(#5) The Local Government may give
directions 2s to the payment of travelling
expenses incurred by the chairman, sacretary
or any member of a Mining Board in the per-
formance of his duty as such chairman or
member-

10. (1) Where under this Act any question
relating to 2 mineis re-
ferred toa Committee:
the Committee shall consist of—

(@) a chairman nominated by the Local
Government or by such officer or
authority as the Local Government
may direct ;

(b)) one or more persons qualifisd by
experiencs to dispose of the question
referred to the Committee and
nominated by the chairman ; and

(c) one or more persons equal in number
to the person or persons nominated
under clause (b) and nominated by
the owner, agent or manager of the
mine concerned.

(2) The Inspector of Mines shall not serve
as chairman or member of a Committee ap-
pointed under this section.

(3) No person employed in or in the man-
agement of the mine concerned shall serye
as chairman or member of a Committes ap-
pointed under this section.

(4) Where an owner, agent or manager fails
to exercise his power of nomination under

Committeas.

offence under this section wunless on a prosecution

VI.—10

sub-section (2), clause (), the Committee may,
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notwithstanding such failure, proceed to in-
quire into and dispose of the matter referred
to them. :

(5) The Committee shall hear and record
such information as the Chief Inspector or the
Inspector of Ifines or the owner, agent or
manager of the mine concerned may place
before them, and shall intimate their decision
to the Chief Inspector or the Insyector of Mines
and to the owner, agent. cr manager of the
mine concerned, and shall report their decision
to the T.ocal Government, or, where a Mining
Board has been constituted, to the Local Gov-
ernment through the Mining Board.

(6) On receiving such report the Local
Government may, if the Inspector of Mines,
or the owner, agent or manager. has lodged
an objection to the decision of the Committee.
praceed to review such decision and to pass
such orders in the matteras it may think fit.

(7) The Local Government may give direc-
tions as to the remuneration (if any) to be
paid to the members of the Committee or any
of them, and as to payment of the expenses
of the inquiry, including such remuneration-

11. (Z) A Mining Board constituted under

X section 9 or a Committee
poowers of MMING appointed under section
mittees. 10 may exercise such of

the powers of an Tuspec-
tor of Mines as they may think it necessaxry or
expedient to exercise for the purpose of decid-
ing or reporting upon any matter referred to
them.

(?) A Mining Board counstituted under sec-
tion 9 or a Committee appointed under section
10 shall have the powers of a Civil Court for
the purpose of enforcing the attendance of
witnesses and compelling the preduction of
decuments ; and every person required by any
suck Committee to furnish information be-
fore it shall be deemed to be legally bound
to do so within the meaning of section 176
of the Indian Penal Code.

12. When the Local Government directs

R . that the expenses of an

p&%%g?rmy oh. o inquiry conducted bycy';.

Mining Board consti-
tuted under section 9 cr by a Committee ap-
pointed under section 10 are to be borne in
whole or in part by the owner, agent or
manager of the mine concerned, the amount
80 directed to be paid may be recovered on
application by the Chief Inspector or the
Inspector of Mines fo a Magistrate having
jurisdistion at the place where the mine is
situate or where such owner, agent or
manager is for the time being resident, by
the distress and sale of any moveable property

. within the limits of the Magistrate's jurisdic-

tion belonging to such owner. agent or

1

Mining Operations and Dulies and Responsibi-
lities of Owners, dgents and Managers.

13. (Z) For every mine there shall be a manager,
! 4 who shall have the pre-
JLansgers: seribed qualilications.

(2) The manager shall be responsible for the
superintendence of all parts of the mine.

14. (I) The owner, agent and manager of [¢/. 50 una

every mine shall be re- 5l Viet, c.

Daties and responsibilitics sponsil)lc that all opera- “:‘;, o'l"l.Sisf.“

of owners, agents and man- (0 o0 odad on in connec- s, \

agers, = i
i tion therewith are con-

ducted in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and the rules and orders made thereunder.

(2) In the event of any contravention of, or
failure to comply with, any suck provisions on the
part of any person whomsoever, the owner, agent
and manager shall cach be guilty of an offence
against this Act, unless he proves that he had
taken all reasonable means, by publishing and to
the best of his power enforcing the said provisions,
to prevent such confravention or mnon-compliance,
and that such contravention or non-compliance
occurred without his consent.

15. (Z) If, in any respect which is not provided [€J. 50 and

against by any express 51

Wﬁggriﬁlﬂ“egfo#"f}mﬂ?: provision of this Act, or ™™
not  expressly provi('fud of the rules or orders
against exist or when jwde thereuander, the
employmont, of we' G/ Tuspelor or any
dangerous- Inspector of Mines finds
: that any mine, or any part
thereof, or any matter, thing or practice in or con-
nected with the mine, or with the control, manage-
ment or direction thereof, is dangerous {o human

life or safety, or defective so as to threaten, or tenil =
to, the bodily injury of any pe:son, he may give '
notice in writing thereof to the owner, agent or

manager of the mine, and sha'l state in the notice

the particulars in which he considers the ming, or

part there f, or the matter, thing or praciice, to

be dangerous or defective, and require the same to

be remedied.

(2) If, for reasons to be recorded in the order,
the Chief Inspector or the Inspector of Mines
1s of opinion that there is urgent and imme-
diate danger to the life or safety of women or
children employed in or at any mine, he may,
by order in writing, prohibit the employment
of such women and children.

(3) The Chief Inspector or the Inspector
giving notice under sub-section (/) or making
an order under sub-section () shall forthwith
report the same to the Mining Board, or, where
there is no Mining Board, to such officer or
authority as the Local Government may by
general or special order appoint in this behalf. -

(%) If the owner. agent or manager of the
mine objects to remedy the matter complained
of in a}notwe under sub-section (/) or to com-
ply with an order made under sub-section (2),
he may Wl.thill twenty days after the receipt
of the notice or order send his objection in

manager.

writing, stating the grounds thereof to the
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Board or other authority to which the In-
spector’s report is made under sub-section ().

(%) On receiving an objection made under
sub-section (4) the s2id Board or other anthor-
1ty shall refer the matter to 2 Committee.

(6) In case objection is tzken to an order
made under sub-section (?) the order shall be
complied with until the decision of the Com-
mittee is reczived at the mine.

(7) Nothing in this scction shall affect the
powers of a Magistrate under section 144 of the
Code of Criminal )’rocedure, 1895.

of 16. The owner, agent or manager of a mine
shall, ¢ lhe case of
cxisting  mines within
thiee months after the
cominencement of this Act, and in the case of new
mines within fhree months after the commence-
ment of mining operations, give votice in writing
to the Inspector of Mines appointed under section
4~,.sub_-sc.cuon {2), for the local area in which the
mine 1s situate, for or the group or Class of mines
to which the mine belongs, or, i/ #o Iuspector
of Mines has been appointed for such area oy
group or class of mines to the Clhicf Inspector of
Aines, of the address to which he desires his letters
to be directed, t4e kind of minerals worked or to be
worked, the name of the person under whom ¢/e
mining operations are or ave to be conducted, and
the nature of the moving power «/ick is or 13 to
be used.

Notice to be given
of mining operations

17. When any accidental cxplosion occwrs i a
mine, or whew any accident

Notice to be given of 20 s
N i * ok =
assicacy oceurs in o7 ¢f a mine, caus

ing loss of life or serious
bodily injury, the owner, agent or manager of the
mine shall give such notice of the cwxplosion or
accident to such authoritics, in such form, and
within such time, as may be preseribed.

18 (Z) When in or at any minc an caplosion
or other acc'dent has gccur-
red, 1if il appears to the
Governor General in Council
or the Local Government
that a formal inquiry into the causes of, and
circumstances attending,. the dccident ought to
be held, #ke Governor General in Council or the
Local Government may give divections accord-
ingly, and may appoint a competent person to
hold the inquiry, and may also appoint any
person or persons possessing legal or epecial
knowlelge to act as assessor or assCssors 1n
holding the inquiry.

o

Power for the Gov-
crnment to order fo:mal
inquiry into accidents,

(2) The person or persons so appointed shall
have all the powers of a Civil Court for the
purpose of enforcing the attendance of witnesses
and compelling the production of documents; and
every person required by such person or persons
as aforeraid to furnish any information shall be
deemed to be legally bound to do so within the
meaning of section 176 of the Indian Penal Code.

(8) The person or persuns holding an inquiry
ander this section may exercise suck of the powers
- of an Inspector of Mines as he or they may think
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il mecessary or capendient lo exercise for the
purposes of suck iaguiry.

| (1) The person or persons holding an inquiry
{under this section thall make a report to the Liocal
| Government, stating the causes of the accident and
lits circumstances, and adding any observations
| which he or they may think fit to make.

19.

Publication of reports,

The Local Government may cause any
report submitted under
section 19 or section 18 *
to be published at such time and in such manner
as it may think fit.

Rules.

(Z) The Governor General in Courcil may,
for the whole or any part
of British India, and each
Local Government, with
the previous sanction of the Governor General in
Council, may, for the whole or any pat of the
Province, by notification in the Gazette of India
or the local official Gazctte, as the case may be,
muke rules for carrying out the purpises and ob-
jects of this Actin vespect of all mines or any
groups or classes of mines,

20.

Power for Government to
make rules.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, such rules
may—— .

(@) regulate the duties and powers of ¢ke Chief
luspector and of Tnspectors of Mines in
respect of the inspection of mines under
this Act, and provide for appeals from
the orders of the Chief Inspector and
Inspectors of Mines.

(b) provide for the appointment of chairmen
and members of Mining Boards and
Committecs and regulate the procedure
of such Boards and Committees ;

(¢) preseribe the duties of owners, azents and
managers of mines and of all porsons
acling under them ;

(@) preecribe the qualifications of managers and
of all persons acting under them ;

(¢) regulate the manner of ascertaining by
examination or otherwise, the qualifica-
tions of managers and persons acting
under them, and the granting and re-
newal of certificates of competency ;

(/) fix the fees (if any) to be paid in respect
of such examinations and the grant and
renewal of cortificates as aforesaid ;

(9) provide for the making of inquiries into
charges of misconduct or incompetency
on the part of managers and persons
acting under them, and for ths suspen-
gion and cancellation of certificates of
competency ;

(%) preseribe the matters in respect of which
notices, returns and reports shall be fur-
nished by owners, ag:nts and managers,
the forms of such notices, returns and
reports, the persons and authorities to
whom they are to be furnished and {the
particulars to be confuined in.them ;

;’icl., ¢. G8,
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(3) prescribe the plans (if any) to be kept by | proposed to be made under this seclion will bg
owners, agents and managers, and the |Zefen nfo consideration, shald noi be less than
manner and places in which they are to be ’ three months from the date on whick the draft of
kept for purposes of record; | the proposed “rules was published for general vn-

(7) regulate, subject to the provisions of thc!f OTmatio. .
Indian Explosives Act, 1881, and the| (5) Where a Mining Board has been consti-
rules thercunder, the storage and use of | tuted under section 9, any rule tobe mada
explosives ; under this Act shall, before it is published for

(k) provide for the safety of the personscriticism under sub-section (3), be referred to
employed in mines, their means of entrance | the Mining Boaxrd, and the rule shall not be so
thereinto and exit therefrom, the number of | published until the s2id Board has reported
shafts or outlets to be furnished, the fencing | a5 to the exvediency of making the proposed
of shafts, outlets and passages, aud the| yyle and as to the suitability of its provisions.
care of all machinery ;

IV of 1834,

. 3 (6) All rules made under this section shall be
(1) prohibit, restrict or regulate the em-| published in the Gazette of India or in the local
ployment of women or children either | official Gazette, as the case may be, and, on such
below ground or on particular kinds"qulicntion, shall have effect as if enacted in
of labour where such employment is | this Act.
attended by danger to the hfe’ safety or| o1, (Z) The owner, agent or manager of a mine [¢r. 50 & 51
health of such women or children ; may frame and transmif Vict, c. 58,

|
| ) wners YV 525
| Power for owners, cte., ) the lnspecwl‘ of Mines % 52.54.]

X of 1890,

"

(m) require owners or agents to mnintainl‘
registers of women and children em-
ployed. and prescribe the form of such |
registers ; ;

(n) provide for the waler-supply, sanitation and |
conservancy of mines ;

(0) provide for the safety of the roads and|
working-places in mines ;

(p) provide for the ventilation of mines and the
action to be taken in respect of noxious

to make special rales, 5
or, when there is no In-
speclor, for the locil arvea in whirl the mine is
stbuate or the grouy ‘ox class to which the mine
belongs, fo the Clicf Inspector, a draft of such
special rules, not being inconsistent with this Act
or any rules for the time being in force under
section 20, for the control and guidance of the
persous acting in the management cf, or employed
m or about, the mine as he may deem necessary
to prevent accidents and provide for the safety,
convenience and discipline of the persons employed

AR : :
gases; in or about the mine.

(9) require and regulate the use of safety lamps :
in mines ; (2) If any such owner, agent manager—

(r) provide against the accumulation of water in (a) fails within a period of two months
mines ; after the receipt of a notice from the

(s) regulate the procedure on the occurrence of
accidents in mines and the supply of
medical appliances and comforts for the
benefit of persons injured therein ;

(¢) provide for the fencing of any mine or
part of a mine, whether the same is
being worked or not, where such fencing
is necessary for the protection of the
public ;

(u) provide for the protection of pullic pro-
perty and works from injury in respect of
any mine when the workings are dis-
continued ; and

(v) preseribe the notice to be given by the owner,
agent or manager of amine before extending
any mining operalions wnder kis control
at or to any point within fifty yards of any
ratlway subject to the provisions of the
Indian Railways Act, 1890, or of any
public works or classes of public works
which the Local Government may, by general
or 8pecial order, spectfy tn this bekalf.

(3) The power to make rules conferred by this
section is subject to the condition of the rules being
made after previous publication. :

(4) The date to be specified in accordance with
clause (3) of section 23 of the General Clauses

duspect 1 or Chief Inspector to transmit
a draft of such special rules as are
referred to in sub-section (1), or

(&) submits a dvaft of such special rules as
aforesaid, which is not in the opinion
of the I[nspeclor or Chief Inspector
sufficient,

the Inspector or Chief Inspector may either—

(7) propose a draft of suck special rules as
appear to him to be sufficient, or

(D) propose suck amendments in the draft
submitted to him by the owner, agent
or manager as will, in his opinion,
render them syfficient,

and shall send suck draft rules or draft amend-

ments to the owner, agent or f;
? ¢ y agent or manager for con-
sideration, R K

) Ir within a period of two months Jrom the
date on whick any drafs rules or draft amendments
are sent by the Inspector or Cliief Inspector to the
owner, a_r;c_-ut or manager of a mine under the pro-
visions of sub-section (2), the Inspector or Chief
Inspector and the owner, agent or manager are
unable to agree as to the termg of the special rules
to be made under Sub-section (1) or as to the terms
of any of such rulgs, the said Inspector or Chief
Inspector shall vefer the draft rules for settiement

Act, 1897, as that after which a draft of rules

to the Mining Board or, where there ig no
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Mining Board, to suck officer or authority as the
Local Government may, by general or special order,
aproint in this behalf.

(4) 4 copy of the draft rules as agreed to by
the owner, agent or minager and the Inspector
or Chief Inspector, or, when they are unable to
agree, as scttled by the Mining Board or such
officer or authority as aforesaid, shall, together
with a notica intimating that any objection or
suggestion in resject thereof may be submitted in
writing by any person employed in the mine to tha
eaid Inspector or Chief Tuspector for cons deration,
be posted up for not less than thirty days in legi-
ble characters tu English aud in the vernacuiar of
the disirict in some conspicuous place in the mine
for the information of the j ersons employel th rein,
and a certificate to the effect that this has been
done signed by the cwuer, agent or manager of the
mine shall be trunsmitted to the said Inspector or
Cluef Iuspector, together with two copies of the
dvaft rules.

(0) When the publication required by sub-sec/ion
(4) kas been carried out, the [nspeclor or Chicf
Inspector shall forwa d a copy o/ the drajt rules so
puilished, togeth r with a copy of any objcctions
cr suggestions in respect thereof receivid by him,
to the Local Government.

(8) The special rules, when approved by the
Lceal Government, with such modifications (if any)
a3 it may think fit, shall be published in like
manner ag is provided in sub-section () respecting
the publ cation of the draft, and, on such publica-
tion, shall have effect as if enacted in this Act :

Provided that the Lceal Government may at
any time, by oider in writing, which shall be
published in like manner as aforesaid, rescird,
in whole or in part, any rules so made, and that
thereupon such rules shall cease to have effect
accordingly.

Penallies.
22. (1) Whoever—

(@) obstructs the Chief [nspectur or an Inspector
of Mines in the discharge of his duti.s urder
this Act, or refuses or wilfully neglects to
furnish him with the mcans necessary for
making any eutiy, inspcetion, examination
or inquiry thereunder in relation to any
mire ; or

(4) counterfeits, or knowingly makes a falce
statement in, any certilicate or in any
official copy of a certificate granted under
this Act; or

Penalties for offences.

(c) knowingly uses as true any such counterfeit
or falee certificate ; or

(d) makes or preduces or usesany false decluia-
tion, statement or evidence knowing the
same to be falge for the purpo:e of obtain-
ing, for himself or for any other person, a
certificate, or the renewal of a certificate, or
any employment urder this Act ;or ,

(e) contravenes any provision of this Act or any
rule or order thereunder for the breach of
which mo penalty i8 otherwise provided,

vi—11

where the act doue has resultel in loss of
life or serious'bodily injury to any person 3
ghall be punishable with imprisonment for a torm
which may extend to thiea months, or with fina
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with
both.
(2) Whoever—
(a) falsifies any plan or register or rocord
requirel to be maintained by or wader this
Act ; or, ¢
(b) being the owner, agent or managor of a
mine, omits to give ¢ke prescribed notice of
an accident in the mine or to make or
furnish any preseribed plans or returns; or

(¢) makes, gives or delivers any auch plan, re
gister, record, nitice or return containing a
statement, enlry or detail which is' not, to
the best of his knowlelze or belisk, trus;

shall be punishable with fine which may extund to
five hundred rupees.

(3) Whoever— .

(1) employs or allows to bo employed in or about
a mite, or allows to enter a mine or pait of
& mine, uny person in contravention of any
provision of this Act ot of any rule or crder
thereunder ; or

(4) allows any person to perform any work
forbidden by, or to work in contravention
f, any suck provision ; or

(¢) fails to comply with any requisition or ordar
niade under any such provision ; or

(@) beirg the owner, agent or manager of a
mine, fails to maintain correctly, or to pro-
duce, any prescribed plan ; or

(¢) contravenes any provision of this Act or any
rule or order thereunder for th: breach of
which no penalty is otherwise provided ;

shall be punishabloe with fine which may extend
to two hundrcd rupees, and, in the case of
a continuing breach undor clause () of this
sub-section, with a further fire which may extend
to fifty rupees for every day during which the
breach is proved to have been persisted in after
the date of the receipt by him of the order ov re-
quisition referred to in such clause.

Mescellaneous.

23. No prosecution shall be instituted againsé
any owner, agent or
manager for any offonce
against this Act or any
rule or order thereunder ezcept at the instance of
the Uhif Inspector or an Iuspector of Mines,

Prosocution of owner,
agent or manager,

24. No Court shall take cognizauce of any
offence against, this Act
or wny rule or order there-
under unless complaint
thereof is made within six months of the date on
which the offenceis allegcd to have been coramitted.

Limitation of prosecu-
tions.

25. No Court inferior to that of a Magistrate
of the first clase or Sub-
divisioval Magistrate shall

Cognizaace of offences,
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try any offence against this Act or any rule or
order thereunder wiich i3 alleged o have been
commilied by any owner, ageut or mandger of:
a mane or any offencs whick 15 punishable with

smprisonment.

26. If the Court trying any case instituted on
the complaint of the Chief
Inspector or an’ Inspector
of Mines under this Act
is of opinion that the case
18 one which should, in
heu of a prosecution, be referred to a Mmmg
Board or a Committee, it may stay /Ze criminal
‘proceedings, and report the mafter to the Local
Government with a view to such reference beiug

_ made.
27. If any question atises as to whether any
excavalion or working is a

Referenca  to Mimng‘

Bourd or Committes in

f prosv.cuuon in
cerbam cases,

Decision of question mine within the meaning
X‘::thenmmola under this e 400 Act, the Local

Government may decide
the question, and a certificate, signed by a Secre-
tary to the Local Government, shall be conclusive
on the point.

28. If in any inquiry or proceeding under
this Act it is necessary
to decide the question
whether a person is or is not under the age of
twelve years,a certificate in writing, signed

Evidence of age.

by & duly qualified person practising medicine
T or.surgery, who states that he has examined

such person, and that the age of such person,
s nearly as can be ascertained from such ex-
amination, 13 or is not under twelve years,
shall be received as prima facis evidence of the
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.| operation of Act.

age of.such person.

{Pant VI

29.

Power to exempt from

The Governor General in Council may by
notification in the Gazette
of Inda, and subject to
such limitalions and con-
ditions as may seem to him expedient, exempt
from the operation of the whole or any part of
this Act any local area, or any mine or group or
class of mines, or any class of persons.

30. The Gorvernor General in Council or any

Power of Government oy L0cal Gorernmeint shall
India to alter or rescind have authority to reverse
orders. or modify any order pass-
ed under this Act by any autﬁau// subject. to his
or uts control.

31. This Act

Application of Act to
Crown mines,

to the Crown.

32. The Governor General in Council may,
if he thinks fit, exercise
any power which is by
this Act conferred upon
a Local Government.

Exerciso of power
by Governor General
in Couneil.

T'ewporary Provision.

33. No Cowrt skall take coguizance of any
offence punishable under
seclton 22, sub-gection ([),.
clause (e), or sub-scction
(3), whick 18 alleged to
have. been committed by any person within one
year from the commencement of this Act,

J. M. MACPHERSON,

Secretary to the Government of. India,

Bar of proseculions for
certain offences commitled
within one year of com-
mencement of Act.
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