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18nmha11 ®nmrmurnt ~a1dft 
~ubtished bu ~utluritn. 

THURSDAY, 2ND APRIL 1874 . 

. @"' Scp(~mte pctging is givm~ to this P cwt, i n onlc1· that i t may uc .filc(l ct,S a scpcwctle curnpilation. 

PART VI. 
BILLS OF THE COVE RtiMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT-

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulation~ on the 
2•Hh March 187•1, and was refen ed to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in two months :-

Bill No. 5 of 1874. 

A Bi ll to clirtninish the rnt~llit·ucle ct ncl irnp1·ovc the 
q·twlity of Law Re1JO'I'ls, an<l to CJ;tcm l the a-te(~ 
of their autlw·;ity. 

WHEREA.'I it is expedient to diminisl1 !be mul ti
tude and expense of the 

Preamble. law reports published iu 
British India, and to improve their quality, and to 
extend the local limits of the authority of properly 
reported decisions of the High Courts of Judicature 
established under the twenty-fourth and twenty
fifth of Victoria, Cap. 104 : 

And whereas, with a ·view to furthering thc:e 
objects, the Governor. Ge~eral in Council proposes 
to authorize the pubhcatwn of reports of cases 
decided by the said High Ceurts, to be ~alled the 
Indian Authorized Law Reports; It IS hereby 
enacted as follows :-

1. This Act may be called <• The Indian L'\w 
Short title. Reports Act, 187 4 :'' 

Local extent. 

VI,-35 

It extends to the whole 
of British India ; 

Commencomcnt. 
And it shall come in to 

force on the first day of 
J anuary 1875. 

2. Every j udgment delivered on or after the 
. . . ~<1id day by any of Lhe 

Luu!ls of nuthortly . of said Hi"h Courts (whe-
nuthor•zcd rcpo•·t<J extend- tl b 0 J _, · tt' cd. tet· y a uuge ~~ . •.ng 

alone, or by a DtVISIOn 
Court, or by t~ Full Bench) and reported 
in the said Indian Authorized Law Reports, shall 
have the same authority in all subordinate Court,<: 
beyond the limits of the appeUate jurisdiction of 
such High Court as imlependently of this Act it 
would have within such limits. 

All Courts other than Courts established under 
the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth of Victoria, 
Cap. 104, shall be deemed to be "subordinate 
Courts" within the meaning of this section. 

3. No Court shall be bound to hear cited or 
shall receive or treat as 

Authorit.y given only to an authority binding on 
au.th.orizcd report<~ after it the report of any cas· 
paSSU!"' of Act. . . ' . e 

o . · dectdec. by any of the sa1d 
Hi«h Courts on or after the said day, other than 
a r~port published under the authority of the Go
veruor General in Council. 

4. Save as provided by section two, nothing 
. . herein contained shall be 

~'!thority of judicial construed to ~vc to any 
dcct•IOill!. ju<licial decisiOn any fur
ther or other authority than it would have had if 
this Act had not been passed. 



STATE)lENT Ok' OBJECTS AND RBASONS. 

This Bill has. bee~ fram.ed on the assumption 
that law-reportmg m Incha should be regarded 
as a bra.nch of legislation, and on the corolhry that 
such work, so far at least as regards the decisions 
of the four High Courts, should be performed un
der the superintendE:uce of Government. 

Improvements in quality and arrangement may 
reasonably be expected from having the decisions 
of the High Courts reported only by competent 
persons and revised by a central editor. And it is 
d~sirable, and is one of the object.~ of the present 
BII~, ~o extend the local limits of the authority of 
deciSIOns so reported and reYised. 

At present a decision (say) of the High Court 
at Fort William is binding only in the Lower 
Pr~vinces. The Bi!J declares thttt every judgment 
dehvered by a.ny H1gh Court and reported iu the 
Go':ennuent Reports slmll be binding- on :til Sub
ordm:tte Courts througlwut Brit.ish India· and 
the Chief Court of the Pttllj:'Lb, :tnd the Cou'rts of 
the Recorder of Rangoon and the J udici:tl .Com-
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missioners, are declared to be 'Subordinate Courts' 
for the purpo8e only of the Bill. 

At present, again, six sets of Reports are pub
lished in India, at an annual cost to the pmchaser 
of about Rs. 300. To diminish the number and 
expense of the Reports which professional men 
must buy and 1·ead, is another object of the Bill. 
With this view, it declares that no Court shall 
be bound to hear cited, or shall treat as a bind
ing authority, the report of any case decided by 
any High Court after the 1st January 1875, other 
than a report published under the authority of 
Government. Under the Evidence Act Section (-
84, the Courts will presume the genuinen~ss of the ) 
authorized reports. 

Cases decided on local Acts and of no general 
application will, when of sufficient importance to 
be reported, be published in separate volumes. 

(Signed) A. HoBHOUSE. 

The 17lldfa?·ch 1874. 

• 

WHITLEY STOKES, 
Sec?·ctcwy to the (fove1·nment of lncl'£q,, 

l'BINTED AT THE GOVERNIIISNT CENTRAL l'RESB, BOI\IBAY, 

' 
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[ P~bblishccl1vith the "Bombcby Gove1·nment Gazette'' on 1.7w <Jth Az?·l·il 1874. J 

PART VL 
BILLS OF THE COVERNM.EN.T OF INDIA • .. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
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~ 'l'he following Bill was introduced into the 
~ Council of the Governor -General of India for the 
·~2.' f I >!c purpose o rna •ing Laws aucl Regulation~ on the 
., 2•1th :March 1874, and was referred to a Select 
~ Committee with instructions to make tl1eir report 

thereon ,in two months:-

Bill No. 5 of 1874. 

A Bill to cli?ninish tlte ?nultitttde ancl imp1·ove the 
guctlit'IJ of La1v ReJJOJ•ls, c~ncl to·extcncl' the wrect 
of Uwi1· cmtlw?·ity. 
WHEREAS it is. expedient to diminish tbc multi-

Prcaru blc. tude and ex pens~· of tl~.e 
law reports pubhshcd 111 

British India, :tncl to imp1·ove their quality; and to. 
extend the local limits of the authority of properly 
reported decisions of the High Courts of J udicaturc 
establisl1ed under the twenty-fourth and twenty
lifth of Victoria, Cap. 104 : 

An<l whereas, with a view to fmthering these 
objects, the Governor General in Council pmposes 
to authorize the publica.tion. of reports of cases 
decided by the saiu High Ceurts, to be ca.Jlcd the 
Indian Authorized Law Rcp01·Ls ; It is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

1. 'l'his Act may be called "The Indian Law 
Short title. Reports Act, 187tj, :" 

Local cxtcn.t. 

Commencement. 

It extends to tile whole 
of British India.; 

And it shall come into 
force on the first day of 
January 1875. 

2. E.very judgment delivered on or after the· 
. . . said day by any of th.e 

Lu"!ts o£ au.thonty of said High Courts ( whe-. 
authonzed repPrt.s extend. tl b J I . tt' ed 1er y a .uc gc st tug 

· alone, or by a Division 
Court, or by a Full Bench) and reported 
in the said Indian Authorized Law Reports, sha.ll 
l1ave the same authority in all subordiuate Courts 
beyond the limits of the appellate jurisdiction of 
such High Court as independently of this Act it 
would have within such limits. 

All Courts other than Courts established· under 
the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth of Victoria,. 
Cap. 104., shall be deemed to be "subordinate 
Courts" witl1iu the meaning of this section. 

3. No Court shall be bound to hca.r cited or 
shall rccci ve. or treat as 

Aut~ority given only to an authority binditw ou 
authortzed reports after . l . . f 0 

• 
passingofAct IttJelepotto any case 

· decided by any of the said 
High Courts on or after the sa.id day, other t.han 

VI.-35 a. · 

a report published under the autlwrity of the Go-
vernor Genera.) in CotuJCil. . 

4. Save as provided by ~ection two, nothing 
herein. contained shall lJe 

4•~thority of judicil\l constnlCd to ooj vc bo ;wy 
dcetstous. • I' . 1 I . 9 ~ 

.JUC ICJa. ( CCI~!On llU,Y tUr-

ther or other authority than it w:ould have had if 
this Act had not ueen passed. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND·RF.<\!SONS. 

This Bill has been framed on the assumption, 
that l::tw-.L'cporting in In.dia should · be regarded 
as :1 bmnch of legislation, and on the corollary that 
such work, so far at least as regards the decisillns 
of the four High Gonrts, should be performed un
der the supcriutentl~::nce of Oovemment. 

Improvements in quality and arrangement may 
reasonably be expected fi·om having the decisions 
of the High Courts .reported only by competent 
llcrsous and revised by a central editor. And it is 
desirable, ::tnd is one of the obJects of the present 
Bill, to, cxtenrl the local limits of the authority of 
decisions so.reported and rev~etl. 

At vresent a decision (so.y) of the High Court 
at Fort William is binding only in the Lower 
Province~. The Bill declo.res that every judgment 
delivered by :my High Com·t and reported in the 
Government Reports shall be binding on all Sub
ordinate Courts throughout Brith;h Indi::t; and 
the Chief Court of the Panj:lb, and the Courts of 
the Recorder of Rangoon and the Judicial Com
missioners are declared to be 'Subordinate Court.<;~ 
for the purpose only of the Rilt. 

At present, again, six sets of Reports are pub
lished in Indio., at· au :m1mal cost to the purcba, er 
of. aboltt Rs. 300. To diminish the number ant;, 
expense of. the Reports which professioual men. 
must buy and read, is another object of the Bill. 
With this view, it declares Llmt no. Court shall 
be bound to hear cited, or shall trcttt as a bind
ing authority, the report of a.uy t>Me decided by 
any High Court' after the 1st January lf\75, other 
bha.n a report published under the authority of 
Oovernmeitt. Under the Evidence Act, Section 
84, the Courts will presume the genuineness of lhe 
authorized report.<;. 

Cases decided on loc.<tl Acts ami of uo general 
application will, when ofsulficicnt import.mu:c tA 
he reported, be published in ~:;eparatc volumt:l<. 

(Signed) A. l:loBH.OUSE. 

'l'he 11th Jfa1·ch 1874. 

WRIT'LBY STOK:l<~, 
8cc1·cta1'!J t'J tlw Gove1•nmcnt of I u.clia . 


