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PART VI. 
BilLS 0~ THE GOVERNMENT OF !HBIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was i utrouucctl in to Lhe 
·Council of lhe UoYcrnor Genera l of IudifL for t he 
purpose of making Laws aucl R<'gn lations on the 
24th i\:I:trch 187 4, and was referred to ::t Sdcct 
Committee wi th instruct ions to ronkc lheir report 
thereon in two months: -

Bill 1:ro. ·s of 1874. 

A Billlo <lim·ii. ish the nmllil nde rt11Cl im27;·ovc the 
!J1tnlily of Lct~u .Rc1Jo i·ls, rtttcl to P;clcncl the area 
of thci-.· cmtho;·ity. 
Wnmn:As i t is expedient to tlimini tih Ute mnlti

Prcnmblc. 
l ll(lc a n1l CX[l ll .'C OJ' the 
law repurts pnhlishecl in 

:Bri tish India, and to imJJrove their r1u ality, allll to 
·extend t he local .limits of' the au thori ty of pro11erly 
repor ted decisions oft he High Com ts of J uti icature 
estfLblished. under the t wenty-fourt.h . and Lwcnty
fi fth of Victoria, Cap. 10 t : 

Aml whereas, with fl. view to fur thering lite. •~ 
o~j ect:, t he Govcrnur Geucral in Council propose: 
to auth ori ze the lJublication of' re11orts of cases 
decided by the sail! High Court:, to be ca ll ed t he 
In<li:m Authorizer! Law Reports ; l t is lterclJy 
enacted as follows :-

1. Th is Act may be call c<l '' The Iud ian .L::tw 
Short title. Reports Act, 1874:" 

T.ocnl ex lcnt. 

Commencement. 

.It extends to t ile wltolc 
ofBritisl1 In<lia; 

And it shall come in to 
force on f.hc first da.y of 
January 1875. 

2. Every j udgment <leli vcrcd on or after the 
. . . sa id d:ty by any of t he 

I,ur.!ts of nuthorily of said Hia lt Colllts (whe-
:mthorized reports extend- •I 1 ° J 1 't· · 
cd. " l ei' )Y a 1.1 ( ge. ~ ~ .~J.ng 

alone, Or by :\ D1 VJStOIL 
Court, or by · a Full Bench) an< l reported 
in t he sa id Indian Authorized Law Hcporls, shall 
h:wc the :rtJUC n,uthority in all subordina te Courts 
beyond the limits of the appellate jmisd iction of 
such High Court as iJJdcpeudcntly of t his .t\d it 
would have within such limits. 

All Courts other than Courts cstablislwd under 
the twenty-fourth and · twenty-fifth of Victoria, 
Cap. 104, shall be deemed to be "subordinate 
Courts" withiu the meaning of this section. 

3. No Court shall be bound to hear cited or 
shall receive or treat a.s 

Autl!ority <riven only to an ttuthority bindinrr ou 
authonzed reports nftcr · h . . f " . .. 
passing of Act. It t. e 10p01 t o auy c.t..; e 

dcctded by any of the smd 
High Courts on or after the said day, other than 

n. rcpurt publi~Lctl uudcr the authority of Lite tio- · 
veroor 0<'nernl in Council. 

·1. Sn 1·c as providccl by section two, uothiug 
herein contained ~hall be 

'\'!thority of Judirirol cons t.rnod to "iVl" to :tny 
<lccoswn", . I' , I I . ~ 1•. • .1111 ICt::l f eCISI()n any llf-

t,hel· or other authori ty tha11 it would lt:wn !mol if 
t h iti A.cl had nrot loccn passed. 

STATJ::on;liT or 0JJJECTS A:>~o RF:AsoNs. 

'!.'his Bill has been framed on the as~umption 
i.ltat law-reporting iu lndi ;L ~h ould Le re"ardcd 
as a brauch of lcgislat.ion, and on t he corolla~y that 
sucl1 work, so f.'l.r a t lea ·t :1 < rcxarcl s t he dcci~ions 
of the four High Courts, sl10uld be performed <Ill
dar the . upcriutcudcncc of Covemmont. 

Improvements in quality aud nrmngcment may 
;·casonably bo expected from hav ing tltc decisions 
of t ltc H igh Conrts reported only by COill)ICtcnt 
per"ons and rel' ised by a centro! editor. And it i~ 
desirable, and is oue of the ol~j cc ts of the present 
Bill , lo extend the local lim its of t.he a.nl.h<Jri ty of 
dccisious so reported and r..,;-ised. 

At present <t decision (soy) of the H.iglt Courf, 
at Fort 'William is bindin:~ only iu the I"owcr 
J>rovince: . The Bill declares tlmt every judgment 
deli ve red LJy any H igh Court nnd rcporlcol iu the 
Oovcmmont Report~ sitnll be binding ou ·all Sub
ordinate Courts throughout British Todia; and 
the Chief Court uf t l10 l'anj <l h, and tl11~ Courts of 
tltc llecordcr of lhugoon :llld f he Judicial CoJol
ftli ssiouers a rc declare< I to bu 'Huhonlinatc Cotn'ls' 
for tho purpose only of the Rill. 

At present, again, six sets of Reporl·~ arc pub
li: hed in Inuia, at an :mnuttl cos t. to the purclmset· 
of abou t. Hs. :100. To di111inish t he 1111111ber au~; 
expense of th e Heport~ whi('h pro!'essi(>nal mou 
mu:t buy aucl rend, is anc,thcr ol!jcct of Ute Hill. 
Wi th t his ·view, it. dcchrcs that uo Uourt shall 
he bouu<l to hear cite<!, or Hhnll treat as a bind
ing authority, the report of any c:Jsc decided by 
any High Court after the ht January 1875, otlwt· 
than a report published nuder the authority of 
Oovemment. Under the Evidence Act, Scoction 
84, t he Conrl:s will presume the genuiucnc·ss of thu 
authorized reports. 

Cases decided on lo<·al Acts aud of uo gcut"ml 
application will, when of sufficient importance· tu 
be reported, he publishcll iu Hcpamte volume·. . 

(Signed) A. Hoanot.:SK 
'J'Ite I7lh'J[aA'Ch 187-1-. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 
Sec1·ela1·y to t!te GovC'/'11/in.ent oj ln.din. 

I'Ril<'I'EI> AT TlJE OOVEJ!NMKNT CBNTRAL l'ltl!i!S, DQXUAY. 

VI.-39.:t 


