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THE 

TH UHSDAY, li TH JUNE 1868. 

@' Separate pag ing is g iven to litis P art in ort!cr. tl~at it mrt,y be filed as a separate comp ilation. 
Tlw pagi11g of' !/lis P art commenced ~dtlz the Numbcrfor Jatmmy 1867. 

PAl't T IV . 
.A .C T S P ASS t 0 3 Y T HE G 0 V E P.. N MEN l 0 F l N 0 \_ A. 

The f,, IJ o\\'i ng Act of the Govemor General of 
Ind ia in Council received the assent of l.lis E xccl
l;;ncy the Gnvcrn or General <.n the 20th May 
18!;8, and is h~rc l .y promulgated for general infor-
:ll"tion :- ' 

Aut loJ o. ::i!:V H. of 186~. 

.tJ,, Act tn appoi11 t a Cou;mi~sin n to illf]llirc into the 
fai.turc 'f t f,e B•w lt of B ombay. 

Wrmn EAS the Bunk of n om hay is at present Ull

al.lc to pay its debt>, and 
is now being wound up 

v" luntarily, pursu ~ nt to a specialre.,olution to that 
effect passed by the slmrehold er> in gNJcral meet
in~ ; And whereas t.he Secretary <•f State for· India 

.' has di rected that an inqui ry should be made into 
the causes and circun1stance~ of such inability and 

·~ ~w ind i u g up ; I t is hereby enacted ~s fo llows:-

Prcamulc. 

A PP O! :> 'D! !il\1' OF C O)D!I SSl OX· 

I . ·The Govcmor General of India in Couucil 
may i'sue a commissiiJn 

Appointment of Co,m- to ~uch t•ersons as he 
. l!lis:; ioncr5. 

. . . . think ~ fit for the purpose 
of mqurrmg- mto and reportin "' on the causes and 
circumstances aforesaid. 0 

Th~ Gover~or General of India in Council may 
from t!m: to trmc add to the persons namtd in such 
comnnssron. 

The Commissioner~ shall fully inquire into the 
Fnid matter~, and shall, .as soon as they con
veniently Ntn do so, report thereon to the Go••ernor 
General of India in Counril. 

ACTS-60 a 

2. 1 n case uny Commi~sioner appointed OJ' added 
. under thid 1\ ct shall die, 

Pow~r. to nppomt new or resirr n or desire to he 
Comnusston(•r, . o , 

thschurged, or refuse, or 
become incapable tn act, the Governor General of 
lnclia in Council may appoint a new Commissioner 
in his place ; ami all the powers nnd duties hy this 
Act conferred and imposed on a Commissionc>r 
shall be exercised and perfonmd hy the Commis
sioner so :o ppoiuted. 

3. The Commissioner'S shnll enter upon the said 
inquiry in the Town o ( 

~ommcnccmcnt of in- 13omhay on the first dav 
<Jmry. of June 186H, or as sonir 
ufter that d~y as they can conv eniently do so, and 
such inquiry may he contiuued in the said To1tr1 
or at such other place within the territories under 
the Go1·cmment of the Governor of Bombay in 
Council as \he Governor General of lndiu in 
Council sh ull from time to time appoint. 

The sairl inquiry ~hull be conducted in public: 
Provid ~d that, if a majority of the Commissioner !' 
shall from lime to timt• think fit, uny part of such 
inqui r·y may be conducted with closed doors • 

PowERS Ol' Co\DilSSIONERS. 

4. The Commissioners may, by summons under 
. · the hands of ony two of 

Attendance of wrtncsscs. them, require the attend-
ance before them at a time untl place to be men· 
tinned in such summons, of any person residing or 
being within British Indio whose evidence i" 
in their judgment mot~rial to any of the matters of 
the inquiry uforesnid, and may rec1uire him to 
bring and produce IJefore them nil such IJookB, 
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papers, and writin,gs as they think necessary for 
. arriving at the truth of the said matters. 

E•·ery such person shall accordingly attend be
fore the Commissioners, and shall produce ~uch 
book~, papers, and writings, as arc required of him 
and nrc in his possession or powrr, according to 
the tenor of the summons. 

5. 'fhe Commi~sioners may administer nn oath 
Esnminntion of wit- to every pet·son ex~ mined 

nesscs on onth. before them, touc.lung. the 
. . _mutters to be m<lmred 
Into under tlus Act, but Jt shall not be necessary 
fnr them to take evidenl'e upon oath unless they 
think fit so to do. 

6. If any person' upon whom any such sum-
. . mons is served by the 

Wrtncssrs rcfusm~ . to delivery !hereof to him or 
nttcml or nnsll'er, or gt••mg I · · 
false c1·idcncc. by t te leavmg !hereof at 

Ins usual place of abode, 
fails, without rrasonable cause (to be allowed hy 
the CommissionerR), to apprar before them at the 
time and place mentioned in the summons ; 

Or refuses to be sworn ; 
Or does not make answer to such qurstions as 

are pul to !tim touchin" the matters directed to 
be inquired into by the" Commissioners ; 

Or refuses or fails without rea~onable cause (to 
be allowed by the Commis::ioners) to produce and 
show .t? the qom~issi~ners any such paper, book, 
Qr. wrrtrng, be111~ m Ius possession or power as 
t? -~he Commi~stoners appears necessary for 'nr
!wmg;. at the truth of the matters to be inquired 
mto by them; 

Or makes any statement which is false and 
which he either knows or believes to be false or 
dors not believe to be true, ' 

The Commissioners sliall have the same powers in 
n!l respects tonclling nny sucl1 person a~ the prin
~rp~l Court ?f orig!nal c!v!l jurisdiction within the 
hnn.ts of whtch he ts restdmf; may by low exercise 
agnmst any pers?n for makmg default of appenr
unce, or ~o~ refusmg to.be swo_rn, or to give evidence 
?r for giVIng false evtdence m ar.y suit depending 
rn such Court. 

7. If the Commissioners require the evidence of 

Examination of witnesses any person residing Ot' be
beyond tbc Prcsidcucv of ing in Brith:h lndiu . be-
11om bay. • yond the limits of the Pre-

. · sidency of Bombny, n:od 
do not tlunk, fit to require his attendance by sum
mon.s uuder Section four, they may, by a letter to 
be srgnecl by the'!~ or any twu of them, request 
lillY Judge, Magtstr~te, or .othet· Oriiccr hnving hy 
ln~v f!ower lo e~amme wun~s~es upon oath, to 
exanu~e such Witness upon wterrogniories to be 
s_ent wllh the letter, or according to !he instruc-
111!~8 to be s~nt therewith, as to the points upon 
whwh the ev1dence of the witness is requirrd; .anti 
the J u~ge, _Magistrate or other Ollicev to whom such 
lettrr I& d~rccted, shall examine the witness upon 
oath orcordingly. 

8. Every Judge, Magist;ate, or other Officer to 
!'ower to compel attend- whom such h·trer of rc-

nnrc of such ~ritneaacs. quest is aent, Rhnll have 
. the $arne powers for com-

pelling ~he a~tendnnce of th~ witness, fur examining 
or c.au~mg ~1m to be ex~mmed upon outh, und for 
pumshmg htm fo: t•efusmg to attend or give evi
dence, or for makmg any statement whi~·h is false 
and which he either kno1vs or believes to be false, 

or does not believe to be true, as if the evidence 
of such witness were required in any matter .within 
th<> ordinary jurisdiction of such J udgr, Mngtslrate, 
or other Ollicer. 

9. The Commissioners may, whenever they 
think fit, issue a com

Commission to exn!'ii!1c n1ission for thl? exnmina
witnc.s~es hcy'?nd the hmtts tion of witnesses resident 
of Drtttsh Indta. b d ] 1. . f eyon t 1c rmtts o 
I3rili~h India, and ~hall, for the purpose of issuil)g 
~udt commi~sion~, loe dremed to be a •court 
authorized to issue commissions by Sec!ions 177, 
178, and 179 of the Code of Civil Procedure. ~ · · ' · 

lVI ISCELlu\NEOUS. 

10. E•·cry witness required to ·attend or give )' 
t·vident•e unrler the pro-

Expenses of witnesses. VISIOns or this Act shall 
be ~ntitled to a rrasonable sum (to be allowed by 
the Commissioners) for his expenses for travelling 
to and from, anrl remaining at the place at which 
lte is required to atlend. 

]I. In Sections 193 and 22!:! of the Indian 
. PP.nal Code, the word. 

.P .. mshmcnt Cor false "J'udicial proceed' o-" 
cvl(\cncc nnu rontcmpts. 1. II b t k . 1

1no1 _ s 1a e a en to mc tH e 
any procreding under this Act, ami in the Iutter 
Section the word "public servant" shall be taken 
to iucludc a Commi~sioner under this Act. 

12. i'i o pet·son shall be excuEed from answerino

Witncss not to he ex- abnylqueti.tdioC~ put. I~ hir~ 
cuset\ from nusw~ t·ing. Y t Je SUI ommtSSIOners 

· or nny of them, or by any 
such Judge, Magistratc; orother Offi,·er as aforesaid 
upou the ~round of any privileg·e, nor on the 
g ronnd that the nnswrr to such question will tend 
to crimina te such person. 

But no statj!ment made by any person in 
answer to any such quc.;tion shall, except for the 
purpose of punishing him for wilfully giving false 
evidence upon ~tll'h examination, be admissible in 
evidence in any criminal pro:::eeding. 

And every person who, upon such examination 
i~ compelled to give evidence which may tend t~ 
expose him to penal consequences, shall be freed 
from nil criminal prosecutions to which he 
m~y _have been o1· mn_y. hec•)n~e liable or subject 
1\'lthm an): pa~l of Bnllsh lndm, and for anything 
done by lum Ill respect of nny acts relatiug to 
whi,·h he is examined, unless the Commis~ioner~ 
who have, or the .Jud~e, !Vlttrristrat.t> or other 
Ollice1· whn Ions examined ~uch ~vitness: certify in ~ 
writing undet· their or his hands or hand that the • • 
witness is not r ntitlcd to the protection lastl•!l--::"' 
hcreirt-hPfore gh·en, on the ground that he hilS no't 
mnde a fidl and true disclosure touching all matters 
as to which. hu is so examined. 

i'iothing iu this Act shall ~xempt any such wit
ness from any civil suit to which he may be liable. 

1:3. No suit shall lie against the Commissioners 
Bar of suit>. 01' any of them or any 

. . other person for anything 
done m the execuuon of thio Act. 

WJUTLEY STOKj;S, 

Asst. Sc-cy. to tlte Govt . of India, 

Home Dept. ( Legislatit·e). 
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