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THE 

THURSDAY, 21sT MAY 1868. 

£0' Separate paging is gir:en to tl1is Part in order that it may be.filed as a separate compilation. 
The paging oftlis Pm·t commenced m'tll the Numbcrfor Jat~uary 186i. 

PART IV. 
A C T S P A S S E D B Y T H E G 0 V E R N MEN T 0 F I N D I A. 

The following Act of the Governor General of 
India in Council received the assent of His Ex
cellency the Govcrno1· General on the 2,lth April 
l 868, and is hereby promulgated for general in
formation: -

Act No. XVI. of 1868. 
An Act to co,nsolidatc and amend the law rclaiing 

to p,.ill.cipal Sadr A mi.ns, Sadr Am·i11s, .and Munsif$ 
;n Bengal, ancl.for otltC'I·pmposes. 

\V'HllAEAS it is expedient to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to 
Principal Sadr Amln8 nne\ 

i\1 unsif.~ in the territories re~pectively under the 
Govt•ruments of the Lieutenant Governo1· of the 
Lower ProvinC'es and of the Lieutenant Governor 
of the North-Western Provinces of the Presidency 
or Fort William in Bengal, and to aqolish the 
pffice of Sadr Amln, and to alter the designation 
of the officers now styled Principal Sadr Amlns; 
And whereas it is also expedient to provide ior the 
investment of Subordinate J udj!;es and Munsifs in 
such territories with the jurisdiction of Judges of 
Courts of Small Causes beyond the local limits of 
the ordinary original civil jurisdictions of the High 
Courts of Judicature; It is hereby enacted as 
follows:- · 

Pl'enmhle. 

PRELU!INARY. 

l. The Regulations and Acts mentioned in the 

Repeal of eonctmcots. 

e:ttent specified in the 
schedule. 

lotcrpretation-clause, 
.o\CTS-59g 

schedule to this Act are 
hereby repealed to the 

third column of the same 

2. In this Act-

" Local Government" means the Lieutenant 
.. . . , Governor of the Lower 

Locnl GO\crumcut. Provinces, or the Lieu-
tenant Governor of the North-Western Provinces 
oi' thl' said l'rc~idency, as the case may be; 

" High Cou1·t" means the High Court of Judi-
" II' 1 c , cnture at Fort \Villinm, or 

'lP ourt. the High Court of Judi-
cature of the North-Western Provinces of the sai<l 
Pre~idency, as the case may !Je; and 

"District Judge" means thP Judge of a princi- . 
"District Juclnc." · pal civil court of original 

"' jurisdiction. 
3. This Act extends only to the terrilorics fot 

Extent of Act. t~e time being . respec-
. . t1vely 111Jder the Govern-

ments ofthe L1euteQ.ant Governor of the J.ower 
Provincrs and the Lieutenant Governor of rile 
North-Western Provinces of the said President·y. 

SUDORDINATE JUDG.I!S AND MUNSIF!>. 

4. The present Principal Sadr Amlns shall btl 
the first Subordinate 

FirstSubordinatoJudgca. Judges, and (subject t•• 
. . . . . any ulteration of the limits 

of the1r locaiJUflsd!ctlon which may be made by the 
L.oc~l Governmen.t) shallsever:ally exercisethejuris
dtcl!On of~u?ord~na~ Judges under this Act within 
the loca~ hm1ts ":1thm which, immediately before 
the passmg of th1s Act, they respectively exercised 
the JUrisdiction of Pl'incipal Sadr Amins. 

'Ihe present Sadr Amins and Munaifs shall ue 
First Muusifs. the first Munsifs and 

f 1 • . • (subject to any alteration 
o t le hnuts ofthelr local jurisdiction wbich . may 



be made by the Local Government) shall severully 
exercise the jurisdiction of Munsifs under this Act 
within the local limits within which, immediately 
before the passing of this Act, they respectively 
cxercifed the jurisdiction of M unsifs. , 

5. Whenever the office of a Subordinate Judge 
. under this Act is ·~acnnt, 

. Appomtmcnt of Sub?r- th 1 al Government 
dmato Judges nnd Mmtstfs. e oc . tl ffi 

may appomt to re o ce 
such person as it thinks proper. 
• Whenever the office of a Munsif under this Act 
is vacant, the High Court shall nominate such per
son as it thinks fit to fill such office, and the 
Local Government shall appoint l1im accordingly. 

lt shall be lawful for the I..ocal Government, with 
the sanction of tire Governor General of India in 
Council, to make rules as to the qualifications of 
persons to be nominated M unsifs under 1 his 1\ et, 
and from time to time to alt~r and add to the rulcti 
so made. 

When such rules shall have been : made, no · per
son, notwithstanding any tiling hercinb••fore 
ronrained, shall be nominated to the office of i\'Iun
sil; unles~he possesses the qualifications presc;-ibed 
by the said rules. 

Acting Apjloiutmcnts. 
li. Any District Judge, on the occurrence ,,•ith-

D
. 

1 
· J 

1 
, in his jurisdiction of any 

ts r1ct nc ge s cower · l f) ' f 
to umkc nctii1~ npjJOint- vacancy m t IC o · 1ce o 
mcnt to offirc of Munsif. Munsif, mny, prndinp; the 

orders of the High Court 
thereoro appoint such person us he thinks fit to net 
in &uch offici'. And he shall forthwith r<'port to 
the High. Court the -occ:urrence of every ~uch 
vacancy and of ever)' such appointment. 

Dfclnratirm. 
i. E very person hereaftCJ: !•ppointed under this 

Act shall, on his fir ; t ap
pointment, and previou~ ly 

to entering on the rluti<'s of his oflice, snb,cl'ibe, 
he fore the District Judge to whose control he i:; sub
j ('rt, the following declamtion :-

" J, A. B., uppointed :Subordinate Judge [or 
M unsif] of , do solemnly declare that I 
will fnithft~lly p<>rform the duties of my <oliice to 
the best of my ahility, knowledge, and judgmeut.' ' 

Declnt·ntion. 

k, EverySuLordinnteJudgeand Munsif under 
Snbnr r t J 1 1 this Act Hhall be deemed 

M;111sif.'t~·~.eCi~il~~~~~~. to be a Civil Court within 
the meaning of the Code 

of Ci,·il Procedure and of this Act. 
Ministerial 0 Jlicers. 

:l. All ministerial officers of the Comts of t:ub-
. · . . ordinate J udp:cs t.ud 

. \f'fl01!1tmcnt of mtms- M unsirs shall be nomi ut-
twal ofttcors. d . 11 

e and nppomted by tho~e 
Ct?lll't,; I'<'SJlCCtiveJ.~, subject tO the nppro\•a] of I he 
Uu•h·•<·t Judge wtthin whose jurisdiction such 
Cnm·ts are Pituate. · 

E~·er:>: such Cou!t may, by order, fine, suspend, 
or thsmt&s any .of •ts ministerial officers who is 
i!-uilty of an;r misco~duct ' or. nep.lect in the per
lonuance of the dulles .of Ius office. But C\'C•ry 
such order shall be subject to appeal to the District 
Judge ;' and the rules for the time being applicable 
to uppr·al~ to the Court of SePsion from orders of 
the Criminal Courts subordinate thereto shall 
uppl,v to all appeals under this section. 

II\ othing in tltis section shall exempt the offender 
from any penal or other consequences to which 
he m11y be liable under any other law in force for 
the time being. 

Suspe11sion of S~tbordinate Judges mu~ .lliunsifs. 
I 0. The H iah Court may, whenever 1t sees m-

" . gent necessity for so doing, 
Suspcusi?n . by Uigh suspend any Subordinate 

Court or DtStnct Judge. J ndgc under its control. 
Whenever the Hi•dr Court suspends any such 

Subordinate Judo·<', it shall forthwith report to 
the Local Goven~ment the circumstances of such 
suspension, and the Local Government may direct 
him to be removed from his office, or make such 
other order as the case may require. t'i:---

Any District Judge may, whenevet· he ~ees urgen\ 
n~ces~ ity for so doing, ~uspend any i\1uns·if under 
Ius control. '~) -

Whenevet· the District Judge suspends any such 
Munsif, he shall forthwith send to the High Comt 
a full report of the case, with the evidence, and the 

· High Court shall mnke such order in the matter as 
it think s fit. 

The J] igh Comt may at any time by order re
move from his office, or suspend, any Munsifsubject 
to its control. 

.J URISDlC'T!O N. 

Local Limits of Jm·istliction. 
II. The Local Govcmment mav define and 

' from time to time •·arv 
Locnllimits of jurisdic- the local limits of the juris-

lion. dictions of Subordinate 
J uuges and M unsif.~ . 

Pending P t·orcrdin!J·•- · 
12. El'cry CourL under this Act shall have the 

. . . same jurisdiction Ol'cr all 
. Jumdtchon over pcntl- Jlrocccdinag pendin' · tl• 
uw tn·occctluws. . b . .g Ill .c 

o o Comt for whtch tl shall 
hn ve been substitutNI , as the Princi pal Sadr A min 
Sadr 1\ min, or Mtm>if (as the case may be) of sucl; 
Court would have had if this Act hnd noL been 
passed: 

Pro\'ided that every M un sif exercising jurisdic
tion nud er this Act within the local limits of a Sadr 
i\hinsitl shall have jurisdiction over all proceedin«s 
pending in the Cout·t of the Sadr A min immediately 
belorc the pussing of thi;; Act. · 

Ex-r ENT Ol' J u nrsDicnol'. 

'(a)-illm1s~(s. 
13. Munsifs are empo11:ered to t~·y all qriginal 

. . . . ·r surts cogntzablc by the 
Jm·•*hchon of lhnm s. Ci,·il Courts of which th~ 

subjrct-mnll<·r does not exceHI in amount or \'alue 
rupe<·s one thou~and. 

I 4. In all such suits in which an appeal io, fot· 

\ I )). . t the time bt:>ing, allowed bv 
' ppra s tn 1strac I - ] .· -,_ ... - . 

Jtulgc from Mnusif.. a,w, an ar.p~a. shall Ire " 

i\I unsif to 
suhject .. 

from the d('Cl&ton of the 
the District Judge to whose control he is 

(b).-Sul•01·diuatc Jud9es. 
1:3. Subotdinate Judges at'? .empow~red to try 

Oril(innl jnri•diction of all ortgmal su!t~ c~gniz-
Snbor!linntc Judges. able h.y the Ctvtl Courts 

. of wluch the subject-mat-
ter e~~eeds '!1 a~10unt or value rupees one thousand, 
and (tithe Dr~tnct J ~<!ge shall have referred them 
under t!Je Code of~n• tl Procedure) suits of which 
the snbJecl-matter rs of any less amount or value. 

16. The' Local Govt>rnment may invest any 
.Power to iltl·est Snbor- Subordinate Judge with 

t1innte Jntl~:~ $ w!ih l\Inn- the powers of a Munsif 
sif's power.. under section thirtefn 

and may .define and fron{ 



·. 

lG6 0 

time to time vary the local limits within which such 
powers are to IJe exercised. 

I i. Ev~ry District Judge may from time to 
time, subject to the orders 

. AppoHato juriscliction of of the 1:1 i!!h C:uurt, refer 
Snbonlmutc Judges. to any Subordinate Judge 
under his control any appeals from decisions 
passed by l\'Innscfs undet• ~cction thirt<>cn pending 
before the Di<trict .Judge ; and such Subordinate 
.Judge shall hear and dispose of 9uch appeals ac
cordingly. 

18. In suits decided liy any Subordino te .Jud~e 
in thP. exercise of his 

Appeals to Distrirt original jurisdiction, of 
Jud~c from Subordinate 1 · 1 tl t ;Jucl •rs. \\' nc 1 te amoun or va -

t; lue of the subjed-matter 
does not exceed rupees fi ve thousand, nn appeal 
shall lie to the Di ·trict .J ud gP. to whose control 
such Subordinate judge is subject. 

In all other suit~ de{'ided by any Sttbordinate 
Judge wh c>ther in the ex-

Appeals to lligh Court ercise of his origiunl or 
from Subordinate Jml~cs. appellate jurisdiction, the 
appeal from the decision of such J utlge shall ue 
direct to the I·li§!;h Court. 

19. The High Court may from 1ime to time 
by ordet· authorir.e the 
Judge of any Di~ trict 
Comt to transfer to a S ub· 
ordinate Judge or Mun
sif subj <· ct to the control 
of such !Jistrict Cmu t any 

lli~h Court mny orclcr 
District Judge to t rnn.\'O fCL' 
ton Snbonlinntc Juclgc or 
) lnn:J if certniu ci\'il prow 
t ccdings. 

ci\'il proceedings (not being ~ nit s), or any class of 
such proceeding~ , specified in such order, and 
whic11 may be then pending·, m· may be thereafter 
instituted, i•t such District Court, 

All proceeding~ so tran~fened shall be disposed 
of by the Subordinate Judge or l\lunsi! (as the 
case may be) according to the rules pn's,.riLed for 
the guidance of District J ncJgrs in the like casc·s : 

Prodd ed that an appPal from the order of the 
Subordinate Judge or Munsif in such cases shall 
lie to the District .J ud o-e, and a special appeal from 
his order thereon shall lie to the High Court, if 
an appeal from the cleci.ion of the J ucl~e in sud1 
proceedings is allowed by the haw in force for the 
time being. 

(c).-Sma/1 Cause Cmn·t Pou:ers. 

20. The Locul Govt>rnment nwy innst, within 

' Power to inrc~t s nhorrli
.... ~~ nntc Jml(pe Ol' Munsif with 

·• Powers "of Small Cause 
Court J uclgc. 

such local limits us it shall 
from time to time appoint., 
any :3ubordinate J udgc 
with the jurisdiction of a 
.J U(ll{e of u Comt of Small 

Causes, for the trial of suits cognizable uy Huch 
Courts, up to thE' amount of rupees five hundred, 
and any Munsif with the fame jurisdil"lion up t.o 
!he amount of t·upee~ fifty, and may, wh~never 1t 
thinlts fit, withdraw such jurisdiction from the 
Subordinate Judge or Munsif so in•·ested· 

21. Section 51 of Act 1\"o. XI. of 186~ (locon

Power to in•·elt Smnll 
Cause Court Judge with 
Powers of Suboruiuate 
Judge. 

solidatc and amend /he law 
l'e[,ting to Courts of Small 
Causes beyond the local 
limits of tile ordinarg oriqi
nul ci~:il juriscliction of the 

High Courts of Judica!11re) ~hall be read as if, for 
the words "Principal Snt!der Ameen," the words 
"Subordinate Judge'' were substituted. 

Nmnbfo:l' of 
Hcg ulution ur 

At~ f .• 

SCHEDULE. 

Tillo or Subject. Extent of llop•>l· 

Bcu~al llcgu· .\ Rcgulntion fnr reducing So much ns lu1~ oot 
l:u lon inlo ono Rcgulntlon, whh lJeen rcpoaletl. 

X X I I r. of ani CIHimouls nud modlflca-
181-l. tious, the tievornl Unlcs 

which Jul\'o been pn.!-!llcd 
rc~arding the Ollico of 
l\luon !l lfi~ or Nntivo Com· 
mlss lon crs , nnd of ~udder 
A umccus cr H cad Corn~ 
mi ~s iOIIl'rs ; for modifyfn~ 
ond extending their rcsrcc
thre powerd in tho Tl'ial 
nud Dcrjsion of Civil Snits . 
mul fr,r nuthoriz.lng them 
to di:il!hnrgc ccrtnlu nd
ditional l>ulie:. under the 
Direction of the Zillah and 
City Jull::;cs. 

Ucll:,!ill U cgn~ A Ro):t ulatinn to motllfy the 
lnti011 nnlc:t in Forco which pre· 

XV Ill. of ticribc an Onth of Ollict! to 
1~17. be tnkcu by ccl'tnin Nnth•c 

Officers ; nnd to cxpluln 
nml nmcud othCl' PrO\·I:i iOn:i 
rclntivc to lhu Nnth·c :-u
ni!' tcrial omccrs and Lnw 
Otliccrd nf the Civil und 
Crh11inal Courts. 

o fur a:J relnte.J 
to Principal Hodr 
Amins,SndrAmiua, 
nnd M unslf.s. 

llcngal ncgu- .\ Regulat ion for extending So tnuch ns ha• nrlt 
lution tho Powers of Moonslfli- been rcpco.lcd. 

Y.of uml. Hllll S udclf!l's\umccnslnlh~ 
'J'Iial uf Ch·il Suit~ , ond tOa 
uuthol'i zinl{ the Appoint· 
mcntofPrincitJ'' ISud•lerAu .. 
mcens at lhc 'l.i\1u.hnnd Cit)' 
Station:i ; for nlollify in~ 
th~, P•,wurs nml Duties ut 
the Zillul1, City, nmJ Pro. 
\'iucinl Cmu·ld ill conncc~ 
lion with t.hosa m·rangc
mcnts; uull (tu· cnlnrgin~ 
the ~pllcrc ol' Sulaclluu 
with rf~ l:):lrd ro lhc uHiccs 
of ~looJL<ilt" uud Yokcol. 

Ucn:; :-.1 Hcg-u~ A R('g ulntlon f<,r modifying Thn wl1olt! Rcaul.1 .. 
lation cea·taln of thu Pro,·Jslons ol rlon, , uxccpt ,.., 

VII. of 1632. Hc::Julatinu V. lf:31, nnd muc:h of tcctii'Jn l1 
(QJ' JII'O\'Iding Suppl~mcn~ f\8 (11'0\'ill~s thut u ,e 
t:n·~· Uuh'd to that Enact· rule cHmtaiued ih 
mcnt. secriun XV. ltc~cu

Jurftl(t I v·. 1;~:1 , 
nud tile core.., pfln•t ... 
hag cnnctuaeur cou
tnlncd in clnn ~.) 
firtil 1 rr.cetillu XVI . 
Uegulatlou Ill. 
1803, aholl be tlo<• 
rule or guldanco lh 
oil suit< .. ganlint; 
IIUcccSilon, lnher ir
RnCe11UIIrrlasu•, ;,n·l 
custe, and all l"t" .. 

llgluus u"JDgo& an•l 
hllllhndou!l, thnt 
mny arise behtotr• 
Pl!r&UD$ profe~iuc. 
tho llindoo •wl 
Mnhomcdan 1•er· 
SliQjliOlld retpec .. 
lively. 

Act rio. Vll( •. ll;n~aljudlclary aystcrn .... l'he wbolo, 
or Hl36. 

Aot Xo. XXV. Dougal juulclary system ... , muob u ha• not 
of 1~37, beeu repeal.d. 

• Act No. ~~·or r011ulatlug luqulrl•" lnloiSectlon 2-1. 
XXXVII . of tho B•h•vlour ~f l'ublle 

1d60. Servont1. 

WUITLE\' STOXBS, 

Asst. Stcg. to the llorJt. of l'ndin, 
Home Df[lt. ( LlgilluliPe). 
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