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PART VL

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

The following Billwas introduced into the Coun-
cil of the Governor General of India for: the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations - on. the
3rd April 1868, and was referred to a Select
Committee with instructions to make their report
thercon in a week:—

Bill No. 12 of 1868.

A Bill for the Prevention of certain Contagious
Diseases.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better
prevention of certain Con-
tagious, Diseases; It is
hereby enacted as follows :—

Preamble.

Preliminary,

1. This Act may becciled as “The Indian
; ontagious Diseases’ Act
Short title, ]868-’P , ; Y

2. In this Act—

«Magistrate” includes a Police Magistrate.
“Chief Medical Officer” means’ the principal
medical ofticer for the time being aitached to or
doing duty at a hospital.
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“Contagious Disease” means any venereal
disease.

figs i

3. The places to whi%h tl;lis Act applies ::hall

. e the sea-ports which

patcngolics the Local I:a‘rovernmenl: ;

shall from time to time; with the previous  sanc-

tion of the Governor General of Iudia in Council,

specify by notification in the official Gazette. The

limits of such sea-ports shall, for the . purpnses of

this Act, be such as are defined in the said no-
tification. =

Unregistered Prostitutes,

4. In any place to which this Act applies, no
woman shall carry on the
business of a ‘comition
prostitute without ‘having
personally attended and heen registered vat the
office established under this Act at such place;and
without having in her possession such evidences:of.
registration as hereinafter provided.: fioe gy

Punishment of unregis-
tered prostitutes,

Any woman carrying on such business without
having attended and been registered as  aforesaid,
or without having in her possession suchevidence
as aforesaid, shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to one month, or

with fine not exceeding one hundred rupees; or
with both.
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Registration of Prostitutes.

5. The Local Government shall establish, at
the places to which this
Act applies, oflicers for
the registration of com-
mon  prostitutes, and
shall appoint officers to
the cliarge of such offices, and may, with the
previous sanction of the Governor General of
india in Council, assign such salaries and esta-
blishment to the said officers as the Local Govern-
ment shall from time to time deem proper. The
Local Government shail also provide forevery such
office such books and forms as may be necessary
for the purposes of this Act.

6. On the appearance of any such woman at
such office, the officer in
charge shall enfer in a
book to be kept for the
purpose, her name, age, caste (ifany) and resi-
dence.

Such woman shall thereupon be deemed to be
registereq under this Act, and the registering ofli-
cer shall furnisk her with such evidence of regis-
tration as the Local Government shall by noti-
fication in the local official Gazetle from to time
direct.

Local Government to cs—
tablish registration offices
and appoint officers to take

charge.

Registration of prosti-
“tutes.

Ezamination of Prostitutes.
7. The Local Goyvernment shall liave power to
appoint persons to make
periodical examiuvation of
tegistered women iu order

Examination of prosti-
tutes.

. to ascertain whether at the time cf each such
* examination they arc affected with coutagious
_ disease.

8 For each of the places to which this Act

applies, the Local Go-
Local Government may
make regulations as to ex-

aminations. to time make regulations

respecting-the times -and
places of examination under this Act at that place,
and generally respecting the arrangements for the
conduct of those examinations ; and a printed copy
of regulations purporting to be regulations under
this section shall, if sighed by a Secretary to such
Government, be evidence of such regulations for
the.purposes of this Act.

~ 'Ihe Local Government may-also require the

Rerety persons  making: such
examination to send in

reports:to such peraons at such times and in such
form as the Local Government shall from time
to time prescribe, e
Any such person not a medical. officer wilfully
disobeying any regulation
made under this section
--shall be punished with

Penalty for ;lisobeying
regulations,

: i e oid
simpls imprisonment for a term which way extend

to one year, or with fine, or with both.

- Any registered woman willully disabeying any
such regulationishall be punished with imprison-
:)nm(_a‘l;?réa term whlchd may extend: to one month,
E With fine not exceeding one hundred rupees, or

w‘lvth“.hoth». R & . R

Refusal to show evidence of Reyistration.

9’"_ A“Y’ registered: womari who, without reason-
P e able excuse, neglécts or

Penalty for: refusing to: - refuses : to % oL :
2 TRLDN odute ‘and
;"’,‘;"!-"-""‘“"“ of registra- show! the -ev’i)dence of her
registiation  with! which

’

vernment may ‘from time

she shall have been furnished as aforesaid when

required so to do by an officer of police, shall be

punished with imprisonment for a term which

may extend to fourteen days, or with fine not

exceeding fifty rupees, or with both.
Brothel-kecpers.

10. If any person, being the owner or occupier
of any house, room or
place within the limits of’
any seaport to which this
Act applies, or being a
manager or assistant in the management thereof,
having reasonable cause to Lelieve any woman to
be a prostitute-and not to be registered under this
Act, induces or suffers her to resort to or be in
that house, room or place for the purpose of pros-
titution; he shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to six mouths, or
with fine which may extend to one thousand
rupees, or with both.

Provided that a conviction under this section
shall  not exempt the
offender from any penal
or other consequences to which he may be
liable for keeping or being concerned in keeping
a brothel or disorderly house, or for the nuisance
thereby occasioned.

Certified Hospitals.

11. The Local Government may from time lo
time provide any build-
ings or parts of buildings
as lospitals for the pur-
poses of this Act.

Any building or part of a building so provided
and certified in writing by a Secietary tothe
Local Government to be so provided, shall be
deemed a certified Hospital under this Act.

Every certified Hospital so provided shall be
placed under the control
and management of such
persons as to the Local
Government shall from time to time seem fit.

12. The Local Government shall make regula-
tions for the inspection,
management, and govern-
ment of the tlospitals as
far ds regards women authorized by this Act to be
detained therein for medical treatment or being
therein under medical treatment for a contagious
disease, and may from time to time alter any such
regulations. e 2
A printed copy of regulations purporting to be
regulations made under this section shall, if signed
by a Secretary to such Government, _be .evldence
of such regulations for the purposes of this Act.
13. Any woman tegistered under this Act
i 1 E * shall, on being served with
notice: from such officer
as the Local Government
shall from time to time
appoint in this behalf,

Penalty fo permitting
unregistered prostitutes to
resort to brothels.

Proviso.

Local Government way
provide and certify Ios-
pitals.

Control of such Hos-
pitals.

Regulations for manage-
ment of Hospitals.

Registered  prostitates
on receiving notice to go
to ITospital.

" proceed to the certified Hospital named in such

notice and place herself there for medical treat-

ment.

If after the notice is served on her, she neg-
lects or refuses to do so,
au officer of Police shull
apprehend her aud convey

Penalty for. neglect or
refusal,

. her with- all practicable speed to that Hospital,

and place lfer there for medical treatment,



14. Where any such woman affected with
contagious disease places
herself or is placed as
_ aforesaid in a certified
Hospital for medical treatment, she shall be
detained theve for that purpose by the chief me-
dical officer of the Hospital until discharged by
him by writing under his hand.

Detention of prostitutes
under medical treatment.

15. If any woman authorized by the said chief
medical officer to be de-
tained in a certified Hos-
pital for medical treat-
ment, quits the Flospital without being discharged
therefrom by the chief medical officer thereof, by
writing under hic hand (the proof whereof shall lie
on the accused), or

Penalty  for leaving
Iospital before discharge.

If any woman authorized by this Act to be de-
tained in a certified Fos-
pital for medical treatment,
or any woman lieing ina
certified Hospital under medical treatment for a
contagious disease, refuses or wilfully neglects
while in the Hospital to conform to the regulations
thereof approved uader this Act,

Penalty for disobeying
regulutions of Hospital.

thea and in every such case such woman shall be
punished with imprisonment, in the case of a first
offence for any term not exceeding one month, and
in the case of a second or any subsequent offence,
for any term not exceeding three months; and in
case she quits the Hospital without being discharged
as aforesaid, she may be taken into custody with-
out warrant by any officer of police.

On the expiration of her term of imprisonment
under this section, such woman shall be sent back
from the prison to the certified Hospital, and shall
be detained there unless the medical officer of the
mison at the time of her discharge from impri-
sonment certifies in writing that she is free from
contagious disease (the proof of which certificate
‘shall lie on her). "

Qut-door Treatment of Prostitutes.

It shall be lawful for the Local Government
to make rules for the pe-
riodical examination and
medical treatment of any
woman registered under
this Act and not required to proceed to a certified
Hospital, and to empower such Sargeons or other
persons as it shall from time to time appoint, to
prescribe, by order to be served on such woman,
the times and places at which she shall attend for
examination, and to subject herto examination
accordingly and, if necessary, to medical treatment.

16.

Power to make rules for
out-door treatment of regis-
tered women,

Every such woman wilfully disobeying or failing
to comply with any such rule or order, shall be
punished with imprisoument for a term which may
extend to fourteen days, or with fine notexceeding
filty rupees, or with both.

Segregation of Proslitutes.

It shall be lawful for such officer as the
Local Government shull
from time to time appoint
in this behalf, to cause a
notice to be served on any
common prostitute, requiring her after an interval
of nut less thau seven days to be meuntioned in the
notice to reside or not to reside in any street or
place therein specified.

17.
Penalty for residing in

strect or place after pro-
hibition.
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Any common prostitute on whom such notice shall
have been served disobeying the requisition therein
contained shall be liable to imprisonment, in the
case of a first offence for any term not exceeding
one month, and in the case of a second or any
subsequent offence, for any term mnot exceeding
three months.

Removal from Regisiry.

18 It shall be lawful for the Local Government

to lay down rules cousis-

Removal of mame from 4o, “(ih this Act, pré-
Registry. v

scribing a procedure in
accordance with which any woman registered under
this Act, and ceasing to be a common prostitute
may have hername cancelled in the book meutioned
in section d.
Miscellaneous.
19. In any proceeding under this Act, any
oy . notice, order, certilicate,
Presumptlon as to sig- COPV Ot‘ l‘egulalions, or
a7 other instrument purport-
ing to be signed by any person in the service of
Government, or by any person whom the Local
Government shall have, in exercise of the powers
conferred on it by this Act, appointed to sign such
instrunient, shall on production be received 1u
evidence and shall be presumed to have been duly
signed by the person and in the character by
whom and in which it-purports to be signed, until
the contrary is shown.

20. Every noticeand order required by this Act
to be served on a woman
shall be served by delivery
thercof either to her personally or to some person
for her at her usual place of abode.

Service of notice.

21.  Any suit against any person for any thing
done in pursuance of this
Act shall be commenced

within three months after the thing done, and not
otherwise.

Limitation of suits.

Notice in writing of every such suit and of the
cause thereof shall be given to the intended defend-

ant one month at least before the commencement of
the suit.

The plaintiff shall not recover if tender of suffi-
cient amends is made before suit, or ifa sufficient
sum of money is paid into Court after suit brought
by or on behalf of the defendant.

StaTement oF OBJECTS AND Ruasons.

The object of this Billis to diminish, and if pos-
sible to extirpate, venereal disease in Indian sea-
ports.

The proposed Act will be introduced by the Local
Governments with the previous sanction of the
Governor General in Council. .

The occupation of a-common prostitute will be
punishable uuless followed by women registered
under the Act. The Local Government isempower-
ed to establish the necessary registry ofhices, and
to f.urms.h registered women with evidence of their
registration.

Power is also given to make rules as to the
examination ol registered women aud as to reports
by persons appoiuted to inspect them, and a penalty

s provided for breach of such rules by u female
!nspector,
i
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Any keeper of a brothel allowing it to be fre-
quented by unregistered prostitutes will also be
punished. !

Any registered woman on receiving notice from
the proper officer, will be compellable to betake
herself to a hospital set apart for the reception of
prostitutes. The Local Government is empowered
to make and enforce rules as to the discipline to be
observed in such hospitals, and as to the mode of
cure to be followed by any registered woman not
compelled to resort thither, ° .

Provision is also made for confining prostitutes

to “particular parts of the town in which they
practise their calling ; and the Local Government
may prescribe formalities on compliance with which
any woman ceasing to be a prostitute may have
her name removed from the register.

(Signed) D. S. Mainz,
The 1st April 1868.

WHITLEY STOKES, 4

Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Home Dept. (Legislative).

T
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The following Bill was introduced into the Coun-
cil of the Governor General of India for the purpose
of making Laws and Regulations, on the 20th
March 1868, and was referred to a Select Com-
mittee with instructions to make their report there-
on in a week. :

Bill No. 8 of 1868.
A Bill to empower the Governor General of
India in Council to suspend the operation of section
17 of Act No. X1I. of 1841.

1. It shall be lawful for the Governor General
of India in Council, by
notification in the Gazetle
of India, to suspend in
any military cantonment beyond the limits of Bri-
tish India the operation of section seventeen of
Act No. XI. of 1841 (for consolidating and amend-
ing the Regulations concerning Military Courls of
Requests for Native officers and soldiers in the ser-
vice of Lthe East India Company ) from such day as
shall be specified in the said notification until fur-
ther notice, or to such other day as shall be speci-
fied in such notification.

Power to suspend Act
No. XI. of 1841, section 17.

StaTeEMENT or OBpircrs AND REAsoxs.

The object of this Bill is to improve the admin-
istration of civil justice in military cantonments

beyond the frontier of British India. In suchcan-
tonments, demands exceeding the jurisdiction of
Courts of Small Causes are, under Act No, X1I. of
1841, section 17, cognizable only by Military
Courts of Requests. These Couits are not well
fitted to {ry cases involving very large amounts,
such as are often litigated in cantonments like Se-
cundrabad ; and though the section last-mentioned
gives an appeal to the nearest [ligh Court, there
are obvious difficultics in the prosecution of an
appeal to such Court from a Court not in British |
India, and not exclusively resorted to by British
subjects. Undevthese circumstances, the Resident.
or Representative of the Government of India in
more than one Native State has, with the consent.
of the Native Chief, established a system of justice
analogous to that prevailing in British India.
The legality of this procedure has, however,
been doubted, as it conflicts with the provisions of
Act No. XI. of 1841, which a servant of Govern-
ment is bound to observe., The present Bill,
therefore, proposes to enable the Governor Gene-
ral in Council to suspend that section.

(Signed) H. 8. Maixe.
The 28th February 1868.

WuirLey Stoxes,
Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Home Dept. (Lgislative).
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