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 PART VI A

BILLS OF THE GOVERNWMENT OF

HOME DEPARTMENT (Legislative).

"The following Bill was introduced into the Council
of the Governor General of India for the purpose of
making Laws and Regulations on the 17th January
1868 :—

No. 4 of 1868.

PANJA’B TENANCY BILL.
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A Bill to define and amend the law reluting to the
tenancy of land in the Panjab.

WnEREAs it is expedient to define and amend the
Jaw relating to .certain
matters connected with
the tenancy of land in the Panjdb; It is hereby
enacted as follows :—

PART I.

PRELIMINARY.

Preamble.

1. This Act may be called * The Panjab
Short title: Tenancy Act.”
2, Nothing contained in this Act shall affect
the operation of any
apreement entered into
beween a land-owner and
a tenant or of any decree
of court under which a tenant holds.
3. Inthis Act, unless there be something
repugnant in the subject
or context—
“Land-owners” means any person entitled to
b » receive rent, but does not
rowner. include the'Govemment,
in cases where the Government is entitled only to
the Jand-revnue, nor any mere assignee of land-
revenue ;
¢ Tenant” means any occupant cf land liable
“ » to pay rent therefor, who
e dote mot, st (e, date of
the passing of this Act, possess both a heritable

Saving of apreements
hetween landowners and
tenants, and of decrees,

Interpretation clause.

and a transferalile interest in such land, and in-
cludes the person from whom the land may have
been inlerited, or otherwise legally acquired ;
“ Rent” means whateveF ilS payable on account
' of the use or occupation
Pt of land ; %
nieons land subject to a settlement,
whether regulur or sum-
mary, of land-revenue ;
“Settlement Officer” means any officer em-
ployed in making or revis-
ing a regular settlement of
land revenue.

“Land”

“Land.”

¢ Settlement Officer.”

PART I:.
Ricuts or Occurancy.

4. Every tenant who has at any time possessed

Tenant who has lost Proprietary rights in laud
proprictary rights other- continuously occupied by
wise than™ by forfeiture to  him, and who has lost
Government. those rights otherwise
than by forfeiture to Government, shall be deemed
to have a right of occupancy in such land.

5. Every tenant whose name appears in the
records of a regular settle-
ment sanctioned by the
has occupicd continuously Local Government prior
for certain period. to the passing of this Act,
as having a right of occupancy in land which he
has continuously occupied from the date of entering
his name in such settlement, or who, if no such
settlement has been made, shall have occupied the
land continuously for a term commeuncing not less
than twelve years prior to the first day of April
1849, shall, unless and ontil the contrary be
proved, be presumed to have a right of occupancy
in the land so occupiced.

The land-owner may rebut the said presumption
by showing—

(I.)—That the entry in the said records was
made in violation of the rules laid down by the
settlement officer, as set forth in the official report
or the records of the settlement ; or

(2)—That the tenant has voluntaiily admitted
before any setilement officer, or before any officer
authorized to attest mutation of entries in the
village record, that he is a tenant-at-will ; or

(3.)—That within the thirty years immediately
before the institution of a suit relating to the right
of occupancy, other tenants of the same class and
holding uuder similar circumstances in tl.e same or
in adjacent villages (excepting tenants specified in
section three), have ordinarily been ejected from
their holdings at the will of the land-owner; or

(4.)—That on any other grounds which may
satisfv a Civil Court, the tenant is only a tenant-
at will, :

Ezplanation.—If the tenant shall have volun-
tarily exchanged the land, or any portion of the
land, formerly occupied by him, for other land be-
longing to the same land-owner, the land taken in
exchange shall, for the purposes of this Act, be
held to be subject to the same right of occupancy
as the land given in exchange would have been
subject to if the exchange had not taken place.

6. Any tenant who at a regular settlement sanc-

When tenantsuot record-  tioned by the Local Go-
ed as having right of oc- vernment priov to the

Tenant whose name is in
settlement records, or who
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cupancy shall have same  passing of this Act was
rights usother tenants, not recorded ashaving a
a3 1ight of occupancy, shall,
if in the opinion of the Court there is reason for
helieving that he would have been so recorded if
hehad preferred his claim at the settlement have the
same rights and be subject to the same liabilities
as other tenants who were recorded in the same
settlement as having rights of occupancy.
7. No tenant-at-will shall
No right of occupancy ac- b.e deemed to acquLea
quired by mere lapse of Tightof occupancy by mere
time. lapse of time.

PART III.
OF REeNT.
l.—Enkancement.

8. Lvery tenant having a right of occupancy
shall be liable to have his
rent enhanced; but the
rent of no such tenant
shall be enhanced otherwise than in execution of
a decree of Court mmde in accordance with the
following provisions, (that is to say) :—-

(1.)—In no case shall the rent payable by the
tenant, be more than eighty-five per cent. of the
average annual net produce which, in the opinion
of the Court, the land is capable of yielding
during a period of five years from the date of
suit ; and

(2.)—The rent payable by the tenant shall not
exceed seventy-five per cent. of such net produce,
if before the institution of a suit for enhancement
or the regular settlement he did not pay rent at
any higher rate than that of the land.revenue.

Lixzplanation.—These rates are laid down ou the
assumption that the land-revenue and all extra
cesses, such as Road Fund, Lumberdars’ fees,
Patwaris’ fees, School Fund, district dik cess, and
the like, are payable by the land-owner. If the
land-revenue or any of the said cesses is payable
by the tenant, the rate to which his rent may be
enhanced shall be reduced by the amount so pay-
able.

9. After a decree shall have been passed in ac-
cordance with section
cicht, no suit shall lie for
re-enhancement of the rent until the expiration of
five years from the date of such decree, unjess—

(10—A ceneral revision of settlement shall
have taken place in the meantime; or

(2.)—The quantity of land held by the tenaut
shall Le ascertained to be groater than the quantity
for which he has paid rent previously to the insti-
tut’on of the suit; or

(3.)—The productive power of the land shall
siave been increased by impiovements of the de-
scription mentioned in section thirty-three effected
at the sole expense of the land-owner.

Linbility to enhancement
of rent.

Suit for re-enhancement.

2.—Rent payable by Tenant-at-will.

10. Every tenant-at-will shall pay such rent

Reat payable by tcnant- 85 WAy be agreed upon
at-will, between him and the
: land-owner ; or, if no
such agreement has been made, such rent as was
payable for the land in the last preceding year-

3.—Abatement of Rent.

1. Every tenant haviog a right of occupancy

Grounds of right to shall be entitled to claim
abatement. abatement of theé rent pre-
viously paid by him on either of the following
grounds, and oun no others :—

(1).—That the area of the land has been dimi-
nished by diluvion or otherwise, ov proved to be
less then the quantity for which rent has been
previously paidc‘)y him; or

(2)-—That the productive powers of the land
have been decreased by any cause beyond the
control of the tenant.

4.—Remission of Rent.

12. Notwithstanding anything contained in
section ten or section
eleven, it shall be lawful
for the Court,in making
a decree for an arrear of rent, to allow such remis-
sion from the rent payable by any tenant as may
appear equitable, if the area of the land in the
occupation of such tenant be diminished by dilu-
vion or otherwise, o if the produce of such land
has been diminished by drought or hail, or othec
calamity beyond the control of the tenant, to such
an extent that the full amount of rent payable by
such tenant cannot, in the opinion of the Court,
be equitably decrced.

5.—Rent in Kind.

13. No commutation of rent in kind into rent
in money shall take place
without the consent of the
land-owuer ;aud no com-
mutation of rent in money into rent in kind shall
take place without the cons@yt of both the land-
owner and the tenant.

14. Whenever rent is taken by division of the

Division and appraisc- l”'o_‘l uce in kind, mok by
ment of produce taken for estimate or appraisement
rent. of the standing crop, or
other procedure of a similar nature, requiring the
presence of the person entitled to the rent and of
the cultivator either personally or by their recoguis-
ed agents, if either party shull neglect tobe present
at the proper period, ov if a dispute shall arise
between the parties regarding such division, esti-
mate or appraisement, either party may present an
application to the Court requesting that a suitable
person be deputed to make the division, estimate
or appraisement. ;

156. On receiving such application the Court
Procedure in case of shall issue a written notice
dispute. to the other patty requir-
ing him to attend onthe date and at the place
specified in the notice, and shall depute a suit-
able persou before whom the division, estimate or
appraisement shall be made. The award of such
person in respect of the division, estimate or
appraisement shall be final, unless within three
maonths from the date thereof either party shall
institute a suit in the Civil Courts to set it aside.

PART LV.
Or EszcTMENT, ABANDONMENT, RELINQUISHMENT,
SUB-LEASES.
Ljectments

. 16. Subject to the provisions contained insec-
tions sixteen, seventeen,
and eighteen, every ten-
ant-at-will shall be liable

When Court may allow
remission from rent.

Commutation of rent
in kind.

Ejectment of tenants-at-
will and tenants hzuving
xight of occupancy.



to be cjected from the land ‘in his occupancy,
and every tenant having a right of occupancy,
from whom ate arrear of rent is due, shall be liable
to be ejected from the land in respect of which the
arrear 1s due.

17. No tenant-at-will from whom no arrear of

Tenant-at-will notlinble  rvent is due shall'be ejected
to ejectment  without  from the land in' his oc-
notice. cupancy, unless he' shall
have received notice of the land-owner’s ntention
10 eject him, and such notice shall have been
1ecorded by the Patwiund, or a written notice put
up in some conspicuous place in the village “in
which the land is situate, at the time fixed in the
village administration paper for such notices to be
given, if or no such time he so fixed, on or before
the first day of May in any year after the passing
ol this Act.

18. No tenant having a right of occupancy
shall be ejected otherwise
than in execution of a
decree for ejectment, and
such decree shall not be made unless at the date
of' the decree, a decree against such tenant {or an
arrear of rent in respect of the land from which
the land-owner desires to- eject him shall have
remained unsatisfied for fifteen days or upwards.

19. Not tenant shall, whether in execution of
a decree or othevwise be
¢jected from the land
occupied by him except at such time as may have
Lieen fixed in that Lehalfin the village adminis-
tration paper; or, if no such time has been- fixed,
except between the first day of May and the fif-
teenth day of June® any year after the passing
of this Act: Provided that, if, while lis rent is in
arrvear, he has failed to cultivate the land for which
the arvear is due, in accordance with the terms on
which he holds it, he may be ejected therefrom at
uny time.

20.  Any (enant ¢jected in accordance with the

Compensation to ¢jected p{ow:lo“s of this Act,
fenant for growing crops.  Shall be eutitled to receive

from the land-owner the
value of any growing crops or other ungatherced
products of the earth belonging to such tenant and
being on the land at the time of such ¢jectment.

2]. If a tenant having a right of occupancy

A be ejected in accordance

|\nurz-(;'s:1nocjct-lt‘n;xn|:uff T \Vi(h_ the provisions of

section seventeen from

the land in which he possesses such 1ight, he shall
lose his right of occupancy in such land.

22, If atenant haying a right of occupancy

abandon the land in his
occupancy, he shall lose
his right of occupancy in
such land,

Omission both to cultivate and to pay rent or
to make provision for both
cultivation on payment of
rent for twelve months, shall be held to be aban-
donment within the meaning of this section,,

Ejectment of tenant hav-
ing a right of occupancy.

Time of ejectment.

Loss of right of oceu-
pancy on abandonment.

Abandonment, what.

Relinguislment.

23. Every tenant shall continue lLiable for!the
rent of the land occupied
by him, unless at the time
fixed in that behalf in the

. Relinguishment of land
by tenant,
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village administration paper, or, if no S?('i}ll tlnillc1
be fixed, on or before t!le h(l_ecnt_h day of]x a)"h.‘“
any year alter the passing of l.hlS' Af:l: e s 41
aive notice to the land-owner of his intention to
?elinquish such land, or' unless such land shall
have been let to any: other. person by the land-
owuer,
Sub-leases.
5
24, ' Any tenant having a right of occupm‘m‘y
may sub-let, or otherwise

L s temporarily provide i?r.thc,f\
cultivation of his land, whenever forsany sufficient
reason he is unable to cultivate it himselfs
Provided that ~the tenant shall lose hi's
right of occupancy, if it
appear that, fora period
of more thaa three years,
neither the tenant nor his
heir has received any portion of the produce of

the land.

25,

Loss of right of occu-
paney by non-receipt of pro-
duce.

PART. V.
OF CERTAIN DISABILITIES WIHICH MAY BE REMOVED
DY PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION.

25. Any land-owner proving to the satisfaction
of the Court that the
quantity of land in his
possession is insufficient
for the support of himself

: and his houschold, may,
on payment of the market value of the land, be
entitled to require a swrender of as much of the
land of any tenant having ‘a right of occu-
pancy subordinate to him (the land-owner) as
shall, when added to the land already in the
land-owner’s possession, be suflicient in the opinion
of the Court for the support of himself and his
houschold : Provided that, at the ‘optionof the
tenant, the land-owner shull be required to take at
the market-value either such additional quantity
only, or the whole of the land occupied by the
tenant.

27.  Any tenant having a right of occupancy
in any land, and having
an heir entitled to succeed
to such land, shall have
power, subject to any restrictions imposed on the
disposition of immoveable property generally by
law oy local usage, to alienate his tenure on “pay-
ment to the land-owner of a sum of ten per cent.
Land-owner’s right of o,f the mnrl'cet-vnlue; Dios
vided that in every such
case the tenure shall be
offered for sale in the first instance to the land-
owner at the market-value less ‘ten per centum,
and shall not be sold to any other person unless
the land-owner shall for the space of one month
refuse or neglect to complete the purchase.

Every person to whom a tenure shall be alienaty
ed under this section,
shall be deemed to have
the same rights and to be subject to the same
liabilities as the tenant making the alienation.

28.  Any tenant having a right of occupancy
: but disentitled ta plant or
cut” down, remove and
dispose of trees or timber
planted by himself or of spontaneous growth, on
the land in his occupation, shall, on tenderiné to

Right of land-owner. to
resume possession of leased
land required for his own
cultivation.

Right of tenant to alicn-
ate tenure,

pre-emption.

Right of tenant’s alience.

Removal of disability to
plant or ent trees.
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the land-owner such compensation as the Court
shall think reasonable, become entitled to plant
and cut down, remove and dispose of any such
trees or timber as aforesaid. Provided that no-
thing herein contained shall be deemed to authorize
the tenant to plant trees so as to diminish the
amount of rent which he may from time to time
be liable to pay in kind.

PART VI.
Or CompENsATION FOR TENANTS' [MPROVEMENTS.

29.

Rights as to improve=-
ments.

The land-owner may make improvements
on the land in the occupa-
tion of any tenant; andany
tenant may with the pre-
vious permission of the land-owner make improve-
ments on such land : Provided that the land-owner
shall be deemed to have given such permission in
every case where, being cognizant of the improve-
ments while they were being made, he did not
expressly prohibit them.

30.

Enforcement of tenant’s
right to require or make
improvements,

Auy tenant having a right of occupancy
may require the land-
owner cither to make the
improvements or to give
the tenant permission to
make them. If the land-owner refuse to make or
neglect to commence and within a reasonable time
to complete the improvements required of him, or
to give the tenant permission to wake them, the
tenant may, on satisfying the Court that such im-
provements or any of them are or is desirable,
obtain an order authorizing him to effect them or
it himself:

31,

Tenant’s right to com-
pensation for improvement.

If any tenant shall have made improve-
ments on the land -in his
occupation in accordance
with the conditions men-
tioned in sections twenty-nine and thirty, and if
the land-owner ejects or brings a suit to eject or
to enhance the rent of such tenant, ihe tenant
shall be entitled to compensation for the outluy,
in money or labour, or both, in making such im-
provements, which shall have been effected by him
within twenty years next before such ejectment or
the institution of such suit as aforesaid.

32.

Compensation how made,

Such compensation shall, in case the tenant
be ejected or the land-
owner suc Lo eject him, be
made by payment in money ; and in case
the land-owner sue to enhance the rent within
twenty years after the date of effecting any such
improvement, the Courtin making a decree in his
favour shall not take into consideration the increase
of the value of the land which may reasonably be
attributed to such improvement: Provided that,
in estimating the amount of the compensation, re-
gard shall be had to any benefit derived by the
tenant from his having been allowed to hold at a
rate of rent more {avourable than the rate at which
he otherwise would have held.

33. The word “improvements,” as used in sec-

<Tmprovements” defined. tions twenty-nine, thirty,

thirty-one and thirty-
two, means works by which the annual letine
value of the land has been, and, at the time of de-
manding compensation, continues to be, increased
and shall comprise— 2
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1st.—The construction of wells and of works
for the storage of water, for applying water for
irrigation, for drainage, and for protection against
floods ; the reclaiming and clearing of waste lands
and jungles ; and other works of a like nature ;

2ud.—The renewal ov re-construction of any of
the foregoing works, or such alterations therein or
additions thereto as are not vequired for main-

taining the same, and which increase durably their
value.

PART VII.

P ROCEDURE-

34.

Revenue Courts, what.

For the purposes of this Act, the Revenue
Courts shall be theseveral
Courts mentioned in sec-
tion four of the Panjib Courts’ Act, 1865, holding
sittings on the revenue side, other than Courts of
Small Causes; but instead of the Chief Court of
the Panjib, the final Court of appeal shall be the
Court. of the Financial Commissioner of the Panjéb.
The Court of the Settlement Officer shall also for
the purposes of this Act be deemed to be a Reyenue
Court.  All the provisiouns of the said Act and of
Act No. XXVII. of 1867 (to empower Depuly
Commissioners in the Central Provinces, the Panjab,
Quch and the Jhansi Division to distribute the
business in subvrdinate Courts) shall, so far as they
are applicable, apply to the Revenue Courts.

35. Claims under sections eight, nine, thirteen,

Revenue Courts to hear fOurteen, fifteen, twenty-
claims uuder certain see- siX, twenty-seven and
tions. twenty-eight shall, unless
otherwise provided for, be Beard in the Revenue
Courts. ‘The rules relatin’ to civil procedure for
the time being in force in the Panjib shall, so far
as they ave applicable, apply to all suits brought
before the Revenue Courts under this Act.

StarEMENT oF OBiECTS AND REASONS.

No Act at present exists to provide for the fix-
ing or enhancing of the rent of land in the Pan-
Jjib, or for dealing with the claims of tenants to
rvights  of occupancy and with other matters
relating to the tenuncy of land. Acts for these
purposes arein existence, which apply to Bengal
and the North-Western Provinces, and a Bill on
the same subject for the Province of Oudh has
recently been introduced in the Council. Anenact-
ment for the regulation of tliese matlers is no
less required for the Panjiab. Whatever appeared
applicable to the requirements of the Panjab, in
the North-West Provinces’ Acts (Nos. X. of 1859,
and X1V. of 1863) and the Oudh Bill, has been
adopted in the present draft, but other provisions
differing in some very material respects from the
provisions made for these Provinces, have been
introduced where they appear to be required by the
different circumstances of the Panjib. Perhaps
the most important point in which this Bill differs
from Act No. X. of 1859 is that, whereas by that
Act tenants who have cultivated for twelve years
are deemed to have rights of occupancy in the
land so cultivated, under this Bill mere length of
possession confers no rightof occupancy on the
tenant, but only creates a rebuttable presumption
of such a right, if he has been entered in the
settlement record as having right of occupancy,
or if he has occupied his land for a period of
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The following Bill was introduced into the
Council of the Governor General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
3rd January 1868, and was referred to a Select
Commiittee, with instructions to make their report
thereon in four weeks :—

Bill No. 1 of 1868.

A Bill to amend the law relating to appeals in the
Punjab and its dependencies-

WaEREAs it is expedient to amend the law
relating to appeals in the
Punjab and its dependen-
cies ; It is hereby enacted as follows:—

1. This Act may be
called “ The Punjab Ap-
peals’ Act 1868.”

9. This Act shall extend only to the Punjab
and its dependencies. It
shall come into operation
from the thirty-first day of March 1868, in regard
to allappeals preferred alter that day, and shall con-
tinue in force to the thirty-first day of March 1873.

3. The Chief Court of the Punjab may, when-
ever it sees fit, remove
and try any appeal falling
within the jurisdiction of
any Court subject to its superintendence.

4, Sections three hundred and thirty-three to
three hundred and thirty-
eight (both inclusive),
three hundred and forty
to three hundred and
fifty-seven (both inclu-
sive) three hundred and fifty-nine to three hundred
and sixty-six (both inclusive), and three hundred
and seveuty-two to three hundred and seventy-four
(both inclusive), of Act No. VIII. of 1859, and
sections twenty-five to thirty-seven (both inclusive)
of Act No. XXIII. of 1861, shall take effect in the
Punjab and its dependencies, subject to the additions
and provisoes hereinafter contained.

5. The sections of Act No. VIIL. of 1859
and Act No. XXIII. of
1861 mentioned in the last
preceding section, shall be
read as if for * Sudder
Court,” the words ¢ Chief Court” were substituted.

‘6. Except when otherwise expressly provided
in this or any other Act
for the time being in force,
an appeal shall lie from the
decrees of the Courts of
) original jurisdiction to the
Courts authorized to hear appeals from the decisions
of those Courts. If the
lower appellate Court
shall have reversed or modified the decree of the

Preamble.

Short title.

Extent of Act.

Power of Chicf Court
to remove appeals.

Parts of Act No. VIIL.
of 1889, and of Act No.
XXIIIL of 1861, to take
effect in Punjab.

“Chief Court” to be
read for “Sudder Court.”

Appeals from Courts of
original jurisdiction to su-
perior Courts.

Second appeals.
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Court of original jurisdiction upon any point other
than a preliminary point, a second appeal shall lie to
the Chief Court or the Court of the Commissioner,
ag the case may be.

7. Section three hundred and thirty-three of
Act No. VIIL of 1859 shall
; be read as if, after ¢ Dis-

three hundred and _thirty- . 7 1) .
three of Act No, VIII. of trict Court, the following
1859. words were inserted (that
is to say) “ within sixty

days, if the appeal be to a Divisional Court.”

Addition to  Secction

8. Section three hundred and forty-five cf
Act No. VIIL. of 1859
shall be read as if the
following proviso were
added thereto (thatis to
say) “ Provided that the *Appellate Court may, if it
sees fit, after fixing a time for hearing the appel-
lant or his pleader, confirm the decision of the
lower Court.”

Proviso to Section three
hundred and forty-five of
Act No. VIIL of 1859,

9. Section three hundred and seventy-two of
ActNo. VILL. of 1859shall
be read as if, after the
words “in regularappeal”
the following words were
added (that is to say),  or second regular appeal,
as the case may be.”

Addition to Section three
hundred and seventy-two
of Act No. VIIIL of 1859.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

The Code of Civil Procedure has, with the ex-
ception of the chapters on appeal and special
appeal, already been extended to the Punjab. It
s now proposed that these @papters also should be
extended to that Province, with some slight mo-
difications, required by its peculiar circumstances.
In order to prevent, however, this difference of pro-
cedure between the Punjab and the rest of the
empire being perpetuated, if it should not be re-
quired by the future circumstances of that Province,
it has been provided that this Act shall only con-
tinue in force five years. Theopportunity has been
taken of supplying what appears to be a elight
defect in the Punjab Chief Court Act,in that the
Chief Court, under that Act, has no power'to with-
draw appeals from subordinate Courts in order to
try the appeals itself.

(Signed) E. L. BRANDRETH.

CALCUTTA,
The 18th December 1867.

WHITLEY STOKES,

Asst. Secy to the Govt, of India,
Home' Dept. ( Legislative).
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The following Bill was introduced into the Coun-
cil of the Governor General of India for the JPur-
pose of making Laws and Regulations on the 10th
January 186, and was referred to a Select Com-
mittee with instructions to make their report there-
on in a week :—

Bill No. 2 of 1868.

A Bill to amend Act No. Il1. of 1861.

Wiereas Act No. 111. of 1861 (20 provide fur
the collection of duly” of
customs on pepper exporied
by sea from the British
port of Cochin) provides that a duty of fifteen
rupees per khandi shall be levied on all pepper
exported by sea from the British port of Cochin;
and whereas the Governments of Travancore and
Cochin have recently reduced the duty on pepper
exported (rom their ports from rupees fifteen to
rupees nine per khandi ; and whereas it is expe-
dient that the duty leviable under the said Act
should not exceed the raid reduced duty; Tt is
hereby enacted as follows :—

Preamble.

1. In lieu of the duty prescibed by the said
Act No. III. of 1861,
or Act No. XVII.of 1867
(to amend the Law relat-
ing to Customs’ Duties),
there shall be levied a duty not exceeding nine
rapees a khandi on all pepper exported by sea
from the said port of Cochin, and the Governor
of Fort St. George in Council may from time to
time determine the exact rate of duty to be levied
under this Act.

Duty leviable on pepper
exported by sea from Co-
chin.

2. This Act shall be rcad with and taken as
part of the said Act No,
I11. of 1861.

Actto be rend with Act
No. I of 1861,

StATEMENT OF OBJyrcrs AND REAsoNs,

Act No [1I. of 1861 was passed to assimiiate
the duty on pepper grown in the Native States
of Cochin"and I'ravancore, but exported from the
British port of Cochin, to that then levied on
pepper exported from the ports of (hose States.
The daty was accordingly fixed at rupees fifteen
per khandi.

The States of Cochin and Travancore have
reccently reduced from rupees fifteen to rupees
nine the duty on pepper exported from their own
ports.

The present Pill (which has been prepared at
the request of the Madras Government)according-
ly proposes to etfect a corresponding reduction in
the case of pepper exported from the British port
of Cochin. Provision has also been made for a
further reduction in case the Native States referred
to see fit to diminish the export duty now leviable
in their ports. The duty will continue to be paid
over to those States, minus the cost of ¢ollection,

(Signed) W. N. Massey.

CALCUTTA,
The 3rd January 1868.

WairLEY StokEs,
Asst. Secy. o the Govt. of India,

Home Dept. (Legislative)
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BILLS—77 b

“ "The following Bill was introduced into the Coun-

cil of the Governor General of India for the purpose
of making Laws and Regulations on. the 10th
January 1868, and was referred to a Select Com-
mittee with instructions to make their report there-
on in four weeks :—

Bill No. 3 of 1868.

THE MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS’ (N. W.P.)
ACT.

CONTENTS.
PART I.
PRELIMINARY.
Section.
1. Short title.
2. Interpretation clause.
3. Power to extend Act. "
4. Power to define limits of places to which Act
extends,

5. Existing’ Committees to be deemed Committees
under this Act,

——

PART II.
ArroiNTMENT OF MuniciraL COMMITTEES-

6. Committees appointed by Lieutenant Governor
or election,
Removal of members.
Lz officio members. :
Appointment of president and vice-president.
Notification of appointments.

—9
PART III.

Orrict: AND MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES:

Committee to have an office.
at least once n month.
Vating.
Publication of proceedings.
Secretary. :
8. Presidency at meetings.
Casting-vote.
Quorum.
9. Commissioner of Division may attend meetings,
inspect accounts and call for information.

~1

Meetings to be

PART 1V.

PowEenrs or COMMITTEES.

10. Power to make asssesments and levy taxes.
11. Rules for confirmation and collection of taxes.
12. No rate invalid for defect of form.

Borrowing on Debenlures.

13. Power to borrow on debenture.
14. Payment of principal.

15, Payment of interest.

16. Debentures transterable by endorseracut and
" delivery.
17. DPower to raise money for repayment of principal.

18. Form of debenture.
19. Orders authorizing Committees to borrow on
debentures,




Seclion.
- 20.

Ruies and By-laws-
Power of Committees to make rules.

21. Enforcement of rules and regulations.
29, Power to make by-laws as to nuisances, and
registration of births, marriages, and deaths.
23. Power to prohibit obstructions, &c.
24. Power to remove nuisances, &c.
25. Confirmation of by-laws.
Publication of by-laws.
26. TPower to acquire land.
Power to sell.
Receipts.
27. Limitation and suspension of powers of Com-
mittee.

. PART V.
Ricuts, DuTies, AND LiasiLities or CoMMITIEES.
Municipal Fund.

28. Municipal fund.
*29. Custody and disbursemeut of municipal fund.
30. Dauties of Committees.
Contracts.
Municipal Police.
31. Provision for Police.
2, Act V. of 1861, section 34, to be in force.
33. Police to aid in carrying out orders regarding
niisances. .
Annual Reports.
34.  Annual reports and statements to be submitted.
Public Highways.
35. Right of Committee in public highways.
Land required for Public Purposes.
36, Land required for municipal purposes may be
taken up under Act No. VI. of 1857.
Suits by and against Commitices.
37. Suits by and agllinst Committes.
Members not personally linble for contracts
made by Commitice. :
Liability of members for breach of trust.
38. Notice previous to bringirg suit against Com-

mittee or its officers-
PART VI.
l’mNu;;ms'ANn Prosecutions, axp Recovery
o¥ RaTES.

39.  Penalty on member or servant of a Committee
being interested in contracts made with Com-
mitlee.

40.  Penalty for infringement of by-laws or rules,
or non-paynient of fines.

41.  Prosecutions.

42, Recovery of rates.

SCHEDULE.
Form of Debenture-

A Bill to make betler provision for le appoinl'-
ment of Municipal Commitices in the Novth-Western
Provinces, and for other purposes.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provi-
sion for the appointment
of Municipal Committees
in the North-Western Provinces of the Presidency
of Fort William, and for the police, conservancy,
and local improvements, and for education, and -
for the levying of rates and taxes, in the places to
which this ‘Act may be extended ; It is hereby
enacted as follows :—

Preamble.

PART i.

PRELIMINARY.

l. This Act may be called “ The Municipal
; A BT Improvements”  (North-
Short title. Western Provinces) Act.”

9 In this Act, unless there be something

repugnant in the subject

Interpretation clause. AT i—

“« Committee” means a Municipal Committee
: P
“« Committee.” appointed under the “pro-
ST visions of this.Act;
or towns

¢ Municipality” means any town
Act may

to which this

« Municipality.”
UnicipRsLy he extended;

Licutenant
the said

the
ol

¢ Licutenant Governor™ means
Governot

“Licutenant Governor.” .
Provinces.

3. The Licutenant Governor may extend this
Act or any of its sectios
or provisions, by notifica-
tion in the local official
Gazelle, to any town or towns in the territories
under his Government. ;

4.

Power to define limits of
places to which Act extends,

Power to extend Act.

For the purposes of this Act, the Licatenant
Governor may from time
to time, by notification in
the local efficial Gazette,
define the limits of any town, and may include
within the limits of such town any Railway-station,
village, building, or laud in the vicinity.

The Lieutenant Governor may from time to time,
by notification in the local official Gazette, declare
to be united for the purposes of this Act any two or
more towns, and may also declare by what name
the municipality so formed shall be designated.

5. All Municipal Committees hitherto appoint-
ed under the orders of the
Licutenant Governor,shall
be deemed Comuittees
under this Act, and Act
No. XXVI. of 1850 (to enable improvements to be
marle in towns) shall cease to have ellect in the towns
into which it has been introduced, except as to
any act done or liability ineurred under it: Pro-
vided that all rules made and taxes imposed under
it, which have been approved by the Lieutenant
Governor, shall colitinue 1 force and recoverable
as if they had been made and imposed under the
provisions of this Act.

Existing Commiitees to
he deemed Committees un-
der this Act.

PART Il. :
APPOINTMENT OF Mv.\'lci’.u, CoMNITTEES.

6. In any municipality to which this Act or
any part thereof shall have

Committecs appointed |, Lt

1 cen exte n a

by Licutenant Governovor = =~ ext l"d‘ d, the Lieu
cleetion. tenant  Governor s

. appoint or direct the g
pointment by election in such manner and for such
period as to him may seem fit, any number of the
nhabitants of such municipality, not less than eight
inthe caseofa municipality at the head-quarters of
a district, and not less than six in the case of a mu-
nicipality not at the head-quarters of a district, o
be members of a Commitlee for carrying out the
purpases of the Act. 5 i

(o
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I'he Licutenant Governor may, if ‘he see fit,
from time to time remove
any of the members of the
Committee, add to their

vacancies occurring among

Removal of members,

number, and fil] up
them.

Inaddition to the members appointed as afore-
said the persons respect-
ively filling for the time
being the offices rext
hereinalter mentioned, shall be ex officio members
of the Committee for every municipality in which
they exercise their offices, and to which this Act
shall have been extended—  °

Ez-officio members,

Magistrate of District............ )
Civil Surgeon . nicipality  at
Executive Bugineer ............ 7 Head Quarters
Tabsildar of Head Quarters’” Tabsil. J of a District ;

Tor a* Mu-

together with §uch plhcr n_ﬂicors as the Licutenant
Governor may from time to time appoint.

Magistrate of District ......
Civil Surgeon.. ...ovvun.

Tabhsildar of Pargana.. ....

For a Munici-

}pnlity not at Ilead

Quartersofa District;

together with such other officers as the Lieutenant
Governor may from time to time appoint.

Provided that the number of such ex-n ficio
members shall not be more than one-third of the
total number of the Committee.

"The Lieutenant Governor may also appoint the
president and vice-presi-
dent, or cither of them,
of any Comumittee, or
sanction the election by any Committee of one of
their members as president or us vice-president.

Appointment of president
and vice-president,

All appointments made under this section shall
be notified in the local

Notification of appoint- 2 i !
oflicial Gazette,

ments.

PART III.
Orrice aND MEETINGS oF CoOMMITTERS.

7. The Committce shall have an office,
where they shall meet for
the transaction of business
at least ouce in every
month, and as often af
other times as a meeting shall be summoned by
the president or vice-presidents

All questions which may come before them at
any meetings shall be
decided by a majority of
votes, and be recorded in a book kept for the
purpose, aud their pro-
ceedings shall be pub-
lished in some local Eng~
lish or vernacular newspaper, or in such other
manner as the Lieutenant Governor may direet.

Committee to have an
office. Meetings to be at
least once a wmounth.

Voting.

Publication of proceed-
ings.

The Committee may appoint one of the mem-
bers or any other person
to be their Secretary.

The president, or in his absence the vice-
president, shall take the
chair at every meeting of
the Committee. In the absence of both the pre-
sident and vice-president, the members present may
elect a chairman for the occasion.

Secretary.
a

0.

Presidency at meetings.

-

Jui cuse of equality of votes, the member pre-
siding shall have a casting

Casting vote. te)

Not less than one-third of the total number of
members shall form the
quorum necessary for the
transaction of business.

Quorum.

9. The Commissioner of the Division shall be

Commissioner of Division  entitled  to attend all
may attend meetings, in- meetingsof theCommittee,
spect accounts, andcall for  to have free access to all
AHOLINECHE records and accounts,
books, and other documents of the municipality,
and to make such suggestions for the consideration
of the Committee as he may deem fit, and the
Committee shall furnish him, so far as may be
practicable, with any information he may call for
connected with the duties entrusted to it.

All correspondence between the Committee and
the Local Government shall pass through the
Commissioner «f the Division,

PART 1V.
Powers or COMMITTEES,
10.

Power to make assess-
ments aud levy taxes.

The Committee may define the persons or
property within the muni-
cipality to be taxed for
the purposes of this Act,
the.amount or rate of the taxes to be imposed,
and if such taxes receive the sanction of the
Lieutenant Governor, but not otherwise, they
may impose them accordingly.

11.

Rules for confirmation
and colleetion of taxes.

It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant Go-
vernor from time to time
to Mpke rules as to the
persons by whom and the
manuer in which any assessment of taxes under
this Act shall be confirmed, and for the collection
of such taxes.

The Lieutenant Governor may from time to
time repeal, alter, or add to such rules.

No tax shall be collected until it shall have
heen confirmed by the persons and in the manner
heieinbelore referred to.

2. No rate on property made under this Act
=y shall be invalid for defect
dca.-:t ofl?:.:"m. of form, and it shall be
enough in any such rate
on property or any assessment of value for the
purpose of making such rate, if the property rated
or assessed shall be so described as to be generally
known, and it shall not be necessary to name the
owner or occupier thereof.

invalid  for

Borrowing on Debentures,

13. For raising money for the purpose of exe-
P Rh cuting works of a per-
dehepor, 10 MO O manent nature, any Com-

mittec may, from time
to time, with the previous sanction of theLieutenant
Governor, issue debentures under the hands of the
president and two other members of the Com-
wiltee, for such respective amounts and at such
rate or rates of interest, as the Lieutenant Go-
vernor may think fit. il




14, All such debentures shall be paid oft2.at

P . par at a time or times:to
phpsuciof _p""dp Al be mentioned in such de-

: bentures respectively.

15. The interest on all such debentures shall

be payable half-yearly, on

such days and at such

place as shall be mentioned therein.

Payment of interest.

16. All such debentures and all right to and

i (e in respect of the principal

by endorsement and Jo. monies secured thereby,

livery, and all interest due and

: accruing _thereon, shall be

transferable by the endorsement and delivery of
such debentures respectively. 3

17. Upon or for the repayment of any principal
Power fo raisc money 'TOMICS sccuycd.under "h?
for re-pnyment of principal. authority of this Act, o1
any part of such monies,
the Committee may, with such sanction as afore-
said, at any time raise by debentures all or any
part of the amount of principal money repaid or
to be repaid, and so from time time'as all or any
part of any principal money for the time being
secured under (his Act may require to be repaid ;
but the amount to be secured by new securities shall
not in any case exceed the principal money required
to be repaid.

All debentures to be issued under this Act, and
the principal monies and interest thereby secured,
shall be charged on and payable out of the muni-
cipal fund of the municipality for which the Com-~
mittee issuing such debentures shall have been
appointed.

18. Every su& debenture shall be in the form
; given in the Schedule to
this Act, or as near there-
toascircumstances permits

Torm of debenture.

19. Every order of the Lieutenant Governor
authorizing a Committee
to borrow money on de-.
benture, shull specify the
amount ol the loan, and
the work for the execution of which the loan is to

be raised, and shall be notified in the local official
Glazette.

Orders authorising Com-
mittees to borrow on de-
bentures.

Rules and By-laws.

20.  Every Committee may make rules, besides
the rules prescribed in
this Act, for regulating
g ; the time and place of
t}}el'r.meetlng, the conduct of their business, the
lelSlO!‘l of duties among the members of the
Committee, the salaries, appointmeut, suspension,
and removal of the officers and servauts of the
Committee, and other similar matters,

Power of Committecs to
make rules.

21, The Committee may appoint one or more
of their number to car

“?‘;2‘;‘:‘1':“3?;:. of rules oyt their resolutions, anﬁ
¢ X to enforce the rules and

regulations laid down under the provisions of this

Act for the protection of the public health, or

they may aplaoint a special officer or special
officers for such purposes.
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92. 1t shall be Jawful for any Committee to
make by-laws for defin-

Power to make by-laws ing, prohibiting, and re-
asto nuisances, and regis-  1noying nuisances which
tration of births, marriages, T l)ubli(: o mon
St deaths, nuisances under the Indian
Penal Code, orunder Act V. of ISQI (for the requ-
lation of Police), and for the securing of a proper
registration of births, marriages, and deaths, z}nd for
carrying out all or any of the purposes of this Act.

And such Committec may from time to time re-

peal, alter, or add to such by-laws.

23. Every Commitlee shall exercise within the

limits of the municipality

Power to prohibit ob- the powers conferred on a

struction, &e. Magistrate by sections

sixty-two and sixty-three of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

Every Committee may exercise the powers of .a

. Magistrate of a district as

Power to remove mui- (escribed in section three

sanices. ice , hundred and eight of the

Code of Criminal Procedure, for the removal of

nuisances, and in the exercise of such powers chall

follow the procedure prescribed in chapter XX. of
the same Code.

25. No by-law and no alteration or repeal of

Confirmation of by- or addition to, a by-law,
Iaws. shall have effect until the
same shall have been confirmed by the Lieutenant
Governor.

All by-laws made under this Act and all rules
made under section twen-
ty of this Act, and all
alterations and repeals of, and additions to, such
by-laws and rules shall be - published for such
length of time and in such manner as the Lieute-
nant Governor shall order.

Publication of by-laws.

26. Any Committee may agree with the owners
of any land for the pur-
chase thereof for the
purposes of this Act, and may take conveyances
of such land in the names of the president and any
two members ofthe Com-
mittee; and may sell any
portion of such land which is not required for the
purposes aforesaid, upon such terms und under
such conditions as the Committee shall think fit.

Power to acquiire laud.

Power to sell.

‘The veceipt of the president and any two
members of the Cowm-
mittee for any wonies
paid to them upon any sucht sale shall “effectually
discharge the persons paying the same therefrom,
or from being concerned to see to the application
thereof, or being accountable for the non-applica-
tion or misapplication thereof; and the proceeds
of any such sale shull be applicd for the purposes
of this Act. e

Reeeipts.

27. The Lienlenant Governor may by order
Limitation and suspen- suspend or limitall or any
sion of powers of Com- of the powers of the
wittee. Comnmittee, and may also
cancel any of the proceedings or rules of any
Committee. ' y
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PART V.

Rieuts, DuTies, AND LiapiLiTies or CoMauTTEES.

Municipal Fund.

28.  All sums reccived by the Commitlee of
any municipality to which
this Act extends, and all
fines levied under this Act, and all receipts from
property entrusted to and managed by the Com-
mittee, shall constitute a fund which shall be called
the Municipal Fund of such municipality, and shall,
together with all property which may became vest-
ed in such Committee, be under their control, and
shall. be applied by them as Trustees for the pur-
poses of this Act.

Municipal fund.

29. The funds of every Committee shall be

: kept in the Government

Custody and disburse-  Preqsury of the District

ment of municipal fund. . . 2

; or in the Baunk (if any) to

which the Government Treasury business shall

have been made over. And no disbursement of

such funds or any part thereof shall be made

except under the signature of the President, or
Secretary, or two Commissioners.

30. LEvery Committec, so far as the municipal
fund at their disposal will
permit, shall, after provid-
ing out of such fund for
a police establishment in the mauner hereinafter
mentioned, keep the public strects, roads, drains,
tanks, and watercourses of the municipality for
which they are appointed, clean and in repair, and
may cause such streels and roads or any .of
them to be watered and lighted ;

Duties of Committees.

and may construct aud provide for the manage-
ment of poor-houses, dispensaries, market-places,
and other works of general ulility ;

And gezerally may do all acts and things neces-
sary for the purposes of conservancy and local
improvement, and may also make provision, by
the establishment of new schools or the aiding of
already existing schools or otherwise, for the pro-
motion of education in the municipality for which
such Committee is appointed.

Lvery contract made on behalf of any Com-
mittee in respect of any
sum exceeding rupees
twenty, or in respect of any jproperty exceeding
rupees twenty in value, shull be in writing, and shall
be sianed by the president und at least two mem-
bers of the Committee, of whom one shall be an
cx-officio member, and, unless so executed, shall
not be binding on the Commiltee.

Contracts.

s 5 ;
Municipal Police.
31. Every Committee shall provide in the first
place from its funds for
the maintenance of the
police establishment in the municipality. The mu-
nicipal police shall be appointed under such Act of
the Governor General in Council as may be appli=
cable to the municipality, and their number shall
be fixed by the Committee in consultation with
the Inspector General of Police, subject to the
final decision of the Lieutenant Governor:
GOVT. OF INDIA BILLS—77 C

Provision for Police.

Provided that such npmber shall not exceed the
proportion of one man to thirty houses, unless at
the special desire of the Committee. ° ’

32. The provisions of section thirty~four of Act
\ 7
Act V. of 1861, section No. ‘: of 1891 ? (for ”‘l;
thirty-four, to be in force. 7“'.’/'_'1‘1“0"' ofl olice) Sha_
s be in force in every muni-
cipality for which a Commiittee is appointed under
this Act.

83. The municipal police in any muunicipality
to which this Act shall
have been extended shali
be bound fo carry out the
orders issued by the Com-
mittee for the prohibition and prevention of public
nuisances, or nuisances defined to be such by any
by-law made under section twenty-two of this
Act.

Police to aid in carrying
out orders regarding nui-
sances.

Annual Reports

34. Tvery Committee shall annually, or of-
tener if directed by the
Licutenant Governor to
do so, submit statements
of their receipts onaccount of and disbursements
from the municipal fund, and also reports of all
works executed or proceedings tuken by them
under the authority of this Act.  The Comnmittee
shall also submit, at such time and in such form
as may be directed by the Lieutenant Governor,
an estimate of their probable receipts for the finan-
cial year next following, with proposals for their
expenditures a s

Pullic Highways.

Annual reports and state-
ments to be submitted.

35.  All public highways in any municipality
in which this Act is in
force, not specially re.
served by Government,
together with all erections thereon and all mate-
1ials thereof, shall be vested in and belong to the
Committce.

Right of Committee in
public highways.

Land required for Public purposes.

36. When any land within the limits of any
_ I . municipality to which
, Land required for murln- this Act is extended mav
el purtoss w1 e vequird for  the con-
VI, of 1857. struction or improzement
of a highway, for tie
promotion of the healthiness of the neighboarhood,
or for any other public purpose, if the Comuiittee
cannot agree with the owner fov the purchase
thereof, the Lieutenant Governor, on the recom-
mendation of the Committee, may notify in the
local official Gazette that such land is required
under the provisions of Act No. VI. of 1857 (fim
the acquisition of land for public purposes), and on
payment by the Committee of the compensation
awarded under such Act, the Jand shall vest in
them for the purposes of this Act.

Suits by and against Committees.

37. Every Committee shall sue and be sued
Suits by and against iD the name of their presi-
Committees. dent,
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No momber of a Committee shall be personally

liable for any contracts

Members not personally  made or expenseincurred
l'mbl‘e for_contracts made by o @ Dl @b e
b1 Committco- Committee, but the funds
from time 1o time in the hauds of the
Committee shall be liable for and chargeable with
all contracts made in the manner hereinbeflore
provided.

Lvery member of a Committee shall be liable
X for any mis-application of
money entrusted to the
Committee to which he
shall have been a party, or which shall happen
through or be facilitated by the neglect ofhis duty,
and lie shall be liable to be sued for the same in
such Court as the Licutenant Governor shall direct,
as for money due to Government.

38. No suit shall be brought against a Com-
mittee or any of their offi-
cers, or any person acting
under their direction, for
anything done under this
Act, until the expiration of one month next after
notice in writing shall have been delivered or left
at the office of the Committee, or at the place of
abode of such person, stating the cause of suit and
the name and place of abode of the intended
plaintiff, and unless such notice be proved, the
Court shall find for the defendant. Every such suit
shall be commenced within three months next after
the accrual of the cause of the suit, aad not after-
wards. And if uny person to whom any such
notice of suit is given, shall, before suit is brought,
tender sufficient amen&!.‘s to the plaintiff, such plain-
Gl shall not recover.

Linbility of members for
breach of trust,

Notice previous ta bring-
ing swit against Committee
orits officers,

PART VI.
PENALTIES AND PROSECUTIONS, AND RECOVERY
oF RATEs.

39. No member of a Committee or servantof a

Penalty on member or Committee shall be in-
servant of a Committec he-  terested  directly or in-
mg iuterested in contracts  directly in uny contract
made with Comumittee. made with the Committee,
aud if any such person be so interested, he shall
therehy become incapable of continuing in office
orin employment as such member or servant, and
shall be liable to a fine of rupees five hundred.

Provided always that no person shall be dis-
qualified from acting as a member or servant of
a Committee by reason that he holds debentures
issued by the Con:mittee under section thirteen of
this Act for money lent, nor by being a share-
holder in or member of any incorporated or
yegulated Company by reason of any contract
entered into between such Company and the
Committee. Nevertheless it shall not be lawful
for such shareholder or member to act as a
member of the Committee in any matter relating
to any contract entered into between the Com-
mittee and such Company.

- 40. Whoever infringes auy rule made under
e section twenty of this Act,

Penixlty for m{"“gcmenf or any by-law made and
‘:f“',"-:'l’e::‘;f"é;’;""’ OFRBS - confirmed as directed in
ey this Act, shall be liable
to a fine not exceeding rupees fifty, and in the case
of a continuing iufringement, to a fine not exceed-
ing rupees five for every day alter notice from

the Committee of such infringement.

In default of payment of any fine imposed under
this section, the defaulter shall be liable to be
imprisoned for a term not exceeding eight days.

. 4]. Prosecutions under this Act for infringe-
ments of rules, or by-
laws, may be instituted
before any Magistrate by the ('Jomn.ﬁlte(': or any
person authorized by the Committee in this behall.

Prosccutions.

42, All rates and arrears of rates imposed
’ under this Act may be
recovered as if they were
fines; in the manner prescribed in section sixty-one
of the Criminal Procedure Code.

Recovery of rates.

SCHEDULE.
Fory or D EBENTURE(referred to in section eighteen.)

The Municipal Committee of
Tle 18
No.

By virtue of Act of (the
Municipal- Improvements” N. W. P. Act), we, the
Municipal Committee of ,in consider-
ation of the sum-of rupees paid to us
by A. B, of promise to pay to the said

A. B. or order the said sum of
rupees after the date hereof, together
with interest thereon at the rate of per
cent. per annum, payable half-ycarly on. the

day of and the

day of

(Signature of president and two members
of the Committee.)

STATEMENT oF OBJEcTs AND REAsONs.

The existing Municipal Act has by experience
heen found, in the North-Western. Provinces, to
be defective in several points.

It has been found ineonvenient that the intro-
duction of the Act into any town should be con-
tingent on the submission of an application from
the inhabitants. The necessity of improving the
sanitary condition of towns, and the duty of pro-
viding for that object by the raisivg of sufficient
funds, are as yet imperfectly recognized by the
people, who are therefore sometimes slow to move
for the introduction of the Act. At the same
time, where Committees under the Act have been
appointed mach.assistance has been received from
the members both in carrying out improvements
and in devising convenient modes of taxation. .a°
is therefore desirable to enable the Local Govern-
ment to anticipate the expression of a peneral
desire for the promution: of improvements by the
introduction of the Act, aud to form a Committee
in any town the circumstances of which are such
as to require or justify the introduction of muni-
cipal government.

It is desirable also to define more clearly the
Jliability of Municipal Committees to provide from
their funds for the maintenance of the municipal
police, to enlarge the description of the okjects to
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« urgently required, cannot, therefore, in
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}:vluch, after providing for the police force, the
funds of the municipality may be devoted, and
thus to set at rest the doubts which have been
started as to the legality of their appropriation to
phe support of educational, charitable, and similar
institutions, which are peculiarly deserving of sup-
port from the locality immediately benefitted.

The present law does not authorize Committees
to borrow money for the construction of works
of permaunent utility. Such works, however
many
instances, be undertaken, because the ordinary in-

.come is insuflicient to meet the cest, and cannot

be increased to the required amount without press-
ing unfairly and injuriously on the inhabitants. It
is proposed to empower Committees to borrow
money by debentures when the proposed works
shall have received the sanction of the Local
Government.

The powers of the Committees in dealing with
nuisances are also susceptible of more careful de-
finition and partial enlargement.

To accomplish these objects, and otherwise to
cnable the Local Government to supervise and
improve municipal administration, the present
Bill, which has in a great measute been framed
on the model of A¢t No. XV. of 1867, lately passed
for the Punjib, is now brought forward.

(Signed) E. L. BRANDRETH.

Calculta, 1
The 17th .December 1867. §
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