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PART VI. • 
BILLS OF THE COVERNf41ENT OF INDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT (Legislative). 
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W HERE.Is it is expedient to define and amend the 
Jnw relnting to .certain 

Prcnmblc. mutters connected with 
the tenancy of land in the Punjnb ; 1t is hereby 
enacted as· fulluws :-

PART I. 

PnELIMINARY. 

]. This Act may be callrd "The Panjub 
Short title· Tenancy Act.'' 

!!. Nothina conlained in this Act shall affect 
" the operation of any 

Snving or n~:recmcnts agreement entered fnto 
hrtwcen lnntlownrn and bewt:'cn a land-own!'l' and 
lt•uanta, nnd of •lccrc••· u teuant or of any decree 

of court under which a teuaut hold>. 
a. ' In this Act, unlt•ss there be sumP.thing 

lntrrp•·etotioo clause. 
repugnant in the ~ubjt:'ct 
or context-

" Land-owne1s" mt:'ans any perHon entitled to 
"Land-owner." ~ecei\·e rent, but does not 

. mclut.le the Government, 
in ca&e~ where the Government is entitled only to 
the Jand-revnue, nor any mere assignee of laud
revenue; 

''Tenant" means any occupant <·f land liable 
.. Tenant." to pay rent therefo1·, who 

does not, at the date of 
tbt' p~ssing of this Act, pos::ess both a herital>le 
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and a transferal ole interest in such land, nuJ in-
· eludes the pr·r<'on from whom the land may have 
been inl.clited, o1· oJ!IP.rwise legally acquirc·d; 

" !lent" means whatever is paynble on al'count 

''Rent." 
of the use or occupation 
of land; 

"Land" mrans land subject to a settlement, 

u Lancl." 
wht•ther regulur or ~um
mary, of land-revenue; 

"Settll'ml'nt Oflir·er" mean• any oflit·e•· elll
ploycd in makin~ nr revis
in!!· a regnlar settlement of 
land revenue. 

" Settlement Ofilccr." 

PART r;. 
HlGHTS 01; OcClo'Poll'iCl:. 

4. Every tenant who has nt any time po~sessed 
Tennnt. who has lust prop.rietary rights i~1 laud 

propriutnry rights other- contmuously occup1ed hy 
wise than by fvrfciturc to him, and who has lost 
Go••ernment. those ri!;hts otherwise 
than by forfeiture to Government, shall be deemed 
to hnve a right of occupancy in such land. 

5. Every tenant whose name appears in the 
Tcnnnt whose 1111111c is in records of a regular settle

settlement records, or who ment sanctioned by the 
hns occnpic•l routinuously Local Government prior 
for ccrtnin period. to the passing of this Act, 
as having a right of occupancy in land which he 
has con tinuously occupied from the date of entering 
his name in such sr•lllement, Ol' who, if no snch 
settlement has been mnde, shall have occupied the 
land cont.inuously for a term commencing not lP.ss 
than twch·e years plior to the first day of April 
1H49, shall, unle>s and until the c"ntm1·y be 
proved, be prrsumr·d to have a right of occupancy 
in the land so ocntpicd. 

The lnud-owner may rebut the said presumption 
by showing;-

(1.)-Thatthe t>nlry in the said records was 
mnde in violation of the rules laid down hy the 
settlement office•·, as set forth iu the o!licial report 
or the records of the settlement; or 

(~.)-That the tenaut has volnnta1ily admittecl 
before any settle111ent ofiicer, o1· bdore any ollicer 
authorized to allest mutation of entries in the 
village record, that he i ~ a t~nant-at-will ; or 

(3.)-That within the thirty year~ immediately 
before the institution of a suit relating to the rig;ht 
of occupancy, other tenants of the same class and 
holding uurler similm· circumstances in tl:e same or 
in adjacent villages (e'xccpting tenants specified in 
SPction three), hnve ordinarily been Pjected from 
their holdi:1gs a t the willnf the land-owner; or 

(4.)-That on any other gromids which may 
~ntisfv a Civil Court, the tenant is only a tenant-
at will. · 

E:rpln11atio11.- If l he tenant shall have volnn
lnrily exchanged the lund, or nny portion of the 
land, formerly occupied by him, fot· other laud he
longina to the same land-owner, the hwd taken m 
excha::'ge shall, for the .purposes. of this Act, be 
held to be subject to the same nght of occupancy 
as the· land given in exchange would have be€u 
subject to if the exchange had not taken place. 

6. Any tenant who at a regular settlement sane
When tennntsuot record- tioned by the Local Go

ed as having right of oe- Yernment prior lo the 
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cupanc,· •hnll hnvt some passing of this Act was 
~il-;hts ;,. other tcnonts. not recorded as hu ving a 

lighl of ot·cupancy, shall, 
if in tl•e opinion of the Court there i<> ren•on for 
l1elievin~ tliat he woulrl have been so recorded if 
he had prefeiTerl his claim at the settlement have the 
same ri.,hts and be subject lo the same liabilities 
as othe; tenants who were recorded in the same 
settlrmcnt as having rights \lf occupanci· 

7. No tenant-at-will shall 
./ No right ororrupnnryac- ~e deemed to :IC(juire a 

<Juirccl b,· mere lapse of nght of <•~cupancy by mere 
time. - lapse of lime. 

P.\RT II£. 

1.-Enhallcement. 

8. Every tenant having a ri~ht of occupancy 
shall he liable to have his 

Liability to enhancement rent enhanced· but the 
or rent. rent of no H{ch teuant 
shall be enhanced otherwise than in execnlion uf 
a decree of Comt nmde in accordance with the 
following provi ~ions, (lhat is to say) :--

(1.)-ln no case shall the rent payable by the 
tenant be more than eighty-five per cent. of the 
avrrau'e annual net produt•e which, in the <'pinion 
of th~ Court, the land is capable of yielding 
during a period of five yenrs from the date of 
suit; and 

(2.) -The rent payable by the tenant shall not 
••xceed seventy-five per cent. of such net produce, 
if b~ fore the institution of a suit for enhancement 
or the rP"ulnr settlement he did not pay rent at 
any highc1~ nite than that of the land. revenue. 

E:cplanation.-These rates are laid down on the 
assumptitlll that the land-revenue and all exira 
ce~ses, ~uch as Road Fund, Lumberdar~· fees, 
Patw1u·;s• fees, School Fund, district dltk ces~, and 
the like, ai'P. payable by the l~nd·owne~. II' the 
land-1·evenue or any of the sard cesses IS payable 
by the tenant, the rate to which his rent may be 
enhanced shr.ll be rednced by the amount so pay
able. 

9. 'After a decree shall have been passed iu ac-
COI·dance \\ith sec1ion 

Suit for re-cnhnncement. ei!!hl, no suit shall lie ft1r 
re-enhancement of the rent until the expiration of 
five years from I he date of such tlecr~e, unless-

~ I.)-A t:eneral revi ~ ion of setllt•ment shall 
have raken place in the tneantime; or 

(2.)-The quantity of Janel held by th<' tenant 
shall lte ascertained lu be gr. ater thanth" quauiity 
for which ht• huti paid rent previously to the insti
tul' ·Ju of the suit; or 
(~.)-The productive power of the land shall 

~tave been increased by imptovemenls of the dc
~cription mentioned in section thirty~ thrce effected 
.at the sole expense of the land-uwner. 

2.-Re11t payable bj 1i!llallt-at-wil/. 

I 0. Every tenant-at-will ·shall pay such rent 
Rent payable by tenant- as may be . agreed upon 

at-will. helwe~n lum and the 
. !and-owner ; or, if no 

such aareement has been made, such rent as was 
payahl; for the land in the last preceding year. 

3.-Abatemtnt nf Rrnt. 
11. EvPry tenant hnviup: a right. of or.cupan.cy 

Groun•ls of right to ~hull be enllttled. to clatm 
nlmlcme11t. abatcm .. n( of the rent prc
viou~ly paid by him on either or the follmvin~ 
ground~, ,and on no others:- . . 

( l ).-Thut the nren of the land has been dimi
nished bv diluvion or otherwi~e, or proved to be 
lt·ss th"n. the quantity for which rent has been 
previously paid by him; or 

(2).-'i'hat the productive powers of the land 
have been decreased by any cause beyond the 
con t1·ol of the tenant. 

4.-Rcmissioll qf Rent. 
12. Notwithstanding anything contained in 

seclion tr·n or set•tiou 
":h~n Court moy nllow elt•vt>n it ~hnll be lawful 

remtsston from rent. · ' C · k' lor the \lurt, m rna rug 
a decree for an arrear of rent, to allow such remis
sion from I he rent payable by nny tenant ns may 
appear equitable, if the area o.f ~h~ land in .the 
occupation of such tenant be dnmmshed by dllu
vion or otherwise, or if the p1·oduce of such hmd 
has been diminished by drought or hail, Ol' othPr 
calamity beyond the control of the· tenant, to such 
an extent I hat the full amount of rent payable by 
such tenant cannot, in the opir.ion of the Court, 
be equitably decnred. 

5.-Rellt i11 Kine/. 
13. No commutation of rent in kind into rent 

in money shall take place 
Commutation of rent without the consent of the 

in kiud. land-owuer; and no com
mutalion of rent in money into rt>nt in kind shall 
take place without the cons.t of both th~ land
owner and the tenant. 

1 <). Whenever rent is taken by division of the 
Division nUt! ·npprnise- pr~duce in kind,. or h.v 

mcnt of produce tukcn for cslunate or apprm~emt•nt 

rent. of the standing crop, or 
other procedtue of a simi Ia•· ualurP, requiring the 
presence of the. JWrson entitled lo the ~eut and . of 
the cultivator en her personally or hy therr l'ecog-ms
ed a<>ents, if eithe1· party shall ne!!lect tobc present 
at th~ proper per!od, or if . a dispute. ~l~ull ari•.c 
between the pa!·llcs regurdmg such diVIsion, e>'lt
mate or appraisement, either par.ty may presP.nt an 
application to the Court requr·stmg thut a smtable 
person be deputed to make the divi~ion, estimate 
or appraisement. 

15. On receiving such application the Court 
Procedure in cnoe of shall i~sue a written notice 

disput~. to the oth~r party re<ptir
ing him to attPml on the d:~te and at the place 
;;p(•(·ified in the nutice, and shall depute o suit
able persnu before whom the division, estimate or 
apprnis~nll'nt shall be made. The award of suth 
person in r~spect of the divi-.ion, e~ti!llate ot· 
appraisement shall be final, unle•s wulun three 
m~onths from the date thereof ei1hcr party -shall 
institute a suit in the Civil Courts to set it asirle. 

PAHT lV. 
OF EJECT~IEN'r, AoANooNatENT, RELINQUI•IUI&!'~1·, 

Sun-LEASEs. 

Ejectmmt. 
. 1 t;. Subject to the provisions contained in sec· 

tions sixteen, seventeen, 
. Ejectment oftenanh~Rt• d ighteen every ten-

wtll and tenants b~vmg an e . ' 11 b · bl 
:ight of oocup:tucy. aut·nt-wrll shu e ha e 



to be ejected li·om t!•e lnnd_ in his occupancy, 
:~nd ev<·ry tenant hnv1!1g a ~·•ght of orcupnncy, 
Jrom whom nor anear ol rent IS due, shall be liable 
to be ~jrcted from the land in rcspctt of which the 
:1rrear 1s due. 

17. No tenant-at-will from whom no arr~ar of 
Tcnnnt-nt·will not linblc rent is due shi1ll1bc ejected 

"' . cjcctmc:•t without frnm the land in ' his o~-
notlec. cupaucy, unless he shnli 
ha•·e received notice of the lnnd ·owrwr's intention 
to t>jPct him, and such notice shall have been 
recorded by the Patw!u·l, or a written notice pui 
up in some c•nlspicuous place in the villn~c · in 
wliich the land is situate, at the t ime fixed in the 
village adminis tration paper fi,r such notices to be 
!!h•en, if or uo such time be so fixed, on or before 
the first. dn.y of Mny in nuy year after the passing
of tlris Jlct. 

18. No trnnnt having a right of occupancy 
. shall be ejected othcrwis·e 

EJectment of tcnnul hn•·- tl · , . 1. ing a right o£ O<'l'll}lRilCY. lUll Jl~ CX~(' lll-1011 b •a 
· decree lor ejectment, and 

tiUch decree shall not be made unless, at the date 
of the decree, n. decree against such tenant lo r an 
urrenr of rent in respect of the land from which 
the lnml-owner desires to · ejecf him sha ll have 
remained un~ati s fi ed for fifteen days or upwards. 

HI. Not tenant shall, whether in execution of 
Time of c'cctmcl1t. a. decree o.r otherwise be 

~ CJCcted from !ht> land 
occupied by him except at such time as may have 
been fixed in that behalf in the villn o·e nciminis
tration paper; or, if no such time has been · fixed, 
except between the first dn.y of May and the fif7 
teenth day of J une /.'1 a ny year aftet· the passino
uf this Act: PI'Ovid~·a that, if, \~hilc !tis rent is i~ 
arr·ear, he has failed to eultii•ate the llmd for ivhich 
the nrrcnr is due, in accordance with the terms on 
whicl~ he holds it, he may be ejected thereli·om nt 
uny tnnn. · 

20. Any lcnnnt ejected in acconlnnce with the 
Compcnsntiou to cjcctcu p~ovisions of this Ac t, 

lcnnnt for gmning crops. shall be entitled to receive 
from the lnnd-owne1' the 

vnlue of any grow inn· crops or ·other· unorathercd 
]Jl'odlll'l& of the earth belonging to guch te~nnt and 
hcing on the lund at Lhe time of such ejectment. 

21. If n. tennnt having n. right 'of occupancy 

L f · 1 t f be ejected in n.•·cordance 
088 0 "ll I 0 OCCII• • I I .. 

pnncy on ejectment. Wit ~ t I? proVISIOns of 
sectwn ~eventecn from 

I he ln~1d !n which he possesses such) ight, he shall 
lose Ius nght of occupancy in such land. 

22. If a ·tenant having a rigl~t . of occupancy 
abnmlon the land in his 

I.oss of ri;:ht of occn7 occupancy, he ~hall lose 
pnncy on nhnudoumcnt. his right of occ11pancy in 

such land. 

Omission both to culti,•ate and to pay rent o1· 
Abnudomucnt, wlmt. to ~ak~ provision fo1' boih 

cultJVatron on payment of 
rent for tw~lv~ months, shaJllle held to be aban
donment w1tlun the meaning of this section. 

il~linquisltmenl. 

23. Every tenant shall continue liable for. the 
rent ?f the land occupied 

Relinquishment of land by lum, unless at the time 
by tenant. fixed in that behnlf in the 
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vilfao-e administrntiori paper, or, if no such tin!c 
be fi~ed on or before the fifteenth day of i\1 ay Ill 

any yea;. alter the passing of t.his. A~t, h~ shaH 
gi,•e notice tci lhe land-owner of Ius mtentwn to 
relinquish such land, or unless such land ~hall 
have hcen Jet to any · other., per>O)I by the land-
owueJ', . , • ·' 

· Sub~leascs. • ·· · 
• , • '• ~ ' ~ · ' 1 r 

2-t. Any tenant havin11: a right of occupan_cy 
. · · niay sub-i<·t, or otherwr $e 

H•ght to snb-lct . tenrporarily provide for the_r=.:; 
ci1hiva tion or' his land, whenever for'n.n y sufficient 
rrason he is 'unaltle to cultivate it himsell: 

2-5. Provided tl;at the tenant shall lose his 
-rirrltt of occupancy, if it 
Uf;Jear rhat, for a period 
of more than three years, 

I.oss vf ri r;l1t of orru
pancy by uon-::rcccipt ofr ~rtl
<lucc. . neil her thP tenant nor hi :: 
heir hns received any portion of the produce of 
-the land. 

PART.V. 

QF CEilT.I{N D!SAIJJT.IT!ES Wll!C.lt MAY UE REMOVE D 

DY PAY~JE!'JT ~F CO ~tP1 P. N~.t~TJ O N. 
25. Any land-o wner proving to the satisfaction 

• . of the Court tha t the 
Right oflnntl·ownc•· to q \mntily of lnnd in his 

rcsnnw possession of lensc<l J>os,;ession is insufficient 
laud required fo1' hi s own 
cultivntiou. for the support of himself 

· and !Jig household, may, 
on payment of the mn.rket value of the land, 6e 
enli!lcd to require a sur-remler of as much of the 
land of anv tenant having ·a ri •Yhl of occu
j>nncy suho~·dinate to him (the l~nd-owner) ns 
sJmll, when atl~l ed to the I,an~l already in the 
la~](l-owner's posscssiot,, h~ ~uffici en_t in the opinion 
ol the Court. flll' the support of hm~sclf nnd his 
household : . Pr~vided that~ at the. ' oplion of the 
tP.nn.nt, the land-owner shull be required to tnke nt 
the market-value either such · additional quantity 
,only, or the whole of the land occupied by tl 1e 
tenant. 

27. Any tenant having a right of occupancy 
in any land, and havin n· 

Right of tcnnnt to nlicn- an hei1 entitled to succeed 
_:' IC t~nurc. . to ~uch land, shall hn.ve 
P?wer: ~ubJect _to any restrictions inwosed on the 
dtsposrtwn of 1mmovcn~le property generally by 
law or local usage, to ahenate his tenure on pay
lllCilt to the land·owne1· of a Sll\11 of ten per cent, 
. Lnm\.owncr's right of of the mn.rket-vnlue ; pro
pre-emption. vided that in every such 

cage the teJ1ure shall be 
offered for sale in the first instance to the land
owner at the market-value less ·ten per centum 
and shall not be sold to any other person unles~ 
the land-?wner shall for the space of one month 
refuse or neglect to complete .thc purchase. . 

Every per~ on tow hom n. tenure shall be aliena1;.... · ' 
night of tenant's nlicncc. ed uirder this section, 

. shnll be deemed to hnve 
t!•e. ~a.me rrghts aud to be subje<"t to the same 
hab1htres ns the tenant making the n.lienalion. 

28. Any tenn11t having a right of occupancy 

Removal of disability to but disentitled to plan·t or 
plnnt or cut trees. C?t down, remove and 

. drspose of trees or timber 
planted by lumself or of SJlOntaneous g•·o th 
tl I d · ]' · w on 1e an 111 us occupatiOn ~hall on t .1 · ' > ' ' enuermg to 



the land-ownet· such compensation as the Court 
shall think reasonable, become entitled to plant 
and cut down, remove and dispose of any such 
trees or timber as aforesaid. Provided that no
thing herein contained shall be deemed to authorize 
the tenant to plant trees · so as to diminish the 
amount of rent which he may from time to time 
be liable to pay in kind. 

PART VI. 

Qp CoMPENsATIOl" FOR TENA~>Ts' hrPROVEMBNTs. 

29. The land·owner may make improvements 
. . on the land in the occupa-

Roghts ns to om prove- tion of any tenant; and any 
mcnts. . I I tenant may Wit 1 I te pre-
vious permission of the land-owner make improve
ments on such land : Provided that the land-owner 
shall be deemed to have given such pPt·mission in 
every case where, being cognizant of the improve
ments while they were bein!!, made, he ditl not 
expressly prohibit them. 

30. Any tenant having a right of oc~upancy 
, may req uire the land-

. Enforcement or tcnnnt 8 owner either to make the 
r1ght to rcqmre or mnkc 
improvements. improvements ot· to give 

the tenant pcrmis•ion to 
make th~m. If the land-owner refuse to make or 
nerrlect to commence and within a reasonable time 
to ~omplete the improvements required of him, or 

· to .,.ive the tenant permission to 111ake them, the 
ten~nt may, on satisfying the Court that such im
provements or any of them ar<.> ot· is desirable, 
obtain an order authorizing him to effect them or 
it hi ;n se)f, 

31. If any tenant ~hall have made improve-
' . 1 mcnts on the lund - in his 

. Tcn~nt s ro;; ot to com- occupation in accordance 
pcusnuon fornnprovcmcnt. with the conditions men-

tioned in sections twenty-nine nnd thio·ty, and if 
the land-ownco· ejects o•· hriugs a suit to eject or 
to enhance the rent of s ue h tenant, 1hc tenant 
sh,oll be Pntitled to compensation for the outluy, 
in money or labour, or b·•th, in mokiug such im
provements, which shall have !wen effected by him 
within ·twenty ye,rs next before such t>j ectment or 
the institution uf such suit as aforesaid. 

3:2. Such compensation shall, in case the tenant 
. be eje<·ted or the land-

Compcnsnhonloow mn<lc, t · 1 · b owner sue o ejrct 11111, c 
made by payment in money ; and in case 
the land-owner sue to enhnn~e the rent within 
twenty yearR after the date of effecting any sU<·h 
improvement, the Court in making a decree in his 
favour shall not take into c<Jnsideration the incr~ase 
of the value of the land which may rcasonabl.v be 
nttl'ibuted to such improvement: Provided that, 
in estimating the amount of the compensation, re-

. • Yard shall be had to any benefit derived bv the 
tenant from his having been allowed to hold at a 
rate of rent more favourable than the r.ate at which 
he otherwise would have held. 

33. The word "improvement"," as used in sPc
,;Improvcmcnts" defined. ti~ns twenty-nine, thirty, 

tlmty-one and thirty-
two, means works by which the annual lettin"' 
value of the land has been, and, at the time of de': 
manding compe~sation, continues to he, increased, 
and shall comprtse-
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lst.-The construction of wells and of works 
for the storage of water, for applyin~ water. fot· 
irri<Tation, for draina"e, and for protection agaonst 
floo"'ds; the reclaimin"'a and clearing of waste lands 

"' 'k and jungles; and other works of a h e nature; 

2nd.-The renewal Ol' re-construction of any of 
the foregoing works, or such alterations therein or 
additions thereto as a.re not required for main· 
taining the saone, and which increase durably their 
value. 

PART VII. 

PnocEoua.Eo 

34. For the purposes of this Act, the Revenue 
R 0 h Cout·ts shall be the several 

cvcnuc Olorts, "' at. Courts mentioned in sec-
tion four oftlte Pan jab Co.urts' Al'l, I !W5, holding 
sittings on the revenue side, uther than Courts of 
Small Causes; but instead of the Chief Court of 
the Panj:ib, the final Court of appeal shall be the 
Court of the Finan<·ial Commissiqneo· of the Punjltb, 
The Court of the Settlement Officer shall also for 
the purposes or this Act be deemed to be a Ue.venue 
Court. A II the provi~ions of the said Act and of 
Act No. XX VII. of Ul67 (to cmpowl!l' Deprtl!J 
Comnzis.~in~~ers in lite Ce•1tml :Provillcts, tltc Pa1yab, 
Unc!t awl lite .!llw1si Divisim1 to dist1·ibutc tile 
business in suburdiuate Cmt1·ts) ~hall, so far as they 
are applicable, npply to the Revenue Courts. 

35. Clniml:' under sections eig-ht, nine, thirteen, 
Hc••cnuc r.ourts to hear fourteen, fifteen, twenty

claims under certain sec- six, twenty-seven and 
lions. twenty-eight shall, unless 
otherwise provided fo1·, be ifard in the llcvenue 
Court~. The rules relating to civil procedure for 
the time being in force in the Panj:ib 11hall, so far 
as they are applicable, upply to all suits brought 
Lcfore the Hevenuc Courts under this Act. · 

~1'A1'1DIENT OF 0nJECTS AND fl EASON Eo 

N u Act at preseut exists to provide for the fix
ing or enhancing of the rent of land in the Pan
jiob, or fot• deulina with the claims of tennnta tu 
riu·hts of occu1~ancy and with other muller.> 
rclatin~ to the tenancy of land. Acts for these 
purposes arc in exi;lence, which apply to Bengal 
and the Nurtlo-Westcrn Province~, and a Bill on 
the same subject for the Province of Oudh has 
reccntlv hccn intrndu<·cd in the Council. An enact· 
m<.>nt i'ot· the regulation of these maltcfs is no 
lest; rPrJuired fror the Panjub. \Vhatevrr appeared 
applicable to the requireoncnt~ of the 'Panj{th, in 
the North-We~ t Provinces' Acl~ (Nos. X. of 1H59, 
and X l V. o£ 1863) and the Oudh Bill, has been 
adopted in the present draft, but other provisions 
differing in some vco y material respectR from the 
provisions made for these Provinces, l.lflve been 
introduced 1vhere they appear to he rl'qlllrcd by the 
different circum~tnnc~s of the Panj{tb. Perhaps 
the most important point in which this Dill differd 
from Act No. X. of 1859 is that, whereas by that 
Act tenants who have cultivated for twelve years 
are deemed to have ri(!hts of occupancy in the 
land so cultivated, under this Bill mere length of 
possession confers no right of occupancy on the 
tenant, but only creates a rebuttable pre~~umption 
of such a right, if he has been entered in the 
settlement record as having right of occupancy, 
or if he hus occupied liis land for a per1ud of 



.... 
twelve years before the annexation of the Panj:ll)·· 
and mere )ength of JlOSBCSSion llll!)er Othe:. 
circumstances cr~ates no presumption of a rio ht of 
occupaucy in favour of the tenant. "' 

I propose that this Bill be published for six or 
seven weeks before I move to pnss it. There are 
so many experienced officers in the l)a njab, able to 
judge of the merits of the Bill, that I trust I shall, 
in this interval, receive from them valuable sug-

{' 
• ) ·. 

o-estions in regard to all the points on which 1t 
~my require amendment. 

E. L. -DRAl\"DllETH. 

C.\I.CUTTA, . } 
T!IC 30th Decembe1· I 86!. 

WJUTLEY STOKES, 

Asst. Secy. to tlw Govt. of India,. 
. Home D ept. (Le!]islgtive.) 



The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Hegulations on the 
3rd J anuat·y 1868, and was referred to a Select 
Committee, with insti'Uctions to make their report 
thereon in four weeks :-

Bill J.'llo. 1 of 1868. 

A Bill to amend the law relating to appeals in t/,e 
Pmyab aud its de]Jendencies. 

WHEREAs it is expedient to amend the law 
· relating to appeals in the 

Pt·cnmb1c. Punjab and its dependen-
cies; It is hereby enacted as follows:-

Short title. 
!. This Act may be 

called" The Punjab Ap
peals' Act 1868." 

2. This Act shall extend only to the Punjab 
E r \ and its dependencies. It 
· xteot 0 

' ct. shall come into operation 
from the thirty-first day of March 1868, in regard 
to nil appeals preferred _after that day, and shall con
tinue in Ioree to the tlmty-first day of M.arch 1873. 

3. The Chief Court of the Punjab may, when-
. ever it sees fit, remove 

Power of C1ncf Court and try any ap1>eal fallina 
to rcmore appeals. . 1 . 1 . . d' . "f Wlllln t 1e jlll'IS !ChOn 0 

any Court subject to its superintendonce. 

4. Sections three hundred and thirty-th ree to 

Parts of Act No. VIII. 
of 1859, mul of Act No. 
XXI!!. of 1861, to tnkc 
efl'ect in Punjab. 

three hundred and thi rty
eight (both inclusive), 
three hundred and forty 
to three hundred and 
fifty-seven (both inclu

sive) three hundred and fifty-nine to three hundred 
and six ty-six (both inclusive), and three hundred 
and seventy-two to three hundred and seventy-fot:r 
(both inclusive), of Act No. VIII. of 1!!59, and 
sections twenty-five to thirty-seven (both inclusive) 
of Act l\" o. XXU I. of 1861, shall take efl'ect in the 
Punjab and its dependencies, subject to the additions 
and provisoes hereinafter contained. 

5. The sections of Act Ko. VIII. of 1859 
and Act No. XXIII. of 

" Chief Court" to be 1861 mentioned in the last 
rcacl fot· "Su<lder Court." preceding section, shall be 

read as if for " Suddet· 
Court," the words "Chief Court" were substituted. 

·6. Except when otherwise expressly provided 
in this or any other Act 

.A.Jlpca~s ~rm.u . Courts of fo1• the time be ina in force 
ongmal Jnrtsdtctton to su· I h Ill"" , I ' pcnor Comts. an appea s a 1e •rom t 1e 

decrees of the Courts of 
. original jlll·isdiction to the 

Courts authorized t.o hear appeals from the decisions 
s d 1 of those Court.;. If the 

econ appea 8' lower appellate Court 
shall have reversed or modified the decree of the 
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Court of original jul'isdiction upon any point other 
than a preliminary point, a second appeal shall lie to 
the Chief Comt ot· the Court of the Commissioner, 
as the case may be. 

7. Section three hundred and thirty-three of 
Act No. V Ill. of 1859 shall 

Ac1c1ition to Sc~tiou be read as if after "Dis-
three hundretl nm1 tlnrty- . C , ' I < II . 
three of Act No. Vlll. of tnct ourt, .t te 10 owmg 
1859. word3 were mserted (that 

is to say) " within sixty 
days, if the appeal be to a Divisional Court." · 

8. Section three hundred and forty-five c:.f 
Proviso to Section three Act No. Vlll. of .185!1 

hundred imd fort 1· -fl ~c of shall he read as 1f the 
Act No. VIII. of i859. following proviso were 

added thereto (that is to 
say) "Prnvided that the •Appellate Court may, if it 
sees fit, after fixing a time tor hearing the appel
lant or his pleader, .:on finn tlie decision of the 
lower Court.'' 

9. Section three hundred and seventy-two of 
.. . Act No. Vlll. of H!59shall 

Acl<lttton to Scchon three be read as if after the 
humlrc\l um\ scvcnty~two . 1 , 

of Act No. Vlll. of 11:!59. word~ "Ill regular appeal 
the following words were 

added (that is to sny), "o1· second regular appeal, 
as the case may be." 

STATEMENT OP 0DJECTS AND RBASONS. 

The Code of Civil Procedure has, with the ex
ception of the chapters on appeal and special 
appeal, alreacly been extended to the Punjab. It 
s now proposed that. these .apters also shoulcl he 
extended to that P rovince, with some slight mo
dific:ltions, required by its peculiar circumstances. 
In order to prevent, however, this difference of pi'O· 
cedure between the Punjab and the rest of the 
empire being perpetuated, if it should not be re
quired by the future circumstances of that Province, 
it has been provided that this Act shall only con
tinue in force five years. The opportunity has been 
taken of supplying what appears to be a elight 
defect in the Punjab Chief Court Act, in that the 
Chief Court, unde1· that Act, has no power·to with
draw appeals from subonlinate Courts in order to 
try the appeals itself. 

(Signed) E. L. BRANDRETH. 

CALCUTTA, 

The 18th December 1867. 

WIUTLEY STOKES, 

Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India, 

HomlDepl:( Legillatiue). 
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The following Bill was introduced into the Coun. 
cil of the Governor Gem•ral of India lin· tile l~ur
pose of makin~ Laws and Regulation• on the I Oth 
Jan nary ll:!6 ~, and was referred to a Select Ct~ m
mittee with instructions to make their report there
o.n in a week :-

:Sill No. Z of 1868. 

A Bill to mnencl .-lr.t Nu. Ill. oj 1861. 

WnERI<AS Act No. Ill. of 1 ~6 1 (to provide f ·r 
the collection of' duty of 

Preamble. customs 011 ]>eppcr exporicd 
·by sea .fi·om the N1·itislt 

port of Ct.chin.) provides that a duty of fifteen 
rupees per klmndi shall be levied on all pepper 
exported by sea from th e British port of Cochin; 
und whereas the Govel'llments of Travancore and 
Cochin have recently reduced the duty on pepper 
ex ported from their ports from rupees fifteen to 
rupees nine per khandi; and whereas it is expe· 
dient that the duty leviable under the said Act 
should not exceed the said reduced duty; Tt is 
hereby t•nactcd as follo\\S :-

1. In lieu of the duty prescibe<l by the said 
Act No. Ill. of 186 1, 

Duty lc•·inble on pcpt~Ct' or Act No. XV l!. of 186i 
cxpor.te1l by son from Co- (l l 1 r l 1 hin o amctll tac u1w rea-
c · iug to Custom~' Duties), 
there shall be levied a duty not exceeding nin<: 
rupees a k!Jaudi em nil pepper exported by sea 
fr•>m the said port of Cochin, and the Governor 
of Fort St. George in Council may from time to 
time determine the exact rate of duty to be levied 
under this Act. 

2. Thi~ Act shall be rc•ad with and taken ns 
Act to he rood with Act part of the Faid Act No. 

No. Ill. of !Efll. J ll. of 1861. 

STATEMgi'OT 01' 0DJEC1'S AND fl.EASONS, 

t\ct No I II. of 1861 was pas~ed to ns~imiiate 
the duty on pepper grown in the Nutivc States 
,,f Cochin' and Travaucore, but export('(! from tlw 
British port of Cochin, to that th en levied on 
pepper exported from the ports of th ose St'lte~. 
The duty was accordingly fixed at rupees fifteen 
per khandi . 

The Stales of Cochin nnd Travnncorc have 
reccently reduced from rupees fifteen to rupees 
nine the, duty on pepper exported from their· own 
ports. 

The pre~ent I' ill (which has been prepared at 
the request of the Madras Government) according
ly proposes to effect a corresponding reduction in 
the c;~se of pepper exported from the British port 
nf Cochin. Provision has al~o lwcn made for a 
further reduction in case theN ative States referred 
to see fit to diminish the c:xport duty now leviable 
in their port~. The dnty will continue to be paid 
ovt>r to those States, minus the cost of C:ollection. 

(Signed) w. N. MASSEY. 

CALCUTTA, } 
The ·3rcl Jan11ary 1868. 

WHITLllY STOKE$, 

.Asst. Stcy. to tlte Govt. of India, 
Home Dept. (Leg~lative) 
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' the followin,. Biil was introduced into the Coun
cii of the Gove;nor General of India for the purpoae 
of making Laws and Regulations on. the lOth 
.January H!68, and was referred to a Select Com
mittee with instructions to make their report there
on in foUl' weeks :-

Bill No. 3 o£1868. 

THE :.IUNlClPAL 1\\lPROVEME~'fS' (N. W.P.) 

ACT. 

CONTEN'l'S. 

PAltT I . 

PRELIMINARY· 

Section. 
1. Short title. 
2. lntcrprctntion clause. 
:1. Power to extend Act. . 
·!. ]>ower to define limits of p1nces to 'l'fhiclt Act 

extends. 
5. Existing· Committees to be deemed Committees 

undet: this Act. 

PART II. 

:\Pt'OINTMENT 01•' MUNICII' .\L COMMITTEES· 

G. Committees appointed by l,!eutennot Go,·ernor 
or election. 

Hemovnl of members. 
Ex o(/iciu mentbers. · 
App~intment of president nnd vice-president. 
N otificntinn of appointments. 

PA ll'l' III. 

OFFICI~ AND ~fE>:'I'INGS ot· Co~ouTTEES· 

7. Committee to ltnvc an office. ::\fcetings to be 
n t lcnst nnce n mouth. 

Voting. 
l'ublica~ion of proceedings. 
Secr<·tnry. · 

8. Prc>itlency at meetings. 
CnHing-vote. 
Quorum. 

!). Commissioner of IJivision mny attend meetings, 
inspect accounts nnd cnll for information. 

PART IV. 

IJuwrms o•· Co~Dil1'TEEs. 

10. l'owt•r to rnnkc assscsments nnd levy taxes. 
11. llulcs t'or confirmation nud collection of tlllU· 
12. No rate invtdid for defect of form. 

Borrowi119 on DeiJenlure.r. 

13. l'"wcr to borrow on debenture. 
14. Payment of prinripnl. 
15. l>nymem or iul~n·, r. 
lli. Debentures tram<fcraiJI~ l,y cndorscmtnt nnd 

· delivery. 
I i. Power to rnisc mllncy for repayment IJf principal. 
18. Form of Jcbenturc . 
19. Orders authorizing Committees to borrow on 

debentures, 
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Seclion. 

· 20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 
25. 

26. 

2i. 

Bul~s and By·law•· 

Power of Committres to mnKc rules. 
Enforcement of rules nnd regulation~. 
Power to mnke h1··lnws ns to nuisnnces, nncl 

registration ~f!Jirths, mn~dnges, nnd <lenths. 
Power to proh1b1t obstructions, &c. 
Power to remo,·c nnis:mccs, &c. 
Confirmntion of by~laws . 
Puhlicntion of bv:lnws. 
Power to ncquirc lnnd. 
Power to sell. 
Receipts. 
],imitntion and suspension of powers of Com

mittee. 

PARTY. 

RIGHTS, DuTIES, AND LtADII .. ITtus o:· Co='DtiTfE I·; s. 

Jlfunicip ·tl Funtl. 

28. Municipnl fund. · . . . 
· 29. Custody nncl dishursemcut of mumcrpnllun•l. 
30. Duties of Committees. · 

Contrncts. 
Jl{mlicip•Il Police. 

31. Prorision for Police. 
3" Act V. oflS61, section :14, to be in force . 
33. Police to nid in carrying out, order; rcgnnlin r 

m'lisnnees. 

.tlr.nual Reporl11. 
3~. Annunl reports and statements to U<' suumitte<l· 

Public Highways. 

:J;i. night of Committee hi public highwnys. 

Laud re']Uired.for Public Purposes. 

3ti. Land required for· munieipal purposes mny Lr 
tnkcn up undc•· .\ct No. VI. of ISr,i. 

Suits by aml Oftniu;i Commillccs. 

Suits by nntl n~nst Comlnitles. 
Members not pcrsonnlly linblc for eonlrnct~ 

mncle by Commi11rc. . 
Liability of mcml"•rs for brcnch of trust .. 
Notice prc,·ious 1ui)J·jngi1 g snit ngninH (J'ln:

mitlce Ol' its otH ccrs. 

PAlll' VI. 
P&NALTJES-AN D Pn.osJ~CUTJONS, ANU UJ:: coYJ·;nv 

" OF JI.\Tt;s. 

! 

I 
I l'rnnlly on lllC111bcr or srrrnnt of n Committee 

hr!ng interested in eontmcts mnU<' with Cum· I 
nnttee. 1 

·10. 

41. 
42. 

Pcnnlt.y for inlringrmrnl. of h)··laws OJ' l'lllrs, I 
or non·pnymrut of lines. 

Prosecutions. 
RerOI'Ct'Y of rntcs. · 

SCIIEUIILE. 
Form of Debculut·e. 

I 
A Bill lo mal1r. beller pro vi.< ion [o>· the appoi>ll~ ' 

mtnt of JIJunicipul Committees illlhe N~t~·t/1- We.<i!'l'll j 
Provi11ces, aud for other purposes. 

WHEREAS it is e1epedient to make better pro,·i- I 
. bl sion for the npp<>intment J 

l'rcam c. of Municipal Uommillees , 
in the North-Western Provinces of the PreRiden1·y \ 
of Fort William, and fot· the police, conservancy', 
and local improvements, aitd fot· education, and • 
fell' tllP levying of rutes and taxes, in the places to 
which this Act may be extended ; It is hereby 
l'nncled ns follows:- I 

I. 

PAH'l' l. 

PnELIMINAil\'• 

Thi;; Act may 

Short title. 

he called '' The Municipal 
Improvenv·nt;' (North· 
·western Provinces) Act." 

2. 111 this Act, unless th<•re be something 
repugnant in the subject 

lntcrpretntion clnusc. or context-

" Committee'' menus a M nnicipal ConHni tt<·e 
appointed under the .... pro· 

" Committee." visions of this .. Act; 

" Municipality" ur enns any town or tc,wns 
to which this Act may 

" Municipnlity ·" be cxtendecr; 

" Lieutenant Governor ., mea ns the Lieutenant. 
"Licntcnnnt Go,·cnwa·.' ' Governot of the said 

Pro•·in ce•. 

3. The Lieutenan t GoYerno•· may cx•eml this 
Act Ol' any of its sectios 

l'owertJ c'tcml Act. or pt·ov isions, by notifica-
tion in th e lo<·al ol'licial 

Ga::r.u,,, to any town or towns in the ten ilorieti 
under his Government. 

4. For the pmposes of this Act, the Lieutenant 
. . . Governor may from time 

Power to .•lcfinc, hnnts of to time, by notification iu 
plncc• to wluch Ac. exte nds. the l<>ca l official Ga~elle, 
define f.he limitti of any town, aud may includ e 
withm the limits of sud1 town any Rn ilway-station, 
village, building-, or land in the vitinity. 

The Lieutenant. Governor may from time to tinw, 
by notification in the local official Gazelle, declare 
to be united for the purposes of thiti Act any two or 
more towu•, and may also declare by what name 
the 'municipality so lormed Rhall be desip;na ted. 

5. All M.unil'ipal Committe~s hitherto appoint
ed under th e ord ers of I he 
Lieutenant Governor,sha ll 
be d eemed Com•uitters 
und er this Act, nud Act 

Existiug Conunil.tc, ~s tn 
he deemed Comm iUeus un
cle!' this A<·t. 

i\' o. XXV I . of !850 (to en.aU/e imJn·ovr111PIII.I !o b(' 
marie iulo•uus) "hall cease to have e'th·et in the tow ns 
iuto whi<·h it hati been iutrochtc<·d, except as to 
any act done ot' li:o bility int'IIITP.d under it: Pro
vided that all rules made and taxes impnsed under 
it, which have been approved by the Lirutcnnnt 
Govel'ltOI', sha ll en/t linuc Ill ti,rcc aud reeo ,·erablc 
as if they had been. made and imposed under th f: 
provisions of this Act. 

PART 11. 

APPOI!<T)IF.N'I' o t' 1\Iu NICI .u. Co~tMI'f'rEt,:,; , 

6. In any municipalit y to which tlti,; Act ot· 
any part thereof shall have 

Connnitt.e<'" nppointccl been cxt~ nd<! cl, the Lieu
by l,icntcnant Govcrnot· or .. 
election. 1tnnH~ t Go'·.ernnr may· 

appomt or dtrect the · ,, ,...., 
pointment by election in such 111anner and for su~h 
period ns to him may seem fit, any number of the 
inhabitants of such municipality, not less than eight 
in the case of a municipality nl the head-quarte1·s of 
a distl'ict, and not less thnn six in the cnse of a nlu
uicipality not at the he<td-quarters of a district, to 
be memti_ers of a Committee for· canying out the 
purposes of the Act. 
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The Lieutenant Governor may, if he sec fit, 
, from time to time remove 

hcmoml of mcml, ~rs. any of the memuers of the 
Committee•, add to thei r 

number, and fill up 
them. 

vacn 111 i ~ ·s occmTing among 

In addition to the members appointed as afo1·e-
. . , . . . , ;;aid the y~rsons respect-

E •-o.Oc cco member.. tvcly filhng fot· the time 
being the offices J:rxt 

hereina fter mentioned, shall be ex officifJ members 
of the Committee for every municipality in which 
thev exercise theit· offices, and to which th is Ac t 
sha'll have been extendeil- ' 

i\l n!:i stra \c of Distrir t. ... . . . . ... . l Fot· n · i\'ln-
Ci,•il S~u·ge•:n ·: ... . .... .. . . . . .. ~ nicipnlity nt 
Exccutcvc I-.ngmecr . . ... . ..... . ( Hcnd Qunrtcrs 
'l'ahsildnr of I-I end Qunrtcc·s' Tnhsil. J ?f n District; 

t og~thet· with such other ofl'icrrs ns the Licuteunnt 
Gorernor 111ny from time to time appoint. 

i\Ia~i strntc of District ..... . } For n i\fnnici-
Ci ril Surgeon.. . . . . . . . . . . . . pnlity uot nt Il rnd 
Tnhsildnr of Purgann.. . . . . . Qunrtcrsofn Uistrict; 

togethet· with such otl:e t· otlicers ns the Liemenant 
Governor may from time to time nppoint. 

Prov id ed that th e number of such e.t··o flicio 
mem bers shall not bn more than one-third of the 
total number of the Committ~e. 

The Li eut~nant Governor ncay also nppoin! the 
. . pres ident and vice-presi-

Appomtmcnt ofpresulent dent or ei th (' l' of tit , 
nnd VICe·Jli'CSIIICnt . j' ' c . Clll, 

o any om mutee, or 
sanction the electi on by any Comm ittee o f one or 
their members as president or us v' ice-president. 

All appointments made under this section shall 
Noti ilrntion of nppoiut- be, 1_10 tifi ed in the local 

ment•. ofhctal Gazelle. 

PART Jl f. 

OFFICE AN u M (;ll'fi NGs , Ol' CoMMIT1'El~s . 

7. The Uomn1ittce sha ll have nn ofl1ce, 

Committee to have nn 
uflic~ . i\lcctin,.s to ho nt 
lcnS't oucc n 1110~1t h. 

where they shnll meet lot· 
the transaction or bu siness 
at lea6t nne<: in every 
111 0nth, nnd as often nt 

other t imes as a meeting sha ll uc s ummoned by 
the presid c•nt or ' ' ice-presid ent. 

All questionti whic;h may come before them :tt 
, y , 1 ; 11 ~ any meetings shall be 

1 
o ' dec ided by n nmj ority of 

votes, and be recorded in a honk kept for the 
purpose, and their pro

l'nhlicntion of proce~d- ceed ings shall he pub
ings. 

li ;:hcd in some local Eng-
lish or vernacular newspa pct•, or in such other 
manner as the Lieutenant Governor may dire•.'t. 

Tho Committee may appoint one of the mem

Scct·ct.nry. 
het·s or any other person 
to be their Secretary. 

8. The president, or in his absence the vice· 
. . presid r.Pt, shall take the 

l'restdency at meettugs. chair a t C\'ery meetin.,. o[ 

the Commitiee. 1 n the ab~ence of both the pre
sident and vice-president, the members present may 
elect a chairman for the occasion. 

I 

I 
I 

.. ~ . ; .. 
~ ) .n .. ..case of equality of voles, the member pre

siding shall have a casting 
vote. Cnsting vote. 

i\' ot le~s than cmc- third of the total number of 
members shall form the 

Quorum. quorum nece~sary for the 
u·amaction ot' business. 

9. 'l'hc Commissioner of the Division shall he 
Commissioncl' ofDivi•ion entitled to attend all 

mny nttcncl mcetin~s , in - meetingsofthcCommitte~, 
spcct necounts, nml cnll for to have free acces~ to all 
information . l'Ceords and account.~, 
books, anti other documents of the municipality, 
nut! to make Sll(·h suggestions for the consideration 
of the Committee as he may deem fit, anti the 
Comm ittee s hall furni ~h him, so fat· as mav bP. 
practicable, with any informati on he may cnll for 
connected with the duties entrusted to it. 

All cotT('Spondencc between the Committee nnd 
the Local Government shall pass through the: 
C ommiss ioner ,,f the Division, 

PowEllS oP CoMMITTEEs. 

I 0. The Committee may define the persons or 
propt•tt y within the muni

l'ower to mnkc ""'css- ci)tallty to be taxed for 
ments ntH! levy taxes. 

the purposes of this Art., 
thc .am ount or rate of the t.axes to be imposed, 
and if such taxes rccei •·e t.hc sanction of the 
Lieuteminl Governor, hut not otherwise, they 
may i1~1pose the_m accordingly. 

11. It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant Go
Rules for eonfmuation vcrnor from time to time 

m11l collection of taxes . to ·~ke rules us to the 
persons by whom and tbc 

manner in which any asse•smcnt nf taxes under 
th is Act shall be coufit-med, and l'or the collection 
or ~uclt taxes. 

The Lieutwnnt Governor may from time to 
time repeal, altN, or add to s uch rules. 

i\'o t.cx shall be collected until it shall have 
been confirmed by the persons and in the maunet· 
hereinbefore referred to. 

I ·!. No rate on property made· under this 1\ct 
shnll be invalid fur defect 

Xo rn\c inruli<l foc· of forni, nntl it shall be 
defcc:t of fo1111 . 

etwt·~~h iu any such rate 
on property or any assessment of' value fot• the 
purpose of makin!!; such rate, if the property rnt('(l 
or a~sessed shall be so dcscriLed as tu he 'genet·ally 
kuown, and it shall not be necessary to name the 
ow ner or occupier thereo f. 

Bor.·owiug on JJebcntures, 

I :3. For raitiing money f'or tlJ'c purpose of exe
cuting works of a per

Power to borrow 011 mancnt n;,ture, any Com-
.lebcntnrc. . f . 

mtttce may, rom ttme 
to time, with the previous sanction ol' the Lieutenant 
Governor, issue d~bcnlures under the hands ofthe 
president and two other members of the Com
mittee, for such respective amounts ami at such 
rate or rates of interest, as the l.ieutenant Go· 
vr.rnor may think fit. 



14. A 11 ~nch debentures shall be paid oft'~ Al 
p ' par nt a time or time~t-to 

aymcnt of principal. be mentioned in such d'e-
bentures reapec·tively. 

15. The interest on all Stich debentures shall 
Payment of interest. be payable half·yea rly, on 

such day.; and at such 
plnce as shall be mentioned therein. 

16. All such debentures and all right to and 

Debentures trnnsfernhlc 
h.Y enrloraemcnt nncl cle
hvery. 

in respect of the principa l 
monies secured thereby, 
and all interest due and 
ac<-ruing . thereon, shall be 

tmnsferable by the endorsement and delivery of 
such debentures respectively. · 

17. Upon or fo1· tl1e repayment ofnny principal 
PoweJ· to raise money monie~ secured . under th~ 

for re-payment ofJJrineipnl. aulhor~ty of tlus J\ ct,, Ol 
any part of such momes, 

tl1e Committee may, with such sanction as afore
said, at any time raise by debentures all 01· any 
part of the amount of principal money repaid or 
to be repaid, and so f1·om time timt>as all o1· any 
part of any principal money for the ti111e being 
secured under this Act may require to be repaid ; 
but the amount to be seemed by ne\\' sec'urities shall 
not in any case exceed the principal money required 
to be repaid. 

All debentures to IJe issued undtr this Act,' ami 
the principal monies and interes t thereby secured, 
s~all be charged on and payable out of the muni
cipal fund of the municipality for which the Com
mittee issuing such debentures shall have been 
appointed. 

18. Every su~ debenture shall be in the form 
J?orm or ucbcn~m·e. given in the Schedule to 

this Ac·t;, or as ncar t.he•·e
to a• circumstances permit. 

19. Every order of the LiP.utenant Governor 
uulhorizing- a Committee 

Orders nuthorisinz Com~ b d 
IUittccs to borrow Oil de· to OI'I'OW lllOIIC)' on e- , 
bentm·cs. benturc, shall sp~cify the 

amount of' the loan, ancl 
the work for the execution of which rhe loan is to 
be rni~cd, and shall be notified in the local oflicial 
Gazet/r. 

Rules and By-laws. 

20. B-iery Committee may make rul<'s, besides 
!'ower of Committees to the rules prescribed in 

mnke rulea. this Act, lor r~gulatin~ 
. . the time and place of 

the1r meetmg, the conduct of their businesN the 
division of duties among . the members ol' the 
Committee, tllC salaries, appointment, gus pension, 
and removal of the pfficers nnd servants of the 
Committee, nnd other similar mutters. 

21. 'l'he Committee may appoint one o1· more 
Enforcement of rules of the1~ numbe1·. to carry 

and regulations. out then· rcsolullons, and 
to enforce the rules and 

regulations laid down under the provisions of this 
Act for the protection of the public health, or 
they may appoint a special officer o1· special 
officers for such purposes. 
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22. 1 t shall be Ia wful for nny Committee to 
make by-laws for defin
ing, prohibiting, and !e
movin" nuisances winch 
are not public or common 
nuisances under the Indian 

Power to mnke by-lnws 
ns to nuisnnccs, nnd rcgis
trntion ofbirths, mnrringcs, 
mul <lcutbs. 

Penal Code or under Act V. of 1861 (jor t!te Tegu
lulion of Poiicel and for the seeming of a proper 
recristration of births, marriage~, aud deaths, and for 
~a~rying out all or any of the purp.oses of t!tis Ac1. 
And such Committee may from tune to bme re
peal, alter, or add to such by-law;;. 

23. Every Cor>unittee shall exercise within the 
limits of the municipality 

J>ower to prohibit . ob- the powers conferred on a 
strnetion, &c. Magistrate by sections 
sixty-two and sixly-three of the Code of Criminal 
l'rocednrc. 

E1•ery Committee may excrci ' e the po_wers of .a 
. M.,gi ,; tmle of a district as 

Power to rcmol'e nm· de,cnbed in section three 
snnccs, &c. hundred and cioht of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, fo r th e .~movul of 
nui~ances, and in the exercise of such powers 'hull 
follow the procedure prescribed in chapte1· XX. of 
the same Code. 

2;;. No by-law and no alt~r.ation or repeal of 
Confirmation of by- or additiOn to, a by-law, 

laws. shall have effect until the 
same shall have been cnnfirn•ed by the Lieutenant 
Governor. 

All by-laws matle under this Act and all rules 
made under section twen-

l'ut.licntion of by-laws. ty of this Act, and all 
alterations ami repeal; ot, and addition;; to, such 
by-Imw and rules shall be · published for s uch 
Icnoth of time and in such manner as the Lieule
naltl Gol'eruor shall order. 

~ 6. Any Committee may agree witl1 the owners 
. of any land fo1· the pur-

Powc•· to ncqiilre lnllll. chase thereof for . the 
purpose; of this It ct. and may take conveyances 
of such land in the names of the president and any 

Power to sell. t\\:o members of the Com-
mittee; and may sell any 

pori ion of such land which is not required for thP. 
purposes afort•said, upon such terms and under 
such com!Jtions us the Committee shall think fit. 

The rec~ipt of the president nnd any two 
Hccci l iS. m~mbers or th •: Co ~u-

1 m1ttee for any momes 
paid to th<'m upon any such sale shall efl'ectually 
dischar!{e the pt>rsons pa.yinl! the same theref~om, 
or from being concerned to see to the application 
thereof, or being accountable for the non-applica
tion or misapplicatiou thereof; and the. proceeds 
of any such ~ale ~ hall be applied for the purposes · 
of thi~ 1\ct. "'-'-""\ 

27. The Lieutenant Governor may by order 
Limitation nntl ouspen- suspend or limit all or any 

si'?n of ]lowers of Com- of the powers of the 
1111ttec, Committee, and may also 
cancel any or the proceedings or rules of any 
Committee. · 
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PART V. 

RIGHTs, DuTIEs, AND LIADILlTIEs OF Co)nin"rEES, 

1lfunicipal Fund. 

28. All sums receind by the Commi'llce or 
~ . . any municil"tlity to whiclt 
dumctpnl fund. th-is Act extends, and all 

fines levied under this Act, nnd all receipts from 
property entrusted to and managed by the Com
mittee, shall constitut·e a fund which shall be called 
theM unicipal Fund of such municipality, and shall, 
together with all property which may became vest
ed in such Committee, be, under their control, a11d 
shall. be upplied by them as Trustees for the pur
poses of this Act. 

29. The funds -of every Committee shall be 
. kept in the Government 

Custntly ~~d <hslmrsc- Treasury of the District, 
mcnt of wumctpol fund. . tl IJ ,_ (., f ) 

1 
· or 10 te an.- 1 any o 

which the Government Treasury business shall 
have been made over. And no disbursement of 
such funds or any part thereof shall be made 
except under the signallu·e of the President, or 
Secrc·tnry, or two Commissioners. · 

30. Every Commiitec, so far as the municipnl 
fund at -~heir di~posal wif.l 

Duties of Committees. permit, shall, after pro,•id-
ing out of such fund for 

a police establishment in the mannet· hereinafter 
mentioned, keep the public Ftrccts, roads, drains, 
tanks, and watercourses of the municipality for 
which they are appointed, clean and in repair, and 
may cause such streets and rouds or any .of 
them to be watered und lighted ; 

and may construct" and provide for the mnnacre
ment of poor-houses, dispensaries, market-plac~s, 
and other works of g·eneralutility; 

And ge: erally may do all acts and things n~ccs
sary for the purposes of conservancy and local 
improvement, and :nay also lll ttke provisiun, by 
the establishment of new ~chools Ol' the aidincr of 
:tlready existing scl10ols or otherwise, for (he Jli'O· 
motion of edut·ation in the municipality fur which 
such Committee is appointed. 

Every contract made on behalf of any Corn-
Contrncts, mittee in res~ect ol any 

sum exceedmg ntpc<·s 
t-wenty, or in respect of any prope~·ty e~ceedin~~ 
·rupee~ twenty in value, shall be 111 wntiug-, and shall 
be si(Tued by the president und at least I wo mem
bers ~f the Committee, of whom one shall be an 
·('x-officio member, and, unless so execuled, shall 
not be binding on the Committee. .. 

11/unicipal Police. 

31. Eve:ry Committee shall provide in the first 
Provision for Police. place fr?m its funds for 

the mmntenance of the 
police establishment in the municipality. The mu
nicipal police shall be appoint~cl under such Act of 
the Governor G~nernl in Counc·il us may be appli
cable to the municipality, and their number s!Htll 
be fixed by the Committee in consultation wit·h 
the Inspector General of Police, suhjc ct to the 
final decision of the Lieutenant Goveruor: 

GOVT. OF lNDI.\ DJLLS-77 C 

Provided that such ~lJ)mbet' shall not exceed the 
proportion of one mnn to thirty honsc·s, unless at 
the special desire of the Committee. · 

32. The provisions of section thirty·four Q fAct 
At V f ISG\ . No. V. of 1861 (jortlte 

c . o • ·~ctum I z· .r 1" l' ) h 11 thirty-four to be in force l'egu a 1011 OJ 0 ICP S a 
' ' he in force in every muni-

cil?ality for which a Committee is appointed under 
th1s Act. 

33. The n~t~nicipal 

Police to oitl in carrying 
out ortlcr:t regarding nui .. 
s:mccs. 

polire in any municipality 
to 'vhich this Act shall 
have been extended shah 
he bound to carry out the 
orders issued by the Com

mittee for the prohibition and prevention of public 
nuisances, or nuisances defined to be such by any 
by-law made under section twenty-two of thill 
Act. 

34. Every Committee shall annually, or of
tener if directed by th~ 

Annu"l rcpnrl• n111\ •tntc- J · G 
rocut$ to ·be suhmittc<l, "ICutennnt . ovcrnor to 

d,) so, suhnut statement~ 
of their receipts on account of and disbursements 
from the municipal fund, and ul;o reports of all 
works executed Ol' pmceedings tuken by them 
·under the authority of this Act. The Committee 
shall also submit, at such time and in such form 
as may lie directed hy the Lieutenant Governor, 
nn estimate of their prolmbl<:> receipts for the finan
cial year next following, with proposals for their 
expenditure. 

Public Highways. 

35. All public highways in nny municipality 
. . . in which this Act is iu 

R~ght. of Comnuttcc 111 ~ ·ce not s )C ·ially re . 
puhhc hl'•hwnys. 01 • I c 

" · served by Government, 
toget·her with all erecti.Jns thereon nn<l ull mnt<'-
1 inls thereof, shall be vested in nnd belong to tho 
Committee. 

Laud re'Juircdjul' Public purposes. 

36. When any lund within the limits of auy 
municipality to which 

t::nlll require•\ for muni- thi~ Act is extended mav 
cipnl p_urposcs may he b · 1 fi 1 ' fnkcn u 1 nntlcr Act No. e requtrC( _or I IC C<lll-
Yl. of 1~5i. structJOn Or unprO'/Cil!ent 

of a highwuy, for tltc• 
prC>mution of the h•·althiness .of the uril.\hhourbood, 
.or for any other public purpose, .j\' the Committee· 
cannot u~-:rec with the owne-r for the purchn~e 
thereof, the u~utcmant Go\'CI'IIUr, on the recOil!· 
mendation of the Committee, may notify in the 
local ollicial Ga::l!tlc that such fond is required 
under the provisions of Act No. VI. of. l85i (j'11r 
the acquisition of lmul.for 71ublic JliiTJJOses), anti on 
payment hy the Committee of the (•OmJwnsation 
awarded under such Act, the land shull vest in 
thetu for the purpo~cs of this Act. 

Suits by and og(•inst Committee1. 

3i. ' Every Committee shall sue and be sued 
Suits by and against in the name of their presi-

Commiltees. dent. 
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No mrmber of a Committee shall be personally 
liable for any contracts 
made or cxp~nse incurred 
by or on behalf of the 
Committee, but the funds 

lllcmhers uot personally 
J~nblc fur ronlrnrts moue 
hy Committrc. 

from rime ro t.imP. in rhe hands of 1lle 
Commitlt•e shall be liable for aud clmrv;eablc with 
111l coutmct< ma:de i.n ~he 1nanner he1:cinbelorc 
provided. 

E1•err menobcr of a Committee shall be Ii'able 
· for any mis-application of 

Linhilitl· of member• for 1 ) lm·~ch or'trns~. money en trustee to trc 
Committee to which he 

Rhall ha\'(: hcer1 a party, or . which shall happen 
through m· be tiu• ilita led · h~ the neglect ufhis dut~·, 
and he shaH he liallle to be sued for· the same 111 

~uch Cow t ns tll!' Lieutenant Govemor shall direc t, 
us lo r 111oney due to GovcrumPnt. 

:JS. i'\ o sui t slmll be brou2;ht against a Corn-
• • • 

1 
mi'ttce or any 0f thei ~ offi-

:"\ohrc pr<-nous tJ. ning ~ . . . . ~ t · o-
ing suit .ngain :~ t Committee C( I ~ , 0 1 an_y pe.rson. ar Ill:. 
or its ollic<·rs. under .thell' dtrectton, for 

anything done under this 
Act 1 until the cxpirntron or' one month next after 
nolit·c in writin!! shall have been dt·livered or lt:f't 
nt the uffit·e of the Committee, or· at tht• place of 
ubode of such person, stating th.e cause of suit and 
t.he name and place of abode of the in1 cnded 
plaintiff, nr!d unless· such notice be proved, the 
Court shall find lor the defendan t.. E\1ery such snit 
shall he C<!llllllenced within three montlis next afl er 
the accrual of the cause of the suit, a~d not niter
wards. And i.f uny person to whom any such 
notice of suit is given, shall, before suit is broun·ht, 
tender ~11fficimt :uneru!<~ to the plaintiff, such pl~n" 
till' shall not recover.(\ ' 

PAfi.T VL 

Pr;NALTJ ilS AND PnosEcunoNs, AND f!EcovnnY 
OF HATES. 

:m. No member of n Committee or senraut of a 
l'~nnlt1· on momber or Committee· shall be· in

at•r•·our of n-Connnittc~ be· Wrested directly or in
mg inll•_rcstc~ iu ~nrrncts di1'Pctly in uny contmct 
mode "'til ComuuUcc. made with the Committee 
ruod if any such pe1·son. be so interested, he shuli 
th~1·ehy become incapable of. continuing in oflice 
,,. m employment as such member or servant, and 
shall be liable to a fine of nipees five bundr~d. 

l'~o,• ided always that no person shall be dis
'luahfied from acting as a member 01: servant of 
u Committee by reason that he holds debentures 
i•~ued by the Con:mittee unt.lcr· section thirteen of 
tlus Act. for mon~y lent, nor by being u slull'e
holder tn or member of any int·or·porated or 
1 egulatet.l. Company by reason of any conh:act 
E'ntered mto between Httch C0mpany and the 
Cummit!ee. Neverthel1•ss it shull not be lawful 
lor such sbarebolder or mr·mber to act as a 
mem!Jer of!he Committee in any matter relatina 
to any contract entet·ed into bet ween the Cou;: 
mittee and such Company. 

40. Whoever infr-inges an-y rule made under 
section twenty of thi~> Act 

Penalty for infringement or any by-law made and 
of b~·lawe or rulee, or nJn• fi · · 
pnymcnt or fines. co~1 rmed as d1rected m 

tlus Act, shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding rupee' fifty, and in the case 
of a continuing infringement, to a 6ne not exceed
ing rupees fi1·e for every day after notice from 
the Committee of such infringemPnt. 

In default of payment of any fine imposed under 
this section 1he defaulter sholl be hable to IJe 
imprisoned' for a term not exceeding eight clays. 

. 41. Prosecutions under. this Act for infrin~e
ments of rules, or by-

Prosecutions. laws, may be insti tut~d 

before any Magistrate by ,the <;om~1 itte~ or an:y 
pPvson nuthorillcd by the Commtttee m tlus. behall. 

41). All rates ant.! arrears of rntea imposed ..7---', 

under this Act may be J, ""' 

Recovery of rates. recovered as if they were 
finPs; in the manner prescribed i-n section sixl.)'-one 
of I he Criminal Pr:ocedure Code. 

SCH ED U I,.E .. 

FonM o p·D.EDEN'rURE(rejel'Ted to in SPC!iun eighteen. ) 

The Municipal Committee of 
The 1-8 

No. 
By vi rtne of Act of (the· 

1\'1 unicipal- lmprovPmeBts'· N. W. P. Act), we, the 
Municipal CommittPe of 'in consitler -
alion of the sum-o!" rupee& paid to us 
by A. B. of promise to pay to the said 
A. 13. or order th e sn id suno of 
rupees after the date hereof, too ethcr 
with interrst thereon at the rnle of o 1wr 
cent. per annum, payable half-yearly on. the 
day of am! the 
day of 

(Signatu1'e ofw·esident and two memlm·s 
of tloe Committee.) 

STATEMENT OF 0DJECTS A~D ll.EASOS S-

The exi8ting Municipal Act has by experien~ e 
heen found, in the Norlh-vVestem. Provinces, t.o 
be· delecti v.e in several points •. 

It has been found inconvenient that the intro
duction of the Act into any town should be con
tinl! ent on the submission of an application from 
the. inhabitan~~~ The necessi ty of improving !hP 
samtary condttton of tuwns, attd t.lie duty of pro
v. iding for that object by the raising of sufficient 
funds, are as yet imperfectly recognized by the 
people, who are therefore sometimes slow to move 
lor the intr.oduction of the Aet. A L the sam P
time, where Committees under the Act have been 
n ppointed motch-as,istanc;e has been received from 
the 1~1emb~r~ both in e_nrrying out improveme~ 
and m dcvtst-ng convent.ent modes of taxation. '>'!"~ \
is therefot:e desirable to enable the Local Govem· 
tnent to anticipate the exprrssion 'or a J!.eneral 
desire fur the promution · of inlprovenll'nts hy the 
introduction of' the Act, and to form a Committee 
in any town the· cit-cu.metances of which are such 
a~ to requit·e or justif.y the introduction of muni· 
t:l(•ul government. 

. I~ ~s desirabl~ ~]'so to define more clearly •he 
_ltal~Jltty of M umctpal <;olllmittees tn provide· from 
the!l' funds for the mamtet~an_ce of the municipal 
pohce, to enlarge the dcscrr pt~<m of the oljects to 
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:;hich, after providing for the police force, the 
IUnds of the municipality may be devoted, and 
thus to set at rest the doubts which have been 
started as to the legality of their appropriation to 
~he .support of educational, charitable, and simila1· 
II!Stltullons, which are peculiarly deserving of sup
yort from the locality iminediately benefitted. 

The p'resent law does not authorize Committees 
to borrow money for the construction of works 

'-"""'\ of permanent utility. Such works, however 
'llt"p, mgently required, cannot, therefore, in many 

instances, be undertahn, because the ordinary in· 
. c<lme is insuflicient to meet the ccst, and cannot 

be increased to tlie required amount without press
ing unfairly and i!ljuriously on the inhabitants. ft 
is proposed lo empower Committees to borrow 
mouey by debentures when the proposed works 
shall have received · the sanction of the Local 
Government. 

The powers of !he Committe~s in dealing with 
nuisances are also susceptible of more careful de
finition and partial enlargement. 

To accomplish these objects, and othe~wisc to 
enable the Local Government to supervise and 
improve municipal administration, tl1e present 
Bill, which has in a _j;reat measul·e been framed 
on the model of Act l~o. XV.of 1867, lately passed 
for the Punju b, is now brought fol'ward. 

(Signed) E. L. Bn.I.NDRETfio 

Calcutta, l 
T!te I 7 tiL .December h!67. f 

WrnTLEY SToKEs, 

.A.sst. SeC.If· to the Gout. f!f india, 

Home Dept. (Legislative.) 


