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THE 

~nmhal! ®nnrrnmrnf &aJtftt 
tl}ublislud bJ2 ~uthoritn. 

SATURDAY, 23nn SEPTEMBER 1876. 

1m" Sepa1·ate 2laging is given to this Pcwt, i?~ O?'de?' that it may be filecl as a sepamte compilation. 

PART V. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE LECI~lATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 

The following Extract from the Proceedings of the Governor of Bombay, 
in the Legislative Department, is published for general information :-

,Abstmct of the Proceed·ings of the Oo1mcil of tlte Governor of Bornbay, assembled for the 
p1wpose of •making Laws and Regulations, unde1· the p1·ovisions of "THE !NDI.\N 
·couNCILS AcT, 1861." 

The Counci~ ptet at Popna .on Tuesday, the 5th September 1876, at noon. 

PRESENT: 

His Excellency the Honourable SIR PHILLP EDMOND WoDJHOUsE, K.C.B., Governor 
of Bombay, Presiding. 

His Excellency the Honourable SIB CHARLES SnvELEY, K.C.B, 
The Honourable A. RooERS. 
The Honourable J . GIBBS. 
The Honourable the .A.miNG AnvocATE GENERAL. 
The Honourable MAJoR-GENERAL M. K. KENNEDY. 
The Honourable E. W. R.\VENSCROFT, C.S.I. 
The Honourable RAo SAHEB VIsHVANATH NARAYAN MANDLIK. 
The Honourable NACODA M!HO!dED AM RooAY. 
The Honourable DONALD GRAHA~r. 
The Honourable RAo B.a.HADUR BEOHERDAss A?dBAIDAss, C.S.I. 
The Honourable SoRABJI SAPURJI BENGALI. 
The ~onourablEI CoLONEL W. C. ANDERSON. 

Papers presented to the 
Council. 

The following papers were presented to the Council :

Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider and 
report on the Bombay Revenue Officers and Land Revenue Code 

Bill, No. 1 of 1875, on the first 'five Chapters of the Bill. 
v.-60 
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f I d. N 369 dated the 31st May Letter from tbe Secretary to the Government o n Ja 0 · ' ' , 1 th t 
1876, expressing the regret of His Excelhmcy the Viceroy and Go~r~or-~en~~'l. L ~J 
owing to a serious flaw in Section 6 of the Bill to amend _the Ltn~ re atmg: 0

. " ~ t ~h 
Revenue Administration of the City of Bombay, he is obhged t? w1thhold hi~ a~sen ° be 
Bill as passed by the Bombay Leaislative Council, and suggestmg that the Bill may e 
re-passed in· a correct form and th~n sent for the assent of the Governor-General. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India No. 365, dated 29th May _1876, 
stating that His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General ~as carefully COJlSldered 
the provisions of the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relatmg to. the powers and 
procedure of Mamlatdars' Courts and has reluctantly•come to the conclusi?n that he can
not give his assent thereto, communicating the reasons which hn:ve led ~1s E~celle_ncy to 
withhold his assent, and suggesting that the Bill be re-passed w1th ce1·tam modificatiOns. 

Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider and rep?rt on the Bill No. 6 
of 1875, being a Bill to amend Bombay Act II. of 1868 (The Femes' Act): 

l-/ The Honourable Mr. RAVENSCROFT:-Your Excellency will remember that some time 
Mr. Ravenscroft moves thnt ago we passed a Bill to amend ~he law relating ~o. the_ Land 

the nmon4ed Bombay Lnnd Revenue Administration of the City of Bomba~. 'Ilns B1ll was 
Revenue Bill, ~o. I. of 1876, sent for the approval of His Excellency ,the VIceroy and Gov
be rend n first tlme. ernor-General in Council, and in the letter from the Seet·etary 
to the Government of India, Legislative Department, dated 31st May 1876! it is ·pointed 
out that there was no objection to the O'eneral principle of the Bill, which m all respects 
met with the concurrence of the Govei~ment of India, but that in Section VI. there was a 
tla~v which co~pelled His Excellency the Viceroy to withhold hi_s assent.- 'l'h~ flaw 
referred to was m these words :-The third paraara1Jh of the 6th SectiOn ran-" SubJect to 
the previous sanction of Government, the Collector may delegate any of his powers under 
this Act, or under any other law for the time being in force, to any of his assistants," &c. 
'l'he words "under any other law for the time being in force'' were the words taken objection 
to, and therefore, to meet that o~jection, we have altered the sentence to this-''under any 
law which the Governor in Council is able to repeal or affect." This is the only alteration 
.which exists in the present Bill upon that which has been passed by the Council; and l:Iis 
Excel-lency the Viceroy having expressed his willingness to pass the Bill if those words were 
altered, it only remains for me to move that the Bill be now read a first time. The details 
and the principle of the Bill having been considered ca,refully when we went through the 
Bill in the spring, I do not think it is necessary to go through them again. 

Tho Bill read n first time. The Bill was then read a first time. 

The Honourable Mr.' RA V'ENSCROFT-As it is a mere formal matter of the alteration of 
Mr. Rnveuscroftwovcs that balf a dozen words, it seems unnecessary that the Council should 

th~ . IJill be puss~d t-hrough its postpone the further consideration of the Bill to another meetirto-, 
,.,mo_us stnges ut t-he present and unless there is any obiection I propose that the standil~o-
muct,mg. d d J '. • o 

. . or er~ be suspen ed so that the Bill may be passed through Its 
d1fferent stages at the present time. 

'l'hc Bill read n second and '!'he word "alter" was subsituted for "affect" in the amended 
third time aud passod. sentence, and the Bill was read a second and third time and passed. 

The Honourable Mr. Rom;tts :-The Council are aware that on the 23rd of March last 
we passed a Bill No. 5 of 187 5, a Bill to consolidate and amend 

llfr. Rogers movt•s t:ho first the law relatin!! to the powers and procedure of Mamlatd-', 1·s' 
rending of tho amended C ~ " 
.Mamlutdur:;' Courts Dill No. ourts; and when this Act went up for the sanction of the Go-
11. of 187G. ' · ;ermnent of India they objected to certain provisions in it. 

. . . The letter from the S13cretary to the Government of India in 
'~hich the obJeCtiOns were sta.ted has beer~ prod~1ced b~fore the Council. 'l'he chief objec
tiOns taken were_ t.hat som~ of the se.cti_ons of the Bill, as t.he local Council had passed it, 
w~r~ not exactly m acc01:d w1t_h the Cnmmal Procedure Code. I beg now to introduce 
Brll No. II. o~ 18_76, whwh will a,mend a.ll those sections that the Govemment of India 
~mve taken obJe~tiOn to; a:nd 1 beg to propo8e_that, as there are one or two questions which 
tt would be .adv1Pahle to dtscuss more m detail t.ha.n they could be discussed before tl 
who~e Council! a Select Committee shoulJ be :t.Pl">inted to eonsiclcr it and to discuss tho~= 
part1cular subJect.o,;. At present, I move merely that the Bill be read a first time. 

Tho Bill read a fh-st timo and The Bill was thl:lu read a first time. 
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The Honourable Mr. RoGERs :-I now beg to move that a Select Connnittcc he ap-
pointed to consider this Bill in detail and present their report to 

referred to a. Select Com-
mittee. the Council as soon as possible, the Committee to consist of the 

Honourable Messrs. J. Gibbs, V. N. Mandlik, the Advocate
General, and the Mover. 

The Bill was referred to the Select Committee named with instructions to report· 
within seven days. . 

The Honourable Mr. Grnns :-I have to move tb~t Bill No. 6 of 1875, being a Bill to 
. . amend (Bombay) Act II. of 1868 (the Bombay Ferries' Act), be 

Mr. Gtbbs moves t~c wt~h- withdrawn. I mn.ke this motion in accordance with the recom-
drnwal of the Fornes B1ll . · · · b 
No. G of 1875. ' meudat10n of the Select Conumttee. 'fhe Council will remem er 

. that the object of this Bill was to enlarge the powers which were 
gtven under the old Act, and to include certain coasting ferries, if one may so call them, or, 
rathe,r, to make certain existing voyages into ferries ; and the Select Committee found 
that there were such practical difficulties in the way of extending the meaning of the word 
" ferries, " used in Act II. of 1868, in the manner set forth in the second section of the 
Bill, that they were quite satisfied it had better be withdrawn. ]'or instance, it was pro
posed to declare that there was a public ferry between Bombay n:nd Bankot, and the Com
mittee found the steamer that performs the journey only goes, I think, every altel'nate day. 
Considering thn.t fact, n.nd th~ time the journey takes, it would be an immense hn.rdship to 
prevent all other boats carrying passengers, which was the object with which this Bill 
was brought in. Without saying anything with regard to goods, the interference wi~h the 
passenger traffic alone, even if there was daily communication, would be simply creatmg an 
enormous hardship on the people inhabiting the Bn.nkot district, a.ud no public convenience 
could be conferred which would anything like compensate for it. It wu~ also wished lo 
declare the run between Sumt and Gogo to be ferry, and the Comnuttee came ver,y 
much to the conclusion that we might just as well declare the voyage from Bombay to 
.Aden, or fi·mu Bombay to Southampton, to he a ferry. These are some of the practical 
difficulties the Committee met with at the outset, and which quite satisfied them that the 
Bill had better be withdrawn, and that if legislation were necessary for the improvement.<> 
of the ferries-for instance, those across the harbour of Bombay-somo fresh proposal 
should be brought before tho Council to efiect such improvements. Therefore, in accord
ance with the recommendation of the Select Committee, I beg now fonnally to move th:~t. 
Bill No. 6 of 1875 be withdmwn. 

The Honourable Rao Ba.hadur BwmmDAss .A)!IlAIDASs :-I hn.ve great pleasure in 
. supporting the recommendation of the Select Committee, and 

Mr.dJJtclchcrclnt~s Ambntdnss the motion of my honourable friend Mr. Gibbs, to wit.hdr:tw the 
sccon s 1e mo ton. . . . 'k t. t 1 t d :E'enws' Bill No. G of 1875. In cases h e tllose con emp a e 
by this Bill, I think it would in all probability be more advantageous and conv:enient to 
follow the ti·ee-trade system throughout the Presidency, and as regards other femes, to r~st 
content with the existing law, Act II. of 1868. I think we should not extend monopohes 
which are opposed to public interests. I have the sanguine ]LOpe that other honourable 
members will c.oncur in this view and do away with the Bill altogether. 

'rhe Bill withdrawn. The Bill was then withdrawn. 

011 the motion of the Honourable Mr. Rocums, the Honourable Colonel Anderson! 
and the Honourable Messrs. V. N. Mandlik and Mahomed Ali 
Rogay were re-appointed members of the Select Committee 
appointed to consider and report on the Bombay Reveuue Offiee1-s 
and Land Revenue Code Bill (No. 1. of 187fJ) .. 

R~·nppointments of 'mem
bers to ~he Solcci; Committee 
on the Revenue Code Bill. 

His Excellency the President then adjoumctl the Council qntil Wed.nestby, 
20th of Septcwber, at uoou. 

the 

I'ooua, 5th Se.pleitlbu 1.876. 

G. C. WJIJTWOitTH, 

Acting 0 mkr-Sccrctary to Govcnuucnt. 

---- --
J .v .~ II ~A Y : J•l: I;-, lt:IJ ,\'1 'Ill,..; t .o\ l.lth :ll t::. 'l « J.S'IHt\f, I J. l: ~ > 


