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. The following Bill, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
accompanying it, is published in accordance with B.ule ·22 of the Rules. for 
the conduct of business at Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the 
Governor of Bombay for makiJlg Laws and Regulations :-

:Bill No. III of 1896 .. 
.A Bi ll to amend .Act VIII of 1870 (an 

Act f m· the pl'evention rf the mtu·dm· of 
Female Infants). 

Whereas it is expedient to amend as to 
the Presidency of Bombay, in manner here
inafter appearing, .Act VIII of 1870 of the 
Governor Genera.! of India in Council,, being 
au .Act for the prevention of the mlll'der of 
female infants: And whereas the previ
ous sanction of His Excellency the Go\'er
nor General requir·ed by section 5 'Of the 
Indian Councils Act, 1892, has been ob
tained for the passing of this Act; it is 
hereby enacted as follows : 

1. After section 7 of Act VIII of 
. . 1870 (an Act for t.bfl 

A.dd1t10n of two now prevention of the 
sectiOns. murder of female in· 
fauts) there shall be inserted the following,. 
·ciz.:-

v.-Hi 

"8. It slmll; be lawful for tlie €f.o •. 
vernor in Council by notification to· 
direct that the whole or any part of any 
moneys, m· of any income or accumulat
ed interest acCI·ued or accruing from 
any moneys, heretofot·e or hereafter 
levie~l ot· . recover~d ft:o~, .or paid by, 
auy mhabttants of the Dtstt•tct of Kait·a 
or of the District of Ahrnedabad un.det· 
ot· £or the purposes of this Act, or any 
rule made in put·suance thereof,. shall be 
placed to the credit respectively of the 
Local Boards established for the said 
Districts under the Bombay Local 
Boards Act, 1884, and ft·om time to 
time by notification to. cancel or vary 
any such notification. 

"9. Notwithstanding anything oon. 
tained in section 7, this Aot shall be 
deemed to extend, and from the 21st 
day of December 1870 to have extended 
to the Presidency of Bomba,y." , 
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STATEMENT OF OBJI~C'L'S ANI;> ltEASONS. 

. h t" f the ' Governor Genet•al of · 
. I~ 1870 it 'Y

1
as firtecte~·s::!~ ~0~ s~~~ ;l~;ention of female i.nfauticido 

India m Counm, t ta mea ards the Kadva and Lewa 
should be takeu t~nd~r Act VIII 0~ 1: 7d0 asd r«~f ~ ·a and in .A pril1871 rules 
Ktmbis in the districts of .A.bme a a . an .m.' ' the a ment of certain 
wei·e made under section 2 of that.Act, prescnbmg p y I 1873 
fees fm· the reaistration of bir·ths, deaths an~ other ru~tte~s. n a. 
fund r-ailed the 0 Infanticide Fund was fot·med m each chstrwt of the fee:> 
collected l\nder these rules. 

2. Sub~cquent.Jy, ~n rep1·esentation~ received: ,the 'ru~es were g~aced i? 
abeyance and, in 1889, othe.t· rule~· were framed. J bese rule$. eont,uned no 
provision as·to the manner m whteh the Funds should be spent.· 

3. 'l'he accumulated fees could be put to no useful. r :{·rpose contem
pla.ted by the Act, and Gov_el'llment wet·e ach•ise_d that exgu:ndi ture on a?y 
pm·poses not contemplated m ~hat Act would, m the abs~nce of specml 
legislative authority, be illeg!ll; 

4, 1'he Infanticide Funds of the Kaira and Abmedahacl Districts uow 
amount to about Rs. 8,736 and Rs. 62,452 respective.Jy. T~ey have been 
accumulating at interest fo1· more than 20 years, and thet·e appears to be uo 
pt·acticable scheme fo1· spending them in a useful manner and at the same 
time in a manner free from all legal objections. 

5. It is certainly undesirable that tl1ese Funds should continue to lie 
idle for au indefinite period, and it is the object of the- proposed leg islation 
to h·ee Government from the obligation to spend the ·Funds solely in tho 
way indicated in the Act. / , 

6, The fact that the fees were collected ft·om the Lewa and Kadv'i. .. 
Kunui castes alone cannot be lost sight of. But in view of the pt·actical · 
difficulti~s connected with any suheme for now apportioning t.he Funds to 
the persons or even to the castes from whom the fees we1·e collected, and 
in view also of the fact that .expenditure by the Local Bo~rds of the Kaira 
nucl Ahmedabad Districts must nece!'lsarily benefit the Lewa and Kadva 
Kunbis who form so important an element of the a"'ricultural population of 
those districts, it is considered that the best practi~able scheme wo'hld be to 
hand over the Kaira and Ahmedabad Infanticide Funds to the Local Boards 
of the Kait·a. and. Ahmedabad Distl'icts respectively, aud to leave those 
Boards full discretiOnal'y power to spend the Funds on water-supply sani· 
tation, education, communications and othet•local improvements. ' 

7. The previous sanc~ion of the Governor Geueralt'equired by section 5 
of the Statute 55 and 56 V10t., c. 14, bas been obtained for ·the introduction 
of this Bill. · 

Pouna, 14th Septtjmue1• 18_96. · (Signed)' R. Bmowoon. 

Bg Ol'dCJ' of Hid Excellency tlte Right Honom·able t11e Govei'rwr 
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. .:::3. L:BA'l'CHELOH 
Seoretury to the Council of t~e Governor of Bombay 
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