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. The following Bill, together with . the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
aceompanying it, is published in accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules for the 
conduct of busiDess at Meetings of -the Council of His Excellency the Governor 
of Bombay for making Laws ~tnd Regulations :-

Bill No. IT! of 1895. 

A Bill to amend the Knrc[chi Port Trust Llct, 1886. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the 
Bo. A. vr of Karachi Port '!'rust Act, 1886, in manner 

3, In section 8 of the said Act, the 
Ampndmcot of sec- following words shall 

J&8G. hereinafter appearing; It is enacted as 
follows:-

tion 8. be repe~Lled, uiz. :-
" and by the municipal commis. 

sioners," 

Bo. A. VI of 
1886, 

1. Sections 2 and 3 shall come into force 
Commencement. on the first d'l.y of 

Apr il, 18!)7. 'fhe rest 
of this Act shall come into force at once. 

2. In the Karachi Port Trust Act, 18Sti, 
hereinafter referred 

. Amendment of sec- to as the said Act., in 
tlon 7. t' 7 I f h sec Ion t 1ereo t e 

" or of the said commissioners, as the 
case may he," 

" and the President of the Municipality 
of Karachi," 

"respectively," 
"or by the municipal commissioners,'' 
"or municipal commissioners, as the 

case may be," 
4. Section 10 of the said Act and the words " and two shall be elected by the 

municipal commissioners of Karachi from 
amona their own number" shall he repealed, Ropcnl of. section 10 

d fo th d " t " 1 •t f 11 and c.£ port1on of soc-

first portion of sec
tion 11 thereof down 
to and inclusive of the 
words "In every other 

an or e wor , wo w 1ere 1 o ows I ti6n 11 
the word' "behalf," the words "and three'' .. · 
shall be sqbstituted. . caSe'' are repealed. 

v.-36 
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5. In section 12 of the said Act, the first 
paragraph, nnd, in 

• Amendment of sec· the second l>ara.gL"CIJ>h 
t10D }2. 
. the words "and by the 
Municipal Commissioners" are repealed. 

6. In ·section 21 of the said Act, the 
words fL·om ''until a 

• A~ondmont of sec- schedule" to "direct
t•on .l. d d b" A t" e un er t IS c 
shall be repealed ; and in the third pro
viso to the same section, for the words 
"day aforesaid," the words and figures 
"31st March, 1887," and fot· the words 
"date notified by the Governor in Coun
cil under Section iO ", the words and 
figures "1st Apr1l, 1887," shall be substi
tuted. 

7. In section 27 of the said Act the 
words "upon and 

Amendment of sec- after the date notified 
tion 2.7. 

by Govemment under 
section 10, shall be repealed. 

8. .After sect.ion 27 of the said .Act the 
Insertion of n. new following section sball 

section nrter section 2'i. be inserted, viz. :-
" 27 A. Nothing in this Act or in 

Saving of right of 
Hor Mnjcsty io tho bed 
of ~he sen. 

any other <'nact
ment of the Gover
nor of Bombay in 
Council shall be 

deemed to affect the proprietary right of 
Her Majesty to the bed of the sea facing 
lands on the shore w'hich are vested in Her 
Majesty, or the right of H eL· lVI ajesty to 
reclaim any part of the bed of tbe sea ; 
but' the Board shall have, on and along 
the outer boundary wa.U or line and to 
seaward of any such reclamation of a part 
of the bed of the sea., the same rights, if 
any, as it would have under this Act or. 
:my such enact.meut ns aforesaid, on .or 
along the stmnd, or fot·eshore or to sea
ward of the same, if no such reclamation 
had been made." · 

· !J, To cluuse (3) of section 29 of the 
said. Act, there shull 

Antenumcnt of sec- be added the follow
t.ion 29 (3). 

ing:-
" and with the sanction of Govemment 

as to the funds to be contributed by t.he 
Board for the purpose, light-houses 
beyond the said distance ·at the mouths 
(}f the Indus and at Cape Monze, or the 
maintenance and lighting thereof." 
10. In section 35 of the said Act., the 

Amendment of s\lC· following amendments 
tion 85. shall be made, t'iz. :-

(a) For the words "'l'he Board," the 
first time they occur, the words ".<\n 

officet· appointed by the Board in this 
behalf" shall he substituted ; 

(b) 'For the word "them" the word 
"him " shall be substituted; 

(c) For the words "one hundred" 
the words "Hve .hunch·ed" shall be sub
stituted . 

(rl) For the words " thirty-~ix hours 
from the f'erYice of the Board's notice" 
the words " twelve hours from the 
service of such notice as aforesaid '' shall 
be substituted. 
11. In section 43 of the snid 'Act the 
Atnell(lmcnt of scc· last para.gt·aph sball 

tion 43. be repealed. 
12. In section 44 of the said AcL, for t.he 
Amendment of sec- word" Government ' ' 

Lion 44. the words " the Com-
missioner" shall be substituted. 

13. For section 45 of the sn.id Act 
tllet·e slwll be substituted the following, 
viz.:-

" 45. The t,olls, dues, rates and 
charges presrribed under section 4:1 shall 
not be leviable in respect of any vessel 
employed by Govei·nment solely for . the 
transport of officers and soldiers of H er 
:Majesty's Regular l!'orces, nor in r espect 
of the baggnge or other effects of any 
such officers and soldiers landing or 
embarking at the Port. 

"But in respect of all such vessels or 
such officers and soldiers as aforesaid, 
their families, their baggage or their 
effects, the Board shall, in addition to 
their duties in the landing and embark
ing of any of the same, perform and 
supply all such reasonable services aml 
acco111modation as may from time to 
time be ·requit·ed by Government, and 
shall receive pnyment for all such sen•ices 
and accommodation on such terms and 
for such periods as may from time · to 
time l>e determined by Government in 
confe.rence with the Board." 

14. For clause 

Amendment of sec· 
tion 61 (3). 

( 13) ~f section 61 of the 
said Act the follow

. ing clause shall he 
substituted, viz. ;-

"(3) such · sums as Government may 
from time to time require the Board to 
contribute on account of expenses in con· 
nection with the harbour-police and policu 
employed in guarding the docks, ware
houses and other property of the Board, 
und on account of medical' services sup
plied in the port, in lieu of or in addition 
to any expenditut·e· which Government 
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may direct to be made from the funds or I . 
hospital port-dues, the control or appli-.. 
cation of·which is by sections 36 and 50 

X or J ~s ~. of the Indian Ports Act, 188!>, vested in 
GoYermnent." 

(b) before the word "understated,'' 
each t.ime" it occurs, the words " mis
stated or" sha.U be inserted. 

15. In section 74· of the said Act, the 
Amendment of sec· foflowlng amendments 

tion 74. shall be made, ·viz.:-
(a) before the word "weight," each 

time it occurs, the word " description" 
shall be inserted ; 

16. To section 76 
Amendment of of the said Act the 

section 76. following words slmll 
be added, v·iz. :-

"unless such damage or mischief is 
in no way attributable to the order, act 
or improper omission of such officer." 

STA'l'Ei\fENT OF OBJECTS AND REA.SONS. 

The object of this Bill is to effect the following amendments, which it 
is desimble to make, for the reasons hereinaftet· stated, in the Karachi 
P ort Trust Act, 1886 :-

(I) By sections 2 aud 3 of the · Bill it is proposed to effect a 
change iu the composition of the Boat·d by withdmwing ft·om the 
Karachi. Municipality the right of electing two ?.fembet·s as Port 
'l't·nsteos, and by gi.,.ing the Chamber of Commerce the right to elect 
three Members instead of two 11s heretofore. 'l'he Municipality has 
no necessm·y connection with commerce, and it is deemed undesirable 
that, it should retain a connection with a Port 'l't·ust wl1ich is not conceded 
to the Members of the C01·poration of Bombay. By section 1 of the 
Bill this change is howevet• postponed to the expiry of the term fot• 
which the pt·esent nominees of the Municipality were elected. 

(2) Sections 4 to 7 and 11 of the nill ar0 intended to remove ft·om 
'the Act provisious which have now become obsolete. 

(3) It is expedient to place beyond doubt the right or Govern
ment to reclaim on. the foreshot·e in ft·o'nt of lands bclongin~ to it 
without pt·ejudice to any rights to levy landing-fees, &c., which tne Act 
vests in the Trustees. This it is proposed to do by section 8 of the Bill. 

(4) The Bmwd is at pt•filsent empowered to coustl'llct and maintain 
light-houses within n. disLance of three miles of the port limits only. 
It is now deemed important that the Board should be empowered to 
undet·t.ake works which would render the mot'e diMtant coast-· 
approaches safe for •navigation. An addition to section 29 (:3) of the 
.Act has been introduced by section 9 of the Bill fot• this. pm·pase. 

( 5) Section 1 0 of the Bill is intended, by amendments of section 35 
of the Act, to vrovide more prompt and effectual contt·ol in the cnse of 
vessels unnecessat·ily lying alongside the piet•s and wharves to the 
prejudice of other traffic. 'l'o secw·e promptitude, it is proposed that a. 
duly appointed officer should be empowered to give orders for the 
removal of such vessels instead of requiring the Board to act in each 
instance. The charge of Rs. 100 per diem, which the Board is at present 
authorizecl.to recover on non-compliance with such orders, is an in
sufficient deterrent, masters of vessels being able to recover as much as 
£40 per diem as demurrage). It is therefore proposed to raise the 
maximum charge leviable on non-compliance with an order under 
section 35 to Rs. 500, and to make the liability commence on the 
expiry of twelve hours from the service of a notice under that section. 

(6) It is proposed by section 12 of the Bill to give the Commis
sioner in Sind the power to sanction remission of tolls and charges 
which bas hitherto been exerciseable by Government alone, 'l'he 
object is to save time. 
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(7) Governw~nt are advi~ea that section 45. of th~ . Karachi P .ort 
Trust Act·is illconsisteut with· seGtion 143 of .the Army Act,. wbwh 
exempts all troops from tolls. The object ofsection 13 of the ~ill'is to 
remove this inconsistency, but to enable Government at the same time 
to call for a~!i l'emunerate, on terms to be agreed upon with the Board, 
c~rtain services and accommodation which the Board is in a position to 
afford at the time of the landing and embarking of troops. 

(8) The purpose of section 14 of the Bill is to authorize Govern
ment to r<miiire the Trustees to pay such contribution towards the 
actual cost of harbour-police and police employed in guarding the pt·o
perty of the ~oard~ and towards>the actual cost of medical services in 
the port as mllffrom time to time appear reasonable. 

(9) The opject of section 15 of the Bill is to make the provi
sions of section 74 of the Act applicable to intentional misstatements 
in the description of goods on which tolls or other charges are leviable. 

(10) Section 16 provides fm: a slight amendment of the .Act; which 
is necessary to enable the Board to recover compensation for any damage 
or mischief done to its property by any vessel with a pilot on board, 
when such damage or mischief is not attributable to any fault of the pilot. 

(Signed) J. NUGENT. 

Bo.mlJay, 21st JJecomber 1895, 
~~ 

By order of His Erccellency the Right Honoumble ~he Governo1·, 

M. H. W. HAYWARD, 

Secretary to the Council of the Governor of Bombay 
for making Laws and Regulations. 

Bombay, ,"J.'Jrd JJocember 1895 • 
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