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WSepa?·ate.pag·ittg is given to this Part, i?t ord,c?' thnt it may be lilecl aa a sepcwato compilation. 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'l'he following Bill was introduced in the 
Council of the Govel'llor General of Indin. t'ot· tho 
purpose of making J.JiiWS and Regulations OU the 
15th October 1896 :-

Bill No. 26 of 1896. 
A Bill to provide for tke C:J:Ciitptiolt fro1it tke 

opcrati01t of tmmicipal ln!os of ccl·tai1t lm·ild
i1t:J8 ctwt lands tvk·ick ttrc lite prupcrt!f, or itt 
lac OVCllll(lliOit, of 00I/CI'It1/tlntt tlltd sit·w~ te 1Vitk
i1t lkc t·itJtits of ct litutticipality. 

WnEJtt:AS it is expedient to pro1•idc fm· the 
m.:cmptiou from the operation of muuici1ml laws of 
ccJ·tain buildings and lands whic.:h arc the.: property, 
or in the occ.:upatiou, of Govcmmcnt and sittmtc 
within the limits of a municipality; It :s hereby 
enacted a.~ follows : 

1. (1) Thiti Act may he called the Government 
'F•,i.o, extent ami com· lluildiJJg~ Act, 1896. 

UlCih .. ~ IIU.\Ht, 

(.'J) 1t extends to the whole of: British India; 
and 

(U) It ~hall come into force at once. 

2. In this Act the expression "Municipal Com
mittee" includes a Mnnici-

Dcfinition•. pal Corp01-il.tiou or 11 hod y 
of Municipal Commissioners constituted by Ol' under 
the provisions of any law or e~mcnt for the time 
being in force; and the cxpl'OSSton " Government 11 

includes a Local Govc111ment n.s well as the Gove111•' 
ment of India. 

VI,-52 

3. (1) Nothing· cont:aincd in any law OJ' cn:wt· 
mont for the time lJoing in 

Jo:xcllljltiou ol' GowrllliiCioL ffli'CC.: to I'C'rttlnte tho crcc-
huiltliut,rg from rnuuic!Jml tir111 I'C•t'l'l~tiurl COI IStruc-
la.w::s (,u re;ulntc thu crl.!t'l1U11 1 • ' • ' • 

de,, u( buih.lint,;:S withiu l~' 'HI, a.JtcrallOII 01' UltlrlHLCH· 
unouiciJ«liticd, :mcc uf: lmilding·ti within 

the limits of any muuic.:i
pality shall apply to any lmildiurr whic.:h is the 
1•ropcrty, or in the oc.:cupatirm, of Govcl'tlmcnt, or 
which is to he erected on land which is the property, 
or in the occupation, of: Government: 

(9) When the crccticm, L'c·ct·cction OJ' altoratio~ 
of: auy such hu!laing as af:orc:aid is c.:ontcmplated, 
reasonable notwe of the lll'oposcd work shall he 
given to the Mnuicipal Committee hcforc the work 
of: or~'Ctiou, rc·crection OJ' aiLcmtion i~ commenc~'<l. 

4. (1) In the case of :my snch building as i6 
• . men tiou~'<l in the la.~t pre

Control <•vut' tho urccL!Ol'• ccdin<r section the Munid-
cLc., of Oovcrmuunt lmlld· t't • ' 

iogs within municipnlitics. )nil Committee of Huch 
municipality, or any persou 

authorized by it in this behalf, may, with the 
permission of the r ... oc:~l GovcrnlllCIIt proviou~ly 
ohtain~'<l, hut not otlwrwisc, and suhj~'<:L t{J any 
J'CstJ·ictious or conditions whkh may, hy general or 
sp~'Cial ot'<lcr, he impos<.'<l hy the ] ... ooal Gowmnu:ui, 
iuspcct tho said laud aml lmilclinlf and all pln.ub 
connectt'<l with its erection, t·e-ercctwn, construetiuu, 
alteration m· maintcnauco, a.~ the case ma,v he, and 
may submit to the L()(.>ul Government 11 statement 
iu Wt·itiug of u.uy obj~'<:tious or sug~:,rcstions which 
such :i\iunicipal Comnrittcc mav deem fit to make 
with reference to such erection, rc-crection, con
struction, alteration OL' maintenance. 

(2) Every objection or ~uggcstion submitted Ill! 

aforesaid shall lJC colll!idun.>d by the Loc'lll Govern· 
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ment, which shall, after such iuve:tigu.tion, if an~, 
as it shall think advisable, pu.ss o1'dcrs thereon, and 
the bu I.bng referred to therein shall be erected, 
TC·creclcd. CODStl,lCted, a.)tel·ed OJ' maintained, as 
the case may l>o, in accorda.ncn with snch orders : 

P1·ovided that, i£ the Local uovcmment over
rules or dib1ega1·ds any such objection or sug:-

gestion as aforcs:tid, it shall give its 1·eason ; for so 
doing iu writing·. 

(8) Eveq order p:1sse(l by the Local Gove~· 
mcnt unde1· this section shu.ll be subject to revl
siou by the Governor General in Uouncil, but not 
othel"lvisc, aU(l the decision of t;hc Governor Gcncml 
in Council thereon shall he Jinal. 

S'l'A'rEMEN'l' OJ<' OllJEC'l'S AND B.l~ASONS. ( 

THE l>rovisions of the various Acts in force rcgariliug the rcgnl:Ltion of ·buildiug·ti in muuicipaliLics tdL 
in the main on thc i\Pecessity for controlling builditw and the maintenance of buildings with due rcg-,nd to 
engineering and sanitary exigencies, and the ]lOWers "::onfcl'l'ccl upon Mnuicipal Committees with this object 
in the several ~unicipal Acts arc wide and more or Jess :1bwlute. It has hecn on several occasions I'Cprcscut
ed t' the G;~vemmeut of Ind:a that in the case or Go,·crument lmildiugs this necessity does not exist, as the 
rcquhcmcuts in question arc secured by departmental regnlat'ions and the advice of the experts who arc 
employed by tho State for the l)l"Opcr execution and supcl'vision of public works. Moreover, as 1·cgards works 
relating to imperial defence, it i s eviqcnt tlmt, if dii·cct cont·rol is to be effectively exercised by Municipal 
Committees, the power of inspection must extend to the examination, on dcm:Lnd, of plans and l'Cconls which 
may be of a ~trictly confidential character, and this esamination is inconsistent 'vith the secrecy which, for 
obvious reasons, is csseutial in these matters. It, will be gencmlly admitted that the Government cannot 
permit its designs for the improvement of its cmtst hattct·ies, magazines or arsenals to beCOl)lC 11ractically 
public property merely because such designs lwve to be carried out ,vi thin a municip:tl area in which the 
local law requires their sub1uission to the municipal authorities and admits o·E extraneous and, it may be, 
arbitra1·y intcrfe1·enec with them. 

2. The object of this Bill is, therefore, t:o cXClllpt. f rom such rcgulaLions all buildings which are situate 
\vi thin municipalities and arc, Ol' arc to be CJ·cctecl upon laud which i ~, the property, or iu the occupation, of 
the Uovcrumont. 'l'he Government of lm)ia have, ho\\"Cver, uo desire to ignore t he intemal anangcments 
and general administration of unmicipaliLics. On tilt· '··ii11tmry, they coJ~o;idcr it iuunmheut 011 the Adminis
tration to frame its projects with lull eonsidemt;on f,,,. Lite gcncmi]JI<HJS of any municipal body concerned; 
and they considc1· it rC:J.smmblc aud 1·ight tlmt mnnicip;d bodies shoulcllmvc opporL11nitics of eriLiuiziug sucb 
prt.jects; but the linal judgment on objections aud suggc;tions must rest with the J~ocal Government which 
has undc1tu.ken tl1cm, and not w;th u Municipal Board, which is itself tmder the control of the Local Gov
eJnml'llt. It is propo~td m the Bill, therefore, to provide that rcasonalJie notice of any. work which. it is 
in~cndL'<I by the Govc.mment to uudcJJ take; shall be g·ivcn to the municipality couccrncd; that the .Municipal 
Com n"tteu cihall be perm.ttccl, subject to sn t:tbl~ sal:eg·uards, to !uspcct the luud and the Jllans; t!mt any 
l"CJII'C:;cut.at on such Mun:c:pal Comm;ttec m:ty tl u11k ht to make w,th reference thereto tihall be rccctvcd aud 
conBldercd by the Local Go\•crument; that the \\"Ol'k shall· he execute([ in strict acconla.ncc w:~h t.hc orders 
p11Ssl'll by the Local ~~vcrnment ou suc!1 a rcprc;ent~tiou; :11~d that cvcl'y order so passed shall he" Iiahlc, in 
the IIISt resort, to l'CVlSIOU by the Governor GcnemlJu Couuc1l. , .. 

'l'l&e JOtl1 Octoua1· 1896. lSignc<1) . J .. WoonnuRN. 

l'. HARVEY .JAMBS, , 
Secretary Lo · the Govcmmcnt of India . 
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