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PAl~T VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDtA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'l'be following Bill was introduced in the 
Council of the Governor Genernl of I udia for 
t he purpose of making Laws aud Regulations 
on the 30th July 1896 :-

No. 17 of 1896. 

Li Bill to 11rovide for the scgregatio 1~ of pcmpe1· 
le71ers and the coiltrol of lepers fotlo10 ing 
ccrtai11 callings. 

WnEnEAS it is expedient to provide for th9 
segregation of pauper lepers ancl the control of 
lc}JCrs following certain callings ; li is hereby 
enacted as follows : 

. 1. (1) This Act may 
T1tle, extent and com· be called the Lepers Act 

moncement. 
1896

. 1 

(~) It extends to the whole of British India.; but 
(3) It shall not come into forco in any part 

thereof until the Local Go\'ernment, with the 
vrevious sanction of tho Governor General in 
J ouncil, has, by notification in the local Gazette, 
declared it applicable thereto. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything re
pugnant in the subject or 
context,-Definitions. 

(1) "leper" means any person suffering from 
any variety of leprosy in whom the process of 
ulceration has commenced ; and 

(2) "pauper leper" means a leper-
(a) who has in a public place solicited alms or 

exposed or exhibited any sores, wounds, 

VJ;-46 

bodily ailment or defo1·mity with the object 
of exciting charity or of obtaining alms, or 

(b) who is at large lfithout any ostensible means 
of subsistence. 

3. The Local Government may, by notification 
. in the local Gazette, ap· 

Appomtmcnt of l•J>•r point any place to be a 
n•ylu mo by Locul Govern· I l f th 
mcnt cper asy um or e pur-

. poses of this Act and 
define the local areas from wbich lepers may be 
sent to such asylum, and may, in like manner, alter 
or cancel any such notification. 

4. 'l'hc Local Government may appoint, cithCl· 

Appointment of lnspcc· 
ton of Lepers nml Snperin· 
tcndcoto of A•ylums. 

by name or by virtue of 
his ollice, any Medical 
Officer of the Government 
to be an Inspector · of 

Lepers and any person to be a Superintendent of 
a J.cper Asylum with such establishment as may, 
in its opinion, be necessary, and every officer or 
person so appointed shall be deemed to be a public 
servant within the meaning of section 21 of the 
Indian Penal Code. · 

5. The Local Government shall constitute for 

Cou•titutioo of Doaru. every leper nslyum a11· 
[>Ointed under section 3 a 

Board consisting of not less than three members, 
one of whom at least shall be a Meditoal Officer or 
the Government. 

6. Within any local area which has been noti
Arrest of u r Jo n . fie~ under section 3 any 

pa pe po }XJhce-officcr may arrcr.i 
without a warrant any person who appeal'll to him. 
to be a pauper leper. 
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7. Every person arrested unclcr the last 
Person arrustcrl how to foregoing &cction shall 

bo cloolt with. forthwith be taken be

Lepers, who,-
fore an 1 nspcctor of 

(a) if he finds that such person is not a leper 
within the meaning of section 2, shall give 
him a certificate in Form A. set forth in the 
schcd ule, whereupon such person shall be 
immediately 1·elensed f1·om aHest; 

(bj if he finds that such person is a leper with
in the meaning of section 2, shall give to 
the police-officer in whose custody the 
leper is, a ee1·tilicate in l~orm B set forth in 
the schedule, whereupon the lep~r shall 
without unnecessary delay, be t."\ken bef01·~ 
a l\IIagistrate having jurisdiction under this 
Act. 

8. When it appears to any Magistrntc author· 
izcd in this behalf by the 

l,rocctlurc v..·iLh regard to L I G pnuj'or loJ>crs oca ·ovemment, upon 
· the certificate in writing, 

in Form B set forth in the schedule, of an Inspector 
of Lepe1·s, that any person is a leper, and if it 
further a.ppears to i,hc Magistra.te that the person is 
a ]Jauper leper, he shall, n,fter recording such 
further evidence (if any) as be may think fit to 
require and his order thereon, send the pauper 
leper in chargt: of n. police officer, together 
with an order in l?o1·m C set forth in the 
schedule, to n. leper asylum, where such leper 
shn.ll be deta!necl until discharged by ord01· of the 
Boanl constituted for the asylum under section 5. 

9. '~'l10evcr, being a leper, pursues within any 
Practice by lcpot· of ccr· local arel\ which has been 

tniu """"lh'tioua. notified under section 3 
any of the following- callings or docs auy of th~ 
following acts, nnmcly,-

(a) practises as n. medic.1l practit:oner, or works 
ns a barber, wnsherman, water-carrier, 
b1~kcr, confectioner, tailor, dmpcr, haber
dasher or domestic servant; 

(b) sells uny food, drink or chug intended for 
human eousumption; 

(c) batllos at 1.1 Jmblic well or bathing-place 
or takes water from any public driukinoo 
fountain, well, hydrant, tank 01" rcservou·~ 
01" 

(d) rides in :my public conveyance; 

shall be lJUJushable with fine not exceeding fifty 
rupee;;: 

Provided that, when nny person is accused of nn 
offence nuder this section, the Magistrate before 
whom he is accused, shall cause him to be oxaminC\l 
b~ an lnsJlCCtor of Lepers and shall not proceecl 
w1th the case unless such Inspector furnishes a 
certificate, in l~orm lJ set forth Ill the schedule, in 
te:!pect of such person. 

10. Whenever any leper who has been con-
. Cotl\ictioo after !""" vic ted of an offence 

no~oo coo,·iction, jJunishable under the last 
fore~ing section, is again convicted of any olieneo 
pnuiiiliaole under that section, the Mngistmte mn.y 
m addition to, or in lieu of, any J>Unil!hment i~ 
whioh such leper may bo liable,-

(a) require him to enter into a bond, with 
one or more sureties, binding him to 

depart forth with _from . the l_ocal nr~: 
notified under 'SectiOn 3 m wh1ch he 1~, 
and not to cuter that or any other 
local area so notified until a.n Inspec.tor of 
Lepers shall have given him n. certificate 
in .Form A. set forth in the schedule; or 

(b) may send him in cbn.rge of a police-~fficer, 
with an o1·dcr in Form D set forth m the 
~chedule to a leper asylum, where sncl1 
leper sh~ll be detrtined un~il discharged f 
by ordc1· of the Bom·d appomtcd for the 
asylum under section 5. 

11. "Whoever, h:wi11g been sent to n. leper 
asylum nuder an order of 

Rc-nrrest of escaped n ~I aooistrn.tc in Form C 
lepers. or Fo~m D set forth in 
the schedule, escapes from: or IP.a.ves, the asylum 
wi thout the permission in w1·iting· of the SuRer
intendcnt thereof, may be anestcd by any pollee
officer without a warmut, and upon a!Te;t shall b<l 
forthwith taken bck to the leper a.sylum. 

12 . . The Medical Officer and one or more other 
members of the Bon.rd con-

Inspection by Boord. stiluted for auy leper asy-
lum under section 5 shall, once n.t least in every 
quartor, inspect the leper asy lum for which such 
lloard is constituted, aucl shall sec and cxn.mine, 
as far as circumatances will permit, every leper 
dctnined therein nuder the provisions o1: this ..c\ct 
and the order for admission of every leper so de
tained since the last visit of the Board, and shall 
enter in n book to be kept for the purpose any 
remarks which thoy may deem proper in regard 
to the management aml condition of the asylum 
:nul the lcpCl"S so detained. 

13. 'l'hc Medical Officer and not less than 
two other members of the 

Orclor of dischnrgc by Bon rd constituccl for :Ill.}' 
Don1<l. 

leper asylum under section 
5 may at any time, by au ordct· in writing in 
Form J~ set forth in the schedule aud signed by 
them, direct the discharge from the leper Hsylum 
of any leper detained the1·ciu under the provisions 
of this Act. 

14. Any person olliet• than a pauper leper 
iu respect of whom au ln
spcctot· of Lepers has is

sued a certificate. in ·Form B set forth in the 
scheclule, declaring him to be a leper, or has 
refused to issue a. certificate in Form A set forth 
in tho schedule, may apjJeal to snd1 llfficer as ma.y 
be appointed by the Local Govemment in this 
belmlf, anti the decision of such officer shall be 
linn!. 

Appeals. 

15. The Local Government may, by notifiea
l'olVtr ol tho Local Gov. tion in the local Gazette/ 

ernment to ml\kc rui~J~ . make l'Ules-
(a) for tho guidance of all or any of the 

officers discha1·ging any duty under this 
Act; 

(b) for the managen,ent of, and the main
tenance of discipline in, a leper :..svhun · 
ruud • ' 

(c) generally for carryinoo out the purposes 
of this A.ct; "' 

and may, in like ma.nner alter or cancel any 
rules so ml\de. ' · 
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SCHEDULE. 

A.-CERTIFICATE. 

(Section 7.). 

I, TllE undersigned (lt.ere enter name ancl 
official desig11atio>£), hereby certify tha.t I on 
the da.y of at 

l enter 11ame 
saicl 

personally cxamine<l (ltcre 
of JICI'son e:ra11linetl) a.nd that the 

is not a leper as defined by the 
Lepers Act, 1896. 

Given under my hanu this 
189 . 

day of 

(Signature) 

Inspector of Lepers. 

B.-CERTIFICATE. 

(Sections 7, 8, 9 antl111.) 

I, 'IIIE undersigned (h ere cntc1· name and 
<l,liicial designation), hereby certify that I on 
tbe day of at 

personally examined (l<u~ 
e;tter uame of leper) and that the mid 

is a leper as defined by the 
Lepers Act, 1B!J6, and that I lwxe formed this 
opinion on the following grounds, namely,-

To 

(Here state lite grounds.) 

Given under mv hand this 
iso 

day of 

(Sig'llatu1·e) 
J,tspecfor of L epers. 

C.-WARRAlST OF DETEXTIOX. 

(Section 8.) 

'fHE SUPERINTENDENT OP TilE 

LEPER AsYI.U)l AT 

WHEREAS it bas been made to appear to me that 
(name a.nd descriptio11) is a. paupe1· leper as defineJ 
in the Lepers Act, l~S96 : · 

This is to authorise you, the said Superintendent, 
to receive the said 
~ into your custooy together with 
ta~s order and 1;$;. safely to keep in the said asylum 
until ~ shall be discharged lJy order of the Board 
constit~teJ therefor under section 5 of the said 
Act. 

Given under my band and tha seal of the Court 
this day of 189 • 

To 

D.-WARRANT OP DETENTION. 

(Scctio" 11.) 

TnE SuPERINTEVDENT ol' TIIE 

LFJPBR AsYLUli AT 

WHEREAS (na71lC antl descriptio1~) lms thiri day 
been convicted by me of an offence punishable 
under section 9 of tho LopC!'S Act, 1896, anll 
whereas it has been prove<l before me that tlJC said 
(name nml description) wa.s previously convicted of 
an offence punishable under &he same section : 

This is to authorise you, the Faid Superintcn•lcnt, 

to receive the said 
into your custody together with this 

order an<l ~; safely to keep in tho said asylum 

until ;~" shaH be discharged by order of the ]Joaril 
consitituted therefor under sectic>n 5 of the said 

Act. 

G:vcn under my hancl a.nd the seal of the Cllln·t 
this day of 189 

G 

To 

E.-0RD.Eit OF DISCHARGE. 

(Section 11.) 

THE SuPEltiNTENDENT m· THE 

LBM~;n AsYLUl! AT 

Wm:rtEAS (name tmcl description) was com
mitted to your custody under an order dated 
the day of 

189 a.nd there have appeared 

to us sufficient grounds for the opinion that -Ig 
ca11 be 1·eleased without hazard or inconvenience to 

the community : 

This is to authorise ancl require yo~ forthwith to 
discharge the said (11CwlC) from your custooy. 

Gh·en under our bands this 
189 

1 ( Si9naltu1'e ) 

2 do. 

3 do. 

da.y of 

M embcr8 of t!te 
.thylum Board. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJEC'I'S AND REASONS. 

TuE expediency of segregating pauper lepers under suitable safeguards and of forbidding lepers 
generally n·om following certain trades and callin"'s connected with the bodily 1·cquirements of human 
beings was urged by the Leprosy Uommission which

0

visitcd India six yea1·s ngo, and since then steps have 
been taken in some provinces, to give effect to the recommendations of the Commission. Last year an 
Act w:~:s passed by the Bengal Council to provide fo'r the arrest, examination and segregation in properly 
appointed asylums of lepers having no ostensible menus of subsistence beyond begging for charity; for 
enabling local bodies to assist in furnishing funds for the maintenance and medic.'ll treatment of pauper 
lepers so secluded ; and for restraining lepers from engaging in certain occupations of the kind ah·eady 1 
referred to. 'l'he present Bill has been prepared on tho lines of the Bengal Act, hut so as to extend to .r 
the whole of India and to apply to any part thereof on, and not before, the issue of a notification by the 
Thocal Government, with tho previous sanction of the Governor General in Council, declaring it to be 
applicable thereto. Where, as in .Bengal, adequate provision on the subject has already been made, the 
proposed Act will not be so applied and the local law will be allowed to continue in force. · 

The 80th July 1896. (Signed) J . WooonuRN. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 

BOM'8AY: PIUIITIID .lT TB.I GOVIl\!<MENT CJiliTB.U. :I'R£58, 


