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BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF IND{A.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced in the Council
of the Governor General of India for the purpose
of making Laws and Regulations on the 26th
March 1896 : —

Bill No. 14 of 1896.
THE REFORMATORY SCHOOLS BILL.

CONTENTS.

I.—Preliminary.

Sec1ons.
1. Title, extent and commencement.
Repeal of Act 'V of 1876.

Section 399 of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1882, repealed on issue of a notifica~
tion under section 1, sub-section (8).

s 1o

é. Definitions.

IL.—Rejformatory Schools.

Power to establish and discontinue Reforma-
tory Schools.

&~

6. Requisites of schools.
7. Inspection of Reformatory Schools.
8. Power of Courts to direct youthful offenders

to be sent to Reformatory Schools.

9. Procedure where Magistrate is not empower-
ed to pass an order nuder section &.

VI.—44

SECTIONS.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
21,
22,

Power of Magistrates to direct boys under
sixteen sentenced to imprisonment to be
sent to Reformatory Schools.

¢ Magistrato” defined.

Proliminary inquiry and finding as to age of
youthful offender.

Government to determine Reformatory
School to which such offenders shall be
. sent.

Persons other than youthful offenders not to
be detained in Reformatory Schools.

Discharge or removal by order of Government.

Orders under sections 8, 9 or 10 not subject to
appeal or revision.

Provisions of Act to be applicable in case of
boy nuder sixteen ycars of age liable to
imprisonment on failure to give security
for good bebaviour.

III.—BManagement of Reformatory Schools.
Appointment of Superintendent and Commit-
teo of Visitors or Board of Management.

Superintendent may license youthfal offenders
to employers of labour.

Cancellation of license.

If complaint of employers just, no freah
licenge until expiry of twelve months.

Determination of license.
Cancellation of license in case of ill-treatment.

Superintendent to be deemed guardian of
youthful offenders.

Power to apprentice youthful offender.

.



[Sec. I.]

V of 1876.

[New.]
V of 1876.

[Sec, 2.]
X of 1882,

152

THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, APRIL 2, 1896.

[Parr VI

SECTIONS.
23, Duties of Committec of Visitors.
24. Powers of Board of Management.

25. Power to appoint Trustees or other Managers
of a school to bo a Board of Maunagement.

26, Power of Board to make rules.

1V.— Offences in relation to Reformutory Schools.

27. Penalty forintroduction or removal or supply
of prohibited articles.

Penalty for abetting escape of youthful
offender.

Arrest of escaped youthful offender.

28.

29,
V.—Miscellaneous,
Application of Act XV of 1869 to youthful
offenders detained in Keformatory Schools.
How youthful offenders may be otherwise
dealt with,
Amendment of section 397 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1882,

. 30.

32.

A Biil to amend the law relating to Reformatory
Schools and to make further provision for deal-
wng with youthful offenders.

‘WaHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law
relating to Reformalory Schools and to make fur-
ther provision for dealing with youthjul offenders ;
It is hereby enacted as follows : —

I —Preliminary.

1. (I) This Act may
be called the Reformatory
Schools Act, 1896.

(2) It extends to the whole of British India;
and

(3) Tt shall come into force in cach Province of
British India in whick the Reformatory Schools
Act, 176, is now in force, at once, and in cach
other Province on such day as the Local Govern-
ment may, by notification in the local official
Gazette, direct in this behalf.

2. (1) The Reforma-
tory Schools Act, 1570,

Title, extent and com-
mencement.

Repeal of Act V of 1876.

18 herely repealed.

(@) But all proceedings taken, orders passed,
officers appointed or authorised and rules made
under the said Act shall, as jar as may le, be
deemed to have been respectively passed, appointed
or authorised and made uuder this Aet,

(3) Auny enactment or document veferring to the
sasd Act shall, as faras may be, construed to re-
Jer to this Aet, or lo the corresponding portion
thereof. i

8.. Section 399 of the Code of Criminal Pro-

. cedure, 1882, is hereby
o S e
repealed on issue of anotis  regards any Proviace of
h°;¢'°“ﬁ““d;"s'"-'h°" L British India tn which
aavssogkion (2). it 43 now, in force, from
the date of the issue of a nolification under section
1, sub-section (3), bringing this dct into jforce
therem.

4. In this Act, unless there is anything repug-

Disan . nant sn the subject or

Hlsionks context,— 3

(@) “youthful offender ”’ means any boy 1_oko
has been convicted of any offence punish-
able with imprisonment or transporiation
and who, at the time of such conviction,
was under the age of sizteen years; and

(b) “ Inspector-General”” includes any officer
appointed by the Local Government’ to
perform all or any of the duties imposed

by this Act on the Inspector-General of

Prisons.
11.—Reformatory Schools.

5. With the previous sanction of the Gover-

Power to establish and nor General in  Council,
discontinne  Reformatory the Local Government
Schools. may—

(@) establish Reformatory Schools ab such places

as it may think fit;

(0) use as Reformatory Schools schools kept
by persons willing to act in conformity
with such rules, consistent with this Act,
as the Local Government may prescribe in
this behalf ;

(¢) dircct that any school so established or used
shall cease to exist as a Reformatory School
or to be used as such.

6. Ivery school so es-
tablished or wused must
provide —

(«) sufficient means of separating the inmates
at night ;

(¢) proper sanitary arrangements, water-supply,
food, clothing and bedding for the youthful
offenders detained therein ;

(¢) the means of giving such youth/ul offenders
industrial training ;

(@) an infirmary or proper place for the re-
ception of such youth/ui offenders when
sick.

7. (1) Every school iutended to be established

or used as a Reformatory

School shall, before being

used as such, be inspected

by the Inspector-General, and if he jinds that the
requirements of section 6 have been complied with,
and that, in his opinion, such school is fitted for
the reception of such youthful offenders as may be
sent there under this Act, he shall certify to
that effect, and such certificate shall be published
in the local official Gazette, together with an order
of the Local Government establishing the school as

a Reformatory School or directing that it shall be

used as suck, and the school shall thereupon be

deemed ¢o0 be a Reformatory School.

Requisites of schools.

Tnspection of Reformato-
ry Schools,

(®) Lvery such school shall from time to time..

and at least once in every year, be visited by t"
said Inspector-General, who shall send to the
Local Government a report on the condition of
the school in such form as the Local Government
may prescribe.

8. (Z) Whenever any youthful offender is sen-
tenced to transportation
or imprisonment, and is,
in the judgment of the
Court by which he is
sentenced, a proper person to be an inmate of a
Reoformatory School, the Court may direct that,

Power of Courts to direct
youthfuloffenders to be sent
to Reformatory Schools,

[Szec. 4.

[Sec. 5.]

[Sec. 6.]

[Sec. 7.]
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instead of undergoing his sentenee, he shall be
sent to such a school, and be there detained for a
period which shall be,—

(a) in no case, less than two or more than seven
years ;

(0) +f the offender is at the date of his convie-
tion wunder lhe age of ten years, seven
years ;

() if ke has then attained the age of ten years,
not less than five years, unless he would,
in the opinion of the Court, sosner, allain
the age of cighteen years ; and,

(d) wn such last mentioned case, until he shall
attain the age of eightecn years.

(2) The powers so conferred on the Cowrt &y
this section shall be exercised only by () the High
Cowrt, (8) @ Court of Session, (¢) a District or
Sub-divisional Magistrate, (d) a Magistrate of the
first class specially empowered by the local Gov-
ernaent in this behalf, and () a Presidency Ma-
gistrate in the towns of Calcutta, Madras and
Bombay.

9. (1) When any Magistrate not eimpowered to
pass an order wader the
last foregoing section is
of opinion that a youth-
Jul offender sentenced to
umprisonment by him is a proper person lo be an
wwmale of a Reformatory School, ke may record
such opinion and submit his proceedings and
forward the youthful offender to the District or
Sub-divisional Magistrate lo whom he s subor-
dinate,

Procedure where Magis.
trate is not empowered to
pass an order under scc-
tion S.

(2) The Magistrate to whom the procecdings
are so submitled, may make such further inquiry
(if any) as he may think fit and pass such order
for the detention in @ Reformatory School of the

vyouthful offender, or otherwise, as he might have
made if such youlh/ul offender had been originally
tried and sentenced by him.

10. (Z) Whenever acy youthful offender under
the age of sixteen years
has been, or shall be, sen-
tenced to imprisonment,
the officer in charge of
the prison in which such
youllful oftender is con-
fined, may bring him beforo the District or Sul-
divisional Magistrate within whose jurisdiction
such prison is situate; and such Magistrate may,
if suck youth/ful offender appears to be a proper
person to be an inmate of a Reformatory School,
direct him to be sent to a Reformatory School, and
to be there detained for a period which shall be
subject 10 the same limitations as ave mentioned
i seclion 8, sub-section (1), with reference fto
the period of delention thereby authorised.

(2) In tho towns of Calcutta, Madras and
Bombay a Presidency
Magistrateskalllbe deemed
to be a District or Sub-divisional Magistrale
within whose jurisdiction the prison 1s siluale for
the purposes of this section,

11. (Z) Before directing any youthful offender
tolbe senttoa Re/‘ormatarsy

£

Power of Magistrates to
direct boys under sixteen
sentenced £0 impiisonment
to be sent to Reformatory
tchool.

¢“ Magistrate " defined,

Proliminary enquiry and  Su/400l under section
finding as to age of youth-

o atadar: section 9 or section 10, the

Court or Magistrate shall
inquire into the question of his age and, after

taking such evidence (if any) as may be deemed
necessary, shall record a finding thereon.

(%) In passing an order wunder section 8 or
section 10, the Court shall, in determining the
period for whick the youlhful offender is lo be
detained, have regard to the finding as to his age
recorded under sub-section (1) of this section, and
shall frame such order accordingly.

12. Every youthful offender directed Ly a
Court or Magistrate to be
sent to a Reformatory
School shall be sent to
such RReformatory School
as the Local Government
may appoint for the reception of youthful offenders
so dealt with by such Court or Magistrate :

Provided that, if accommodation in @ Reforma
tory School s not immediately available for suck
youthful offender, ke may be confined in the juvenile
ward or such other suitable part of a prison as the
Liocal Government may direct pending kis removal
to a Reforinatory School, and the period of im-
prisonment so undergone shall bo treated as delen-
tion in a Reformatory School.

13. Nothing contained in section 8, section 10

Persons  other  than OF section 12 shall be
vouthful offenders not to deemed to authorize the
he detamed in Reformatory  detention in a Reforma-
GEDLILY tory School of any person
after he is found to le above the age of eighteen
years,

Government to detor-
mine Reformatory School
to which such offenders
shall be sent.

14. The Local Govern-

Y ment may at any time

order  any  youthful
offendor—

(a) tobe discharged from a Reformatory School :

(b) if so discharged bofore the expiration of /ix
original sentence, to b confined in suck
place as the Liocal Gorvernment may ap-
point unlil such sentence would hare
expired by effluxion of time, or for suck
shorter period as the Local Government
may direct ; or

(¢) to be removed from one Reformatory School
to another such school situate within the
territories subject to such Government :
Provided that the whole period of his
detention in a Reformatory School ehall
not be increased by such removal.

15.  Nothing contained in the Cade of Crimi-

Discharge or removal b
order of Government,

[Sec. 9.]

[Sec. 10.]

[See. 11,]

[New.?

nal Procedure, 1882, shall * ©f 1852,

Orders under sections 8,
9 or 10 not subject to ap-
peul or revision,

be construed to authorize
any Court or Mayistrate
to alter or veverse any
order passed under section S, seclion 9 or section
10 for the detention of a youthful offender in a
Reformatory Sehool: Provided thal, if the sen-
tence of imprisonment tn sulbstitution for which.
detention i o Reformatory School was direcled
by any such order, is set aside on appeal or yevi-
sion, such order for detention shall forlhwith
become inoperative and cease to have effect.

18. When a boy under the age of simteen

Provisions of Act to be geareseilible o boiceig

applicable in caso of boy mitled {o prison under

nnder sixteen years of age 8eclion 123 of the Code
}igblo to imprisonment on
Sool o Give security for 7889, on failure to give

security for his good

[New.]

of Criminal Procedure, X of 1862,
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92. (1) The Superintendent of a Reformato- [zec, 17.]
1y School shall be deem-
Superintendent to be el to be the guardian
deemed guardian of youth- ot every youthful offcnder

Rae detained in such school,
within the meaning of Act No. XIX of 1850
(concerning the binding of apprentices).

behaviour, the provisions of this Act shall be ap-
plicable to him as if he were a youthful offender
within the meaning of section 4, clause (a).

1I1.—Management of Reformatory Schools.
17. (Z) For the control and management of

[Here the
words in ital-
1c8 are not

[Sec, 12.) new. ]

[Sec. 13.]

[Sec. 14.]

[Sec. 15.]

Sec. 16.]

I

in case of ill-treatment,

every ReformatorySchool,
the Local Government
shall appoint either (a) a
Superintendent and a
Committee of Visitors, or
() a Board of Management.

2) Every Committee and every Board so ap-

pointed must consist of not less than five persons,
of whom two at least shall be Natives of India,

Appointment of Superin-
tendent and Committee of
Visitors or Board of Mana-
gement,

() The Local Government may suspend or
remove any Superintendent or any Member of a
Committee or Board so appointed.

18. (1) Every Superintendent so appointed may
by license under his hand
permit any youthful of-
fender sent to a Refor-
matory School who has
attained the age of fourteen years, to live under
the charge of any trustworthy and respectable per-
son named in the license, or any officer of Gov-
ernment or of a Municipality, being an employer
of labour and willing to receive and take charge of
him, on the condition that the employer shall keep
such yout/ful offender employed at some trade,
occupation or calling.

Superintendent may li-
cense youthful offenders to
employers_of labour.

(2) The license shall be in force for three
months and no longar, but may, at any time and
Jrom time to time wntil the expiration of the
period for which the youtkful offender has been
directed to be detained, be renewed for three months
at a time.

19. The license shall be cancelled at the
desire of the employer

i f i 5 . 5
Cancellation of license, el 1S heense;

and, skould it be cancelled in consequence of
any complaint made by the employer of mis-
conduct on the part of the youthful offender,
and should the Superin-
tendent be of opinion that
such complaint was well-
Jounded and offorded just
grounds for such cancella-
tion, no other license in respect of the same youth-
JSul offender shall be given until twelve months
after the expiration of the former license.

If complaint of employ-
ers just, no fresh license
until expiry of twelve
months,

90. If during the term of the license the em-
ployer named therein dics,
or ceases from business, or
the period for which the youthful offender has been
directed to be detained in the Reformatory School
expires, the license shall thereupon cease and
determine.

21. Ifit appears to the Superintendent that
the employer has ill-treat.
ed the gouthful offender,
. or has not adequate]
provided for his lodging and maintenance, the
ghpedqtendent may cancel the license,

A

Determination of license,

~ Cancellation of license

(2) If it appears to the Superintendent that any
youlhful offender licens-
ed under section 18 has
behaved well during one
or more periods of his license, the _Superintendept
may apprentice him under the provisions of the said
Act, and on such apprenticement the right to detain
such youtkful offender in a Reformatory School
shall cease and the unexpired term (if any) of his
sentence shall be cancelled.

23.

Duties of Committee of
Visitors,

Power to: apprentice
youthful offender.

ed under section 17 for
a Reformatory School
shall, at least once in

every month, —

(@) visit the school, to hear complaints and see
that the requirements of section 6 have
been complied with, and that the manage-
ment of the school is proper in all
respects ;

() examine the punishment-book ;

(¢) bring any special cases to the notice of the
Inspector-General ; and

(d) see that no person is illegally detained in
the school.

(8) If any member of @ Commitlce of Visiturs
so appointed fails or neglects, during a period of
six consecutive months, to visit the school and assist
wn the discharge of the dulies aforesaid, he shall
cease to be a member of suck Commitice.

24. If, in exercise of the power conferred by [Sec. 19.]

section 17, the Local Gov-
ernment appoints a Board
of Management for any
Reformatory School, such Board shall have the
powers and perform the functions of Superinten-
dent under sections 18 to 22, both inclusive ; and
the license mentioved in section 18 may be under
the hand of their chairman; and they shall be
deemed to be the guardians of the youthful offen-
ders detained in such school.

Powors of Board of

Management,

25. The Local Government may declare any [See, 20.]

body of Trustees or Man-
agers of a school, who are
willing to act in con-
formity with the rules re-
ferred to in section 5,
clause (b), to be & Board of Management under .
this Act, and thereupon such body or Managers '
shall have all the powers and perform all the
functions of such Board of Management.

Power to appoint Trus-
tees or other Managers of
a school to a Board of
Management,

26. (Z) With the previous sanction of the [Sec. 21.]

Local Government, every

Board of Management of

a Reformatory School may

ﬁom time to time make rules consistent with this
ct—

(%) to prescribe the articles whick are to be

Power of Board to make
rules.

deemed, to be “ prokibited articles” ; and

(7) Every Committee of Visitors appoint- [Sec, 18.]



[New.]
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(i2) to regulate—
(@) the conduct of business of the Board ;
(b) the management of the school ;
() the education and industrial training of
youthful offenders ;
() visits to, and communication with
youthful offenders ;

(e) the terms and conditions under whick any
articles declared by the Board to be
« prohabited articles” may be introduced
into the school ;

(f) the manner in whick such articles are to

be removed when introduced without due
authority ;

(9) the conditions and limitations under
which such articles may be supplied out-
side the school to any youllful offender
under order of detention therein ;

(%) ke conditions on whick the possession by
any such youlhful offender of sich
articles way be sanctioned ;

1) the penalties to be tiposed for the supply
7 5 lo be dmposed, pply

or possession of suck articles when sup-
plied or possessed without due aulhority ;

(7) the punishment of offences committed by
youthful offenders ; and

(k) the granting of licenses for the employ-
ment of youthful offenders.

(2) In the absence of a Board of Management,
the Local Government may make rules consistent
with this Act to regulate for any Reformatory
School the matters mentioned in any clause of sub-
section (1), other than clawse (¢7) (a), and also the
mode in which the Committee of Visitors shall
conduct their business.

IV .—Offences in relation to Reformatory
Schools.

Whoever, contrary 1o any rule made
under section 26, intro-
duces or allempls by any

21.

Penalty for introduction
or . removal or supply of

means whatever to intro- )

hibited articles. 7
P 2 duce into any Reformatory

School, or supplies or allempts to supply oulside |
the limits of any Reformatory School to any ;
youthful offender under order of detention therewn, l

any prolibited article, i

and every officer or person in charge of a|
Reformatory School who, contrary lo any sucl |
rule, knowingly suffers any such article lo le |
introduced, into any Reformalory School, to be |
possessed by any’ youthful offender delained, |
therein, or to be supplied t2 any such youthful
offender outside its Limits, I

and whoever abets any offence made punish-
able under this section, : ke

shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be
liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
siz months, or Lo fine not exceeding two hundred
rupecs, or lo both.

28. Whoever abets an escape, or an attempt
to escape, on the part of
a youthful offender from
a Reformatary School, or
from the employer of such youthful offender,
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to six months, or with fine not
exceeding one hundred rupees, or with both.

29. A Police-oflicer may, without orders from
a Magistrate and without
a warrant, arrest any
youthful offender sent to
a Reformatory School under this Act, who has
escaped from such school or from his employer, and
take him back to such school or to his employer.

Penalty for abetting
escape of youthful offender,

Arrest of escaped ' youth-
ful offender.

V.—Miscelianeous.

80. The provisions of the Prisoners’ Testimony
Act, 1869, shall be ap-
plied, so far as they can
be made applicable, to
uouthful offenders detain-
ed in  Reformatory
Schaols as if they were persons confined in jail
within the meaning of that dct.

3L

How youthful offenders
may be otherwise dealt
with.

‘

Application of Act XV
of 1869 to youthful offen-
ders detained in Reforma-
tory Schools.

Nolwithstanding anything contained in
this Act or in any other
enactment for the time
being in force, any Court
may, if 1t shall think fit,
instead, of senlencing any youthful offender to
lramsportation or imprisonment or directing
him to be detained in a  Reformatory School,
order him o be— !
(a) discharged after due admonition, or
(b) delivered lo his parvent or to kis guardian
or nearest adult velative, on such pavent,
guardian or relative exzecuting a bond,
with orwithout sureties, as the Courtmay
require, to be responsible for the good
hehaviour of the youthful offender for
any period not exceeding twelve months,
32. 1o section 397 of the Code of Orviminal
Amendment of section ‘PTO.M dure, 1852, ”wf ol-
497 of the Code of Criminal (owing para!/rapll, shall
Procedure, 1882, be added, 'namelg/ ==
“ For the purposes of this section, a person
detained in a Reformatory School shall be d /)
to be a person undergoing @ sentence of imprizon-
ment.” f

155 ..

{Sec. 23.]

[Bec. 24.]

[New.]
XV of 1869,

[New.]

[New.]
X of 1882,

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

Tx 1889 it was brought to the notice of the Government of India that the law did not admit of thé
confinement of a youthful offender in a Reformatory School situated in a province other than that in which
such youthful offcnder had been convicted and sentenced. A circular was accordingly issued consulting
Tiocal Governments and Administrations on the subject and at the same time asking for suggestions as to
any further amendments in the law relating to Reformatory Schools which experience might have shown
to be desirable. The replies to this reference, the recommendations made by the Prison Conference in
1892, certain representations made by the Chief Commissioner of Burma and papers regarding reforma-
tories in the Colony of Victoria and the Straits Settlements have been considered by the Government of
Tndia; and, although the administrative difficulty referred to above has been removed by the passing of
Act VII of 1894, which amended the Prisoners Act, 1871, it has transpired that numerous other amend-
ments in the Reformatory Schools Act (V of 1876) arc called for. Under the' circumstances, it is now
proposed to repeal and re-enact the latter Act o as to remove existing defects and incorporate all the
emendations which have commended themselves to the Government of India, and with that og

has been prepared for introduction. :
VI.—45

oot this Bill
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2. The principal amendments in the Act of 1876 suggested by the Bill.aro briefly summarised bel?“;'

Clause 4 («).—The expression youthful oﬁet_lder” is defined in section 2 of the Aqt& ar?c:lel?:;:i
“any boy who, being at the timo under the age of sixtcen years, has been convicted of an):] Odi -e?er e
able with imprisonment or transportation.”” If this definition be, as seems Rrobnble, inten ef ?‘:lt i
boy who at the time of his conviction is under the age of sixteen, the wox:d_s under 1:,he age (; sixtee
section 7 are obviously redundant. ‘'he point is made clear by the definition drawn in thu.i clause, :

Clauses 8 and 10.— Sections T and 8 of the Act provide, inter al{a, th:}t the period i’ol('1 wlla)lchtha
youthful offender is sent to a Reformatory School must be. in conformity with any rules made ( ytt 8
Governor General in Council) under section 22.” It is thought that t}w discretion of the Coqrt§ ina ma f]r
of this kind ought not to be feltered by rules made by the Exccutive Government, and it is 1’1:°P°5§ )
therefore, to remove section 22 and ‘the reference thereto in sectxons_? and '8 of the Act from the Statute-
book and to incorporate in the new law the existing rules on the subject. ; o 3

An alteration in the second paragraph of section 8 of the Act }m_s at the same time heen suggested “"‘

a view to confining the exercise gf the pgwers there referred to to District and Slllb-(hyxs:orlmllfMagAxstmtczs
and Magistrates of the first class specially empowered by the Local Goverume'nfi in this behalf. conse-
quential amendment in section 8 (2) of the Act is proposed by clause 10 (2) of the Bull.

Clause 9 is a new provision inserted with the object of ennb]iug M a.glslmfcs x_vho are ug({; irllttl:mselvi
competent to direct detention in a Reformatory School, to submit cases in wln.ch. 1'zhcy g:\(‘)x‘151. el‘ ‘mt sut;.
detention is the appropriate punishment, for the orders of the District or Sub-fll\‘lS]Olm} 1 h-glslhf)\?e’. a; 15
case may be, on the analogy of the procedure prescribed by section 349 of the Codg of Criminal Procedure,
1882, wwhen a subordinate Magistrate cannot himself pass a sufficiently severe scn.tencc. .

Clause 11 is another new provision expressly requiring the Court, before making an 01'(10_1‘ fOl' detcn]f;}f()ri
in aéleformatory School, to inquire into, and record a finding in respect of, the age of the youthfu
offender concerned. )

Clause 12 —1It has been represented that it should be provided that, in the event of acco‘mmoda.tmn
not being at once available for a youthful offender sentenced to be detained in a Reformatory School, such
youthful offender should be liable to be confined in the juvenile ward or other suitable part of a prison
until accommodation in a school can be provided for him, the period so passed in prison being taken into
account as detention in a Reformatory. By clause 12 of the Bill it is proposed to add a proviso to sec-
tion 9 of the Act to give effect to this recommendation.

Clause 1}.—Under section 11 (b) of the Act, if the Local Government wishes to remove a youthful
offender from a Reformatory School, but does not wish to discharge him absolutely from dcteutlon. in
custody, it must direct him to be confined elsewhere for  the residue of his sentence.” "I‘hc exact meaning
of the words just quoted is by no means free from doubt, and it is proposed to get rid of all ambiguity by
recasting the whole provision so as to declare, totidem verbis, that the Local Government may in such a
case order confinement in a place other than a Reformatory for any period not excceding that within which
the original sentence would have expired by effluxion of time.

Clause 16.—1It is thought that the powers of an Appellate Court should be confined to dealing with
the original sentence of imprisonment or transportation passed and that the order for detention in a Refor-
matory School should be maintained or quashed according as such sentence stands or falls. An explicit
provision to that effect is proposed by this clause.

Clause 16 purports to render the provisions of the Act applicable to youths liable, under section 123 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882, to be imprisoned on failure to give security for good behaviour. If
seems only reasonable that, should there be any such youthful delinquents, power should be taken to deal
with them in precisely the same way as with youths convicted of an ‘ offence.”

Clause ¥3.—It 15 desirable to provide for the removal of a Visitor who is flagrantly remiss in the
performance of his duty as such, and 1t is, therefore, proposed to add to section 18 of the Act a sub-section
declaring that, if any Visitor fails during six consecutive months to visit the school for which he is ap-
pointed, or to @ssist in its management, he shall Zpso facto cease to be a member of the visiting Committee.

‘Clauses 26 anid 27.—By these clauses it is intended to amplify section 21 6f the Act so as to adapt,
to Reformatory Schools, which are not “prisons’’ within the meaning of seotion 3 of the Prisons Act
(IX of 1894), the provisions of section 42 of that Act regulating the introduction, removal and supply of
such articles as may be declared to be ¢ prohibited.”

Clause 80.—Provisions such as those contained in the Prisoners’ Testimony Act (XV of 1869) are
likely to be of use in connection with youthful offenders confined in Reformatory Schools, and it is here
proIl)osed to introduce a new section declaring that those provisions shall, nutatis mutandis, be deemed to_
apply. 7
Olause 31.—The substance of this clause has been taken from the Ordinance relating to Reformatories

and Industrial Schools in the Stiaits Settlements. It provides for the discharge with a mere admonition
of a youthful offender convicted of an offence, or for his being handed over to the custody of a parent,
relative or guardian on the latter’s executing a bond for the culprit’s good behaviour for a limited period.
"Clause 32 —To meet a difficulty |brought to notice by the Chief Commissioner of Burma, this clause
of the Bill aims at making it clear that, for the purposes of section 397 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
- 1882, which provides for the infliction of a sentence on an offender already séntenced for another offence, a
person detained in a Reformatory School shall be deemed to be & person undergoing a sentence of impri-
- sonment, i
8. Tho remaining amendments which it is proposed to make in the Act, are as usual shown by means
: 3Eiﬁ_l§ps, and it is thought that they are not of such a character as to require explanation.

A \'V&‘@Q,J?PM March 186, (Signed).  J. WoopBURN.

e S. HARVEY JAMES,
. - Secretary to the Government of India -
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced in the Council
of the Governor General of India for the purpose
of making Laws and Regulations on the 26th
March 1896 : —

No. 15 of 1896.
A Bili to amend the Glanders and Farcy Aet,
1879.
WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the
Glanders and Farcy Act, 1879; It is hereby
enacted as follows :—

1. In section 1 of the said Act, as amended
by Act XXIV of 1886,
the words “except the
territories  respectively
administered by the Governor of Fort St. George
in Council and the Lieutenant-Governor of Ben-
gal” are repealed.

Amendment of section 1,
Act XX, 1879.

2. In sections 7 and 8 of the said Act for the
word “Surgeon,” wher-
ever it occurs, the word
“ Practitioner ” shall be

Amendment of sections 7
and 8, Act XX, 1879.

substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

It has been decided that the Glanders and Farcy Act, 1879, should extend to the whole of
British India, and clause 1 of this Bill accordingly repeals that part of section 1 of the Act,as amended
by Act XXIV of 1886, which exempts from its operation the Provinces of Bengal and Madras. This
will not, per se, cause the Act to come into operation in these Provinces, inasmuch as a further notifica-
tion under section 3 by the Local Government coucerned is necessary to bring its provisions into force
in any part of the territories administered by such Local Government.

2. Objection has been taken on behalf of members and fellows of the Royal College of Veteri-
nary Surgeons, who alone under the 44th and 45th Victoria, Chapter 62, would seem to be intended to
be known as “ Veterinary Surgeons,” to the use of that style in sections 7 and 8 of the Glanders and
Farcy Act, 1879, in pursuance of the provisions of which persons other than those covered by the
English Statute may be appointed “ Vetervinary Surgeons.” The opportunity has, therefore, been
taken to substitute the word “Practitioner ” for the word “ Surgeon ” in the Indian Act.

The 22vd March 1896. (Signed)  J. WOODBURN.

S. HARVEY JAMES,
Secretary to the Government of India,

de.
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