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[ P11bli~;hecl with the "Bombay Gove1'nment Gazette" on the 2A tlt Oclol/cr 1872.1 

PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A. 
The following Bill was introduced into the 

Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and R egulat ions on the 
25th September 1872, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to report thereon in 
a month:-

·Bill No. 23 ·of 1872. 
'l'HE BURMA FERRIES BILL, 1872. 
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.t1 Bill jo1· ?·eg·ulatilng Fel'i'ies in B1·itish Bu1"Yn.ct. 
·Whereas it is expedient to regulate the pub-

. lie ferries within the Pro-
Preamble. vince of British Burma· 

It is hereby enacted as follows :..:_ ' 

1.-Pnlim.i-nm·y. 

Short title. 
1. This Act may be 

called " The Burma 
Ferries Act, 1872": 

It extends only to the territories under the 
administration of the Chief 

Local extent. 

CommPncement. 

Commissioner of British 
.Bunna; · . 

.And it shall come into 
force on the passing thereof. 

Jl.-P1tblic Ferries. 
2. 'l'he Chief Commissioner may declare what 

ferries within any part of 
Power to declare and British BUl·ma, shall be 

establish public ferrie>. deemed public ferries, and 
may at any time hereafter 
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establish new ferries, where, in hiR opinion, tl••:y 
are needed, and may, from time to time, ch:m;;;e 
the course of any public ferry, or discontinue 
any public ferry which he deems unnecessary. 

3. The immed iate superintendence of all pn b
Sup~rint(·ndcncc of fpr- fi e fen·ies sha ll, except a~ 

rics. hereinafter provided, l,e 
vested in t.he De!JHty 

Commissioner of the district in which they nre 
sit mLte,and he shall make all necessary armngemcuf s 
for the supply of boats for such ferries, and for the 
collection of the ant.horizcd tolls leviable thereat. 

,1_ The Chief Commissioner may direct th:,t 
any public te rry situaterl 

~!""~' . be wi thin the 'limits of a town 
· ummpn- may be managed by t he 

officer or public body 
charged wi th the superin tendence of the muui
cipal a.JTnngements of such town, 

Mnungcmf:lut 
Ycsted in Locnl 
lity i 

any may further direct that all proceeds fr01 n 
nnd proceed• pai<l into such fel'l'ies shall be· p:<itl 

Municipal Fund. into the municipal fund 
of such town, 

nnd thereupon such ferry shall be mana«ed, and 
such proceeds sha ll be paid, accordingly. "' . 

5. Not less than fifteen days before Lhe begm
Lcttin" ferry-tolls 1, ning of th,e officia~ :-:ear, 

auction. 0 y the tolls ot anypubhcferry 
may be put up to public 

auction for such term not exceeding three years 
from the date of tho auction as may be deeme•l 
expedient by the Commissioner of the Division in 
which such ferry is situate, 

and may be let to the highest bidder at a 
certain annual rate for the whole term, pay
able by quarterly instalments in advance not later 
than the fifth d::ty of every qua rter of the. year. 

The lessee shall bind himself to conform to the 
rules made under t his Act for the managemeut 
and control of such ferry, 

and may be ca lled upon by the officer putting 
the toll s of the ferry up to auction to give such 
security for his good conduct and for tbe punctual 
payment of the rent as su ch officer may deem fit : 

Such officer may, for sufficient reu.~on duly re
corded in writing, refuse to accept the offe r of 
the highest b idder, and may accept any other bid, 
or may wi thd ra.w the tolls from auction. 

6. Subject to the revision am! confirma tion 

Powor to make rules. ofthc ChiefCommissioner, 
the Commissioner of each 

Division shall make rules-
for t ho control and management of all public 

fen-ies within his division, 
for collecting the rout payable for such ferries 
and for fixing the limit~ of the same· ' 
and, when tho tolls of a ferry h:w~ bcl:ln l(·t 

under section fi ve, shall make additional rules-
for regulating tho number and kinds of boa ts 

and their dimensions, and the number of crew fur 
each boat which t he lessee of the tolls will be re
quired to keep, 

and ~he number of passengers, carts, cal1'iages 
and an~ma~s, and th: quanti ty of goods that may 
be camed m each kmd of boat at one trip, 

an~ for ~h.c keeping of such boats continually in 
goodj condttwn for the safe conveyance of pas
sengers and property. 
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7. No person shall, except with the sanction 
of the officer charged with 
the management of a pub
lic ferry, keep a ferry-boat 
for the purpose of plying 
for hire within a distance 

Privata fori] not .to ply 
within ccrtam dlStoncc 
of P!lblic . ferry without 
sanct10n. 

oftwo miles above or below the place where such 
public ferry i~ situated. 

ITI.-Tolls. 
8. Tolls, according to such rat~s as are, from 

time to tune, fixed by the 
Toll<J. Chief Commissioner, shall 

be levied•on a.ll passengers, carts, carriages, cattle · 
and other animals, nnd on all goods nnd merchan
dize carried over any public ferry: 

Provided thnt the Chief Commissioner ma,y, 
from time to time, declare what persons, vehicles, 
animals and stores shnll, when employed or tmns
mitted on the 1mblic sorvice, be exempt from pay
ment of such tolls. 

Where the tolls of a ferry have been l.et under 
s~ct.ion five, any such declaration, if made after 
the date of the nuction, ·shall entitle the lessee to 
such abatement of the rent payable in resj>ect of 
the tolls as may be fixed by the Commissioner of 
the Division with the concurrence of the Chief 
Commissioner. 

9. The lessee of the tolls of every public 
ferry, or other person 

Tnblc of tolls. authorized to collect such 
t.Jlls, shall affix a table of tolls, le&ribly written or 
printed in Burmese, in some conspicuous place 
near the ferry. · 

10. All tolls or rents received under this Act, 
Toll• or rents to be shall, except in cases pro-

credited to distl'ict fund. vided for by section four, 
be credited to the district 
fund. 

IJT.-Penctlties. 
11. Every l~ssee of the tolls of a public f~rry 
Penlllty for fnilin to or other person authonzed 

nfiiK or for removing, n~tet·- t.o collect such tolls, who 
ing or d~fncing tnblc of neglects to affix and keep 
tolls. in good order and repair 
the tn.hle of tolls mentioned in section nine, 

or who wilfully removes, alte rs or deface.~ such 
t-able, or a.Il.ows it to become illeg_ible, 

shall be liable to fine not exceeding twenty 
rupees. 

'12. Every auch lessee or. othe~· person ·. as 
Penalty for taking wt- aforesmd askmg or takmg 

authorizod t,oJl. · other than the lawful toll, 
or without due cause delaying any passenger, 

. del cart, carriage, animal or 
nud for cnusmg y. ro ds b 0 ., 

shall be liable to a pennlty not exceeding fifty 
rupees. 

1!3. In the event of any breach of the rules 
Caocclwent of le118C oo for the mn.nagement of a 

breach of rules. ferry, 
or in . the event of repeated liabi!ity to the 

}>enaltieR respectively provided by sectiOns eleven 
and tweh•e, 

The Deputy Commissioner shall, \vith the 
sanction of the Commissioner of the Division, 
cancel the lease of the tolls of such ferry and make 
other a-11'amremcnts for its management during 
the remninJer of the term for which the. tolls 
were let. 

P~oalties oo paeseugcl'l.' 
ofr<odiog. 

H. . Every pertiOn ci-os
sing at any public ferry 
who refuses to pay the 
}>roper toll, 

or who, with intent of avoiding payment the.re
of, fraudulently or forcibly crosses any ferry-statiOn 
without paying the toll, 

or who obstructs any toll collector _or le?see of 
the tolls of a public ferry, or any o~ h1s ass1stant.R 
in any way in the execution of the1r duty under 
this Act, 

and every person who maliciously _damages any ' · 
ferry, wha.rf, boat, or any other thmg employed 
in or about any public ferry, · . 

or who rnaliciousl y removes, alters, des.troy~ or 
damages any table of tolls affixed as herem before 
directed, . · 

shall be liable to fine not exceedmg fifty_ rupees 
over and above the value of the damage, 1f any, 
which he has done. 

15. Whoever conveys for hire any pa~senger, 
animal, cart, carnage or 

Pcn~lty for plying w!th- other vehicle, or any goods 
in pu)>hc ferry course wtth- or merchandize to or from 
out hceosc. any point within the 
limits assi!!Iled to each public ferry, with?ut a 
special Jic~nse from the c~1ief civ!l ~uthonty of 
the station where such pubhc ferry IS s1tuate, s~all 
be liable to fine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

Nothino· in this section allplies to-
(a) 0\v~ers of boats proceeding to or from out

stations specially let for hire for the conveyance of 
any other person, or his fa~ily .or go~ds, or 

(b) private persons crossmg m then· O\~n boats,. 
or can·yin« across their friends without hue. 

The wh~le or any portion of any p~nalt,y rea
lized under this section may, at the d1scret10n of 
the convicting Magistrate, be paid .to the lessee 
of the tolls of the ferry. 

16. .All fines levied under this Act may be 
commuted to simple im-

Fines conunut.nblo to · d 
simple imprisonment.. prisonment m accor ance 

with the scale specified 
in section sixty-seven of the Indian Penal Code. 

17. All offences against this Act shall be sum
Officers by whom ·of marily heard and deter-

fences nrc triable. - mined by the nearest As-
. sista.nt Commissioner in 

a district, and by a Magistrate in a town, within 
the limits of wh10h the same shall have been com
mitted. 

STATEillENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

Hitherto the fenies of British Burma have been 
managed under rules separately promulgated in 
each division before the Province was formed into 
a Chief Commissionership. 'l'hese rules are not 
uniform, and doubt exists as to the legal authority 
which some of them possess. The whole country 
is intersected with rivers ; and as these are gradu
ally becoming chll.nnels of an .increasing trade, and 
new morts and villages are springing up rapidly 
on their banks, the question of ferries has become 
one of some importance. The Officiatin~ Chief 
Commissioner, therefore, has requested the Go
vernment of India to pass a general enactment 
which will put the management of the ferries 
throughout the Province on an uniform and leo-al 
footing. 0 

The Bill has. been prepared by the Officiating 
Chief Commissioner. . 

(Signed) E. C. BAYLEY. 
SIMLA, 

The 5th Scptcmbe,. 1872. 

WHITLEY STOKES. 
Sec,·etcwy to the Gouc,·nment of India. 
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'rhe following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
2nd October 1872, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to report thereon in 
a week:-

Bill No. 24 of 1872. 
.A Bill to amencl the Lctw 't'elctl'ing to Opiwm, 

in the Pa1~iab. 

·whereas it is expedient to amend the law relat-
Preamble. ing to opium in the 

Panjab; I t is hereby en
acted as follows :-

1. This Act may be called " The Panjab 
Short t-itle. Opium Law Amendment 

Act, 1872": 
I t eKtends only to 

Local extent. 

Commencement. 

the terri tories under the 
government of the Lieu
tcnaut,Govemor of the 
Pan jab; 

And it ~hall come into 
force on the passing 
thereof. 

2. ·wherever in the said terri tories an acreacre 
, . . . . duty is for the time bei~g 

."f~d1ficntwn ~~ cortnm leviable ou the cultivation 
D1strwts of Act X of 1871, . 
•ectious Iii, 19, 62, 65 nnd of the J?Oppy, se~t10ns fif
GG. teen, nmeteen, s1xty-two, 

sixty-five and siK ty-~i x of 
the Excise Act, l'871, shall have no etfect so far as 
they restrict, directly or indirectly, the sale of 
opium grown within the said territories to persons 
other than licensed vendors, or prohibit the pos
~essi on of such opium by persons other than 
licensed vendors. 

3. In prosecutions 

Burdon of proof in pro
secutions. 

vr. -139 b 

under the said sections 
respectively, it shall he 
assumed, until the con
trary is proved, that the 

opium in respect of which an offence is alleged to 
.have been committed, has been grown without the 
said territories. · 

4. Whenever any rule made by the Local 
. . Government under the 

Oonfiacn.ttou of optum. Panjah Laws' Act, 1872, 
and relating to tbe growth, sale or possession of 
opium, is broken, the opium in respect of whiclt 

· the breach is committed shall be liable to confisca
cation. 

STATEMENT OF 0DJECTS AND REASONS. 

The culture of the poppy and the possession and 
sale of opium in the Punjab differ somewhat from 
the rest of Northern India. In the Ambti.Ia, 
J !tlandhar, Amritsar and Labor Divisions (exclud
ing the hill-distric t.~ of Kitngra and Simla), att 
acreage duty is levied on poppy cultivation. In 
the other divisions (with the exception of Delhi 
and H issitr), the cultivation is free. In all the 
districts the cultivator is obliged to sell the drug 
to licensed vendors only. No Government stores 
exist. 

Under these circumstances, and pending the 
introduction of the Bengal system of cultivating 
the poppy, the present Bill proposes to modify 
certain sections of the EKcise Act so f:u as they 
interfere with the system now in force. The 
power to make rules, intended to be conferred by 
the Panjltb Laws' Act, sections forty-nine and 
fifty, will then be exerciseable. 

The Bill also amends that Act by authorising 
the confiscation of opium in cases . of breach of 
rules rela ting to tha t drug. 

(Signed) R E. EGERTON. 
S IMLA, 

The 8th Septembe1· 1872. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 
Seo·retaq·y to the Goue1'111ntC?ot of l n-tUa. 
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The following Bill was introduced into til e 
Council of the Governor General of India for tile 
purpose of making Laws a nd Regulations on the 
2nd October 1872:-

Bill No. 25 of 1872. 

A B·iU to g·ive /.he f orce of law to ce1·tain Ru leJJ 
?·elat-ing to Scdt ·in the Panjctb. 

Whereas certai n Rules for the realization and 

l'rcnmblc, 
protection of the revenue 
derived from the Salt 

Mines in the Sind Sr.ga r Donb and at Kahibagh 
prepared by the late Board of Administration for 
the Affairs of the Panjab were, on the twenty
ninth day of May, 1851, approved by the Governor 
General, and, under the Indian Councils' Act, 

· 1861, 1·eceived the force of law : And whereas the 
said Rules were repealed by the Paujab Laws' 
Act, 1872, and such repeal took effect on the first 
day of June, 1872 : And whereas it is expedient, 
pending the passage of an Act to consolidate and 
a mend the law relating to Inland Customs, to 
revive and continue such Rules wi th the modifi
cations hereinafter mentioned ; It is hereby c:nac
ted w follows: 

L The said Rules shall have, and shall , from 
the said first day of June, 

nules to hn\"O the force 1872, be deemed tO hrwe 
of luw, had, the force of law, sub
j ect to the following modifications (that is to say) : 

(a) In Rule 2, for the fignre and words " (2) 
two rupees," the words "three rupees, one anna" 
shall be su bsti tu.ted ; 

(b) In Rule 3, after the word 'Panjab,' the 
words " that may from time to time be determined 
by the Local Govemment" shall be inserted ; 

(c) In Rule 8, for the words the " Jbelum 
Di vision," the words "Commission er of l nlautl 
Customs" shall be substituted ; 

(rl) In Rule 17, for the wonls " Board of 
Administration," the words" .Lieutenant-Gm'ernor 
of the Panjab" shall be substituted ; 

vr.-t3!J <~ 

(e) In Rule 21, for the last twenty words, the 
following words shall be substituted (that is to 
say) : " alimentary salt illegally manufactured or 
imported"; 

(/) To Rule 22, the following words shall be 
added (that is to say) : " and may from time to 
time be altered by like notification" ; 

(g) In Rule 24, for the last twenty-eight words, 
the words " Inland Customs" shall be substituted ; 

(h) In Rule 26, for the words" in charge of the 
Preventive Line," the words "of the Division'' 
shall be substituted; and for the words, " salt is 
not the produce of the Sind S:.gar or KalaMgh 
Mines," tl1e words "possession of the salt is pro
hibited by paragraph 21" shall be substituted; 

(·i) In Rule 30, for the words " but that obtain
ed li·om the Sind Sligar Mines or from Kalabagh," 
t.he words "the possession of which is prohibited 
by paragraph 21" shall be substitu tl!d. 

STATEMJ~NT 01' 0BJEC'TS AND REASONS. 

In May 1851 the Government of I udia Hanc
t ioned certain rules for the realization and pro
tection of the revenue derived from the salt mines 
in th ~:~ Sind Sagar Doub and at Kalabagh, and, 
under the Indian Councils' Act, these rules 
acquired the force of lnw. They were repealed 
by . the Panjub Laws' Act, 1872. One of the 
resu Its is, that the tran:~port of Kol1 u t salt acro~s 
the Indus is no longer illegal and other provisionl! 
in the rules, necc~<sary for the protection of the 
Government revenue, ha'"e ceased to be valid. 

The object of this Bill is simply to revive ami 
continue these rules (with Cl!rtain slight modili
cations which have for some time beeu made iu 
(practice), pending the passage of the Bill to cou
sol.idate :w d amend the la w rela t ing to InlawJ 
Cust-oms. 

(S igned) 
Smr.A, 

'l'he 2tul O.:toln!;• I R72. 

WlllTLEY STOKE::>, 
::Jc,·,·l'fa ,·y to lit e GuvCt'll'ltt l' til of 1 udi<~. 


