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[Published with the" Bombay Govemment Gazette" on the 17th Dctobc;· 1872.1 

PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A. 
The follow i-ng Bill was in troduced in to the 

Coun cil of the Governor Geneml of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and R egulations on the 
.2 :)tb September 1872, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructioHs to report th ereon in 
a mouth :-

Bill No. 23 of 1872 .. 
'l'HE BURMA FERRIES BILL, 1872.' 

CON'l'EiX'l'S. 

PIIEA~IBLE. 
1.-Prelimina r·y. 

SECT!O!\". 
L Short title. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

Lucnl extent. 
Commencement, 

I I.~P1tblic Ferries. 
Power to declnro aud establish public ferries. 
Suporintondcncc of ferries. • 
Mnnagct)lcnt mny be vested in local llluni-

cipnlity ; 
·and proceeds paid into Municipal Fund. 

5. Lcttiu~ ferry-tolls by auction. 
G. Powct· to make rules . ... 
( , Prirnte forry not to ply within certain distance 

of public ferry wi thont sanction. 

Ilf.- 'l'ulls. 
8. Toll s. 
9. Tnulc of tolls. 

10. ~l.'oll s or rents to be credited to district fund. 

IV. -Pe-nalties. 
11. P~nalt,Y for failiug to affix or· for removing, 

nltcriug or dcfnciug tnh lc or tolls. 
12. Peunlty fur tnlcing utmntltori zcd toll, 

and for cnusing delay. 
13. Cnucclmont of lcnse on breach of rules. 
L 4. Penalties on pa--scugers oft'cntlitw. 
15. Penalty for plying within public ferry course 

without license. 
16. Fines commutable to simple imprisonment . 
17 . Olllecrs by whom ofl'cllccs nru triable. 

A Bi ll f01· ?'C[J!dctting F'el'i'ics in B?·iti8h Btwmu.. 
\Vhercas it is expedient to regulate the pub

Preamble. 
lic ferri es withia the Pro
vince of J3J'ltish Bur111a ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :-

1.-PnUmi'r<ct?",rJ. 

Short tit.le. 
I. 'l'lt i: Act mn.y be 

called " The Burma. 
F rries Act, 1872" : 

I t extends only to the territories uuder tltc 

Local extent. 

Commencement. 

adminis tra t ion oftlte Clticf 
Commissioner of Brit.isl• 
Burma· 

And it shall cotne"into 
force on tlt e pa··s ingt lwn.:o f. 

ll.-.P1tbl:ic .Fe,·,·ics. 
2. The Chief Co111missioner may clecla.re wlt:tt 

ferries wit.hin a ny p11 rt of: 
Power to declare ond British Bunna, sltall he 

~,to hlish pnhlic ferries. deemed pnl,Jic terril'< , and 

VI.-135 a 
may at auy time bcJ\·after 

establi~h new ferri e~. where, in his opuuon, t.hey 
arc needed, and may, from titne to time, cltangc 
the course of any puhlic ferry, or di ticOJit.inue 
any public fen y which he deemB unncccs;ary. 

3. The imm(juia le superintendence or all p11b· 
Supel"inlenJencc of for· lie fP. rric.'< shall, cxc,·pt a-

ries. hereinafter prov i<lct\, j,,. 

vested i11 the 1Jr"pu i y 
Commissioner of the district in wltich t.hey nr" 
sitmtte,and hcshnllmnk eallnccessary arra.ngct;. en t.; 
for t he supply of boll.lcs for such ferri es, and for thc 
collection of the authorized tolls levia ble therea t. 

4. The Chief Com missioner mn.y direct tJ,,.t 
rt11y public tony sit.tmto:d 

Mnungcmcni ma,· bo within the litni ts of alow 11 
. vcstctl in Locul ~hn;icipn-
li ty. may be ma.nngcd by t.hc 

' ofH ccr or pu hlic bod.r 
clmrgecl with the supcrinte11dcnce of the muni-
cipal a rrangements of such town, . · 

any may further direct that nil proceeds frotu 
nnd proceeds paid iuto such fe rri es : hall be paid 

Municipal Fund. into the munieipa,l fum\ 
of such town, 

and th ereupon such ferry shall be m::tnaged, :.11d 
such proceeds shall I.Jc paid, accorcliHgly. 

5. Not less than fifteen days before the beg iH· 
Letting- ferry-tolls by ni11g of tl~e offieia~ .>:car, 

nuct.ion. the to liM ol :\nypui.Jhc lc:tT)' 
may he put up to pnblic 

auction for such term not exccediug three yea r:< 
from the elate of the auction as rrmy I.Je dcenw,l 
expcdie11 t hy tlt c Corumissiom:r of the Divisiou iu 
which such ferry is s ituate, 

and may be let to the highest bidder a t :~ 
cert:.in a nnu::tl rate for t he whole term, pay
able uy quarterly instalments iu advance uot lt• le r 
titan the fifth day of t: vcry •1uarter of the year. 

Tlte le:see sha ll uiml himself to conform to t ltP 
rules made u11der t his Act for the mamwement 
and control of such fe rry, o 

and may be ca lled upou by the offi cer putti ng
the tolls of t ltc ferry up to auctio11 to "ive sur· lt 
security for bis good condnct and fo r the

0 

puuctual 
pay111Pnt of the reut tL~ such ofli ccr may deem fit : 

::;ucb officer may, for sufli cicut reasou duly rc: 
corded in writing, rl.' fu :E: to accept lite ofl"e r nf 
the hig hest bidder, attd may accept any other I," I\ , 
or may withdmw tltc toll~ from auction. 

G. 'Subject to the revision a 11d confirmali•w 

l>owcr to mnJ"' rules. oftlt c ClticfCont 111i. ·sivto <' r, 
tho Cowrnis,iuncr of (':tch 

DiviBiOII s ltall ma ke ntlcs-
fnr the cout.rol ami tfl !Ltta"ement of al l publi ~ 

ferri es witltin hi s division, 
0 

fur collecting tltc, rent p:.yahle for Ruclt feni ·~ . 
and for ti xi11g tlt c litni ts of the srttnc ; 
a 11d, wheu the to lls of a ferry h:we hcen I •t 

under sectiou five, ~hall ma ke addi tional rulc~-
for regulating the IIUIItlrcr auu !duds <•f IJUah 

and th ·ir ditnon. ious, :tlld the number of c·rcw t<,r 
c•ach !.oat whidt tltc lcs:ec of the tolls will ue re
q uired to keep, 

a 11d ~ I. e nunt bcr of JXts,eJtg-ur.;, ca rts. en,tTia;.(•'' 
::t.ud :tll~tnal.s, and t he quarotity of g<~ods tl.tat 111ay 
UC C:t iTtctl Ill Cac:h kind of bua.t at OIOC trip, 

a ud fur t he k e<· pin~ ,,f ~uclo boat>: cont inually i: t 
good c.,nrlit irm fu r the ~af\J C'JU;'".I"ancc uf pa;
:~::H g-., .-s aml property. 
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;. No per.<on shall, except with the sanction 
• • of the ofl1cer char~:,.-e<l with 

.Pr!mtc ferry not _to ply the mn.nagcmentof apub
w>thm cert.nm d•~tance lie ferry, keep a ferry-boat 
of p~•blic ferry w>thout for the purpose of plying 
&neuou. for hire within It distnnce 
of two miles above or below tile place where such 
yublic ferry is situn.ted. 

ILL-Toll.• .-
8. Tolls accordino- to such rates as n.re, from 

' o tin1e to time, fix ed by the 
Tolls. · Chief Commissioner, shn.ll 

be levied on aH pM;;engers, carts, carriages, cattle 
and othe1· n.uimals, and on nll goods and merchan
dize cnn-ied over nny public limy : . 

Provided thn.t the Chief C<•mmissioner mny, 
Iron• time to t ime, declare whnt per;ons, vehicles, 
nnimals and stores shall, when emplo~•ed or t.rnns
mitt<"l on the j)uhlic s ... rvice, be exelllpt. from j)ny
mont" of such t.ulls. · 

Wlwrc tlw tolls of a ferry hove been le t under 
section five, any such decla.ration, if mnde after 
the date of the auction, shall enti tle the lessee to 
~uch abatement of the rent payable in ,:espect of 
the tolls ns may be fix ed by the Cumm i~si(n1 er of 
tho Division with the concurrence of the Chief 
Commif<•ioner. 

· 9. The l es.~ee of the tolls of every public 
ferry, or other person 
authorized to collect such 

tolls, shall affix a. table of tolls, legibly written or 
printed in Bmmese, in some conspicuous place 
near the fer1·y. 

10. All tOlls or rents received under t his Act, 
Tolls or ronts to be shall, e:xcr-pt in cn.~es pro-

Tnble of tolls. 

credited to district fund, viue<1 for by section four, 
be creuited to the dist-rict 

fund. 

IV,-Pult!dties. 
11. Every lessee of the tolls of a public ferry 
Ponol\y for foiling to or other person authorized 

aflis or for rc>uo,·ing, nl1.t•r- to collect snch tolls, wiN 
iu.: or d<·faldng loblu of · nE-glects to affix nud keep 
tolL;. · in good order and repair 
tho toule of t.olls mentioned in ~ectiou nine, 

or· wlao wilfully removes, alters or <!cfitces such 
tahlo, or nllows it. to !Jccomc ill()gibl e, · 

shall he liable to tiue not exceeding twenty 
flljll'e~. 

I :t. Every such lessee or other person ns 
Penn ltv for tnl<ial" un- aforesaid a;;,king or taking 

authuri.,:d toll. " other tl1nn the la wlitl tQ]I, 
or without Ut1e ca.nse delaying :my passenger, 

d 1 d 1 · cart, carriage, unimal or 
un for cow ng u y. rruocls, 

shnll ho lin.ble to a pe1~nlty not exceeding lif~y 
rupees. 

13. In the cvc:-nt of any hrencl• of the rules 
t'unc•·lnll"nt of leu.., on few the management uf a 

broacl• uf rules. ferry, 
01· in the event of rep~atcd liabi!ity to the 

punnlties fCrip<!Cth•ely provided hy scct.Jons eleven 
ami twelve, 

'1'he Deput.y C'mnmi~sioncr shnll, wi~h. _the 
fiauction of the C'ummis.~ioner of tho Dp·1s1on, 
r~l!lcel th1-1 lease l'lf t.ho toiiH of sndt ti:oJT)' lll]d mnke 
other IIJ"I":lii!:(Cill!'lll<h j;,r it-s managtl111i:nt d~1riug 
tho rem1.LiuJ()r of tho term for whioh the toll~ 
were let, 

Penaltie• on pai!SI'II!fCI"II 
olleuding. 

H. Every pe1•son cros
sing at any public leay 
who refuse~ to pay tho 
proper toll, 

or who, with in tent of nvoiding pnyTent thc_rc
of, fmudulentJy or forcibly crosses nny lcrry-statwn 
without paying the toll, . . . . 

or who obstructs any toll collector _01. l e~see o~ 
the tolls of a j)ublic ferry, or any oflus assistants 

• · f" tl ··duty under in any way 111 the execut>ou o tell 

this Act, . . 1 1 s any · 
and (:Very person who ma.ltcJous y _c amage ', 

feny, wharf, boat, or a.ny other thmg emplo~ e<l 
in or nhout any public ferry, 

or who mnliciously removes, alters, des_troy~ ~r 1 
dnma.ges any table of tolls affixed as herembefoie , 
diTectecl, · . 

shnll be lia.hle to fine not exceedmg fifty_rupces 
over and above the value of the damnge, 1f an):• 

. which he has done. . , . 
0

. • 

15. Whoever conveys for lure any pa~scnoCJ, 
animal, cart, carnage or 

Ponnlty for plying w!th- other vehicle, or any gootls 
in pn!>lic feiTy course w1th~ or merchandize to or ti·om 
outhccnse. . ;111y point witl~in the 
limits assigned . to each pn~1lic !'c ~Ty, w1th_?ut a. 
specinl license from tl1e !:~nef c1 v~l ~uthont! of 
the ~tat.ion where such puhhc ferry IS s1tuate, shall 
be liable to fine not exceeding lift.y rupees .. 

Nothi1w in th is section applies to-
(n) ow~ers of bonts Jlrocecding to or from out

strations specially let for hire. for the conveyance of 
a-ny other person, or his fa-1~1ly .or go~ds, or 

(b) private persons crossmg lll. thmr o';n boats, 
or carrying across their fri_ends ~v1thout ll!re. . 

'l'l>e whole or any port1on of a.ny p~nalt.y l e:t
lized under this section mn.y, at the thscretwn of 
the convicting Mngistra te, be pn-id to the le~sec 
of the tolls of the ferry. 

16. All fines levied nn<ler thiH Act may he 
. · commnlerl to simple im-

. Fmc~ c~nmmtablo to prisomneut in aecordance 
Ollll(llc 1111pnsomuen\. . I I I .

1
. l 

w1t 1 t ae ~en e spt,CI 1el 
in sectio1i sixty-s.even of the Indian Peun.l Cotlc. 

17. All ofiences against th is Act. slmll l,e sum
Oflicors by whom r mnri ly he•t.rd and deter-

fences nru h-i"rtulc. 
0 

- mined uy the nearest A ·-
sistnnt Co111missiouer iq 

a district, and by n ",\'lnglstratc lu a ~own, within 
the limits of which (.he sante sha.ll have been com
!llitted. 

STATEMENT OF 0JJJ ECTS AND REASONS. 

Hitherto the ferries of British Burma. lmve been 
managed under rules sepamtely promu lgated in 
ench division bcilore the Province was formecl into 
a Chief Commissionership. 'l'hf'se r.ulcs are not 
uuilorm, und doubt exist.s us to t:he lcgnJauthorily 
which some of them possess. 'J'he whole conu t ry 
i~ iu tersect:ed with rivers; und us these ·are g rudn
nlly becomiug clwunels of nu iucre;Jsing tmde, :1.11d 
new mart-~ and villag<::s are springing up rn.pitlly 
011 their bunks, 1 he: question of Jerries hns uecowe 
on\! of ~ome impol'l;mce. 'l'hc Officiai.ing Chid'."'\, 
Cop1mi;;siouer, thcrcl(n·C', has requested the Go- . 
v"'nnnunt pf Judia to pn~s a g.,ucrnl euact1neni 
)"hich )"ill put the mnungement of the lcnies 
~lm~ughout the Province ou an uniform and legnl 
lootlllg. 

'l'hu Bill has b(·en prepared by the Ofiicinti ug 
Chi~f Counuissiouer. 

E. C, BAYLEY. 

SIMLA, 

'!'lw 5th Seplembe;· 1872. 

WHITLEY STOKER. 
Sec?·eta?'Y to t!te Guve?-wnwnt of I 1tdia, 


