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[Published with th~ "Bombcty Govel'll?IWnt Gatette" 01~ the lOt!t October 1872. l 

PART VI. 

8 I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M. E N T 0 F I N D I A. 
The following Bill was introduced into the 

Council of the Governor General of Indi(l for the 
purpose of making Laws and R egulations on the 
12th September 1872, and was referred to ::t 

Select Committee with instructions to r~port 
thereon in ::t fortnight :-

Bill No. 22 of 1872. 

THE PANJAB MUNICIPAL 
BILL, 1872: 

CONTEN'l'S. 

PREAMDt.E. 

1.-P,·dimincti"!J· 
SECTIO:>S. 

I. Short titlo. 
Commencement. 

2. Repeal of Acts. 
3. lnterpretntion-clnusc. 
4. Power to extend this Act to towns. 
5. Committees oxisting before the pnssage of Act 

XY. of 1867 to bo doomed Committees under 
this Act. 

G. Powet· to define limits of towns to which Act 
extends. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13, 

14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

I I .-.Appointment, Dutie.•, and P owe;·s of 
Committees. 

Power to appoint members of Committee. 
Powor to levy rntes or mnko assessments. 
Power to mako rules for collection and applica-

tion of mtes. 
Municipal Fund. 
Duties and Powers of Committees. 
Power t.o mako rules. 
Power to make bye-laws as to nuisances and 

registrntion of births and deaths. 
Power to suspend or limit powers of Committee, 
Provision for Police. 
Bye-laws to be con.li.nned and published. 

II l.-S~tits by wul Ct[JCtinst Committees. 
Snits by and against Committees. 
Contracts of Committees. 
Liability of membot"$ of Committees. 
No sttit to be brought against tho Committee, 

or their officers until after one month's notice 
of canso of suit. 

IV.-Pcnalt-ies. 

Penalty on member or servant of Committee 
being interested in contracts mnde with Com-
mittee. · 

Penalty for infringement of rules or byo-lnws or 
non-payment of fines. 

Prosecutions. 
Fines. 
Recovery of rntes. 

V.-illiscellaneous. 

22. Existin:; assessments and bye-laws to bo deemed 
to have been made under this Act. 

vr.-134 a 

A B ill to 1wovi de jo1· the appoint11l.ent n.f.Uwtticipal 
Conwllittcc.9 in the PctHJub, a1t<t Jo;· othc;· pm·· 
2l08CS. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for · t,he 
Preamble. appoin_tment ?fl\funicip_al 

Committees m towns m 
the Pnnj:tb, and for the police, conservancy, and 
local improvements, and lor educ::ttion, and lor the 
levying of rates and t::txes in sucl1 towns ; It is 
hereby enacted ns follows:-

I.-Prelimii!CW!J. 
1. This Act may be called "The Panjab, 

Short titlo. Mun icipal Act, 1872":-

And it shall come into force on the passing 
Conuucncomcnt. thereo[ 

2: Act No. XV. of 1.8()7 (to mctbJ bcft,J•"/il'o
fiopcnl of Acts. ' v/~ion.fi~,· _the nppoi-nl.~•Mmt 

o.f ilf1' ntcl pctl OonwHI tQc.~ 
in the PCIII\iab ctnd j'o1· ot/w;· pu.·1>odP.<) and Act 
No. II. of 1872 (to ?'cvivv ancl conliwuo !he oporct
tion of Act XY. of 1867) arc repoaled. 

But nil extensions ::tnd appointments mtule, (lnd 
::tH limitH defined, under tl1e former Act :haU be 
deemed to be, respectively, m(lde and defined under 
this Act. And an e.~tension of auy p:u·ticul::u· 
provision of Act No. XV. of .18()7 s hall be 
deemed to be an extension of the corresponJiw,. 
provision of this Act.. "' 

3. In this Actr-unless there he somethina 
repugnant in the ~ul~ject 
or context-

Tntcrpretntiou-cltlusc. 

"Committee" means a Municipal Committee 
"Committee." appointed under tlae pro

visions of this Ace. 

4. Tbc Local Government mo.y, by uotifica.tion 
. in tloe local officitt l Gu,-

Power to l•xtcnd tlus zcttc, extend t his Act or 
Act to town~. ,. . . . 

any Ol It~ prOVISIOns, to 
any town in the territoric~ under it.s government. 

5. All ·Municipal Committees appointed before 
· Lhe first day of March 

Committees c.,i ting he- 18Gi, with tiJC sauctiou 
fore the l'""'"gc of Act of any Lieuteuant Go\'Cr
X V. of 18ti7 to be deemed 
Comonittecs unilertloiaAct. nor oo· C hief Comrni~-

. . . s i~nor _of thll l'a!1ja b,. 
other then l\[umcopal CoonontUcos appomtod 
under Act No. XXVI. of V:l5U (lo qnal,lrJ ·i·rti
P1'0VC?iWfl.l.s to be Tn(J.tlc in towns), shall be 
deemed Conuoitt-ces under tlois Act. 

The Loct•l Government may extlod, by notifi
catio.n. in tLe. loc~l official Gnzet~c~ all or any of the 
prov1stons of t.lus Act to Municipal Committees 
appointed nuder the sa.id Act No. XX VI. ofl850. 

So much of any Act, Regulation or Rule haviu." 
the .f~rce of law, as may be inconsistllnt with any 
proviSIOn so extended to a Conuuittco, shall, from 
and after the date of such extcnijiou, cease tv 
h<we effect in the case of such Committee. 
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6. For the purposes of this Act, the Local 
. . Government may, from 

Power to de~e hnuts time to time, by notifica
of towns to wluch Act t' . tl I l ffi . I exton~. iOn m 1e oca o CJa 

Gc~zcttc, define the limits 
of any town to which this Act l1as been extended, 
and may include within the limits of such town 
any rnilway station, villa6re, building or land in 
its vicinity. 

II.-.A1J]lOinliment, Duties, wnd Powers of 
Committees. 

7. In any town to 
Power to nppoint mem- which this Act is extend-

hers of Committee. ed, the Local Govern
ment may-

( a) appoint, either cx-o.flicio or otherwise, or 
direct the appointment by election of any number 
of persons, not less then five, to be members of a 
Committee; · 

(b) n,ppoint some of the members of such 
Committee n,nd direct the appointment of others 
bJ: election for carrying out the . purposes· of 
tins Act; 

(c) from time to time, remove any of the 
members of any Committee, add to their number, 
and fill up vacancies occurrino- n,mo'no- them · 

(cl) determine the time ~nd m~mer ;f the 
election of those members whom he may direct 
to be n.ppointed by election, n,nd the persons by 
wl10m they shall be ~lected, and generally mn.ke 
any rules for regulatmg the election of such mem
bers that the Locnl Government thinks fit; 

(e) O.)Jpoint the President and Vice-President 
or either. of t.hem, of any Committee, or sn,nctioi; 
the electiOn by nny Committee of one of their 
members ns President or Vice-President or either 
oft.hem. 

All RjJpointn1ents under this ~cction shall be 
notified in the local official Gc~zettc. 

8. E1•ery Committee may, with the previous 
sanction of the Local Go-

Power to lovy rnt~s or vemment to be notified 
lllnko nsscssuJonts. in the Ideal official Ga
zette, define the persons or property within 
the town to be taxed for the pmposes of this Act, 
nnd t.he nmount or rate of the tn.xes to he imposed 
hereunder. 

E~·ery Committee may ilnt>ose such taxes ac
cordmgly, unless the Governor General in Council 
forbids such imposition. 

Power to mnko rules for 
collection nud npplication 
of rntep. 

9. 'l'he Local Govem
ment may, from time to 
time, make rules-

• ns ~o the llei'SOiis by whom, and t;he manner 
m which, any n~se~sment of taxes under this Act 
shall be continued, 

and for the collection of such taxes ; 
and fot· the safety and due n,pplication of them 

when collected ; 
~d for tl1 rendering and publishing of such 

estunates a!l~ accounts relating to the expenditure 
of the ~\tniOipal Funds, and in such form ns it 
may thmk fit. 

The Local Government may, from time to time, 
repeal, alter or add to such rules. 
• No tax shall be collected under this Act, until 
1t h1111 been confimted by the persons and in 
manner hereinbefore mentioned. 

10. All sums received by the Committ?e of any 
. . town to which th1s Act ex-

l\lwuCJpnl Fund. tends, and all fin~s levied 
under this Act, shall constitute a full(\, wh1ch shall 
be called the ?.fuuicipal fund of st~ch town, and 
shal~ together with all property ·Which may b~
come vested in .such Committee, be under their 
control, and shall be applied by them ·as trustees 
for the pur}Joses of this Act. . 

11. Every Committee so far ns the Munici}Jal 
. Fund at their disposal will 

Co~~~':.ce~~d powers of Jlermit, sha.U, after }Jrovid
mg out of such Fund for 

a }Jolice est.1.blishmeut in manner hereinafter men
tioned, 

keep the public streets, roads, drains, tanks, and 
water-courses of the town for which they a.re 
appointed clean and repnircd; 

and may cause,such streets and roads, or any of 
them to be watered and lighted ; 

nnd may cm;~truct new streets, drains, tanks, 
and water-courses ; 

and may construct and provide for the manage
ment of poor-houses, dispensm·ies, market-places, 
and other works of general utility; 

nnd generally may do all acts and things neces
sa.ry for the pur}JOscs of conscrvnncy and local 
improvement, 

nnd m:ty also make provision, by the establish
ment of new schools or the aiding . of ah·eady 
existing schools or otherwise, for the promo~io.n of 
educn.tion in the town 'for which such Committee 
is a.ppointed. 

Power to m,nko rnles. 12. Every Committee 
mn,y make rules for regu
lating-

the time aud place of their l'ileeting; 
the conduct of their business; 
the division of clu ties among the members of the 

Committee ; 
the salaries, ' a)Jpointment, suspension and re

moval of the officers and servants of the Com
mittee; 

and other similar mn.tters. 

Power to mnlre bye-lnws 
ns to nuisances nmlrcgis
trntion of births nnd(lcl\lhs. 

13. It shall· be lawful 
for any Conmiittee· to 
make bye-laws- . · 

~or defining, prol~ibiting and reJi1oving nuisances 
which arc not public or common nuisances under 
the Indian Penal Code, or under Act No. Y. of 
ISGl (fol' the •,•egnlc~tion of Pol'ice) ; 

for empowering the officers .of the Committee to 
enter upon }Jr~v :ttc property for t.he detection nnd 
removal of nmsauccs whcu necessary; , -

for t.lw securing of a proper registi·ation of births 
and de..1.ths ; · r 

an.d for carrying out all or any of the purposes 
~iliffiA~ . 

'fhe Committee may, from time to time repeal 
alter or add tQ such.bye-laws. ' ' · ' 

14. The Local Government may, by order, sus
. ~ower to susron~ or pend 01' limit all or any of 

lil!nt powers o Com- the powers of any Com
mittee. . m~ttec, and may also 
cancel nuy of their proceedmgs or rules. 
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15. Every Committee fil)pointed shall set apart 
Provision for Police. out of the Municipal 

Fund, such sum as the 
Local Government requires for the maintenance of 
the police establishment il1 the town. 

16. No bye-law, and no alteration or repeal of 

B I t I . or addition to a. bye-law, ye- nws o Je con- 1 II h "" .1 . firmed and published. s m ave euect unt1 1t 
bas been confirmed by the 
Local Goven~ment. 

All bye-laws made under this Act, :md all rules 
made under section twelve, and all alterations and 
repeals of and additions to such bye-l:1.ws and 
rules, shall be published for such length of time 
and in such manner as the Local Government 
from time to time directs. 

I I I.-s~~its by cmcl ctgctinst Committees. 

S . b d . t 17. Every Committee 
Con~•~lttee~ nn ngmns shall sue and be sued in the 

" name of their President. 

Every contract made on behalf of any Com-
Contracts of Com- mi ttee in re~pect of any 

mittee~. sum exceedmg twenty 
rupees, or in respect of 

any property exceeding t wenty rupees in value, 
sb :1.1l be in writing, and shall be signed by the 
President or Vice-President (if any) and a t least 
two other members of the Committee. 

No contract unless so executed shall be binding 
on the Committee on who:e behalf it is made. 

No member of a Committee shall be personally 
Linbility of members liable :or . an~ ~out~·~ct 

of Committees. made OJ eXJ)ense mcuu ed 
by or on behalf of the 

Committee : but the funds from ti111 e to time in 
the hands of the Committee sball be liable for, and 
chargeable with, all coutrncts duly made as afore
said. 

E very member of a Commi t tee shall he lia.ble 
for a.n,r' misapplication of money entrusted to the 
Committee to which he has been a party, or which 
happens through, or is facilita ted uy his neglect 
of his du ty; 

and he shall IJe liable to be sued for the same 
in such Court as the Local Government directs as 
for .money due to the Secret.ary of S tate for India 
in Council. 

18. No suit shall be brough t against a Com
mittee or any of their offi-

Ko suit to · be b1·ought cers or any person actinrr 
~gninst. the . Committe.c uncl~r ti1eir direct ion fo~ 
or thell' oflJcei'S, untli . ' . 
nfter one month's notice any thmg done under th1s 
of cause of suit. Act, until "the ex})imt ion 

., of one month next after 
«< notice in writing has been delivered 01· left a.t t he 

office of the Committee, or at the place of abode 
of such person, explicitly stating the cause of suit 
and t.he name and place of auode of the in tended 
plaintiff. 

Unless such not.ice be proved, the Comt shall 
find for the defendant. 

Every such suit shall be commenced within 
three months next after the accrual of the cause 
of suit, and not afterwards. 

And if any person to whom any such notice of 
suit is :;,riven shall, uefore snit lJroughi, tender 

sufficient amends to the plaintiff, such plaintiff 
shall not recover. 

IV.-Penalties. 

19. No member of a :Municipal Committee or 
servant of the Committee 

Pcnnlty 011 member or shall be interested directly 
scrvnnt of CoUllllittcc 
being interested in con- or indirectly in any con
tmcts mndc with Com- tract made with the Com
mittee. mittee, and if any such 
person l)e so interested, l1e shall thereby lJccome 
incapa.ble of. continuing in office or in employ
ment as such member o1· servant; and shall he 
liable to a fine of five hundred rupees : 

Provided that no person by being a. sh:ireholdcr 
in or member of any incorporated or registered 
Company, shnll be disqualified from acting as a 
member or servant of a Committee hy reason of 
any contract entered into between such Company 
and the Committee. 

Neverthelesti it shall uot l•e bwful . for such 
shareholder or member to act as a member of 'the 
Committee in any matter relating to auy contrnct 
entei·ed into between the Commit tee and such 
Compauy. 

20. Whoever infringes ~ny rule made nnde1· 
sect1ou twelve, or any hye-· 

PenalLy for infringe- Jaw made and confhm cd 
mcnt of l'ttlcs o1· byc·lnws . I' . t 1 · t l is Act 
or non-payment of lines. as < n ee ~l m ' · , 

shall be lmble to a fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees, and, in the case of_ a con
tinuin" iufrin rremcnt, to a fine not cxcecdmg five 
rupee..;=' for c::ery <lay after notice from t.he Com
mi ttee of such infringement. 

In dctault of p.'1ym<mt of auy fi ne imposed 
under t his section, the delitul ter sha.ll be liable ' 
to be imprisoned ior a term not exceeding eight 
days. 

21. Prosecutions under this Act for infringe

Prosecutions. ments of rules or uye-lnws 
may be institu ted before 

:my 1\larristrate by i.hc Committee, or any person 
authoriz~d by the Committee, iu this behalf ; 

:md all fines imposed under this Act may be 

l'incs. 
recovered in nmuner pro
vided by t.hc Code of Cri
minal Procedure. 

Rates aml arrears of rnles impo:ed umler thi. 

Heco'' ~ry of rntcs. 
Act may be recovered as 
if tl1ey were' fin es. 

V.-Jlliscellctncous. 

22. All assessments, bye-laws, rules and rcgu-
. lations of any kim! re1nt-

F. .. d.<tin~ n>;;cl,$11lent· and ing to mat ters provided 
bye-!:""" to be deemed t.o for in this Act, w !1 ich may 
lmve been made under tlus • l t l · 1'· 
Act. pr?vJOus ·0 l <.: ll:u·: mg o 

tins Act , have bccu made 
uy or received the approval of the Local Govem
ment, shall be de~m ed to have b('cn made in 
accordance with the provisions of tl1is Act. 

And all proceedings t.'1kcn under :~uy such 
assessments, bye-laws, rules a.Jl(l rcgulnt.Jous shall 
be deemed to be as valid as if they had been taken 
under this Act. 
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STAT&!ENl' OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

Act XV. of 1867 (to ?Jw,lce bett&;·zwovision fo?' 
tJw ooppoi.ntment of llfttnici1Jctl Commttlees in the 
Pa?I(Jdb wncl fo?· othe?' P1lii'JlOBeB) was enacted for 
onlv five years, which expired on the 1st March 
18'72. Its duration was tlren extended for one 
year by Act II. of 1872. The present Bill pro
poses to make Act XV. permanent, and to etl'ect 
the following changes in it.s substa-nce :-

'rhe previ(ms sanction of the Local Govemment 
J'equired to the mtcs levied by Municipal Com
mittees, will be published in the officinJ Gc~zctte. 

'fhc Government of 1ndia is expressly em
powered to forbid ~he imposition of any such rate. 

Municipal Commit.tees are empowered to make 
IJye-Jaws under which their ofticers may enter 

upon private property for the detection . and 
removal of nuisnnces. 

The section giving JJO~ver to extend the Act to · 
Oudh and the Centra.! Provinces is omitted. The 
Bill as fr,umid will operate only in the Panjab. 
But the Chief Commissioners of Oudh nnd the 
Central Provinces will be invited to consider 
whether it ilmy not usefully be made.expressly ~o 
apply to the territories respectively under then· 

·Administrations. 

(Sig_ned) R. E. EGE!l'l'ON. 

SIMLA, 

Tlw 29th .A ugu.st 1872. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

Scc1·eta-.·y to the Gove-.·nment of l ncltrh. 

,;.r, 


