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THE 

~ u b 1 i s h e d b u ~ u t h o r i t JJ. 
------- -------- -------------------

THURSDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER 1872. 

PART VI. 
B .IL L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N D I A. 

LEGI SLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following Bill was intro<luccd in to the 

Council of the Governor Gen eral of India for the 
1mrpose of makiug Laws and Regulations on the 
12th September 1:872, nnd was referred to a 
Select Committee with instrnctions to report 
thereon in a for tnight :-

Bill ;No. 22 of 1872. 

THE PANJAB MUNICIPAL 
BILL, 1872. 

CONTENTS. 

P REAMBLE. 
1.-P•·diminm·tl· 

SECTIO:'I . 

I. Short titlo. 
Commcncomont. 

2. Repeal of Acts. 
3. Intcrpretation-clnusc. 
4. Power to extend this Act to towns. 
5. Committees existing hcforo tho pns~ngo of Act 

XV. of 1867 to -be doomed Committees under 
this Act. 

6. Power to define limits of t.owns to which Act 
extends. 

l 1.-.t.ppm:ntmcnt, Dut·ies~' cmd Powers of 
Committees. 

7. P ower to appoint members of Committee. 
8. Power to levy rnte~ or mnko assessments. 
9. Power to make rules for collection nnd applica-

tion of rates. 
10. lllunicipnl Fund. 
11. Duties and Powers of Committees. 
12, Power to mnke rules. 
18. Power to mnke byo-laws ns to nuisnnccs and 

registration of births and deaths. 
14. Power to suspend or limit powers of Committee, 
Hi. Pro~ision for Police. 
16. Bye-laws t o be confinned aud published. 

VI.-131 

I I I.-Suit> i-!1 awl again <~/ Coitwlill~<'$. 

SEC1'10!<. 

17. Snit.H hy ami agninst Commit.tccs. 
Cont.mct" of Committees. 
]~iai.Jility ol' mcm\•cts or Cvmmittoc ,. 

ltl. ~ o suit to he l'n·on~ht ngainst tho Conuuiltcl• 
or their ol1\ccr~ uutil aftu t· ouc utuuth's uotit•v 
of cause of suit. 

19. 

20. 

21.. 

l V.-l't?talties. 

Penalty ou mcmher or scrnmt of Uumlll itt(•tJ 
being interested in coutmcts mudc with t\•111· 
lllittco. . 

Penalty for infl'ingcmont of rules or b,,·c-lnll'~ Ol' 

nou-pnyment of fine". 
Prosccut ious. 
Fines. 
Hccovcry of rates. 

V.-M'iscellCIIIeo",'· 

22. .Exist.in;! assessmouls nml l,yc-laws to be deem(•• I 
to h:\l'c hcon.made uuolor this Act. 

L1 Billlo zn·ovitle,l'o,·l!.c <IJ'l'O;I,/1u en l of ill•udci:J•al 
Cui•LIIIilf<'<'•• i11 tit~-: Pcutitil•, C~tHl.fin· o/J.e.- JHU'· 

11U8f:d. 

Whereas it is ex]'ed ieut to provide l~r the 
appoiutrnou t of Municipal 
Comm ittees in towns in 

the Panjab, and for the police, conservancy, u.ntl 
local irnproveineuts, and lor educati'>n, and for the 
levying of rates and taxes in such towns ; It. i11 
hereby enacted as follows :-

l,rcurul,le. 

I.- h ·eliJI(inrlil·y. 

1. This Act may be called "The Pnnj ah, 
Short title. Municipal Act, 1872":-

Aud it shall come into force on the pMsiug 
Comm~nceweut. thereof. 



:!. .Ac~t ~~~. X. V. of I SU7 (It~ m,rl,·,, f~,! ff, . l' ,J,·rj­
ui.~i,,ll ,;,,·1/, f' 'lf'}J"'·,c luu:o/. 

Ht'ptJnl of :\ct ~. '!l Jf,;11 im·1,rd U rtlii. tilt'if ct"'H 

j,1 t/lr· p,ltljtib aud j"u'.' of/,,. /'1t, ·~,,.J."ws) aut! A.ct 
No. H. uf 11>72 (lu t'•·t't U(' ru,/. •'<Jililllllr' lite opcr·w 
fl'n,1 '!J'.kl XV. f!l' l8U7) a re repcnlt!d. 

Bnt. all cxteusiuuti mul nppointmen t~ made, and 
nil limit~ dctinecl, under ~he forutcr Act shall he 
dccmetlto be, rcspec~ively, 1uadc nnd dcfi11cd tutdcr 
this Act. Ami an e;..teHsioH of any 1)nrticular 
provision of Act No. XV. of JS(j7 ~lwll .be 
deemed to be an extension r,f l he cnrrc•spoHdmg 
provi:ion or this ~ct. 

:1 Jn this Actr-unlcss there be sometltil)g 
repng n:mt in the ""l~ject 
o1· cuutexi-

.. eonrmitt.••••" 111 enn.· n Municipa l Committee 

" ( 'ommittec·.'' 
nppoint.ed und er the pro­
visions ofthis Act. 

+. ;J'lrc Locnl Governmen t may, by notificatiou 
in the local ofiicial G(~­

J'owcr ln c·xl.t•n•l lili• z(;/ fc, ex l.end this Act 0 1' 
.·\ct. to town~. nny of i t: prov isions, to 

:HI\' J,olWII iu t>lre territori es under it" Government. 
:i. All Mnui C' ipa l Conunitt.ccs :Lppoiu tccl \,eforc 

Connuincus rxjsting- be­
fOre t.ho. Jlllf.:~'lgtJ nf Act 
XY. of l l:iUi' to loo det' mecl 
.(:onnuittf' U:'< uru.lc-rtllis r\.ct. 

tire fi rst d:ty or M.nrch 
l 8{;7, wi t h the sn nction 
of nny Lientcnn.nt Gover­
nor o1· C l1i ef Commis­
sioner or the Punj{t b, 

other then Ahmicipal Connnittees appointed 
un•l"'' Act· No. XXVI. of lSi'iO (to clto,ul tJ irn­
l"'vllcmelli" to be- mrule i"' lmvns) , ~hall be 
<lecmcd Committees under this Act. · 

The T,oC"al Government may exten,l, by notiti­
t•ottion i11 1 he local oft1cia.l G· ~zt~Ut, all or any .. ,r the 
provi~iou" of this Act ~~~ Municipal Comn•i ttces 
appoiutcd lllul<'l' t.hc sa id Act .No. XX I L. ol'l SiiO. 

So IIIHClr of any .tl.c t., R ·•gu ln.tiou or Ru le lr :wiug 
the furcc of law, as ma,)' I.e iu co11sisteut with any 
provision "0 uxtowled t.o [L Commi ttee, shall, from 
lllnl aft.CI' t.l\ (: date Of such extcnsiuu, cease to 
h•n·t'f cft(·ct in t he ca•e of. nch Committee. 

(i. Fur the pmpo:es of this Act, the Local 

Power to dufinu limit.-; 
"f town• to which Act 
cxtcml~. 

Guvt.-:rn ul~o::Ht 111a.y, fr01n 
~in1 e to t ime, l,y notifica­
t.ion in t.Le loctLl oliicia.l· 
Gazette, define the li mits 

Qf nny town to which t.I.i: Act has been exteuded, 
mnl may iHcllllle withiu t h • limi ts of ~uch town 
:"•Y .n.'il.wny RULtion, village, l!uiltling or· land i11 
ItS \' ICilllt)'. 

li.-AJli•Oitttrnenl, DH;{.u!S, (,lfttll PrJwc; ·.~ o( 
Con.,,.i.ttees. · 

7. In a.uy town to 
Powor to npJ>Oint 111~111- wl1ich t his Act is extend-

her• uf O,•unuittcc. eel, the Local Govem­
ment mu.y-· 

. (a) uppoint.,, either c:c-o.{)icio or otherwise, or 
dtreet the appomtment by election of any number 
of person~, not le11.~ then five, to be members of n 
Committee; 

(b) np).XIint ~ome of the members of such 
Committee and direct the appointment of others 
by election for cnnyhw out the purposes of 
this Act; 

0 

(c) from time to ~ime, remove nny of the 
members of any Commtttee, add to their number 
an4 fill up vacancies occurring among them ; ' 
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(1l) determine the t im e nnd mnm)er of. the 
election of those members whom he may d1rect 
to be appointed by elect.ion, n.nd the '1)ersons by. 
whom they slmll be elected, and generally make 
nny rules for reg ulating the election of such mem­
bers that the Loca l Government thin ks fit; 

(e) appoint the President and Vice-President, 
or eit her of t hem, of any Committee, or sanction 
t lr e election by a ny Committee of one of their 
members a~; President or Vice-Presiden t or either 
of t hem. 

All appoin tnients under t his ~ection sha ll be 
notified in the local official GctzeUe. 

B. E;very Committee may, with the previous 
sanction of the Local Go-

Power to len · mtcs or vern1ncnt, to be uot.ifiecl 
mnko nssessmcnh. in the local offi cial G(~-
zet/e, define the persons or }Jroper ty wit.hin 
t ile town to be tnxed for the purposes o!' this Act, 
and the amount or rnte of t he taxe~ to be imposed 
hereunder. 

Every Committee.may impose such taxes ae­
conlingly, unless I he Govemor General in Cenncil 
forbi lls such i rnposi t ion. · 

Power to mnlw rules for 0. The Local Govern-
collcction and npplication mcn t may, from time to 
of ra1es. t ime, nia.ke rules-

as ({) the persons hy wl1 om, and the mnnner 
in which, any as:essmen t Qf taxes under this Act 
~h a ll be conlinnell, 

and for t ire collection of SI!Clr taxes; 
and for the safety aiiCl due application of them 

when collected ; 

and for t he rendering nnd publishi ng of such 
cstima,tes :wei account: reln.Ling to the expendi ture 
of ~he 1\Junicip::tl Funds, nncl in such form n.s it 
may think lit. 

The Loca l Government may, from time to time 
repeal, ull.er or add to such rules. 

No tax shall be co ll ected under th is Act, until 
it has been co_mlinned by t he persons ·and in 
manner hereinbefore mentioned. · 

10. All sums received by tire Committee of nny 

)Junicipnl :Fund. town to which this Act ex­
teuds, and all lines levied 

under th is Act, shall constitu te a. fund, which shall 
be ca.\led the Mu1!icipal fund of such town, and 
shall, together. with all prope~'ty which may be­
come vested m such C01nrmtteo, be under their 
control, and shall be applied by them as trustees 
for the purposes of this Act: 

fl. Every Committee, so far us the Municipal 
Duties rul(l pow~rs of Fu~d. at their disposal '~ill 

Committe~. pe1 mtt, shall, after provHI-
mg out of such Fuud for 

n. police csta.hli slunent in manner hereinafter m en­
tioned, 

keep the 1Jublic · treets, roads, drains, tanks, and 
water-courties of the town for which they are 
appointed clean and repaired ; 

and may cause such streets and roads or any of 
them to be watered and lighted ; '. 

and may construct new streets, drains, tanks 
and water-courses ; . ' 

autd nf1ny eon
1
struct adn.d provide for the mana"'e­

men o lloor- 19uses, 1speusaries, market- l . "' , 
and other works of general utility; . P ace~, 



r 

and generally may do all acts and thin rrs ucces­
~ary for· the purposes of conservany a~d local 
tmprovement, 

and may also make provision, by the c:·talJ!ish­
ment of new schools or t he aiding of already 
existing schools or otherwise, for the promotion of 
educatiOn in the town for which such Committee 
is appoin ted. 

Po·wcr to mnkc l' uh.·~. 
1.2. E Yery Committee 

may make rules for regu-
latmg-

the t ime :tnu place of their meeting; 
the conduct of their business ; 

the division of duties among the members of tlie 
Committee ; 

the sala ri es, appoin tment, smpension and rc­
mo'•al of the officers aud tiCI'\'ants of the Com­
mittee; 

and other similar matters. 

Power to lllakc byc-lnw.i 13. It t hall Lc lawful 
ns to nuisunccs and regis- for a ny Committee to 
\.ration of births nud denth~. make bye-laws-

for dcfinin rr, Jlrohibi t ing and removing nuisances 
which arc: not public or contuJOn nuisances under 
the Ill(! ia n P enal Code, or tnHler Act ~o. V .. of 
1861 (tin· the ?'eglllalion '!t' Pol·ice) ; 

for empowering the offi cers of the Commit tee to 
en t<>r upon private property for the de tection and 
remo,·al or uuisances when necessary ; 

for the . ·cur ing o( a proper reg istrat ion of birthti 
and deaths; 

and for carryiug (\ll t al l .. r auy of the purpo~cs 
of this A ct.. 
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The Committee ml1.y, from t ime t.o t ime, repeal, 
alter or mltl to suclt bye-hws. 

14. The Loca l Government may, by o rder, ~u ~~ 
Power to suspend or pend or limi L a ll or any of 

limi t powers of Com- t he powe rs of any Com­
mittee·. mittce, a ud may nlso 
cancel any of their proceed ings or rules. 

] :;, Every Committee appointed shall set apart 
p . Yi ' ion for Police. out of t.he ~hmicipa l 
· 10 • Fund, such su1u as t lo 

Local Government requires fur t.hc main tena nce of 
the police establi sh ment in the towu. 

16. No bye-law; a nd no al teration or re peal of 

n I t 1 
or add it ion to a bye-law, 

yc- nws ·o JC con- 1 ll l fl' t ... 1 ' t firmC<I nnd published. s ta mve e ec ltllLJ t 
has beeu confirmed by the 
Local Government. 

All bye-laws made under this Act, and a ll rules 
made under section twelve, allll all alterations and 
repeals of and allditions to such bye-laws and 
niles, shall be published for such length of t ime 
and in such manner as the Local Government 
from time to time directs. 

III.-Sl~its by aliul agcti/l~t Cowmittees. 

Suits by nnd ngniust . 17. E very Committee 
Committees. sha ll sue and besued iu!the 

name of'theit· President.. 

Every contract made on behalf of any Com-
Contracts of Com- mittee in respect of any 

mittecs. sum exceeding twenty 
rupees, or in respect of 

any property exceeding twenty rupees in va lue, 
shall be in writing, and shall be signed by the 

President or Vic~-Presidcnt (if any) and at leasfi 
two other members of t he Committee. 

· No con tract unle ·s tiO executed shall be binding 
on the Comtnittee on whose behalf it is made. 

No member of a Gommittec simi! be personally 
Linbility of member> liable for nny ._contract 

of Committee·. ma\le or expense mcurred 
hy or on behalf of the 

Committe ··: but the fmvls from time to time in 
the hands of the Committee tiball be liable for, and 
chargeable with, rtll contract~ duly m::tlle a.s afore­
said. 

Every member of'a Committee shall be liable 
for a ny nlisapplication of money entrusted to the 
Comm ittee to which he hns been a party, or which 
happens through, or is facilit.ated by his neglect 
of his duty; 

and he ~hall be liable to be sued for l,hc same 
iu ·uch Court ns the T..oca.l Govemmen t directs a~ 
for money due lo the Secretary of State for Indi(J, 
in Couucil. · 

ll:i. No su it sbnll be brought against n Com­
• . ll1ittce or any o f the ir olll­
~0 smt to be hro~•:;ht ccrs, or any person acting 

ngmu:;L rh · Comnntlt:!O l . t l ,. . 1 ..• t' ~ , 
nr their l'l fii C 1':!, until Hil l OJ , lt:ll ( II CC lOll , ~~ 
nfter one ""' mh's nolir:o a ny tlung done under tht~ 
o(cnuse or snit. Act, un t il the expirat ion 

or one month next nfter 
notice in writing has been tlclivercd or left at tho 
ofli ce of the Comn1ittcc, or at the place of nbodo 
of such person, ex plicity : tating the cnusc of suit 
:~ nd th u name· and place of a l•otle of t he inteuded 
plaintifl 

Unless such notice he vrovcd, the Court slmU 
lind for the defendant. 

Every such : uit ~hall l,c commenced within 
Lhrcc mou tf1 s next after the accrunf of the cnnse 
of suit, a ud uv t aftcrwardti.' 

A nd if any portiOn to whom a ny s uch no~icc of 
sui t is gi,•en s!Ja ll, hofore suit broug h t , lendet· 
~uf:lic i eut amends to the plaiutift; such plaintiff 
sha ll uot recover. 

l V.-Pcno.lti1!S. 
J D. No member of a Municipal Committee Ol' 

scrmu t t>f the Com111itteo 
Penfll lv on mcmhcr or .1 .1 ' 

scrmnt · of Conunitloc shall he iu tcrc~teu u1rectly 
hoing int •rr•ted in cun- 01' indirectly iu a ny cou­
lracw u1adc with Com- tract tnaol c with the Com­
wittc~. mittec, aut! if auy such 
persou he ~o in terested, he shall thereby become 
incap:tble of continuing in office or iu em ploy­
ment as such member or scrvaut, aut! sha ll he 
liable to :t fine of live ltuudred rupees : 

l)rovidcd t.hat uo person by bciug a shareholclcr 
in or mc•ubcr of a ny incorporated o•· regis tered 
Company, shall uc disq ua lifi ed ti·orn acting 1.1..~ n 
memlJCr or serva nt of a Committee by reason of 
a ny con tract entered into between such Cvmpany 
a ud t lt c Comwittce. 

Ncvcrthelesti it shall not be lnwfnl for such 
slmrchold cr or member to act as a m ember of the 
Comtnittec in any matte•· relating to a ny contract 
eutered iuto between the Committee and such 
Compa.uy. 

20. Whoever infringes any rule made under 
section twelve, or any bye­
law mado and confirmed 
ns directed in this Act, 
sLall be liable to a tine not 

Pcnnlty for infringc­
lnc:nt of rules or byc-111 ws 
or non-paym~nt of lincH. 



exceeding fifty ntpees, and, in ·the cn.~e of n con­
tinuing infringement, to a. fine not exceeding five 
rupees f9r every dny a.fter not.ice from the Com­
mrttee of such infringement. 

In default of pa.yment of any fine imposed 
under this section, the def.'lnLter shn lJ be lia.ble 
to be imprisoned for !I term not exceeding eight 
days. 

21. Prosecutions under this Act for infringe­

Prosecutions. 
ments of rules or bye-laws 
mn,y be instituted ])efore 

any ~1:ngistrate by the Committee, or any person 
nuthorized by the Committee, in this behalf; 

a.nd all fi;JeS imposed uncler t his Act may be 
recovered in manner pro­
vided by the Code of Cri­
minal Procedure. 

R~tcs and nl'l'e::U'S of mtes im}JOsed under' this 

Recovery of rntcs. 
Act m~ty be recovered ns 
if they were fines: 

V.-J1fisccllcmeous. 
22. All assessments, bye-laws, rules nnd regu­

E.tistingnMcssmc.nts nn<l 
byc-lawi! to be doomed to 
bnvo boon ronde nnder this 
Act. · 

la tions of any kind reln.t­
iug to matters provided 
for in this Act, which may, 
previous to the passing of 
this Act, have been made 

by or received the a.pprova.l of the Local Govem­
ment, shall be deemed to have been made in 
a.ccordnnce with the provisions of this Act. 

And ~II proceedings t.1.kim 'under· any such 
assessments, bye-laws, rules and regulations shall 
be deemed to be ns valid !IS if they had been taken 
under this Act. 
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STATE~rENT or OnJE~Ts AND R~;.\SONs. 

Act XV. of 1867 (to nw!.:e bette;·p;·oui'!!ion (o·,· 
the ap]iointment of Jlftt.?t icipal Comm·ittecs i~.· the 
P.wn.i£cb cmcl .fo;· otlw,· 1mrposes) was enacted fur 
only live yea.rs, which expired on the l st March 
1872. Its tlura.tiou was then exteuded for one 

· yea.r by Act II. of 1872. The present Bill pro­
poses to ma.ke Act XV. J>ermauen t, aud to e!-lect 
·the following changes in its substance:-

The previous sanction of the Loca.l Govenul)eut 
required to the rntes levied by Municipal Com­
mittees, will lJe published in the official Gazette. 

. The Govemment of India. is expressly em­
. powered to forhid the imposition of nny sucl1 r!lte. 

:M:unicipai Committees nre empowered to make 
bye-la.ws under "·hich thei,r officers may enter 
upon private }JI'O}ler ty for the detection and 
removnl of nuisances. 

The section giving power to extend the Act to 
Oudh and the CentraL Provinces is omitted. The 
Bill as fra.med will opera.te only in the Punjah, 
But t.he Chief Commissioners of Oudh anci' the 
CentraL Provinces will be invited to consider 

· whether it may not usefully be made expressly to 
a.pply to the territories respectively under t.heir 
Administrations. 

(Signed) R. E. EGERTOX. 

SIMLA; 

The 29th .A ug·nst 1872. 

WHiTLEY STOKES, 
Sec1·elMy to the Gove1·nmrnt o.f Tndia. 


