
~ 
(X) ... 
.... 
0 

m 
t!) 

0 z 
't: 

C!) 
~ 

ell 

bJI 
C!) 

~ 

i 

425 

THE 

@ 1l b t l !i It c tl b !.! ~ 1t t lt 0 \' i t !.!· 

THURSDAY, 11TH JULY 1872. 

~ Separate paging is given to this Part, in order tltat it may be .filetlas a scpamtc compilation. 

PART VI. 

BILLS 0 F THE C 0 VERN MEN T 0 F INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The followin~ Heport of a Select Committee, 
together with the 13ill as re-settled l.Jy them, 
was presented to the Council of the Governor 
General of india fi•r the purpose of making 
Laws and Hegulations on the 20th June 1:::172: 

\Vt>, the undersigned, the members of the Select 
Committee, .to which the Bi ll to eonsolitlate and 
amend the law relating to the solem nization in 
India of marriages of persons. prnl'essing the Chris­
ti an H.eligion was recommi tted, have the honout· 
to present this final report. 

We have considered the papers noted in the 

From Ofllcinting Chief Secretary to 
Ou,·c•·mucnt of FOI't St. George, 
1:\u. 48, dated tth April lSi::?, nud 
enclosures. 

mar.,in recei ved 
aftct';' tl;c presen­
tation of the li1 st 
report. 

The Bill, as formerly settled and as puLlished 
i~ the Ga::elte of India, applied (so far as regards 
l'i ative States) to Christian · 1J1·ilislt ~ ubj ects of 
Her Majesty. As there nre many Native Chris­
tian sub jects of Her Majesty in Native State: , f'ut' 
whom it is desirable to provide, we have struck 
out the word ' British ' in sec tion one, and in 
6ection nine we have authorised the Go,•crnot· 
Ge1~ernl in Council to license persons to grant 
certtficates of marria O'c to such N ati1•e Christians. 
Power to do this is" conferred on the Governor 
General in Council by Statute 32 & 33 Vic. c. 98, 
s. I. 

We have provided (section two) th at the repeals 
to be effected by the propose:d 1\ ct shall not 
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inva lidate any marTiagc confirmed Ly a repealed 
enactment (e. g. 14 & 15 Vic. c. 40, s. 24), and 
that appointments made and licenses granted un­
der any repealed Act shall be deemed to be 
re;pectively made and granted under the pt·oposcd 
Act. · 

Section eleven forbids a marriage to be solem­
nized in uny place oth t> t' than a church , where 
there is a church within five miles of ~ueh place. 
W e ha1•c provided that this distance shall be 
measured, not as the crow Hies, but by the short­
est road . 

Sections $Cventeen and forty-one provide that 
mini ~ ters and marrin g<!-registrars shall not issue 
ccrtil-icates if any Ia~> ful imped iment, r~ccordiuy to 
lh~ law of l::lly[and, be showll to tl.eir ·satisfaction. 
We have struck out the words in italic". 

In sec tions twenty-five and fifty-one we have 
p1·ovid ed !hat the two wituesses there menlioncd 
shall . be exclusive of' the person solemnizing the 
lllUI'I'IOge. 

Sect ion s ixty contains a t·lausc declarin"' that 
in the case ,,(' marriage bctw<·en Nutivc '"'chris: 
ti ans, the parties sha ll not stand tr, each other 
witl1in the proh1bited dcgrrc,; of atlinity. In the 
case of Natives there is no rule as to the~e 
dc~recs applicable throul!;hout India. We have 
therefore struck ot~t. this clause and replaced it 
hy a g<mcral provtslon that nothin" in the Act 
shall ,·rdidalc any maniarre furuidd;.1 by the per­
sonal law to which eithc1~of the parti<'d is subject, 

We have extended section sixty-six (as to for­
bidding. the i s~uc of a certificule by fulscly l'epre-



senting oneseir to !Je a person whose consent to 
the marriage i8 required by lnw) t? cases. whe~c 
the person makincr the representatiOn believes 1t 
to be false, or has

0 
not reason to believe it to be 

true. 

Sections seventy-~b.: and . 8evcnty-scven are 
intended to prevent monop;annsts from ~cqmrm.g 
a rill ht to prnctisc polyga1~Y. by changmp; their 
religion. llut we are of opnnnn ~h~t a 13JIIJ:egu­
latin~r the solemni;mtion of Chn~ttan marrmg;es 
is not the proper pl11ee for such provisi<Jns, wh!ch 
affect persons other than Christians, ~nd w.luch 
relate to the essence of the contract of marna~re, 
whereas the Act is intended only lo govem its 
ceremonial and t!JC 111ode of contracting it. And 
us we have reuson to think that. under the exist­
in"" law a second mania""e effected during the 
existence o( a prior one con~racted under the low 
of monogamy wo•Jid be invalid, it seems to us more 
prudent to postr1one tl~e mattPr. for fu.rther consi­
deration and to make 1t the subJeCt of a separate 
z\cl. 

In section seventy-ei""ht we have provicled that 
a maniaae otherw.ise duly solemnized, shall not 
be void ~~;rely on accomit of in·cgularity in res­
pect of the plnce of its ~olemnization. 

'Ve have empowered the Local Government 
to declare wlin shall in any place be deem~d lo be 
the District Judge, and "e have authonsed the 
Governor General in Council to dele~nte to any 
officer the powers conferred !Jy the Act in respect 
of Christians in Native Stales. 

Lastly, we have saved marriages duly pPr­
formed by ministers, consuls, and consula1· agents 
of foreign Stutes. 

" 'c IHn•e found it necessary or expedient to 
amend the d• aftin"· of most of the section~, and 
we recommend t'hnt the Dill thus altered be 
passed. 

SnrLA; 

Tl1e '20111 Juuc 1872. } 
A. I-IOBHOUSE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
H.W. NOID1AN. 

THE INDIAN CHIUSTIAN MAR­
RiAGE BILL, 1872. 

AltnANGE:.\iENT OF SECTIONS. 

PRELI~IINARY. 

SECTIONS. 

I. Sltnrt title. 
Extent. 
Commo-~lccment. 

2. Ennctmenls rrpenled. 
a. lutcrpretntion-clause. 

PART I. 

~J'Hl: I.'EUSO!'OR BY WIIOll l\iARili.IGES ~1.\Y DE 

SOLEMNIZED. 

4. Marriages to be solemnized nccording to Act. 
ft. Persons by whom mnrriRgcs mny be solemnized. 

. t;. Grant nllll rc,·oeation uf Licenses to solemnize 
n1nrringe~. 
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SECTIONS. 

i. i\Inrringe Registrars . 
Senio1· Marriage Registrar. 
l\•[ngistratc " 'hen to be i\Iarringe Rrgistmr. 

s. l\'£nrringe Registrars in Nntive States. 
9. Licensing of persons to gmnt certificates of mar­

riage between Nnth·e Christians. 

PAR'l'!I. r 
'fiME AND l'LACE A1" WHICH .i\'1 ,\RR!MoES MAY UE 

SOI,EM NIZED . 

10. Time for solemnizing mnrringc. 
Exceptions. 

II. Plnce for solemnizing marriage. 
Fcc for specialliccnsr. 

PART III. 
i\'L\RRIAGES SOLEMNIZED nY MINISTERS OF RELIGIO N 

LICENSED UNDER TllfS ACT• 

12. Notice of intended mnniage. 
13. l'ublicntion of such notice. · 

Retum or tmnsfcr of notice. 
14 . Notice of intruded marriage in private dwelling. 
15. Sending copy of notice to Marriage Rcgistrnz 

when one pnrty is a minor. 
16. Procedure on receipt of notice. 
17. Certificate of notice given nnd declaration made, 

issued. 
Pro,·iso. 

18. Declaration before issue of certificate. 
19. Consent of father or guardian or mother when 

necessary. 
20. Power to prohibit by notice issue of certificatr. 
21. Procedure on rrceipt of notice. 
22. Issue of certificate in case of minority. 
23. Issue of certificates to Native Christians. 

24. Form of certificate. 
25. Solemnization of marriage. 
26. Certificate voitl if mnrringe not solemnized within 

two months. 

PART IV. 
REGISTI\ATION OF i\'L\RR!AGES SOLEMNIZED llY 

.MINISTERS Ol' RI·"LIGION. 

27. Mnrringes when to be registered. 
28. Registmtion of mnrringes solemnized by Clergy­

men of Chmch of Englrincl. 
29. Quarterly returns to Archdeaconry. 

Contents of returns. 
30. Registration anti returns of marriages solem­

nized by Clcl·gymcn of Church of Rome. 
31. Registration nne! returns of marriages solemnizctl 

by Clergymen of Church of Scotland. 
32. Certniu marriages to be registered in duplicate. 
33. Entries of such marriages to be signed nnd 

attested. 
3:1. Certificate to be forwa1·dcd to Marriage Registrar, 

copied, and sent to Government. 
35. Copies of ce1tificntes to be cntcrecl and numbered. 
36. Hcgistrnr to add number of entry to certificate 

and send to Government. · ' 

37. Registration of mnrringes . between Nnth·e 
Christians untler Pnrts I. or III . 

Custod)· nuu disposal of rcgistet· book. 
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PAHT Y. 

MARRIAGES SOLE~INJZED DY, OR IN THE PRESENCE 

OF, A ~L\RRJ,\GE REGISTR,\R. 

SECTIONS, 

38. Notice of intended mnrringc before i\Inrringe Re­
gistl'nr. 

39. Publicntion of Notice. 

40. Notice to be fil c.cl , nud copy entered in i\Inrriage 
Notice Book, 

41. Certificate of notice giycn and oath made. 
Proviso. 

. 42. Oath or declaration to be made before issue of 
certificate. 

43. Petition to High Court to order certificate in less 
thnu fourteen dnys. 

Orde1' on petition. 

4-1. Provision ns to consent of fnther or gunrdinn to 
npply, 

_P•·otcst agninst issue of certificate, 

Effect of protest. 

45. Petition where person whose consent is necessary 
is insnne, or unjustly withholds consent. 

Procedure on petition. 

46. Petition when l\Inrriage Registrar refuses certifi­
cate. 

Procedure on petition. 

47. Petition when \\Inniage Registrnr in Native Stnte 
refuses ccrtificn te. 

48. Petition when Rcgistrnr doubts authority of 
person forbidding. 

P•·occdure on petition. 

Reference when i\Inrringe Registrar in Native 
State doubts authority of person forbidding. 

Procedme on reference. 

4 !1. Linbility for frivolous protest ngninst issue of 
cc rtificntc. 

:'>0. Form of cerlificntc. 

51. Solemnization of i\farringc nftcr issue of ccrtifi­
cntc. 

52. When mnl'l'iage is not hnd within two months 
nftc1· notice, a new notice required. 

53. i.\Inrriagc Registrar mny nsk for pnrticulnrs to be 
registered. 

51- Registration oi marriages solemnized under 
l'nrt _v, 

55. Certificates to be sent monthly to Secretary to 
Gorernmcnt. 

Custody of Register-book. 

56. Registrars in N atire Stntes to send certificates to 
Foreign Secretary. 

5i. Registrars to nsecrtniu that notice nnd certificate 

nrc understood by Nnti•·e Christinns. 

5S. N ati•·e Christians to be mntle to undet·stnnd ile-
clnrntions nt marriage. 

5!). Registration of marriages between :N nti re Chris· 
tinnR. 

PART YI. 
SECTIOlSS. 

i.\IARR.JAGE ·oF NATIVE CHRISTIANS. 

60. On whnt conditions mnrringes of Native Chris-
linus may be certified. 

61. Grant of certificnte. 
62. Register-book to be kept. 
63. Searches in Register-book and copies o£ entries. 
64. Dooks in w\1ieh tnl\rringes of Native Christians 

under Pnrt I. or Part Ill. nrc registered. 
65. Part VI. not to apply to Roman Cl\lho\ics. 

Snring of certain marriages. 

PART VII . 

PENALTIES. 

66. False onth, notice, or certificate for procuring 
ntnrringc; 

67 . Forbidding, by fnlsc persountion, issue of cer· 
tificate by Mnuiage llcgistror ; 

68. Solemnizing mnrringe without due authority; 

6!). Solemnizing ml\rriagc out of proper time, or 
without witnesses; 

Snviug of mnrringes solemnized under special 
license; 

70. Solemnizing, without notice or witliin fourteen 
days nftcr notice, mnrringc with miMr ; 

71. Issuing certificate, or marrying, without pub· 
licatiou or notice ; 

Mnrrying nfter expiry of certificate; 
Solemnizing marriage with minor within four­

teen days, without authority of Court, Ol' 

without sending copy of uoticc; 
Issuing ccrtificntc ngainst authorized prohibition. 

72. Issuing certificate after expiry of notice, or, in 
case of minor, within fourteen dnys after 
notice or ngainst authorized prohibition ; 

73. Persons aotthorizcrl to solemnize marriage (other 
thnn clergymen of the Churches of England, Scotland, 
or Home). 

74, 

75. 
76, 

n. 

;a. 
7!1. 
80. 

Issuing certificate or mnrrying without publish­
ing notic<", 

or nftcr expiry of certificate ; 
issuing certificate for, or solemnizing marringe 

with minor, within fourteen dnys nftcr 
notice ; 

issuing certificate authorizedly forbidden; 
solemnizing marringc authorizedly forlJiddcn; 

Unlicenserl person granting ccrt.ificatc prctendin:; 

to be liccnsctl ; 

Deslroyiug or falsi fying llegistcr-books. 

Limitation of prosecutions under Act. 

l'AltT Vlll. 

!\ItSCELLANIWUS. 

What matters need not be proved in respect of 
mnrrin:;e in ncconlnncc with .:\ct. 

Corrections of errors. 
Searches nml copies of entries. 
Certified copy of entry in marriage register, &c., 

to be cYidencc. 



SECTIONS. 
I'll. Sending certificates of certain mnningcs to 

Sccrctnry of Stntc for Indin. , 
S·J Locnl Government to prescribe fees. 

83. 
84. 

85. 

86. 

Power to mnke rules. 
Power to prescribe fees nnd rules for Nnth·c 

Stntes. 
Power to llcclnre who shnll be District J udgc. 
Power to dclegntc functions under this Act cf 

Governor Gcncrnl in Council. 
87. Sn,·ing of consular mnrringes. 
SS. Non-,·nlidntion of mnrringcs wi1hin prohibited 

degrees. 
ScuEDULE I.-Notice of i\Inrringe. 
ScHEDULE II.-Ccrtificntc of receipt of notice. 
SCHEDULE IlL-Form of Register of ;\lnr-

ringC's. 
ScHEDULE IV.-}Inrringe Register Uook. 

Certificate of Mnrringe. 
ScHEDULE V.-Ennctmcnts repealed. 

.4 Bill to consolidut~ and a7llenrl t!te law ?'elating to 
the solemnization in bdia of tlte marriages of 
Cltristia11S. 

[As nE-AMENDED DY TUE SELECT CoMMITTEE.] 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidat~ and 
Pr nmble. amend the .la1~ rel?tm~ ~o 

c the solemmzat1on m lndm 
of the marriages of the persons professing the Chris­
tian religion; lt is hereby enacted us follows ;-

Sl10rt title. 

PnELiii!INARY. 

J: 'l'l1is .'\ ct may be 
called ''The Indian Clu·i~­
tian Marriage 1\ct, l~i2.'' 

It extends to the whole of British lndw, and, 

Extent. so far only as regards 
Chri$tinn subjer:ts of Her 

Majesty, to the territories of ~ntive Princes and 
Stutes in alliance with Her !Vlnjesly; 

and it shall come into force on the passing 
thereo f. CommcuccmCJit. 

2. The enactments spel!ified in the fifth ~che­
dule herelo annexed are 

Ennctmcnts rupcnlcd. rc•pealed, but not so ns lo 
invalidate uny mnrrint:e confirmed by, or solem· 
nizecl under, cny such enuct.mcnl.. 
· And nil nppuintmo·nts made, licenses granted, 
cOil8Cnts given, certificates issued, unci nthe1· thing-s 
duly done undH tlll)' sud1 enactment ~ hall be 
deemed to be resprctively 111adr, granted, given, 
issued, nnd done ulllle•· this Act. 

For clnu~e XXI v. of section nineteen of the 
Court Fees Act, 1870, the followiug· slmll be 
~ubstituto·d :-

'XXI v. Petitions under the Intlinn Clu istian 
.i\larriage Act, lt!7~, sections forty-five und forty-
eight.' . 

3. In this Act, unless there is something 
lntcrprctntion-clnusc. repugnant in the subject 

or context,-
" Church of England" and "An·,liran" mean 

· , · nnrl apply t~ the Church 
"Church of E'!?lnnd. of England us by law es-

.•· Anghcnn. tablished; · 
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"Church of Scotland" 
means the Church of t:cot­

" Church of Scotlnnd.'' land as by law e~tublished; 
11 Church of Rome" and "Homan Catholic" 

"Church of Rome." 
'~ Romnn Cntholic." 

menn uud apply to the 
Church which rel{m·ds the 
Pope of Home as its 
spiritual head ; 

"Church " includes any chapel OJ; oth<:r buil~l- '. r 
ing !!enerally u~ed _for _ 

"Church." public Christian worslup; 

"Minor" means a per­
son who has not completed 

u i\ linor." 1 f t t one t .'e age o · ~'·en y-
years, and who is not a w1dower or a w1dow. 

11 Native State" means the territories of any 

" Native State." Native Priuce or State in 
alliance with he1· Majesty; 

The expression " Christians" means persons 

" Christians." professing the Chri~tian 
religion; 

And the expre:<sion" Native Christians" includes 
. N . Cl ., . , the Christian descendants 

•· i nttvc m.tonns. of Natives of India con-
verted to Christianity, us well as such converts. 

PART I. 

'fJIIl PERSONS DY WHOM MARRIAGES MAY Dll 

SOLEMNIZED. 

4. Every marriage between persons, one or 
hoth of whom is a Chris-

:!l!nrringcs to be salem- tian or Christians shall be 
nizcol nccoroling to Act. solemnized in accordance 
with the provisions of f:he nex t following section; 
and any such marriage solemnized otherwise than 
in accordance with such prorisions, shall be void. 

Persons by whom mar­
riages mny be solemnized. 

5. Marriages may be 
solemnized in India-

(I)_ hy any person who has received episcopa l 
ordination, provide'd that the marriage he solem­
nized accord in!! to the rules, rite>, ceremonies, and 
customs of the Church of which he is a Minister; 

(2) by any Clergyman of the Church of Scot­
land, provided that such marriage be solemuized 
Hccording to the rules, rites, ceremonies, and cus­
tOlllS of the Church of Scotland; 

(3) by any 1\i ini.i ter of religion licensed under 
this Act, to solemnize marriages; 

('I) uy, or in the presence of, a Marria"e 
Registrn1· appointed under this Act; " 

(5) bv any person licensed undet· this Act to 
grant cc'rtificates of marriage between Native 
Christians. 

6. The Local Go1•ernment mny grant licenses 
Gnmt nml revocation of to Ministers of lleligion 

licenses to solcmnir.c mnr- to solemnize marriaaes 
ringcs. within the territories under 
its adminish'<ltion, and may revoke such licenses. 

7. The Local Government may. appoint one or 
Mnrrin"c Rc .... istrnrs. :"ore Christian~, either 

" " uy name or us holdin<Y 
any office fur the time being, to be the l\·1 aniao~ 
Hegistrar or Marr!n~e H~gistrars, for any distri~t 
subje<·t to its adnumstrat10u. 



-Where there are more l\Iarringe Registrars thnn 
one in any district, the 

Senior Mnrringc Rcgi•- Local Government shall 
trar. appoint one of them to be 
the Senior l\Iarriage Registrar. 

\Vhen there is only one Marria~e llegistrnr 
in a district, and such 

:IInglslrnte when to be Registrar i~ uhsent from 
!\lnl'ringe 1tc1;istrnr. such district, or ill, or 
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when his ofllce is tempo­
rarily vacant, the M~gistrnte. of the district sl~all 
act as, and be, Marnage Reg1strar thereof dunng 
such absence, illness, or temporary vacancy. 

8. The Governor General in Council may, by 
notification in the G(l· 

:lln•·ringc Rcgistrnrs in zellc of india, appoiut any 
Nntivc States. Christian to be a Mar-

riage llegislrat' in re~pect 
of any distrirt 01' place within the territories of 
any Native Prine£> or State in alliance with Her 
i\lajesty. 

The Governor General in Council may, by like 
notification, revoke any mch appointment. 

9. The Local Govemment or (so far as regards 

Licensing of persons to 
grant ccrlilicntcs of nmr­
ringc bet\' ccn Nntivc 
Christians. 

any Native State) the 
Govcmor General in 
Council, may grant a 
licPnse to any Christian, 

either by name o1· as hold­
ing any ofilce f.,r the time being, authorizing him 
to grant certificates of marriage bel w~en Native 
Christians. 

Any such license may be revoked by the 
Authority hy whidt it was granted, and every 
such l!rant or revocation shall be notified in the 
official G azelte. 

PART II. 

TDtE AND PLACE A'r wrircu MAnlllAGES MAY DE 

SOLEMNIZED. 

10. Every marriarre under this Act shall he 
Time for solcmnizi•w" solemnized between the 

mnrrin:;c. " hours of six in the morn-
ing and seven in the evening: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall 
Exceptions. apply to-

( I )-a Clergyman of the Church of England 
solemnizing a marriage under a special license per­
millinrr him to du so at any hour other than be­
tween ";;ix in the mominrr atid se1•en in the evening 
under the hand and ~eal of the Anglican 13ishop of 
the Diocese or his Commissary, or 

(2)-a Clergyman of the Church of Rome s?­
lemni7.ing a marriage betw~en the hours of seven m 
the evening and six in the morning, when he has 
received a general or special license in that ~ehalf 
from the Homan Catholic Bishop of the D1ocese 
or Vicariate in which such marriage is so solem­
nized or from such per~on as the same Bishop has 
auth~rized to grant such lic~nse. 

11. No Clergyman of the ChurcJ_, of Engl_and 
. . shall solemmzc n marnage 

Place for solemmzm:; in any J>lace other· than 
marriage. 

a church, 
unless there is no church within 5 miles distance 

by the shot·test road from such place, 
or unless he has received a special license autho­
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rizinrr him to do so under the hanrl and seal of the 
Anglican Bishop of the Diocese, ot· his Commis­
sary. 

For such special license the Registrar of the 
. . Diocese may charge such 

Fcc for spec••! hccuse. additional lee as the said 
Bishop from time to time authorizes. 

PART liT. 
M.IUIHAGES SOLEMNIZED DY i.\>h~ISTERS OF RELI­

GION LICENSED UNDER TillS ACT. 

1'2, Whenever n rna rriage is intendetl to be 
solemnized by a Minister 

Notice of intended of !leligionlicensed fo ~o-
mnrriagc. l'·mnize marriages under 
this Act-

one of the pers~ns intending marriage shall give 
noli1·e in writin~, according to the form contained 
in the first schedule hereto annexed, or to the 
like effect, to the Minister of Heligion whom he 
or she d~sires to solemuize the marriage, and 
shall stale therein 

(a) the name and sumamP, and the profession 
or condition of each of the 1wrsons intending 
nlaiTiagc, 

(b) the dwelling-place of euch of them, and 
(c) the time during which each has dwelt 

there, and 
(d) . the church o1· private dwelling in which 

the marriage is to be solemnized: 
Provide'l that, if either of such p~rsons haa 

dwelt in the place mentioned in the notice during 
more than one month, it may he stated therein 
that he or she has dwelt there one month and 
upwards. 

13. If tiJC persons intending marringe desire it 
to be solemnized in a 

Puhlicntiou of such particular Church, and if 
notice. the 1Vl inistcr of lleligion 
t.o whom 5uch notice has been delivered be entitled 
to officiate therein, he shall cause the notice to be 
afilxed in some conspicuous part of such rhurch. 

nut if he is not enlitl('d to officiate as a Min­
ister in sudt church, he 

~cturu or transfer of shall at his option either 
notiCe. retur~ the notice 'to the 
person who deli~ered it _to him, or ~eliver it .to 
some other Mimste1· ent1tled to offictnte theretn, 
who shall thereupon cause the notice to be affixed 
as aforesaid. 

14. If it be intended that the marriage shall be 
solemnized in a private 

Notice of intcn<lc•l mnr- dwelling, the Minister of 
ringc iu privntc dwelling. ll 1. · · · e 1~1on, on rece1vmg 
the nutice preseribrd in sect10n twelve, shall fo1·­
ward it to the l\1aniage Hegistror of the distt·ict, 
who shall affix the same to some conspicuous place 
in his own office. 

15. When one of the persons intending mar­
Scmling copy of notice ria"e is a minor, every 

to i\Inrrin!lcRc:;!strnrwhcn Mi~ist<·r receiving such 
one party '" n J,uJnor. notice shall, unless 
within twenty-four hours after its receipt he re­
turns the same under the provisions of section 
thirteen, send by the post, or otherwise, a copy _of 
such notice to the Marriaue Rerristrar of the dts­
trict, or, if there be more 

0
thnn °one llegi~t1·ar of 

such district, to the Senior ilhrriage Reg1strm·. 



The Mnrriarre Hegistrnr or Senior Mar­
!6. "' ria"e He,.istrar, as the case 
~rocedurc on receipt of may be, ~n rccei ving any 

nottcc. such notice, shall affix tt 
to some conspicuous place in his own offic~, and ~he 
Jattet· shall further cause a copy of the .smd nott.c_e 
to be sent to each of the other M m:l'lag~ Hegt•­
trars in the same district, who shall .hkewtse pub­
lish the same in the manner above dtrected. 

17• Any Minister of Religion consenting .or 
intending to so!emmze 

Certificate of notice any such marnage . as 
given nnd tleclnrntion mn<lc aforesaid, shall , on bemg 
issued . required so to do ~y or on 
behal r of the person by whom the n?llce \~·a s 
uiven and upon one of the . persons. mtendmg 
~Jarri~ge making the declaratton . hercmaftet· re­
quired; issue under his hand a certt11cate of st~ch 
notice having been given and of such drclarallon 
having been made: 

Proviso. Provided-

(I) that no such certificate shall be issued until 
tlte expiration of four days nfle!' ~h e date of the re­
ceipt of the notice by such M uustcr; 

(2) that no lawful impediment be shown to 
his satisfncti?n why such certificate should not 
issue; and 

(!3) that the iss~1e of sur.h cNtificate . has not 
been forbidden in manner hereinafter mentioned by 
any person authorized in that behalf. 

18. The certificate mentioned in section seven­
teen shall not be issued 

Decl_nrntion before issue until one of the per-
of ccrbflcntc. sons intending marriage 

has appeared personally before the l\1 inister and 
made a solemn declaration-

(a) that he or she believes that there is not 
an}' impediment of kindt·ed ot· afllnity or other law­
fui hindrance to the saiclmarl'iage, 

and, ~vhen eitl!er or both of the parties is or 
art: a mmor or mmors, 

(b) that the consent or consents required by 
luw has or have been obtained thereto, or that 
there is no person resident in India having autho­
rity to give such consent, as the case may be. 

19, The father, if livinp:, of any minor, or, if 
the father be dead, the 

Con•ent of fnther or guardian of the person of 
f!nnrllum or mother when such minor and in case 
ncecssnrr. ' I ' 

1
. 

· there be no sue 1 g uar( tan, 
then the mothet· of such minor, may give consent 
to the minor's marriage, 

and such consent is hereby required for the same 
maniage, unless no person authorized tu give such 
cc.nsent be re~idt:nt in Tndia. 

20. Every person whose consent to a marriage 
is requirt>cl under section 

~ower to prohibit by nineteen, is hereby autho­
nottcc issue of certificate. rizecl to prohibit the issue 

of the certificate by any 
l\1 inister, ut any time before the issue of the samr, 
by notice in writing to such Minister, subscribed 
by the person so au thorizcd with his or her name 
and place of abode a;lld position, with respect to 
eithet· of the persons mtending mat·riage, by reason 
of \l'hich he or sl1e is so authorized as aforesaid. 
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21. If any such notice be received by such 
Minister, he shull not 

Procetlurc on receipt of issue his certificate and 
notice. shall not solemnize the 
said maniage until he has examined into the 
matter of the said prohibition, and_ is satisfied 
that the person prohibitin D' the marnage l~as no 
lawful authority for such prohibition, 

or until the said notice is withdrawn by the per-
son who gave it. r 

22. When either of the persons intending 
. . mania~e is a minor, and 

Issue ~f ~crt•ficntc 111 the Minister is not satis­
cnsc of 1111110~'~ 1Y· fi~d that the consent of 
the pcr~on wh?se r:onsent to such marri~ge is re­
quired by secuo nn~ne te e n has bee~1 obtamed, _such 
lVI iniste r shall not 1ssue such certificate unttl the 
expiration of fourteen days a fter the receipt by him 
of the notice of marriage. 

23. 'Vhen any Native Christian about to _he 
married takes a nollce 

, T~Sitc of. ~ertificntes to of maniage to a Minis­
Nattvc Clmst.tnns. ter of Relh!ion, or applies 
for a certificate from such Minister · under section 
seventeen, such Minister shall, before issuing the 
certificate, ascerta in whether such Native Christian 
is cocrnizant of the pmport and effect of the 
said n~tice or certificate, as the case may be, and, 
if not shall tran~late or cause to be translated, 

. the n;tice or certificate to such Native Christian 
into some language which he understands. 

24. The certificate to be issued by such Minis­
ter shall be in the form 

Form of certificate. contained in the second 
scl.edule hereto annexed, or to the like effect. 

25. After the is~uc of the certificate by the 
!VI inister, marriage may 

Solemnization of mnr- be solemnized between 
ringc. the persons therein des­
cribed according to such form or ceremony as the 
Minister thinks fit to adopt: 

Provided that the maniag:e be solem nized in the 
presence of at least two witnesses, besides the 
Minis ter. 

26. ' .Yhenever a maniage is not solemnized 
. . within two months after 

. Certificate "0 !d tf !'In~~ the date of the · certificate 
rtngc not solcmmzed ml\uu . I b I ..,

1 
. . 

two month•. tssue( y sue 1 " ' tntster as 
afore~aid, such certificate 

and all proceedin gs (if any) thereon shall be void, 
and no person shall. proceed to solemnize the said 

marriap;e until new notice has been g iven and a 
certificate thereof issued in numuer aforesaid. 

PAllT IV. 

Il.EG!S'I'Ro\.I'ION OF l\L\ nalAGES SOLE)!NI7.ED 

DY MINISTERS· OF HEL!GtON. 

27. All marriages hereafter solemnized in lndi~ 
. between persons one or i\bmngcs when to be both f I r 

rc"istercd. 0 w 10m pro,esses 
, or profess the Christian 

religion, except marri~ges solemnized under Part 
V. or Part VI. of tlus Act, shall be reo-istered in 
manner hereinafter prescribed. " 



., 

2~. Every Cler~yman of the Church of !~ngland 
Hcgistrntion of mar- shall . keep a reg1ster _of 

t·iagcs solomnizccl bv marnages and shall reps· 
C,lcrr;ymen of Church of tcr therPin, nccordiug to 
England. "the tahular form set furth in 
the third schedule hereto an nexed, every marriage 
which he solemnizes under thi s Act. 

2~. Every Clergyman of the Church of Eng­
land sh:tll send fou1· times 

Quarterly returns to in every year t•e tul ns in 
Archclenconry. duplicate, authenticated 
by his signature, of the entrieR in the register of 
marriages solemuizcd at any place-which he ha s any 
spiritual charge, to the Hegistrnr of tlw A rchdea­
conry to which he is subj ect, or ll'ithin the limit s 
of II' hich such place is situate. 

Such quarterly rt tUI'llS shall contain all th e 

Contents of •·ctmns. en tri es of marriag-es con­
tninrd in the said-regis tel' 

from the firs t day of J anuary to the thirty-first 
day of l\Tan·h, from th e first day of Apri l to the 
thirtieth day of June, from the first day of J uly to 
the thirtieth day of Septem ber, and from the first 
day of October to the thirty-first day of .D ecember, 
of each year respecti ve ly, and shall ue 5Cn t by such 
Clergy man within two weeks from the ex piration 
of rath of the quarters above specified. 

The said Hegistrar upon receiving the said I'C­
tmns shall send one copy thereof to the Secretary 
to tl1e Local Go vr mmen t. 

:30. Every marriage solemnized by a Clergy­
man of the Church of 

Hegis.lration and !·ctnrns Home shall be reo·istcred 
of marnn:;es solcnnll1.ccl by 1. I . 0 \ 

Clc•·"rmcn of Church of JY t IC pc1 son ant ac· 
Hon~c. cording to the form direct-

ed in that behalf by the 
Boman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese or Vit'a ri­
ate in which such marriage is solemnized, 

and ~ u c h r~ rson shall forward quarterly to the 
Secreta ry to the Local Government rell•rns of the 
entries of all marriages r<'g istcred by him during 
the three months next preceding. 

31. Every Clergy n1an of the Church of Scot­

RC~gi trntion nnd returns 
Qf utntTingcs solcmuizcd hy 
Clc l·~ymeu of Chmch of 
Srotlnml. 

land shall keep n registe1· 
of ma rriages, aud ~ ha lL 
register tlwrcin, accord­
ing to the ta bula 1· form set 
forth in the third schedule 

h~ reto nnnexe~l. cvc·ry marri age which he solcm­
IIIZCS under th1s Act, 

and shall forward quart<'rly to the Secretary lo 
the Local Government, through the Sen ior Chap· 
lain of the Church of Scotland, returus similar to 
those prescribed in section twenty-nine of all such 
n1arriages. 

32. Every marriage solemnized by any per;on 
Ccrtniu maninj!cs .to be who has received cpis<:o-

r<·gistcrccl in cluplic·atc. pal ordination, but who 
is not a Clewyman of the 

Church of England or of the Church
0

of Rome, or 
by any ~lini s tt>r of Religion licensed under this t\ct 
to solen11lize marriages, shall immediately after the 
solemnization thereof, be registered in duplicate 
by the person solcmnizin" the same (that is to say), 
in a marriage register bo~k to be kept by him for 
that purpose, according to the form contained in 
the fourth St'hedule hereto annexed, and also in a 
certi ficate attached to the marriaO'e rrgister book 
as a countcrfoil. o , 
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33. The entry of such marriage in both the 
certificate and maniaue 

Entric,; of such marriages rea.,ister book shall be 
to he signee\ nn<l nttcstcd. 

signed by the person so-
lemnizing the marriage, and also hy the persons 
married, and shall ue attested by two credible 
witnesses, other than the person solemnizing the 
marriage, present at it solemnization. 

Every such entry shall be made in order from 
the bcginnin~ to the end of the book, and the 
number of the ccrtiftcate shall correspond with that 
of the entry in the maniage regi;ter book. 

34. The person solemnizing the marriage shall 
. forthwi th separate the 

Cc•·t,fi entc to. be f<?r- certificate from the mar-
w:tr,lcd to 1.Inrrwgc Rcgr:t- · · b k 
t, .• ,. copied nud sent to J'la~e reg•ster oo . ' and 
G~,.'crnment: send it, ll'ithin one month 

from the time of the 
solemnization, to the lVlmTiarre Rcrris trar of the 
district in which the marriage wa; solemnized, 
o1·, if there be mo1·e Marriage Tie!!istrars than 
one, to the Senior .Marriage Ticgistrar, 

. who sha II cause such certificate to be copied 
mto a book to be kept by him for that purpose, 

and shall send all the certificates which he has 
received durin!! the month, with such number and 
signature or initials added the1cto as a1·e hereinafter 
required, to the ::lccretary to the Local Govern­
ment. 

35. Such copies shall be cntP.red in order from 
the beginnin g to the end 

Copies of ccrtificntcs to ol' the said hook, and shall 
lJc cntcrctl nntlnmnbcrctl. bear both the numher or 

· the certificate as copied, 
and _also a !llll~l be!' to IJc antered by the M :oniap;c 
Hcg•strar, mdJ<•atmg tlw number of the entry of 
the said copy in the said book, accorJi1w to th e:: 
order in which he receives each certificate~ 

36. The Marr iage Uegistra1' shall nlso add ~uc h 

H.cgislrnr to mld nnmhcr 
of eutry to ccrtific:1.tc, nnd 
sc utl to Gov~rmncut. 

lnst-mentioned number of 
the entry of the copy in 
the book to the t·erti lien te, 
wi th his signature Ol' ini­

ti als, anti shall, at the end of every month, send the 
same to the Secretary to the Loca l uovermncut. 

37. \Yhcn any marriage between Native 

Registration of mar­
riage~ between N ativc 
C.:ln·istians nuder l':ll't s 1. 
o•· Ill. 

Christians is solemnized 
under Part I. or Part Ill. 
of this Act, the person so ­
lemnizing the same shall, 
instead of proceeding in 

the manner prov ided by sections twenty-eight to 
. thirty-six, both inclusi\·e, 

Custody :mel disposal of renister the marria,.e in 
I'C"I~h:r IJvoJ<. o . r.'l 

" a sPparate reg1ster book, 
and shall keep it safcl:Y until it is filled, or, if he 
leave the district in which he solemnized !he 
marriage before tb e said book is filled, shall make 
over the same to the person snc<'eeding to his duties 
in the said district. 

Whoever has the control of the book at the time 
when it is filled, shall ~end it to the Mal'l'ia"e lle­
gi st~ar of the district, or, if there be more ~ l';rringc 
Hcg1strars than one, to the Senior 1\'larrmge He­
gistrar, who shall send it to the Secretary to the 
Local Govemmcnt, to be kept by him with the 
records of his office. 



PART V. 

:MARRIAGES SOJ.E~!N!ZED DY, OR IN TIIE 'PRESENCE 

OF7 A MARRIAGE REGISTRAR. 

38. When a m<.u riagc is intended to be solem­
Notice of intenclc<l mnr- nized by, or in the pre­

ringe before Mnrringe He- sene~ of, n Marnage 
gistrnr. RcgJstrar, one of the 

parties to such marriage 
shall give notice in writing, in the form contained 
in the first schedu\(l hereto annexrd, or to the like 
effect, to any M.nniag:e Registrar of the district 
'within which the parties have dwelt, 

or, if the parties dwell in diiTcrent diEiricts, 
~hall give tile like notice to a Marriage Hegistra1· 
of eat'/1 disrrict, 

and shall state therein the name nnd surnam<', 
nnd the profession or condition, of each of the 
parties intenclin~r mnrrioge, the dwelling-place of 
each of them, the time during which each has 
dwelt therein, and rhe place at which the mar­
ripge is to be solC'lllll izcd : 

. PrO\•id«·d that, if either party has dwelt in the 
place slated in the nntice fnrmore than one month, 
it mny be Elated therein that he or she has dwelt 
there one month and upwards. 

39. Every Maninp;e Registrar shall, on re­
Puhliention ofNot.icc. ceiving any such notice, 

cau~e a copy thereof to be 
affi~ed in some conspicuous place in his office. 

\Vh~n one of the parties intcndinrr marriaO'e 
is a minor, every Marriage Hegistrnr shn\1, within 
twenty-four hours after the receipt by him of the 
notice of su('h marriag .. , send, by 1ios t or other­
wise, a coi)Y of such notice to each of the other 
1\furr,inge Uegist.rao·s (if any) in the sanoe dis­
trict, who shall liko•wis<' affix the copy in some 
t•onspicuous placc> in his own office. 

Notice to he filed nml 
CO)l\' rnt cr(.',l in ]tlnrringe 
Notirc Book. 

40. The Marriage lle­
p;istrar shall file all such 
notit·es and keep them 
with the record~ of his 
office, 

and shnll nl~o forthwith enter a true copy of all 
such 1111lires in a book to be furnished to him for 
Lhnt purpose by the Locnl Go•·ernment, and to be 
called the " l\'lnniap;e Notice Book ; " 

and the Manin::e Notice 13ook shall be open at 
u\1 reasonable Limes, without fer, to all persons 
desirous of inspecting the same. 

41. If the party by whom the notice was given 

C 'fl r . requests the Marriage He-crt. cute o not1cc · · , · I · 
gh·cn ant! onth mndc. j!ISirm to rssu~ I 1e certifi-

cate next hrre.nafter men­
tioned, and if mie of the parties intend in.,. marrincTe 
has made oath as hereinafter rrquired"' the l\1 1~·­
ringe Hegistrar shnll issue under his hand a certifi­
cate of such notice having been give11 and of such 
oath having been made: 

Pro•·iso. Provided-

that no lawful impedimP.nt be shown to his satis. 
faction why such certificate ~hould not issue; 

that the issue of such certificate hns not been 
forbidden, in manner hereinafter mentioned, by any 
person authorized in that behalf by this Act; 
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that fout· days after the receipt of the notice 
have expired and further, . 

that wht're, by such oath, it appears that orie 
of the parties intendincr marriage is a minor, four­
teen days after the e~1try of such notice have 
expired. 

42. The certificate mentioned in section forty-. 

Oath or <lcclamtion to 
be mntle before issue of 
certiticntc. 

one shall not be issued by 
any Marriage Registr~r, 
until one of the parhes 
intending . marriage. ap­

pears personally before such Marnage . fieg1strar 
and makes oath-

(a) that he or she believes that there is not 
any impediment of kindred or affinity, OJ' othet' 
lawful hindrance, to the said marriage, and 

(b) that both the parties have, or (where they 
have dwelt in the districts 0f different Marriage 
Hcgi•;trar:;) that the party makinu· such oath has, 
had their, his, o•· her u ~ ual place ~f abode within 
the disto·ict of such Marriat:e llegistrar, 

nnd, where either or e.1ch of the parties is a 
minor, 

(c) that the consent or consents to such mar­
riage required by law has or have be~n obtainel) 
thN~to, or that there is no person resident in 
India authorized to give such consent, as the case 
may be. 

43. When one of the'parties_intending marriage 

Petition to Ui~h Comt to 
orclcr ccJtificnte iu less thnn 
fourteen days. 

1s a mmor, and both such 
parties are at the time re­
sident in any of the towns 
of Calcutta, Madras, and 

Bombay, and a1·e desirous of being married in less 
than fourteen days after the entry of such notice ns 
aloresnid, they lllay apply by petition to a J ud O'e 
of tl~" High Court, for an ord~r upon the ~·Jarriage 
llegtstrar to whom the noltce of marnage has 
been given, directing him to issue his certificate 
before the expiration of the said fourteen days re. 
quired by section furty·one. 

And un suntcient cause bein~ shown, the said 
Orclcr on petition. ~ udge may, in his discre-

• . . to~n, make an ordet· upon 
Slll·h Marnngr Reg•strar,dJrectincr him to issue his 
certifica~e at any time to be mrn~onecl in the said 
order, before. the expiration of the said fourteen 
days so reqmred ; 
Am~ the ~aid Mnr~·ioge, ~{egistmr on receipt of 

the s111d ord~r, shall•ssue Ius certificat~ in accord­
ance therewllh. 

44. The provisions 

Provi~ion ns to const'nt 
of fnthcr 01' guurdiuu to 
npply. 

of section ninet.een apply 
to. every maniage under 
tl11s Pa1·t, either of the 
parties to which is a 
minor; 

And any person whose cons~nt to such mar­
Protest n<>ninst issuo of riage would be required 

ccrtifiontc. " thereundt•r may enter a 
. . protest aO'ainst the issue 

of the l\<~arl'lage Hcg•stra~'ti certifi~<tte, by writin.,. 
atlt any tldm~, fibef<b~rded th~ Issue of such ee•tificat~' 

le wor. OJ' I en~ opposite to the entt· or 
the ~ohce or such Ill tended maniage in y the 
Marrmge Not1ce Book, and by subscrib' tl 
his or her name and place of abode and11

1
1~ ler

1
eto 

• • • 1 ' ns or 1er pos1t1on w•t 1. respect of e~ther of the parties b 
reason of winch he or she 1s so authorized. ' Y 

r 

.-· 
' 
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When such protest has been entered, no cet·ti­
fioate shall issue until the 

Effect of protest. Maniage Registrar has 
examined into the matt~r of the protest, and is 
~ati~fied that it ought not to obstruct the issue 
of the certific·atc for the said marriage, or until 
the protest be withdrawn by the person who 
entered it. · 

Petition where person 
whose consent is ncccssnry 
is insauc, or unjnstiy with· 
ltolds consent. 

45. If ony person 
whose consent is neces­
~ary to any marriage un­
der this Part is of un­
sonnd mind, 

or if :my &uch person (other than the f.1thcr) 
without just cau~e withholds his consent to the 
maniage,· 

the parties intending marriage may apply hy 
petition, where the person whose consent is n.eces­
sary is resident within any of the towns of Cal­
cutta, Madras, and Bombay, to a J udg.J of the 
High Court, or if he is not resident within any of 
the said towns, then to the District Judge. 

And the said J udf!:e of the H i!!,h Court, or Dis­
Procedure on petition. trict Judge, as th7 case 

may be, may examme the 
allegations of the petition in a summary way. 

And if upon ~xamination such marriage appears 
proper, such Judge of the High Court or Di~trict 
Judge, as the case may be, shall declare the mar­
riage to be a proper marriage. 

Such declaration shall be as effectual as if the 
person whose consent was needed had consented 
to the marriage ; 

and if he has forbidden the i~sue of the 'Mar­
riage Hegistrar's certificatP, suc!1 certificate shall 
be issued, and the like proccPclmgs may be hacl 
under this Part in relation to the marriage as if 
the issue of such certificate had not been forbid­
den. 

46. Whenever a Marriage Regi~trar refuses 
Petition when Mnningo to issue a certificate 

Rcgi.u·nr refuses ccrtili- under this Part, either of 
cntc. the parties intending mar­
riage ma~ npply by petition, where the dislt·ict of 
such Hegistrar is within any of the towns of Cal­
cutta, Madra~, and Bombay, to a J udga of the 
Hip.h Court, or if such district is not within any 
of the said town~, then to the District J udgc. 

The said J ndge of the 1-1 il);h Court or Disft·ict 
!'I'Occdm·c on petition. J udg.t•, as t)le C:lfC may he, 

may examme the allega· 
tions of the petition in a summary way, and shall 
decide thereon. 

The decision of such J ud"'e of the High Court, 
or District J ud~P, as the ca';;e nw y be, sha ll be 
final, am! the 1\'1 arrio•ge Hcgistrar to whom the 
application fo1· the issue o( n certificate was <>rigi­
nally made shall proceed in accordance therew ith. 

47. Whenever a Marriage Registrar resident 
. . . in any N alive State refu-

P<·t<tton when ~Inrrtn~c · 1 · ·t' fi 
Rcgistrnr in Nntii•c State ses to. ISSue us ce1 1_ · 
refuses ccrtific:He. cal<', e1ther of the part1es 

· intendincr marriage may 
apply by p<'tition to the Gove~·nor vcnernl in 
Council, who shall decide thereon. 

Such decision shall be final, and the Maniage 
Registrar to whom the application was originally 
n>ade shall proceed in accordance therewith. 
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4,_8. Whenever n Marriage Registrar, acting-
. . . under · the pi'Ovisions vf 

Pcht10n wh.cn Rcg10tmr ~ection fort,•-four is not 
clonbts nnthor~ty of person . ' ' 
forbidding. . saltsfiecl that the person 

forbidding the issue of the 
certificate is authorized by law so to do, the snid 
Marriage Begistrar shall apply bv petition, where 
his district is within any ot' the t~wns or Cnlcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, to a .Jml~e of the Hi~h 
Court, or, if such district ue not within nny of the 
said towns, then to the Uistrict Judge. 

The said petition shall state all the circumstan­
ces of the case, and pray 

Proccclurc on petition. for the ordr.r and direc-
tion of the Court concerning the same, 

and the said Judge of the Hi~h Court, or 
District .fudge, ns the rase may ht>, shnll examine 
into the allegations of the petition and the cir­
cumstances of the case, 

and if, upon such examination, it appears that 
the p~rson forbiddin~ the isFue of Fuch certificate 
is not authorized by law so to do, such Judge of 
the High Court or Di ~ triet Judge, as the case 
may be, shall declare that the person forbidding 
the issue of such certificate is not authorized as 
aforesaid. 

And thet·eupon Sttch certificate shall be issued, 
and the like proceedin).!s may be had in relation 
to such mun iage as if the i~sue had not bem 
forbidden. 

Whenever a Marriage Regi~trar appointed 

Rcfcl'Cncc when 1\•lnr­
ringc llcgistrnr iu Nt1tivc 
St11tc tlouht• nuthot·ity of 
)>CI'SO II forhi<Jc\iug. 

under section eight, to 
act within any Native 
Stale is nol sati~fuld that 
the person forbidding the 
issue of tltll C<·rtilil'ate is 

nuthori:wd by lnw so to do, tlte snicl i\'fnrringe 
Hegistrn1· shall send n sta~cmeut of all the cir­
cumstances of the case, together with ' all docu­
ments relating thereto, to the Govemor General in 
Council. 

If it appears to the Governor General in Coun­
cil that the pcr~on for-

ProcNlurc on reference. I . d 1. tl . 1. I )I ( 111g le ISSUe 0 SUC 1 

certificate is not authorized by law so to do, the 
vovcrnor General in Counc1l shall declare that 
tile person forhidding the issue of such certificate 
is not authorized as afore:mid, 

and thereupon such certificate shall be issued, 
allll the like proceedings m:• y be hac! in r'!lation 
to such marriage as if the issue of the certificate 
bad not been forbid<len. 

49. Every person entering- n protest wfth the 

LinlJili tr for frimlou• 
protest. agninst i s~uc of 
Cc<·tilicntc. 

Marri:~ge Hcg-istnu·, undt•l' 
this Part, against the i~sm: 
of any c•·rtificale 011 

gronnds which sud1 1\lar­
ria,.e He<Yistrar, under secti.m forty-four, or a 
Jud~P. of~hc Lligh Court m· the IJistrict Judgt•, 
under s<•ction forty-five or forty-six, declan·~ 
to be frivolnus , and sud1 as ought not to o!J,tnu·t 
the issue of the c<·rtilicate, !>hall be lwble for the 
costs of all procecdin!!s in relation thereto ami tor 
dumagcs to he I'CC?vcred by suit by the pcrsou 
against whose nuu nuge ~uch prutc~t was entered. 

50. The certificate to be il'sucd by the lVJ ar-
I•'orm of certificate. t·iag~ !Icgistmr t~ndc.r I he• 

prOVISIOIIS c,f ~l'Clton fort~·­
one, shall be in the form contnined in the second 
schedule to this 1\ct annexed, OJ' to the like etlt•l·t, 



ond the Locn) Governm~nt shall fumish to every 
1\lnrringe Registrar· n sufficient number of forms of 
certificate. 

51. After the issue of 
Solemnizntion or marri- the certificate of the Mar­

nge after issue of certificate. 
r iage Regi~trar, 

or, where notit•c is required l.o be given under this 
Act to the .Mnrriarre Heaistrars for dilferent dis­
tricts after the iss\~ of tl~e certificates of the Mar­
riage Registrars for such districts, 

marriage may, if there be no lawful impediment 
to the marria~c of the parties described in such 
c~rtificnte or certificates, be solemnized between 
them, uccording- to sudt form nnd.ccremony as th<'y 
think lit to adopt. 

But every such marria~re shall be solemnized in 
the presence of some MnrTiage llegistrar (to whom 
shall be delivered such certificate or· certificates 
as afore::aid), arod of two or more credible wit­
nesses besides the Marriage Registrar. 

And in some part of the ceremony each of the 
pnrties ~hal! declare as follows, or to the like 
effect-

" I do solemnly declare that I know 'not of any 
!a~vful .impedir.nent why I, A . J:J., may not be 
JOrned 111 rnatnmony to C. D.'' 

And each of the pnrti•·s ~hall say to tire other 
as follows, or to the like effect-" I •·all upon these 
persons here preBent to witne"s that I, A. B., do 
take thee, C. JJ., to be my lawful wedded wife 
( Ol' husbaml)." 

5'2. 'Whenever a marria~e is not solemnized 
within two months aftPl' 

'l'hcn mnro·ingc is not the notice has ber•n cn-
luul withiu lwo months d 
nfrcr notice, n Joc11· uotiec tere by the M arria;:-e 
rcrrnircd. llegisrrar, ns required hy 

section forty, the notice 
and the certificate, if any, i::sued thereupon, and 
all other Jli'OC<•edin),!s thereupon,~ shall be void; 
!l.nd nn person shall proc•·ed to solemnize the mnr· 
rm~e, nm·.shnllnny .Ma rria~e Begistrar enter the 
same, untrl ne1~·. nolrce has ~lc~n given, and entry 
!nadc, and certrhcate thereof g.JVen, ut the time and 
rrr the manner aforesaid. 

fi3. r\ Marrit:gP. Ueg:istrar before whom any 
Mnrringc l~l·gi:.;trur mny lllnt ringe is sulenlnized 

nsk. fur pnl'toculnl's to Lu und er this Part may ask 
r~g••teo·c•l. uf the pt•rsons to be mar­
ned the several pnrticnlnr•s re!]uired to be re.,.is-
lcl'l·d touching such nmrTiuge. "' 

&4. 1\ J'ter· the solemnization of any marriarre 
." . under this !'art, the lVI;;._ 

. Jl"glStrntoon. of lllllr· riuge J1e,,.jS[I'nl' Jll'esPnt 
riR"'C~ solcuuuzcd under I 0 

• • 
l'n~c \'. at su~ 1 s?l~>mmzatron 

shall lorthwrlh n·n·isll•r· 
the r~arriage .in duplicate, rhat is to ~ny,"'iu a 
l\lal'l'rage He~ rster Book, according to the form of 

.th.; fourth ·Fchedule heretu annexed, and al>o inn 
certificate at~a~hcd to the Marriage Hegistcr Book 
as a comrt<:rlorl. 

The ent.o·y of' such mal'l'it•gc in hoth the certiikate 
unci the i\lurTi~~e Hegister llook ~hnll be signed 

·h.v the pc•·~on b.y or. before whom l'lre llltll'l'iuge 
llils ueeu solemnrzed, rf there be any such per~011 
and by the Marriage He2istrnr present at sucl; 
mnrringe, wh~thcr or not it is solemnized by him 
and also. by the. pnrti•·s married, and attested by 
two credrble WJiu~sses other ~han the Marria<>e 
Hcgi:;trar nnd pe1~~on solemnizing the marriage."' 
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E1•ery such entry shall be made in order from 
the beginning to the end of the book, nnd ~he 
number of the certificate shall correspond With 
that of the entry in the marriage register book. 

55. The :Marriage Registrar shall fort!nvith 
Certificates to be sent separate the <·ertrficate 

monthly to Scct·otnry to from the rna rriage regi~­
Goverument. ter: book and. send it, at 
the end of every month, to the Secretary to the 
Local Government. 

The :Marria.,.e Registrar shall keep safely the 
0 

• . said Register Book until 
Custody of Reg10tcr it be filled and shall then 

Book ' · send it to the Secretary 
to the Government, or to such other oflicer as 
aforesaid, to be kept by him with the records of 
his oflice. 

56. The Marriage Registrars in Native States 
shall ~end the certificat~s 

Registrars in .Native mentioned in section fifty-
States to sell!] certificates r I S ·. 
to Foreign Secretary. JOtwt? t.le • ccretary 111 

the Forergn Department 
of the Government of India . 

57. When any ;'i'ative Christian about to be 
married gives a notice of 

Registrars to nsccrtnin marriage, or app lies for a 
that notice nn<l cco'tificnte certificate fmm a l\'T arriao

0
·e 

arc undco·stuod by Nntivc 
Christians. T!cgistrar, sm·h Marria~e 

H.egistrar shall ascertain 
whether the said Native Christian understands 
the English language, and, if he does not, the 
Mnrrin;.:e Hegistrar shall translate such notice or 
certificate, or.both of them, ns the case may be, or 
shall canoe the same to be translated to such 
Narive Christian iuto a language which he under­
stands; 

or the Marl'iage HPgistrao· shall otherwise a>cer­
tain whether the Native Christian is eog11i;mnt of 
the purport and effect of the said notice and cer­
tificate. 

58. When any Native Christian i;, mnrrieJ 
under the provisiohs of 
this Part, the pers0n 
solemnizing the marriage 

Nnti"c Chl'istians to he 
mndc to mulcrstmul tlcdn­
rations nt nmningc. 

shall a~certain. whether 
such Native Christian und <· rstands the Enrrlish 
l~n!!>uage, and, il.' he does nor, the person so'i'em­
mzrng the mnrrrage shall, at the time of the 
solemnization, translate, or cause to be translated 
to such Native Christian, into. a lnngu,\ge whicl; 
he understands, the de<·.laratoons made at such 
marriage in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act . 

59. The registration of maniao·es between 
. . . Nati1·e Chri~t' I · Hc~pstrnhon ofmnrrangcs . . lUllS \Ill( et 

between Nntivc Christinus. ~In , Part shall be made 
. . . m conformity with the 

rules l:ml down m sectron thirty-seven (~o far as 
they arc apphcnblc), and not otherwise. 

PART VI. 

'MARRIAGE OF NATIVE CHRISTIANS. 

60. Every maniage bctwe~n No.tive Christians 

On whnt conditious mnr- npplyrn~ for a certifi .. ate, 
. ringcs of Nntil·c Christians shall, wr.thout the prelirni-

mny he ccrtilicd, 1~11')' notrcc required under 
. . . . . 1. att lll., be certified un-

del tln:s ~nr t, tf .the followrrrg conditions b ~ Ifill 1 and not otherw1se :- e u 1 ec, 

r 

~ 

' 



. ( l.) The age of the man intending to be mar­
ned shall exceed sixteen years, and the a!!e of the 
woman intending to be married shnll exceed thir­
teen years: 

('2.') Neither of the persons intending to be 
married shall have a ·wife or husband still living: 

(~.) In the presence of the person lic~nsed 
under section nine, and of at least two credible 
witnesses other than such person, each of the par­
ties shall say to the other-

" I call upon these persons here present to 
witness that I, ..tl. B., in the presence of Almighty 
God, and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
do take thee, C. IJ., to be my lawful wedded wife 
[ o1· /wsbaud];' ot words t~1 1 he like effect : 

Provided tl}at no marriage shall be certified 
under this Part when either of the parties int~nd­
ing to be ·married has uot completed his or her 
eig!lleenth year, unless such consent as is men­
tioned in section nineteen has been given to the 
intended marriage, or unl ess it appears that there 
is no person Jiving authorized to p;i ve such (!Oil­

sent. 
61. When, in respect to any maniag:e solem­

Grant of ccrtificnte. 
nized under this Part, the 
conditions prescribed in 

section sixty have been fulfilled, the person licens­
ed as aforesaid, in whose presence the said de­
claration has been made, shall, on the application 
of either of the parties to such marri age, and on 
the payment of a fee of four ann as, g rant a certifi­
cate of the ~narria~c. 

The certificate shall be signed by such licensed 
pcr.son, a11d shall be received in any suit touching 
the validity of such maniagc as conclusive proof 
of its hav ing been performed. 

62. A Hegister Book of all marriages of wiJich 
. · certificates arc granted 

Regrster Dool< to be under section sixty-one, 
kept. sl!all be kept by the per­
son granting such certifi cates in his own vcmacu-
lar lang uage. · 

Such Hegister B ook shull be kept according 
to such form as the Local Gov ernmc11t fro m time 
to time prescribes in this behalf, and the said 
book, or tme extrac ts therefrom, duly a uthentica t­
ed, s h ~ll be dep9sited at such places as the Local 
Govemment directs. 

63. Every per son licensed unrl er this Act to 

Searches in Re:;tister g.rant certlikfical7s of 1\nl1n r­
Douk nrul copies of entries. nage, anc ' P.epmg a l ' ar-

ria cre llc!!islcd3ook under 
section sixty-two, shall, at" all reasonable times, 
allow seart h to be made in such book, and shall, 
on payment of the 1m•per fee, g ive a copy, certified 
under IJis hand, of any entry therein. 

6•1. The provisions of sections ~ i x ly-two and 
. . sixty-th ree as to the form 

. Book~ m. wl11ch . '.'"'"- o f the re"'ister book, the 
~:~~~~~~n~t't'·~rCJ~;;'!T}~ deposit or'" extracts tlr c.re-
:rre registered . from, and the grantrng 

searches and copies o f' the 
conlenls of' ~nch register, shall, mutatis wutandi.•, 
apply to the books kept under section thirty­
~even. 

65. This Part of this Ad, except so much of 
l'nrt VI. not to npply to s~ctions sixt.y-two ami 

·nomn11 c .. tlrolics. s1xtv-three as arc referred 
Sr.Ying of certain mnr- to i.n section sixty-four, 

ri ngc ~ . shall not apply to mar-
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riages between Roman Catho'Iics. But nothing 
herein contained shall invalidate any mnrriarre 
celebrated between Roman Catholics under the 
provisions of Part V. of Act No. XXV. of 1864, 
previous to the twenty-thirc:: day of February 1865. 

PART VII. 

PENAL'l' IES. 

66. \-Vhoevcr for the purpose of pr0cur ing ahy 

Fnlsc onth, notice or cer­
tificate for procuring mnr­
ringc. 

marriage, intentionally 
makes any false oath or 
signs any false notice or 
certifica te required b.v 

this Act, shall be deemed g uilty of the offence 
described in section one hundred and ninety-three 
of the Indian Peual Code. 

6i. Whoever forbids the issue by a Marriage 
Registmr· of a certificate 

Forhi<l<ling, hyfnl se per·· hy lit lscly representing 
sonation.'issne of.ccrtificntc himself to be a person 
by Mnrrruge Regrstrnr·. whose consent to the 

marriage is required by law, knowing or bPiiev­
ing such representation to be fal ~c , or not havin!! 
reason to believe it to l•e true, shall be deemecl 
g uilty of the offence described in section two 
hundred and five o f the Indian Penni Code. 

68 . Whoever, not being authorized under this 
Act to solemnize a mar-

Solemni•.ing mnrrin~c rin·re in the absence of a 
without tine nuthol'ity. Miirriage l1egislrar of the 

district in which ~uch 
marriage is solemnized , knowin!!;ly solemni·t.cs t\ 

marriage between persons one or both of whom 
· is or arc n Chl'istian o1· C hri,tian~, shall he pun­
ished wi t h imprisonment wlrich mny extend to 
ten y~ars; or (in lieu of a sc u tence of inrpl'ison­
ment for Feven yPars or upwanls) with transpol·­
tation for a term of not less than seven years, and 
notex,·eeding ten years ; 

or, if the offender be an European or American, 
with penal se rvitude acco rding to the provisions of 
i\ct No. XX IV. of IH55 (to substitute prual sr7·t•i­
tudefnr the 7ill ll'islunent of transportation in respect. 
of E!n·npNtlt ant[ .ilr(•crican. cmwicls, aud In ameucl 
lite l•.Jw 1·e /ating lo the renw!•al of suclt corwicls), 

nnd ~ha ll also he liable to fine. 

69. WI,ocveJ' );nowiugly and wilfully solem­
mzcs a marriage between 
persons one •n· both of 
whom is or are n l!hi1s­
tian or Christinn•, at nny 

Sol('mnizing mnrringc 
ont of proper time, or 
without witne::.scs. 

time other than bctwePII tl.e hours of six in the 
mol'llin!! :ind seven in the evening, or in tlJP. ab­
sc·nce of at least two credihle witnesses, other 
than the JWrson solemnizing the marriag:e, shall be 
puni tihcd with imprisonment lor a term whid1 may 
extend to three year;;, and tihall also be li(tblc to 
fine. 

This section does not apply lo marriages solem­
SaYin:; of marriages •o- uized un1lcr Epecial licen­

lernnizcd nmlcr spcci:rl li- ses g ranted by the Angli­
t·cme. can Bi:shop of the Dioces<· 
or by hi~ C<?mmissa r~·, nor to n:rarria~es perform~d 
betw(!en the hours of sev~n in tire P.vcniug· and s rx 
in the morning hy a C lergyman of the Church .of 
Hom~, when he has received the general. or spccml 
license in that behalf mentioned in sccuon ten. 
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iO. Any Minister of Religion licensed to so­
lemnize maniages under 

solemnitiu!!' without this Act, who, without a 
notice or witl!in four~ccn notice in writing, or when · 
.!l_'ys nfter notice, mamngc one of the parties to the 
w1th mmor; marriao-e is a minor, ami 

" l' the required consent of the parents or guarc anns to 
such mn;-riage has not been ohtained, within four­
teen clay~ after the rec~ipt l:iy him of notice of such 
n'laniage, knowin!!.ly :md wilfully sol_emnizes_a n~ar­
a·iarre unde1· Part lll., shall be pumshcd wath 1111-
pri~onment for a term which may extend to three 
years, ami shall also be liable to fine. 

71. A Marriao-e R.en-istrar under this Act, 1\'hO 
issuiug ccrtificnt;, or 

0 

~ummits nny of the l'ullow­
mnrrying. _without publicn- mg offences ; 
tiouofuottce; (I) knowin~ly and wil­
fully issues any certificate for marri •age, or solem­
nize~ any mnrria~!', without publishiug the notice 
of such marriage. as directed by this Act; 

(2) after the expiration of two months from the 
. . issue by him of a certificate , 

m.•!I')' 11S' nftcr cxplry of in re:<r>ect of any mn aTiao-e 
ccrt1ticntc · . I . " 

' solemnrzes sue 1 marrmge ; 

(3) solemnizes without an order of a com­

solcmniziug marriage 
with minor within fourteen 
days, without nuthorily of 
Court, or without sending 
copy of itoticc ; 

petent Court authorizing 
him to do so, any marriage 
when one of the parties 
is a minor, before the ex­
piration of fourteen days 
nfter the receipt of the 

notice of such· marriage or without sending, 
by the po,;t, or otherwise, a copy of such 
notice to the Senior Marriage H~gislrnr of · the 
District if tl1ere be more Marriage Hegistri\rs 
of the clistrict than one, und, if he himself be 
not the Senior Marriage Registrar; 

( 4) issues any ce1 tificate, the issue of which has -
. . been prohibited as in this 

issui!'g ccrttll~n~c. ngumst Act provided by any per-
n\l\11orlzc.J Jnolnlntaou · 1 · • • ' son uutJOJ'IZed to prolnb1t 

the issue thereof, 

shall be puni~hed with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to five year8, and shall also be 
liuble to fine. 

issuing certifirntc nfter 
expiry of ~oticc, . o.r, 
in Cl\SC of IUIUUr, \\'Ithm 
foua·tccn dny• after notice, 
or · n!luiust nnthorizcal 
J>rohi~•tiun; 

7'1. Any Marring;eHe­
gistrar knowingly and 
willully issuing uny certifi­
cate lor marriage after 
the expiration · of three 
months alh·r the notice 
has been entered by him 
as uforeoaid, 

o_r knowingly and wilfully issn.ir~g, wi~hout the 
order of n competent Court uuthorazmg ham so to 
do any cerlil'icute for maniage, where one ofthe 
pa~ties intendin~ maniuge is a 1~1inur, before the 
expiration of fourteen. t!ays ulte1: the entry. of 
,;uch notice or uuy ccrt1hcate the 1ssue of wh1ch 
lms been forbirltlen as ali>resnid by any person 
authorized in this behalf, 

shnll be deemed to ha\·e committed an olfence 
under section one hundred and sixty-six of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

persons nntl~orizcol to 
tiOlemnize marr1uge ( ot.llel' 
thnn Clergymen of the 
Churches of Englnnd, 
Scotland, or Home. 

73. Whoever, being 
authorized uuder this Act 
to solemnize a maniuge, 

and not being a Clergym~n of the Church ?f 
England, solemnizing a mnn:wge after due publi­
cation of ban no or under >l hcense from the J\ n­
rrlican Bi shop oft he Diocese or a smrogate duly 
~uthorized in that uehall~ 

or, not being a Clergymm_a of the qhurch of · 
Scotland, solemnizing a marnage accordmi1, to the 
rules, rites, reremnnies, and customs of that Church, 

or, not being a Clergyman oftl~e Church of H<~m<>, 
solemnizing a marriage acconlmg to the ntes, 
rules, ceremonies, and ~nstoms of that Church, 

knowingly and wilfully issues :rny certifica~e 
for marriage uu_de1· thiS 
f\cl, or· solemnazcs any 
lllaiTi·age, between SUCh 
persons ns aforesaid, 

issuinn- certificate, or 
mnrrying without pnbJish­
iu~ notice, 

without publishin ri, or causing to be alllxed, the 
notice of such m~rringe as directed in Part l .I[. 
of this Act, or after the expiration of two mon~hs 

or nftcr cxpia·y of cca·ti- after the certificate has 
ficntc; been issued by hi 111 ; 

or knowingly and wilfully issues any cPrtificate 
· for marriage, or salem-

issuing ccrtiflcntc for, nizcs a nlrt;Tiao·e between 
m: so~emnizi.ug. mnrringc such JlCrson s 0

when one 
wtth nunm·, wtttnn fou1tccn . · I' 
onys nftcr notice. of the persons mtem mg 

' marriage is a minor, before 
the expiration of fourteen days nfte1· the receipt of 
notice of such maniag·,•, or without sending, hy 
the post or otherwise, a copy of such notice to the 
M ani age llegistrar, or, if there he more 11'1 arriage 
Registrars than nue, to the Seninr · Marria~e He­
gistrar of the district; 

or knowingly !tnd wilfully issues any rertifi('atr, 
the i~sue of which has 

issuing rca·tificntc nn- b I' b'dd 1 tl · 
1 . 11 ~ 1,- 11 een or· 1 en nn< rr aas 

t wrlzco Y oa· "'en; Act by any person au-
thorized to forbid the issue ; 

or knowingly and wilfully solemnizes any 
maniage forbidd en by any 

solemnizing mnn·in~c person· authorized to for-
nuthorizc\lly forbiololcn ; 

bid the same, 

· shall he punished with imprisonment for a t~rm 
which may extend to lour years, and shall nl so be 
liable to Iiiii~. · 

74. Whoever, not being licensed tn grant a 
rertificate of m.uriao-e un­
del' Par·t VI. of thi~ Act, 
gTnnts such ce1·tificate in­
tending thereby to make 

Unlicensccl person gL·nnt­
ing certificate prctcncliug 
to be licensed ; . 

it appear that he is so licens~d, shall he punish~d 
with imprisonnwnt for a term which may rxteml 
to five years, nml shall nl:;o be liable to line. 

· 75. Whoever by hims~lf Ol' anothe1· wilfully 
. . . . destroys or injures any 

tl~stroymg or fnls1fymg HeO'ister Book . tl . _ 
Rt.•gtstcr Books. t:' . . 01 te coun 

or any part 
therefrom, 

tea foal cert1fkat<•s thereof, 
thereof, Ol' any authenticated extract 

or falsely m!lkes or counterfeits any part of such 
l'<'gister bouk or counterfoil certificates, 

or wilfully inserts any false entry in any such 
Register Uook Ol' counterfoil certificate or authen­
ticated extract, 

shall be punished with imprisonment for n term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also. 
be liable to fine. 

r 



76. The prosecution for every offence punish­
able under this Act shall 

. Limitation of prosccu- be commenced within two 
hons under Act. years after the offence is 

committed. 

PAB.T VIII. 

1\1 ISCELLANEO US. 

77. Whenever any marriage has been solem­
nized in accordance with 

Whnt mn~tcrs ncccl not the provisions of sections 
he r.rovctl !" respect of four and livt• it shall not 
mnrrwgc m nccordnncc . ' 
with Act. be vo1d merely on account 

of any irrel);ulnrity in res­
pect of any of the following matters, namely: 

( 1).-Any stat~ment made in re~ard to the 
dwelling of the pers<J ns married, or to the 
consent of any person whnsc consent to 
such marriage is required by law: 

(2).-The notice of the marriage: 
(3).-'l'he certificate or trans lation thereof: 
(4).-The time and place at whid1 the marriage 

has been solemnized : 
(5).-Thc registra.t ion of the marring;e. 
78. Every person ehargerl with the cluty of 

registel'iug any marriage, 
who discovers any error 

in the form or substance of any such entry, may, 
within one month next a f"ter the di scovery of such 
error, in the presence of the persons married, Ol', 
in case o f tlH·ir death or absence, in the presence 
of two other credible witnesses, correct the error 
by entry in the margin withnut any alteration of 
the orio·inal cntrv, and shall sig;n the marginal entry , 
and add theret~ the tlate of such correction and 
such person shall make the like marginal eutry 
in the certifit•ate thereof. 

Corrections of errors. 

And every entry made under this sec tion shall 
be attest~d IJy the wituesses in whose pres~nce it 
was made. 

And, in case ~uC"h certificate has been ali·e:~dy 
sent to the Secretary to the Loca l Government, 
Euch person shall makt and send in like manner 
a ~eparnte certificate of the 01·i~inal erroneous 
entry, and of the marginal correctinn therein made. 

79. Every person solemnizing a marriage under 
Searches nml copies of thi~ Act, and h~ reby re-

entries. qtnred to reg1ster the 
satne, 

and every Marriage Hegis lrar Ol' Secretary to a 
Local Government having the custody for the time 
beiug of any register of marria~es , or of any cer­
tificate, or duplicate to copies of certificate under 
this Act, 
· shall, on paynwnt of the proper fees, at all 

reasonable times, allow sea1'ches to be wade in 
such registe1: or for such certificnt .. , Ol' duplieate, 
or copies, and give a copy under his !mud o( any 
entry in the same. 

80. Every certified 

. Ccrtifictl copy of entry 
in marrinJ?e register, &c., 
to be cvi<lcucc. 

copy purporting to be 
signed by the person 
entrusted und t>r thi - 1\ct 
with the custody of' auy 
marriacre re"i~tcr or cer­

tificate, or duplicate required t~ be kc·pt or deli­
vered m~de1' this Act, of any entry of a marriage i.n 
such reg1ster, or of any ~uch eertificnte or dupli­
cate shall be received as evidence of the marriage 
purporting to be so entered, 01· of the facts pnr­
porting to be so certified therein, without further 
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proof of such register or certificate, or duplicate:: 
or of any entry therein, respecti vei,V, or of such 
copy. 

81. The Secretary to the Local Government 
shall, at the end of eve1 y 

Sending ccrtificntcs of quarter in each year, select 
ccJ·tniu mnrrin gcs to !>cere- from the certificates of 
tary of Stntc for India. man ia<TeS forwarded to 

. him d~·ing such qunrt~r, 
the certificates of the marriages of which the Go­
vernor General in Council mav desire that evidence 
si1ull be transmitted to En!;h;ncl, anc\ forward the 
same certificate~, signed by him, to the Secretary ol 
Stale for Indin, for the purpose of being- deli\·~rcd 
to the Registrar General of 13irths, Deaths , and 
Marring<'-"· 

I.ocnl Go1·crnment to 
prescribe fees. 

R2. Fees shall be 
. chargeable under this Act 
for-

receiving and puhlishing notices of marriages ; 
issuing certificntes of maniage by Marriage 

n~gi5trars und the registration of marriages by the 
same; 

entering protests against, !lr prohiuilions of, 
the issue of marriage C'ertificates by the said 
Hegis trars ; 

searching register books, or certificates, or d up­
licates, or copi<·s thereof; 

giving copies of entries in the same under 
sections six1 y-thrcc nnd seventy-nine; 

The Local Government ~hall fix the amount of 
such fees respectively ; 

nnd may from time lo time vary Ol' remit then1 
either generally or in special <'ases , a~ to it may 
seem fit. 

83. The Local Govl'rnment may mah!' rules in 
Power '10 make rules. regard to the di~pOHli c..l 

the fees mentioned iu 
section eighty-two, the supply of Register IJuuks, 
and the p• epa ration ami submis~ion of returns of 
marriages solemnized uudcr this Act. 

84. The powers conferred on the Local Govem­
l'owcr to pre~ cl'ihe fees mcnt by .section~ cighty­

mul rules fur Nntirc two and Clghty-thn•emay, 
States. · so far as regard; Na1ive 
State~, be excrci~cd· by the Govemor General in 
Council. 

85. The Local Government may, by notifica­
tion in the ofllciul Gazette, 

Power ~o .dcrlarc who declare who shall, in any 
shall he DistriCt Judge. place to which this Act 
applies, be deemed to be the District J utlge. 

86. The power5 and functions g-iven uy this 

Powct• to Llclcgntc func~ 
tious nuder this i\ ct of Gn .. 
\'Cruor General iu Conucil. 

Act to the G<>vcmor (7e­
nera l in Council nmy be, 
delegated to aud exercised 
by such officers as th e 

G overnor General in Council from time to time 
appoints ·in this behalf. 

l:i7. Nothing in this Act applies to any mar­
ria'!e performed by any 

. Saving of Consular mn1'· Minister C~o I C rmbcs. , nsu , or on .. 
sular Ag~nt uetwcen sub­

j ects of the State which he re presents and m·cord­
iug to the Ia ws of such State. 

~8. Nothing in this Act shall ue deemed to 
l\on·vnlitlatiun of mnr- vnlidatc1 any marriage 

rin;;cs within prohibitc<l which the personal lnw 
degrees. applicable to either !.If the 
parties forbids him or her to enter into. 
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SCHEDULE I. 

(See Secl~ons 12 and 38.) 

NoTICE oF MAnniAGB. 

'fo a Minister [or Registrar] of 

I hereby give you notice that a marriage is intended to be had, within three calendar months from 
the date hereof, between me and the other party herein named and described (that is to say):-

Church, chnpcl, or District in which · 

Condition. Rnnk or Dwelling- Lcngth .of place of worship the other part}' 
.1'\nmcs. Age . in which the resides, wb~n the Profession. plncc. residence. mnrringc is to' be parties dwell in 

•olcmnizcd. diO'crcnt disu·iccs. 

I 
~ 

i!l 
~ .t; 

l ~ 
~ Cl.:l .s 

~ ~ .. 
~ "' .; ::! 

tl ~ ~ t3 .... ..s 

~ I:< "' (5 E '1:! 

"' (5 ·~ <5' C':) 
"':1 ..... ~ ~ 

""' ~ 
"' (3 

'1:! 
l---- " ------------------------ ~ 

<:) 

"' (I., 

~ ~ ~ 

~ 
,. 

~ .; <:) <> E ... 
~ . 

"' "' "' .. 
~E ""' ~ : <'! t;) 

t: "' ~ "' : "' ~ ..::: 'l;l ..: ~ ~ i:: <:) 
~ .. .s 

~ 0~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Witness m~ hand, this day of seventy-two, 

. (8igned) JAMES SJ'WlTH. 

[The italics in t~is s_chr.d.ule nrc to b~ filled up as the case may be, and the blank • dil·iaion thereof ie onlv to be tilled up 
"hen one of the parties liYcs w another d"\rict .• ) ' 

---
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SCHEDULE .IT. 

(See Sections 24 and 50.) 

CERTIFICATE OF RECEIPT OF NOTICE. 

I, 

do hereby certify_ tha~l on the day of . I ~otice was duly en~ered in .my Marriage Notice 
Book of the marnage mtended between the parl1es therem named and descnbed 1 dehvcred under -the hand 
of - 1 one of the parties (that is to say) :-

Church, chapel, or Di•trict in which 

Rank or Dwelling- Length of place of worship the other party 
Names. Condition. Age. in which the rcsidc"s, when the Profession. place. residenco. rnnrringc is parties elwell in 

to be solcmnizctl. <hffcrcnt tli•tricts. 

: .... 
"" ~ ~ · ~ ~ ~ ..; 
;: <:1 UJ ;:.. 

UJ 2 ::: 

~ 
., ~ 

. 
~ "' :;:. s ~ ff ::-- ~ M ;:; 0 C5' 1:'1 ;;; 

.::; <:>~ ~ 
..... 0 

..:::: 
l: 
::: 

6 
~ 
~ 

-------------- ----- ~ 
8 

UJ 
~ 
...::: .., ... . ::: .... ~ ~ "' ::: 

., ~ 
.!:; <:> ., 

"' ;: ~ (IJ 

~ C!l .: ..: "' <:! 
~ .S' <:! "' . <:> s 
~ " ~ ~ ~ ~ ... <:1 

~ . ~ ~ 

"" 0~ 
<:> 

1:'1 ;:; 

and that the declaration required by section seventeen or forty-one of "The Indian Christian Marriage 
Act, 1872," has been duly made by the said (James Smith). 

Date of notice entered. 
Date of certificate given. 

Witness my hand, this 

} 
The issue of this certificate has not been prohibited by any 

person authorized to forbid the issue thereof. 

day of seventy.two. 

(Signed) 

This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or before the day o£ 

[The italics in the schedule are to be filled up as the case may be, and the blank division ther~of 
is only to be filled up when one of the parties lives in another district.] · 



440 

SCHEDULE III. 

(Sec Sectio11 28.) 

FoRM oF REGJSTilR OF MARRIAGES. 

Qna1·tcrly Returns 

of 

MARHTAGES 

for 

'fiJc Arcladeaconry 'of 
{

Calcutta. 
• • 11iad1·as. 

Bombay. 

J, 
(Calcutta,") 

, Rcgislraa· of the Archdeaconry of ~ Jlfadms, >- do hereby certify 
LBombay, ) 

that the annexed nrc correct copies of the Originals and Official Quarterly R!'turns of Marriage 

{

Calcutta,") · 
within the Archdencona·y of Jltarlras, >- ns made and transmitted to me fo a· the quarter commencing 

Bombay,) 

the duy of ea~ding ~he 

our Lord 

day of in the year of 

[ Si!Jnature of R e!JiSl7'm·.] 

(Calcutta. 
Registrar of the Archdeaconry of-<: J11adras. 

l Bombay. r A llaltabad, 
• MARRIAGES 1 ·• d t J Barmch1mr, . • so emmze a i BaTcli, 

WHEN llfARR!ED. 

.;j 

~ " ...... 0 " ~ ~ 

\..Calcutta, ~c., lfrc, 

NAMES 01~ 
PAR1'1ES. 

c .; 
·~ 13 

" ·;:: E 
.:I " 0 w 

~0 
< 

' 
;: 

- - --- - --- --- - - - --- - - - --------------- --- -- -

,, 



<I 

L 
ll-:) ...... 

Number. 

1 

SCHEDULE IY. 

(See Sections 32 and 54.) 

MARRIAGE REGISTER BooK. 

NA~IES OF P ARTIES. 

WnEN MARRIED. Age. Condition. Rank or Residence at the time 

I 
profession. · of mnrringe. 

Christian Name. Surname. 

,. 
Day. Month. Year. 

- ----
I 

James •••••••• Wllite • •••• • • • 26 !)tal'S , • • • •, Widower .... C11rpenter •.•. Agra ............ 
I 

llfartlt.a ...... Drmcau ••• • •. 17 years ...... Spinster • • • • • • ··· ··· Agra •••.•••••.•• 

. 

Married in the ~James White, 
mized between us Thi~ mafl'iage was solen M artlw .Drmcau, 

l {Jolin Smith. 
~in the presence of us 
1 Jolm Grem. } 

Father's nome and 
surname. 

William Wllite • 

Jolm D11ncan. 

~ 
~ -



Number. WHES !IARRIED. 

Day. Month Year. 

I 

] ---------

I 
I 

I 

- I 
i 

-

Married in the 

SCHEDULE rv.-contmued . 
• 

CERTIFICATJ> OF MA-RRIAGE. 

NAMES OP PARTIES. Rank or 

Christian Name. I Age. Condition. profession. 

Surname. . 

-

James ........ W!.itc •••.•... :?.6years •..... Wiclou:er. ·• • .. Carpwter •.•. 

Martlw ...... Duncm1 •. .•••. 17 years .••.•. Spi11sler • ...•. .... ... 

This marriage was solemnized between us{ 
James W!tite, } 

in the presence of us 
Mm·tlta Duncan, 

·'"'" 
\ 

Residence at the time 
of marriage. 

Agra •.•...••••.. 

• 
Agm . .. ···· ····· 

{ 

John Smith. 

Jolin Green. 
} 

Father's name and 
surname. 

I 

£ 

William White. 

John Duncau. 

·., 



)lumber and year. 

Statute 58 Geo. 3, cap. 84 

Statute 14 & 15 Vic., cap. 40 .. 
Act V. of 1852 ........... . 

Act V. of 1865 .......... .. 

Act XXII. of 1866 
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SCHEDULE V. 

(See Section 2.) 

ENACTMENTS REPEALED. 

Title. Extant of Repeal. 

An Act to rcmo,·e doubts as to the validity of certain The whole. 
marriages had nnd solemnized within the Dritish terri· 
tories in Indin. 

An Act for mnrringes in Inclin ..................... . 
An Act for giving effect to the provisions of an Act o 

Parlinmcnt passed in the I 5th yenr of the reign of Her 
prrscut Majesty intitulcd "An Act for ll'lnrriages in 
In din." 

The Indian l\'lnrringc Act, 1865 .................... .. 

An Act to extend the Indian :\larriagc Act, 18li.'i, to the 
Hydernl>ad Assigned Districts nnd the Cantonmeots of 
Secundernbnd, 'l'rimungcrry, and Aurungnbad. 

The whole. 
So much as has not been 

repealed. 

The whole t\ct, except so 
far ns it relates to the 
Strait6 Settlements. 

The whole. 

\VH!TLEY STOKES, 

Secretary to tlie Government of India. 
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The foll owing Dill was introduced into the Coun­
cil of the Governor General of India for the pur­
pose of making Law~ and Regulations on the 
20th June 18i2, and was r<·ferred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to report thereon 
in a fortnight :-

Bill No. 11 of 1872. 

A Bill to lcgal;;:c the 1·rpayme11l of monry dt·posilrd 
i 11 District Savings Bauhs in the uamrs of 
1lfinors. 

Whereas it is expedient to legalize the repayment 
of moneys deposited in 

Preamble. District Savings 13auks in 
the names of minors; It is hereby enacted as 
follows:-

Short title. 

Local extent. 

Cummcuccmcnt. 

VI.-121 a 

1. This Act may be 
called "The Minors' De­
posits Act, 18i2 :" 

It extends to the whole 
of ilritish India ; 

And it shall come 
into force on the passing 
thereof. 

2. Any deposit of money heretnforc or. he•: e-
. after n:ade in any D1slnd 

Repayment of .o!cposats Savin):ls Bank <by, or on 
to nnnor or gnnrdann. behalf of, any person, who 
has not completed the age of eighteen years, may be 
repaid to him or to his guardian, together with the 
interest accrued thereon; and the receipt of himself 
or his guardian shall be a suflicient discharge. 

All repayments under this Act shall be made by 
the Secretary to the Uank, subject to such rules as 
tlac Govemment of"lndia in the Financial Depart­
ment may, from time to time, p•·escribc. 

STATEMENT OF 0DJECTS AND ltEASONS. 

The object of this Bill, which is founded on 
Statute 26 & 27 Vic., c. 87, s. 30, is to legalize the 
repayment of moneys deposited in District Savings 
Banks by or on behalf of minors, i. c., in the words 
of the Indian Succession Act, persons who have 
not completed the age of eighteen years. 

Such deposits arc often made by fathers ou 
behalf of their minor children, and hardship is 
Fometimcs caused by the impossibility (as the law 
stands) of providing thereout for the maintenance, 
clothing, and education of these minors. 

SmLA; 
(Signed) n. TEMI'Lll• 

Tlte 28tl! llfay 187Q. 
\VmTLEY SToKES, 

Secretary to the Goucnwlcllt of india. 
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The following- Bill w~s introduced into the 
Council of the Governot' General of India for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations 
·on the ~Oth June 18i 2, and was referred to 
a Select Committee with instructions to report 
thereon in a fortnight:-

Bill No. lZ of l87Z. 

i~· Bill {ol' imposing a duty on certain SjJirits 
mamifacturcd in British Burma. 

for the purpose of imposing a duty on spirits 
manufactured at distil-

Preamble. Ieries in British Burma, 
worl<ed accQrding to the English method; It is here­
by enacted as follows:-

Short _t itle. 

Local extent. 

). This Act may be 
called ''The Burma l::ipirit 
Duty t\ct, 1872 :" 

It ' c>xtends only to 
Briti&h Burma; 

1\ nd it shall be deemed to hn ve como int<> 
force on the first day of April 

Commcncomcnt. 18i2. 

2. A duty shall be levied on 8pirits manufac­
tured at disti llet'ies in 

Duty on E•.•glish spirits British Burma, worked 
mnnuf.,cturctl m Durmn. 1. t tl E 

1
. I accon mg o te •ng ts 1 

method, at. such rate per imperial p;allon, of the 
~trcngth ot London proof, an the Local Gov£"rn­
mcnt with the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in Council, from time to time directs. 

VJ.-121 b 

Such duty shall be augmented or reduced in 
proportion to the strength of the spirits. 

3. This Act shall be taken as part of the 
·Excise Aet, ltl71, and the Act to he rent! ns port 

of the Exci•c Act , l !lil. provisions of the second 
ami thirdclauses of section 

twenty-one of that Act shall apply to the Htid 
~pirits , as if for I he words " afot·esaid duty," the 
words" duty leviable undet· the Burma Spirit Duty 
Act, 187'2," were substitutt·d. 

STATF.~IENT Ol' OnJECTs AND REASON s . 

. The Excise A•·t, 1871, section twenty-one, 
imposes a duty of three rupees pe•· imperial gallon 
on spirits manufnctured according to the English 
process. Thi~ duty was not considered adapted. 
to British Burma, where n heavy fee was chat·ged 
for licensing distilleries in which spirits were so 
manufactured. Th:tt Province was, therefore, ex­
pressly excluded from the operation of section 
twenty-one. It is now thought advisalJle to alter the 
local practice as to chaq~ing a license-fee, and to 
impose a duty on such ~pirits at a rate t<> be 
determined, from time to time, by the Chief 
Commissioner with the previous sanction of the 
Government of Jndia. The Bill substantially 
con~ists of a clause confening this powet· upon him 
rett:ospcctively from the 1st April 1872, when the 
Excise Act came into force in British Burma. 

(Signed) R. TEliPLn. 

SIMLA; 

7'1Jc 28th Jlia!J 1872. 
WunL'EY ::i·roKEs, 

Scc1·ctm·y to the Govcmmcnt <if 1-ndin. 
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