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[ Publislwd witlt t!te " Bombay Govenmzent Gazelle'~ of the 16t!t Novembe1· 1871. J 

PART VI. 

I. BILLS . 0 F THE C 0 VERN MEN T 0 F IN 0 I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 

Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws nnd Regulations on the 
19th October 1871 :-

Bill No. 24 of 1871. 

THE INDIAN CHRISTIAN MAR­
RIAGE BILL, 1871. 

ARR:\NGEll'lENT OF SECTIONS. 

PnELI~tiNARY. 

SE CTIO N. 

I. Short title. 
Extent and commencement of Act. 

:.!. Enactments repealed. 
3 . Interpretation clause. 

PART I. 

'!'HE PERSO NS DY WUOll MARRIAGE )1,\Y DE 

SOf.EMN IZED. 

4. Marriage between Christians to be solemnized 
according to Act. 

ii. Marriages by whom to be solemnized. 
6. Licenses to solemnize marriage by whom to be 

granted. 
7. Appointment of Marriage Registrars. 

Power tci appoint Senio1· Marriage Rcgistrnr. 
The l\fngistrnte to be Marriage Registrar on 

temporary vncnncv. 
s. Marriage Rcgistrars .in nllicd Native States how 

to be appointed. 
9. Licensing of persons to grnnt certificates of mar· 

riagc between Nath·c Christians. · 

PART II. 

MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED DY i\frNISTERS OF RELIGION ' 

LICENSED UNDER THE ACT· 

10. Notice of intended marringe. 
Pro\;So. 

·vr.-5lj 

SECTION. 

II. Publication of such notice. 
12. Notice of intended marriage in primte dwelling. 
13. Notice when one of the persons is n minor. 
14. Pu blicntion of such notice. 
15. Certificate of notice given and declaration mode, 

to be issued. 
Proviso. 

1G. In cnsc of minority, certificate not to issue until 
fourteen days after receipt of notice. 

I 7. Declaration to be mndc before issue of certi-
ficate. 

18. Consent of parent or guard inn necessary. · 
19. Power to prohibit by notice ofissueofcertificnte. 
20. Procedure of Minister on receipt of such notice. 
21. Proceedings before issue of certificate to N ntivc 

Christians. 
22. Form of certificate. 
23 . After issue of certificate, marriage mny be salem· 

nizctl. 
24. Hours between which marriages to lJe solemnized. 

I>roviso. 
25. Certificate to be void if mnrringe be not salem· 

nized within two months. 

PART III. 

REGIST!lATION OP M.\ll!li.\GES. 

26. Marriages, with certain exceptions, to be register. 
ed as herein prescribed. 

27. Registration of marriages solemnized by Clergy· 
men of the Church of England. 

28. Quarterly returns to Archdeaconry. 
29. Registration and returns of marriages solem­

nized by Glcrgymcn of the Church of Rome. 
30. Registration nnd returns of marriages solemnized 

by Clergymen of the Church of Scotland. 
31. Whnt marriages to be entered in register book 

prescribed in Schedule IV. 
32. Such entries to be signed nnd attested. 
33. Such certificate to be forwarded to Marriage 

Registrar, copied, and transmitted to Govern· 
ment. 

34. Copies of such certificates to be entered and 
numbered. 

35. Registrar to odd number of entry to certificate, 
and send to Government. 

36, Custody nnd disposal of register book of mar• 
riages between Native Christians. 
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PART IV. 

l\fARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED DY, OR IN 'l'UE l'RESENCE 

OF, A MARRIAGE REGISTRAR· 

SECTION. 

37. One of tho parties to intended marriage to give 
notice in Schedule I. to the Marriage Re­
gistrar of the District. 

38. Notice to be filed, nnd copy entered in the ·Mar­
riage Notice Book. 

39. Notice how to he 1mhlished in or'dinnry cases, · 
nnd how in the cnsc of minors. 

·10. Certificate of notice to he issued with certain 
exceptions on reqncs't. 

.41. . If minor be resident in Presidency town, the 
Higl1 Court on npplicntion mliy order certi­
ficate in less .thnn fourteen dnys. 

42. Issue of certificate mny be forbidden in speci­
fied mnnnct'. 

43. If the Registrar doubt the legnl authority of 
the person forbidding, ho mny refer to the 
High Court, the Zillah Judge, or the Go­
vernor General in Council. 

44. Oath or declnrntion to be made before issue of 
· . certificate. 

45. Certificate to be as thnt prescribed in Schedule 
II . . 

. 46. If either party be a Native Christian, the Rcgis­
t rar shall nscertnin thnt the notice nnd 
certificate nrc understood. 

4i. If l:tegistrnr in nn allied Nntivc . ·state refuses 
certific_ntc, petition may lie to · Governor Ge­
neral in Council. 

4S. After issue of ecrtificnte, mnrringe·mny be solem­
nized in tho presence of llfnrringc Uegistrnr 
nne! two witnesses. · · 

49- When mnninge is not had within three months 
nfter notice, a new notice required. 

.'i.O. :Nntivc Christions to be mnue to understand the 
declarations nt marriage. 

Iii. linrringes to be registered. 
5'' Certificates of marriages to be tmnsmittcd 

periodically to tl1e Secretary to Government. 
:13 , Regi~trnrs in nllied Native 'States to transmit 

eertificatcs to the Foreign Secretary. 

PARTY. 

MARRIAGE OF NATPlE CHRISTIANS. 

54. Conditions. 
55. On marriage (the conditions haYing been fulfilled) 

licensed person to grnnt n certificate thereof. 
5G. Register book how to he kept. 
5j. Searches in the register book to be allowed. 
· ~6- · Pnrt V. not to apply to Roman Catholics. 

PART VI. 

J?.t:NALTIES, 

59, Punilllmieut for fa!se oath, declaration, notice, or 
certificate for 'procuring marriage. 

SECTION. . 
60_ l'unishmcnt for forbidding the 1ssnc by n 1\·lnr-

ringc Registrar of 11 certificate by false repre-

sentation. . 
61. Punishment for solemnizing n. m~rnage without 

due authority. 
62. Punishment for solemnizing n marriage except 

between G A.M. and 7 l'.M·, Ol' without 

witnesses; 
but innpplicnblc to mnrringcs solemnizcll undC\r 

63. 

64. 

65. 

GG. 

67. 

68. 

specinl licenses. . . . ) 
Punishment for solemnizing n' mnmage wnhm 

certnin time nfter · notice when ·either pnrty~ 
. is n minor. . ' ...... ...__ ~ 

Punishment for issuing certificates, or solemniz-
ing mnrringes without publication of notice, 

&c. 
Penalty for issuing certificate more · than three 

months, or in cnse of minor, within fourteen 
dnys .nftcr notice entered, ,or at all in case of 
authorized forbiddal. 

Punishment for persons authorized under this 
Act, but not being Clergymen of the Churches 
of England, Scotlnnd, or Home, solemniz­
ing mnrringes without publication of Hoticcs, 
&c. 

Punishment for unlicensed person pretending to 
grnnt ccrtificntc of marriage umle1: .Pnrt V. 

Punishment for destroying or falsifying register ' 
books. 

69. Period within which prosecution may be com­
menced. 

p ,Ut1' VII. · 

i\i ISCELI,ANEOUS. 

70. Proof of mnrringe in accordance with the pro­
Yisions of Pnrt I. of this Act • 

71· Corrections of errors. 
72 . . Searches mny he mnde, nnd copies of certificates 

given. 
73. Certified copy of entry in marriage register, &c., 

to be evidence of mnrringc without flirthet· 
proof. 

74. Transmission of certificates of ccrinio marriages 
to Secretary of Stale for Iodin. 

75. Fees. 
7 6. Power to mako rules. 

ScnEDULE I.-Notice of Marriage. 
ScHEDULE II.-Registrnr's Certificate. 
ScnEDULI' III.-Porm of Register of .Mar-

riages. ) 
ScHEDULE IV.-!Ifarriagc Register Uook. 

Certificate of i\lnrringc. 
ScHEDULE V.-Eunetments repealed . 

A Bill to crmso/idat~ aud amend the law ,·elating to 
t!te solcmni=ation in India of marriages of persa11 ~ 
71rojessing tlte Cln·istirm Religion. 

Whereas it is 
Preamble. 

expedient to ~onsolidate and 
· amend the law relntin~ to 

the solemnization in I1idia 
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of marriages of persons professing: the Christian 
r~ligion; It is enacted as follows :-

PRELIMINARY. 

Short title. 
1. This Act may be 

called ''The Indian Chris­
tian i\'larria~e Act, lis71." 

· It extends to the whole of British Indm, and, 
so far only as regards 

Extent and commence- Cl · · B · · I b" mcnt or Act. 1r1St1an nt1s 1 su ~ ects 
of Her M (\jesty, to the 

territories of any Native Prince 01· State in alli­
ance with Her Majesty; and .it shall come into 
operation on the passing thereof. 

2. The enactments specified in the fifth schc­

Enactments 1·epcnled. 

111entioned in the third 
dule. 

d ule hereunto annexed 
are repealed to the extent 
column of the said schc-

3. In this Act~ 

1 nterprctation-clnuse. 

unless there is something 
repugnant in the subject 
or context,-

''Church of England" and "Anglican" mean 
the United Church ofEng-

u Church of England." l d l l I d 
" An;;lican." an anc re an as by 

the law es tabli shed; 

"Church or Scotlnll(l." 

"Chmch of Scotland" 
means the Church of Scot­
land as by law es tablished; 

" Church of Rome" and " Homan Catholic" 

h Church of Rome., 
' • Romnn Cntholic.u 

mean the Chur ch which 
re:rards the Pope of Home 
as its spi ritual head ; 

" Church " includes any chapel or other build-
" Church." ing. !!CIIerally u>cd filr 

public Christian wurship; 

" )iinor.'' 

" !VI in or" means a per­
son who has not completed 
the age of twenty -one 
years; 

"Native Christian" includes the Christian 

''Native Christinn.'' descendant~ of Natives of 
India converted to Chris­

tianity, as well as such converts. 

PA RT I. 

THE PERSONS DY WllCM l\'l.-1.RniAGE ~lAY Dll 

SOLE)I:\!ZED. 

4. Every marriage between persons, one or 

~farringe between Chris­
tians to be solemnized 
according to Act. 

hoth of whom shall pro­
fes~< the Christian relig ion, 
shall be solemnized in 
accordance with the pro­

v isions of the next foll owing section; a nd any such 
maniacre solemnized otherwise than in accordance 
with the said prol"isions, shali be null and void. 

~!arrin:;cs by whom to 5. M arriagcs may be 
he solemnized. solemnized in India-

( I) hy any person who has recei1•ed epi,;copal 
nrdination, provided that the marria«e he solem· 
uized according to the rules, rite~ cer~monies, and 
customs of the Church of which' such person is a 
Minister; 

(2) by any Clergyman of the Church of 8~or­
land, provided that such man·ial!e be solemmzed. 
according to the rules, rites, ceremonies, and cus­
toms of the Church of Scotland ; 

. (3) by any M inislcr of Heli~ion who, under 
the pr<ivisions of this Act, has (>btained a license 
to solemnize man·ial!:es; 

(4) by, or in the presence of, a Marriage 
Uegistra1· under the provisions of this Act; 

(5) bv any per;;on who, with respect to mar­
ria,.es between Native Christians, shall have re­
cei~ed, under the provisions of Part l V. of this 
Act, a license to grant certificates of marriage. 

6. The Governor General of India in C(•uncil , 

Licenses to solemnize 
mnrringc by whom to be 
granted. 

the Govemors of i\>Indras 
and Boruhay in Ccnmcil, 
n11d the Lieurenaut­
Go,·ernors of Beng-al, the 

North-Western Provinces and the Panjiib, m1•y 
arant licenses to M.inis ters of Religion to solem­
~ize marriages within the territo ries undet· the 
immediate administration of such Governor Ge­
neral, or subject to such Governors and Lieute­
nan t-Governors respectively, and may revoke 
such licenses. 

7. The Local Government of each Presidency 
. or territory may appoint . 

. Appmntment of Mnr- one or more M nrri a••P. 
rmgc !lco1strnrs. I · · 1 b {eg1strars, e1 t 1er y name 
or as holdin:r any office for the time being, fo1· nny 
portion of the Presidency or territory subject to 
its administration. But uo person shall he a 
Marriage llegistrar who docs not 11rofess the Chris­
tian religion. 

·where there are more than one lVIarriarre He-
. . gistra r iu any dis trict, the 

Po_wcr to "l?l'omt Scr.10r Local Govemment shall 
i\'fnrrmgc Hcg,.trnr. appoint one of them to b(• 
the Senior 1\larriage Uegistrar. 

'¥hen there is only one !VI niTia«e Re.,istrar 
. in a <listric';, aml such 

The i\Ia;;•strntc to be Hegi•trar i .. bs t f 
i\Iarria"c 1\cgi.trur on tcm- · ~ '. ~ '1 en . rom 
porary ~ncnncy . such chstnct, ur 11!, or 

in case of the death of 
the only Marriage Registrar in a district, or of any 
temporary vacancy in such onice, the i\•Ja" istrnte 
of such district shall act as, and be, l\'lan-i;rre Re­
g istrar thereo f during such absence, illn;ss, or 
te111porary vacancy as af•Jresaitl. 

8. The Governor General of India ir, Council 
may a ppoiut any person, 

i\Iarrin:;c Hcgistrars in 1 · 01 · t" 1 .• 
allictll'int1ve States bow to >emg a 1 ns mn, to ue a 
be uppointccl. JV!m·~·iuge Hegistrar in any 

d1s tnct, to be assigned bv 
th~ Governor General of India in Council in anv 
place wi~hin t_he t~1-r!toric~ of any Nativ~ Prine~· 
or State 111 alhance 1nth Her Mnjesty. 

9. 'L'he Loca l Government of any province 
Liecnsin~ of persons to may issue a licl•nse to any 

gr:mt ecrt.ificntcs of mar- pcrsou l1ein!! a Christiau 
ring~ . between Nnti\"c either by name or a· hold~ 
Clmstmns. iii!!; any ofFice f;,r the time 
bein~, authori;~,ing him to grant certificates of 
l"!laniage betwPen Native Chris tian~. Any such 
license may be revoked by the Go•·el"llllHmt Ol" 

Chief Commi~sioner hy whom it was granted, and 
everv such grant or revocation shall be notified in 
the official Gazette. .... 

.. 



175 ll• 

PART II. 

.MARRIAGES SOLE~INIZilD DY MINISTERS OF RELI­

GION LICENSED UNDER TilE ACT. 

10. In nil cases in which a marriage is intend­
ed to be solemnized by a 

:-<oticc of intended Minister of Reliaion who 
mGrringc. has obtained a license to 
~olemnize marriages under this Act,-

one of the persons intending marriage shall give 
notil·e in writing, according to the form contained 
in the first schedule to this Act an~e~ed, or to the 
like effect to the Minister of Hehgwn whom he 
"~' she shniJ desire to solemnize the marriage, and 
shall state therein the name or names, and the pro­
fession or condition, of ~ach of the J?ersons intend­
ing- marriage, the dwelhng place ot each of them, 
and the time (not being )pss than four dny~) 
durin!! which Pach has dwelt there, and the church 
or private d1\elling in which the marriage is to be 
solemnized : . . 

Provideri that, if either of such p~rsons shall 
have dw~lt in the place stated in the notice during 
more than on·e month, it may be stated therein 
that he or she has dwelt there one month and 
upwards: 

Provided, also, that, at any place or station 
where there is a churC'h, 

Proriso. no Cl~rgyman of the 
Church of England shall solemnize a marriage in 
n private dwelling or in any place except in such 
··hurch, unle>'S he shall have received a special 
license authorizing him to do so from and under 
the haml nnd seal of the Anglican Bishop of the 
Diocese, or from the Commissary of such Bishop. 
}'or such .special lic:ense t.he Registrar of the 
Diocese shall be entitled to charge such additional 
fee as the said Bishop f1lR)' sanction. 

II. The 1\'linister of Heligion to whom such 

I
. . r 

1 
notice shall have been 

Pub •cnhon ° sue 1 delivered, if he shall be 
notice. 

entitled to officiate in the 
,·hurch in which it is intended to solemnize the 
said marring~, shall publish evet·y notice of mar­
riage received uy him, by causing the snme to be 
published and affixed in some conspicuous part of 
the same t·hurch. 

lf such 1\'linister of Religion shall not be entitled 
to oflicinte as a Minister in such church, he shall 
at his option, either retum the same notice to th~ 
person delivering the same to him, or shall deliver 
the same to some other Minister enti tied to officiate 
therein, who shall thereupon cauge the same to be 
so published and alli.~ed us aforesaid. 

]':2. If it be intended that the marriage shall be 
Xotice of inten.lcd mnr· solem.nizr•d in ~ .Private 

ria .. e in private dwelling dwelling, the i\1Imster of 
e • • • • Heligion, on receivino· 

!he nobce presc.nbed 111 section ten, shHII forward 
It to the Marnage Registrar of the di•trict, who 
~~all affix the same to some conspicuous place in 
Jus own office. 

13. When one of the persons intendina mar­
::\otice when one of the riage (not being a ~vi dow 

persons is n minor. or widower) is a minor, 
• . every such lll inister as 

aforesatd, who rece1ves such notice, sholl, unless 
he returns the same to the person ft·om whom it 
was received under the provisions of section eleven 

within twenty-four hours after his receipt · ther~of, 
send or cause to be sent by the p~st, or otl.1erw1se, 
a copy of such notice to the Manage Reg1strar .of 
the dititrict, or, if there be mor~ tlwn on~ Hegls­
trar of such Ji~trict, to the Semor M a mage He­
gistrar. 

14. The Marriarre Registrar or Senior Mar­
.,h riage Hegistrar, on receiv-

Pnblicntion of sue ing any such notice, 
notice. shall affix the same to 
some conspicuous place in his own office, and the 
lat.ter shall fmthcr cause a copy of the said notice 
to be sent to each r>f the other Marriage Regis­
trars iii the same district, who shall likewise pub­
lish the same in the manner u bove directed. 

15. Any Minister of Religion who shall con­
sent or intend to solem­

Ccrtificnte of notice nize any such mal'l'iaae 
gh·en ~nd <lcclnrntion mndc as afo ·esaid on b · o· 0 

_ 
to be tssucd. . t > Cillo re 

quu·ed so to do by or !Jn 
behalf of the person by whom the notice was 
given, and upon one of the persons intending 
marriage making such declaration as is herein­
after required, shall is~ue under his hand a certifi­
cate of such notice having been given and of such 
dPclaration having been made: 

Provided that no lawful impediment according 
Proviso. to the law of England 

be shown to the satisfac­
tion of such Minister why such certificate should 
not issue, and the issue of sur.h certificate shall not 
have been sooner forbidden in· the manne1· herein­
after mentioned by any pe1:son authorized in that 
behalf. . 

16. When, by such declaration, it appears, or 
when it is otherwise 

In cnsc of minority ccrti- known, to such Minister 
ficntc not to issue until 
fourteen days after receipt of Religion tha~ eithe1: of 
of notice. the persons mtendmg 

marriage, not beina a 
widower or widow, is a minor, such Minister ~hall 
not grant such certificate until the expiration of 
fourteen days after the receipt by him of such 
notice of marriage. • 

17 •. Before any such certificate as aforesaid 
Declaration to be mntlc shall be issued by any such 

before issue of certificate. Minister, one of the per-
sons intending marriacre 

shall appear personally before such Minister a~d 
shall make a solemn declaration that he o'r she 
believes that there is not any impediment of kin­
dred or affinity Ol' uthet·lawful hindrance to the said 
mania~e, and,. when eithe~· or both of the parties, 
not bemg a wtdower Ol' wtdow, is or arc a minor 
or minors, that the consent ~,f th~ person or persons 
whose cousent. to such marnnge IS required by law 
has Lecn obtamed thereto, or that there is or are 
no person oa· persons resident in India lnvin 
uuthority to give such consent, as the case m~y b~ 

18. The father, if livi.u~r, of. any minor, not 
Consent of pnreut or bem~. a Widower or widow, 

gnnrdi"n neccssnry. or, 1! the. father be dead, 
. . . . the guard tan of the person 

o! such mmor, and, m case there be no such auar­
dtan, then the ~oth;r of s.uch minot·, may" give 
~onsent to the. mmor s marnage, and such consent 
1s hereby requ1red for the same marriaoe u 1 

.. tl · d . "' , ness no. pei:>~n au .1or1ze to g1vc euch consent be 
re£1dent 111 Indta. 

_j 
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19. Every person whose conse.nt to n marriage 
, . . is requirl'd under section 

lower ~o proh1b1t .by eivhteen, is hereby au tho-
notice of 1ssuc of ccrtlfi- . 0 1 · b' catc. n:t.ed to pro 11 It the o-rant 

of the certificate byb any 
Ministet·, at any time before the. i~suc of the sanw, 
by notice in writin.,. tn such M uustc·r, sub"cribcd 
by the per;;on so a"uthorized. '~·ith h~s or her name 
and place uf abode a.nd po.s1t1on, ":lth respect to 
either of the persons mtendmg marrmge, by reasoq 
of wh:ch he or she is so authorized as aforesaid. 

20. If any such notice prohibitio!! the marringe 
shall be received by such 

Proc~durc of!VIinistcr on Minister as aforesa id he 
receipt of such notice. shall not issue his ce;tifl-
cate and shall not solemnize .the sa id marriage 
until he ~hall have examined into the matter of the 
said prohibition, and shall he satisfied that the per­
son prohibiting the maiTiage has no lawful autho~ 
rity fo1· such prohibition, or until the said notice be 
withdrawn by the per~on who gave it. 

21. 'Vhen nuy Native Christian about to he 
married shall take a notice 

Procccclings before issnc 
of certificate to Native 
Christians. 

of maninl!e to a ·Mini~­
ter of Relicion, or shall 
apply for a certificate from 

such Minister under section fifteen, such :Minister 
shall, before issuing such certificate, ascertain 
whether such Native Christian is cognizant of the 
purport and efl'ect of the said n<'tice or cm·tificate, 
as the case may be, and, if not, shall translate or 
cause to be translated, such notice or certificate 
to such Native Christian into his language, or into 
some language which he understands. 

22. The certificate to be issuPd by s10eh Minis­

Form of certificate. 
ter as aforesaid shall uc in 
the form contained in the 

second schedule to this Act annexed, m· to the 
like effect. 

23. After the issue of the certificate by such 

After issue uf ccrtificntc 
marriage may he solem­
nized. 

~I inister of Relig ion, 
marriage may be solem­
ni:t.ed betwe~n the persons 
therein descrihcd accord­

in O' to such form or ceremony as the M ini:;ter shall 
thi.1k fit to adopt: Provided' that the marriage be 
solemnized in the presence of at least two witnesses. 

24. Every marriage solemnized in India from 
and after the commence­

Hours · between which ment of this Act, by any 
marriages to be solcwnizcd. 1 · d person who tas rece1v1· 
episcopal ordination, or by any Clergyman of the 
Church of Scotland, or by any Minister licensed 
Ul1der this Act to solemnize marriages, shu II be 
solemnized between the hours of six in the morning 
and seven in the evening: 

Provided that this gection shall not apply to­

(a)-a Clergyman of the Church of England 
Proviso. sulemnizinO' a marriage 

undet· a ~pecial licetise 
permittin<z him to do so at any hour other than 
between six in the morning and seven in the even­
ing, from and under the hand and seal of the 
Anglican nishop of the Diocese or his Commis­
sary: 

(b)-a Clergyman of the Church of Rome solem­
nizing a marriage between the hours of seven in the 
evening nnd six in the mornino- when he shall 
have received a general or speci~i license in that 

VI.-51 k 

hehalf from the Roman Catholic Bishop of the 
Diocese or Vicariate in which such marriuge shall 
so be solemnized, or from such person as the same 
Bishop shall have authorized to grant such license. 

25. Whenever a maniage is not solemnized 
Certificate to he void if within two months. after 

mnrringc he not solemnized the. date of the certificate 
wilhin two month•. winch shall hrove been 

issued by such Minister as 
aforesaid, such certificate and all other proceedino-s 
tl1ereou shaH be void, and no person shall proce~d 
to solemnize the said marria~c until new notice 
has beeu given nne! a certificate thereof issued in 
the manner aforesaid. 

PART Ill. 
REGIS'fRAT!ON OF M.IRRIAGBS. 

26. All mat'l'iages solemnized in India from 
and aft.er the commence-

1\'Inrringcs. with ccrtnin f 1 · 
cxccptiolls, to be rcl(ist,•red ment o t 11S Act, between 
ns herein prcse~·ihed. persons both 01' one of 

whom shall profess the 
Christian Reli~ion, except marriages solemnized 
under Parts lV. and V. of this Act, shall be regis­
tered in the manner hereinafter prescribed: Pro­
vided that no omission or defect in such registra­
tion shall invalidate any marriage not otherwise 
invalid. 

27. Every marriage solemnized hy a Cler~y­

He~ i strntion of mar- ~an of the Church .of 
riagcs solemnized by England shnll be regi&· 
Clcr,gymnn ol' the Church te1·ed by the Cler~yman 
of England. solemnizing the same in 
the n·gister of marriages of the station or district in 
which such marriage slmll be solemnized, accord­
iug to the form contained in the third schedule to 
tllis Act annexed. 
2~. Every Clergyman of the C/wrclt of Eng­

land shall scud four times 
Quarterly returns to in every yenr r t 1, s . 

Arclulcnconrv. . e U • n. m 
· duplicate, authenticated 

hy the signature of such Cleq!yman, of the entries 
in the register of marriages solemnized at or in any 
~tation or di3trict at which such Clergyman shall 
have any ~pi ritual charge, to the Registrar of the 
Archdeaconry to which he shall be subject, or 
within the limits of which such station or district 
shall be situated. 

Such quarterly returns shall contain all the 
ent• ies of marria ge~ contained in the said reaister 
from the fir$t day of .January to the thirty

0

-first 
day of March, from the first day of April 10 the 
thirtieth day of June, from the first day of July to 
the thirtieth day of September, · nnd from the first 
day of October to the thirty-first day of December, 
of each year respectivt•ly, uud shall be transmitted 
by such Clerg-ymnn within two weeks from the 
c•xpiration of <·ach of the quarters nbovc specified. 
The said Hegistra1· upon receiving the same shall 
transmit one copy to the Secretary to the Local 
GO\'(!rJlJUent. 

29. Every marriage solemnized by a Cler"y­
man of the Church b of · 

Registration nnd returns Home shall be registered 
of marriages solcmuizccl by b 1 -
Clergymen of the Church Y t IC person and ac-
of Rome. cording to the form direct-

ed in that behalf by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese or Vicariate 
in which such marriage shall be solemnized, and 
such person shall forward quarterly to tlu.• Secre• 
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lary to the Loc.al Gover~ment, rclur_ns of the 
entries of all marrmJ!eS reg•stcred by lnm during 
the three months next preceding. 

30. Every marriage solemnized by a Clergy­
man of the Church of 

Registration nnd returns Scotland shall be register­
of marriages solcmnizc•l by ed by the Clenrvma 11 Clergymen of the Church ~ J 
of Scotlnud. solemni1.ing the same in 

n register of marriages to 
be kept by him for tl;e station or district in which 
the marriage shall be ~olemniz~d in the form 
pres<;ribed in section twenty-seven for marria!!es 
~olemni1.ed by Clergymen of the Church of Eng­
land, and such Clergyman shall forward quArterly 
to the Secretary to Government, through the Senior 
Chaplain of the Church of Scotland iu the territory 
subject to the Local Go\·ernment, returns similar 
to those prescribed in section twenty-eight for 
Clerg-ymen of the Church of England, of all mar­
riages solemnized by him. 

31. Aftet· the solemnization of any marria.,.c 
, . under this t\ct by "~Y 

\\bnt .mnrnn~es to be person who has received 
cnterc1l m rcgoster book · 1 d · · 
nucl certificate prescribe<! eplsc:Jpa or tnallon, but 
in Schedule IV. who ts not a Clergyman 

-of the Church of England, 
nor of the Church of Rome, ot· by any .l\1imster 
of Heligion licensed under this Act to solemnize 
marriages, the person solemnizino- the sa111e shall 
~orthwith r~gister such marriage

0

in duplicate, that 
IS to say, tn a nmrriuo-e reO'ister book to be kept 
by him for that pnrpos~, ac~ordino- to the form 
contained in the fourth schednle to tlois Act annex­
ed, and also in a certificate attached to the mar­
rir.p;e register book as a counterl'oi\. 

32. The entry of such marriage in both the 
Such entries to be certificate and marriage 

signe<l nncl attested. r~gister · book shn If be 
. . s1gned by the person by 

whom the sa!d marrmge has been solemnized aiiCI 
also by the persons married, and shall be att~sted 
by two credibl~ witnesses who were present nt the 
solemnization of th~ marriagP, and every such 
entry shall be made m order from the bcginniug 
to the end of the book, and the number of the 
~ertificate s!lall correspond with ' that of the entry 
m the marrmge register book. 

33. The person solemnizing the ~aid marri"ge 
Such certificate to be shall forthwith separate 

furw.nrclcol to . Mnrringu the certificate from the 
llcg,.trar. cop•cd, nnol m:tnia"e register book 
tran•mittccl to Go,·ern- aud t~nsn ' t 't . 1. mont. ~~ I wot. 1111 

one month h·om the time 
•>f th.e Rnlemn.ization nf such marringe to the 
Mar~tage Hegtstmr of the district in which the 
mam.uge was ~olemnlzed, or, if there be more 
MaJT!age Re~tstrnrs than one, to the Senior 
l\'larrmge Regtstrar, who shull cause such certi­
~cate to be copied into a book to be kept by him 
~r that p~rpose, and shall transmit all the ccrti-

cates wl~tch he shnll have received durin~! the 
~odt~, ;v'th such number 11nd signature or initials 
as e llereto as are hereinafter required to the 

ecretary to the Local Government. ' · 
34• Such copies shall be entered in ordet• from 

C . f h . the beginning to the end 
op1c& o auc cerh- ftl 'd b 

licates to uc entered ancl 0 •e sat ook, and shall 
numbered. bear both the number of 

the certificate as copied 
and also a number lobe entered by the Murriag~ 
Regi~trar, indicating the number of the entry of 

the said copy in the said 1_10ok, according. to the 
order in which each ceruficate was rccetved by 
the said Marriage Registrar. 

35. The Marriage Registrar shall also add such 

Registrar to nd<l number 
of entry to ccrtificnte, nod 
senti to Government. 

last-mentioned number of 
the entry ofthe copy in 
the book to the certificate, 
wit.h his signature or ini­

tials, and ~hall, at the end of every month, tra~s­
mit the same to the Secretary to the Local Go-
vernment. 

36. The person solemnizing a!'y m~rr~age 
between Nattve ChnstJans 

Custocly nml dispnsnl of under Parts. I Ol' I I. of 
register boo~ of mn.rri:1~es this Act shall, instead of 
between Nnuvc Cfmstoans. enterinu them in the gene-

ral marriao-e reuister bnok and proceeding in the 
mnnuer c~utemplnted by sections twenty-sevt>n to 
thirty-three, both inclusive, register such marriag-es 
in a separate ren·ister book, aud shall keep safely 
the ~aid re"ister l~ook until the same shall be filled, 
or if he "shall leave the district in which he 
soiemnized the mnniage belore the said book is 
filled, shall make over the same to the person who 
shall succeed to his duties in the said district, who 
shall keep safely the same, nnd shall make therein 
the entries by this Act required to be made in 
respect of any such mart'iage solemnized by him 
within the said district. 

And the person having the control of the book 
nt the time when it shall be fill ed, shall ~end the 
same to the Marriage Registrar of the district, or, 
if there be more Marriage Registrars I han one, to 
the Senior Marriage Registrar, who shall send it 
to the Secretary to the Local Government to be 
kept by him with the records of his office. 

PART IV. 
l\'fARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED DY1 OR IN THE PRESENC E 

OF, A MARRIAGE REGISTRAR. 

37. When a marriage is intended to be soiem­
Onc of the parties to nized by, or in the pre­

intcndc<l mnrringc to give sence of, a Marriage 
notice in Schedule I. to Registrar, one of the 
the i\Inrringc llcgistrnr of parties to such marriaO'e 
the district. , shall gi~e notice in writ­
ing, in the form of the first schedule to this Act 
annexed, or to the like effect, to any lVIarria"e 
Hegistrar of the district within which the parti~s 
shall have dwelt lot' not less than five days then 
next preceding, 

or, if the parties dwell in different dietricts 
shall give the like notice to a Marriage Registra;. 
of ead1 district, and shall state therein the name 
and sumame, nnrl the profession or condition of 
~nch of the parties intending marriage, the dwell­
mg place of each of them, and the time not beino· 
less than live days, during which each has dwelt 
therein, and the chmch, chapel, or other buildino· 
in which the marriage is to be solemnized: "' 

Provided that, if either party ~hall have dwelt 
in the place stated in_ the notice during more than 
one calendar month, 1t rr.ay be etated therein that 
he ot· she hath dwelt there one month and up­
wards. 

38. The Marriage Regis.trar shall file all such 

Notice to be filed an<l n~uces, and keep them 
copy entered in the M:ar- wtth the records of his 
ringc Notice Book. office, . and shall also 

forthwith enter a true 
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copy of all such notices in a book to be for that 
purp0se furnished to him by the Government, tq 
be called the" Marriage Notice Book," and the 
Marriage Notice Book shall be open at all reason­
able times without fer, to all persons de~irous of 
inspectiug the same. 

39. The Marriaae nelJ:istrars or Registrar of 
. 

0 
all district~ in the British 

Notice how to be pub- territories in lndia shall 
lishe<l io _ordinary cnse•, respectively publish all 
anti how m tho cnsc of . . 
minors. such notices of marnage 

given in thei•· respective 
districts, by causing a copy of such notices to be 
affixed in some cnnspicuous place in their respect­
ive offices, or, where such Hea istrars nre Minis­
ters of t.he Christian Heligion '"'ordained or other­
wise set apart to the ministry of 1 he Christian 
Religion, ~uch notices shaH be affixed in some 
conspicuous place in the church o1· chapel or. r.Iace 
of wor8hip in which such Ministers respectively 
officiate. 

\Vh en one of the parties intending marriage 
(not beinJl; a widow or widower) is under tweuty­
one year• of ag-e, every Marriage Hegistrnr shull, 
within twenty-four hours after the receipt by him 
of the notice of such marriage, send, o1· cause to 
be sent, hy the post or otherwise, a copy of 
such notice to all the other Marriage Hegis­
trars (if any) in the Sallle district, who shall 
likewise affix the same in some •·onspicuous place 
in their own ollicea or chapels a3 aforesaid. 

40. The Marriage Registrar, upon being re­

Ccrtificute of notice to 
he i:;suc(l , with certain 
Cl:ccptions, on request. 

quested £0 to do by or on 
behalf of the party by 
whom the notice was 
given, and one of the 

partie~ intending marriage having made oath or 
declaration as hereinafter required, shall issue 
under his hand a certificate of such notice having 
been given and of such oath or declaration having 
been made: Provided no lawful impedimr-mt.ac­
cording to the law of England be shown to the 
satisfaction of the Marriage R egistrar why such 
certificate 5hould not issue, and the issue of such 
certificate has not been soone1· forbidden, in man­
ner hereinafter mentioned, by any person o1· persons 
hy this Act authorized in that behalf: 

Provided always that, whNe, by such oath or 
<leclaration, it appt~ars that one of the parties 
intending marriage ~not being a widow or wid_ow­
~r) is under twenty-one years of age, the M arnage 
lleaislrar shall not issue his certificate until the 
exPiration of fourteen days after the entry of such 
n~tice of marriage. 

4l. When one of the rartics intending marriage 
If minor be resident (not being a widow or 

in Presidency town, the widower) is under twenty­
llit;h Court on application one years of HJ!;e, and hoth 
may or<ler ccrtificntc in parties intending tnarri:•ge 
less than fourteen dn)•· are at the time resident in 
any of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, or I.som­
hay and are desirous of beinD" married in less than 
f'o,;t\een days after the entry of such notice _as 
aforesaid, it shall be competent for both parttes 
intending marriage to npply by petition to tht< 
High Court of such town, or any .Judge thereof, 
for an order upon the !VI arriaae Be"istrar to whom 
'the notice of marringe has been given, directing 
him to issue his certificate before the expiration of 

the Rnid fourteen days required by section forty 
of this Act. And it shall be competent to the 
said High Court, or any Judge thereof, on suffi­
cient cause being shown in its or his discretion, 
to make an order upon such Marriage Hegistrar, 
directing him to issue his certificate at any time 
to be mt•ntioned in the said order, before the ex­
pirntion of the eaid fourteen days required by 
section forty; and the said ·Marriage Hcuistrar, 
on receipt of the said order, shn\1 proceed t~ issue 
his certificat~ in accordance thet·ewith. 

42. .Any person whose consent would be re­

Issue of ecrtificnte mny 
be forbidden iu specified 
wanner. 

quired by section eighteen 
in resp~ct of a marriage 
to be solemnized unde1· 
Part I I. may enter a pro­

test against the issue of the Marriage Hegistrar's 
certificate, by writing, at any time before the issue 
of such certificate, the word "forbidden" op­
poFitc to the entry of the notice of such intended 
marriage in the Marriuge Notice Book, and by 
subscribing thereto his or her name and place of 
abode, aud his or · her character, in respect of 
either of the parties, by reason of which he 01· she 
is so authorized; nnd when such protest has been 
·entered, no certificate shall issue until the Mar­
riage H<•gistrar shall have"cxamined into the mat­
ter of the protest, and is satisfied that it OUJl;ht 
not to obstruct the issue of the certificate for the 
said marriage, or until the protest be withdrawn 
by the party who entered the same. . 

43. In all cases where a Marriage Registrar, 
acting under the provi-

If the Rc[;istrar doul>t sions of section forty-two, 
the legal authority of the shall not be satisfied that 
JlCrson forhhhling, hu may the person forbiddinao the 
refer to thu High Court, 
tho Zilln Jwlgc,or the Go- issue of the certificate is 
vcrnor Ocncrnl iu Council. authorized by IRIV so to 
. do, the said Marriage Hc-

gtstrnr shall apply by petition, where the district 
of such Begi8trur is within any of the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and llombay, to the High Court 
of ~udicature in the Presidency or place within 
which such district is comprised, or, if such district 
Le not within any of the said towns, then to the 
Judge of the zilla or district within which the same 
is comprised ; 

and the said petition shall state all the cir­
cumstances of the case, and pmy for the order and 
dirccti~n of. the Court concerning the same, and 
the sa1d H1gh Court, or any Judge thereof, or 
such Judge of the zilla or district, shall be em­
powered to exautinc into the allegations of the 
petition and the circumstances of the case, and, if, 
upon such examination, it shall appen1· thnt the 
pt'rson fi1rbiddin:;: the issue of such certificate is 
not authorized by law so to do, such High Court 
or any Judge thereof, or such J udgc of the zilla or 
district, shall declare that the person forbiddin« 
the issue of such certificate is not authorized :S 
aforesaid, and then, and in such case, such certifi­
cate shaU be is~ued, ami the lik~ proce~dings may 
be had 111 relatton to such marnage as 1f the issue 
of such certificate had not been forbidden by such 
person. 

And in all cases where a Mnrria"e lle!!istrnr 
appointed to act within the territo~ies of any 
Native Prince or State in alliance with Her 
Majesty under section eight, shall not be satisfi~d 
that the person forbidding the issue of the cert•-
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tlcate is not authorized hy law so ~o do, the said 
J\llnrringe Registrar shall trnnsm1t a statem~nt 
of all the circumstances of the c!lse, together w1th 
oil documents and papers. re.lntmg th;reto, to .th.c 
Governor General of lndm m Counc1l; and, 1f .1t 
shall app·ear to the Governor .Gc.neral or Indm. 
in Council that· the person f?rl.nddmg the 1ssue ot 
such certificate is not authonz~d ~y law s~ to do, 
th Governor General of lndm m Connell shall 
de~lare that the pa1ty forbirldin17 the !ssue of such 
certificate is not authorized as atorcsBid, an~ then, 
and in such case, such certificate shall .be ~~~u~d, 
and the like proceedings n~ay be had m re.la tiOn 
to such marriage as if the 1ssue of such certificate 
lJBd not been forbidden hy such person. 

44. Before any such certifica~e as aforesaid 
shall be 1ssued by any 

Oatl• or rlrclnrntion to be Marriage Registrar, one 
'?nde before issue of ccr- of the parties intending 
tlfirntc. mnrringeshall appear per­
sonally before such Marria.ge Registrar, and shall 
make oath (or shall make Ins or he1· solemn declara­
tion instead of an oath) that he or she believes 
that there is not any impediment of kindred or 
affinity, or other lawful hiudrBI~ce, to the s.aid mar­
ring~, and that both the part1es. to the wtend~d 
ma1·riage have, or (where the part1es have dwelt m 
the districts of clifl'erent Murrmge Registrars) that 
the party makin"' such onth or declaration hath, 
for the perirod n~ntioncd in section thirty-~evPn, 
hod th~ir, his or her usual place of abode wit.hin 
the district of such Marriage Registrar, and where 
either or each of the parties, not being a widower 
or" idow, i~ tmder the ag.e of twenty-one year~, 
that the consent of the person or persons whose 
consent to such marriage is required by law has 
been obtamed thereto, or that thr.re is no person 
re~ident in lndia having authority to give such 
cousenr, a~ the case may be: 

Provided nlwnys that, where, unde1· the forego­
incr provision, tlu.• sa ill 1'1 igh Court or J uclge there­
of; OJ' such Judge of the zilla or like district, Ol' 
snt<h other person as aforesaid, declares the mnr­
riage to be proper, it shall not be necessary to 
make oath Ol' declnre that such consent ha~ been 
obtained to such marriage. 

45. The certificate to be i~sued by the Mar-
. riage Heg-istmr under the 

Ccr~16cn~c to he ns thnt provisions <>f ~ection forty 
prcscubed m Sche<lule ll. b . tl r f I ' may e m Je wrm o t 1e 
second schedule to this Act annexed, or to the 
like effect, und the Government of each Presidency 
OJ' place shu II furnish to every M al'llinge Hegistrar 
a sullicient numbct· of fo1·ms of ceJ'tificate. 

46. When any .Native Christian about to be 
If citl•er party be n mnrried applies for Ol' ten­

Native Christian, the He- ders n notice of marriage, 
giotrar shall nsccrtniu thnt or applies for a certificute 
tho notice nnd eertificntc from a Marriage H.ee:is-
arc undoratood. ' · 

. trar, such Marriage He-
gJstrar shall ascertain whether the said Native 
~hriati11n understands. the English lan~uage, and, 
1f be does not, the sa1d Marria!!e Hegistrar shall 
translate such notice or certificate, · or· both of 
them, as the case may be, or shall cause the $atne 
to be tt'D.nslated to sut'h Native Chri$tian in the 
language of such Native Christian or the said 
Marriage Registrat· shall otherwise ascertain 
whether such Native Christian is co.rnizant of the 
purport and effect of the said noti~e and certi· 
ficate, 

47. In all cases whatsoever where a Mnniage 
Hegistrar resident in the 
tenitories of any N a­
tive Prince 01· State in 
allianre with Her Majes­
ty hns refused to issue his 
certifieale, it shall be 

If Re~istrnr in nllierl 
Nntivc Stntc refuses ccrtifi­
cntc, petition mflv he mntlc 
to Governor dcncrul in 
Council. 

lawful for either of the parties intendi ng. marriage. 
to apply by petition to the . Governor Ge11eral of 
India in· Council who shall decide thereon; such 
decision shall be' final, and the lVltirriage Registrar 
to whom the application was originally made, 
shall proceed in accordance therewith. 

48. After the issue of the certificate of the 

After issue of certificate 
mnrringc muy be solem­
nized in pt·cscncc of l\lnr· 
ri~gc H Cf!h;trnr nnd two 
Witnesses. 

lVlaiTinge Hegistrn r, ur, 
where notice is required 
to be given under this Act 
to the J\'1 arriage Hegis­
trars for different districts, 
alter the issue of the 

certificates of the lVlnrria!!e Registrars for such 
districts, man·ia c:P. may, if th~re be no lawful 
impediment to tl1e ma1:r inge of such parties, be 
solemnized betwePn aud by llw partiPs described 
in such certificate or certificates accorriing to .such 
form and ceremony as they may see fit t<> adopt; 
but every such marriage sha It he solemnized be­
tween the hours of six in the morning and seven 
in the eveninc:, in the presence of some i\1 an·inge 
Registra•· (to.whnm shall be delivered such certi­
ficate or certificates as aforesaid), and of two or 
more witnesses, and in some part of the ceremony 
each of the parties shall declare-

" I do solemnly declare that I know not of any 
lawful impediment why l, A. B., may not be 
joined in matrimony to C. D.," or shall declare to 
the like effect. 

A nrl eaclr of the parties shall say to the other­
"! call upon these persons here present to witue~s 
that I, ;J. B., do take thee, C. JJ., to be my law­
ful wedded wife [or husband]," or words to the 
like effect. 

49. ·whenever a maiTinge is not had within 
thrPe calendar months 

When .mnrringe is not after the notice shall have 
hn<l wnl~m three mouths been entered b tl l\" ._ 
nftcr nobcc, u. new not1cc . . Y 1e ., ~~ 
required. nage lleg1~trar, as reqmr-

ed by section thirty-einht, 
the notice and. the certificate which may have b":.en 
issued thereupon, and all othet· proceedinrrs there­
upon ~hall be uttel'ly void ; and no per:on shall 
proce~d to sole~mize the marriage, nor shnll any 
Marnage Heg1stmr enter the same until new 
noti~e shall have be~n given, and ~nt1·y made, nnd 
certificate thereof g1ven, at the tune and in the 
manner aforesaid. 

50. When any ~ative Christian i~ marrictl 
under the provisions of 
this Part, the party 
solemnizing the said mar­
riage sha 1! ascertain 

Nnti\'e Christians to he 
mndc to nndcrstanrl the 
dcclarntious nt 1narringc. 

whether such Native Christian understands the 
Englisl~ !anguage,, and, i~ he does not, the party 
solemmzm~ th~ ~a1d mamage shall, at the time nf 
the solemmzatJon thereof, translate, or cause to be 
translated, to such Native Christian in the lan­
guage of such ~ati':e Cl~ristiun, the declarations 
mad? .at such ?Jarnage m accordance with the 
provJsJous of tins Act. 
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51. A ftcr the ~olenmiza1 ion of any marriage 
uuder this P:.rt, the i.\lar-

~farringcs t.o he rc- riage ll e:,.!.iStrar pre~cnt nt 
gistorocl. the solemnil.alion thereof 
s hall forthwith rco-i s tcr s uch 1uaniage in duplicate, 
that is to ~ny, in °a Marriage Hegi8ter Book, ac­
cord in« to ti1e form of the ~econd schedule to thi~ 
Act an~excd, and a!"'' iu a certificate attached to the 
Marriao·e Ucgistc1· Book as a countc·d'uil ; and the 
entry oi" such marriage in hoth the certificate and 
the ~larriagc Hegist er Book shall be sigu~cl by the 
pr rsou by or before whom the marriag-e has been 
solenmi1.ed, if there be a ny ~u r.h person, and hy 
the i\'.Iarri age H q,:isl.rnr pre<cnt at ~uch man inp;c, 
wh eth c1· o t· not the nHUTi a~c is solemnized by him, 
and also by the partie~ matTi cd, a nd attes ted by 
two witncs<e,; ; and evc1·y s uc:h entry •ha ll be made 
in order from tl1e l•eg- inniug to the end o f' the book, 
and th e number of the ccr tificatr• s hall corre~poud 
with that of the entry in the Maniagc R egister 
Book. 

52. The Marriage Ucgistrnt• shall forthwith 
se j)arate the certificate 

Corl ifiontes or nuu·- f 1 i\J · 1~ 
rin:tes lO be t1·nusmittr.<l rom t. Je J ' m·•mge .• e-
perio<li<·nlly to the Sccre- gister Book and trunsmit 
tnry to Go•·o1nmcnt. it, at the end of <'Very 
· month, to th e Secretary 
to the Local Govemment; and if no marria~c has 
been rep;i s t er~d durin~r such month, the ~lnrria o·e 
Hegistr~r shall cCiti(y" such fact und er his ha1;~1, 
and ~uch certifi cate ~hall be transmitter! as afore­
sa id ; and the i'vlania::re Hc!:!i~trar shall keep saf•·ly 
the said Hr.p;ister book until it be filled, and shall 
then trans mit. the same to the Sc.cretary tn the 
Government, r11· to ~ u ch other officer as aforesaid, 
to be kept by him with the records of his office. , · 

53. The iVI arriaO'e Hegis lrars in the ten·itorics · 
Rel!i~tl·nrs · iu nl~e<l ~I' an): N a.tive Pr!nce or 

i.\'nti•·c States t·o trnnsmit State 111 allmncc w1th II er 
cerlifi<:aLos to the l'orcigu NTaj esty, shallt.ran~mi tthc 
Secretary. certificates mentioned on 
~ection fifty-two to the 8ccretary fo1· the Forei~n 
Department of. the Gov ernment of India. 

PA H'l' V. 

lVLutnrAGE OF NN!'IVE CuntsTL\l\S. ' 

54. Every mania!?.e between Native Christians 

Conditions. appl,.ing for a certi~cate , 
~hall be certified under this 

Part of thi ~ Act, if the following conditions be 
;fulfilled, and not otherwise:-· 

( 1.) The age of the man intending to be 
married shall exceed sixteen years, and the age of 
th~ woman intending to be married ohall e xceed 
thtrlcen years: 

(2.) The man and the woman shall not stand 
to each other within the prohibited degree; of con­
sanguinity or afiinity : 

(3.) Neither of the persons intenclin:r to be 
married shall have a wife or husband still living: 

( 4.) In the presence of the person so licensed, 
and of at (past two credible witne:;ses, each of the 
parties shall say to the other-

" I call upon these persons here pre>ent to 
witness that l, .d. B., in the pl'esence of Almighty 

. VI.-51 [ 

God, and in tl1c namn of om· Lord J esus Chri•t, 
do take thee, C. })., to be 111y lawful wedded wife 
["r lwshanrt]," or words to the like effect: 

(5.) f)uch declaration •hall be made betwePn 
the hours of six in the morning ami scrcn in the 
cveniu~: 

Provided 1hat no mnl'l'ia~e ~hall he cPrtified 
u11der 1his Part wl11:n either i,f 1hc partie!< intend­
in g: to he man i<-d has not comt·l~tcll hi~ or her 
ei .. ·htccnth \'Car, un!P;s s uch consent as i~ mcn­
ti ; nc·d in s~c.tion eig hteen has been g;vcn to the 
intended mal'l'iaO'<•, o o· unless the pa1·t v who has not 
cnnmletc ·d his o~· her ei,..hleeuth yea~ is proved lO 

tlo c ·~ ll ti s f:,cticlll of' the 
0

(1CI'SOil ficenscd to g:rnnt 
cenificales under set'li rm nine, to " ·"'e rm•idccl 
apart from, and tQ have been inciPpe1.1dcnt ot; t.i1c 
cc;ntrol of his or her pareuts or gnanlians. 

55. ·when, in rcsJWCt to any mnrrin~e fallin!! 

On marriage (the con­
tlit ious h,n- in!! hce-u fnl­
fi!l ccl) lice"";,[ pCI'>On to 
grnnt a ccrtiticatc thereof. 

nndm· 1hi ~ Part of thi10 
Act, the condition ~ j•rc­
~co· it,cd in the last prec~d­
in!!; ~ec ti o n shall ha ' ' C 
bc~n fulfilled, it :.hall be 

the duty of the perRon li,·en<cd as aforesaid, in 
whose prcsc·nce the ~aid declaration ~ hall ha\'e 
been made, to grant a ccrtilicale of ~uch marriage, 
on the nppiicatinn of either of the pa1·tics to s nch 
marringe, on the payment of a f"'' of four annas. 
Snch certifi ca te Fhall he si:;m·d by such licensed 
person, and Fhall be rcceivt,d in any snit louchin!! 
the \'alidit y of such marriage as cnnc\u;.ivc evidence 
of lhe same IIIUITiag;e having been pcrfcn·mcd, nml 
no evidence to the contrary shall be re~civc<\ in 
any snch suit. 

56. A rc:;-istcr book of all mniTia::!:CS of which 
certificates :ire !!l'UIItcd 

Hc;;istcr hook how to und er ,c,.lion fii't.y-live, 
be l<ept. 

~hall be kt•pt hy the pet·-
son p;rantinl!: sucl1 certificates in his ow11 veruacular 
ln11guagc. ~ · 

Such regis ter houk shall loe kept accnrdin!! lu 
snch fom1 as the Lo<·al Governnwnt or Chief Co111 · 
Ill is-inner shall from tim e to ti111c pre;.cribe, and the 
said hook <Jl' true c·xlracts thcr<•l'rom, duly authenti­
ca ted, shull be deposited r,t Sttdo places am\ at 
~uch ti111cs as the Local Government or Chief 
Commi~sioncr shall diract. 

57. E,·cry person liccns.:d um~er this ~··t tn 
. . g-rant certJfJCntes ot mar-

Scarcht·s m th¢ rcg1~tcr rincre and keepiuo- a 1\-lar­
hool< to loo nllowccl. rin~c IJegishH' I look un-
der section fifly-~ix, ; hall, at all reasrmablc Lime~, 
;.llow search to be made in &ll!:h houk, and shall 
given copy, ce1·tilic·d under lois hand, of any <·ntr~ 
or entries in the• Sll•11e on the payment of tile 
freR pretic rilwd by the Local Government under 
section seventy-Ill-c. 

58. This Jlart of this Act shall not apply t,, 
mania!!~sbctw<•cu Homan 

Part V. nut to npply to Catholic~. But nothiu!! 
Romnu Catholics. " ., 

h~rein contained shall be• 
con10trued to invalidate any marria«e contracted 
between Homan Catholics under th~ provi>ion~< (• f 
Part V. of Act No. XXV. ofHia.J,prcviuus to the 
repeal of that Al't • 
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PART VI. 

PENALTIES. 

59. Whoever intentionally makes any false onth 
Punishment for · false or declara tio~1, or sig1~s 

onth, tlcclumtion, notice or any false notice or cert~­
certificnte f01· J>rocuring fieate required by tins 
mnrringe. Act, for the purpose of 
procurhw: any marriage, shall be guilty of the 
offence described in section one hundred and 
nin~ty-three of the lndian Penal Code, and, on 
conviction, shall t.e liable to the punishment pre­
scribed in that section. 

60. Whoeter forbids the issue by a Marriage 

Pnnishmo:nt for forbid­
ding tho issue by n l\fnrriage 
llcgistror of n ccrtificntc by 
fnlsc represcntntion. 

R(•gistrn1· of a certificate 
by fitlsely representiug 
himself or her,;elf to be a 
person whose consent to 
the marriage is required 

Ly law, kn?wing. such l:•·presrntati.on l.o be fa~>e, 
~hall be oru1lty ol the oflence desc•1bed m ~ec1 1on 
two hnnda·ed and five of the Indian Penal Cllde, 
and shall, on conviction, be liable to the punish­
ment prescribed in that section. 

61. Whoe\"er, not being authori~ed under this 
Act to solenmize a mar-

Punishment for solem- ria·<e, in the absence of a 
nizing u

1 
~nt·riage without Ma'rrioge Registrar ol the 

tlue out tOrtty. di~trict in which ~nch 
marriage is solemni~t·d, knowingly aud wilfully, 
solemnizes a maniag•• between persons nne or hoth 
of whom profess the Christian religion, shall he 
punished with imprisonment which mny extend to 
ten v~n•·s, and slmll also be liablr• to fine; or, in 
Jieu of Q Sentence uf impri;;onment for •eH!Il yo·llrS 
or upwards, to lrnn~portation fur a term of not less 
thnn seven years, and not ext"ccding- ten years. 

or, if the offender be 11n European or American, 
to penal servitude nccording to the provisions of 
Act No. XX IV. of 1H55 (to .~ubstitutc 7"'11al SPI"I;i ­

tudefor tlu pu11isltment of trauspo1·tatio'' iu 1·espect 
of Eur,.pnm aml .-1 mericau crm•·ids, a111l tn a111eud 
lite l•m relati119 to the removal of such r·ot1victs). 

62. \Vhoeve1· knowingly and wilfully solem­
Puuishmcnt for solrm- mzes a maniuge between 

nizing n morrin,:c except persons one or both of 
ht•twt•cn6 A.M. nm17 I'.M., whom shall he a pc·rson 
or without mhte>Oc•, 01" person" prufe~s in:: the 

<.:hristiun r!.'liu·ion at any 
time other than betwefu tJ.e hours o""r six in 1 he 
mnruin!! and seveu in the evening, or in thP. ab­
st•nct• of at len~t twu cr~dible witnes~ e~. shall be 
punished with impr·isonment of either description 
M defined in the ludian Penal Code for a tP•m 
whil"lt may extend to tl•rce year•, and ~hall also 
be liable to fine. . 

The provisions of this Fection shall nnt apply 

1 · 1. ..1 to marriages solemnized 
lUt mni'P trau c to mar- nd . . I 

1
. 

riogra •olemnizetl nuder u et ~ pec1u ICC~ses 
special license.. gran red by the A nghcan 

llishop of the Diocese or 
by hi$ Commissary, nur to. man·in?;~S perfonued 
berween the hours of seven m the rw~ning and six 
in the moming by a Clen,tyman of the Church of 
UomP, when he shall have received the general or 
special license in that behalf mentioned in section 
twenty-four. 

63 . . Any Minisle1· of Reli!;l:ion lice~1sed to so­
Punishment for solem- ]emmze marna!!es under 

· this Act, who, within four-nizin~ n mnrringc witl~m 
rcrtnin time after not1cc teen days aftPr the receipt 
wl.•en either l'nrty is n by him of notic_e of such 
n1mor. 111 arriage, knowmgly and 
wilfully ~olemnizes a marriage u1~d(• r Part II. _w hen 
nne of the parties to such marnage, not bea_ng a 
widower or widow, is a mino•·, shall be pun•shed. 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, and shall also be Imble to fine. \ 

64. Whoever, being a lVIarrial!e Hegislrar under 
· this i\cl, knowingly and 

P!mishmcnt for i ss.u~n~ wilfully issues anv ccrti· 
ccrtl~catcs o~ solcnnuzm.g ficnte fol' lllarriaae, or 
mnrrwges Without pnhh· I .. .lo n . : (1' 

cation of notice. &c. so enuuzcs an~ r_11a11 tnl"!e-

witboot pubhsh1ng or 
affixing in some conspicuoo~ place the uotice of 
such marriage as directed by this t\ct; 

o1·, afte1· the expiration of two months after a 
certificate in respect of~ maniage shall have been 
i~sued by him, solemnizes such ma1Ti"g~ ; 

or, without an order of a cnmpetent Court 
authorizing him to do so, solemnizes any marriage 
when one of 1he persons intending marriage (not 
bein!.: a widow or wid ower) is a minor, before the 
expii·atinn of fomte•·n days after the receipt of sucli. 
notice, m· without sending, or causing to be sent, 
by the post o1· otherwise, a copy of such notice of 
maninge tn the Senior Marriag-e Hegistrar of the 
district (if there be more Man iage l{egi,trars of 
the dista·ict than one), and, if he himself be w1t the 
Senior Marriage L:egistra1·, or issues any certifi,·ate, 
the issue of which shall have been prohibited as 

. in thi• Act provided by any person nutho1·ized to 
. v..ro h~bit the iss_ne thereof, sl~all be puni~hed with 

·.,unp• 1sonmen t lor a term winch may ex tend to five 
year~, and shall also be liable to t-ine . . 

65. Any Marriage Tiegislmr knowingly and 
wilfully issuintr any certifi­
cate lor marria!!c aft!.' I" the 
expiration or three en len­
rial· months after the notice 
shall ha'"e bl'en entered 
by h!m as ufo1·esaid, o•· 
knowmgly and wil­
fully issuin~, without 

Penalty for i s~uing certi­
ficate more than th1·ce 
months. Ol', in case ofmiuor, 
within fourteen dnvs nfter 
notice entered, '~r nt nil 
in cnse of nuthorizctl 
foruitlual. 

the order of a col.npet!'nt. Cnmt aut!.wrizing hi 111 

so to do, an): ce!·nfica~e lo1· marriage, when· one 
of the part1es 1ntend1nu· marriao·e (not h~in .,. •t 

widowe•: or widow) . is ~~uler. tw,~·lty-one year~ l;f 
age, belnre the ex p1rut1on ol fourteen days after 
~he en~1·y ~f such . nntice, or uny ce1·tifict1te the 
1ssue of wh1ch ~hall have bef n li~rbi<td en as a f~ 1 re ­
said b~ any per~on authorized to forbid the issue 
th:rcol, ~hall be _dcenwd to have committed an 
alienee _under s<·ct1on one huud1·cd and sixtv-six of 
the ludmn Penal Code. " 

66. 'Vl10ever, being a person authurized under 
the provisions of thi» Act Punishment for l'ersons 

nuthorizeol undc•· this Act, to solemnize n marria.,.e 
d b . "'' but not being Clergymen au nnt emg a Clergy-

of the Churches of Eng- man of the Church of 
lnnol, Scotlnml or Rome, England solenmizino- a 
solemnizing mnrringcs · """' 
wtthout pnulicotion of ma~nuge after due pttbli-
noticcs,_ &c. cat1.on of bann~ or under 

. . . a ht·ense from the An-
ghcnn. B1~~op of the D1oce~e or a surrogate d 

1 uuthonzed m that behalf, u Y 
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or not beinO' a ClerO'yman of the Church of 
Scotland, sole~nizing a "marriage according to the 
rules, rites, ceremonies, and customs of th,at Church, 

ot·, not being a Clergyman ofth~ Church of R~me, 
solemnizina a marriage accordmg to the ntes, 
rules, cere~onies, and customs of that Church, 

knowingly and wil~ully issues nny · c~rtificale 
for marriage under thts Art, or solemmzes a?y 
marriacre between such persons as aforesntd, 
without publishiow , or causing to be affixed, the 
notice of such m~rriaO'e as directed in Part I I. 
of this Act, or after th~ expiration of tl~o months 
after the .certificate shall have been tssued by 
him: 

or ?mowingly and wilfully i~sues any Ct>t:tifi­
cate for marriaae, ot· solemmzes a marnage 
between such pe~·sons when one of the persons 

' · intendincr marriaae, not being a widower or widow, 
is a min~r, befot~ the expiration o( fourt~en days 
aftet· the receipt of noti.:e of such marnagt-, or 
without sendin iY, or causing to be sent, by the post 
or otherwise, a "copy of such notice to the Marriage 
Registrar, or, if ther~ be more.Marriag~ Registrars 
than one, to the Semor iVIarnag.e Regostrar of the 
district; 

or knowincrly and wilfully issues any certificate 
the i~sue of '~hi c h shall have been forbidd en under 
this Act by any person authorized to fo~·bid the 
issue; 

or knowingly and wilfully so l~mni1.es auy 
marriacre which shall have been forbtdden by any 
person" authorized to forbid the same, shall .he 
pnnislied with imprisonment for a term '~Inch .,, 
mav extend to four years, and shall also be liable · .;­
to fine. 

Gi. \Vhoever, not being licensed to grant a 
certifica te of marriage un-

Punishment foo· unli- der Part V. of this Act, 
censcol pcr•on pretending <>Tn nts such certificate in­
t? go·nnt rcrtificntc of mnr- tcnditw thereby to make 
nn"e under Pnrt V. . "' 1 1 · (' 0 

It UJ'j}ear t l:Ot 1e IS SO I• 

censed, shall he punished with imprisonm~nt for a 
term which m:oy PXtend to five years, and shall 
;ol;o be liable to fin e. 

68. ·whoever wilfully destroys or injurrs, or 

Punishment for de­
stroying or falsifying rc· 
gistcr books. 

caus~s to be destroyed or 
injureu, any such rcgisteo· 
book or the counte1 foil 
certificatrs thereof, or :my 

part thereof, or any sul'h authenticated extract 
therefrom us aforesaid, 

or falsely m!lkes or counterfeits any part of su('h 
register bouk or countedoil certiticates, 

or wilfully insert~, or causes to be i'lsrrted, any 
false entry in any such regos ter book or counterfutl 
certificate or authcnticateu extract, shall Le 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to seven year;, and ~hall also be liable 
to fine, 

Perio<l within which 
prosccuti~n mny be com­
menced. 

69. A II pro~ecutions 
under this Act shall be 
conomenced within the 
space of two years aftel' 
the offence commitled. 

PART VU. 

MISCELLANEOUS· 

70. 'Whenever any marriarre hail been solem­
nized 

0

in accordance with 
Proof of :mnrringc in the provisions of this Act, 

·~~ordonce Wlth the pr<?- it shall uot be necessary 
' 'ISlons of Pnrt l. of tlus . t f 1 
Act. · m suppor o sue 1 mar-

ria ere to give any proof in 
respect of the dwelling of the persons married, or 
of the consent of any person wltose consent l<? such 
marriage is required by .l~w, or of the notice. of 
m"rriage, or of the certtlicate, or the translatton 
thereof (espectively, or in respect of the hour~ be­
tween which the snme may have been solemmzed, 
nor shall any evidence be ,.riven to prove the con­
trary in any suit touching the validity of such 
tunrl'iage. 

71. Every person char&'ed .with the duty of 
. regtstenng any marrmge, 

Correctoous of errors. who shall discover any 
error to have been committed in the form or sub­
stance of any such entry, may, within one month 
next a lte'r the uiscovery of such er~or, in the. pr~­
sence of the persons married, or, 111 case ol then· 
death or absence, in the presence of two other 
credible witnesses, who shallrespeetively allest the 
same, correct the erroneous entry according to the 
truth of the case, by entry in the margin with?ut 
anv altero.tion of the oria inal entry, and shall stgn 
the maro-inal entry, and"' add thereunto the day of 
the month and year when such correcti011. shall be 
made, and such per~on shall ~ake the ltke. mar­
l!innl entry, attested in the hkc manner, m tlu: 
certificate thereof. 

And, in case ~uch certificate shall have been 
alrendy transmitted to the Secretary to the Local 
Govemment, such person shall make, and transmit 
in like manner a separate certificate of the original 
erroneous entry, and of the marginal correction 
there in made. 

72. Every person solemnizi•ig a marriage under 
. this Act, and hereby ri'-

Scnrol~cs may he. mn<lc quirP.d to register the 
~~~~~~~opocs of ccrtlficntcs s~mc, an? every ,Mar­
g rmge Hegostrar or :-iecre­
t:ory to a Local Govl'mment having the .:ustody for 
the time heiug of any n•gister of marriu~es, or of 
any certili.cate or copie~ of certific;ote under this 
Act, shall, at all r~asonablc times, allow searches to 
be made of any marriage reg iste1· book, or of any 
certificnt~, or duplicate, or copies of certific;ote, in 
his custody, and shall give a copy under his hand 
of any entry or entries in the same, on the payment 
of the fees prescribed by the Local Government 
under section seventy-five. 

73. Every certified copy purporting to be 
signed by the person 

Ccrtific<l copy of entry entrusted under this Act 
in mnrringc register, &c., I 
to be cvitlcucc ,,f ounrringc wit I _the .cus.tody of any 
without further Jlroof. marna~c regtsler, or ccr-
. . tili.cate, or duplicate cer· 
tt~catt>, r~C)Utred to be kept or delivered under 
tins Act, of any entry of a marriage in sudt regis­
ter, or of any ~uch ct>rtificnte or duplicate certifi­
catr, shall be received as evidence of the mnrriuge 
purporting to be so entered, or of the fuels pur­
porting to be so certified therein, without tio~ther 
proof of such register or certificate, or duphcate 
copy, or of nny entry therein respectivel,v, or of 
such copy. 
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'i4 . The Secretary to tl1e Local Govemment 
shall, nt the end of e~ cry 
quarter in each yeaa·, se~ 
lcct from the certifica tes 
of marriages forwarded to 
him during snch quarter, 

Trnnsmi•sion of ccrtifi­
cntes or crrtniu mnrringes 
to Secretory of State for 
India. 

the rertifi cat~g of the marriages of wl,ich the 
Governor Gcn~ral of India in Council may desire 
that evidence shall be t ransmitted to England, and 
forward the same certificates signed by h im to 
the Secretary of Stale for India, for the pmpose 
of beinrr delivered to the Registrar General of 
Births, Deaths, and .Marriages. 

i5. Tlw ),ocal Government sha ll determine 

l'ecs. 
what fees shall be cha rge· 
ahle undea· this Act foa· 

the receipt and pu blication of notices of marriages, 
the issue of certificates of marriage and the 

registration of marriages by Marriage Hegistrars, 

and for t he entry of protest~ with, or prohibi­
tions of, the issue of marriage certificates by the 
said Hegistrars, 

for search ing register books, or certificates, or 
duplicates, or copies thereof, 

and foi· the is~uc of copies o ~ entries in the same 
under sections fi fty-seven and seventy-l\yo, 

and may from tia;Je to time vary or remit such 
fees either ~.:enemlly or in special cases as to it 
may seem fit . 

76. The Local Government may mak e rnles in 
Power to mnkc mlcs. regard to the d isposa l of 

. the fees mentioned in sec-
tion seventy-five, the supp ly of n•gi•ter books, and 
the preparation and submi;;s ion of returns of 
marriages solemnized und er this Act. 

SCH E DULE I . 

NoTICE oF lVlAnniAGE. 

To a i\'l inis!er [of J 

i het·eby give you notice that a marriage is intended to be had, within three calendar months from 

llte dale hereof, between me and the other party herein named and described (that is to say) :-

Names. 

""' .-::z 

~ 
~ ::: 
~ 

Conclition. 

..: .. s 
~ 
1£ 

Rnnk or 
profession. 

~ 
"' e. 

'($ 

Age. 

~ 

~ 

~ 
'& 

' • :. 

Dwclling­
plncc. 

~ 
c;j 
"' ,. 
t3 
<o" 

Lcngl:h of 
rcsidcucc . 

.,; 
;::-, 
{j 
C':l 
C'l 

----------------------------
.... ... 

~ 

~ § 
"., !:: 

"" "' ·~ ~ 
..: :e ':S 

"' ~ "' ·li ... 
o " "' ~ C'l ~ 

Witness my hand, this day of ' 

(Signed) 

I 
Chmch, chnpc. or District in which 
place of ll'fll·ship the ol her pnrly 

in \\'hich the rcsicl cs, wh rn til e 
mnrriagc is t.o lm pnrtics thH·II in 

"olcmn izcd. clil fc rcnt cl ist.ricts. 

~ 
~ 
0 
""' 1: 
"' ""' \..) 

""' :::: 

~ 
8 

(J';, 

"c-
~ 
"' ""' \..) 

~ 
~ 

scvPnty-one 

J.i!11ES SZI11TH. 

[The Italics in tlais schP.dule nrc to he filled up as the case mnv he d tJ bl k ~ · · · 
when one of the pnrtieslives in another district.) • ' on ae nu 1\'asaon tbcrcof is only to be filled up 

/ I 
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SCHEDULE If. 

REGI STRAR's C E RTIFICATE. 

I, 

do hereby certify_ tim~, on the day of . , ~oticc was duly. en_tcrcd in _my Marriage Notice 
Book of the marna.,.e mtendcd between the parti es therem named and descnbed, delivered under the hand 
of ~ one of the parties (that is to say) :-

. , . . . 

Nmnes. 

""' ."';j 
;;: 

tl) 

~ 
;:; 
<::1 ....., 

Condi tion. 

~ 
'-> 

~ 
~ -

n nnk or 
P rofession. 

~ 
.:::: 
"' .., 
~ 
0 

Age. 

..; 
~ -~ 
& 

Dwelling­
plncc . 

~ 

"' ~ 
~ 
"' "' t5 
~~ 

Length of 
residence. 

..; 
;:,.. 
<::1 

'""l 
C':> 
C'l 

------- - - - ·--- - ·--- -J----- ----

.... "S 
"' ~ ~ 

V) ::: 
·., <:: 

·f ;:! 

"' ~ 
"' , 

c:z:: <;; 
0~ ...... 

""' C'l 

Church, ehnpel, or 
plncc of worship 

in which the 
mnrringc is 

to be solemnized . 

District in which 
the other pnrt1· 

resides, when tile 
pnrties dwell in 

different districts. 

and that the declaration required by section 
duly mad e by the said (Jamr.s S mit!t). 

of "The Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1871," has been 

Date of notice entered 
Date of certificate given 

Witness my hand, this 

} 
The issue of this ccrtificutc has not been prohibi ted by any 

persop authorized to forbid the issue thereof. 

day of SCVCill!J·OIIC . 

(.Signed) 

This certificate will be void unless the ma rriage is solemnized on or berore the day of 
' 

[The Italics in the schedule are to be filled up as th.c case may be, and the blank division thereof 
is only to be fi lled up when one of the parties lives in ano ther district.] 

vr.-5 1 m 



The Archdeaconry of 

]75 ss 

SCHEDULE III. 

FonM OP R EGISTJ.m oF MAnnrAGEs. 

Qua1·ter?y Retw·us 

of 

MAHHTAGE~ 

for 

(Calcul/a. 
, ·-< Jllad1·as. 

LBombay. 

' ) 

' 

(Calcutta,! 
I, , llcgislrar of the Archdeaconry of -< Jl:ladms, r- do hereby certify 

LBomba.lJ,) 
lhnt lhc annexed arc correct copies of the Original and \)ffi cial Quarterly Br tums of Marriages 

(Calcutta,! 
within the Archdeaconry of -< .lliadras, >- as made and transmitted to me for the quarter commencing;. 

· LBombay,) 

t.hc duy of ending the day of in the year of 
our Lord 

(A llalwbad, 
MARRIAGES I ·. d t j BmTacltl•orc, . . so emmze a i Bareilly, 

[ Signatm·e of llryislm r,] 

( Calcutta . 
. Registrar of the Archdeaconry of-< Jlladras. 

l Bombay. 
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SCHEDULE IV. 

i\ IAn mAGE R.EorsTER BooK . 

I N':D IES OF PAR'l'I ES. 

Residence nt the time 
Condition. 

H:mk or 
WHB N ;'\L\RUIF.D. 

I I 
Age. profcs5ion. of marri:igc. 

Christ inn. I Surnmu c. 

I 

I I ! I 
I 

i I I 
I I I 

Dav. iiVJonth. Year. . I 
I 

I 
~- .. I --- --- - - - I I 

J ames •• .. •.. . l lflldtc ........ 

I 

I 26 YM1'S ... . .. Widower .... Crtrpentcr •••. Agra • . • .. . •. • . . . 
I 

I 
I 

lillortlta •.•. • . 
I 

I D uncan .. ..•. 17 years • . ..• . Spinster • • • • • · ...... Ag1·a .... ..... . . . I 

! 

I 
. 

I I 
I 

I I 
I 

I I 
I I i I 

i\ l:miecl in the 

~
James W!lite, 

. . ·. eel brtwecn us Tin~ marnagc wa~ solemnrz J11artha Drmcan, 

l J J o/111 Smith, 
} in the presence of us·, 
J { Jo!t.n Green. ~ 

"'" 

l"nth!!r's nmnc nud 
surname. 

William JV!tite.' 

John Dwzcnn. 

-'-l c.,-, 
.... ..... 



SCHEDULE IV.-continuttl. 

CERTIFICATE Ol' MARRIAGE. 

I 
I NAMES OF PARTIES. 

Rnnk or Rcsiuencc nt the time Age. Condition. Nnmoer. WJJES M.\RRIED. 

I 
profl.!ssion. of marri:~gc. 

Christian. Snrnnmc. 
-

I I 

I 
Day. !Month Yea1·. 

I I 

I - - ---~--

I 
·;·_,: . . 

I 
:26 !JNI!"S •••••• Widorcr1· •• •• ,. Ca1·penter •• •. Ag1·a •••••••• • ••. ] Jame.< •..... •. White •••.•.•. 

Jliartha •.•••• Duncl!n •••••. 17 years ...... Spiuslrcr •.•••. ...... Agm . .. ········· 

l I 
i I 

--- -- - - --

l\Iarried in the 

f James White, } { John Smith, } 
.This nmrriage was solemnized between us) in the presence of us 

t ,)/(11"/ha Duncmz, · . John Green. · 

.. .,_ 

futhcr's unmc nn<l 
surunme. 

William TV/lite. 

Joltn Duncan. 

...... 
~ 
:::: 
:.::: 
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SCHEDULE V. 

ENACTMENTS ltEPEALilD. 

NumlJor nml ,!o'C3r. Title. Estcnt of llcl'cnt. 

.- Statute 58, Geo. 3, cap 81 . . . . An Act to remove doubts ns to the validity of 'l'be whole. 
certain mnrringes hntl nnd solemnized within 
the British territories in India. 

Statute 14 & 15, Vic., cRp <10.. An Act for Marriages ir. India .. The whole. 

Act V. ofl852 .... . ....... An Act for gi1·ing effect to the provisions of an The whole. 

Act V. of 1865 

Act of l'nrliamcnt passed in the J.'ith year of 
the reign of Her present Majesty intituled 
"An Act for ?IIarriRges in India." 

The Indian l\Inrringe Act, 1865 • .. 'l'hc whole. 

Act XXII. of !866.. . . . . .. . . An Act to extend the Indian Marriage Act, The whole. 
I 8ft!'>, to the Hydcrnhnd Assigned Di s tricl·.~ 
and the cantonments of Sccumlcrnlmd, Tri­
mungcrry and Aurungnbnd. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND llE.ASONS. 

THE law relating to the solemnization in India of marri :•ges of persons proft•ssing the Christian reli­
gion is at present distributed over two English Acts of Parliament and three Acts of the lm\ian Legis­
lature. 

The object of this Bill is t'l reduce into a smaller compass and simplify the existing law on this subject 
by the consolidation of the different enactments referred to, and at the same time to amend the law in those 
matters in which it has been shown to be defecti vc: 

·' 
Foa· example, by Act V. of I 865 it is provid&if that marriages between Native Christians slanll be 

valid where the ages of the contractin~ parties are not less than sixteen and thirtee11 years, respectively, 
and where they do not stand in relatiou to each other within the· prohibited degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity. 

it has been very forcibly represented by the President and several Members of the Bengal Christian· 
Association that this provision of the law work s injuriously by fi·l•eing the children of Native Christian 
parents from the control which all other parents can legally exercise ove•· their sons and daughters ere 
the latter have attained their majority. 

The Bill requires the consent of the parents or guardians of Native Christians to a marriage between 
them, where the age of either of the parties ubout to contract such marriage is less than eighteen years, 
excP.pt in ca~es in which the minors have been altog·cthcr separated fi·oan their parents or natural guardians, 
and by reason of such separation arc not properly subject to their control. 

There is also some ambiguity in regard to the pruvisions of the law re~pectin!! the submission of 
returnR, and the disposal of the records of the registration of marriages solemnized between Native 
Christians. 

The Billlaya down distinctlv how such marriages nrc to be recorded in all cases, and provides for the 
disposiJ,l of the record. It also ~ubstitutes for the fixed rates of fees in respect of marriages solemnized by 
or before Marriage Registrars, a power to the Local ?o~·emment t.o r~g-ula~e ~u?h fees. and t_heir ~emissi~n; 
and, lastly, extends the Marrino·e Law to all places watlun the terratones of Native Prmces m alhance with 
Her Majesty, in respect of ma~·iages between British subjects professing the Christian religion. 

Simla, The 2nd October 1871. 

v1.-Gl n 

(Signed) 'F. R. CocKERELL. 

H. S. CuNNINGIIAlii, 

on;ciatin!J Sccrc/ar!J lo the Council of the Guvt!TIIOT Gcltcral 
ful' lli(dting Luw3 and Rcgulutio11s. 
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