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l!Jnmhrrl! @unrrnmrltt <IBaititr. 
!!) u b l i s It d b u ~ u t lt o r i t u. 

THURSDAY, 2No NOVEMBER 1871. 

[@" Separate paging is given to this Part, i11 order tllat it ma!J be filed as a separate compilation. 

PART VI. 

BIll S 0 F THE C. 0 VERN M· Et~ T 0 F \ N D \A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following- Bill was inlrod ucecl into the 

Counci l of lhe Govcrno1· General of India for the 
purpose of mnki11g Laws and Hcgulations on the 
19th October l Si I :-

Bill No. 24 of 1871. 

THE INDIAN CHlUSTIAN MAR­
RIAGE BILL, 1871. 

AlUtANGEM,EN'f OF SEl!'l'lOl'!'S. 

l 1Rl·: A M llt.t:. 

PnEJ.I~liNARY. 

SECTION. 

I. Short title. 
l:xtcnt and commencement of Act. 

~. Enactments repealed. 
3 . Interpretation clnnsc. 

PART I. 
'fHil I'ERSOK~ IIY WHO~l MAillt~AGt: ~lAY llll 

SOLEMNIZED. 

•L Mnrria~c between Christians to be solemnized 
ncco~ding to Act: 

:.. Marriages by whom to be solemnized. 
fi. Licenses to solemnize marriage by whom to uc 

grnntcd. 
' . Appointment of Marriage Registrars. 

Power to appoint Senior i\larriage ltcgistrnr. 
The Magistrate to be Narriagc Regi$trnr on 

temporary vncnncy. 
n.-47 

SECTION. 

s. i\fnrl'ingc R~gistrnrs in allied Nntivo States ho•.­
to he appointed. 

9. Licensing of pci'Sons to !:rant certificates of mot·· 
riagc bet\\'cen Nath•c Christians. 

l'Alt'l' ll. 

i\'[A tu\1,\GES SOLt:MNIZED IIY MINISTilRS OY lt&l,IGIOS 

LICt:NSI·: D UN DEll 'rUE ACT· 

10. Notice of intended marriage. 
l'roviso. 

II. l'nblicntion of such notice. 
I :t. Notice of intended mnrringe in private dwelling. 
13. Notice when one of th(• persons is a minor. 
1-1. Publicntion of' such notice. 
15. Certificate of notice gi•·eu nnd declaration made, 

to Le issued. 
Pro•·iso. 

16. In case of minorit>·, certificate not to issue until 
fourt(•cn dnvs ni'tcr receipt of notice. 

I i. Declaration to he made before i~suc 'of certi-
ficate. 

18. Consent of parent or gunrdian necessary. 
I !1. Power to prohibit by notice ofissuc of certificate. 
20. l'roccdurc of Minister on receipt of such notic~. 
21. l'roe~edings before issue of certificate to Nntire 

Christians. 
22. Form of certificate. 
23. After issue of certiftcatc, mnrria"c mnv be solew· 

nized. " • 
24. Hours between which marrin"'c to be solemniu·d. 

l'ro•·iso. 
0 

25. Certificate to be •·oid if marrin"cS be not solem· 
nized within two' montbs. 

0 



PART Ill. 
REGISTRATION OF l\{ARRIAG£5, 

SECTION. 
26. l\farriages, with certain cxccptiolfS, to be register­

ed as herein prescribed. 
2i, Registration of marriages solemnized by Clergy­

men of the Church of England. 
28. Quarterly returns to ;).rchdeaconry. 
29•. Registration and returns of marriages solcm-

. nized by Clergymen of the Churcl1 of Rome. 
30. Registration and returns of marriages solemnized 

by Clergymen of the Church of Scotlnnd. 
31. What marriages to be entered in register book 

. prescribed in Schedule IV. 
32. Such entries to be signed and attested. 
33. Such certificate to be forwarded to Marriage 

Rrgistmr, copied, and transmitted to <:)oYern­
mcnt. 

:34. Copies of such certificates to be entered and 
numbered. 

35. Registrar to add number of entry to certificate, 
and send to Government. 

36. Custody and disposal of register book of mar­
riages between Native Christians. 

PAl\'1' IV. 

MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY, OR IN THE l'Rt:SENCE 
OF, A MARRIAGE REGISTRAR· 

3i. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

46. 

50. 

5). 
L2. 

53. 

One of the parties to intended marriage to gh·c 
notice in Schedule I. to the .Marriage lle­
gistrar of the District. 

Notice to be filed, and copy entered in the Mar­
riage Notice Book. 

Notice how to be published in ordinary cases, 
and how in the case of minors. 

Certificate of not1ce to be issued with certain 
exceptions on rrqucst. 

If minor be resident in Pr<•sidency town, tlw 
High Court on 11pplicntion mny order certi­
ficate in less than fourteen dnrs. 

Issue uf ccrrificnte may be forbidden in speci-
fied manner. . 

If the Itcgistrnr doubt the legal authoritv of 
the person forbidding, he may refer to the 
High Court, the Zillah Judge, or the Go­
' 'ernor Geuernl in Council. 

Oath or declaration to be mnde before issue of 
certificate. 

Certificate to be ns thnt prescribed in Schedule 
II. 

If either party be n Nnth·e Christian, the Regis­
trar shnll nscertnin tl1nt the notice and' 
certificate nrc understood. 

If 1\tgistrnr in nn allied Native State refuses 
ec~tificatc, petition may lie to Governor Ge· 
ncrnl in Council. 

After issue of certificate, marriage may bo solem­
nized in the presence of Mnrriagc Registrar 
and two "itnesscs. 

Wl1cn marriage is not hnd within three months 
nfter notice, n new notice required. . 

NAtive Christians to be mode to understand the 
declarations at mnrria~c. 

MnrriagcR to be registered. 
Certificates of mnrriages to be transmitted 

Jleriodically to the Secl'ctnry to Government. 
Registrars in nllicd NrLih·e ~t•tes to transmit 

certificates to the Foreign Secretary. 

PART V. 

MARRIAGE OF NATIVE CHRISTIANS. 

54. Conditions. 
55, ·On marriage (the conditions having been fulfilled) 

licensed person to grant n certificate thereof. 

1'60 

SECTION. 
56. Rtgistcr book how to be kept. 
5i· Searches in the register book to be allowed. 
58. Part V. not to apply to Roman Catholics. 

PART VI. 

PENALTIES. 

59. Punishment for false oath, declaration, notice, or 
certificate for procuring marriage. 

60. Punishment for forbiding the issue by ~ 1\1 arr­
ringc Registrar of n certificate by fnl se repre­
sentation. 

G (. Punishment for solemnizing n m~rringc without 
due nuthority. 

G2. Punishment for solemnizing n marriage except 
between 6 A.M. ltnd 7 I' . M ., or without 
witnesses i 

but innpplicnblc to mnrringcs solemnized under 
specinl licenses. _ 

63. Punishment for solemnizing a mnrringe within 
· certnin time after notice when eit her pnrty 
is a minor. 

64 . Punishment for issuing certificates, or solemniz­
ing marriages without publication of notice, 
&c. 

Ci 5. Penalty for issuing certificate more than three 
months, or in case of minor, within fourteen 
days after notice entered, or at nil in cnse of 
authorized forbiddnl. 

66. Punishment for persons authorized under this 
Act, bnt not being Clergymen of the Church.es 
of England, Scotland, or Horne, solemmz­
ing marriages without publication of notices, 
&c. 

67. Punishment for unlicensed person pretcniling to 
grnnt certificate of marriage under Part V. 

GR. Punishment for destroying or fnlsifying register 
books. 

' 69. Period within wbich prosecution may he com­
menced. 

PART VII. 

:M tSCF.LL,\NEOUS. 

70. Proof of mnrringe in necorclance with the pro­
. visions of Pnrt I. of this Act. 

i L. Corrections of errors. 
72. Searches mny be mnde, and copies of certificates 

gi>en. 
i3. Certified copy of entry in mnrringe register, &c., 

to be evidence of marriage without further 
proof. . 

ill. 'l'rnusmission of certificates of certain marriages 
to Secretary of State for India. 

75. Fees. 
7 (j, Power to mn ke rules. · 

Sc1n:DULJ·: I.-Notice of M:nrriage. 
ScHimULI~ II.-Registrnr's Certificate. 
ScnEnuu: IlL-Form of Register of Mar-

riages. 
ScnEDULE IV.-!Ifarringc Register 'Book. 

Certificate of M arringe. 
ScnEDULE V.-Ennctmeots repealed. 

A Bill to consolidate and amend tlte law relating to 
the solemnization i11 India of marriages of persons 
professiug the Chrittiun Religion. 

Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and 
Preamble. amend the law relatinO' to 

the solemnization in I;dia 

., 
I 



of marriages of persons professing the Christian 
religion; it is enacted as follows :-

PnELnUNARY. 

1. This Act may be 
Short title. called "The Indian Chris­

tian Maniage Act, 18il." 

It extends to the whole of British India, and, 
Extent nn<l commence- so far only as regards 

( ' mentof Act. Christian British subjects 
. of H e1· Majesty, to the 

territories of any Native Prince or State in alli­
ance with He.r Majesty; and it shall come into 
operation on the passing thereof. 

2. The enactments specified in the fifth sche­
dule hereunto annexed 

Enactments repcnlccl. a re repealed to the extent 
mentioned in the third column of the said sche­
dule. 

3. In this Act, unless there is something 
Jnterprctntion-clnuse. repugnant in the subject 

or context,-

'' Chu1·ch of Engl nnd " and "Anglican" mean 
the United Church ofEu<T

0
-

.. Church of Englnnd." I d I I 
" Anglican." an an( reland as by 

" Church of Scotland." 

the Ia w E'Sla blished ; 

"Chmch of Scotland" 
means the Church of Scot­
lamias by law e>tablished; 

"Church of Rome" and " Homan Catholic" 

" Church of Rome., 
"Roman Cntbo1ic." 

mean the Church which 
regards the Pope of Home 
as its spiritual head ; 

"Church " includes any chapel o1· other b'uild-
" Church." ing !,!enerally used for 

public Christian worship; 

" l\linor,, 

" !\1 in or" means a per­
son who has not completed 
the age of twenty-one 
years; 

"Native Christian" includes the Christian 
•· Nntivc Christian." des~endants of Nutives .of 

lndm converted to Chns­
tianity, as well as such converts. 

PART I. 

'I'I!E PERSONS DY WllC~! MARRIAGE MAY Dll 

SOLE~INIZED, 

4. Every marriage between persons, one or 
both of whom shall pro-

l\lnrriagc between fi I C 1. · 
Christians to he solem- e~s t 1e hristian re 1g10n, 
nized according to Act. shall be solemnized in 

accordance with the pro­
visio!IS of the ne~t following_section; and any such 
mamage solemn1zed otherw1se than in accordance 
'vith the said pro1·isioos, shall be null and void. 

.Marriages by whom to 5, M arria<TeS may be 
be solemnized. ~olemnized in "'India-

(~) .by any l?erson who has received episcopal 
o~dmat1on, prov1ded that the marriaae be solem­
mzed according to the rules, rites, cer;monies and 
customs of the Church of which such persor: is a 
Minister; 

(2) by any Cle•·gyman of the Church of S~ot­
land, provided that such marria~e be solemmzed 
according to the rules, rites, ceremonies, and cus­
toms of the Church of Scotland ; 

(3) by any Mini>ter of Heligion who, under 
the pr<ivisions of this Act, has obtained a license 
to solemnize marriages; 

( 4) by, or in the presence of, a Marriage 
Registrar under the provisions of this Act; 

(5) bv any peraon who, with respect to mar­
ringes between Native .C!hristians, shall haver~­
ceived under the prov1s10ns of Part IV. ofthts 
Act, a'license to grant certificates of marriage. 

6. The Governor General of India in Council, 
the Governors of Madras 

Li""uses to solemnize and Bombay in Council, 
mnrri~ge by whom to ue and the Lieutenant­
gnntec · Governors of Bengal, the 
North-Western Provinces and the Panjab, may 
grant licenses to Ministers of Religion to solem­
nize marriages within the territories under the 
immediate administration of such Governor Ge­
neral, or subject to such Governors and Lieute­
nant-Governors respectively, and may revoke 
such licenses . 

i, The Local Government of each Presidency 
or territory may appoint 

Appointment of ll!nr- one or more M arringe 
ringe llcgist•·cu·s. Hegistrars, either by name 
or ().~ hold in~ any office for the time being, for any 
portiQn of the Presidency or territory subject to 
its administration. llut no person shall be n 
i\'larrial-!,e Registrar who does not profess the Chris­
tian religion. 

'Vhere there are more than one Marriage Re-
. . gistrnr iu any district, the 

Power to "l!romt Scmor Local Government shall 
Mnrrcngc Hcg••tmr. . t t' tl t b npp01n one o 1em o e 
the Senior .l\larriage llcgistrur. 

When there is only one Marriage Registrar 

'l'he i\Ingistrntc to be 
~'lnrringc Ucgistrnr on tem­
porary vacancy. 

in a district., and such 
HC'gistrar is absent from 
such district, nr ill, or 
in -c:ase of the death of 

the or.ly !\1arria!!e Registrnr in a district, or of any 
temporary vacancy in such office, the Nlagistra\e 
of such district shalluct as, and be, ·Marriage Re­
gistrar thereof durin!! such absence, illness, or 
tempornry vacancy as afQresaid. 

8. The Governor General of India in Council 

i\larrin!$'c Ucgistrnrs in 
allictl.!\nhvc Stntcs bow to 
be appointed. 

may appoiut any per~on, 
being a Christian, to be " 
.Marriage Begistmr in ·any 
district, to be assigned by 

the Governor General of india in Council, in any 
place within the territories of any Native Prince• 
or State in alliance with Her .Majesty. 

9. The Local Government of any provinrc 
Licensing of persons to may issue a license to any 

grnut ccrtitientcs of mar- person bein!! a Christian, 
tinge between Native either by name or as hold-
Christians. · fl' ~ h · . . . . mg any o · 1ce .or t e t1me 
hem~ authonzmg lum to grant certificates of 
~arnage between Native Christians. Any such 
hcense may be rovoked by the Government or 
Cbief Commissioner by whom it was grant~~' a~d 
every such grant or revocation shall be nobfied 111 

the official Gazette. 



PART II. 

.WAMIAGilS SOLEMNIZED DY M INI STllRS O F RELI­

GION LICENSED UI'DE R T Hil A CT . 

10. In all cases in which n man·iage iH intend­
ed to be snlenmized by a 

N~tice of intender! Minister of Religion who 
m.rr~agc. has obtained a li cense to 
~olemnize mnrrin:rcs under this t\ct,-

one of the persons intending maninge shall g i1•c 
notice in writing, according to the form containr c:\ 
in the first schedule to this Act annexed, or to the 
like effect, to the Minister of lleli ~ inn whom he 
or she shall desire to solemnize the marriag-e, and 
shall state therein the name or names, and the pro­
fession or condition, of each of the p~ rso n s intend­
ing marriage, the dwelling place of each of tlrem, 
and the time (not being l r~s than four dn y>) 
durin" which rach has dwelt there, and the church 
or pr~·ate cl11elling in which the marriage is to be 
solemnized : 

Provided t.hat, if either of such persons shall 
have dwelt in the place stated in the notice during 
more than one month, it 'may be stated therein 
that he or she has dwelt there one month anrl 
upwards: 

Provided, also, that, at any place or station 
where thP.re is a chmrh, 

Prol'iso. no Clrn:yman of the 
Church of 'England shall solemni1.e a marria~e in 
a private dwelling oa· in any place except in su; h 
l'!IUrch, unle~s he shall have recrived a specml 
license authnri1.ing him tu do sn from and under 
the htmd nnd sea\ of the A ng\ican IIi shop nl' the 
Diocese, or from the Commi>sary uf such Bishop. 
For such special license rhc 11 cg-istnu· of th e 
Diocese shalf be entitled to charge ~ u c h additional 
fee as the said Bishop may ~a nl'lion. 

II . The J\'1 iuister of Religion to whom such 
notice shall have bec u 

Publication of such deli\•ered,· if he shall be 
110ticc. 

entith•d to ofllcinte in tile 
church in which it is intended to solemnizt· the 
,aid manmgl!, ~hall publish every notice of mar­
' inge received by him, by causing the same to be 
published nntl alii xed in some conspicuous part of 
the Alltnc rliurch, 

If such Minister of Religion shall not be entitled 
to olhciate as a ;\'linister in such church, he shnll, 
at his option, llither return the same notice to the 
perRon delivcriup; the same to him, or shall deliver 
the same to snme other Minister entitled to officiate 
therein, who shall thereupon Ctllt ~c the same to !Je 
so pulllishcd and uHhed us aforesaid. 

12. If it be iutended that the marriage shall be 
s·•lemnizr·d in a private 

ria~:\~~ri~~';!'':!:~~~\;,','~~r· clwellin~, the Minister of 
of Religion, on ret·eivino· 

the notice r•rescribrd in section t.en, shull forward 
it to the Marriage Hegistrar of the distr·icf, who 
shall affix the same to some conspicuous place in 
hi~ own office. 

13. When one of the persons inlendin"' mar-
1\"oticc when oue of the rialte .(not beit.ag a ~vi.dow 

l'er~on• is a minor. or wttlower) •s. ~ manor, 
every such M master as 

aforesaid, who receives such notice, shall, unless 
he returns the same to the person li·om whom it 
was received under the provi$ionsofsection eleven 
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within twenty-four hour> after his receipt thereof, 
~encl 0 1" cause to be sent lly the post, or otherwise, 
a copy of such uoticn to the i\'] al'iage Regisrrnr .of 
tloe di , trict " '' if there be more th an one Begas­
t•·ar of sucit di~tric t, to tl1e Senior Marriage Hc­
g·istrm·. 

14. The Murlia!);C Hegistrnr ot' Senior M~r-
, ria~e Hegistra•·, on rec~av-

Puhlicnliou of "''"" ing: any such notH·e, 
notice. s hall affix the same- to 

som e conspicuous place in his own offi ce.' and ~h e 
latter shall furth er c:ouse a copy of the smd notace 
to be sent to each of the other Marriage Hrgis­
tmrs in the same district, who shall likewise pub­
lish the same in the mann er ubovc dirPcted. 

15. Auy Minister of R.eligion who sloall con­
sent or in tend to solem­

Ccrti ficntc of. notice nize any such maniarre 
given ~nd dcclarattonmndc as aforesaid on beino· a'-''_ 
to IJc ISS UC(\. . ' o e 

qtll r<'d so tn do by Ot' on 
behalf' of the person by whom the notice was 
given, and upon one of the perso ns in ending 
mar ria!{C making such declaration a~ is herei n­
after requi red, shall i s~ue under his hand a certifi­
cate of such notke l• aving been given and of such 
df'c laration having been made: 

PI'Ovided that no lawrul impediment according 

P1·ori:>o. to the Ia w of England 
be ' h<>wn to the ~ati sfa • · ~ 

tion of such M inisl!'r wh v such certifi ca te ~ h o ul d 
not issue, and tl ll! is,ue of SUd I C('rti fica tr shall not 
have been Hoone•· forbidden in th ~ manner herein­
aft er mcntioued by any person authorized in tli at 
behalf. 

16. \Vhe.n, by su!'lt declara tion, it appear>, or 
wh en it is otherwise 
kuoll'n, to su!'h M ini; ter 
of Religion that ei ther of 
the . persons intending 
maiTt age, not beinrr a 

In cnsc ofmiunritv ccrti ­
fi rnte not to issnC until 
funrtcr.u tloys nftC l' receipt 
of noti<:c. 

widower or widow, is a 111 in or, such lVI in ister ~hall 
not l!raut such ceitifica tc until the ex piration of 
fou rteen days after the receipt by him of such 
notice of marriage. 

17. llefore any such certi fi cate as aforesaid 
Dccbmtion to be mntlc shall be issue by any such 

before issue of ccrtifiatc. ;\ll iuis lcr, one of the per- 1 

r-on s intendin~· marrincre 
shall app<'nr personally before such Ministe1·, u~d 
shall make n solt•mn dP!'Iara tion that he or she 
believes that there \s not any impediment or kin­
dred or aHinity o•· other lawful hindrance to the said 
marriage, and, when eith r• r or both of the parties 
not being a widower or wid ow, is or are a mino;. 
ot· minors, that the consent of the person or persons 
whose con"ent. to such maninge is required by law 
has been obt;unerl thereto, or that there is or are 
no person or persons resid ent' in India havinrr 
authority to give ~uch consent, as the case may b~ 

18. The father, if lil'ill!!', of any minor, not 
Consent of pnreut or being a widower 01' widow 

guardian necessary. or, if the fqther be dead; 
. . the guardian of the person 

of such mmor, and, 111 case there be no such auar­
dinn, then the mother of such minor, may 

0 
aiye 

?onsent to the .minor's marriage, and such con~ent 
1s hereby requtred _for the s~me marriage, unless 
no. pers~n aut!JOrtzed to gave euch consent be 
re~1dent tn Indta. 



163 

19. · Every person wh?se co~sent to a marri~ge 
, . . . · 1s requ1re? under secllon 

lower to prolnbtt .bY. eio·hteen, IS hereby autho-
nottcc of ISsue of ccrllfi- ri;ed to prohibit the "I'Dnt 
cote. . I 'fi b o of t 1e cerll cate y any 
Minister, at any time before · the. i~sue of t.hc s~me, 
by notice in writin"' to such Mmtster, sub~cnbed 
by the person so a"u thorizcd. ,~· ith h~s or her name 
and place of abode a.nd po~tlton, ":tth respect to 
either of the persons mtenchng man:mge, by reason 
of which he 0!' she is so authorized as aforesaid. . 

20. If any such notice prohibiting the marringc 
shall be received by such 

Procedmcon>Iit~i stcr on Minister as aforesaid, he 
receipt of such nuttec. shall not issue his certifi-
cate and shall not solemuize the sa id maninge 
until he gJmll have examined into the mat ter of 
said prohibition and shall be sati sfied that the pcr­
~o u prohibiting 'the marriage has no lawful auth o­
rity for ~ uch prohibition, OJ' until the ~aid notice be 
ll'ithdraw!l by tl tc person who gave it. 

21. ·when any Native Christian about to be 
married shall take a notice 

Procc~<~ings before i s~nc of mania"e to a MiniB-
of ccrtt ftcatc to Natt\'C f I' -,. · 1 11 ChrH iuns tet· 0 .\e I!! tOn, or S Ul 

s • · apply fora certificate fro m 
such Minister under ~ection fifteen, such Minister 
shall, before issuing such certificate, nscertnin 
whether such Native Christian is cognizant of the 
plll'port and efl 'ect of the said n<>tice or certificate, 
as the case may he, and, if not, shall tran~lnte or 
cause to be tt'aiB intcd, such notice ot· certifi cate 
to such Nativ e Cln·istian into his langua ge, or into 
some language which he understands . 

22. The ccrtiCicate to be issued by st:ch Minis­

Fot·m of cm·tificntc. 
ter as aforesaid shall be in 
the form contained in the 

second schedule to . this Act annexed, or to the 
like effect. 

23. After the issue of the certifi cate by such 

After issue uf ccrtificntc 
murria~c may he solcn1~ 
nizcd. 

:\1 inister of Heligion, 
marriage may he solem­
nized betwet-n the persons 
therein dcscrihed accord­

ing to such form or ceremony as the Minister shall 
thi11k fit to adopt: Provided that the marriage be 
solemnized in the presence of at least two witnesses. 

24. Every marria~e solemn!zed in India from 
aud after the commeuce­

H~urs between which mcnt of this Act by any 
mnJ'l'tngcs to be solcmmzcd. 1 1 ' · d person w 10 ms recet v~ 
episcopal ordination, or hy any Clergyman of the 
Church of Scotland, or by any Minister licensed 
under this Act to solemnize marriages, shall be 
solemnized between the hours of six in tbe moming 
and seven in the evening: 

Provided that this ~ection shall not apply to­

{a)-a Clergyman of the Church of England 
Proviso. solemnizing a marriage 

under a ~pecial license 
permittin!! him to do so at any hour other than 
between six in the morning and seven in the even­
ing, from and under the hand and seal of the 
Anglican Bishop of the Diocese or his Commis­
sary: 

(b)-a Clergyman of the Church of Rome solem­
nizing a mal'l'iage between the hours of seven in the 
evening and six in the morning, when he shall 
have received a general or special li(·ense in that 

VI.-48 

behalf from the Roman Catholic Bishop of the 
Diocese or Vicariate in which such marriage shall 
so be solemnized, or from such person as the same 
Bishop shall have authorized to grant such license. 

25. Whenever a marriage is not solemnized 
Certificate to he void if within two months. ·after 

mnrrin:;c he not solcmnizctl the. date of the cerhficate 
\\'!thin two months. winch shall hnve been 

issued by such Minister as 
aforesaid, such certificate and all other proccedine:s 
thereon shall be void, and no person shall proce;;-d 
to solemnize the said marriap;c until new notice 
has bceu givrn anrl a certificate thereof issued in 
the manner aforesaid. 

PAitT III. 
fiEGIS'I'IlATIO N OF l\'fARRIAGES. 

26. All marriages solemnized in . India from 

l\Inrringcs, with ccz·tnin 
cxccptious, to be rc7,is tl'l'cd 
as lwrcin prcscrihcd. 

and after the commence­
ment of thi~ Act, between 
persons both Ol' one of 
whom shall profess the 

Ch ristian Hclip;ion, except marriages solemnized 
under Parts lV. nnd V. of' thi s Act, shall be re;:?;is­
lered in the manner hereinafter prescribed: Pro­
vided that no omi ssion or defect in such registra­
tion shall invalidate auy marriage not otherwise 
invalid. 

27. Every maninge solemnized by a Cler~y­
Hcgistration of mnr- man of the Church ol' 

l'ingcs solemnized hy Englaml shall he regis­
Clergyman ol' the Chmch tct·ed by the Clergyman 
ol' Euglallll. solemni1.ing the same in 
the rrgistet· of maniages of the station or district in 
which such marriage shall be solemnized, accord­
ing to the form contaiued in the third schedule to 
this Act anne.~ed. 

2~. Every Clergyman of the Church of Eng­
land shall send four times 

Qnnrtcrly returns to 
Archdeaconry. in every year retums in 

duplicate, authenticated 
by the signature of ~uch Clcq!yman, of the entric~ 
in the register of marriages solemni1.Cd at or in any 
station or di3trict at which such Clergyman shall 
have any spiritual charge, to the Registrar of the 
Archdeacomy tn which he shall he subject, or 
within the limits of which such station or district 
shall IJe situated. 

Such quarterly returns shall contain n.ll the 
cntl'ics of marriage~ ~ontain~d in the said register 
from the first day ot January to the thit'ly-first 
day of March, fi·om the first day of April to the 
thirtieth day of June, from the first day of July to 
the thirtieth day of September, and from the first 
day of October to the thirty-tirst day of December, 
of each year respectively, uud shall be transmitted 
by such Clergyman within two weeks from the 
expiration of each of the quarters above specified. 
The said Hegistrar upon receiving the same shall 
transmit one copy to the Secretary to the Local 
Government. 

29. Every marriage solemnized by a Clergy­
man of the Church of 

Registration and returns Uome shall be re!!istered 
of marriaucs solemnized 1Jy b h I 
Clcr~ymc~1 of the Cburch Y t e person am ac-
of n~mc. cording to the form direct-

. ed in thit behalf by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese or Vicariate 
in which such marriarre shall be solemnized, and 
such person shall for1~rd quarterly to the Secre-



tary to the Lo<:al Govef!lment, retm:ns of ~he 
entries of all mnmages regrs~ered by lnm dmrng 
the three months next precedrng. 

30. Every marriage solemnized by a Cler"'y­
man of the Church"' of 
Scotland shall be reg·ister­
ed by_ . the Clergyman 
solernnrzmg the same in 
a register of marriages to 

Registration nnd returns 
of marriages solemnized by 
Clergymen of the Church 
of Scotland. 

be kept by him for the station or district in which 
the marriage shall be ~olemnized in the form 
prescribed in section twenty- seven lor rn arrin~cs 
solemni1.ed by Clergymen of the Church of En g­
land, and such Clergyman shall forw ard quarterly 
to the Secretary to Government, through the Senior· 
,Clrnplain of the Church of Scotland in the territory 
subject to the Local Government, retur.ns similar 
to those prescribed in section twenty-eight for 
Clergymen of the Church of England, of a ll mar­
riages solemnized by him. 

31. After the solemnization of any marriage 
under this Act by any 

Whnt marriages to be person who has received 
ent.,rcd in regillter book episCO)Jal ordination, but 
nne! certificntc prescribed 
in Schedule IV. who is not a Clergyman 

of the' Church of E ngland, 
nor of the Church of Rome, or by any M inr ster 
of Religion licensed under this Act to solemnize 
marriages, the person solemnizing the same shall 
forthwith register such mat'l"inge in duplicate, th at 
is to say, in u mnrria rre reO'ister book to be "kept 
by him lor that purpos~, a;'cordin.,. to the fo rm 
contained in the fourth schedule to this Act annP.x­
ed, and also in a certificate attached to the mar­
riage register book as a counlerfoil. 

32. 1'he entry of such marriage in both the 

Sucl• rut.ries to be certificate and marriage 
signed and attested. r~gi s ter book shall be 

s1gned by the person by 
whom the said marriage has been solemnized, and 
also by the persons married, and shall be attested 
by two credible witnesses who were present at the 
solemnization of the marriage; ami every such 
cntr·y shall be made in order fr,om the beginning 
to the end of the book, and the number of the 
certificate shall correspond with that of the entry 
in the marriage register book. 

33. The person solemnizing the ~aid marriage 
Such certificate to be shall forthwith separate 

forw.nr<letl to Marringo the certificate from the 
Heg•st~nr, copied. and marriage register book 
tran•m•ttet! to Go,•ero- and transmit it within 
mcot. one mouth from the time 
of tl1e solemnization of such marriage to the 
:MarFiage Registrar of the district in which the 
marFinge was solemnized, or if there be more 
Ma1•riage Registrars than o~e to the Senior 
Marriage Registrar, who shall ~ause such certi­
ficate ·to be copied into a book to be kept by him 
for that purpose, and shall transmit all the certi­
ficates wl!ich he shall have received during the 
month, With such number and signature or initials 
a,dded thereto as are hereinafter required, tQ the 
~ecretary to tbe Local Government. 

34. Such copies shall be entered in order from 
the beginning to the end. 

Copies of such certi- ofthe said book, and shall 
licntcs to be entered on•l bear both the n mbe f 
JJUmbcred. • . U ~ o 

the eertrficate as eop1ed, 
and also -a number to be ontered by the Marriage · 
Uegistr.ar, indicating the number of the entry of 
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the said copy in the said book, according to the 
order in which eac!t certificate was received by 
the said Marriage Registrar. · 

'35. The Marriage Registrar shall also add such-
. last-mentioned numbe1· of 

Registrar to n~lll number the entry of the COJlY in 
of entry to ecrt•ficate, aut! I k I · 
send to Government. t 1e boo to t te certtficn te, 

with his signature or ini­
tials, and shall, at the end of every month, trans­
mit the same to the Secretary to the Local Go­
vernment. 

36. The person solemnizing any marriage 
between Nati ve Christian ~ 

<?ustody nnd di spos~l of under Parts. I or I I. of 
rcgrstcr book of marrmges tl · A t 1 II · . 1 f 
between Nntivc Christinus. 11 5 • C s 18 ~ tnStPac o 

entermg them 111 the gene-
ral marriage register book an~l proceeding in the 
manner coutemplated by sectrnns twenty-se v~n to 
thirty-three, both inclusive, register such ma• riages 
in a separate register book, and shall keep ~n fely 
the said rc"'ister book until the same shall be filled, 
or, if he "shall leave the distri ct in \~ lrich h~ 
solemnized the marriage before the said book is 
filled , shall make over t he same to th e person wh o 
shall succeed to his duties in the said district, who 
shall keep safely the same, and shall make th erei n 
the entries by this Act required to be made in 
respect of any such marriage solemnized by him 
within the said distric t. 

And the person havinl!' the control of the book 
at the tjme when it shall be fill ed, sha ll ~end the 
same to the Marriag-e Registrar of the distri ct, or, 
if there be more Maniage Registra rs than one, to 
the Senior Marriage Registmr, who shall send it 
to the Secretary to the Local G overnment to be 
kept by him with the records of his ofli ce. 

PART IV. 
M ARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED DY, on I N '£HE l'H ESENCE 

OF, A MARRIAGE R EGISTRAR.. 

37. When a marriage is intended to he solem­

One of the pnrtie~ t.o 
intemlctl mnrringc to give 
notice in Schedule I. to 
the Marriage Registrar of 
the distt·ict. 

nized by, or in the pre­
sene~ of, ,a Marriage 
Regtstrar, one of the 
parties to such marriage 
shall give notice in w6t­

ing, in the form of the first schedule to this Act 
annexed, or to the like effect, to any Marriage 
Registrar of the district within which the parties 
shall have dwelt for not less · than five days then 
next preceding, 

or, if the parties · dwell in different di~tricts, 
shall give the like notice to a Marriage R eaistrar 
qf each district, and shall state therein the

0 
name 

and sumnme, and the profession or condition of 
each of the parties intending marriage, the dwell­
ing place of each of them, and <the time, not beina 
less than five days, during which each has dwelt 
the1·ein, and the church, chapel, or other· building 
in which the marriage is to be solPmnized: 

Provided that, if either party ~hall have dwelt 
in the place stated in the notice during more than 
one calendar month, it n;ay be Elated therein that 
he or she hath dwelt there one month and up­
wards. 

38. The Mart"iage Regist rar shall file all such 

Notice to be filed an•l 
copy enteretl in the Mnr­
ringe Notice Book. 

n~tices, and keep them 
With the records or his 
otlice, and shall also 
forth.with enter a true 
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copy of all f·uch notices in a book to be for that 
purpnse furni~hed to him by the Government, to 
be called the" Marriage Notice Book," ami the 
Maniacre Notice Book shall be open at allreasnn­
able ti~es without fe~, to a ll persons de:;irous of 
inspecting the ~ame. 

39. The Marriage n~«istrars 'or llegistrm· nf 
all di stricts in the British 

Notice how to be pub- territooi es in l ndia shall 
lishcd in .or<linnry cnses, res1Jectively 1mblish all 
nml how m the cnse of . f · 
~inors. ~uch nottccs o marr1a ~e 

O'iven in theio· re~pectiv<:: 
di £. triet~, by causing a c~JY of such notices to be 
affixed in some conspicuous place in their rr~pe c: t­
ive offices, or, where such H egi'~trars ure Minis­
ters of the Christian HeliO"Ion ordained or o ther­
wise set apart to the m~tistry (If the Christia n 
Religion, such notices shall be afli .xed in some 

· conspicuous place in the church or c·hapel or place 
nl' worship in which such Ministe rs respectively 
officiate, 

'Vhrn one of the p;uties in tending marriage 
(not being a wid ow or 1\'id ower) is under tweut y­
one y ear~ of a~e, every Marriage Hegistrnr slw ll 
with in twenty- four hourR after thc .recei pt by him 
nf' the notice of' such marriage, send, or cause to 
be sent, by the post or otherwise, · a copy of 
~uch notice to n II the other lVJ arriagc Be~i s­
trars (if any) in the saonc distri ct, who shall 
likt•\\·is<> aflix the same in some t•onspicuous place> 
in their own oflices or chapels a3 aforesaid. 

40. The Marriage llegistrar, upon. being re-
. . questccl EO to do by or t~n 

C~rtofi rate of not.orc ~o behalf' of the j)alty b)• 
he assncd, wath ccrtnm . 
e>ccptious, 0 11 request. w.hom the not1cc \\'US 

g1 vcn, ancl one of the 
partie~ intending marriage hav ing made oath Ol' 
declaration as herein after nquired, shall issue 
under his hand a certificate of s uch notice having 
been g iven and of such oath or dec· laration having­
bten made: Provided no lawful impctlimP.nt ac· 
cording to the law of England be shown to the 
sati s fa~ti on of the Marriage Uegistrar why ~u c h 
certificate ~hould not issue, and th e i s~uc of such 
certifica te has not been soone•· fnrbidc.lcn, in man­
ner hereinaft er mentioned, by any person or persons 
hy thi s i\ ct a uthori?.cd in that behalf: 

Provided always that, whc:>re, by such oath or 
declaration, it appears that one nf the parties 
intending marria;,!. e ~not hc:>ing a widow or widow· 
er) is under twenty-one year~ of age, the M arri;~ ge 
Re~istrar shall not issue his certificate nutil the 
expiration of fonrt~en d ays after the en try of such 
notice of i\•1 arriage. 

4l. When one of the parties intending marria!{e 
If minor be resident (not being a widow or 

in Prcsiclcnry town, !'he widower) is under twenty­
Hi~:h Court on npplicntion one years of age, and hath 
mny ortlcr ccrtiticnte in ) t · · t d · · 
less thnn fourteen dn •s. I nr oes Ill e1•1 111 ~ u~aiTtHlfe 

) are at the tuue resldt·nt m 
any of the towns of Calcutta, Madras, or I.som­
hay, an~· are desirous of being marri~cl iu less than 
fourteen days after the entry of such notice ns 
aforesaid, it shall be competent for both patties 
intending marriage to apply by petition to the 
Hi~h Court of such town, or any .ludo-c thereof, 
for an order upon the Marr;age Hegistra

0
r to whom 

the notice of marria!!e has been given, directing 
him to issue his certificate before the expiration of 

the Raid fourteen days required by section forty 
of this Act. And it shall be competent to the 
said H irrh Court, or any Judge thereof, on s~ffi­
c ·i ~nt ca~•se beinu shown in its or his discret•on, 
to make an ord~r upon such Marriag<> Hegistrar, 
directing him to issue his certificate at any time 
to be m~ntionecl in the said order, before the ex­
piration of the Faid fourteen days required by 
section forty; and the said Marriage Hegistrar, 
on receipt of the said order, shall proceed to issue 
hi!) certificate in accordance therewith. 

42. Any person whose consent would be re-
quired by section eighte~n 

. Iss~•c . of ccrtHicntc .mny in respect uf a marriage 
be fodndolcn '" spccofied to be solemnized undet· 
mnnncr. Part I I. may enter a pro­
test aga inst the i~ s.n e of the J\>!arriag~ Hegis~rar's 
certificate, by wntmg, nt any t1mc before the ISSUr! 

of such r.cr'tifil'atc, the word "forbidden " op­
po>ite to the entry of the notice of such int ended 
marriao·e in the 1\'Tarriuge Notice Rook, and hy 
subscri'binO' thereto his Ot' her name and place of 
abode all('i' his or her chat·ncter, in respect of 
either' of the pa• ties, by rea~on of whi ch he or she 
is so authorized; nnd when Ruch protest has been 
entered, no certificate shall issue until the lVlar­
riao·e ll•·g,istrnt· shall have examined into the mat· 
t<' r"'of the pro tes t, and is satisfied that 1t ought 
not to obstruct the issue of the certificate for the 
said marriage, or until the protest be withdrawn 
by the party who entered the same. 

43. In all cases where a 1\'l.an iage Ucg,istrar, 

If the Rc:;istrnr tloubt 
the legal nnthority of the 
pasou forhidding, he mny 
refer to the High Court, 
the Zilln Joulgc,or the Go­
\'crnor General iu Council. 

acting under the provi­
sions c.f section forty-two, 
shall not be sa tisfied that 
the person /orbidcling the 
issue of the cc1·t ificate is 
authorized by law ~o to 
do, the ~u id Murriuge lle­

gistra.l' shall apply by petition, where the dis trict 
of such l!('g istrar is within any of the to\\'ns of 
Calcutta, Madras, a nd llornbay, to the B ig h Court 
of .T udicature in the Presidency ot· place within 
which suc:h distril't is comprised, or, if such district 
be not within any of the said tnwns, then to the 
.I udge of the zilla or di~trict within which the same 
is comprised ; 

and the:> said petition shall s tate all the cir­
cumstam·es of the cage, ancl pray for the onll'lr and 
direction of the Court concerning the same, and 
the said Hi!:(h Court, or any Judge thereof, or 
s uch Judge of the zilla or dis trict, shall be em­
powered to exnmine into the allegations of tl1e 
petition nncl the ci1·cumstances of the case, and, if, 
upon such examination, it shall appear that the 
person fo1'1.1iddin!! the issue of ~uch certificate is 
uot authori1.ed hy law so to do, such High Court 
or any Judge thereof, Ol' s•Jch .Judge of the 'l.illa or 
di strict, shall declare that the person forbiddina 
the issue of such Ct>rtiftcatc is not•autl10rizcd a~ 
aforc~aid, and then, and in such case, ~uch certifi­
cate shall Le issued, and the like proccediugs may 
b~• had in relation to such man·in~e as if the issue 
of such certificate had not been forbidden by such 
person. 

And in all cases where a Marria"'e RcJ!istmr 
appointed to act within the territo~ics of uny 
Native Prince or State in alliance with Her 
Majesty under section ci"ht, shall not be •atisfied 
that the person forbidding the issue of. the ccrti-



licate is not authorized by law so to do, the sa.id 
Marriage Reg istrar shall transmit a statement 
of all the circumstances of the case, together with 
all documents and papers relating thereto, to the 
Governor General of India in Council; and , if it 
shall appear to the Governor G eneral of Ind ia 
in Council that t.he person foi'I.Jidding the issue ol' 
such cet·tilicate is not a uthorized by law so to do, 
the Gov<>mor General of India in Coun cil shall 
declare th:tt the party forbirldi1.1g the issue of such 
certificate is not authorized as afo resaid , and theu, 
and in such case, such certifi ca te shall be i ~sucd , 
and the like proceedinl!s may be had in n ·lation 
·t.o su~h marriage ns if the iss ue of s uch cer tifi cate 
had not ·been forbidden by s u<"h person. 

44. Defore any such certificate ns a foresaid 

Onth or tlcclnrnt ion to he 
ronde before issue of cer­
tificate. 

s h ~ ll be i sued b y nny 
Maniag e 11 ••gi;trar, one 
of t he pnr ties int•·nd ing 
mnrria~e sha ll appear per­

106 

sonally before such Marringe Hel,: is trar, nnd shall 
make oath (or shall make his or her solem n drdara­
tion instead of an oa th) that he ot· she beli e v ~s 
that there is not any impediment of kindred or 
atfiniiy, or other lawful hiud rauce, to th e said mar­
riage, and that both th e J>nrties to the iutended 
marria~e have, or (where the pao ti es have d welt in 
the distljcts of different Murriage R egistrars) that 
the party making such oath or declara tion ha th , 
for the peri"d mentioned in s•·ction thio·ty -sevPn, 
had tJwir, his Ot' her usual place o l' abode within 
the district of such ll'l nrringe Re~i stra r, aud where 
l'ithet· Ol' each of the parties, not being a ,•:idowcr 
or \\ idow, is under the n\!e of twenty-one year", 
that the consent of the perso n Ol' persons whose 
consent to such marriage is required by lnw l~:~ s 
been obtained t.lt ercto, ot· th11t there is no JWrson 
resident in Indin hnv iug- author ity to give such 
consenr, a :; the case may be : 

Provided always that, where under the foreo-o­
ing provision, the said JJ igh Cour t or Judge thc~·e­
of, Ol' such .llUlge of the zilla ot· loke di stl'ict, or 
s uch other person as aforesaid , declares the mar­
rinl:(e to be proper, it shall not be necessary to 
make oath ot· declare that such consent ha:. been 
ohtuined to such marriage .. 

115. The certificate to be issued by the Mnr­

Ccrtiliontc to hens thnt riage Registrar under the 
prcso•ihcu in Sche<lulc II . provisions of section forty, 

mny be in the fonn of the 
second schedule to this Act annexed, or to the 
like effect, and the Government of euch Presidency 
or place shall furnish to every Marriage He~r istrar 
u sufficient number of forms of certificate. 

0 

46. When any Native Christian about to be 
lf either pnrty be n married npplies fot· or ten­

Native Christian, tho He- ders n notice of mnrTiaiTe, 
l!i•t·ror slmll nsccrtnin thnt or applies fot· n cer1 ific~ te 
the notice ami ccrtifk"O.tc from a M aniage Re)!is­
nrc understood. trar, such :Marrin:;:e He­
f!; istrar shall nscertain whether th" said Native 
Christian understands the English lnn!!uage, and, 
it he does not, the said Marria~e Uegistrao· shall 
translate sueh notice or certificate,· ot· both of 
them, as the case may be, or shall cause the same 
to be tmnslnted to such Native Chri~ tian in the 
Ianuuage of such Native Christian, or the said 
JVIa~riaae Registrat· shall otherwise a scertain 
whethe~ such Nati•·e Christian is <·ognizant of the 
purport and effect of the said notice and certi­
ficate. 

47. In all cases whatsoe ver where n M arri nge 
Registrar resident in the 
tPrritori cs of a ny Na. 
t ive Prince o•· State in 
nllian•·e wi th Her Majes­
ty hns refused to issue his 
certiflt•ate, it shall be 

If Rcgistrnr in allied 
Native' Stntc refuses ccl·tifi­
cntc, petition may he umtl c 
to Gm•cruor General in 
Council . 

In wful for either of the parties .intending mn rringe 
to app ly by petit ion to the Governor Geooeral of 
I ndia. in Cou ncil, who shall decide thereon ; sud t 
decision s hall be fin a l, a ud the Ma rrin~~ Registra r 
to w1·•om the a pplication was or i~inally made, 
shall proceed iu acco rdance therew ith. 

4 1'! . 1\ftcr the issue of 1 he certi ficn te of the 

A ftc.~ r issue of ccrtificntc 
mnningc mny be solem­
nized iu presen ce of 1\Iar­
riagc Hcg.i:str:w nnct two 
'' i lucs~ c;; . 

Marring·e Hegistrar, t.~r, 
wheo'e no ti ce is requ ired 
to be ~ i venunde r t his Act 
tn th e M arria"e He<<is­
tr nrs for d ilfeo·ent dis t r i~L~, 
altet· the issue of the 

certi fi ca tes of the l\1. nrri nge He!!is lf·n rs for such 
di ,tricts , marri agP. m:.y, ·-if th<·~e be no la wful 
imped iment to tl1e ma rringe of sul' h pan ies, be 
solemnized between and by the parties described 
in such certifi ca te or certificates aceorrli n!,;' to s uch 
for111 a nd r:en?mony as they may sec fit to adopt; 
but every s uch marri a~ e shall he sol<!nmized be­
t ween the hours ot' s i.x in the morning a nd seven 
in the evenin!!, in the presence of some l\·1arri Hge 
lte!! istrar (to whom sha ll be delivered s uch certi­
fi ca te o•· certifi cates a~ a f'o rcs:oid), ami of t wo or 
more witness~s , and in some part of the ceremony 
eaeh of the parties shall declare-

« I do solemnl y decla re that I k no w no t of any 
law ful im ped imen t why I , A. B ., may not be 
j oined in ma trimony to G'. }),," or slwll declare to 
the lik e efl'ec t. 

And each of the pa rti es shall say to the other­
" l ca ll upon these persons here p resent to wituess 
that I, A . B ., do take th ee, C. n., to be my law­
ful wedded wi fe [or husba11d]," or word s to th e 
like effe ct . 

49. \Yhenever a marriage is not had withi n 
thr~e calend ni· months 

When mnrringe is not n ftc r the notice shall have 
hnol within three months been ent ered by the Mar­
aftcJ• notice. u new notice 
required. ria ~e Heg i,: trnr, ns req uir-

ed by section tb irty-eio ht, 
the notice and the certificnte which may have b~en 
issued thereupon, nnd nil othe o· proceedin .,.s there­
upon "ha ll be ull cl'iy void ; and no pcr;on shall 
procc.ed to so le~mize the maniage, nor shnll ;o ny 
Marnnge Hcgoslrnr enter the snm l.', until new 
notice shall hnve been given, and ento·y made and 
certifi cate thereof g iven, nt the time and it; the 
onannn al'o rc8aid. 

;)Q. When any X ati vc C hris tian io married 

Nnth'c Christinus to he 
mutlc to nwlcrstr. ntl the 
dedaratiun:s ttt .nania::;c. 

under the provisions of 
thi s Part., the party 
s~> l e t,nnizing the sa id mar­
n age s!.~ II a~certain 

w ltet her such N nti ve CIHistian und~rstand s the 
Engli s l~ !angunge,. a nd, ir he does not, the party 
solemmzmp; the satd mamage shall, at the time of 
the soleninization thereof, t ran~ late, or cause to be 
transla ted, to such Native Christian in the lan­
gud~C of such N ati~e Cl~ristian, the derlarations 
made at such marnage 111 accorclanre with the 
provisions of this Act. 

I)· 



51. Afte1· the solemnization of any marriage 
under this P11rt, the Mar-

. ~rarriages to be re- ringe H egi:>trar present at 
g•stered. the solemnizntiou th~reof 
shall forthwith rerrister such marriage in duplicate, 
that is to ~ay,. in "a Marriage Hegister Book, ac­
cord in" to the form of the ~econd schedule to this 
Act an~cxed, and also in a ce•·tificate attached to the 
Marriage Register. Boo~ as a counte•-f~il ; and the 
entry of such marnage 111 both the certificate and 
the Marriage Hegiste1· llook shaii be. signed by the 
person by or before whom l'he manwge has been 
solemnized, if there be any such person, and by 
the Marriage H('gistrar present at such maniage, 
whethe1· or not the marriaz-e is solemnized by him, 
and ul so by the parties married, and attested by 
two witnesses; and every such entry ~hall be made 
in order from the beginning to the end of the book, 
and the number of the ccrt.ificate shaii correspond 
with that of the entry in the Marriage Register 
Book. 

52. The Marriage Register slin ll forthwith 
Certificates of mar- separate the certi fi e ate 

ria)!es to be transmitted . from the lVI arriagc Rc­
pel'ioclicnlly to the Sec1·e- gister Book and transmit 
tnry to Govcmmcnt. it, at the end of every 

month, to the Secret;uy 
to the Local Government; and if no mania~c has 
been reg-istered during such month, the 1\1 nrriage 
llegistrar shall certify such fact under his hand, 
and such certificate shall be transmitted as afore­
said; and the Marriage Registrar shall k('ep sa ft•ly 
the said llP.gister boolc until it be filled, and shall 
then transmit the same to the Secretary to the 
Gov~rnment, 01' to such other officer as aforesaid, 
to be kept by him with the records of his o!Iicc. 

53, The Marriage Registrars in the territories 
Registrars in nlliccl of any Native Prince 01' 

NntiYe States to transmit State in alliance with Her 
certificates to the ]>oreign Majesty, shall transmit the 
Secretary. certificates mentioned in 
section fifty-two to the Secretary for the Foreign 
Departmeut of the Government of India. 

PA!l'f V. 

MARRIAGE oF N •I 'riVE CnmsTIANs. 

54. Every marria!!,e between N ntive Christians 
Conuitions. applying for a certificate, 

. shall be certified undet' this 
Part of this Act, if the following conditions be 
fulfilled, and not otherwise:-

( 1.) The age of the man intendino- to he 
married shall exceed sixteen years, and tl~e age of 
the woman intending to be titarried shall exceed 
thirteen years: 

(2.) The man and the woman shall not stand 
to each other within the prohibited decr rees of con· 
sanguinity or aftinity : " 

(3.) Neither of the persons intendin« to be 
married shall have a wife or husband still Jiving: 

(4.) In the presence of the person so licensed, 
and of at least two credible witnesses each of the 
parties shall say to the other- ' 

. "I call upon thes~ persons here present to 
w1tness that I, A. B., 111 the presence of Almighty 

VI.-49 
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God, and in the name of om· Lord Jesus Chri>t, 
do take thee, C. D., to be 111y lawfnl wedded wifcj 
[or ltusLaml]," or words to the like effect: 

(5.) Such declaration shall be made between 
the honrs of six in the mol'lling and seven in the 
evening: 

Provided that no marriage sha\1 be certilled 
under this Part when either of the parties intend­
inn- to be married has not completed his or her 
eighteenth year, unless such consent ns is men­
tioned in section eighteen has been given to the 
intended marriage, or unless the party who has not 
completed his or her eighteenth year is proved to 
the satisfaction of the person licensed to gmnt 
certificates under section nine, to have re>ided 
apart from, and tQ have been independent of, tile 
control of his or he•· parents or guardians. 

55. When, in respect to any marriag-e fulling 
under this Part of this 

On marriage (the ron- Act, the conditions pre­
lli tious having be<·n ful- scrii.Jed in the last preced-
tillc<l) lieensell person to · · 1 1 1 
grnnt a certifiente thereof. mg section s ml ta ve 

. bc('n fulfilled, it shall be 
the rlut.y of the person Iiccmcd as aforesaid in 
whose presence the said declaration shall have 
been made, to grant a certificate of such marriage, 
on the application of either of the parties to such 
marriage, on the payment of a fee of four annas. 
Such certificate shall be signed by such licensed 
person, and shall be received in any suit touchin~ 
the validity of such marriage as conclusive evidence 
of the same marriage having been perf,Jrmed, and 
no evidence to the contrary shall be received in 
any such suit. 

56. A register book of all man·iages of which 
. certificates are granted 

hc~~g::ter book 1101• to under section filiy-five, 
1 

· s hall be kept by the per-
son g ranting such certificates in his own vernacular 
lan~uage. 

Such registct· hook shall be kept accordin!! to 
such form as the Local Govemment or Chief Com· 
111issioner shall from time to time prescribe, and the 
said b(lok tor true extracts therefrom, duly uuthenti­
catcd, shuii be deposited ut such places und nt 
such times as the Local Government or Chief 
Commissioner shall direct. 

57. Every person licensed under this Act to 
. . grant certif1catcs of mar-

Searches m the rcg•ster riaue and kcepin.,. a Mar­
book to be allowed. riage Hegistcr I look un-
der srction fifty-six, shall, at all reasonable time~, 
ullow search to be made in such Look, and shall 
give a copy, certified under his hand, of any entry 
or entries in the sa.11e on the payment of the 
f(•es prescribed by the Local Government under 
section seventy-five. 

58. This Part of this Act shall not apply to 
marria!!cs between Jtoman 

Pnrt V. not to apply to ,, h 1. B I . 
Rom:u1 Catholics. vat o ICS· u t not 11 ng 

herein contained 6hall be 
construed to invalidate any maniage contracted 
between Homan Catholics under the provisions of 
Part V. of Act No. XXV, ofl864,prcvious to the 
repeal of that Art. 
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PART VI. 

'PENALTIES. 

,)9. Whoever intentinnal!y makes any false onth 
Punishment . for false Or declar.ltio~l, or sigr~s 

onth. •lcclnmtion, notice m· any false nollce or· cert r­
oortiti<:ntc for procuring !kate required by this 
mnrrmgc. Act, for the purpose of 
procuring any marriage, s lu1ll be guilty of the 
offence described in section one hundred and 
ninPtv-three uf the Indian Penal Code, and, on 
.:onviction, ~hall he liable to the punishnwnt pre­
$l'l'ibed in that section. 

60. Whoe~er forbids the issue by a Marriage 

l,nnishmcnt for forhid­
,]ingo the issue by n l\fnrri 11gc 
H.c;.:is trnr of n ccrtiticatc by 
f:~lsc reprcscnt:ttion. 

n ~gistrar of a certifi cate 
by /irl sely represl·nlillg' 
himself or her.;elf to be a 
person whose consent to 
the mnrri(lge i ~ required 

by l~w, knowing such representation to be fa l.•e, 
$hull be guilly of the offence described in secti()n 
two hundred and five of the Indian Penal Code, 
and shall, on conviction, be liable to the punish­
ment prescribed in that section. 

61. \\ihoever, not being authorized under this 
Act to solemnize a mar-

Punishment for solcm- ria;!'c, in the absence of a 

d
nizing n

1 
n~nrringc without M n'rringe Registrar of the 

uc nut tonty. district in which ~uch 
marriage is solemnized, knowingly and wilfully 
~olemnizes a marriage between persons one or both 
o'f whom profess the Christian religion, shall be 
punished with imprisonment which may extend to 
ten y~urs, and ~hall also be liable to fine; or, in 
lieu of n sentence of imprisonment for ~CI'en y•·ars 
nr upwat·ds, to transportation for a term of not less 
than seven years, and not exreeding ten years. 

or, if the offender be un European or American, 
to penal ser·vitude nccording to the pro1•isions of 
Act No. XXIV. of IH55 (to substitute 71c11al sen:i­
tucle.for tlu puuishmc •• t of tra11sp01'tation i11 1'CSf•ect 
of Eurt~pr.rm aurl A mcdcan cmwicts, amL to amend 
ti<e law t·elati71g to the rcmot•al of such couvicts). 

6·J Whoever knowingly and wilfully solem-
nizes a marriage between 

l'unishmcnt for solrm- persons one 01• both of 
ni1ing a uuuriogo except I b 
hct.wccu G A.>t. nm17 I'.M., w 10m shall e a person 
or without witnesses, or persons professing the 

Clrri~tiun r~ligion at any 
time other than betwe~n tl.o hours of six in the 
mornin!! and seven in the evening, or in thn ab­
sence of at least two credible witnesses, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of ei ther description 
us defined in the Indian Penni Code for a term 
whirt1 may extend to three yearB, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 

The provisions of this ~eetion shall not apply 
. . to marriages solemnized 

h!•t mappltcnb~c to mar- under special licenRe~ 
rtnge• •olemmzed under . · ·· 
special licenses. granted by the Anghcan 

Bishop of the Diocese or 
by his. Commissary, nor to marriages performed 
he tween the. hours of ~even in the P.Yening and six 
in the mornmg by a Clergyman of the Church of 
Rome, when he shall have received the general or 
special license in that behalf mentioned in section 
twenty-four. 

63. Any l\'linister of Reli~ion lice~1sed. to so­
Punishment for solem- le•;nnrze marna~es . under 

uizing n mnrringe within thrs Act, who, Wltlun fo~r­
certnin time nfter notice teen days after the recerpt 
when ci1her pnrty is n by him of notic.e of such 
rumor. nmrriage, knQwmgly and 
wilfully ~olemnizes a marriage m~drr Part I I. .wheu 
one of the parties to such marrmge, not be•.nl';' a 
wiciQwer or widow, is a mino•·, s~mll be pu111sh~d 
with imprisonlllent for a term whrch may ('Xtend 
to three years, and shall also be lmble to fine. 

64. Whoever, being a l\'Iarria~e Uegislrar under 
this Act , knowingly and 

P.nnishment !or is•.u!ng wilfully issues any certi-
ccru~catcs 01: solcmmzm.g ficntc for m::uriaO"e or 
mm•rJW"<'S w1thout pubh.. . n 1

• 

cntion ~f notice &c. solemmzes nny rnarnage 
' ' wit!Jout publishiug or 

allixin o in som e conspicuous ,place the notice of 
such n~arriagc as directed by til is Act ; 

or, after the expiration of two months after a 
certificate in rtspect of' a marriage shall have been 
issued by him, solemnizes such marriage ; 

or, without an order of a cnmpetent C <J urt 
authorizing him to ~lo so, solemr1izes any marriage 
when one of the persons intending marriage (not 
bein!.: a widow or widower) is a minor before the 
expi ~ation of fourtePn days after the receipt of such 
notice, or without sending, or causing to be sent, 
by the post or otherwise, a copy of such notice of 
marriage to the Senior .M arria:;e 11 egistrar of the 
di~trict (if there bo more Maniage Hcgi:;trars of 
the district lhnn one), and, if he himself be not the 
Senior Mnrria.g·c lleg istrar, or· is~ ues any certificate, 
the issue of which shall have been prohibited as 
in thi,; Act p1·ovidcd by any person authorized to 
prohibit the issue thereof, shnll be puni~hed with 
imprisonment lor a term which may extend to five 
years, and s hall al so be liable to fine. 

65. Any Marriage Jlegis trar knowingly and 

Pcunlty for iss1iing ccrti­
ficutc more than three 
months, or, in case of111inor, 
within fottl'tccn dny:i nftcr 
notice cntcrccl, or nt nll 
in cnsc of nuthorizcU 
forbidu:.•l. 

wilf'ully issuing any certi!l­
cate for marriage after· the 
expiration of dirce calen-
dar months after the notice 
shall · have been entered 
by him as uforesaid, or 
knowingly and wil­
fully iss uin~, without 

the order of a competent Court authorizing him 
so to do, any certificate for marriage, when: one 

·. ') 

.of the parties intending marriage (not hcing a 
widower or wiclow) is under· twenty-one years of 
age, before the expiration of four·teen days after 
the entry of such notice, or any certificate the 
issue of which ~hall have been forbidd en as afore­
said by any person authorized to forbid the issue 
thereof, shall be deemed to ha1·c committed an 
offence under section one hundred and si.xty-six of T 
the Iridian Penal Code. 

66. \.Yhoevcr, being a person authorized under 

Punishment for persons 
nuthorizc•l muh:r this Act, 
but not being Clergymen 
of the Churches of Eng­
land, ~cotlnud or Rome, 
solemnizing marriages 
without publication of 
notices, &c. 

the provisions of this Act . 
tn solemniz7 a marriage, 
and not bemg a Cler"y­
man of the Church" of 
Englanu solemni)dn11: a 
mnrringe after due publi­
cation of barm~ or under 
a license from the 'An­

glican Bi&hop of the Diocese or a surrogate duly 
authotized in that behalf, 



or, not being a Clergyma~ of the C!hmch of 
Scotland solemnizin" a marna«e accordmp; to the 
rules, rit~s, ceremonie~, and cust~ms of tha t Church, 

or, not being a Clergyman of th~ Church of R<~mc, 
solemnizing a marriage according to the ntes, 
rules, ce remonies, and customs of that Church, 

knowingly and wil~ully issues any C?I'tificate 
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for marriage under th1s A<'t, or solemmzes a~1y 
marri acre between such persons <l S aforcs;ud, 

, without publishing , ?r causing. to be ~ffi x,ed, th e 
noti ce of such man·• acre as directed '!' I art l!. 
of this Act, o•· a fter th~ expi ration o f [\~0 mo111hs 
ufter the certifica te shall ha ve been Jssued by 
hi Ill : 

o1· knowingly an.d ' wilfully i ~s u cs any Cf'l:lifi­
<' ate f0r ntar riag·e, or so lemnizes n ntarnnge 
helwren ~uch persons wl~ e n on~ of the pe.rsons 
in tending marriage, not b e 1 ~1 p: ~ wtdower or wtd ow, 
is a minor, befo re the exp•raliOU of fo urteen days 
aft~ •· t he receipt uf notice of such marriage, Ol' 
without sending, or causing to be sent, hy the post 
or otherwise, a co py o r such notice ~"the ~1 a.ITiage 
Registrar, or, if there he more. l\'Iarn ag~ R e:;1stra rs 
than one, to the Senior lVlama~e Regis trar of the 
di strict ; 

or knowingly and wilfully issues an :( ce rtifi cate 
the i'sue of which sha ll have been forbidden und er 
t his Act by any person a uthorized to forbid the 
is;sue ; 

or knowino·ly and wilfully solemnizes any 
marriage whici\ sha ll have b~en forbidden by any 
person authorized to forbid the same, shall .he 
punished with imprisonment for a t<·rm w.lnch 
may extend to four years, and sha ll also be ha ble 
to finP.. 

67. W'hoever, not being li censed to grant a 
certi fi cate of marri age un-

Punishment for unli- der P a rt V. o l' thi s Ac t, 
censed person prcten<liug oTants such certifi cate in­
to grant cert.ificntc of mar- tcndin <Y thereby to make 
ringe under Part V. it upp.ilir that he is so li-

censed, shall he punished with im pri ,;onment for a 
tenn which may extend to five years, and shall 
a lso be liable to fin e. 

68. 'Whoever wilfully de<troys or injures, · or 
causes to be destroyed or 
injured, any such register 
book OJ' t he counterfoil 
ce rtificates thereof, or any 

Punishment for de­
stroying or falsifying re­
gister books. 

part thereof, or any such authenticated extract 
therefrom as aforesaid, 

or falsely m!lkes or counl erfeits any part of such 
register book or counterfoil certificates, 

OJ' wilfully insert•, or causes to be inserted, any 
false entry in any such regtster book or counterfoll 
certificate Ol' uuthentica led e xtract, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and s hall also be liaiJle 
to fin e, 

Pcrio<l within which 
prosecution may be com­
menced. 

69. All prosecutions 
under this Act shall be 
commenced within the 
spa(·e of two years after 
the ollence comwilled. 

PART VII. 

i\11 ISCELLANEOUS. 

70. \Vhenever a ny marriage has been sole!ll­
nizcd in accordance w1th 

Proar of ~nrrin~c in tile provisions of this Act, 
a~c.or<lnnc~ with tho pr~- it shall not be necessary 
\'l stons of Pnrt 1. of tlus . 
Ac~ m support of such mar-

riage to gi vc any proof in 
respect o£ the dwelling of the persons manied, or 
of the consent of any person whose ~onsent to such 
marriage iR required by la-w , or of the noti"e of 
m arriage, or or tbe certifica te, or the translation 
thereof respecti vely, or in respect of the hours be­
tween w hich the same may have be~n solemnized , 
n or sha ll any ev idence be g iv ('n to pro ve the con­
tra ry in any suit touching th e validity of su ch 
1narriagc. 

71. E very person charger! with the rluty o f 

Corrections of errors. 
reg isLcring any •narri agc , 
wh o • hall di scover any 

e iTor lo have been committed in the form or ~ nb­
s tance of any sueh entry , may, wi thin one mon th 
next alter th e di sco very o f such error, in the pre­
sence of the persons married, or, in c ase o f their 
death or absence, in the pre,;cnce of t wo o th er 
credible wi tnesses , who s hall respectively attest the 
same, correct the enoneous entry a t cording to th e 
truth o r tbe case, by entry in the marg in without 
anv a ltemtion of the ori r•inul e utrv, a nd Rbnll' sig n 
the marg inal entry, anct"' add th e 1·~ unto the day o f 
the month and yeur when such correction shall be 
made, and sud1 person shall make the lil'e mar­
c Jual entry, a ttes ted in the lil;e manner, in the 
certifu:ate thereof. 

And , in case such certifi cate shall ha,·c been 
already transmitted to the Secreta ry to the ]_, ocal 
G o ve rnment, s uch person s hall m ake and traniimit 
in like manner a scparnle ~e rtiflcale of the orig inal 
e rroneous entry, and of the marginal correction 
therein made. 

72. Every person solemnizing a marriage under 
this .1\ct, and hereby re-

Scnrr.hcs mny he. made quirP.tl to reg i ~ te r I he 
n!Hl co1ncs of ccrhficntcs sa iue, and every · Mar­
S"'cu. riagc Heg isl rar or Secre­
tary to a Local Government having the custody for 
the time beiua of any r c·g i ~ter of mania!:PS, or of 
any certificat~ or eo pi e~ of certifi cu le nuder this 
Act, shall, at all reasona ble times, allow searches to 
be made of any maniagc reg is te r book, or of any 
certificlltP, OJ' dupli cate, o1· copies of ce rtificate, in 
his cus tody, and shall g ive a copy unde r his hand 
o( any entry or entri es in 'the ~arne, on the payment 
of the fees prescriiJed by the Local · Gover'ument 
under sec tion seventy-five. 

73. Every certifi ed copy purporting to be 

Certified copy of entry 
in marriage rcgi!itCr, &c.t 
to be cvitlcncc Qf marriage 
without furth er proof. 

>i gned by the person 
entruRted und ,•r this Act 
with the custody of auv 
man·iage re~is t c r, o1· ce,:­
tificate, or duplicate cer­

tificatP, required to be kept or deli ve rcd under 
this Act, of any entry o~ a marriage in such regis­
ter, OJ' of any Fuch crrt1ficate or duplicate certifi­
catP, shall be received as evidence of the marriaae 
purporting to be so entered, or of the facts pu':-­
porting to be so certified therein, without further 
proof of such register or certificate, or duplicate 
copy, or of any entry therein respectively, or of 
such copy. 



,74. The Secretary to the Local Government 
shall, at the end of every 
quarter in each year, se­
lect from the certificates 
of marriages forwarded to 

Ttan-"mission of certifi­
cates or certAin mnrringes 
to Secretary oC Stnte for 
Jnclin. 

. him during such quarter, 
the rertificat~s of the marriages of ,which the 
Govel'llor General of India in Council may desire 
that evidence shall be transmitted to England, and 
forward the same certificates signed by him to 
the Secretary of State for India, for the purpose 
of being delivered to the Registrar General of 
Birth~, Deaths, and Marriages. 

i5. The Local Government shall determine 

l'ccs. what fees shall be charg-e­
a hie unde1· this Act for 

the 1·eceipt and publication of notices of marriages, 
the issue of certificates of marriage and the 

registration of marriages by Marriage Hegistrars, 
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and for the entry of protests with, OJ' prohibi­
tions of, the issue of marriage certificates by .the 
said Registrars, 

for searchin.,. reaister books, or certificates, or 
d . " " f uphcates, o1· copies thereo , 

and for the issue of copies of entries in the same 
under sections fifty-seven and seventy-two, 

and may from time to time vary or remit such 
fees eitl1er t:enerally or in S)Jecial cases as to it 
may seem fit. ' l · 

i6. The Local Government may make rules in 
r~gard to the disposal of 

Power to make rules. the fees mentioned in sec-
tion seventy-five, the supply of registe1· books, and 
the preparation and submission of returns of 
marriages solemnized under this Act. 

SCHEDULE I. 

NoTICE oF lVlAnmAaE. 

To a Minister [of 

I hereby give you notice that a marriage is intended to be had, within thr<!e calendar months fr.om 

the date hereof, between me and the other party herein named and described (that is to say) :-

I )· Church, ehnpel or District in which 
Rnnk or Dwelling- Length of plncc of wursl1ip the other pnrly 

. Nnmes. Condition . Age. in which the resides, whrn the 
- profession. plnce. residence. mnrringc is to Uc pnrtics dwell in'. 

•olcmnizcd. different districts. 

~ ~ 

:§ 
... ":l 

~ clj ~ 

0 ..: ~ ~ ., c3 .. "' ...; s "' ~ 6 g> ~ 0 .. 
""' -.;, ~ -.;, . ., 

;; ... • 
~ ~ c3 C5' <o~ C':l .. 

"" ~ C'l Cj 

----------------------- "t:! ----- ;:: 

.... ~ .. ..::: 0 .. -.: .., 
t3 IJ-< 

0 '(;-" {:; ... ... } <:l ~ .. 
C!l ~ ... 

b <::1 "' ~ . ~ -::; ..::: 
"S ~ ..: Rl Cj 

0 ., ... .s ... ~ ~ .J:i 0 

~ ~ ~ 
0~ 

~ ~ C'l 

Witness my hand, this day of set•P.IIty-one 

(Sigried) J.1li1ES Si'11ITH. 

(The Italics in this scbP.dule are to be filled 1111 liS the case may be and the blank division thereof is only to be filled 
1111 when one of the partiesJi,•es in another district.] ' 
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SCHEDULE IJ. 

REoisTnAn's CEnTIPICATE. 

I, 

do hereby certify. tha~, on lite day of . , ~otice was duly entered in my Marriage Notice 
Book of the marnn"'e mtended between the parlles therem named and described, delivered under the hand 
of ~ one of the parties (that is to say):-

Names. 

.... 
~ 
:: 

<rJ 
::; 
:; 

~ 

Condition. 

.· ;:; 
s 
~ 
~ 

Rnnk or 
Profession. 

..: 
~ 
::: .. ::. 
(l 

Age. 

..; 
~ 

~ 
~ 

Dwelling. 
plnec. 

....; .. 
~ 
':! 

@ 
<!;)~ 

Length of 
residence. 

.; .... 
{i 
<':) 
C'l 

---------------1-------

.... 'S .. 
~ 

.. ::! 

~ 
() 

~ s 
(!! .: -., ~ ~ 
~ 

., c 
·~ s .;: ::: 

-:::: 
~ ~ ., 'S 

~ ~ .. .. 
"'1 () 

0~ ~ 
C'l 

Church, chapel, or 
place of worship 

in wl1ich the 
mnrringc is 

to be solemnize<!. 

District in which 
the other pnrty 

resides, when the 
parties dwell in 

different districts . 

and that the declaration required by section 
It duly made by the said (James Smith). 

of "The Indian Christian Man·iage Act, 1871," has beeu 

Date of notice entered 
Date of certificate given 

Witness my hand, this 

} 
The issue of this certific11te has not been prohibited by any 

person authorized to forbid the issue thereof. 

day of sevenly·o11e. 

(Signed) 

This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or before the day of 

(The Italics in· the schedule ~re to be filled up as the cnse may be, and the blank division thereof 
is only to be filled up when one of the parties lives in another district.] 

vr.-50 
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SCHEDULE III. 

Fomr oP REGISTER OF lVL~RniAGES. 

Qua,·terly Returns 

of 

MARHTAGES 

for 

(Calcutta. 
The Archdeaconry of • ·-< 111adras. 

LBomhay. 
(Calcutta,! 

I, , Regis trar of Archdeaconry of ~ Jl1adms, ;- do hereby certify 
LBombay,) 

that the anne~ed are correct copies of the Original and Official Quarterly Returns of iVJ arriages 

(Calcnlta,l 
within the t\rchdeacomy of -< .Madras, r. as made and transmitted to me for the quarter commencing 

LBombay,) 

the day of' ending the day of in the year of 

,,ur Lord 

[Signature of Regist1·m·. ] 

(Calcutta. 
Registrar of the Archdeaconry of-{ Jliadras. 

LBambay. 

( A llalwbnd, 

MAHIUAGES solemnized at< BBarr~llclhf' 0re, 
1 urez y, 
l Calcutta, &"c., &-c. 

Wn£1> )L\Iumm. 

.., 
h c ;... 
" ~ " " ... ..,. ~ 

N,\::\11~5 OF 
jl ,\ltTJES. 

:j .; 
l:i 

" E 
" 5 00 

.; 
0 ·c 
:; 

.; " ., 0 
< u 

.; 
en 
-~ 
~ .; a a ..... " 0 E 
" ~ 

-~ ·E "" 
g 

" ~ 1l 
e -:: "' ~ 

~ 
~ s ... 
" g 0 

" "' .. u 
"' " 0 "' " " .. 

"" 3 ~ " ..:> 
= ~ 
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'T· .. SCHEDULE IV. 

l\LultHAGE Rr-:crsTEil Booi;;. 

NA)IF.S OF P .\H.'l' I ES. I 
WIIEX MARnr~;u. Age. 

I 
Condition. Rn.nk m· Rc~itlcncc nt the time Father's name null 

I 
profession. of tnnninge. sut·unmc. 

Christian. Surnmm:. 

--

1 
I I I 
I 

I I 
I 

Day. MonlhJ Year. i 
I 

" I 

- ------ I 
J ames .•• •• ••. IV!tile .. ... : • . :!G !Jem·s ... . . . 1Vido!L'C7' •a o o Cttrz>enle7' •••. Agra • •• • .. •• •• • . William TVhitc. 

' 

I 
I 

I Jl[artlta • •• ••• Duucnn •.. . • . 17 ycm·s ••••• • Spinster . · • • • • . .. . .. Ag1'a • · •.· • • • • •• • • 
1 

Jolm DmlCI/11. 

I 
I 

I· 

I I 

I : 

! 

Married in the 

l ' J o!tn Smith. 
t in the presence of us ·( 
J John G1'eel1. 

\ .trunes TV!tite, 
. · d bdwccn U$ '} 

T hih marrmge was ,;olcnuuzc ( Jllarllw Duucau, } 

........ 

.... 
""-1 
c..v 

~· 

:'"' 



Number. WHE~ ?tfARRIED. 

Day. Month. Year. 

. 
- ------

1 

. 
. 

·i 

! 

Married in the 

/ 

SCREDU LE 1 V.-continued. 

CERTIFICATE 011 1\'JARRIAGE • 

. 
NAMES CF PARTIES. 

Rnnk or 

I 
Age. Coudi~ion . profession. 

Christian. Surname. 

... 
4 ' 

James .•..•.•• White ...... •· ~6_years •.•.•. Widmcer · · • • • · Carpmter .... 
-

Mal'tlla ..•.•. Duncan •.•••. 17 yeal's ...... Spins tel' . .• .. . .. .... 

I 

I 

I 

I 
. 

This ruarriag~ was solemnized 
· { James W!tite, } 

between us • · in the presence of us 
i11a.rllla Duncan, 

· '1 

Ucsidcnce nt the time 
of marriage. 

Ag1·a •••••••••••. 

Agm . .. ···· ····· 

' 

{ 

John Smith. l 
. John Green. j 

J'nthcr'• name and 
surname. 

William IVI!ite . 

Jolin Duncan • 

._1. 

....... 
"'-­
>!>-



) 
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SCHEDULE V. 

ENACTMENTS lhl'llALED. 

Number nnd year. 1'itlc. Extent of Ropo:Ll. 

Statute 58, Gco. 3, cnp 84.. . . A n Act to remove doubts ns to the vnliuity of The whole. 
ccrtnin mnrringes hnd nnd solemnized wtthin 
the llritish territories in India. 

Statute 14 & 15, . Vic., cnp 40.. An Act for 1\farringes ir, India .• The whole. 

Act Y. of 1852 A"n Act for giving effect' to the provisions of an The whole. 
Act of Pnrliament passed in the 15th ycnr of 
the reign of Her present Majesty intitulcd 
"An Act for Marriages in India." 

Act V. ofl865 .... . ..... .. The Indian Maninge Act, 1805 •. The whole . 

Act XXII. of 1866.. . . . . .. . . An Act to extend the Indian l\farrin::e Act, The wl.olc. 
181i5, to the Hydcrabnd Assigned Districts 
and the cantonments of Sccnudcrabad, 'l'ri-
mungerry ami Aurnngabnd. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

TuE law relating to the solemnizati01i in India of matTi<~ges of persons professing the Christian r~li­
gion is at present distributed ovct' two En!,:li sh Acts of Parliament and three Acts of the Indian Lcgts-
la tln·e. · 

The object of this Bill is to reduce into a smaller compass and simplify the existing law on this subject 
by the consolidation of the di{l:'erent enactments referred to, and at the same time tu amend the law i.n those 
matters in which it has been shown to be defective. · 

For example, by Act V _ of 1865 it is provided that marriages between Native Christians shall he 
va lid where the ages of the contractin(\' parties are not les• than sixteen and thirtc,en years, respectively, 
n,nd where they do not stand in relation to each other within the prohibited degrees of cl)nsanguinity or 
aflinity. 

It has been vPry forcibly representerl by the President and several .Members of the Bengal Christian 
Association tln!t this provi,;ion of the law works injuriou~ ly by fn·cin~ the children of Native Christian 
parents from the control which all other parents can legally exercise over their sons and daughters ere 
the latter have attained their majority. 

. The Bill requires the consent of the parents or guardians of Native Christian~ to a marriage between 
them, where the age of either of the parties about to contract such marriage is les~ than eighteen years, 
excPpt in cases in which the minors have. been altogether separated from their parents or natural guardians, 
and by reason of such separation are not properly subject tu their control. 

There is also some ambi~uity in regard to the provisions of the law respecting the submission of 
return~, and the disposal of the records of the registration of marriages solemnized between Native 
Christian• · 

. The Bill lays down distinctly how such marriages are to be l'<'cot·ded in ,;11 cases, and provides for the 
d1sposal of the.rccord. It als o substitutes for the fixed rates of fees in respect of marriages solemnized by 
or before .Mamage Registrars , a power to the Local Govcmment to regulate such fees and theit· remission; 
and, lastly, extends the Marriage Law to all places witlriu the territorit•s of Native Princes in alliance with 
Her lVlnjesty, in respect of marriages between British subjects professiug the Christian religion. 

Simla, Tile 2nd October 1871. 
(Signed) F. H. CocKERELL. 

H. S. CcN::-IINGIIAli, 

Officating Secretary to tl1e Council of tile Govtr11or 
Generalfor malting Luu;s and Rcgulatio11S-
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