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PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 F HI E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N 0 I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The fullowin!! Dill was introduced into the 
Coundl of the Govemo1· General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws ami Begulations on the 
30th December 1870, and was referred to a ::::elect 
Committee with instruclions to make their report 
there::m in six weeks:-

Bill No. 36 oi 1870. 

THE INDIAN ARMS BILL. 
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A Bill to Consolidate tlte law nlatiny to Cannon, 
Arms, and Ammunition. 

WHEIIBAS it is expedient to consolidate the law 
bl relating to the manuracture, 

Prcam c. importation, and ~ale of can-
non, arms and ammunition, and the right to keep 
and use the same; lt is hereby enacted as follows:-

I.-Preliminary. 

Short title. 

Local extent. 

Exclusions. 

1. This Act may be 
called "The Jndian Arms 
Act, 1871." 

2. This Act extends t.o 
the whole .of Britioh India. 

But nothing in this Act 
applies to:-

(a.) Cannons, l1owitzers or mortars forming 
part ef the ordinary armau1ent of a vessel, or 

· (b.) Sulphur kept or sold in reasonable quan
tities for medicinal purposes. 

This Act shall" come into operation on the pass
ing thereof, and shall remain 

C?mmcnccmcnt and in force until the Governor 
conttuuancc of Act. G I . C .1 b . enern m ounc1 , y noti-
fication in the Gazette of India, otherwise orqer•. 

3. The Acts mentioned 
Repcal.of Acts. in the schedule hereto an

nexed shall be repealed ." 

But all permissions given, licenses granted, 
orders made, ar.d notifications publish!'d under any 
Act hereby repealed shall be deemed to ue respec
tively giv~n, granted, made and published under 
this Act. 

Interpretation-clause. 
4. In this Act-
" cannon" includes howit· 

zers and mortars: 

" arms" includes fire-arms, bayonets, swords, 
daggers, spears and. spearheads; and 

"ammunition" includes percussion caps, sulphur, 
grapeshot, cartridges und gunpowder. 

II.-Ma11ujaclure and Possession of Ctumon. 

l1anufncturc of can
non, wiihout authority of 
Go~ernwent, prohibited. 

5. No person, unless au
thorized by Government, 
shall manufacture uny 
cannon. 

6. No person shall, without tl1e permission of 
Poncuion or cannon the Local Gol'emm~nt, l1ave 

w!t~ut permiuion pro- in his p~sscssion any cannon 
btbtted. except m the course or his 
duty as a public officer of Government. 

'l. Whenever the .Local .GQvernment permits 
Such permission to be any person to possess any 

in-writing, a11d to. ape- cannon, such permission shall 
cify number penwtted. be in writin.,. signed by a 
Secretary tQ the Government, a;d shall specify 
the number of cannon which such person is per-
m,itted to pos.sess. · 

-A fee of fifty rupees shall be paid on the deli· 
very of such written permission. . . · · 
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]Jl.-Manufacllll"C 1111d Sale qf Anns. 

H. No person shall manu· 
:'llnnufnctnring or factttre, repair, or ~('II, or 

clcalm"' in arms nnd am- 1 
mnnitlou without li· keep or expose for s:t e, any 
ccnsc Jlfohibitcd. arms, 

or shall manufacture or sell, or hcp or expose 
for Eale, any ammunition, 

r t • deal./ ' except under a l!t;ense to mnnunl(" ut:e m 
in arms or amnnnut10n, us the ca~e nm) he. 

g, Licenses to manufacture or deal in arms or 
· ammunition may be granl~d 

Lircn•rs by "hom to by a Magistrate, or by an 
be grnntctl. Officer authorized by the 
Governor Gen~ral of India in Council or by the 
Executive Government to grant such licensr~. 

1 Q, Licenses ..,ranted under section nine shall 
, . " be in the form pre~cribed by 

l'orm of hcc,~sc .. the Governor General of In-
dia in Council, and shall be engrossed on a stamp· 
cd paper of the value of ten rupees. 

The stamped paper shull ue furnished by the 
person aj•plying fo1' the license. 

A separnte license shall be taken out for the 
sale of sulphm. . 

11. Every person to whom . such license i~ 
. granted shall put up a board 

Ltcc.nsc~ to put up n in a conspicuous J•art of his 
bonrtl m lns shop. · . 

shop or usual place of busi-
ness, and cause to be paintecl thereon in lar~e 
letters in the vemacula1· of the District the words 
" Liceused tn" maimfaclure or deal in arms or 
ammunition," as the cuse may be. 

12. Licenses granted under section nine shall 
ue in force for one year 

Durntiou of license. from the date thereof and no 
longer. 

· 13. Evl'ry person licenserl to ntanufacture ot· 

Entries to be made by 
lircoscd mnuufncturcrs 
or uculcrs. 

deal in anns, or ammunition, 
shall enter in n book to be 
kepr. by him for thut p~r
posc, 

(a.) ar: account of all the stock-in-trude from 
time to tim~ in his poss~ssion ot· nuder his control, 

(b.) the name and address of every purchaser 
of arms or ammunition sold by him, and . 

(c.) the nature, .d~scriplion and quantity. fj,. 
SUCh arms or alliiUUUlllOU. f"\ 

Such book shall be open ut all times to inspec-
Inspcctiou of book tion by the Magistrate or 

· other Otncer duly authorized 
by . Government. in that behalf, and lie may t~kc 
cop1es of ull cntnes therein contained. 

14. The Magistrate or other Officer authorized 
. as aforesaid may at any f InsJ>cctton of deniers' . • . 1~1e 

premises. enter any premises m wluch 
arms. or ammunition are 

manufactu.red or kept by any !i~ensed manufactul"er 
or dealer m arms or ammumt10n in o1·der to · 
spect his stock~ht-trnde. . 1 · Ill· 



! 5. Any license crrantrd under section nine 
Itcvocntion of liccn•c ~nay be ~ranted subject to 

to mnnufnctmc ur den\ such condition~ as are thought 
in nnus or ammunition. nece~sary, and may be re
voked 01' suspended by the Ofliccr authorized to 
grant such licen~cs whenever he thinks tit. 

1 V • ...,-lmpor/ation of Caunol! ond A 1'1/IS, 

I (l. Except for the public service, no cannon, 
Cnunon nntl nrmsntH\ Ul'ms, anlmuuition or ~alt

:nnmmntton not to he pelre shall be im 1 •ort€d, 
imp~rtcd without li- eith•·r by sea <>I' by l:111d, into 
•·cnsc. India except under a license 
from the Governor General in Council, or from 
so111e Ollicer authorized in that behalf by the 
Governor GenPral in Council. 

I i. The pi'Ovisions of section sixteen do not 
Impo•tntion of arms extend to arms or ammuni

an~l ammunition for tion import "d by any person 
tll'lvntc usc. in rcasouable quantilies for 
hi; own private use; but the Collector of Customs 
may ut any time detain such arms o1· ammunition 
until ho receivt!S the orders of Government thHeon. 

V.-'Ji·anspm·t of Anns. 

!8. The GovernOI' General in Council muy 
Power to prohibit from time to time by order 

trnnspurt of nrms, and pruhibit I he transport of 
ammunition. any ann~, amntunition, lend, 
s:tltpetre, or 111ilitary stores, or uf au_v particular 
description of arm.;, ammunition, or milit•ry stores, 
ii·01n one part of India to another, 

or the tmnspnrt thereof in any particular direc
tion to be specified in the order, 

o1· prohibit the trun-; port thereof except accord
ing to such rules and conditions as 111ay be specified 
in the order. 

and the Local Government slmll have the like 
powe1· within the territories under its govern111~nt 
or administration. 

Every such order may be cancelled by the 
authority by which it was made. 

I 9. i'\othing in section t•ightccn extends to 
Armsnnolnmmnnition arms and ammunition trans

trnnsportd fo,. privutc ported by any person in 
usc. reasonable qnantiti•·s fo1· his 
own private use in any District or plac~ not ordcrt•U 
o_r liable to he disarmed under this Act. 

Vl.-Can·yir;y .·11-ms. 

20. Any person found can·ying or conveyin:r any 

,4~ \rrcst of persons con
~~ eying :nms, &c., under 
sustJicious circumstances 

urms, amnmnition, 01· mili
tiu·y stores, in such a manner 
ot' undCI· such circumstances 
as ~o afford just grounds of 
suspicion that the same are 

heing carried by him with intent to use them, 
ur that the same may be used for any unlawful 
purpose dangerous to the public peace, may be 
apprehended without warrant by any other person, 
and detained in custody in order that he may be 
dealt with according to luw. 

Any person apprehended .by a person not being 
Proc~dure whore or- a Magistrate, Deputy Mag!s

rest made by person not trate, or Assistant to a Magts· 
a Magistrate or a police trate, or Police Officer, shall 
officer. be delivered over as soon as 
possible to 11 Police Officer. 
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All persons apprehended hy or delivered to a 
Police Officer under the pr'lvisions of Lhis section 
shall be curried before a i\'lagist1:atc Ol' other Offi
cer competent by law to pumsh them f•>r the 
off~ncc or tn commit them for trial. 

2!. Any person going armetl with o•· currying 
. . nny orms wi1hout huvi1w ob· 

ptsarmmg pcrs~ns tainf·tl a lit:t'l\SP. frun1 a eo i\J a· 
gowg armed or crlt·rymg: . . l O . 
anus without" li.:cusc. !!IStr.atc 01 ot1er tticer au-

thonzed by the Governor 
General in Council or th~ Local Govemment a~
tlwrizin,.· him to cal'l'y arms, shall be liahle to 
be disa1:'mcd by any Magistrate, Joint Magistrate, 
or Deputy tl;l ;ogistratc, or Assistant to a i\1 agis
t rat•·, •·r by a l'olice Officer, if, in rhe jud~ment 
of such Magistrate or other Oflic~r as aforesaid, 
it is dan::en.us to the public peace to allow sud1 
person to go armed or to can·y arms. 

E:.emption•. 

(a.) Oflicers, 
Cotnmissioned, Non· 

Commi.:ssiunc,(, and 
Wnrr:mt Ofliccrs, SJI
clicrs nml Sailors, 

22. The provisions of the 
sections twenty and twenty
one do not apply to-

Non-Commissioned Officers, 
·warrant Officers, Soldiers, 
and Sailors in the Militarv 
or Naval i:ie1vice of H;1. 
MajPst,v, in 1espect of nrms 

and ammunition 
public servic<J : 

kept by them lor u:;e in t~e 

Volunteer•. 
(b.) Members of Volun

teer Corp~, in respect of such 
arms und ummunition: 

(c.) Police am! llcvenne Officers ami other per
sons, in re;,pect of anus and 

Police nu<l ltcvcnuc · · f · 1 1 b 011icc•·•· , ammumtlon urms le( y 
Go\'ernment for usc in tl:e 

public service or provided by themselve~ with the 
s:\nclion of Government for such use; ot· 

(d.) sud1 other persons, <·lasses of persons, Dis-
Other •crsous. tricts or parts o~ District,:, 

I as the Local Gcvemment 
by notification in the olfi,·ial (3azette, Jrom timt: 
to time exempts from such provisions. 

2J. Lict-n•es to carry m·ms may be g'ranted by 
Grnnt nn•t rcvot•:olion any l\'lagi,:trate or other 

or suspension ofliccnsc• Officer sp••cially authorized 
to carry nrous. by the Governor-General 
in Council or the L•,cal Government to grant 
such licenses, and may be revoked or suspended by 
any per.on authorized to grant such licen~e when
ever he thinks tit. 

24. The license shall be in the form pre
scribed in this belmlf by the 

l'orm or license. Go•·er•wr-GcnentlinCouncil. 

25. The license shall state whether its opera
License to state lion is limited to the licensee 

whether it nwlics to <'r whether it extends to unv 
licensee's followers. of his follower.,, ' 

In the latter case the number of the licensee':! . 
followers, and the number und description of arm~ 
to be carried by each of such follower;; sh11ll be 
specified. 

Every such license m11y be granted subject to 
Conditions of rant. such condition~ (if any) as . 

g the grantor tlunks fit; ond 
on breach of any such condition, or on failure to 
comply therewith, the license shall beco~ void. 



26. Whenever a Magistrate has reason to 

Search nnd seizure of 
Rrms nml ammunition 
in certain cases. 

believe that any p~rson re
~iding within the !oral limits 
of his jurisdiction has in his 
tioss~ssion any arms or am

munition for any 11nlawful purpos~, 

or that such person ca11not, in the. judgment 
of the Mdgistrate, be left in the possc~s1on of any 
such arm:; or ammunition, without danger to the 
public peal'e, 

such Magistrate, having first recorded the 
grounds of his belief, may t·ause a search to be 
made of the house or premises occupird by such 
per~on, or in which the M:ng.is.tmtc has r~ason to 
belie,•e such nrms or nmmumt10n are or IS. to be 
found, and may seize and detain the snmc 10 safe 
cu~tody fur such time as he thinks necessary. 

The search in ~uch case shall be conducted by or 
in the presence of the Magistrate, or _by or in the 
presence of a Joint or Deput~ 1\'la\!IStrate, 01' a. 
European As~istant, or by .o~ m th~ . presence of 
some .European Officer, CIVIl or !Vllhtary, to be 
specially empo\\·ered by Government. 

VJL-Disarma>J1ent. 

27. The Governor General in Council or the Lo
cal Government may, when

ExcentiveGovrr~m~nt ever it appears necessary for 
may ortler nny. Dlstnct the 1mblic safdy, order that 
or pL~cc to be t!Isarmctl. p · D · t · t any rovmce, IS nc , or 
place shall be disarmed. 

26. In such Province, District, or place, ns 
Possession of nrms w~\l .as in any ~rovin~e, 

1u11\nmmunition without D1stnct, or place m winch 
license prohibite<l. an order for n general $earch 
for arms bus been issued under Act No. XXVIII. 
of J 857 it shall not be lawful for any person to 
have in 

1

bis possession without a license any arms 
or ammunition. 

:m. Licenses to have in posse$siun any arms 
or ammunition may be grant-

Grant of license•, &e. cd by any Magistrate Ol' 

other Officer specially authorized by the Governor 
General in Council or the Local Government to 
«rant suth licenses, and may be revoked or sus
pended by any Officer autho1·ized to grant such 
licenses, whenever be thinks fit. 

'l'hc licen~~ shall be in the form prescribed in 
this behalf by the Governor General in Council or 
by the Local Government. 

30. When any person has a license from 
the Magistrate of the .Dis-

License to travellers trict or place at which l1e 
to carry nra:s. resides, or may be, to carry 
on a journey such arms as the Magistrate consi
ders rei\Sonable for his private use, and obt:1ins 
from such Magistrate a hcense stating-

the name and address of such person, 

the route by which he intends to proceed, 

the time which such journey is expected to 
occupy, and · 

the arms which be ~s permitted to carry, 

such license shall have the samE' force and effect, 
according to its tenor, in every District or place 
specified therein, as if leave to go armed had been 
granted by the Magistrate of s~ch District or place.· 
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31 In every Province, District, o1· place whic.h 
· the Governor Geueral 111 

Publicntion of ortlcr Council or the Local Go
for tlisarruing. vernment orders to be dis-
armed such order shall be published in the Gazette 
;if India Ol' in the Loca I Gazette, and shall a !so be 
made public in surh other manner as the Governor 
General in Council Ol' the Local Govemment 
directs. / ~, 

32. The Macristrnte or other Officer men-
"' tioneu in the order may 

Power to sear~!~ for search or cau~e to be ~earch
nrms nutl nmmmntlon. ed any house or premises ?C-
cupied by any person reasonably suspected ofha vmg 
in his poss~s~ iun or custudy any an~s or. mnn.m
nition without such license as aforesaid, or m wluch 
the M aaistrate lws reason to believe that any such 
a1·ms or"' ammunition are or is concealed. · 

33. The search shall be conducted by or in 

Scm·ch. the pr~senr.e of the 1\'la
gistrale, or by or in the pre· 

scnce of a .T oint or Deputy Magistrate or Euro
pean ,'\ s, istanr, or hy or in the pr~sence of so me 
European Oflicer, Civil or Military, appointed by 
Govel'llmenl to conduct such searches. 

All arms and ammunition found on such search 
shall be confiscated. 

34. Nothing in this P a rt applies to any 
Exemptions. person Ol' person~ cxe!npt-

ed by the authonty ol the 
Governor General in Council or of the Local Go
vernmC'nt of the p1·oclaimed District, Ol' by any 
European Officer serving in such District . duly 
authorized by the Local Government on that beha!i'. 

VJ I I.-Penalties. 

35. Whoever, not being authorized by Govern
l'or mnnufncturing ment, manufactures any can· 

cnnnon without au- non, shall be liable to a fim· 
thority. not · exceedin« one thousami 
rupees, or to imp1·isonment for a tc';'·m not exceed
ing three ye!lrs, or to both. 

36. 'Whoever, without the permission of the 
For. possessing. c.un- L_ocal Government, has in 

non w1tb?ut permiSSIOn. Ius. possession any cannon, 
except m. the course of Ius duty as a public Officer, 
shall be hable to a fine not exceeding· five hun
dred rupees for every such cannon. 

37. Whoever manufactures, repair>, sells, or 
~or mnnufactu~ing or keeps Oi' ex poses for sale, 

s.cllmg arms w1thout any arm~ or nmmunitio~ 
hecnsc. without such license as- '§.-;· 
mentioned in section nine, or contrary to any ~f 
the conditions contained in such license shail be 
liable .to a .fine not exceeding five hund/cd rupees, 
or to 1mpnsonmcnt for a term not exceeding two 
years, or to both. 

f\ll arms and am.mun!tion belonging to the 
otfend~1· shall ~e fcrfe1ted 1f the convicting Court 
or Officer so d1rects. 

38. Any person to whom such license has been 
On licensee omitting granted omitting to put up 

to put up board. in a conspicuous part of h · 
sh~p or us.ual pl~ce of ~usiness,. a board inscribe~ 
ns ts mentioned m ~ectlon eleven, . shall be liable 
to n fine not exceedmg one hundred rupees. · 



·39, Any person, to w·hom such li<:ense has not 
been granted m the man-

I>or .rutting _up n ner prescribed, putting u.p 
lbonrdw1thout n hcense. such board as aforesaid in 
his shnp or usual place of business, shall be liable 
~o a fiue not e:~tceeding one hundre!!. rupees. 

40. Any person k~owingly ~r~hasingany arms 
. . 01· ammumt10n from any per· 

..,. l'or knowmgly pur- son not licensed to ti~ll the 
''chnsiu~ nrms or ommu- l II b 1. bl {j 'nition n from no \IIlli- same, s Ja. • e ·Ia e to a . we 

ocnsedperson. not exceedmg one hundred 
rupees. 

41. Any 'person omitting or failing duly to 
'For fniling to 'keep keep such book as is men

book required IJy sec- tioned in 3ection thirteen, or 
tiou 13. to make therein all such en
tr.ies as ar-e •hereby required, 

and any person preventing or obstructing U1e 
inspection of such book, or making a false entry 
therein, 

shall be liable for every such ol'l'ence to a fine 
not exceeding f1ve hund·red rupees, in addition to 
double the value of any arms or ammunition sold 
of which he fails to make su~h enta·y, or respecting 
which he lnakes a false entry. 

If the offender be licensed to manufacture or 
deal in arms or ammunition, he shall a-Lso forfeit 
his license it' the cen.victing Magistrate St1 directs. 

42. Any manufacturer or_ dealer intenti?nally 
I>or wilful conrenl- concealu.g from a l.Vlagastrate 

mcnt by mnnufncturcr or other Otficer, entering his 
of nrms. !•remises under section !'our
teen, any part of his stock-in-trade, or wilfully rc
fu sino· to point out where the 8amc is kept, •hnl1 be 
liabl~ to a fine .not exceedinlJ; five hundred rupees, 
or to im,prisonment for a .tern a not. exceeding two 
years, or to both fine and imprisonment, 

and any m·ms or ammunition belonging te st~h 
person may be seized and ~hall be confiscated if 
the .convicting Magi~trate so directs. 

43. Any person importing or atte111pting to 
. . import either by sea OT by 

. ~or ttfporf~ng nrms land into India withoutsuch 
wt 1011 1ccns · license as is mentioned 111 

!'ect·ion sixteen any cannon, arm~, ummunition, or 
saltpetre, 

or knowingly concealing any ~annon, arm~, am· 
munition, or sal~petre imported Without ~uch license, 

shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three years,or to fine not exceeding one 
thousund rupees, or to both.; 

} md the articles so impor.ted shall be confi~cated 
1. the convictin~ Ma~istrate so directs. 

N othin" in the former part of this section ap
plies te a;ms or ammunition imported by any per
son in reasonable quantities for his own private u~e. 

44. Any person tran•portiug or causing to 

F 
. be tr.m~ported, or attempt-

or transportmg arms · t 
.contrnrv to order. 111g to ransport, or cause to 

· be transpCJrted, any arms, 
ammunition, lead, saltpetre, or nailitu·ry stores con
trary to any order ma<le under ~>ection eighteen, or 
to the rules and conditions specified therein, shall 
be liuble to a fine not exceeding five hundred ru
pees, or to imprisonment for a. term not exceeding 
thr-ee years, or to both, 
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and the articles transported or attempted to be 
t·ransported shall be confiscated. 

Any person by concealment or other device 
trans~orting or cau>ing to \,e tmnsported, or at
temptmg to trans~o;t or cause to be transported, 
such arm~, a!lm1un~t~on, lead, •altpetre, or military 
storeE, shall, m addmon to the fine h~reby provided, 
be liable, upon conviction, to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding seven yeaa·s. 

Nothing in the former part of this section ar
plies to arms or ammnnition tran•ported by any 
person in rensonnble quuntities for his private use 
in any District 01' pluce not erdered to be disarmed. 

45. Whoever, after the expimtion of the time 
l'or poosessing nrms mentioned in nny order pub

i~ district ordered to be lished under section thirty-
disarmed. ••ne in any Province, Dis- , 
trict, or place to which that section applies, 

or who in any Province, District, or place in 
which an order for a g~neml s~arch for arm~ has 
been issued, and is still in operation, 

has in hi3 possesi~n or custody any arms o1· 
ammunition without such license as is mentioned 
in section twenty-nine, 

shall be liahle to he imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding two yea1·s, or to fine not exceeding 
or;ae thousand rupees, or to both. 

4-6. If on any such search being mnde under 
. ·the provision~ of section 

For refusmg_ to JlTO- twenty-six or thirty-two any 
clucc or conccalmg 1\rtns . h • " • 1· • .. c;: ~ senrchccl for. p_etson, avm., m 11~ po.se. -

. , saon or power any ~uch arms 
or ammunataon, or knowing where such arms or 
ammunition arc conc·enled, refu"e to produce or point 
out the samP. to the Ofiicer making the search, 

or if any person intentionally conceals or attempt,; 
to conceal uny such arms or ammunition, 

such person may be apprehended without war
rant, unci shall be liable to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years, or to fine not exceedin~ 
one thousand rupees, or to both. 

<17. Whoever assaults or resists any per~ on 
in the execution of any 

. ~·'or nssmalting .or re- powea· vested in him by this 
BIStm::.nny pcr.au 111 the Act shall be liable to a fine 
executiOn of power con- ' . 
fcrred by Act. not excee<hng ~wo .hundred 

rupees, or to ampnsonment 
for a ten11 not exceeding six months, or to both. 

48. Wh,Jever abets within the meaning of the 
For abetment. In~ ian Penal Code an.v 

ollence unde1· this Act ~hall 
be liable to the punishment hereby pr•n·ided t'oa· 
such ofl'ence. 

49. If any oflence which by this Act is made 
Sumtuary jurisdiction punishahl11 with fine, or with 

in rC$pect of certain tine and imprisonment not 
?ffenet~commit~cdwitb- excecdiu~ six months, i~ 
111 Prcslllency 1uwn~. committed by any person 
within the local limits of the ordinary original 
criminal jul'isdiction of the Hiuh Courts at Fort 
William, M udms, or llombay, :uch offence shall be 
puni~hable upon summary conviction by any Polile 
Mag1strate. 



50. No conviction, order, or judgment under 
. the last preceding section 

Com•iction to be ~hall be quashed for error of 
quashed on mcriu only. form or proeedur~, but only 

on the merits; 

and it shall not be nece~sary to state on the face 
of the conviction, ot·der, or judgment the evidence 
on which it procec:'ds, 

but the depositions tuken, or a copy of them, 
shall be returned with the conviction, o~der or 
judgment in obedience to any m•i·t of ccrtiorm·i, 

and if no jurisdiction appears on the face of. 
the conviction, order, or judgment, but the deposi
tions taken supply that defect, the conviction, 
order, or judgment shall be aided by what so ap
pears in such depositions. 

· 51. All other offences punishable under this 
All other offences Act which are committed 

committed in Presidency within the local limits of 
Towns punisl>able by the ordinar,)t orirrinal crimi
High Court. . nal jurisdiction ~f the High 
Courts at Fort William, Madras, aBel Bombay,.sl!alt 
be punishable by such Court. 

s·) All lipes imposed under this Act may be 
recovered, if for. . offences. 

Rccoyery of fines. committed outside the local 
limits of the towns of Cal

cutin, 1\ladras, and Bombay, in the manner pre
scribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure, and i£ 
for offences committed within those limits, in the 
munner prescribed by any Act r~gulatin~ · the 
Police of those towns in for.ce for the time being. 

;)3. Any fine or penalty levied from any person. 
Hcwnr!ls to informers. CO?victcd of an offence.undeJ' 

tins Act, or any porhon !Jf 
such fine ~~· penalty, mny be awarded to the person 
on IVhose mforma(ion the conviction takes place. 

lX.-Misccllaneous. 

54. '!'he Governor General in Council or the· 
Seizure aud detention Local Government may at 

oC.ulphur by Govern- any time seize all sulphul' 
mem. in the possession of any per
son, and detain the same for such time as may be· 
deemed necessary lot· the public safety. 

55, No suit or other proceeding shall be 
::>loticc oud limitation commenced or prosecuted 

of suits. against any person for any. 
thing done in pursuance of this Act, without giv
ing him n n•10nth's previous notice in writingofthe 
intended proceeding and of the cause the•·eof, noP 
aflet· the expiration of thr~e months from the 
accruul of th~ _:a use of action or other proceeding. 

r.6. The Governor General in Council or the 

Power to lVithdraw 
]>art of District from the 
O(>eratioo or Act. 

Local Government may 
from time to time withdraw 
from the operation of nil or 
any of the provisions of this 

9J 
Act, any part or parts of any Distric.t or pi :_me; 
and may in like manner, as occa~10o requ•re~,. 
subj,ect the sam~.3%ain to the 9perauon of all ot' 
any of suclt proviSIOns. 

Act not to niter· or 
n!Tcct nny other lnw re
laLiug to licenses. 

5i .. Nothing in this r\ct. 
alters or pffects. any Ia w fur 
the time · be in~ in force re-
lating to .licen;es. . 

/'' 

58·. All licenses which tmiy by. this Act be
Grnnt of licenses i:n ~ranted by~ 1\'1 agi~t;,ate, may• 

Presidency Tonus. m the Pres1dency Io.wns be· 
granted 'by a Commissioner of: Polie~. 

· Number on.cb 
year. 

SCHEDULE. 

TITL~. 

XXXI. of 1860. An Act relating to the· manufacture, 
importation, nnd snle of Arms nnd: 
;lr.mmunition, and for regulating the· 
right to keep nml usc the snme, and 
to gi~· e po\1<er o£ disnrmiug in certain• 
cases. 

VI. of 1'865. An Act to continue Act No. XXXI. of 
1860 (rclntiog to the mnuufncture,, 
importntion, aud sale- of Arms nnd. 
Amnmnitiou, and for regulating the 
right to keep n>ld usc the same, nnd. 
to give power of disarming in certain 
cases). 

VI .. of 1866. An Act to continue Act No. XXXI. of 
1860 (relnting to the manufacture;. 
importation, and sale of Arms and 
Ammunition, and for regulating the· 
right to keep aml usc the snme, and 
to gi>'e power of disnrming in ccrtai11> 
cnses), nnd for other purposes. 

STATEMENT OF 0DJEOTS A.ND REASONS. 

The objeet of this Bill is merely to· consolidate· 
the three Aets in which the luw relating to Arms 
and Ammunition is now contained. 

The wordin~ and nrmngement of the law h:we· 
been improved, but no alteration has been made in 
its substance. · 

(Signed). 

Tl1e 16th December 18i0. 

W. RopiNSON. 

fl--
' •\ 

'VHITLEY STOKES, 

Secretary to the Govqrnment qf India .. 



The following Bill was introduced into t.he 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
put·pose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
6th January 1871, and wds r~ ferred to a ReJect 
Committee with instructions to made their report 
thereon in a month :-

Bill No. 1 of 1871. 

A Bill to facilitette t lte const1'1lCtion of TYorhs of 
Public Utility from Local and .il1m~icipal 

Funds. 

W IIEREAS it is expedient to facilitate the con· 
struction of works of pub
lic utility from Local ant! Prcnml.Jlc. 

Municipal F unds by means of advances to be 
made by the Government: It is hereby enacted 
:1s follows :-

1. This Act may be called "The Local Pu·b-
Short title. li-e Works Act U!70." 

Extent of Act. 
2. This Act shall 

extend to all parts of" 
British India. 

Interpretation·clnusc·. 3. In this Act-' 

" Advance" means an ad vance· macle under this 

· "Advance." 
Act,and includes all inter
est and charges payable 

to· the Government under this Act on account of 
such ad vance : 

" Fund" means aU monies received or receivable 

"Fnnt.l." 
on account o[ a Lc~al or 
Munic ipal F tmd from 

which an advance is to he repaid. 

" Add itional rate" means any rate or cess which 
. . , may be levied for the pur-

" Adtttonal rate. poses of a Local or M u-
nicipal F und ft·om which an advance is to be 
repaid. 

9!J 

" The person administerino·" ' includes all per
sons 

0

d uly authorized to· 
. "·~,he· person administer- receive, keep in deposit, or 
.mg. exp(<lld a Fund or an 

additional rate. 

4. If the person administerin~ any Public or 
Admnccs from Pi•ulic Municipal Fund desires 

reYcmtes for cnrr,ving out to obtain an advance from 
works of puhlic utility. the Goverument for the 
purpose of carrying out, or of assisting in carrying 
out, a work of pul!lic utility ,at the chari!e of such 
Fum.l, he may make an application to the Local· 
Hovernment foF such advance, and the Local Go-
f~ernment, aft':! r such inquiry as in each case it 
' may think desitable, if satisfied that such advance 

should be made, may authorize it to be made, 
subject to the provisions hereinafter contained. 

5. The Governor General in Council sliall 
from time to time make 

Governor General to rules for regulating all 
moke rules. ~ - 1 matters relatmg to t 1e 
makincr of such advances, and the ~aid rules shall 
provid~, amongst other things, for the following; 

1. The determination of the Local and Muni
cipal Funds to which this Act shall apply: 

2. The works for which ad vanc:es may be made 
under this Act: · 

VI.-3c 

3'. The manner of making applic~~:tions for 
advances ~ 

4. The mannev of conductin"' inquiries relative 
to applications:. 0 

5. The· mann~r of' record ina the conditions on 
which an advance is made·: 

0 

6. The manner and time of making advances: 

7. The inspection of 'vorks carried out under 
this Aet: · . 

8. The instalments by which advances shalL 
be. repaid, the interest to be charged on advances, 
and the manner and time of repaying advance~~o 
and diliCharging the iJ!terest. cbat·ged on· the 
same: 

9. Tbe determination of the charges that may 
be made in respect of' any advance, against the 
Fund fr0m which such advance is repayable, on 
account of the share of the· costs of the Govern
ment in giving effect to this· Act:· 

I 0. The manner of k'eeping and· auditing the· 
accounts of the expenditure of advances, of the 
repayment of tlie sanJe, and of' the· discharge of 
the interest thereon•: 

11. The amount thqt may from time to time 
be applied by the Loc•ll Government' ft'Om the 
public revenue~· for the pu&pose ol' rc.aking ad
vances. 

The said rules shall be published in• the Gazette 
of India, and wh~n so published all Courts shall 
take judicial notice of them. . 

6. The person from time to time administer-
. . . ing any Fund shall duly 

Obhgnttoa to repay ntl- repay and discharge such 
n nccs. ad vanr.e to the Govern
ment from such Fund, in.accordance with the con
ditions on \vhich it was made, and in preference 
to all other claims against such Fund. 

7. If at any time an advance be not repaid and: 
. dischar~ed in accordnncc 

If advance be not rcpattl,. with the conditions on 
Locnl Government may np· 1 · 1 · d 1 
point Officer to keep ~·untl. w IIC l It was ma e, t 1e 

LocaL Government may 
appoint an officer to take possession of and receive 
the whole or any specified part of the Fund in the 
place of the person for the time being administer
ing the same, and thereupon and so long as such .. 
ofliccr shall remain so appointed and to the extent 
directed by the Local Govt>rnment, the said person 
shall cease to have any authority to keep ot· receive 
the said Fund, and the receipt of such officer shaU 
be a suflicient discharge for aH demands- payable· 
to such Fund. 

The Local Government moy direct such officer 
to repay and discharge the advance as aforesaid 
from any amount so received. by him. All pay
ments made in that behalf by such officer shall be 
deemed to be a first charge against the said Fund, 
and the ~esidue only of any amount so . received, 
after making all such payments-, shall be repaid to 
the person administering the said Fund. 

9. If at any time an advance be not repaid and 
discharged, according to 

, Local Go,•crnmcn~ !Day the conditions on which it 
<hrect officer to atlminister ade and 1·rsuch ad-Funtl.. was m r 

vanc:e has been made sub-
ject to the candititioo that an additional rate shall ~e
levied to provide for the due repayment and diS-



charge of the advance, and if the person adminis
tering the Fund fails to levy such rate in the man
ner required under the said rules, the Local Go
vernment may order him to do all things needful 
for the levy of the said l'llte, and may appoint an 
officer to levy and receive the same. 

An officer so appoirited shall, so far as he shnll 
be authorized so tQ do by the Locnl Government, 
and for the purpose of levying and receiving ~uch 
rate, exercise all or any of the powers C\)mmonly 
,SO exercised by the. person administering the Fund, 
and in the place of such person ; and so long ns 
such officer remains so appointed anrl to the extent 
of the authority given to the said officer by the 
Local' Government, such person Ehall ce~se to 
exercise the said powers. · 

An additional rate levied and received under·ibis 
section shall be dealt with as though ' it had been 
received under the section next preceding. 

9. No advance under this Act shall exceed six 
, , times the gross income of 

. N? ad~llce to exceed the Fund received din·inu 
llX times mcomc of Fund. . ,. 

· the yeat· next precedmg 
that' in which the advance is authoriz~d by the 
Local Government. 

10. No person administering any Local m
Municipal 'Fund who is 

Money not to be bo~- not authorized by some 
rowed except under thJS . 
Act. • specml Jaw to borrow 

money on the security of 
such Fund shall borrow money on such security 
otherwise than in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act, 

STATB:UJ::NT . OP OBJECTS AND REASONS· 

The Government of India has reco"'nized the 
imJ?ortanqe offacilitating l? the utmost"'the prose· 
cutton of lo..,al works of Improvement, and has 
come to the conclu~ion that a system somewhat 
similar to that established under the Erwlish Pub
lic Works Loan Acts may be introduced in India 
with much advantage. The Government would 
make advances, to be repaid with interest in a 
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term of years, for works of certain cla~se~, the 
public utility of which was duly ascertamed. A 
certain maximum sum would be placed at the.co~
mand of the Local Govemments, to be applred rn 
muking such advances. on which they would ope
rate, the power of extending th.e a?vances to new 
objects being li)'ted by the obhgatron not to . ex
ceed that sum, that, when the whole authonzed 
sum was once a vanced, the earlier loans must be 
r,aid of!' before ~fresh ones could be made. 

It has been ruled, however, more than once re• 
cently, that it is not desirable to .g!ve the local 
hodies who deal with local or munrcrpal revenues 
independent powers of borrowing, and tha.t, when 
for any special reason it may be expedrent that 
fnnds should be bonowed for local objects, the 
Government itself should lend the money. This 
course has been followed ill several cases. 

But in most of these cases there is no means of 
gil•in(l' the Government a legal lien on the reve
nues 

0

011 the security of which the loans are made. 
A municipal body, or a person administering local 
revenues, has no power to do more than deal with 
the revenue as it is received, and cannot ·give any 
valid pledge that the incoma of future years shall 
be applied in a particular way, unless under express 
legislative authority, which certainly has no ex
istence in the case of most of the Local Funds in 
India. When the last Jaw regarding municipali
ties in the North-Western Provinces, •Act VI: of 
l!l68, Was passed, the power of bon·owing· WllM 

deliberately rejected by the Government of India 
and the Legislative Council. · 

The present Bill has therefor~ been prep a red in 
the Public Works Department m order to provide 
for the making of advances of public money for 
works of public utility to local or mnnici pal bodies, 

. obtoining at the same time valid security for· their 
repayment from the funds at the disposal of such 
l>odies. · 

(Signed) 
21st liJarclt 1870. 

R. STiiACIIEY. 

WmTLEY SToKEs, 
Secretary to tl1e "Go;;ernnient of ],;dia. 
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