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t}tt b 1 i !i h t tl b U ~ u t It o r i t U· 

THOHS DAY, 21 sT SEPTEMBER 1871. 

E@J' Sepm·atc paging is given to tliis Par!, in orda that it m.ay bc.fikd as a SCJiarat.: compilation. 

0 Ill S 0 F T B E C 0 V t:: iUH!H NT 0 F H\l D I A. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

The following Dill was intmduccd into the 
Council of the Governor Genera l of India for 

the purpose of making Laws aud Hcgnlations 

on the 5th Septembe 1· 1871, and was refer

red to a Select Committee with ins tructions to 

muke their report thereon in four weeks:-

Bill No. 21 of 1371. 

TilE PANJA'B LAWS niLL, 1871. 

Allll:\.NGEi\'lE:-<T OF SECTIONS. 

Prcnmbl~. 
Pni:a.I)ll!\"AH.Y. 

SECTION. 
I. Short titl~. 
2. Local extent. 

Commcnccm~nt. 
3. Lnw to be ndmini•tcrcd in the Punjab, 
4 . Vnlidity of local customs nod mercantile usn~c s. 
5. Repeal of enactments. 

PART I. 

:MoDIFICATION S O•' HINDu AND l\hnJA)I:.UDAN 

LAWS. 

Di&abilitie& 11nder nind•l anti ltluh<m11nad<r" Laws. 
6. Disnbiliti~s arcording to Hin<li1 or Muhnmrnadnn 

law not to nfl'cct inheritance. 

De&cent of J(ig!ttrs. 
7. Descent of J:lghlrs. 

vr.-38 

SECTION. 
Low of Jl1iuorit!J. 

8. l'rl'iod of legnl minority. 
V. Fnthcrs nnd gunrdian~ entitled to custody of 

children . 
10. l\Iinor of competent undcrstnnding may elect 

place of abode. 
11. Close of parental authority. 

GamGlin!J with Mi.w•-.7. 
12. Pcnalt.y fo1· gnruoliug with mino1·s , 

l:i . 
' 14. 

)5. 
!G. 
17. 

Luw of /Jet>·otlwl. 
Contmcts of llctrothnl. 
llolr terminn tccl. 
Uo w tcrrn iuatc<l if betrothed man marri"s. 
Actions lor brcnch of het1·othal contract. 
Grounds for non-fulfilmcut of betrothal c;,,,. 

tract. 
18. llrcndt of promise of mnrringcs. 

S cduvlioit. 
I ~. Sed uctiou . 

Dower ahttJII!J Jlluhwnuwdau:J . 
2•J. l\Iuhammndnn d•,wcr contrnc• how to 

enforced. 
21. ltulc npplicablt: nl'tc1· huslmllll'S <lent h. 

l'ART II. 

LAws llELA1'1:-IG ·roLAND A~D TnE llESI'O~SIIlll.lTn:s 
OF l.A:-IDUULOEilS. 

Law of P,·e-c>.<ptiw. 
2 2. Pre ctnptioa. 
23. 11o,,iJ. fide& of ofl'cr may be coutcstcd. 
24 · Villngc sites subject to pre-emption. 
25. Joint undiridcd property other than laud. 
26. l'rc-cmptiou in cities nnd towns. 



SF.CTIO:". 

'2i· Pnrty to snlc cnnnot nftNWn.rds clnim prc-cmp
lion. 

28. TrnnsfN by gift. 
:!9. :ll'o sp~cinl procedure ncccssnry in rights of 

pre-emption. 
:!0. Decrees fu1· pre-emption to fix date for pny

lni·nt. 
:H. D~ct c~ obtnincll, waul•>r cnnnot a·cfu sc to sl'll. · 
:l2. ehukad:'ari tenures. 

,)~ . 

:~~. 

• 19. 

Responsi{,jlity nf T,nntllwlders mlll othcrB. 

Lnndholdt•rs Hll<l others bound to report certain 
mntiN·s. 

Hcsponsil.ility of owners nnd oecnpicrs of lnnd. 
Village "ntclun<:ti to oppose Mel >Ci'-c ofl'cndHs. 
llcntllllcn null otlH:r:; l>onnd to nssist in snch 

apprehension. 
'l'mck lnw. 
J,inhility uf rill ngcs for withholding nssislnncc in 
trnciu~ c ,m~ndc rs . 

Appcnltn Chid Court . 
l' inc mny !1c nwnrdcd to injured pmtics. 

, PART lll. 

ADJ!IXISTRAT!O:< OF JUSTICE. 

Criminal Law. 

40. lndinn Penni Corle to npply to offc11ccs com· 
mittcd previous to first Jnuunry I S(i ~. 

Snving of ccrtliin privil<·gcs <·onfcnrd on indivi
tlnnls. 

43. 
44. 
.J; •. 
4ti. 

Ca•trl IJ.( Warc!J. 

Commissioners of Divisious to be Courts of 
Wnnls. 

.Jurisdiction of Court of Wnnls. 
Shnrcr in villnge cunnnuuit~· not subject to Court 

of " ' nnls iu ccrtnin CIIEl' S . • 

1Jiscrction to d~clinc jurisdiction. 
lnquir·y iul"o fn<·t of incnpnci~y. 
Appe11l. 
Extt•nt of jnrisdictiou. 

Porcsl Rules. 

forest R ulcs. 

Decrees concend''!l Land. 

Copy ~f Ll ~ t'N<·s concerning lm~tl \o he forwnnlcrl 
to l.;oll~ctor. 

I .. so{vcllc!f· 

·1~ . ln'luirirs to lw m:,dc iu insoh·rucy. · 
f1U. lt"o(wut 10ny he dischnrgcd Cll' imrri~oned . 
;, I . l'ow!:l" of Cunrt In st·ll Ol' nthnini5tcr insoh·cnt's 

,., tate>. 
ii ~. Trnn:.f,· rs mntll" in ("'J-.<'Cintiuu or insoll'cncy. 
;,:J. Posi1ion of iusolrcu~ urtc·a· eli rhnrg~ . 
a 1. ln. olr<•lf•.')" in Jllll'ttt t•r; ltip>. 
5.i. Hulcs uot to npply to pc•sOllS mntlc insoh·ent 

iu l're; idt•nry Towu.s. 
r.ti. Chief <'omt t·mpowea-•· rl 1o ti·nmc ruh•s. 
ai. i'owt·r tft~xdu tle llll)" d11s• from the operllliOu 

ol' ~uch ruks. 
;l~. ~ariug of prcl'ions in!:ohcncy proct.•rUin~~ -

PAin IY. 

Pow•.n <II-" I.ocAL Gov•m:-<Mt·:NT ~·o ~IAK~: lluJ.Es. 

. i!l. Luc:tl Gonrnmcnt to uwkc rult·s. 
S<.:lll-:DUI,I·: A. 

.Ennctm~nts derlnrctl to be in force. 
ScrmnUI.l~ n. 

Rcgulatious anti Act~ r.' pcaled. 
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A Bill for clrclariug wlral law is in jo1·cc in tlte 
Pwy"ith, mul for otlte1· pu,.poses. 

Whereas it is expedient to declare what is 
the law in force in thP

l. 

!?. 

Preamble. 

This ,\..t may 
Shurt title . 

P anj:lb; It is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

be called" The Panjilb Laws
Acl:, 1871." 

It extends to the te rritories now under the 
administration of the 

Local extent. Lictl\enant-Go\·eruor of 
the Panj,lb, J.u _lnot so as to alter tho eiTec t ,.. r any 
reo-ulati •·ns made Jor any part,; of the said ten i
to~ieo under 33 Vic, c. 3, s. I ; 
· anrl it shall come into force on the passing· 

Couuncuccmcut. thereof. 
3. 'l'he law to be admir,isterPd by the Courts 
Law to be ntlmiuistercrl of the P anj al b shall be as 

in the Panji\b. follows :-
(1) nil f\cls of Parliament generally applicable 

to Briti::h lndm: 
(2) all f\cls of the Govcrnc•r Gene ral in 

Couu cil which apply to the whole of llritish I ndin, 
or whi('h ex prc,;sly refer or ha ve been ex tended to 
the Panjab : 

(:J) all regulations sanctioned by the G,uvernor 
General in Council und.:r the provisions of 3 ~3 
Vi c., c. :3, ~. 1 : 

(4) the Bengal Bcgulations specified in 8che-
dule A: · 

( ii) in_ q_urstions rcg;ard.ing inheritance, spet·ial 
prope~ty o.t fem~les,_ mnrna):e, adoption, dower, 
guar~hanslu~, mmo11t>'• do1~'?r, ba~ t_m_-dy, family 
relnt•ons, walls, legactes, ~·Its, parltLaon or anv 
religious usage , or ia.stilulion, the· Muhammada\1 
law in cases wh~rc the parties are i\tl uhamm:Hians 
and the n indlt law in cases where tl:e parties ar~ 
Hind•is, except in so f.ou· ns such law has l;ecn 
SUl~er:;c.ded lJy e•tabfished custom, Ol" has by 
l eg t ~ latrvc enactment been altered or abolished or 
i~ opposed to the subsequ ent pnn•isions of this A'ct : 

(6) in case:< not otherwise specially prov ided 
for, the J ucl ~es shall decide, according to justi cC', 
equia y, and good conscience. 

4. All local customs and mercantile u>ages 
v r 1· f 1 1 

~hall be regarded ns v:;lid 
n u aty o . ocn customs u 1 c: II . . .. , 

aud mcrcauttlc usngc•. l 1 _e. s. tcy nr e cont.ary 
. ' to JIISta ce, equity, ot· g·ood 

consctence, or have berorc the passing of this f\ Ct 
been ~eel a red to be void by uny person having 
authonty to muke any such rnl<•, order m· rc•~u ta. 
lion ns is referred Lo in section twenty-five of· th e 
ludian Councils' Act. 

5. The Her;ulntions, Acts, rule,, and order~ 

R<·pcal of cuac·tmcnts. m~nlion~d in Schedule IJ 
,hereto annexed are re

lwalcd to tltC' cxtenf mentioned in the thia:d column 
of the said Schedule. . / : 

PAHT I. 
l\IODIFIC.ITIONs OP H11wu A~D i\luHAMllADAN 

L.1ws. 
D is11bilities under Flindu and i11ulwmmadan Lr.~tt·s. 

G. No disability declared byllinduod\1uham • 
Di"thilitics accor<ling to mad an law as at isin" li·01n 

IIitul{a or Muhnmm:ulnn cerem<. nial defect or 
'""" not tn ntlcct inh~rit- physic~< ! rlefcd, sh;ll be 
once. . allowed by the Comts to 
operate as a ground of exclusion from iuherita11ce. 



Descent of Jrigl.irs. 
7. T n all cases in which tiovernment has dc-
D .• . clared any rule of de,;crnt 

csccnt of Jaglms. to prevail in any fami ly or 
families of nsoio·nees of land -revenue, such rule of 
descent shall b~ held to prevail, and to have pre
vailed, amongst them from the time when the dc
·clamtion was made, and Govermuent shall hn,•e 
the power to interpret the rule where it may thii1k 
proper to do so. 

Law of illinority. 
8. Th e period of legal minorit_v for person~ 

Period of'lcgalminOJ·ity. 

age of eighteen years, 
calendar. 

of"alltril..es and clas;esand 
of both se xes s ino! I be the 
according to the llritish 

9. A lather or g uardian is legally entil!ed lo 

Jc'nthcrs and gun1·tlians 
ent itlc<l to custoclr of 
chilclrcn. · 

the custod \' of a child or 
ward. Any cltild or ward 
in state of pupilag(' who 
may desert it s ho111 c, can 

be compdled by order of the Com t to return. But 
such order will lte withh eld by the Co ur t, if it 
~honld appear that the child had been subjected to 
any cruelty or gross maltreatment. 

10. If it shall appear to lhc Court that the 

Minor of competent 
undcrstnmling may elect 
place of n hod c. 

child, nhhou\! h a minor, 
is ncverthcles · or mature 
nnd competent under
stand ing, he may detet·

mine,.(or himself as to hio place of nhode, moue ol"ltfe 
or religions persuasion, notwithstand tng opposition 
on the p:.tt of the parcut or guardian. And tl •c 
Court will disa llow the clai111 or such parent or 
"ttat:dian to c u ~ tody : Provi<i <' d always that the 
~ourse contemplate<l by the child iti not contrary 
to morality, policy, or law. 

The provisions of th is sec ti on do not apply to 
girl> who have bt·en married. 

II. Parental authority, whether in rPgard to 

Close of Pnrrntnl 
nuthorit.y. 

the pPrti<.n or property of 
the child, C(:ases after the 
term or legal n.inority. 

Gambling 1citlt i'llinors. 
I '2. Any person of fu ll agP, who shall ~amble 

. with a min or, shall b<! lin-
. Pcnnlty for gnmhlmg hie to a fine of fifty rupee~, 

Wtth uunors. . I 1. I 1. or, 111 < c aut o paynwnt, 
to imprisonment for any period not exceeding two 
months. 

Law (1f B et1·ot lwl. 
J 3. No suit shall be brou).\ht fot· the rcr·overy 

of any money or other va
Contrnrts of betrothal. · luablc thing prom i>ed to 

a fathe r in con,ideratinn 
of betrothal of his daug-hter. 

If any sud1 mnncy or n duallle thing has been 
paid or delivered, th e person paying it shall nnt 
be entitled to recover it if the contract or ma•·t iagc 
or betrothal is broken. 

\ 4. A contract of betrothal ~ hall be terminated 
by the death nf either of 

How trrmiunte<l. tl; c betrothed parties. 

15. If a man, betrothed to a woman, before 
his marriage with her, 

How tcnuinntccl, if ma1-rie~ another woman, 
hctrothcd mnn marries. the contract o f hctrutlntl 
becomes voidable at the option of the I.etrolhcd 
woman, c•r of nny per~on entitled by law to d i, po~ e 
of her in man ingc. 
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16. If a contract of betrothal, legally entered 
' Actions for brcuch of into by a parent on 

betrothal contra<:!. behalf uf a child is broken 
by sm·h child on arti '"ing 

at years of di;;cretion, a . uit for dama"eS will lie 
ag .. inst such l'arent or child. "' · 

If a lll ' lfl iage has been ~olemnizcd <luring the 
infnm:y of the parties, and has not been :H·tually 
cou~Hmmntetl, and if cith•·•· nf the parties, on 
comiu~ or age, refu se to acknowledge the mar
rial!e, or contracts ano ther 1mu-rial!"'• a suit will lie 
against both the child who violates the contract 
and the parc·n t who made it. In either case the 
action may_ be bro11ght Pithcr by the a~r~ ricvcd 
parry·, Ol" by his or her parents, or jointly by both. 
Parent,; and g uardians shall have a l'iglot to make 
such contract~ . 

17. In n!lY case it is competent for a defendant 
to adduce rr:t sons lor non

Gron ncls foo· non-fnl11l- f 1r. 1 
mcnt of hctrothnl contract. u '1 mcnt of the contract 

of bethrot lwl ot· of mar
riage, ~ u c h as imm .. rality or misconduct on the 
part of the plaiHtitf, ph5sical dc·fect or incapacity 
nnd the lik e, and the Court •hall decide whether 
tiii'SC reasons nrc sufficient, ril11er lor mitigntiun 
of damage~, or lot· the di smi~~a l of the suit . fu no 
case can the Court co mpel either party to cona
pl~tc the marriage against his or het· will. 

l8. ln the case of aclu lt ~ , breach of pt·omisc, 
. . of marriage is actionablt•, 

llrench of prouusc ol and damages may be 
m:-~ningc . I f decrct'C, but any o the 
grounds spF.ci!icd in the preceding section tuay 
l.oe urged in defence of such breach. 

Sed ttctinn . 

19. Any person who seduces nn nnmarried 
Scclndion. fenl(llc•, rc.-iding _with her 

parent or :::uardmn, may 
be sued in the Civil Court by the pnmnt or guard ian. 

lJowm· amonq 11'1 ttfl{lllllllfldans. 

20. Where the amount of dower stipulated fot· 

l\Iuham nuul:m doh·cr 
coutr:tcts how to he cu
forrc<l. 

in any contract of doweL" 
by a· i\'1 uha mmadan i ~ 
exec. sive with rt•ference 
10 the means of the hus

band, the entire su m pro\·ided in th e contrac-t shall 
not be t·l·covt·rable, hut the amount of the tluw <J r 
tri be allowed shall I.e rensoua blc with rcf~reucc 
tn the lliCUnS Of the hu~IJ;;ud. 

2 1. "flo e rule shall be applicable whether the 
Rule :tpplicahlc oftcr suit for <·nfo•centcntoft.he 

hushnml"s uco th. contract b<: hrou~ht in the 
husbaur)':; li ft·timc, or 
aftt•r hi~ death. 

P .\l:T ll. 
LAws lli·:J.,I 'f" I XG To LA:-; u A:\IJ Tue nE:i l•o:>s l· 

JJILJTIIlS IJI-' I.A:-iUIIOl,J)lrJlS. 

Law nf Pr~- e111ption. 

22. The right or prc-CH']•tion shall he presumed 

l'rc-cmphull. to r xi<l, whet her recorded 
in the li ~t of t·ustoms at 

the ~ell l cmrnt or twt in ull viii"!!" communities 
howc\"CI' conotituted in the absence ' or nny cu;tom 
or cont~·act to_ 1he con~rary. W Jwne\"er ·a lnnd
holder 111 a vtllage desm·s to s•·ll or p~rmaucntl.v 
transfer hi share, he 111 ust ,,flct· it lir3t to the 
COlllllliiUity at largr, or to individuul co-pa_rtnrrs,_ 
a11d lhcu, il there arc any tenants with n nght <•I 
occupancy in such villa~<·, to Ench tenants. If 



neither the community, !l~r any membc1· thereof, 
nor any such lennnt be w~lhng ~o accept the t<> nns 
b .. 11(i fide oli"ercd by the mtcnd n~~ ~cl le r, lt c may 
sell t11e property on ~-he sa no e or ".• ~her lerms to ?ny 
otiiCr person. But 1f he !tnve eflected a ~al•-: with
out ollcring an opportuo11ty o r pr~-empt10n , t hen 
1he conunno11ty; or :iny me o11 her of 1t, or n11y snch, 
tenant, may brin~ a s nit fo o· resciml i n~ the ~al e . 
The same rules will pNLain to the foree ' o~ urc of 
morlrran·es, nll'l to ;a l e~ in e xecution of decrees. 
Hut o,e"principle of pre-em ption i ~ no t. a pplicable 
t<llliOr t~ng"CS o1· nlher tempora ry lrn nsfers. 

23. ;\ ~ uit may b" !J ro ug.-ht hy any person 
c lni min l! n 1)g ltt of pre

BonO- fides of oO'cr mny be <' mption, to eon test., the 
contcstc<l. Un>l{t .fides of the off~:: o · 

n1nde by nn in tcndinp: 
seller· and iC th e Go uo t dec ide that such <l ll c r wns 
not m~de /.ou•l jirlr, and I ha t th e plai11tilf has a 
ri~ht uf pr<··empt.ion, it ~ h n ll_dl'(:ree ~uch a rig ht 
to- the plain till ' on payment ol s uch sum as ap pea rs 
to be the fair market value of the pm perty. 

24. In ,,illages, the s it e and ~round occupied 
. . . by a ny sharer· in the esta lc 

Vlllng~ srlt~ snhJrc t to s hall be snbj•·ct to the 
pre-cmptwn. right of pre-emption ns 

above described: if the i n l ~ ncling ~cller lw a non
proprielnry resirl~n r , the. pre-en opt ion pert•• ins to 
the landholdin~ con11nun1Ly . 

25. II n sharer in any joint undivided property, 
olh t r than lnnd, be drsir

Joint unllh·i•jed property 0 115 of permanenoly lrans-
olher thnn lnm . I erring his share, the ri~lot 
of pre-emption shall pertain to the co-share rs. 

26. If in any town o1· city, o1· nny ~ub-di v is i on 
thereof, the custom of 

Pre-emption in cities pre-emption is shown to 
nnd towns. prevail, it may be e nfor~ed 
in the Civil Court. The Colli t sha ll del.ernmw 
the prefcrenlinl right b etween conte nding cla ima nts 
with reference to vicinity, relationship, o•· any 
otherground on which the 1·ight of pre-emption 
may be legally claimed. 

27. No person who has been a party to a sale, 
ma y, after such s nle, 

Pnrty to •nl~ cannot withdmw the property r:;o 
aftenynr.!. clntm pre· sold and enforce a right 
•mplton. of pre-emption as to ot11er 
propel'ly sold at such Rale. 

2!$. When property is boll(i fide t ransferred 
. by way of gift, no right 

'franKfCr b)' goft. Of' pre-emption ari se~ . 

29. The observance of any ~ pecial pmcedure 

No spccinl procedure 
ncccssiU\' iu rights of pre· 
emption: 

as regards , .;ght~ of pre
emptiou, other than 1hat 
herein prescribed, is in no 
case necessary. 

30. In · decrees for pre-emption, the decree 

D , . shall Rtute within wh at 
ccrces cor pre-emptoon . I I . . I l I , . 

to fix date for p11yment. tloue t le C CCI ee- 10 ( Cl 
shall pay the purcha . e

money fur lhe pi'Operty, nnd shnll direct that, in 
default of such payment, the decree shall be void. 

31. Where a right of pre-emption has been 
Decree obtainc<l, \'enclor decreed, the ven~lor may 

cannot refuse to sell. not rc,fusc to sell at the 
price fixPd by the Court. 

32. In villnges in which the chukd:io! tenure 

Chukduri tenures. 
prc1·ails, the co-sharers in 
11 well have n right of pre
emption as to shareij in 
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such well in preference to ~ genera l pro pi· i ~ to r in 
n vilhwe ha vin rr no ~hare 111 the well , but merely 
rcceivi7lg n huk" zemi nd:oree f'rom the ' ' c huk dar~." 

llesfJ011si/;ility of L audltolders and ollm·s. 
38. E vc1·y village headman, vill age w:l tch

man, owner or occupoe r of 
land, and ev<· ry _Na tive 
oO'icer em ployed m the 
collection of revenue or 

Lntulholflct·s mul others 
houucl to report cco.·tn.in 
matters. 

rent of lnncl Oil the pa;-[ of S-iuve r ~ llll C Ut Or the 
Com t nf Ward ~ is bou11 d lorlh wnh to comnln· 
nicate to the nca;·est Magis trate, or to the officer -1 
in char!.(e of the n~a rcs t police s ta t ion, any in
forlll a lion which he may obta in respe<·ti n6-

·(a) the resid•·nce of any no torio us rcc~i v e r . or 
··endc r of s to len property at the nll ngn o l wlu ch 
he is headman,' or wnt<·hmnn, or in wl tich he owns 
o1· occ•'l •ies land, or collecls rent or rc\'enue, as 
the case may be ; . . . . 

(/•) the resor t to any place Wlthrn th" lnmls of 
~u c h vi ll n<•·e of a ny per;:on or persons knc.w n or 
reasonably s u spect~d of belong ing to a bnnd of 
robbers; 

(•·) the commis~ i on or in tention to commit 
sull e0 or other non-l •a ila ble o ffence at or near such 
village. 

34. Ever)' owner or occupier of land is res-
. . . pom;ible for lhe value of 

Rcspon~o \11h t~ of own ers !li'Oper l y s tol<•n or plun-
nnd ntcnptcrs of land . d I . bb 

•·rc• 111 a ny _ru ery o r 
theft commi tt~d on the la 11d which he 011:ns or 
occupies : 

Pro vid ed I hat. no owner or ol'cnpiel' of Inn< I s hall 
be so responsible in respect of n yo bbery or theft 
committed by night in any open road or wood, 
unless it be shown tha t h e had such knowfedge 
of the circumslnnces as might h ave been rensnn
ab!y ex pected to enabl e him to prevent s uch theft 
or robbery , o r that s uch theft or robbery wns com
mi tte tl with hi s connivance. 

In any case in which a n owner or occupier is 
responsible for the value of property s tolen o r 
plunder<•d ih n robbery or theft, it shall be lo.wful 
for the p<· rsnn, wl_1ose property has ber-n sto len 
or plunclen·d, to sue such owner or occupier in the 
Ci vil C ourt foo· the recovery of the value of such 
property. 

35. On thi occurrence of a mun\er, or of any 
offence speci li ed in sec

\~ illngc Wntchmcn to tion one hundred and 
opp:,sc :uul seize ofl'cnclcrs. C 

thirty-eight of the od e 
of Criminal Proceclun•, the Village Wa tchmen of 
tiHl villa!!c in which such offence llds occulTed 
shall, to "tlH' utm os t of tl1eir nbilrty, pursue and 
endeavom to apprehend t he olfende1\ and shall 
call nn th e he~dmen and owners or occupiers of 
land in the "illage, to oppose nnd seize such offender, 
or tu pursue him if he has fl ed. 

36. It shall be the duty of all such headmen, 
owners m· occupiers of 

llc:ulmcu mul others land , and o l' the Head
humul to ns~ ist in such np-
prchcusiou. men, V illnge ' Vatchmen, 

. owners Ol' occupiers of 
lnnrl in ~ny villa~e throug,h which the pursuit of 
such ollend er lies, to oflr:r all the assistance in 
their power when called on to do so towards the 
arrest of sul'l1 ofl'ender. 

AnyVillugeWatchman, H eadman, owner or occu
pier of l~nd? who f?-ils to comply with the require
ments ol tins -sect10n, shall be deemed to have 
committed an oflence under the second part of 



section. nne hundred and eighty seven of tire Ind.ian 
Penal Code •. 

37. When an oHlmce is committed and the 
trncks of tlui offenders are 

Trnck:law. follo"'ed to a spot within 
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the immediate vicinity of a village, the pt>rson 
following such tracks may ~all upo~ any Hea~
man or Village Watchman Ill such vtllag.e to asstst 
in carrying on the tracks. 

38 If such Headman or Watchman do not 
' ' forthwith give· •uch nssi$t-
Linhilitv or Villngcs ror ance, or if the inhabitants 

witl~holdi~g assistance in . of ~uch village dn nol 
tracmg.ofl'cutlcrs. nff; 1rd full opportunity for 
search in th'eir houst>s (or the olfimders, or if, from 
the circumstances of the case, there ~hall app~ar 
.,.ond reason to bP!ieve that the inhabitants of such 
~illage, or· an•y of t~em, were conniving at the 
offen-ce o.r at th.e e>cape nf the offenders) and. such 
offnndtH'8 :cannot be traced beyond the villal!e, it 
shall b.e. lawful. for the· lV1 a~istrnte of the district 
to in·flkL. a fine not exceeding rup,ees five hundred 
upon such village, to be recovered in the same 
mannet· ns if it wt>re m·t·ea<s of land-revenue. 

39. An appeal against all convictions under this 
. section shall lie to the 

Appcnl to Cluef Conl't. Chief Court,. and they 
shall be reportj!d to the ·Lo<·al Government. 

Th!! Magistrate may· direct that the· tine ot· any 
. part thercofintlicted under 

. _Fmc mny .be nwarded to thi s· section may be award
lllJnred pm't<es. ed to any persons· injur~d 
by.such <>!fence in compensation for such injury. 

PAllT III. 
AnmNISTR.ITioN· Ol' JusTICll. 

Criminal Law. 
40, Trte proviRions of the Indian P enal Code 

sh.dl ' be applicable to all 
ltHlin~r. P<•nnl Code- .to offences (exc~pt offencPs 

npJlly to. offences comnnt- undcr sediun one hun
ted prcnous. to fir.L Jnnn- d d d f A) 
nry 1862. re an twenty- our 

committed before fir~t 
J annnry 1 ~62 : 

Provided' that nothinJ!; contained in thi s Act 

SR\•iug of ccrtniw privi
leges confc••·ctl , on indivi
flunls. 

shall aAect any privile~e 
conferr<·dlon certain Chiefs 
in the P.mj:lb by the Go
vernot' General in Coun

cil, or by the llonrd of' administration fur affairs 
of the Panj{tb. 

'Cuurt of Wards. 
. . 4 L The Commission-

. CommtsSton\rs of Divi- ers of Divisions shall be 
•10ns to · be Court• of. . . . . . 
Wards. Courts of \<\- ards wtllun 

their respective divisinnR. 
42. , T.he Court of. W\m.lsshall havejurisdicti•m 
Jurisdiction• or Court of ov.er all female~, , minors 

Wnrds. . . · under the agp ol ~tghtePn, 
ancl idiots ot: lunatic~, who 

may, i~1hedt anY.·. beneficial intere~t in. any estate 
for winch a ~cttlement was made wirh their ances
tor, , or in , respect of, which. they would have been 
entitled . to. be settled. ~'·ith, if they had been com
petent to make an agreement for the payment of 
rev~nul!, or who. are. entitled by inheritance to any 
asstgnment of land-revenue. 

Provided that no person shall he subject to the 

S~lll'cr . in., ,.ill•ge com· 
mnruty not subject . to 
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jur-isdiction of the Court 
of Wards. in respect of 
any beneficiary interes~ 

Court or Wards in cc,rtain in any share in a village 
cnsca. community, or in re~>p~ct 
of any ~uch estate as is above-mentioned, in whtch 
any other person or persons hus a jo!nt un~!vided 
interest, unless all such pr·rsons are d<squah~ed. 

43. It shall be· in the discretion of the Court 
. of \V ards to as~umc or to 

. ~is~r~tion to dcc\m~ decline jurisdiction over 
JUrlS<hCllOU. any SUCh person U!l iS 
mentioned in the last ~ection. 

44. The Deputy Commissioner may make an 
. . . inquiry into the minority, 

. mry mto rnct or mea· lunacy or idiocy of any 
pnclty. . person, who, he ha~ rea
son to believe, would, if found tc~ b~ a .mi.nfll', luna
tic: or idiot be subject to the JUrtsdtcllon of thr~ 
Court of ,:Yard~, and into the circumstances and 
property of any such person, and· ma~ make an 
other <leclaritw such pHHon to be subJect to the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Wards. . 

45. Any such person may appeal agamst nnv 
s uch order on the g round 

Appenl. that he is not, Ot' ha• 
ceased to be a minor, or that he is nor, or has 
ceased to b<; n lunatic, til tloe principal Ci dl 
Court of the 'district, ami the det·ision of such 
Court s ha.ll be cet:tified tu the Court ol Ward~, 
and shall be final. 

46. The jul'isdictinn of the Court of Wards 
shall extend to the care of 

Extent of jnrisdietion. the person r.nd to the 
management of propert.v of the persons sul~ect 
thereto, nnd the Local Govcrnnwnt shall mnke 
rule~ «S to the mnnnet' in which, and the agc·nt~ 
hy whom, it shall be exerci~ed. 

Fonst Rnle.•. 
47. The rules for cunservnncy of forests and 

Forest Rules. jungles in t~te hill di?tri~ts 
of the PunJab tet·ntorws 

contained in lellcr of Secretary to Govcmn.cnt. o£ 
India, to Chief Commissioner Panjub, No. J7;{ ~J, 
of21 >t May 1855, Phall be deemed to have tl•c 
fnrcc of law; :nul the subsidiary rules issn<!d 
th~ t·etmdc• l' by Comn•issioncr~, shall continue t•J 
be aclc<l upon tin otherwise directed by the Local 
Govemment. 

Dccrcrs concc·rning Land. 
48. Every Judge of u Civil Court in whid1 u 

• decree utlectin" land i~ 
C':'JlY of <lecrccs con- passed, shall ca~se a cer

ccrnmg !nne! to be rorwnrtl- tified copy of such decree 
ed to Collector' to be J'orwat ded to the 
Collector of the district within a month from th<! 
making of such decree. 

lusolvmcy. 
49. Any Coui·t which the Local Governmont 

shall invest with in-
Inquiries to be maclc 1 · ' ' 

in in•olvcnc.y so vency JUrtsdiction, 1~ 
· uuthorized, at the instunce 

of the dehton or debtors, or of the creditor or one 
or more o( the Cl'<·ditors, to cull upon u del.tor t•J 
make n· stutement on oath of his usS'ets ·and liabi
lities ; to register all <·!aims of 1·reditors; to in vile, 
by proclamation or other notificnrion, the appear
ance of claimunts by a · certain date to be named 
by the Court; to detain the debt•Jr on such 
~ecurity as tn the Court may seem rensonnule, o!, 
111 default thereof, in: cust.1dy; to atlarh all Ins 
p~'Operty, moveahlc ot· immoveable; oud lo exempt 
Ins per.son and property· from further J~gnl process, 
pending inquiry and the liuol orders of the Court; 



50. Afler a full inquiry int~ the origin, nature, 
. and c1rcum~tnnces <>f the 

Insol«nt. tun)' be dts• debts and the conduct of 
~barged or nnprtsoncd. the debtor in relation 

rbereto, and nl'ter the completion of arrangements 
for rbe disposal or administration of his proprrty 
for the benefit of the creditors, the insolvfnt shall 
be discharged by the -Court, on his signing· an 
aareement to liquids!<.• his unpaid debts from any 
p~operty he may subsequ••ntly acquire: Provided 
that if the insolvent be ~howu to have b~ci1 guilty 
of conct>almt>nl, fraud, recklessness or other g~:uss 
misconduct in reference to the debts, and il'il1is 
discharge, for that reason, is opposed by any of 
the creditors, the Court may at its discretion, 
award a term of imprisonment in the civil jail not 
exceeding one year. 

51. The property of the insolvent shall be sold 
or udministcred, under 

. Po~<cr. ~f Cot!rt to sc)l the direction of the Court, 
m· ndmunstcr msol\'cnt s either through the agency 
estat.e. of its own officer, or of 
assi<>'nees to be appointed by the Court, in the 
man"ner most conducive to the interest of the cre
ditors, and the proceeds shall be divided rateubly 
amongst them. The Court shall also give effect 
to any composition or arrangernent agreed upon 
between the debtors and the majority of the cre
ditors: Pro\·idcd thutno injustice or injury shall 
uppenr to be inflicted on any of the parties con
cemed, and that no fraud nor collusion is sus pect
ed. If nny individual among the creditors obj cctK 
to such a•Tangement, the Court ~hull decide as to 
the \"alitlity or otherwise of the objection. 

52. lf it npren.r thnt the debtor, after be-
. coming insolvent, or in 

Trn?sfors .mn<lc tn ex· cxpect~1tion of becoming 
pertatton of msoh•cucy. ~o, hm•e ll·ansferred his 

p~operty, or any part thereof; with a view to d ~
li·auding his creditors, or to giving one or more 
crt>ditors a fraudulent preference ovr r the others, 
the Court shall annul sueh transfer, anrl treat the 
jll"(lpet ty transferred in the manner described in 
the preceding s~ction. 

5:3. An insolvent once relra!<rd ot· disdmt·ged 

Position of insolvent af- shall not subsequently br 
lor discbur~c. liable to nrrri~t or impri-

sonment on account of 
uny debt re!!istered up to the dati' of the discharge, 
unless he shull be proved t-> have been gt:ilty of 
fr.llld or cont•ealment. But any property he may 
af~erwurds acquire, or be found in pus~ession of; 
will be liable to seizure for liquidation of those 
de!Jts. 

u4. In the e1·ent of the insolvency of a part-

I I . nership, the Court shall 
uso \'ency 111 pnrtucr- 1 · · . · 1 1 ehips cau~e t te .JOtut am tte 

· private proper! y of each 
partner to be collecte,], und having, in the same 
manner collected his joint and his fJI'il•ate debts, 
shall cause the one to be discharged IJy the other, 
distributing rateably to each creditor. 

55; Nothing in the preceding sections shall 

Rulcc not to apply to 
pcr•ons mn.!c insolvent in 
JlrCsidcory towns. 

apply to pct's<.ns who muv 
have been admitt.·d to tile 
bene lit of any insoh•1•ncy 
l"w at a presidency town. 

6(j, The Chief Court of the Punjflb may, with 

Ch · f c t _., I he sanction of the Local te our empower~ G , · 
to frnme rules. ~overnment, ·r~m ttme to 

tune, fmme and !'sue rules 
conformable to the provisions hereinbefore con-
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tained for the better administt·ation of insolvent 
estates, ;~nd may in like manner alter any such mlcs. 

57. The Local Government may at any time, 
with the previous sanction 

Power to exclude ~ny of the Govemor General 
class from the operntwo . 'I . 1 d 
of such 1·ules. 111 Counct , exc u e any 

particular class or race 
from the operation of tlll'se rules. . 

b8. No proceedings of any Court in the exer-

s · f . ci~e of insolvencv juris- i;\ 
"''mg o prc,•zous I" t ' b ' tl "passing iusolvcnry proceedings t IC 10n e1ore 1e 

· of thib Act, shall be held 
to have been invalid solely on the ground that 
such Court did not possess such jurisdiction. 

PAln' IV. 
Pownn oF LoC'.u. GovJ>nN~tENT TO MAKE RuLEs, 

59. The Local Government shall have power 

J.ocnl Government to to issue ruleH as to the 
mnkc rules. matters hereinafter enu-

. merated, and to alter and 
amend any such rules from time to time: 

Provided that--
(1) such rules be no.t inconsistent with the 

provisions of this or any Act or law for 
the time being in force; 

(2) thnt, previous to notification, they be sanc
tiolled by the Governor General in 
Council; 

(3) that they be notified in the local Gazette. 
Existing rules upon the subjects hereinafter 

mentioned which are retained by the Local Go
vernment shall be deemed to have been issued under, 
nnd in conformitv to, this section: 

(a) Investigation, grant, resumption and for
feiture of revenue-li·ee lands and pensions. In
terpretation of tenus of grants, pensions to families 
of deceased grantees. 

(b) Reg·ulation uf the executive powers of the
Financial Commissioner. 

(c) Tracking of criminals, and responsibility 
of vill.1ges to which the tracks are carried for 
st:olen property. 

(d) Slaughter of kine and regulation of the sale 
of Leef. 

(e) Rules suppl~mentat·y to the Arms Act, and 
not opposed to its provisions (stamp for licenses to· 
carry and possess arms). 

(j") Possession, sale, or transfer of arms by 
Native soldiers. 

(g) i\'1 anufacture of military accoutrements. 
(It) Exclusion and deportation of bands of 

f«)reign vagrants. 
(i) Admission of armed parties into cities. 
(i) Conferring police powers on men of local 

inAuence. 
(/t) Pet·mi s~ion to villacres to dispense with /

chaukiu:lrs (village wntclnne~) on certain terms. 
(Z) lll'gulation of the use or possession of 

buoys for crossing ri vcrs. 
(m) Forfeiture of jf•glrs for crime and liability 

for dPbt. 
(11) Grazing_ lux, snjji and other jungle products 
(o) llegulntton of salt works in the Gurgaum 

District. 
(ll) The manufi1cture of saltpetl'e. 
('J) _The re~lation of the growth, sale, and 

possessiOn of oprum. 
Penalties not Pxceeding six months' imprison

!"ent and mpet>s five hundred fine may be imposed 
m respect of the breach of any such rule. 



Number nod year. 

I. of I 798 ...•.•. • . • · • • • 

X. of 1804 ...... . ... · : .. 

XVli. of ISO G .. ...... .. .. .. 

V. of 18 17 ............ .. 

III. of 1818 

XI. of !825 

XX. ofl825 ............ .. 

No. of Act. 
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SCHEDULE A. 

E11actmcn/s declared to be in force. 

Title. Extont to "bleb tho Enactment !• in force. 

A Itcgulnlion to prevent Frnml nnd Injustice in The wltole, except such pnrts ns 
conditionnl sales of lnntl under Deeds of Bye- relate to interest. 
hil-wnffn, or other Deeds of the same DR lure. · 

A Rcgnlntion for declaring the powers of the The whole, so fnr ns it is not modi-
Go,•crnor Genernl in Council to provide for ficd by Act V. of 1841 . 
the immediate punishment of ccrtnin offences 
again.st the slnte hy the sentence of Courts 
l\1 nrtml. · 

A Regulation for extending to the Pro,·ince o Sections VII. and VII!. 
JJcnarcs the rntcs of interest on future Loans 
nnd Provisions relative thereto, contained in 
Regulation XV., 1793; nlso for a general ex
tension of the period fixed by Regulation I. 
1798, nnd XXXIV. 1803, for the redemption 
of Morton noes and conditional snl~s of lam! 
under D"eeas of Bye-bil-wufT~, Kutcubnleh or 
other similar designation. 

A Re<>ulation for declaring the Rights of Go- The whole. 
vet·t~ment and of Individuals with respect to 
hidden 'l'rensure, nnd for prescribing the 
11 ules to be observed on the Diseol'ery of such 
'l'rcnsurc. 

A Regulation for the confinement of Statc-pri- 1.'he whole. 
soncrs. 

A Regulation for declaring the rules to be ob- The whole. 
served in determining claims to lands gained 
by alluvion, or by dereliction of a river or the 
sen. 

A Regulation for declnring the jurisdiction of Sections two nod four. 
the Military Courts l\'Inrtinl nud Courts of 
Requests, constituted by n recent Act of Par-
liament, nud for modifying some parts of the 
cxistiJ1g regulations in conformity thereto. 

SCHEDULE .ll. 

Rr.gulatious ami Acts repealed. 

Title of Act. Extent of repeal. 

All Bengal Regulations now in force in the The whole. 
Pnnjllb, except those specified iu Schedule A, 
nnd, except when expressly pro,·idcd other
wise in this Act, nil rules, laws, and regula
tions mnde for the Pnnj:ib and its Dependen
cies or for nny pnrt thereof, which hn1·e 
acquired the force of lnw under the lndinn 
Councils' Act. · 

Act VI. of 1846 .. .. .. .. .. .. An A.ct for the more convenient administration The whole. 
of lite country called the Bhnttee Territory. 

Act Ill . of 1870 ........ . ... . An Act to remove the Agror Valley from the So far as it is uurcpealcd. 
jurisdiction of the tribunals established 
under the general Regulations and Acts, nntl 
for other purposes. 

STATEMENT oF OnJEC'fs AND REASONs. 

The object of this Bill is to clear away the doubts which at present exist as to the legal force of the 
Panjub Civil Code, the 13engal Regulations, various Administrative rules and orders, which are l.mlieved 
to have acquired the fo1ce of law under the lndinn Councils' Act. This is done by distinctly laying 
down which of the Acts of the Go\•ernor General are in for<"e in the Province, and by re-enacting in 
more precise and unambi~uous lnnJ!;unge those portions of the PJinjub Civil Code, the Regulatiom, or tho 
orders of Government it is considered desirable to preserve. 

Simla, The 5clt September 1871. 
(Signed) J. F. STEPHEN. 

. H. S. CuNNINGBA&J, 

Officiating Secretary to the Council of tlte Governor General. 
· for maltin!l Latcs and Re!lulatlORI· 



Tl following Bill was introduced into the 
~ouncil of the Governor General of India for 
the purpose of making. Laws 1ond Hegulations, 

on the 5,tJt Septem bet· 1871, and was referred 
to a Select Committee with instructions to 

make t~eir feport .~pereo!},· in four \V.t"eks :-

Bill No. 22 of 1871. 
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GS. Re-sale. ' 
69. Loss on re-snle nn arrear of re,·emte, 
iO. On forfeiture of deposit defaulter may tender 

nrrenr. 
7 I. A ppenl against sale. 
7'7 When sale becClmes finn!. 
73. ·Grounds on which sale may not be set aside. 
74. Ciril Court mny not nunul sale. 
75. Certificate of title. · 
ill. Notificntion of transfer . . 
77. Application of purchase-money. 
78. Surplus. · 
79. PUI·chasel"s liability. . 
RO. Refund of purchase-money. 
S h Revenue Ollicers to execute decrees of Court. 
82. Powct· to recover other revenue. 

. CHAPTER VII. 
PowER TO Loc,\L GovE-RNMENT To MAKE RvLES. 

83. Loenl Govemment to make rules. 
S-J. lle-puiJlication of rules. 

A Bill to consolidtJte and d~fine tl1e law relati119 
to the settlement and collection rif land-reuenue 
i11 the Panjab, and for other p11rposes. 
Whereas the Government of India is by }a,v 

:Prcnmble. entitled to a proportion 
of the produce of the land 

of the Panj(tb to be from time to time fixed by 
itself; and wl~ereas it is ~xpedient to consoli
{]ate and define the law relating to the settlement 
and colle.etion thereof, .anrl to the duties of 
Hevenue OfficerR in the Punjab; It is enacted as 
follows:- · 

Short tit!~. 

P~t£LIMJIJ,\IIY. 

l. Tl)is Act may be 
callcd"Thc Panjiib Land
Revenue Act, ltl71.'' 

It shall e:.:tcnd to all the territories subject to 
the Lieutenant-Governor 
.of the Panj:lb; Local e~tcnt. 

and it shall come into 
force on the passing 

Commencement. 

thereof. 

CHAPTER I. 
REVE!'111E 0FFICEilS • . 

2. There shall be in 
Grades of Rcrcnuc the Punjab the following 

·Officers. grades of Revenue 
Offi<·ers:-

(1) the Financial Commissioner, who shall be 
the chief revenue authority in the Punjab; 

(2) the Commissioners, each of whom shall be 
the chief controlling auth01;ty within a division; 

(3) the Deputy Commissioners, each of whom 
shall be the chief executive authority in a district; 

(4) Assistant Commissioners; 
(ii) Extra Assistant Commissioners; 
( 6) 'l'uhsildars; 
(7) Deputy Tiihsildars; 
(R) Subordinate .Ministerial Officers; 
(!J) Village ·Headmen; 

(10) Village Accountants, 

VI.-40 

The Local Government may, from time to 
time, define and vary the local limits within 
which these officers are to exercise their authority. 

3·. . The officet's of the l st eight classes shall be 
Re,•cnuc Oftlcers how appointed and may be ;e-

nppointe<\, moved by the Local Go-
. vemment, but the Local 

Government mny per_mit officers of the firat, 
second or third class to appoint and remove such 
of the subordinate ministel'ial officers as are now 
usnally appointed by them, undct• such regulations 
as to the Local Government seem flt. 

4 • . The revenue officers shall discharge such 

Duties of ·Revenue 
OlliccJ"s. 

duties as are imposed 
upon them by this Act, 
and such othen duties not 

inconsistent therewith as the Local Government 
may require of them. 

5. The Local Govemment may invest Assist
ant Commissioners and 

Assi•tont Commis- Extra Assistant Commis-
sionCJ·s, &c., 111"Y be in- sioners, eithe1· jndivi
vcstc<l with powers of 
Deputy Commissionct·. dually or collecti¥ely, with 

all ot· any of the powers 
hereinafter confened upon Deputy Commissioners. 
Deputy Commi>sioners may distribute the duties 
\vhich they are competent to perform amongst the 
.A.~sistant Commissioners and Extra t\ssistant 
Commissioners of their district, as they think pl'O
per, and all A~sistant Commissioners and Extra 
Assistant Commissioners shall be held to have 
been duly authorized to exercise all such powers 
as they do habitually exercise at the time of the 
passing of this Act. 

6. The 'Local Government shall make rules as 
R 1 t ·u to the appointment, pay-

office:~. cs na 0 
' ' ' ngc ment, and remo·val of 

· Village Headmen, A c-
countmils and Watchmen. 

It is the duty of the Village Headmen to accept 
ot· refuse on behalf of the village community the 
terms off<•t·ed to them at the settlement of revenue 
as hereinafter mentioned ; · 

to collect from the co-sharers and sub-proprie
tors the shares of revenue fnr which, as between 
themselves, they are liabJe; 

to attend revenue officers when required, and 
alford them information s 

to pay village e'Xpenses, and to ac.count for the 
mon~y. · 

It is the duty of the Village Accountant to 
assist the headman in his duties, and to keep all 
villa!!e accounts and record.s. 

'f.l~e Local GovPrnment shall make rules as to 
the manner in which these duties shall be per
formed, and may prescribe the performance by the 
said officers of any other duties not inconsistent 
with them, and until such rules nrc made, the 
Local Government shall be deemed to have direct
ed the continuance of all existing practices in 
respect to the m~tters aforesaid. 

CHAPTER II. 

OF s~TTLE~IEWrs. 
7, 'Vhenever the amount of revenue to be paid 

iti nny particular district 
Definition of making 11 is assessed or re-assessed, 

settlement. and whenever the record 
of rights hereinaftet• described is either made or 
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revi~ed under the provisions hereinafter contained, 
a settlement is said to be made. 

8. Whenever any person o•· persons are per-
. mitted to encra<>"e with the 

l'ersons. sni<l to be Government' f;;r the pay
" settled mth." ment of revenue due in 
respect of any hnd, they are sn id to b~ settled 
with, or a settlement is said to be made w11J1 them 
in respect of that land. 

l'our hen<ls of settle- 9. Settlements may be 
mcnts . of the following kinds: · 

(1) a summary set~lement is a ~etllement in 
which the revenue is assessed, but no record of 
rights is made; ' 

(2) a first regular. settlcm~nt is a s~trle~ncnt 
in wl1ich the revenue 1s a~scsscd, and n JecoJd of 
rights is formed for the tlr~t time; , 

(3) a re-settlement is a settlement subsequent 
to a first re«ular settlement iri which the revenue 
is assessed ~nd -in1 which ' a record of rights may Ol' 

n1ay not be formed or nlt~red according to the 
provisions hereinafter conhnned ; 

{ 4) a re-settleme.nt 'without re-assessment is a 
settlement in which the revemJe is uo,t.re-assessed, 
but a record of ri<rhts is formed o1· rev1sed accord
ing to the provisi~ns . hereinaf1er contained. · 

10. A disll;ct or otlier local area in which u 
settlemPnt of any one· of 

District when unller the kinds mentioned in 
settlement. section nine is going on, 
is said to be under settlement. 

11. Recot·ds of riuhts hereafter to be made 
0 

shall consist of the follow-
or what .locnmcnt• re- in« documents the form 

core!~ of rights nrc to and contents ol which may 
c;~ns•st. be prescribed by the 
Local Govemment, if and i•l so far as it thinks it 
Expedient to do so: 

(I) maps and measurement papers showing 
amongst other thin!!S the 

Mnps nn•l measure- ·boundaries of the villao·es 
mcnts. Ol' estntes in respect of 
which the settlement is tv be mude, und the fields 
into which they are divided: 

(2) a statement of the occupier3 and owners 
of the fields specified in 

~tntcmcnt of oeeu1mnts the said m11ps ·and of the 
nml owners. 

h1nds occupied nnd .o"med 
by them: 

(:3) a tender on behalf of the person or persone 
to b~ settled with to en

'l'cnder of cngngemeut. gnge for the pnyment of 
the revenue during the term for whic.h the settle
ment is made: 

(4) a statement of the shares ldrl by the 
different persons ~ettled 

Stotemeut of shares. with and of the amount of 
revenue for which, as between each other, they 
are to be fl•sponsible, and a statement of persons 
hoJding lands free of revenue and of the lands so 
held: 

(5) a statement of the customs of the estate 
or \'illa~~:e in re>pect of 
which the Fettlement is 

made, and of the terms on which' the person or 
persons settled with olfer to pay the amount of 
revenue assessed: 

Yillage customs. 

(6) an abstract of the proceedings . at the 
settlement, whid1 shall 

Abstrnet of proceedings contain among8t other 
at settlement. thincrs a statement of all 

judicial deci~ions passed by othe Settlement Offi
cers in the course of the setl.)em~nt. 

12• The T ocal Government shall pr~scribe the 
• manner in which the se-

Locnl Govorumcnt to vent! documents mention
mnkc n•lcs ns to execution ed in section eleven shall 
mul nttcstntion of doeu- be prep.ued, signed, exe-
mcnts. cuted and attested. 

13. The Local Governme1it shall, with the 

Instructions to principnl 
Settlement Officer ns to 
the assessment of rC\'Cnnc. 

previous s.anction of the 
Government of India, give 
written inst1·uctions to 
the principal Se ttlem~nt 

Officer stating the principle on whicn the ainount 
of revenue is to . .be assessed. No Court of Justice 
~hall be entitled, uuder :my c.ircum~tances, to re
quire the production ot· shall permit evidence to 
be given of the contents of such instructions. 

14. All judi.cial dee.isions pa~sed by Settlement 
Efl'cct of entdcs in Officers shitll be proved 

<locnmerots in Courts of in the same manner and 
Justice. shall have, when proved, 
the same effect~ as judgments delivered by Civil. 
Courts. 

Entri~s stating tl1e existence of any individual 
right of prope•'ty, superior · or inferior, or of any 
right or occu·pancy, or of any per~onal liability by 
contract or otherwiSe, shall in all . eases be pre
sumed to be true, and as ngain~t all persons and 
the repr~sentMives in interest of all persons who 
exerutcd or attested,• o•· who are· in any such 
document mentioned ns having hnd an nppor~ 
tuui!y or excct1ting or uttesting any of the docu
ments herdnbefore· mentioned, ~uch entries shall 
afler five years from 'the date tlu!reof be concl'ush e 
proof of that which they state. · 

I 5. Whene~·e•· a district o1· other loc.d a rea is 
When notifi'ention of to be put unt!'er se ttlement, 

settlement is to i>Slle uml the Local Gol'<·rnment 
whnt it is to em>tl\in. may, with the · prevrous 
stmt·tion of the <ioverument of Indin, i~sue a noti
fication of settlement which shall contain the fol
lowing things :-

(I) it shall defi.n~ the local area within which 
the settlement is to be made ; 

(2) it shall mention soch of the oflicers Ly 
whom it is to be made a:; hold appointnwnts the 
filling of which is· usually notified in the Go~ern
ment Gaz!'lte : the officers so ·named are herein 
rderred to ns Settlement Ollicers; 

(3) it shnll Rpecify I he ji1dicial pciwe.;,, if any, 
which at·e to be conferred upon ~ uch oflicers or \ 
any of them under section tw~nty-one of the I 
Panjilb Courts' Act, 1865; · 

(4) it shull state whether such officers shall 
have any, and, if so, what power to take np of their 
own accord cases which are not bi'Ouo-ht before 
them ~or d.ecision by parties, or to ref~r matters 
to nrburntton, ~nd what orders they are to have 
power to pass m such cases ; 

(.5) it shall speci~y tl!e f!l~nner in whnt, and 
the Courts uefure wh1ch, mdiVIdunl claims of right 
recorded by, and not disputed before the Settle
ment ofi1cer, may be disputed within five years of 
their ha1•ing been made; 



(6) it shall provide means by 'which notice 
shall be given to the pa•'f.ies c01~cerned as to the 
eflect of statements of individual nght not disputed 
at the settlem~nt; 

(7) it shall ,declare whether the settlement is 
to be a summary settlement, a_fi.rst reg ular ~ct~le
ment, a re-settle ment, or a revtston Qf an ex1stmg 
record of rights; 
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(~) it shall declare whether surv~ys and plans 
a.re to be made, and wheth~r the boundal'ics of 
villages and estates are to be a<~ustrd or re
adjusted or not; 

(9) if the settlement to be made is to be a 
~:e-~ettlement, or a revision ·of an existing record 
of ril!hts, ·the notification ~!fall specify the pnrti
cnlars in which the ollicer in charge of the se ttle
ment is to revise the existing· :record of rights, and 
every new entry mnde therein, shall have the effect 
pre:;cri bed in s<•ction thirteen 1\Ccording to its 
nature: Pro"ided that no entry alfecting any pro
prietary or oth~r right shall be alte~ed except by 
consent of all parties concerned, or after a judicial 
proceeding. 

Hi. The Local .Government may, with the 
· · · previous sanction of the 

Po,~e; t.o alter contents Government of 1 ndia 
of not•hcutiOn. froni time to time, aft<•;. 
and \'ary the contents of the settlement notitica
tion, and presC'rihe the onl!!r in which .the Settle
ment Oflicers shall di~charge their duties. 

17. The Local Government may remo,·e the 
Settlement Officers men
tioned in the notification, 
and appoint others to sue

' ceed the m, or to act Jor 
them during their temp,orary ~b:ence. 

Lo~al Go\·crnment .may 
remove Settlement Ofticers 
and nppoint ucw oucs. 

18. All Settlement Officer:! named in the noti
. fication, and ;oil other 

Settlement Ofliccrs to be I' 
JUblic scrnmt.. ol•~ers who, fr?m ~ime 

I to t1me, hold theu· oll,ce~ , 
~hall for the time being be puhlic ~ervants within 
the meaning of the lndiun Penal Code. 

19. Such officers shall have the same power 
to compel the attendance 

Power to compel attend- · II 
nurc of witt••sscs. ol a persons whom they 

Lelieve to be able to give 
them information as to the matters into which they 
are charged to inquire by the notification, 
as the J ndgcs of Civil Courts have to pro
cure the attendauce of witne~ses under the Code 
of Civil Procedure; and all perso .. s who app!·at· 
'before such officers are legally hound to state the 
truth upon all such matters, and to produce such 
documents and other things as may ue required of 
them. 

20. Such officers and the servants and workmen 
employed by them shall 

Power to enter lnnds, to 1 h 
mnke surveys, &c. lave t e powers specified 

in the Land Acquisition 
Act, (X. of 1870), section four, fot· the pmpose 
of making such plans and surveys as they are re
quit·ed to make by the notification, and of collect
ing suc!J informatiOn as to the quality unci produce 
of the land as may be necessary to enable them to 
assess the revenue to be paid thereon. 

CHAPTER liT. 

l\'1,\INTENANOE 011 REcoRD 011 Rrorrrs. 

21. 'When the record of rip;hts, or the revii;ion 

Rccor<\ of rights · to be 
mntlc over to Deputy Com
missioner when con1plctc. 

of the record of rights, as 
the case may b,e, is com
pleted, the Settlement 
Officer~ shall make over 

charge of the said record , or uf the pap<·ro; contain
ing the revision of it, to the Deputy Commissioltel' 
of the district. · 

20 The Deputy Commissioner shall cause such 
alterations to be made 

Recor<l of rights how to ~ · t t' · 1 be kc t 11 '· •rom tu:ne :o une 111 t te 
P 1 record of nghts as shall 

be rendered necessary by any assignment or remis
sion of land-revenue, by alluvion or deluvion, oranJ 
other natural ctlll3<·, by the dea th of persous uamed 
therein, by decrees or orders of 'Comts of Law, or 
l.y the consent of the parties to any transaction by 
which any ri~ht mentioned in the record of rights 
i.s affected, and such eutries shall have the Fame 
elfect as though they were mndc. in the course of 
a settlement by a Settlement Ofhcer. 

23. The Local Government shall make rule~ 
as to the nature of such 

nulc~ to be mndc by alterations, the manner ia 
Local Govcrnmeut. which the persons by 
whom, and the occasions on which they are to be 
made, and as to the fees which are to be paid in 
respect of them. 

24. The Local Government shall from time to 

Stnuding orllcrs for sct
tlmue•!t of dctnche<l por
tions of land. 

time issue standing orders 
as to the mode of pro
ceeding for making or 
modilying· settlements of 

resumed lands affected by alluviou nnd diluvi.on, 
ami otlwr isolated portions of lund. Such stand
ing orders may provid" for any matters whi.ch i.n 
the case of a notification of scttlemeut mig ht be 
provided for for the local ·area therein specified, 
and the Ollicers empowered by such orders (<) act 
as Settlen•ent Officers shall hu,·e all the powers 
hereinbefore given to Settlement Oflicers. 

CHAPTER lV. 

ENCACllMBNTJ FOR PAntEN't' Ol' LA~D-nEVENuE. 

25. When the land in respect of which the set
With who;n settlement tlement is to Le made i~ 

is to he made. owned by une person, the 
settlemeut sllllll be made 
with that pet·.;ou. 

'¥hen it is owned hy several persons holding in 
shares, dil•i(ted or undivided, it shall he made with 
the proprietors thi'Ough their rcprcsentati vcs. 

When there are two kinds of proprietors, supe
rior and inferior, the settlt:ment may be made with 
either at the discretion of the principal Settlement 
9fiicer. 

26. When the Officer in charge of the settle

Settlement Officer to 
authorize versons with 
whom scttlcmtnt to be 
mndc to make olfcr to 
Govcmmcot. 

ment has satislied himspff 
as to the amount at which 
any lund should be assess
ed, he shall inform the 
person or persons with 
whom rhc settleuoent is to 

be made, that they are at liberty to make an offer 
to the Government to pay that amount of re1•cuuc 



in respect of the land for the term for which, and 
011 the conditions on which, the settlement is to 
be made. · 

27. )f the persons with whom the seulement 

Go•crmpcnt mny re
quire hig1\cr rnte to he 
void. 

is to be made agree· to 
make such offer, they slmll 
,become liable, from the 
date of such agreement, 

to the payment of the umount of re,·eiiue , men
tioned iu the said oHer; but the Local l>ovemment 
may refuse to be bound by the offc:r made by the 
officer in charge of the settlement, .and may r~quire 
any officer whom they may appoint for that pur
pose, to offer the land to the persons with whom 
the sertlement is to be mude, at any other rate of 
revenue: 

Provided that no such frrsh offer shall be retro
spective of the amount of the a~sessment raised. , 

28. If the seltlement is made with a village 
. communitv, ull the mem-

lf oettlemcnt 11
.'""" .w~th hers thereof shall bt• joinrfy 

,.;noge comm•~n.'ty, JOlDt d . . II 1. bl . '· 
1 sel'crnllinbohty. an sever a y ltl e lot 001 

the payment of the \Vhole 
amount of revenue which the community eng::tges 
to pay and to all the processes hereinafter 'pre
scribed for the collection of arrears of 1'evenue. 

29. · If the settlement is to l>e made with a 

Settlement officer to give 
notice of terms to Village 
Hcodman. 

village community, the 
o!Iicer 'in c)mrge of the 
settlement shall give pub~ 
lie notice, in such man

ner ns to l1im seems fit., that he is about to inform 
the t•ommunity of the terms on which the settle
ment may be mode with them, and such terms 
shall be publicly communicated to the Villnge 
Headmen. i 

30. If the Village 

If hcndmnn nccepts, Yil
lngo community is lJOmul. 

Headmnn ngree to make 
the oWer, the village com
munity shall ue bound by 
such u~rccment. 

31. Any person who, or nny village commtt• 
' . . nity which, refuses to 

Persons .rcfusm:; enllt\c<l make such an oiler a~ 
to 811 

''
11u"nucc. is mentioned in section 

twenty-seven, shall be entit\Pd to nn a ·Jowancc the 
amnunt of which is tn be fixed by the .financial 
Commissioner, but which is not to be less . than 
five pt·r cent., und not more than ten per cent., on 
the net amount realiz.ed uy Uuvcrnmont from the 
land. 

32. If Ihe term for which auy settlement has 

Lnncl mny be helcl nftc•• 
espiration of existing torm 
upon terms of expired sc t· 
tlcmcnt. 

been made ex pi res before 
n new settlement is made, 
nil persons who continue 
to occupy tho lnnd nfter 
the expiration of such 

term shall hold it upon the terms of the expired 
settlement until a new one is made. 

33. If the principal SettlemeJ!t Officeris autho
rized by the terms of the 

Wustc Ian~• not includ- notification of settlement 
ed within boundnries of cs- to fix the boundaries of 
tntes to be the property of 
Gorernment. e8ta.tes or village~, and if 

he hnds that any waste 
Jand is not included within the boundaries of any 
estate or village, he may declare such waste land 
to be the property of Goverument, · 

138. 

34. No Civil C(lurt shall enter~ain in any form 
the qursnnn whether the 

Cil·il Court uot to en- proceedings or any SP.ttle
tcrtnin question of vnlidity ment Officer are valid, ex
of, proc•~dings of Settle- cept in the case o.f app.eals 
mcut Olhccr. f . · d' · 1 dec•soons rom J u 1c1a 

passed by stl(·h officers. 

CHAPTER V. 

COLLECTION OF LAND·REVENUE D\' PROCESSES 

OTilER THAN S,\Lil. 

35. The Local Government may, from time to 
· . : ·' time, make rules as to the 

Local Govcrnmen_t n)ny . instalments by which, and 
1~mkc , rules ns to ms\al- the places at which, the 
m~nts. ,, :·, revenue shall be·paid, and, 
unless. and until the Local Government shall other
wise dit'ect, it · shu II -be deemed to· have directed 
tliat the .practice now observed shall continue to 
be observed. 

36: It i's the duty of ever~ person who has 
' . ' engaged to pay any por-

Duty of p~rson hnhle to tion of revenue, and, in 
pny 011 nppomtc!l dny. tl f .

11 · . , 1e cnse o a vr age com-
munity, it is the ~luty of the headmen, to pay the 
same at the pl:tce, and during office hours, on the 
day appointed by , the Local Government in that 
behalf. . 

37. Any sum.' not so paid thereupon becomes 
Arrcnr of lnull·revenuc. iur arrear of land-revenue. 

38. When an arrear of lund-revenuE' has be
·ncme•lics of nrrcordue- come ~lu~ the Deputy 

. (l) notice t·o pay; Comm.ISS\OIII'r may ISSue 
a notoce to pay the 

umount within .a time stated in the notice; 

Ol' if the at'rear has remained unpaid for len days 

(2) nncst nnd .dctcn· af~er it bc<· an~e due, whe-
tiOlq ~h er ~ny nollt'e has been 

· tssued or not., may order 
any such pe,rson or his surety to be arrested and 
convoyed to the Deputy UOJIImi~sioner's head 
qua1'1ers , there to be kept under per,;onal restraint 
in the land-revenue oi'Hce nt' the district for ten 
days from the time of his arrival ; 

or issue a warrant directing the Revenue Sheriff 
. . to ht:rest nnd convey him 

(a) •m}msonmcnt in to the ganl of the l\lstrict, Cil'il gnol; 
and directino tho o·aoler 

of such gaol to confine him therei~1 as a'"' civil 
prisoner until the arl'enr is paid or until the ex
piratinn of such period, not exceeding one yeat' 
from the clute nf the warrant, as the Deputy Com. 
missioner thinks fit, and such person shall be con-· 
fined according to the exigency of such wa1•rnnt; ) 

or order the distraint and ~ale of the moveable 
(.J) clistraint and snle of property . of any such 

moveable•. person, w1th the exception 
· of instruments of hus-

bandry, cattle actually employed in agriculturt> 
and the tools of arti~a ns. · ' 

Every such sale shall be conducted accordino· 
to the law in force fot· the time being for 'the sal~ 
of moveable property under the decree of a Civil 
Court; 

or ta~e any .two or more of these processes which 
are not mcons1sten t, 

• 
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39. · No such proceeding shhll u~ liable to . t.e 
· cnntssted m auy Ctvil 

. When Ciyil Court mny Court, unles" the pHi'On 
mtcrfcrc.. a\!l!rie\'ed therr.bv denies 
that the amount of revenue -claimed was aue, and 
t£>uders ~ecu rity fut· any arrear whi· ·h he may' admit 
to be clue oo· to be likel y to lw<"ome due, hcforc 
the tcruoi~ation of the su it, and for costs, in which 
case the court shall issue a ]H'eC<·pt to tltc Deputy 
Commi~si onc o· to dischar)! e the pri~oner from cu s
tody; but the Court sha ll not interfere wi th auy 
such •li•tre5S aud sale ••f nooveahle propc;·ty as 
aforesaid. 

40. lf any such pro~c~s as is mention ed in 
•ee l ion thi rty-eight ·is 
tnken ng-aius t any person, 

::-uch person may pay the amountclaim ed or any pan 
thc·reof umleo· proi!'SI, and, upon such pa youeut, 
such proce><s shall be '"itlulrawn, and the party 
against whom it was issued may sue the Go ,· ~m
ment in any Civil Court for the 1111\lllllll so claimed . 

Pn.yment und e-r protc t. 

41. When an arrear ofland-re\'enue has become 
dnc>, the· Deputy Commi::;-

A!tnchment nne! direct ~inner of the District may 
management. in ndditiou to the pru
ee~ses .Bpecified in section thirty-Piglot, or any 
two or more of them, ~an"? the iand in n·s 
pect. of whi ch the a rrea r has IH"comc due to 
be attached and t:>ken under the direct manage
ment of r~ny agent wh om he may appoint 
for that purpoEe. The ~ge nt ao appoint ed shall 
stand for a ll purposes in the po;;ition of the ]ll'rSon 
un accoun t of whose dcl'anlt the land was ntt11ched, 
ai!Cl shall be bound by all the enga~emcnts 01' otlwr 
relations whi ~: lc ex is reel between him and nny , 
Htbnrdinate proprielors or tenants with rights of 
occupa ncy, und shnll be entitled · to m:uoage the 
land to the ex clusion of the person whose intC' t' c>s t 
therein has been nttnchcd, until lh <! a rrears of 
land-revenue dn e therefrom have been sa ti .-fi ed, or 
umil the> Dc!pnty C:ommissionr r or the distri ct 
direct~ him t•J l'l'E tOI'e the pHson who~e intc•rcs t 
has heen attached to r.he management tlJ cren f. 

42. " ' hen any arre;t. t' of land-rei'Cit ne hn~ 
accrnrd and re- mains un-

Xoticc to cancel settle- paid for more than on e 
mcnt. 111 0 11th, tlt e Deputy COin
missioner of the distt·ict may, with the prev ious 
consent of the Fin;uocial Cotllmi~s i on c t·, can•e to 
be published, within tht! village or upon the lnnd 
in re. peel or which suc h rtrrear is due, a not ifi ca
tion that, nnlcss the? a rrear is paid within f"il'tcen 
days fi·om tlte date of th e notice, the sc·tllccncnt 
made in re pect ,of the land will be cancclk•d , unci 
all contracts made between any superior proprie tor 
and any subord ina te• proprietor thereof, and all 
occ upancy rights of' nil tP. nanrs 1 hereof, however 
they may -have aecntCd, will uc su:;pendcd for a 
term to he spccifi r·d in the notification, not exceed
ing fifteen years. 

43. If the arr~ar of .latHl-rcvcnue due in re~;prd 
of the !and is not pnicl 

Cnneclling scttlemen~ within fifte en days front 
nnlllot.ting to farm. the date uf the notifica-
tion, the seulemc·nt therein no entioned shall be 
cancelh·d, and the contracts brtwcen the superior 
and subordinate proprictnr:;, nml the rizhcs of the 
subordinate proprietors, shocll ue suspe~ded f"r the 
t~rm mentioned in the notification; unci the 
lleputy Commissinnet·, with the previous cnn,;ent 
of the Finanl!ial Commissioner, may either P ppoint 
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rtn a"'ent to mann"e the lnnrl or may let the land 
in fa~m to any p~rson whu may be \\'illin ~· tn 
nccept the same, and upon any term~ whic·h he 
may think fit, and the a~ent or farme•· thereof 
m:.y, d11rin g the terms spr·cirt cd in the notification, 
r•ithcr occ"P.V the land himself or sub-let thl' same 
to the persons who hefore the <·x piration or tht' 
C:ft cen days' notice, had o.ccup;•ncy rights therein, 
or who held the ~:.me as tl'lmnl~-nt-wi\1, ot· to 
such other persons, on ouch terms as he may think 
proper. 

4 4. \Vheneve1· any person is dispossessed of 
auv beneficial intere;; t in 

Persons <l ispossessc•l to any land u 11 det· section 
ha,·c nllownncc. forty-one Ol' ::: ecrion fOrty
three, he shall be entitled to an nli<lWance in res
pect thereof ~uch as is provided in section thirty
one. 

45. lf the share of nny member of a •1 illag-c 
community is let tn li1rm 

Pcrs 111 who~c lancl is · · 
lc\ to fnt·m not linhlc to under the provistons 

hereinhP.fore contained to 
any pt·roon other than a 

menober of the villa:.rc eommunity, such perso n 
shall not, during the term of his farm, he liable 
for the land-revenue due in n'spect of the c•the•· 
~ hat ·es in the villa"'e community, and if such 
]l!!tson is a memhe~ of the village coonmuuity, IH· 
may, if the Financial Commissioner so rlirccts, be 
freed in res1wct of :;ll!·h share from his j oiut and 
several liability. 

J'C'VC IIU C, 

46 . lf an anenr uf land-revenue Ita~ oceruc<l 
in rc•twct of the share 

Trnnsfcr or shnrc o[ of ,my member or a vil-
11cfnu1lcr to suh·cnt en- la ~c conununit.y, . the 
s lwrcrs. Ueputy Corultli ssron el' 
may call upon the othrr co-sharers to pay the 
nn·ea r an• I ro nccept n trausfc r of the share of the 
defrwltitw co-shar<' r, either rermanently ot· for a 
rcrm of )~~ar~ not exceed ing fifteen, or until the 
arrear is n·paid. 

47. If the share is tran~ fcrred until the :urea•· 
i: repaid, anti if thcan~ar 

Whr n trnnsfcr nf share is uot repaid within 
is to become nh•olutc. twelve year><, the members 
of the vil! ,,~c communitv, to whom the share is 
trnnslc rred, ntay apply 'to the IJ eputy Commis
sioHPr to puhli 1; h a notificat~on that, if the :urea~· 
i• not. paid within On<! ye·•r I rom the date therco t, 
the tran: fc r will become absolute, and the .Deputy 
Ccunmissionet· shall publish such no tifica ti on nc
rorc!ing l:-·; and. if the a!n·ar is not pt•id. b~d··Jrc th.'! 
<•)i pirati on of nne year from the date of tuc not t
fi catioH, the trausfl!r shall uecome absolute accot d
in (Jf v. "'. 

IJS. r\ ny nl<'mber of a village conununiry, in 
l'(· ~ pect of C>l1e Of the 

Who may tender pny· shares in which an an·ear 
JlH; Ut. 

of rl!vcnue accrues, may 
tcml er paynlPnt of such arrear or may oll'nr t•1 puy 
such atTC'tr by in,;ta!mcuu·, a11d, if ~u ch Lend r i.w 
m:tdc, or if the Dcput.v Comtni~sioner considers 
Slldt offer satisfactory, the Deputy Commissioner 
hhall tran~ fe t· the ~hare ,,f tlw dcfault.in:r co-sharer~ 
tu such other co-sharer in Pithcr of the ·manner~ 
specified in s~ction forty·three, and subject t!) 
til<! nrovisicm of section fi,rty-four. H mor.~ 
eo-shiHcr~ than one muke such tender or offer, the 
one who is most nearly related to the dcfuulter, ot' 

who, in case of sole, ~\·ould Jmve n ril-(ht of pr~
emption, shall be preferred. 



.}9. 'I'IJC procedure prescribed in sections forty
three, forly-fvur and fot'ty· 

l'roac·>ses not to nfl'cot live shall not affect the 
juint unci ~onral linuility joint and several liab ility 
of couuuurury. 'o f the me1nbcrs of the 
,.il!age community, Ol' prevent the issue agains t 
them, of nny of rhe other processes hereinbefore 
prr.scribecl f'o t· the recovery of nrrears of land·t·cve
lllle which h:l\'e itccructl due from them ot· any of 
them. 

50. When an an·cat· of revenue cannot bc 
recovered IJy ""Y of 1 I. e 

Allarhmcnt of othct· prnee ,~c·s hereinbefore de
hcurfitinl iurcJ·cst ~ . scribed against the pei'~On 
or movealcle properly of the dcf,llllte•·, Ol' against 
the lund in rc,pecr of which the nrrear has accrued, 
the Deputy Commi.;sioner may, with the previous 
sanction of the Financial Contnti ~s i onc r· , order t;w 
ullai·lnncnt under section forty-on<··, of any Leuc
{i<·ial interest which the person liabl e! for the a tTl':c r 
may be ~ntitled rn in auy other J:md, and may 
keep ~uch land undl·r attachment ull the utTC!ll' is 
satisfied. 

iii. No attachm1•nt 

Attachment nlltl letting 
tu f11rm not to be qncs
ticme<l in Civil CJurt. 

or letting to farm under 
rhis Act shall, :~s u~ains l 
the Govel'llmen t, IJo' call
e~~ .in , qne,; tion in any 
C1 vrl Court wh utever. 

CHA PTEl1 VI. 

SALES OF L\l:n l'OR Ammo~ns OF LA~D- R ilVEN IJil . 

[,'> If the Deputy Com mi5>ioncr is ol' opinion 
Sale by nutliuu. that an arrear of land-re-

venue ~annot be rccuvtrcd 
by any of the mea ns l'~reiubc lore lll f ntic.ued, Ir e 
mny, with the prcl'ious Slllll'tion of' the Fiuauci 11 / 
Cummi~~iollt:r, sell by auction 

nn.v land in rcsped of 11 hich such arc ear lras 
llCl'l'lled, or 

any share in land in rrspect of whi..J1 share nny 
such mn·m· lw s :tc<·n1cd, or 

any beneficial interest whah~,·er in land other 
than 'that in n·spec t of which such UITCa1· has 
accrued, to which intcrc,t the pc·rs<•n se tt.led with 
feu· the land un which the arrear Ju,s accrued, is 
cutitl•·d, or· 

uny houses '' ith their <•ul-building.s, gardens, 
und lauc.l uccnpic11 therewith, or 

:my a~ ·i!;;lllnents uf' land-re\'CilUC
1 

to which such per"on is entitled; 
but no hmd simi! be liu hlc to be suld by auction 

iu w~pecl ol au anctu· of lund ·rcvcnu c, · 
if tire laud is s ul~j ec l tCJ the Court df Ward: , nr 

if the Court () f \\'urds has jurisd icti()n over it, and 
the arrear has accrued dni·i ug the pet iud of its 
beiul: ,;u hjcct to the •aid L'()urt or under its 
juri-diction, Ot' 

if the lanJ is !"1der allnehm~nt, ~ml the arn·ar· 
has accrued dunn.! buch attachlllent, or 

if tl:e lund is held in ftll'l ll l•y u pc:rson wh., is 
uut a member of the •· i l la~e cvm cu nuity with in 
which the ltmd is Bitu~t ~d, nnd the an:c:11· hn> 
accrued dul'ing the tel'm fur which it is let in fill'ln. 

.);.!, The Financial c.JIIIIlli~s ion er shall direrl 
eithPr that the laud s! c.,JJ 

I.:cucl to be solei free or be .sold free frclln inrum-
•nbjrd to iueumbmurcs. brances, 01' that it shall 
be .sold suiJjcct to incumbrances: 
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( 1) if the land is to be sold _free from incum
bmnces, :e ll beneficial interests Ill the land wluch 
m;.y h.cve bc·cn crcat<'d by the defaulter, or those 
through whom he clainlS since the dat~ of th e la, t 
settlement, and. all contracts bctwe~n hun or ~~~~~~ 
and the oc.·upi<·rs ., ( the land, except ben~hc r.l 
lcasrs granted in congid era tion of t]JC ereclton of 
substantial i111provemr nts to be P.xecul~d by tl.le 
les.ee on th e property leased, slwll becom~ vo1d 
as n~ni n 't the pnrrha>cr at th e sale by uuctwn: 

(2) if th e land is to he sold subj ect t~ incu m
lmlllces, th e purchaser a .Pte sale uy auclHlll shall 
purcha>e only th e i~et erc,;ts _ whic·h belonged to the 
persnn li al. ~c to .rhc atTC<lr, ~nd shall .be bound by 
all tra n sac tt o n~ 111 respect ol the creatron of su bor
dina te beneficial in ~cres ls in the lnnd, and by all 

. leases by which that person would have been 
bound: 

(:3) if' tltc land is to be snld sub jec t to incum
brances, ami iftlcc sale does nut producP. :111 a n10unt 
equ al to the a rrear due at the time of sal .. , or if 
it sha ll app<'ar nec•·s;ary to the F111ancial Commi :<
~ io n c r, in o•der to s<;cur·c th e pay ment o f th ! 
arrea rs of 1cvcn ue due, the Financial Commis
sioner· may direct the &:cle to be ~ c t uside nnd the 
laud to be sold free from incunc bmnces at any 
time before the sa le beco nn·s final, as hereinafter 
mentioned . · 

54. The procedure h r rci~eafte r dc~cribed sha ll 

Procedure on sale. 
be observed when it is 
determined to sr ll Hll\' 

laud by auet iou 'for an arrear of land-r evenue. aud 
when the sanc1inn of the financia l Commi,;s ioner 
to such ~al e hus bel:ln oLtained. 

55. The Deputy Comnris~ i on e r ru1y d irect the 

At.tnclnncnt till snlc. laud to be al t ach~cl nntil 
the sale. 

56. The Deputy Commis>iut:cr shall publish a 
Notification. notification specify int:(thc 

uature and anw uut ol the 
arrent· in respect uf whic:h the ),mel is to be sold 
and declaring tha.t it ." ill. be s~>!d accordi n~ ly: 
unless ~uch arrea 1· rs pmd wllhrn hltr.en days li'om 
fhe date of the notice. 

"' 57 . i\ ny per3on n1ny cl eposit the nm ount of 
Who mny clcpusit nrrcnr. the a rn:al: witlt the Dep_ury 

. Comcms~IO ile t · at any t11nc 
bef?l'e ~lll1SI! t on the las t day appniu tcd in 1hc 
noltce fu r pnymc· llt, aecd thereupou the sale shall 
be stared, anc.l the nrre:\l' shall be considt'l (,c) a t 
su r ~ sc t to have lreen paid by such person, unless 
beiCJrc ~uuse t the d ct'nn lt e~· pays tire arrear, in 
"Inch c•1se the sum dcposned shall be repaid to 
tire person who dcpo"ited it. 

5'l . Any Civil Court .in which a ~u it is· pend-
Efl'ert of ,t ·p·,.it. rng fur the P~1S>Css i o n of 

, . liH· .land, Ol' ol any portiou 
ul th e laud, m respect of wh1d1 the ;urea1• is due 
may ot:dt•r the J >co r~~n making such dcpusi t to b;. 
placc•d 111 tc: •~pomt·~· pos~cs~i o tf of I he land subject 
L,' l tlr ; provr•IOil~ ut the· ~c..ide or Ctvil Procedure 
lur ~"' Ill~ ~ec•u:r .~y, prndrng the determination of 
an appeal ; and 11 the I" rson who nmde. the deposit 
pro\'cs that. the depos1t wa; tuade to protect 
111tcrc ·ts whtch would IHI''e bcc·u cudarwered . 
damaged by lite s:clc of the land the c 0"',, 1.t ].

0

11
1 

. I . I . !. ' s l,J 
~ ll'e a c GC r<'e m liS : • vour ogainst the propriet . 
lor the amount deposited. 01 

5!J. if the arrear is ~~~·t paid . according to the 
l\otiric11tiou for sale. hrs t llo,trficat.iot~, the De

puty Commts~lon •·r shall 



issue n second notific·atinn spe,·ifying the in.ten•sts 
which are to be sold, a11d the day 011 whtch the 
sicle is to commence, which da!' m11 st be not l<•ss 
tlwn fifteen nor more than tlmty. d•ys from th.e 
date of the not ifica<ion, ami warnwg all ~ubordc
nate holders of or lt•ssees of the laud to pay no 
ncore rent to th e cleflcultcr. 
~0 person wh.o. pa~s an~ such r.en~ after . th.e 

elate of 5111·h notcfccatcon sh,tll be enlc tlcd to ccetl ct 
therefor as against the purchasN at the sale l•y 
auction. 

110. I f the land l1as not been attached pre
viou"ly to the n .. tification 

Attachmen t. mention• d in sec tion fifty -
nine, it shall be attached upon the i~s ue of sudt 
notification. 

61. Upon the day fixNI in thr, second notifi r·a
ti on, the land >hall be 

Offer for sale. offered f" r sa le hy the 
Commissioner of the clistrid or IJ,· a Dc·puty Co m
tni s> ioner in the laml·revc·nu e offic~ at the ~l ead 
quart ers ul th e di:'tricl, unless the Fncnncial Com
missioner directs the sale to ue hc· ld ebcwlH're. 

t'2. The oiEcer who is to conduct the sale may 
adj ourn it, if from any 

Adjournment nf sale. un'av 11 idable cause he is 
unable either to co mmence "~' t" complete it. 

G3. I r th e land to ue sold i ~ n share in land 
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held by co-~ha r!'rs whe
. Sale of shnrc, Jll'c-emp- thor lll C !llbe r~ or ·" vill .tge 

tcou. e11 ncntunill' <•I' not, am! if 
the purchaser is n'>t a co-sharer; any co·sharer 
ma\', on the da y of sal!', tm<l bdoc P. the (:ffic·cr 
CO!;ductin<r the sale has left the place nJ' :;ale, aud 
ir'hc is re~dy to comply with 'the pro.vi:;ions as t•• 
dcpo>it nnd payment herea fte.r contacnecl, de111and 
the share at the P' icc bid for 1t by the purchaser. 

G4. If the purchaser is not a eo->lwrec·, he 
shall, by the act or pur-

Purchaser of share chase become a eo->harer, 
hccomcs eo-shnrcr. and ;;icail be suhj<·ct t<l all 
the liabilities and cus toms to which the defaulting 
proprict9r was subject. 

65. Land shall not bP. s11ld to any p<'r:on, 
other than a co-shan·r, f, ,r 

Lancl not to he solei. any amount l e~s than the 
fur less thnn nnc:u· ot arrear of' revenue dtH! 
revenue. thereon, and if' no l,id to 
that amount is madP, rhc lnntl may be w.ithdn.twn 
from sa le, or it lll ay ue UOUf,i ht nn bchalt. ,,f (>OV 
emment at thB price of one rupee : l'rov cdcd th at 
no share in land shall be purchast·d on accou11t 
of Go\'etnmcnt. 

G6. 'J'I,e purchaser at any such ~ulc s!• .. ll de-
. posi t immedcatc· ly 111 ca ·It, 

Dcpostt. notes or ;31;ctc• sccuriti e:J, 
duly en dorsed, twenty.fh·e per cen t. 011 the fl ll<Oll<•t 
Lid.bv him. lf he fails to do so, the land shall be 
expo~·ed to sal<> nr;ai11, and lte shall be .. unsidcc ed 
to have committed a c<• ntcmpt within th e mca11iug 
of Chapter X. of the Cod.c of Crimin"l Pco<·cd •tre, 
and the oniccr cnuductmg the sa le ~hall ha ve 
powec· to proce•;d aga.in~~ h~rn i<t lite lll rt unt r l'l'c
scribed in the Code of Crmunul Proccdm c. 

67: Tlte remainder of the. purclcasc-moncy 
shall be paid bc·forc ~ un-

l'aymcnt of unln nce. se t on the thirti~th c.lny 
from the day on whi.·h ch~ sale t•JUk ]•lace, 01> if 
th" thirtieth day Ice a lwhday, then on the fir~t 
oJiice day afcer that day, aud, rn dcfuult of such 

payment, the deposit shall be forfeited, and the sale 
shall beco111e void, mid the land shall be re-sold. 

68. Before such t·e-snlc, a noti fication1• simif~t· 
to the one menuoned 111 

Rc-snl~. section fifty-nine, shall he 
i ~snccl, but it shall not i ~sue till three clear days 
after the default. 

69. If, upon re-sale of the land, the price 
ultimately received i< less 

Loss on rc-snlc nn nrrenr 1 han the prie<l uflercd hy 
of rc,cnuc. the defaulting bidder, the 
difference ~ h a ll be r<'o·m·dcd a> an arrear of land· 
revenue due fr r>1n h~n, and may be recovHed as 
such; and tf more bidders than on'e m~ke def,tnlt, 
they shall be jointly and. severally hal~!~ to the 
extent of thei r rf'spective lmls lor such dcflerencc, 
and the amount u]ticuately recovered simi! be 
credited to the person in respect of whose default 
the land wn s sold. 

70. Whenever a deposit is forfcit~d, the default-
. . ing pt'npriclor of the land 

On forfccf'me of <lcpusct may pay or lender pay
defaulter mny tc111lcr ut·- ment 0'f the . arrear 1'01' 

renr. which the land \l'fiS ex
posed to sale, nnd such payment ot· t~nd<· r shall 
prevent any re· sale. · ~ 

71. Any person whMe interest in land has 
. been snld by auction may, 

Appeal ngmnst sale. \l'llhin fil'tren days from 
the sale, :c ppcal lo the Commissi•m<'.l' of the Di~i
sion in 1vhieh the tircle i ~ held, and the Commt,;
sioner tuav, if he conside r~ t.hat the mle has heen 
illegally ~o ~<dudc d, annul th·· sal••, or, if he thinks 
that the ;ale ought. to be anuullet~ on any other 
<>Tound, rc·,·onunend the Local (,overnmenl to 
~nnnl it, and th e l.ocnl Clo1•ernment mny do so if 
it think~ proper. If the sale is annulled, the 
dt•pos it shall ue rcfurucd to llw purchaser with 
interest u t the rule of live per <:cnt. per annum 
from the time when the deposit was made. 

72. If the purchase-money ha• be!'u paid, and 
When sale becomes final. if ll>l appeal has been-

made, ot· cf a!t appeal hns 
been brought aud dismissad, the ~" le shall become 
final on the thirtic•th day front the date thereof. 
If an appeal a!!ainst the sale i6 peuclinp: on that 

. day, the ,ale shall not be-come rum! till lite day 011 
wliich the uppcal is dismissed. 

73. No sule shall be 
Grou111Is nn which sale se t a"idc on any of the 

mny uot he set asi, lc. 
. following grounds:-

(I) that a lender of the n• r~ar wa~ made ufter 
ofli c~ hours ou the last day ~pecificd in tl.csecond 
notification; 

(2) that l Icc rl efnultcr !tad ""Y claim n~;ainst 
the Govcrunwut; 

(:l) tl•at the rcveuuc du<• from the dt·faultcr 
had IJc·cn rcmiLted, unletis the l.ocul Government 
admits it: 

(I) that mouey be· Inn!! in;! lo the tlefauller and 
sutiicient I.<J >ali ,: J'y the wlwlc~ or any patt of the 
arrear was in auy (jovcrnmc.;ut treasury, uuless the 
tle l'aul ler haJ au l'Sclusive nncl nndi~puted pro· 
pr·rty th er<: in, actd uul<·R~ , after application by the 
deliwltcr widciu lhe time spc,· ifit'd in the tl'otili
catinn that such tnoney shall be applied h.> the 
satisf:cclion olthe at-reac·, the Deputy Commissioner 
neg-lc•cl ed or ret used upon insuflicienl grouuds so to 
apply it; 

(5) that tile lund sold docs not belong to the 
defaultet·. 



7-1. No such sale as afcresaid shall be set aside 
Ol' miuullcd by any Civil 

Cil·il Court mny not Court, C'Xcept on the 
nnnul sole. !!round that thn land sold 
was not the lnnd on whi ;·h the ancar of revcnne 
in respect of which it wns sold wa.s ch~P, or on 
account of a breach of the rnlc:; hcrembelore con
tailled; but any person aggrieved hy any act or 
omission of any public otlker in reference to any 
such sale, may' sue ~nch ollicer or the Go,·crnmcnt 
therefor. 

i 5. When the sale becomes final, the Deputy 
Comn·, i~•ioner of the dis-

Cc,·tificnte of title. trict shall gi"e the pur-
chasm· u c~rtificate of title in the following form :-

"I c~rtifv rhnt A. B. has pnrchas<·d at public 
au<"tion uniJer the Panjab Land-Jtc,·enue t\ct, 
1871, and rh ut his ptH'ch~t,~e t~ok 
ctlect on tl•c day of (be~ng 
the dale of 1he day nfler that fixed fot· the la>t 
day of paymenr.)-::::igned by the Deputy Com
missioner of tlw district. 

The ~aid certificate may be, produced in uny Court 
of civil judicature ns evidence of the mallets slated 
therein and the Court shall prPSilme the genuine
ness or' every document purporting to be ~uch a 
certificutf'. 

76. The Deputy Commissionet· of the district 
shall publish a notifica
tion of the trn11sfc·r of the 

Notitiention of tmnsfcr. property of the said land 
to the pmchaser. 

77. The purch"se-
Applicotion of purdmsc- money shall be applied 

moucy. us follows:-
(\) to the payment of the arrear due on the 

Jutes\ uay of flllVIllCllt; 
(:2) to the pitymcnt of any other arrear of land 

re1•ennc due by the same Jl"rson; 
(3) the ~nrplus shall be pui<l to the Into pro

prief.or, or, if the lnntl were lu·ld in shares, then 
to tlw co·sharers rolledi,·ely or according to the 
amount of their respective intcrc:; ts nt the discre
tion of the Deputy ( : ommi~,;ioner. 

78. The surplus 8hall nut be payable to any 
Sur •Ius. ct·~•lilor of tl~c \at~ J'r0-

1 p1'1Cl01' on Ius dcmund, 
anti shall not be reta,incd in the land-t·evenue 
tre:1suoy, except under prccef~l of a Court of dyif 
judicnlurt>, und in snti~ facti :•n of a decree ol such 
Cuurl; and whenevet· the Rurplus of pmchast•· 
mnn"y h-•s been iu any such rn~c paid to the 
creditors of the proprietor under a precept of n 
Court of •·ivil'judintttll·c, ami a decree aunullin)! 
the sale is afterwards pas•ed, the Jli'Of1t'ictor shall 
not be r·e:~ to•f'd to posse~siou, until the amount 
so poitl be returned by lti~u with iut.erest. 

No Court ~hall cntr·rtam uny Slllt to oust the 
certified purchaser tlll the ground that the pur
chase was made on behalf of any person other 
than the certi!ietl purchaKet·, though hy agreement 
the name of the certified purchaser wus u~cd. 

79. 'l'lre per$Oil named in the certificate of title 
'· , 1. 1 .1. · ns purchaser ~hall he lin-

Purcunscr s tn" '1Y· ble for nil instalments of 
land-revenue which may full due subsequently to 
the 1171cst date of payment aforesaid. 

80. \-\<'hen a sale is reversed by a dt>cree of a 
f 1 /. Chi! Court of judicature, 

Refund 0 purr IPS - the purchase-money shall 
money. be refunded with interest 
at five per cent. per n~nttm. 
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Sf When any Court by n prccep~ i ~sued· in 
. that behalf dtrCCI S al~J 

Rc,·cnne Ofiicc•· to ex- He venue Offic<' r to · i>we 
ccutc tlccrccs of Court. ngain. t any land fot: '·!•e 

. 1. . f · 1 •· L o·decrel' anv of Inc sntts acltull o any JliC ~111~11 1 · II · 
I ' I • J' 'fite(\ j'ol' the Cn CCtiOII processes 1crem ue ure spec• ' . . 

or fll'l' t: HrS or land-revenue, such llevenue Ofh.cer 
shal l i:;sue sul'it pr oce~s accordiugly,_ ac,·o.rdm~ 
to the t<Xi~cncy of such prec<·pt, and ~hall I r pot t 
tlw' execution th ~ reof lo such Court. 

82. Commissioners may exercise all the p~we rs 
, . . hercinbelinc mcnt:oncd 

Powers of Comm••· fur the recovery of land
sioncl's. rev,·nue ,\nc.l fol' the reco
very of any other revenue due from any person to 
the floVCI'IIIliCnt. 

CHt\PTim Vfl. 
PowP.n Tl) LocAl, Govl.in ;>;:UE~:T ·ro MAKtl RuLES. 

~3. The Local Gqvernmcnt may from time 
Loc:~l Gov.ernmcnt to to titne, make rules nnt 

mnt;c rules. in consisteul with this Act, 
for the pmpnse or C'arry

ing it into effect, and such niles, us well as rules 
01; the matters hcrt!inbefore ~ pccially refenctl to, 
shall have the force of law if the following coudi
tions nrc fulfilled, but not utherivise :-

(I) if' lite previons sanction of the Go,•et·nor 
General in Council is obtained to such rules; 

(2) if th ey arc published in the Gazette as 
rules having the force or law. 

The Local Government may at any time niter 
or cancel any such rules. 

13'1. All rules having the force of law made 
under this Act shall, with 

Re-publication of rules. th e previous sandionofth e 
Go vernment of India, be 

rc-publish~d c•very year in th e mouth of .June, and 
upon such re· publicnlion, all such rules sha ll be 
nrrnng<·d in the ordet· of their suhjcC't-t1Jaller, and 
all such alterations or amendments as may have 
been made in th e course c,f the preceding yea•·, or 
may have become necessary or ad visai,Jc, shall be 
embodied therewith,. and upon ~uch re-publication 
nil previous rules shall be repealed. 

STA1'EMilN'r 01' 0nJ ECTS A;>; )) Ht> ,\SONS. 

The obj ect of this Bill is to express in a sin.,.Je 
enactment and in unamlril;uous lan~uage the va~· i
ous rules and Ot't!Prs \tnving the forcE' of law by 
1~h i ch the proccedin~s nf f{evenue and 8elllemeut 
Of-ficials in the Panjub nrc at present governed; to 
prescribe with distinc·tness the cnur~e of procedure 
which is to be followed in the assessment of 
revcnu~;>, and in the compilation and conection of 
th~ reccr~l of rig h~s ! and to define pr~cisely the 
eHccts of tlw dcctswns P·•sscd and fitcts recorded 
l•y ofliccrs in the course of a settlement. /" 

No exprc,;s law on lhc•e ~uhj ccts has ever been 
passed fo•· the Panjilb, and the He1~ulations by 
which ~ttllcme~tl Ullicers were originally i'ustructed 
to, gntde ~hetr. J~roceedings are couched in 
languag e' ~~· htcl~ ts 111 some cases innppi'Opriale to 
the pecuhat· cu·cun•slant·es nf land t•·nure in the 
~rovince,. in others vague, obsolete, ot· otherwise 
llltlJ>prnpnate. 

(Signed) J. F. ST!li'UEN. 
Simla, the 5111 Srptember 1871, 

I!. s. CIII<Nll\'GIIAM, 
Ofilciating Secnfary to the Council of lite 

Govcrno1· General far VJ•aking 
l•1tos and R··gztlatiorts. 



The following Bill wns introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Ucgulati ons on the 
5th September 1871, and was referred to a ~elect 
Conmiittee with instru~tions -to make their report 

thereon in four weeks :-

Bill No. 23 of !871. 
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THE INDIAN WEIGHTS 1\:\'D M EA SUHE:3 
OF CAPACITY BILL, 1871. 

CONTENTS. 

Preamble. 
l.-Prelimiuar!J. 

St:CTIO N· 
, I . Short title. 

Locnl extent. 

II.-Stauclq•·ds. 

2. Stnndnrd of Weight. 
3. Units of Weights and l\IcastJrcs of Capacity. · 
4. Special Weights and i\Icnsurcs of Capacity to be 

authorized. 
5. Districts how defined. 

Sub -districts how defined. 
6. Primary standards to be' provided. 
7. Local stnndnrds to be provided. 

Ill.-Use of new Weigltts cuul j)[pasures nf Capacil!J. 

8. Usc of 11cw iYeigl;ts nu<l l\Iensut·cs of Capacity 
in Government Offices, &c. 

9. Contracts by Weight or i\Icnsluc of Capacity. 

IV.-Wttrdens. 

10. Appointment of Wardens. 
I I. Power to mnkc rules. 
12. Publication of rules. 

Com mcncemcut of rules. 
13. Periodical YCrificntion of w~ights, l\Icnsnrcs of 

Cnpncity, nnd Dnlnnccs. 
14. Refusal to vcrifr or concct things unfit. 
I;}, Exercise of nny nf,Ynrdcn' s pnwers. 
l G. C-ounterfeiting Warden's mnrl;s. 

· J7, 'l'nblcs of equivalents. 

A Bill to regulate tltr: Wei!Jhts aud !lfcasw·c•s nf 
Capacity of British _India. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the ulti

l'rcnmblc. 
mate adoption nf an uni
form systeon of W ei!!hts 

:md Measur~s of Capacity throug-hout British 
India; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

1.-Preliminur.l/. 

I. This Act may be called "The Indian 
Vl'eid1ts Hnd i\'J,·a F nr~s of 

Short title. Capacity Act, H!71," ami 
Local extent. extends to the whole of 

Brilish India. 

I 1.-Standards. 

2. The primary Standard nf Weight shall be 
Standard or Wci"ht. c'allcd ~ Ser, and shall ?e 

" a '¥ etght of metal 111 

the possession of the Government of' India, equal, 
when weighed in a vacuum, to the wei•rht ktwwu 
iu France as the Kilograuune des archf:·o!:;. 

Vl.-42 

3. The · Units of 
tinits of Weights and \Veioht and of Measures 

i\lcasurcs of Capacity. of C~pacity shall be-

for Weights, the s~.id Ser ; 
for Measures of Capacity, a measure containing 

- one such Ser of water at its maximum denhity, 
weighed in a vacuum. • 

•l. The Govemor Genem\ in Council may, 
from time to time, by 
notification in the Gazellt< 
o.f Inrli", declare the 
magnitude anrl denomi

Spcci:"l\ 'V cigh_ts nn<l 
lllcnsurcs of Capnc>ty to he 
nulhorizcd. 

nations of the Weights and Measures of Capacity, 
other than the said units, to be authorized .under 
this Act: 

Provided that every such \\'eight or Measure 
of Capacity shall be an integral ~ult~ple o~ inte
gral sub-multiple of one of the umts aloresmd. 

The Govcrnot· General in Council may, in like 
manner, revoke such notific·ation. 

U nle~s it be otherwise ordered in any such noti
licatiou the ~ub·divisions of all such Weights and 
Mcasur'es ol' Capacity shall be expressed in dcci
mul parts. 

b. The Govemov Geneml in Council may, 
. . from tin.e to time, by nu-

D:stncts how defined. tification in the Gazette 
oflndia, define the limits of di~trich< lor the pur
poses of this i\1'1 . 

The Local Govl'mment may, from time to time, 
by notification in thr. ofli

Snb-districts how ;lc- cia! Gazette, define the 
fine<\. limits of sub-districts for 
the purposes o! this Act, 

6. The Governor General in Council may pro

Primn>-y stnndnrus to ' be 
providctl. 

of the Faid authorix~d 
Capacity. 

vide, lor such district$ as 
he thinks fit, proper p•·i
mnry staudards and S<·ts 

Weights and Measures of 

Such standards shall, for the purposes of thi~ 
Act, be deemed the standards for such districts. 

7. The L<•<·al Govemment m'ly provide, fot· 
such suh-di~tricb1 as it 

J..ocel damlanl• to be thinks fit, copies of such 
1"0 '·hkol. of the said authoriud 
\V eig:hts and M ea~urcs of' Capacity as shall be 
ncce~sary to 
sub-distt icts. 

~crve as local standards in such 

Such local Handards shall be deemed correct, 
until they arc proved to be otherwise. 

II I.-Usc of new Weiqltts and JY[easures of 
· Cllpacity. 

8. Whenever the Govemor General ir\ Council 

Use of new \\'(•ibhts nnd 
1\lcasure~ of C:t(lliCity in 
Govcrumcnt Oflicc~ , &c. 

considers that prnp<·t· 
standard Weights and 
Measures of Capacity 
have been made availabfe 

fot· the verification of the Wei«hts aml Measures 
of Capacity t•• lw u,;cd by any Govemment Oflice 
or l\'iunicip.,( Body or Hallway Company, the 
Gov~rnor Gencml in Council may, by notiticntion 
in the Gazette of lmliCI, direct that after a date to 
I.e fixed therein, all or any of the Weights aniJ 
Meusures of' Capac:ity authori1.ed as oforcsnid 
shall be ll~<'cl in dealings and conh·ncts by such 
Ollice, Body ot' Company; and may, in like man
ner, from · time to time, alter or revoke suda 
direction. 
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9. After the date fixed in any notification 
under section eight, all 

Contracts by W.cight or dealings and contracts 
1\leasurc of Cnpnc1ty. ]Ind. nnd made by the 
Officers, Bodies, or Companies mentioned in such 
notification, for any work to be done or goods to 
sold or del!vercd by w~ight or Mea.snre of Capa
city shall, in the absence of n specwl agreement 
to the contrary, be deemed to be had and ma.de 
accordinu to the vVei·,.hts or Measures ofCapac1ty 
directed 'in such notifi~ntiou to be used by such. 
Offirers, Bodies or Companies. 

JV.-Wardens. 
10. The Governor General in Council and 

the "Locnl Government, 
Appoint.mcnt of Wnr- respectively, shu II appoint 

dens. '~'ardens lor the custody 
of the primary and local standards a~1d sets. of 
authorized Weights and Measures ol Cnpnc1 ty, 
hereinbefore me~ii ioned. 

The Governo•· General in Council, or the Local 
Government, respectively, may, at any ti 1~1 e, 
suspend or remove any such \Varden and apprnnt 
another. 

IJ. The Govemor General in Council may, 
from time to time, make 

POI<Cr to make rules. rules consistent with this 
Act for regulating the following matters :

(a)-The appointment of Wardens ; 
(b)-The guidance of Wardens in nil matters 

connected with the performance of their duties ; 
(c)-'fhe provision, replacement, custody ~nd 

use of the stand,mls ; 
(cl)-The method of verifying locul standards 

and Weights, Weighin~ ·Machines ~nd Measures 
of Capncity authorized under tlus Act, ami 
Balances, and of certifying such verifi cation; pro
l•idtd that such verification shall no t he required 
to be made oftener than once in two years ; 

(e)-The errors which may be tolera ted in 
Wei(Thts, Weighing Machines nne! 1\l ea~ures of 
Cap:city authorized nnder - this Act, and in 
Balances; 

(f)-The shapes, proportions and dimensim1s 
.to be given to Weight,;, Wrighing Machines and 
Measures of Capacity authorized under this Act, 
and to Balances, and the materials of which they 
may be made; , 

(g)-Marking Weights and 1\'lcaslll'es of Capa
city authorized under this Act with their several 
denominations; 

(h)-The conditions uncle•· which Go1•emment 
Ollices, Municipal Bodies and Haihray Companies, 
shuJl be subject to in~pection and ''crification of 
the \-\'eights, Weighing Mac~ hines and M"asures 
of Cupacity authorized under this 1\ct, and of the 
Balances used by them; 

(i)-The fees to be paid for verifying, correcting· 
and certifying the verification of Weights, Weigh
ing Machines and Measmes of Capacity authorized 
under this Act, nud of Balances. 

12. s 'uch rules shall 
Publication of rules. be published in the Ga-

zctt.e of Imlia. 

And the Governor Gcncr~l in .Com.lcil may~ by 
· nottficalJon m the G a-

Commencement of rules. zellc of India, decl~rc 

that, from and after a day to be nam e~ thcre:n, 
all or any of the said rul es shall come mto f~t cc 
. · t f Uovcmmcnt Office, M untctpal 111 rcspcc o any , 

1 1 
to 

Dody or Hailway Company, .an( .1 lereupon, 
the extent specified in such n?hficattOn, such 1 ules 
or rule shall have the force ol law. 

13. All officers of ·Govennm nt, municipal 
. offi cers, olli cers and ser- 'i 

Pcriorlicnl ,·crifiention of vants of Railway Com
Wc!ghts, ~fcnsures of Cn- panics shall comply with 
pnctty nnrl llnlnnecs. such r~l es so r .... as they 
concern them, and pay such fees as the sa id ruleH 
shall prescribe. 

14. , The Ward en may cl efa<'e, ot· rend er in-
. capable of usc, or rcfu ~e 

Rcfo!snl to vcnfy o•· cor- to ·vcr ify, con·rct, or mark, 
rcct tlungs unfit. any thing so brought, 
which appears to him unfit_ for verification or cor
rection. 

15. Any of the powers and clnt.ics conferred 
· and imposed by this ,\ ct 

Exercise uf any of Wnr- 011 a W:,rden may be 
rlcn's powers. exer(·ised ami pcd ormcd 
by any other officer wh om the Local Govcmment 
mny, fi·om time to titpe, appoint. 

16. 'Whoever knowingly counterfeits any mnrk 
. . • , used by a Warden und er 

Countcrfc•tmg " nrrlen s section fourteen, shall be 
mnrks. . J I . I · · punts ICC \I'll I 1111 Jli'ISOII-

111 enl for a term which may extend to three yea r~ , 
and shall nlso be liable to fin e. 

17. The Local Go vernment may, from time to 
Tnblcs of equivnlenls. ti m~ , prepare t ~b l es <•_f the 

eqmv .. !ents of H7etght H 
and Measures of Capacity other than th ose autho
rized under this Act, in tenns of the "'e i ~ hts ami 
lVIeasmeR of Capacity, so authori zed, ancl th e 
equivalents sci stated, after notilicntir·lll in th e loca l 
ollieial Gozctte, shall be deemed the true erzul
"alents. 

~'I'ATEMENT Ol' OnJECTS A ND H~:Aso~> s. 

The Indian Weip.hts and Measures 1\ct , 1870 
having bc·en disallowed, it is now proposed to re
enact such portions of that Act as were not 
obj ected to by the Secretary of Sta te. The pre
sent Dill is, therefore, practico lly a re-enac tment 
of Act XL of 1870, with th e omission of the pro
' 'isions which re~erred to measurrs of length and 
area, or anthotTled Government to cnmp.el 1 he 
adoption of the new weight s in pa1 ticular cases. 

(Signed) J. F. S T EPHEN. ·· 

Simla, The 5th Septembc1· l Si I. 

II. S. Cui\'NlNGIIAM, 

0 [/iciat ing Sccl·etflf',IJ to the Council of lite 
Govo1·nor Gmcralj'm· mctltill.fJ 

Lmcs ancl Rt'f)ldati!ms. 


