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[Pnbli~lwd wit!t tlw "Bombay Gooetnmcnl Gazelle" <!f llw 17llt .August 187 J .] 

VI. 

B I L L S 0 F TtH G 0 V E R ~\Hv1 E t\1 T 0 F It~ D.. I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following Bill was introduced into the Coun-

l cil of the Govem or G eneral of India loa· the 
purpose of making Laws and Hegulations 
on the 1!:i th July 11:17 1, and was referred to 
a Selec t Commi ttee with instructi ons to make 
their report then•on in a month :-

Bill No. 1'1 of 18'71. 

A Uill tu amend the E uropean f1a.g1'W1.cy A cl, 1869. 

\\' HlmEAS it is expedi~nt to amend the E uropean 

l'rcnmulc. Vagrancy Act, No. XXI. 
of ll:i69 ; l t is hereby en-
ac ted as fu iiOII'ti :-

I. The thirty-fi rst sec tion of tha sa id ;\ct 
Amcn•lmcnt of section shall be rend as it; a fter 

:J I of Act XXI. of 186~. the words'' to se rve whom 
he has so landed in India 

or !aft the a rmy," there occmr~d the words" or . 
to whom any animal, in eharf:!;e uf or in a ttc11da 11 ce 
upon which he has coma to Ind ia, may ha ve been 
consig·ncd." 

2. This Act shall ue read wi th, and taken as 
Coustructioll'of Act. part ol; the Europaan 

Va~l'illl cy Att:, 180(). 
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STA'rEMEN'f OF 0DJECTS AND llEA.'lONS· 

The ouject of this nil! is to proride for the case 
of men coming from 1\ us tralia in charge of horses, 
on engagements which terminate on the conclusion 
of the voyage. Such persons arc nt once tl1rown 
out of employ and become vagrants; uut as there 
is no paa·son in this country 'to serve whom' they 
have lr,ndcd, it is impo~sible lo put in lirrcc the 
provisions o( section thirty-one of the European 
Vagrancy i\ ct, 1869, as to the rec01·ery of cos t of 
removal and other expenses incidantal to their va
g rancy. The present Dill enlarges the wording of 
sec tion thirty-one iu such a mamwr as to rende1· 
tha importer or consignca of any animal liable to 
all charg·es incurred hy the S late in consequence 
of the person who has rome to india in chaagc of 
such auimal, uecoming a vagrant within a year 
after his ani l'fll in India. 

(Signed) J. F. STE!'UEN . 

Silllla , 7'/tc ?.7th J unc 1871'. 

II. S. CuNNI NGHAM, 

0 fliciatiu,q S ecretary to til(! Council of the 
Gouanor G'cnrralfur mahing 

Laws a/IC/ R ('!JIIlati rJI/s. 



The following Bill was introduced into ~he Coun
cil of the Governor General of I ndm for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
25th July 1 Hil, and was _referred to a Sele~t 
Committee with instructions to make thmr 

' . k report thereon in s1x wee ·s :-

Bill No. 18 of 1871. 

A Bill to amend Act No. V. o.f 1840 (conceruing 
tl1e Oat/1s and J)eclamlions nf Ilimloos and 
;11 alwmcta11.<). • 

~ \.Ym.mrlAS it is expedient to amend and consoli
date the law relating to 

Preamh!e. . Oaths and Declara lions; 
It is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short title. 
1. This Act may be 

called " The ·oaths and 
DPclarations Act, 1871 :" 

It shall extend to the whole of British India, 

Local extent, and, so far as British 
subjects are concarncd, to 

~uch other places within the Indian dominions of 
Princes and States in alliance wi ~h Her Majesty, 
a~ the Governor General in Council shall, by 
notification, direct; 

Connncuecmcnt. And it shall come into 
force on the passing 
thereof. 

2. The enactments specified in the schedule 
hereunto annexed are re
pealed to the extent 

mentioned in the third column of the said schedule. 

l' nactmrnts repealed. 

Interpretation-clause. 3. In this Act-
The word ''law" means any Act, Hegulation, 

'Lnw.' or Order having the force 
oflaw,which the Governor 

~ 
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General in Council can by law repeal, nm!'nd, Ol' 

alter; 

The word '' Comt" includes a Coroner, a .Jus

'Court.' tice of-the Peace, and any 
other person l~gally em

powered to take evidence. 

4. Whenever, by any law for the time heing in 
l'orm of oath to he pre- force, the administration 

scrihe<l hy Local G0 ,,ern- of an oath to any pcr~on 
ment. is authorized in any 

Court, the oath shall be 
in such form as the Local Government shall from 
time to time direct: 

Provided that, in any such case, the Court or 
person authorized to administer such oath may 
permit a solemn affirmation in such form as the 
Local Government directs, to be substituted lor 
an oath; and shall do so, whenever it shall appear 
that the person, to whom the oath is to be admin
istered, has a conscientious objection to taking an 
oath, or does not understand its meaning, or regards 
it as unmeaning or useless. 

Until otherwise directed, the form of oath or 
solemn allirmation, now in use in any Court 01· 

proeeedings, shall be deemed to have been directed 
by the Local Govemment. 

If the Court has ren~on to believe that any 
witness attaches peculiar sanctity to any form of 
swearing, and that the employment of such form 
of swearing would be likely to make him tell the 
truth, it may employ that form either instead ol, 
or in audition to, the form above-mentioned, an<\ 
either in relation to the whole of the witness' evi
dence, or in relation to such part of it as has 
reference to any particular fact. 

SCIIEDULE. 

No. uf Act. Tille of ,\ct. Ex tent of repeal. 

- - - - - - --- - - ------ - - -

Act XXI. of 183i ........ An Act empowering GoYernors of l'rcsitl<·ncics am\ the l.i<·n· The whol~ now unrc-
!rnant-GoYCI'nor ofthe Nurth-Wcstcrn ProYiuc~s to dispense pealed . 
with oaths. 

Act V. of IS 10 ••••••••.. Au Act concerning the Oaths nud Declarations of Hiudoos The whole UO\~ unrc-
:md .Mnhometnns. prnlcd. 

Act XVIII. of ISG:3 . . .... An Act to mnh proYision fot· the speedy ntul c·ffieicnt disposal Section !J. 
of the business now pcmlin!( in the oflieP of the i\fnstcr of 
the High Court of,) udicatnJ'C nt :Fort Willinm iu llcugnl, 
nnd to provitlc for tl:e nholition of the Onths uow ndmiuis· 
tcrcd to Ilimloos nnd MnhomcJnns iu the sni<! Cnnrt. nud 
to nmcnd the Code of Ci,·il Proccdu•·e iu respect of pro-
cess issnccl out of the snid Court in the exercise of il s Uri· 

" -' gina! Civil Jurisdiction. 

S-rATEMilNl' OI' 0DJECTS AND HEASON S. 

Th_e obj~ct of this Bill is to throw into a siug lc mett~ur<· the Yario_us enactments at present rrgulatin~ 
the snbJect of oaths a nd solemn declarations, and to extend the operatum of these enactments to jurors and 
other pcroo:•s, besides witnesses in Court, for whom it is desirable that provision should he mad~. 

Simla, '1'/u! 13th July 187 I. 

Vl.- - 3() lJ 

(Signed) J. F. STili'IIEl'i. 

H. S. CuNNINGliAM, 

O(Tit·iatiu;t s ,crctaryl" tlw COIIIICilr~f tlw GorcniQ7' Gt:urralfor mukillg 
f. tuos aud R ryulatious. 


