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THE 

t) u b 1 i s h e d b 11 ~ u t lt o r it 11· 

THURSDAY, 10TH AUGUST 1871. 

®' Separate paging is given to this Pm·t, i11 order tltat it mag be filed as a separate com]Jilatiou. 

PART VI. 
B IllS 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N MEN T 0 F IN D l A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following Bill was introduced into the Coun

cil of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
25th July 11!71, and was referred to a Select 
Committee, with instructions to make their 
report thereon in six weeks:-

Bill No. 18 of 1871. 
A 'Bill to mncml Act No. V. of 1840 (coucrrni119 

tlie Oatlts and Declarations of llindoos and 
Malwmetans). · 
'VHEREAS it is expedient to amend and consoli;. 

date the law relating to 
Oaths and Declarations; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :-
. l. This Act may be 

Preamble. 

Short title . called " The Oaths and 
Df'clarations Act, 1871 :" 

It shall extend to the whole of British India, 
Local extent. and, so far as B1·itish 

•. , subjects are concerned, to 
S l}.. , other places within the Indian dominions of 
Princes and States in alliance with Her Majesty, 
as the Governor General in Council shall, by 
notification, direct; 

Commencement. And it shall come into 
force on the passing 
thereof. 

2. The enactments specified in the schedule 
Enactments repealed. hereunto annexed are re

p~aled to the extent 
mentioned in the third column of the said schedule. 

Inte~·prctntion-clnusc. 3. In this Act-
The word " law" means any Act, Regulation, 

• Law.' or Order having the force 
oflaw, whichthe Governor 

VI.-34 

General in Council can by law repeal, amend, or 
alter; 

The word ·ct Court" includes a Coroner, n Jus-
• Court.' tice of the Peace, and any 

other person legally em
powered to take evidence. 

4. Whenever, by any law for the time being in 
Form of onth to be pre- force, the administration 

scribed by Locul Govern- of an oath to any person 
mcnt. is authorized in any 

Court, the oath shall be 
in such form ns the Loc:.l Government shall from 
time to time direct: 

Provided that, in any such case, the Court or 
person authorized to administer such oath may 
permit a solemn affirmation in such form as the 
Local Government directs, to be substituted for 
an oath; and shall do so, whenever it shall appear 
that the person, to whom the oath is to be admin
istered, has a conscientious objection to taking an 
oath, or does not understand its meaning, or regards 
it as unmeaning or useless. 

Until otherwise directed, the form of oath or 
solemn affirmation, now in use in any Court or 
proceedings, shall be deemed to have been directed 
by the Local Governmeut, 

If the Court has ren~on to believe that any 
witness attaches peculiar sanctity to anv fom1 of 
swearing, and that the employment of such form 
of swearing would be likely to make him tell the 
truth, it may employ that form either instead of, 
or in a<idition to, the form above-mentioned, nod 
either in rehltion to the whole of the witness' evi
dence, or in relation to such part of it as has 
reference to any particular fact. 



117 

SCHEDULE. 

No. of Act. Title of ,\ct. Extent of repeal. 

Act XXI. of 1837. , . .. .• , An Act empowering .Governors of Presidencies and the J,ieu- If he whole now unrc
tennnt-Governor of the North-Western Provinces to dispense pcnlcd . 
with oaths. 

Act V. of 18-10 ••.••• . : .• An Act concerning the Oaths and Dcclnrntions, of Hindoos The whole now unre, 
nnd 1\fnhomctnns. pealed. 

Act XVIII. of l8G3 . . .... An Act to"mnkc provision for .the speedy nnd efficient .disposal Section !l. 
of the business now r'endit1g in-the office of the .Mnster of 
the High Qourt of Judicnl\lre . nt l'ort Willinm in llCJ~g~l, 
nnd to pro,•idc for tl:e nbolitiun nf the Onths now ndmuns-
tered to Hindoos nnd Mnhomednns in the sni<l Comt, nud 
to nmend the Code of Ciril Procedure in respect of pro-
cess issued OLtt of the snid Court in the exercise of its Ori-
ginal Civil Jurisdiction. 

S 'J'ATEAIENT OF 0DJECTS .i.ND llllASONS. 

The object of this Bill is to throw into a single measure the various eilactn1ents at present regulating· 
the subject of oaths and solemn declnrations, and to extend the operation of these enactments to jurors and 
other persons, besides witnesses in Court, lor whom it is desirable that provision should be made. 

. (Signed) J. F. STEPHEN • 

Simla, The 13tlt July 1871. 

H. S. CuNNINGHAM, 

O.fliciating Secretary to tlte Council o.f the Gorernor General for mailing 
· Laws and Regulations . 
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