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[ PuMis!tcd with tile " B ombay Government Gazette" of the 15tlt June 1871.] 

PART VI. 

BILLS 0 F THE C 0 VERN MEN T 0 F INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The fo llowing Bill \vas in troduced into the Coun­
cil of the Govemor General fo r making Laws and 
Hegula tions on the 2nth iVIay l X71, and was 
referred to a Select Commi ttee with instructi"ons 
to make their report thereon in three weeks:-

Bill No. lS of 1871. 
A BilL to provide j o1· t!tc levy of m les Ott land in 

the P cmjub. 
Whereas it is expedient to provide for the levy 

l' rcnmulc. o! r~ les on lund i_n the 
Fun_Jab to be applied to 

local purposes ; It is hereby enac ted as follows :-

Short title. 
]. This Act mav be 

railed 'The Punjiib Local 
Rates' Ac t, 1871 :' 

It extends only tn the t<· rritories for the ti me 
Loc:~l exteut. being und er the guv cm-

me ut of t il e Lieutenant­
Governor of the P unj{tb ; 

Com•ncllct•ntcttt. 

I ute rpretntion-clausc. 

'"Commissioner.' 

And it shall come int o 
forl'e on the passing­
thereof. 

2. In thi~ Act-

' Commissioner' means 
the Commi~sioner of a. 
Division; 

'Deputy Commis~ i oner' 
' Deputy Commissioner.' . mea •1S the U ead Revenue 

0 flh ·er of a District ; 

' Lam!: means land n~ses~cd to the land-revenue 
and incl~des land whereof 
the land-revenue has been 

wholly or in part released, compounded fo r, re­
deemed or assigned ; 

' Ln:ul.' 

'Tenant' means any person using or occupying 
"l'cnnnt.' lan ~l, ar.d liable to p ny or 

dehver rent therefor; 

'Landhclder' means .any person owuin& land 
' Lnnclholder.' chargcn ble undertlHs Act; 

• Annunl value.' 'Annual value' means-

(I) doubl e the land-revenue for the time 
being a;;ses~ed on any land, whether 
such a sses~meut be Iel'iable or not; 

(2) and, where the lanrl-rcvenue has been per­
manently assessed, or has been 'yholly·or 
in part compounded for or r~deemed-

double the amount which, but for such 
permanent assessment, composition or 
redemption, would have been leriable. 

3. All land shall be liable to the payment ~f 
such rate as the Lieu-

Rate assessable. · t.enaut-Governorfromtime 
to time directs, not exceeding three wpees per 
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cent. on its annual value computed from the 
1st April 1R7l. 

Such rate ~hall be paid by the landholder inde­
pendently of, and in addition to, any land-revenue 
assessed on land for the land-revenue of which 
he is responsible: 

Provided that, in districts where a cess of two 
per cent. on the land-revenue is already levied for 
district roads, half the amount so levied shall he 
deemed to be a payment towards the rate leviable 
under this Act. 

F or the purposes of this section, the rate nssess­
ed on lands watered by canals, and known as 
the "water advuntage rate," shall be deemed a 
portion of the land-revenue. 

4 . Whenever a rate is charged on a landholder 
in respect of lands ·held 

Power to recover n sbnrc b t t \V.ttlt a ri" ht 
of rate from tcn:mt. Y a enan . o 

of occupancy holdmg at a 
favourable rent, fixed temporarily or permanently 
und er the provisions of any t\ct, or any agreement 
or any arrangement .at settlement, such landholder 
may rea lize from such tenant a share of the snirl 
rate, bearing the sa me propot'tion to the whole 
rate as the e.\" cess of the annual value over the rent 
paid by such tenant bears to half the annual value. 

6. 'the proceeds of all rates levied under thio; 
Act shall be carried to 

Rntes to he cnrrie<l to the credit of the Local 
general lund. . Government. 

6. The Licutenant-Governot· shall from time 
. to time assign from the 

Ass1gnmcnt.s for locnl funds at his disposal an 
purposes. a mount to be applied in 
each d istrict for expenditure on all or any of the 
following purposes : 

(I) the construction, repair and maintenance 
of roads and communications; 

(2) the cons ti'Uction and repair of school-houses, 
the maintenance and inspe<;tion of schools, the 
training of teachers, and the establishment of 
scholarships ; 

(3) the construction and repair of hospitals, dis­
pensaries, lunatic asylums, wells and tanks, the 
planting and pre~ervation of trees, the payment of 
all charge11 connected with the purposes for which 
such buildings or works have been constructed, 
and any other local works likely to promote the 
puhlic health, comfort or convenience. 

The sum of such assi"nments in any one year 
Fhall not he less than s~venly-five per cent. of the 
total sum levied undet· this Act in such district in 
the year in which tile assignment is made. 
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1. In the case of works which ·benefit mot·e 
. districts than one, the 

. w.orks benefiting IC\'Crnl Lieutcnnnt-Govemormay 
d•stncts. determine what propor­
tion of tho expenses of the work sl:all be borne 
by each of the districts benefited thereby, and such 
prnporti<ln shall he payable out of the assignments 
made as aforesaid to such districts respectively. 

8. Any portion of such assignment remainii1g 
. unexpended at the end of 

lJnexpe~dcd portion of the financial year in which 
asstgnmen · the assignment was n1ade, ' 
may, at the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
he re-assigned for expenditure in the same district, 
or may be applied for the b~nefit of the Panj!tb, 
in ~uch manner as the Lieutenant-Governor /i·om 
time to time directs. 

!i. Accounts of the receipts · in respect of all 

Accounts to he kept. rates levied und er thisA ct, 
and of the assignments 

malle under section six, shall be kept in each dis­
trict. 

8uch accounts shall, at all reasonable times, be 
open to the inspection of the Local· Committee 
hereinafter mentioned. 

An obstruct of such accounts shall be preparecl 
nnnunlly in En~lish and in the vPrnaCt\lar lan!!uage 
of the district, and ·shall I.Je opPn, at all rl!asonable 
times1 to public inspection at suitable places within 
the drstrict without the payment of uny fee. . 

An abstract of such accounts shall al~o be pub­
lished annually in the lo~al official Gazette. 

10. The Lieutenant (;overnor shall appoint, in 

Local Committees. ench district,~ committee 
consisting of not les~ 

thnn six person~, for the purpose of determining 
huw the amount mentioned in section six shall be 
nppfied, and of supen•isiug and controlling ·such 
amount: 

Pror•idcd tlmt not less thnn one·thi rd of the 
members of such committee ~hall be per~on s not 
in the service of Go1•ernment, and owning or oc­
cupying land in the distncr, or residing th'crein : 

The Lieuteunnt-Gnvnnor ~hall ft·orn time to 
lime prescribe the manner in which the membe•s 
of ~uch committe~ ~hall be appointed or removed , 
and shull dt>fine the functions nnd authority of 
sut•h comtnill~e. 

II. Suits for the reco,•e•·y frc1m co-shar·ers, 
tenants or others of uny 

~uits mu1cr Art cogni.. t f 
zable by Civil Courts. ~um ?n accoun ° 011.Y 

t·ate unposed undet• tlus 
Act, and nil snits on account of illegal e~nction of 
•uch rate, or for the settlement of accounts, shall 
b!! coguiznble by the Civil Courts. 

12. In matters connected with tla• assessment 
. . . . and colll'ction of any 8 Uill 

Ltmttallon of appeals. leviable uuder this Act, 
an appeal ~hull lie to the Commissioner from the 
ord~r of the Deputy Commissioner, provided thnt 
such appeal be presented within thirty days from 
the date or the order. 

The Comn1issioner's order on such appeal shall 
be tioal. 

13. The Lieutenant-G~vernnr may _invest any 
Power to im•cat aubord- officer subordm.,~e .to a 

inate oflic<·rs with powers D.eputy Commtsstoner 
of Deputy Comminiuner. Wtth all or any of the 

powel'll of a Deputy Com­
misllioner for the purposes pf this Act. 

The prdcrs. passed by any officer so invested 
shall be subject to revision by the Deputy Com­
missioner of the District. 

14. All sums due on account of any rate im- · 
posed under thi8 Act shall 

Recovery of rates. be recoverable as if they 
Were arrears of (and-l'eVPnUC due On the land Oll 
accom.tt of whirh the rate is payable. 

]5. The Lieutenant­
Supplementary powers Governor may, by notifi· 

of Local Government. cation from· time to time, 
. (a) r.•·~ scr! be by what instalments and at what 

trmes such rate shall be payabl ~, and by whom it · ? 
simi! I.Jc assessed, collected, and paid; 

(/,) make rules consistent with this Art for the 
guidance of oflicers in matte rs connected with its 
cnlor<-emen t · · . ' . 

(c) exempt wholly or in part any portion of 
the t<•rritories under his· governm ent from the 
operation of this Act, or exempt any land s from 
liabilir y to pay the wh ole .or any part of any rate 
und er th is Art; 

(rl) dit·eet fresh measurements and vary the 
assessment accordingly. 
· E verv notification nnd~r this section shall be 
publish ~d in the GOI;ernntei,t Gazelle, Punjab. 

STAT"~tEN'I' or. OnJ ECTS AN D R EASONS. 

Th(• F iuancial R~solution of the Go,·ernment of 
l• l,dia, No. 3:.l:l<t of the 14th Dece m her 1870, 
h•ving placed a limit. on the Htlll available to th e 
sev t!ral Admini•trntions fot• defruy ing the cost of 
provincial services and effecting loca l improve­
ment ~ , it is lound that the sum at th e di •pnsa l of 
the Lnca l Govemment for these purposes is in­
sufficient .. 

After <mefully considering the opin ions of 1 hP. 
nwst experienced oflicers of th (• Province, tIre 
J.ient enant-Govemor is ~ati ~ fi ed that, so far as the 
Panj (lh is concerned, tl.e fund ~ requ1red can best 
be rai>ed by imposing a light rnte on land, a mode 
of •aising local mvenue with which the prople of 
the Pm1j:'•b a rc familiar, which \vill call iuto piny 
no new machinery fo•· coll~ction, and involve no 
minute or vexatious i nquiri~s. 

Acc·ordiugly, it is pro posed to empower the 
Lieutenant· Governor to impose a rat e on land not 
exceeding three ·]Wr CP.n(. on its Rnnual value, th is 
bei ng computed at twice the land-rev(mue. Power 
i• given to the Lieut enant Gov(•rnor t.o e~empt 
any lan~l~, either '~l,10lly or· yartiall~, from pay­
ment ot the ratl' . I he rate Will be 111 addirion to 
any cPsses ah·cady lrvied, save in the case of dis­
tricts wherei'.' a road cess of two. pet· cc:>nt. on 
land-revenue rs collcctc·d. In the •·use of these . 
districts, one per cPnt. out of the two per cent. - ·'\ 
will he merg-ed in the pres~nt rate. 

Similar Bills for the North-Western Provinces· 
und Oudh i1ave already been pa~scd. 

(Signed) R. H. DAVIES. 

Simla, t!tc 22nd May l!i71. 

H. S. CuNNINGHA~r, 
Ojflciating S.·c1·etm·y to tl1e Council of t11e 

Got·enwr G'eneralfor maki11g 
Latus and Regulation.~. 
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