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[Published wit!t the " Bombay Government Gazette" qf the St!t June 187 J.] 

.· PART VI. 

B I'LL S 0 F TH E C 0 V E R N !11 EN T 0 F IN D I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEP ARTlVIENT. 

The following Bill was _introduced into the .Couh

cil of the Go,•emo•· G eneral fo•· making La'''s 

and Hegulations on the 19th May lSi I, and 

was re ferred to a Select Gommittee with 

instructions to make their report thereon in 

a furtnigh_t:-

Bill No. 15 of !871. 

A Bill to !Jive ve~lidity to the OJll'J'a!ioJt of the 
Gcncml Rroyrdatious und A cts within t!tc D e!tra 
nun. 
Whereas it is necessary to give validity to the 

Prcatnblc. operation or the General 
Hc~ulatious :nl(l Acts 

within th t! traot of country called the Dchnl Dirn; 
and to indemnify nil oflicers a nd other persons who 
have acted in thi! Dehru D1ln under the said Hcgu
lations and Act~; lt is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. The Uegulations and Acts rww in force in 

Confirmation of tho 
Rcgulntion~ mul Ar.:ts iu 
force in the Dehra Dun. 

th e di,;trict of Saharuupur 
s hall be deemed to have 
b~cn lawfully in fon·e in 
the I ract of country called 

t:hc Dchr:'i D(m from th l:! l :2th Augu:;t I H2~•, or, in 
the case of H egulation~ and Al'ls passed ~ubse
qnently to that datP, fro111 the dare of the passing 
thereo f. · 

2. All officers and other persons are hereby in-

Intlenmiil··cl:mse. d~nmifi~d fur any_thing 
• done belorc the passm:; of 

this Act whidt might lawfull)' have been done if 
·· thisA<:thad been in forcr; 

Bnr of suits. and no suit or other pro-
ceeding shall be maintained a~gainst any such 
oflicer or other person in respect of anything so 
done. 

:3. Nothing in thi s Act shall apply to that por
~a~·iu<> of Jo;msar lln- tion of the Dehrll Dun 

wur fro~t the operation of call,-,d J ounsar Bawur and 
this 1\ct. referred to in section 
eleven of Act XXIV. of 186~. 
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STATIDIEXT OI' OnJl!CTS AND HEASONd· 

The tract of country known a;; the Dehr£1 Dt1n 
has been, on severa l occasions, removed by legis
lative enactment from one jurisdiction to another. 
The final effect of these tmnsl'crs was assumed to 
be that the Dehrit Dtln was su~ject to the oper
ation of ·the General Hcgnlations and Acts, and 
for many year~ past t he administration of justice 
in that locality has been conducted on that 
assumption. 

In the case of Dick v. Jleseltine, the High 
Court ruled Ilmt the General Hegulations and Acts 
were not leg;a lly in force in DehrCt Dtin, and legis
lation for the purpose of giving validity tv the 
past procc~dings of the local court~ , which by 
this dec ision were in effect declared to have been 
illegal, became uecessary. 

\Vith this object a Bill to 'declare and consoli
dal~ the law relating to tho local extent of tho 
General Rc!!ulations am\ Acts, and the locll.1limits 
vi' the jurisaictions of the High Courts ond Chief 
Controlling l.levcnue Authoritic~,· which provides 
lor 1he case of Dchr:l Dun amongst others, was 
introduced into the Council more than n yem· ngo. 
That measure is of a somewhat complex char~cter, 
and consid~rnble difliculty and consequent delay 
in the adjustment of its details have been occa
sioned thereby • . 

Meanwhile, the state of thin ~;s in Dehra Dun 
. caused by the: misinterpretation of the law nppli
cabb to that tract <>i' country calls for a more 
speedy remedy. 

The object of the present Bill, th~refore, which 
is to be regarded only as n temporary measure, 
(f) be cventu:rlly absorbed in the more comprehen
sive Consolidation Bill above n•fcrred to, is to 
give validity to the operation of the General Re
g ulations and Acts within the Dchru Dun, reti'O
spcctively; and to provide an indemnity for nil acts 
done by those cngugcd in the local administration 
of that tract under a misapprehension of tho law. 

~Signed) F. H. CoCKERELL. 
Simla., tl~e l7tli 111ay 18il. 

H. s. C::NJSlliGUAM, 

Officialing SecrelaTIJ to tlte Council of t!tc 
Go~:ernor uener£•lfor mailing 

Latcs and R~gulations. 
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The following Bill wns introduced into the Coun
cil of the Governor General fo1· making Laws and 
Reg ulations on the 2oth Mny 1 H71, nnd was 
referred to a Select Committee with instructions 
to make their ;eport thereon in thr~e weeks:-

Bill No. 16 of 1871. 

A Bill to provide for the levy of rates 011 land in 
the Panjclb. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the levy 

11 
· of rates on land in the 

Prcam ' e. Punj ab to be applied to 
local purposes; It is hereby euac ted as follows :

Short title. 
]. This Act may be 

<'ailed 'The Punj :l b Local 
Rates' Act, 1871 :' 

. It extends only to the t~ rrit o ries for the time 

Local extent. 
being und er the govern
ment of the Lieutenant

G overnol·. of the Punjab; 

Commencement. 

lnterpretntiou-clnuse. 

' Commissioner.' 

• Deputy Commissioner.' 

And it shall come into 
force on the passing 
thereof. 

2. In th is Ac t-
' Commissioner' means 

the Commi~sione r of n 
Division; 

'Deputy Commis~i on er'. 
means the H ead 11evenne 
Onicer of a District; 

' Land ' means land a~sessed to the land-revenue 

'Lnn<l.' and includes land whereof 
the land-revenue has been 

· wholly Ol' in part released, compounded for, re
deemed or assigned; 

, 

'Tenant' means any person using or occupying 
''l'enaut.' lan ~l, a••d li able to pny or 

dehver rent therefor; 

'Landhc-lder' means any person owning land 
'Lnudholtlcr.' chargea ble under this Act; 

' Annual value.' 'Annual value' means-

( I) double the land-revenue for the time 
being a~sessed on any land, whether 
such assessment be levi able or not; 

(2) and, where the land-revenue has been per
manently assessed, or has been wholly or 
in part compounded f'or Ol' redeemed-

double the amount which, but for such 
permanent _asse;:sment, composition or 
redemption, would have been le\'iable. 

3. - All land shall be liable to the payment of 

Rate asscs•ablc. 

to time directs, not 
cent. on its annual 
1st April 1R71. 

such rate as the Lieu
tenant-Governor from time 

exceeding three rupees per 
value computed from the 

Such rate ~hail be paid by the landholder inde
pendently of, and in addition to, any land·revenue 
assessed on land for the land-revenue of which 
he is responsible: 

Provided that, in districts where a cess of two 
per cent. on the land-revenue is already levied for 
district roads, half the amount so levied shall be 
deemed to be a payment towards the rate leviable 
under this Act. 
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Fo1· the purposes of this section, the rate assess
ed on lands watered by canals, and known as 
thll "water advanta .. e rate," shall be deemed a 
portion of the land-r:venue. 

4. Whenever a rate is charged on a landholdet· 
Power to recover n shnrc in respect of l~nds ~eld 

of rnte from tenant. by a tenant With a rrght 
of occupancy hold in.,. at a 

favpurable rent, fixed temporarily Ol' perman~ntly 
under the provisions of any Act, Ol' any agreement 
or any arrangement at settlement, such landholder 
may realize from such tenant a share of the saicl 
rate, bearing the sume pro portion to the whole 
rate as the excess of the annual value over the rent 
paid by such tenant bears to half the annual value. 

5. The proceeds of all rates levied under thi ' 
Act shall be· carried to 

Rates to be carried to the credit of tbe Local 
generol fund . Govemment. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor shall from timP 
. to time · assign from the 

Ass1guments . for loen\ funds at his disposal an 
purposes. ; . · amount to be applied in 
each district for expenditure on all or any of the 
followin!(' purpose~ : 

(I) th e construction, repair and maintenance 
of roads and communications ; 

(2) the construction and rrpair of school-houses, 
the maintenance and inspe<: tion of schools, the 
training of teachers, and the establishment of 
scholarships; 

(3) the construction and repair of hospitals, dis
pensaries, lunatic asylums, wells and tanks, the 
planting nnd prc~crvation of trees, I he pnyment of 
all clmrg<'R connected with the purposes for which 
such buildings or works have been constructed, 
and any other local work• likely to promote the 
public health, comlcu·t or convenience .• 

The sum of such assi~nments in any one year 
~hall not be less than seventy-five per cent. of the 
total sum levied under this Act in such district in 
the year in which tile assignment is ;nade. 

7. In the cnse of works which bene/it more 
disll·icts than one, the 

W01·ks benefiting SCI'.crnl Lieutenant-Governor may 
districts. 

determine what propor-
tion of the expenses of the work shall be borne 
by each of the districts benefited thereby, and such 
proportion shall he payable out of the assi .,nmcnts 
made ns aforesaid to such districts respecti"veiy. 

8. Any portion of such assignment remaining 
. ul)~xpenucd at the end o~f 

Unexpcm\ed portion of the financial yea&· in which 
'
15"gument. the assignment was made, 
may, at the discretion of the Lieutenant- Govemor 
be re-assigned for expenditure in the same district' 
?r m_ay be applied for the. b~nc fit of the Panji1b: 
m such manner as the Lieutenant-Governor from 
time to time directs. 

fl. Accounts of the receipts in respect of all 
Account. to he kept rates levied und~r this Act, 

' and of the assi~nmcnts 
m~de under section six, shall be kept in each dis
tnct. 

Such accounts shall, at all reasonable times, be 
open to the inspection of the Local Committee 
hereinafter mentioned. 
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An abstract of such nccounts shall be prepared 
annur1lly iQ English and in the vprnacuhu· lnn!!uage · 
of the disrliclo. and shall be ope!', at all rensm~ab.le 
times, to public inspection at surtab.le places wrtlun 
tJ1e district without the payment ol nny fee. 

An abstract of such nccounts shall nl~o he pub
lished nnnually in the lol·al official Gazette. 

10. The Lieutenant Governor ~hall appoint, in 
each district, n committee 

Local Committees. .. cons•stmg of not less, 
than six" persons, for the pu_rpose _of d~ler·mining 
how the amount mentioned 111 scct10n srx. shall be 
applied, and of supervising and controlhug such 
amount: 

Provided that not less than one-third of the 
member~ of such committee shall be p: rsons not 
in the sen•ice of Government, aud_ ?wnmg o~· oc
cupying land in the distncr, or reSI(lmg therem: 

The Lieutenant-Governor shall from time to 
time prescribe the manner in wl~ ich the mem~ers 
of such committee shall be .a ppmnted or rem?\·ed, 
and slmll define the functions and. authonr y of 
such committee. 

. II. Suits for the recovery from co-sharers, 
tenauts or others of any 

Suits under Act cogni- sum on account of any 
znble by Ci<il Courts. rate imposed under · thi's 
Act, and all suit;; on account of illegal exaction of 
~uch rate, m· for the set•lement of accounts, shall 
be cog;niz.able by the Civil Court~. 

) ·J In matters connecled with the assessment 
and collection of any ~um 

\.imitation of "l'llenk leviable under this Act, 
an appeal ~hall lie to the Commissioner !'rom the 
ordt•r of the Deputy Commissioner, provided that 
such appeal be presen ted within thi r ly days from 
the date of the orde1·. 

The Con;; missioner's order on such appeal shall 
lte final . 

1:.:. The Lieutenant-Governor may invest ;my 
ol1icer Bnbordina te to a 

\'ower t11 invest suborol· Deputy Con1missioner 
innte OtliC( f S with )JOWCl'S 
uf lletm\.y Commissioner. with all or ·any of the 

· power> of a Deputy Com-
mi~Rioner li1r the purposes uf this Act. 

The order~ passed by any ofllcer so invested 
"hall be subject to revision by the Deputy Com
mis~iouer of the District. 

14. All sums due on account of any rate im 
posed under thi~ Ac·t shall 

ltecon•ry. of rutes, be recovernble as if they 
were arrears of land-fe"enue due on the land 0;1 
account of which the rate is payable. 

15. "I he Lieutennnt
SupJ•lementnry powers Governor q~ny, by notr" fi 

o£ Locul Government. 
ration fi·om time to .time, 

(a) prescribe by what instalments and at what 
times such rate shall be payabl~, and by whom it 
shall be assessed, collected, and paid; 

(b) make rules consistent with this Act for the 
guidance of ofllcers in matters cohnected with its 
enforcement; 

(c) exempt wholly or in part any portion of 
the t~rritori es under his government from the 
operation of this Act, or exempt' any lands f•·om 
liability to pay the whole or any part of any rate 
under this Act; 

(rl) diret·t fresh measurem~nts and vary the (} 
ns•essment accordingly. 

Evet·y notification nnd Pr lhis section shall be 
published in the Govemweut (Ja~e tte, P1wjab. 

STATF.MEl\'T OF 0DJECTS A N D R EA SOl\'S. 

Th~ Financial Resolution of the Go vern ment of 
India, No. 33:J.l of the 14th December 1870, 
ha vin~ placed a li mit on the Stlln ava ilable to t he 
several Administra tions fur· defraying th e cost of 
provincial services and effecting local improve
ment ~, it is fou llll that the sum at the di;posa l of 
the Local Government for these purpose» is in
sufficient. 

After carefully considering ·the opinions of the 
most ex perienced ofH cers of tlw P rovince, the 
Lieutenant-G overnor is satisfi ed rha1, so far as the 
Panjiib is concP.rned, the fund ~ requrred cnu best 
he rai•eCl uy imposing a light rate on land, a mode 
of oaising local o·evenue with which rhe people of 
the Panj iib nrc familiar, whi ch will call iuto play 
no new machinery for collection, and irl\'olve no 
minute or vexatious inquiri•·s. 

Accordingly, it is proposed tn empower the 
Lieutcnant· Go·vernor to impo3e a ra re on land not 
exceeding three per c<ml. ou its annual value, this 
being computed at twice the land-revenue. Power 
is given to 1hc Li ~ur enant ·Gonruor· to e ~ empt 
any lancl s, eithe1 wholly or part ially, fro1u pay
ment of the rate. The rat e will be in ad dirion to 
any ccsses alr-eady levied, save in th e case of dis
tricts wherci•.• a road cess of two per c ~ nt. on 
land-revenue IS coll ect~d. In th e •·use of rhese 
districts, une per cent. out of rhe two per cent. 
will be merged in the present rate. 

Similar Bills foo· the North-Western Provinces 
an(l Oudh have already been passrcl. 

(Signed) H. H. DA VI Es. 

Si111la, il<c 2'2ud ,1Jm; l ll 7! •. 

H. S. CuN~>I NG liA ~r, · 

Qfficialing Secretru·y to tile Council of tile . 
Gorernor Genemlfur mcdtin,q 

Laws and Rcgulatio1io. 
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