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THURSDAY, 9m MARCH 1871. 

~-Separate paging is givc11 to this Part, i11 order that it may be filed as a SLJHlmle compilation. 

PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 f T tl E G 0 V E R N M E N r 0 F IN !J I A. 
The following Dill was introduced into the 

Council of the Govemo1~ General of India for 
lhe purpose of making Laws und Hegulations 
on the 3rd lVJ arch 1871, and was referred to 
a Select Committee with instructions to make 
their report thereon in two months:-

Eill No. '1 of l$1!. 

A B ill to comolidnte and amend tlw law t·e!ating 
to pe1•siaus and grants by Goven1ment of money 
or land-revenue. 

Fon the purpose of c_onsolidating and amending 

Prcnmblc. the Ia w relating to pen
sions and grnnts by Go

vernment of money or land-revenue ; It is hereby 
P.nncted as follows :-

I.-Prtliminarr;. 

Short title. 

Extent of Act. 

1. This Act may be 
called, 'The Pensions' 
Act, 1871': 

It extends to the whole · 
of British India; 

And it shall come into force at the expiration of 
l)ne month from the passing thereof. 

2. The enactments mentioned in the schedule 
Enactments repcalell. hereto annexed shall be 

repealed to the extent 
specified in the third column.of the said schedule. 

vr.-14 

13ut a ll rules in regard to the payment of pen-
S . f I sionsand the identification 

nnng 0 ru cs. of the persons entitled to 
receive them, made under any such ennctmeut, 
shall be deemed to have been mnde under 1his 
Act so far as they arc consistent herewith. 

11.-Riglt/s /o P eu.vians. 

3. No Civil Court shall take cognizance of 
suits to enforce claims to 

lln.r of suits rc!ntir!f~ to · 
1
. 

>cnsrons. uuy p~nswns, ?r grants o . 
I . money, or a~srgnments ol 
land-revenue, conferred or made by the British or 
any former Govcmme.nt. 

4. N othin~ in section three applies to pensions 
. heretofore granted by 

Pcnsrons for I.nn•ls hct.l Government either who II ' 
unclcr grants 111 pcrpc- . ' . . ) 
t uity. or 111 part, as an mdemmty 

· for loss sustained by the 
resumption by a Native Government of lands held 
u~der Panad!> pur~orting to confer a right in perpe
t!uty. Such penswns shall not be liable to resump
llon ~m the death of the recipient, but every such 
pens10n shall be capable of alienation and descent, 
and may be sued for und recovered in the same 
manner as any other property. 

5. A II persons claiming pensions or grants by 
01 · 1 b a Government of money or 

Coli:~:~ 0 e mn c 10 land-revenue shall prefer 
· their claims to the Collec-

tor of the District, or Deputy Commissioner, or 
other officer authorized in this behalf by the 



J.ocal Government, anrl such officer shall dispose 
of such claims in accordance with ~uch rules as 
the Chief H.evenue Authority may, subject to the 
~teneral <:ontrol of .the. Loc.al Govemment, from 
time to lime prcscnbe m th1s behalf. 

JJI.-lt1ode r!f Payment. 
6. All pensions or grants by Government of 

money or land revenue 
Pnyment to be mntle by Ehall be pa:d by the Col

Collector. lector, or the Deputy 
Commissioner, nr other authorized onlcer, subject 
to such rules as may frnm time to time be prescribed 
by the Chief Controlling Hevenue Authority. 

7. 'fhe Local Government may, with the con
SPilt of the holder, order 

Commutation of pen- the whole or any (Jart of his 
sions. pension or grants hy 
Govenment of money or land-revenue to bt! 
commuted for a lump sum on such terms as may 
seem fit. 

8. On the application of any person entitled to 
Alteration of plnce of receive a pension or grants 

pn)•mcnt of pension. by Government of money 
or land-revenue, the place of payment may, if the 
Chiel Controlling Authority thinks fit, · be altered. 

IV.- 111isccllaneous. 
9. The reduced pay or pemiou, however called, 
, . . of any invalid ofiicer, 
E~empt10n of ccrtnm soldier sailol' or retainer 

!•cns1ons f1·om nttnchmcnt. f l ' ' · o l1e anuy or navy, 111 

the military or nr.val service of Her Majesty or of 
the East Imlia Company, 

and also any monthly or yearly pensions, or 
pecuniary allowance to any person, iu cunsiderution 
uf pnst sen•ices and preseut infirmities, or old a~e, 
~rnnted Ly au thority of th,e Guvernor Gene1·al in 
Council, or of the Loc.d Govl·l'llment, 

and also 1 he pension of any . out-pensioner of 
Chelsea or Greenwich Hospital, g mntcdt.y aullwr
ily uf the Commissioners of Chelsea o1· Greenwich 
ll o~pital resprctil·~ly, 
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and also all money due or to become due -On 
account of nny such pension or allowance, 

shall be exempt from ~eizure, attachment, or 
sequestration by process of any Court in 13ritish 
India, at the instance of a creditor, for any demand 
against the pensioner, or in satisfaction of o decree 
or order of any such Court. 

10. All assignments, a<Treements, orders, sales, 
n;d securities of every 
kind made by the person 
entitled to any pension, 
pay, or allowance mention

Assignments, &c., in 
nnticipation of such pen
sions~ to Lc void. 

ed in section nine, in respect of any money not pay
able at or before the making thereof, on acco~nt 
of any such pension, pay, or allowance, or ~or giv
ing or assigning any future interest therem, are 
null and void. 

11. Whoever proves to tl1e sati~faction of the 
Local Government that 

Rewnrd to informers. any pension is fraudu-

lently o1· unduly recei1•ed by the person enjoying 
the benefit thereof, shall be entitled to a reward 
~quivalent to tho a mount of such pension for the 
r.eriod of ~ix months . 

I 2. The Chief Controllin" Revenue Anthority 
may~ with the consent of 

Power to mnkc rules. the Local Gov ernment, 
from time to time make l'nles consis tent with this 
Act respecting all o1· any of the following 
niatters :-

(I) the place and times, and the person at which 
nnd to whom any pension shall be paid. 

(2) inquiries into the identity of claimants, 
(3) records to be kept on the subject of pensions, 
( 4) transmission of ~ u ch record~, 
(:i ) correction of such record s, 
(fi) delivery of certificates to pensioners, 
(7) reg-i~ters of such certificates, 

and geurrally for the guidance of officers 
nnd c·r this 1\c:t. 

All such mles shall be published in the local 
Official Gazette, and shall thereupon have the force 
of law. · 

SCHEDULE. 

1.-DF.NGAL R"GULATIONS. 

N umbor uml ycnr. Tille 01· Su~jcct. Exlont of rcpcnl. 

X X I Y of 1 i 93 . .... , .. A R.egulntion for rc-cnncting, with Mo<lificntions, The whole. 
the rulrs posscrl l.y the Gorcmor Geucrnl in 
Council on the IO~h June 1791, for determin-
ing the Con•inuni~ee or .Diseontinunncc of the 

· Pensions heretofore paid by the Pmpl'ietors nnd 
I•'nrmrrs of lnucl, but inclndrcl in the .Tnmmn 
or I!ercnuc pn,rnhle to GOI'CI'IImrnt nt th~ 
dec~nninl S<·lllcment, nnd nlso of the Pcusions 
heretofore pnid from ·the 8ny<•r abolished. . 

XXXIV. of li9!i t\ Ucgnlnt.ion for re-cnncling, with 1\Iodificntions, The whole. 
the 1\ules rcsprctiug the Pensions poynhle 
from the Gol'crnment 011d i\loolky 'l'rPasuries 
in the Prol'ince of Dennres. 

XXIV. of 1803 •••••• A ltcgulntion for trying the Vnlidity of Titles of The whole. 
11er;ons rccPhing,or claimin;1; n right to 1ccei~e. 
Pensions, under the Denominntions o 
Salcnnah; Rozennh, or any other Description 
of Grant, in th~ l'rol'inccs ceded by the Nn-
waub Vizier to the Honourable the Englisi1 
East Indin Compnny. 

I. of 1804 • , , ••••••• A Regu!ntion for · the bPtter li<IRnngcment of. the Sections twcnt.)·-tlu·cr 
InYalul Jnghecrdnr Es!.ftblishments, and of the inclush·e. · · 
lnrnlid Pension Estnblisbments. 
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SCH ED U L E-continucd. 

1.-ll~o:NGAr. RF.GULATroNs-coilt inuetl. 

Numl.Jer awl yca a·. Tille or f:nbjcct. F.xtenr of rC'J•cal. 

• XII. of 18()5 ..... . .... lA ltegulntion for the Settlement and CollectionJSection thirt.y. 
I of the public Revenue in the Zillnh of Cuttack, 
\ including the Pcrgunnahs of Puttespore, Kum
. mnrdichour, nnd llogrne, nt present included 

in the Zillah of M idnaporc. _ 
XXII. of 180G ..• • ... - .. A Regulation for modifying the Rules hitherto The whole. 

observed in the admission and l'arment ol 
Claims to Pensions. 

II. of 18 11 .....•.•.... A Regulation for nmenrling the Pxisting Rules The whole. 
- for the Support of lnmlid NntiYe Commis

sioned nnd Non-Commissioned Officers. j 
XI. of 1813 .. .... . ..... . -1 Regulation for modi (ying some of the Rules The whole. 

befo1·e estnf1lished respecting the Pny1\1ent o 
Pensions, nnd for preventing the Abuses com-
m ittcd in the receipt o( l'ensions. 

VI. of 181 i .... . . . ... . . A Hegulation to explain the l'ul·port nnd Intent The whole. 

I 
of the l'ro\'ision con tnined in Section II ., Re
gulation XXIV. 1803. I 

II.-MAOilAS RE GU T.ATIONS . 

I. of 1803 .•.••.••.•.. :\Regulation for defining the Duties of the llonnl Section forty-time. 
of Hel' enue; nnd for determining the Extent 
of the Powers vested in the Uonrd of' llcv enue. 

II. of 1803 ........ .... A Regulation for de!!<:ribing nntl determining Section 'thirty. 
the Conduct to be obsencd by Collectors in 
c<'rt.nin cnscs. 

l V of l S:ll ... . . . .. . ... A Hegull\lion for hetler securing to the GrnntccsThe whole. 
l'crsonn\ or hereditary Grants of Money Ol' of 
.LaiHI Rcrenue, confen·cd uv the c:ln,-emmcut 
in consideration of Services rendered to the 
Stntc, Ol' in lieu of resumed Offices nr Privi-
leges, or of Zeminrlnries Ol' Pallnms forfeited 
Ol' held unde1· Att.lchmcnt m· }Jnnngc m~ nt by 
the Oflicers of Gov<'mmcnt, or ns Yeominhs 
or l' <·nsions . -----------------------------------

111.-:\cTs. 

XXXL of 1::136 .... . ... Government Gmnts ............ , . ........... The whole. 
XXIJ l. of IS;JS . . . . .... Exemption of grants from nttnchmeut ....... The whole. 

VI. of 184 9 . _ . •...• An Acl for securing i\'lilitnry nn<.l Nnml Pen- The whole. 
sions nnd Superannuation Allownnccs. • 

STATEMEt>T oP OnJECTS AND REASONS. 

The law relating to pen~ions is at present di stri
buted over nine II egulations of the 13engal, three 
R egula lions of the Madras, and two Regulations 
of the Bombay, Codes, as well as three Acts of 
thu Governot· General in Council. 

The main provis ion of the law :.s expressed in 
the Den"'nl B.e"'ul a tions XXIV. 1793, sel!lion 17, 
XXXIV~ \7957 section 14, XXIV. 1803, section 
16, and VI. I M 17, and the Madras Regulation IV. 
1831 section '2, is the reservation to Government 
of th~ ri<Tht to determine on all claims to the con
tinuance0 of pension•, ana the exclu~ion or the 
jurisdiction of the ordinary Courts of judicature 
in regard to such cia ims. 

In the Bombay Presidency, under the operation 
of Regulations XXIX. 1827, and VII. ~!l30, the 
Civil Courts are barred from the cogmzancr of 
suits to enforce such claims throughout the Dekhan, 
Khandeish, and the South Mahratta Country. 

The 13engnl Regulations, though expressly appli
cable only to Bengal and the North-Western Pro
vinces, 'are practically in force throughout the more 

t•ecently acquired provinces ; hence the law as above 
described applies to all India, except a portion or 
the Bombay Presidency. 

Within this excepted country the Civil Courts 
have in more than one ins tance assumed juri~dic
tion in Fuch cases. 

'rhe principle on which that jurisdiction is else
wh e1·e di ~allowcd is founded on perfectly equitn ble 
consiclcl'atiuns, and is tlu:refurc fi_t for unifonn ap
plica tion. It is in effect the assertion of the riuht 
o f the Stat(; to reserve to itself the power of granting 
or withholding at pleasure concessions which are 
made gratuitously and without consideration. 

The obj ect of the proposed lc .. islation, therefore 
is (first) to consolidate the exislina law, excludin~ 
all those provisions which are eith~r obsolete or ill 
adapted for enactment in detail ; and (second) to 
extend the law so re-enacted to . the whole of 
J3ritish India. 

(Signed) 

27 tit February 187 I. 
F. R. CocKERilLL. 

WmTLEY SToKes, 
Sccrf!tary to tltc Govr:rnmtlll of India. 


