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®~ &p((1·ate paging is giucu to this Pm·t, in order tlmt it lllfl.!J be filed as a separate compilation. 

PART V. 
PRilCEEDlt~llS OF THE LtG\Sli\Tl'dE DE.PARTMUU, BOMRl'l. 

The following Bill, together with the Statement of ObjectR and Reasons 
accompanyiug it, is published in accoi'Clance with Rule 15 of the Rules for the 
concl~tct o-f Business at Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the Governor 
o!' Bombay for the purpose of making Laws and Heg.ula.tions. 

Bi!l No.3 cf 187l. 

A Bi.ll. t.o impose a dut.1J on Feasts in tlw 1'c!Titm·ies subordinate to tl~c 

Pn~idenc.lf of Bomba.1J· 

WHEREAS it is expedient to impose a 
dutv on feasts, It is 

l'remnblc. enacted as follows :-

1. This Act extends to all the terri torics 

E:,tent of Act. 
subordinate to the 
Presidency of Bom

bay, except such districts, tracts or places 
as Government may, fi·om time to time, 
permanently or for a fixed period exempt 
from its operation. 

2. In this Act, unless there be some
thing repugnant in the 

Interpretation Clauses. subject or context-

" Fea~t" means an entertainment for 
eating or drinking, to 

"Fenst." or at which more than · 
one hundred persons are invited or assem
bled, on any secular or religious occasion 
or ceremony. 

"Magistrate" includes a Magistrate of 
Police and a Subord
inate Magistrate. 

11 !dngistrate.'' 

v.--29 

3. Government may, from time to time, 
G01wnmcnt empower- by o.rder, wholly or 

crl to c·xconpt nuy clnss partially, exempt any 
~r persons. tribe or class of per
sons, or any class of feasts, from the opera
tion of this Act. 

GO\·crnrncnt mnv mo
dify order for cxerniJtion. 

Government may 
modify or revoke any 
such orde1·. 

All orders, modifications, and revoca
Orders under this 

• Section to be publislml 
iu the Government 
Ga:elte. 

tions made under this 
Section shall be pub
lished in .the Govem
mcnt Ga'zette. 

4. Every person intendin~ to give a 
Person intendin"' to feast shall make pre

give n fenst to npply nnd vious application and 
pny for it. payment of the duty 
hereinafte1· prescribed, to an officer appoint
ed by Government in this behalf. 



TIH' application sh;tl) speci(}'--

(1) the uame· and re~idence of' the 
applicant; 

(2) the date of the feast. for which 
the duty is paid; 

(3) the place at which the feast is 
to be held; 

(4) the number of persons to assem
ble. 

5. On such duty being paid to the 
officer aforesaid, he 

Rrc.ipt to he gi,·en shall <Tive a receipt 
for pnymrnL. for su~h payment to 
the person making the same. 

Every such receipt shall be signed by 
the officer granting it, and such signature 
shall be judicially noticed. 

Every such receipt shall specify-
(!) the name of the person by or on 

whose behalf the duty is paid ; 

(2) the date of the feast for which 
the duty is ,paid; 

(8) the amount paid and the date of 
payment; 

( 4) the place where the feast is .to 
·be held. 

Provided that no such receipt shall be 

Pro,·iso. 
granted, nor duty 
received, when, from 

the applicaf;ion presented, it shall appear 
to the officer aforesaid that the occurrence 
of the feast at a particular locality or 
otherwise will be contrary to any law for 
the time being in force, or to any Municipal 
or Cantonmen t rule or by-law ha\'ing the 
fiu·cfi:' of law. 
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6. A duty of' t.eu rupees for every 
lnmtlred persons in

Amount of duty to vited to or assembled 
he lrricli . · 

at any feast shall be 
previously paid by the persons or associa
tion of persons giving the feast. 

7. Whocve;· shali give or invite t o :1 

feast (whether on be-
Pen, Jty. half of himself or of 

any other person) without the full amount 
of duty prescribed by this Act having be.en 
previously paid, shall be liable on con':IC
tion by a Magistrate to fine not exceedmg 
double the amount of such duty due from 
him. 

8. Such fine may he recovered if fo1· 
offences committed 

Rccorery or finrs. outside the City of 
Bombay in the manner prescribe~] ~y th~ 
Code of Criminal Procedure, and 1f for of
fences committed in the City of Bombay in 
the manner prescribed by any l~w reg~la
tin(J' the Police in force for the tune bewg. 

9. All prosecutions under this Act may 
be instituted and con-

Prosecutions how to be ducted by such offi
conducted. cers or class of officers 
as Government may from time to time 
appoint. 

10. Government may from time to time 
Government to notifJ' notify the officers or 

the offi cers bv whom tlic class of officers by 
duties under 'the Act nrc whom the powers and 
to be exercised. duties conferred and 

And mny mnkc rules. imposed by this Act 
shall be exercised, and may make rules con
sistent with this Act for the guidance of 
officers in matters connected with its en
forcement. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The Bill is it1tencled to impose a duty on feasts where the number of persons as
sembled is one hundred or more. The rate of duty is Rupees ten per hundred guests. 
Considering the prominence of la,rge and expensive entertainments in the customary life 
of all classes and castes of people in Iudia, it is believed that the proceeds of the proposed 
tax will be lm·ge. The amount of duty is small, and inappreciable among the heavier 
items of expense incurred at marriages ant! other festivities and ceremonies. The duty 
only falls upon such individuals as have the ability to pay and the desire to spend ; while 
f1·om the n!lt.ure ot' the occasions on which the duty wi!J be leviable there will be little 
i11dncement OJ' opportunity of evading it, 

4th A p'ril 187 J. 
(Signed) E. W. RAVENSCROFT. 

B11 m·d~1· ofi lite Ri!Jh.t llonnurable the Govenw1· in Council, 

.JOHN JARDINE, 

Bombay Castle, 4th Ap1·il 187 1. 
Acting Under-Sec1·et.m·y to Govel'llrnellt. 

l'rinh•d nnd J>ubli.hed for Go\'ermneut nt 1 ·1;~- no~UAY EDUCA1' 10N Sot'JF.TV'S l'Rt::SS, llyculln. 


