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BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDILA.
For LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 8. (Z) To section 148 of the same Ack the
¥ The following Bill was introduced into the ?“w"dmc"t of seotion following words shall be
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Council of the Governor General of India for
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations
on the 7th January 1887 :—

Bill No. IT of 188%.

A DBill to amend the Sea Customs Act, 1878,
the Excise Act, 1881, and the Indian Tariff
Act, 1883.

WaEereas it is expedient to amend the Sea
V111 of 1678. Customs Act, 1878, the [ixcise Act, 1881, and

XXITof 1881, inn Tarift 6. 1882 ;
NI, of 1882, the Indian Tariff Ac 5

It is hereby enacted as follows :—
Sea Customs Acé, 187S.
1. (1) In clduse () of the second paragraph
* i of Section 144 of the Sea
“Customs Act, 1578, there
shall be inserted after
the word ‘“ unless’’ the ward © either ”” and after
the word  destination’” the following, namely :—

VIII of 1678. Amendment of section
144.

« or the delivery of the spirit into a warehouse
appointed in this behalf by t,henbocz;! (tovernment
having authority ab thatport.

(@) In the third paragraph of the same section
of the same Act the following shall be substituted
for the word “paid”’, namely i— 5

%50 paid or the spirit s delivered,

9. In section 146 of the same Act, for the
word ““shall’” in each of
the two places where
that word cccurs, the
svord ¢ may * shall be substituted.

Amendment of scetion
146.

Vi.—9

prefixed, namely :—

“ Notwithstanding anything in the Indian Xy, 1852
Tarift Act, 1852.”

(2) To the same section of the same Act the
following shall be added, namely :—

“ Provided that the Liocal Government may
authorise the import of such spirit without the
payment of that duty at the port of importation
when the spirit is to be delivered into a ware-
house appointed by the Tiocal Government in this
hehalfrand the excise-duty thereon is to be paid
on the removal of the spirit from a warehouse so
appointed.

4. (1.) To section 151 of the same Act the
Amendment of section follewing words shall be
151, prefixed, namely : —

“ Notwithstauding auything in the Indian
Tariff Act, 1882.” ‘

(2) After the same scction of the same Act
the following shall be added, namely :—

“ Provided  that the Local Government may
authorise the import of such spirit without the
ayment of the differential duty at the port of
importation when the spirit is to be delivered
into a warehouse appointed by the Tocal Govern
ment in this behalf, and the differential dul
to be paid ou the removal of the spi
warehouse so appointed.”’ 4,
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ort to another customs-port

" ustoms:
o o provisions of Chapter X1V of the Sea

Bxcise Act, 1881, A

? under the provisions o

of 1881 5 For section 28 of the Excise Act, 1881, the Customs Act, 1878.”
% ing shall be substi- s
New section substituted ohoq 08 St O 9. Tn No. 2 of the Second Schedule to the
for section 23. uted, namely : Act, for the follow-

Amendment of Second Same Act, 101

¥23. (Z) A person shall not bring into any ter- Schedule. mg, n:.\moly =
3 ; ritory to which this Act i e

pirit and fermented gxtends any spirit manu- | atl
i i i & ¢ ¥ No. | Na f Articles. P valua- Rate of duty.
1’5‘1!}‘32{'&'“5?{,?}““ RS factured at any place in ST e tion.
India beyond the limits e

of British India, until he bas obtained a pass - ° x * ®
therefor from such officer as the Local Govern-
ment from time to time appoints in this behalf, | Spirit when sof Tmpl. Gal-| =[]
and has paid in respect thereof— ' used ina pro-| lon or
& “(a) if the Liocal Government has fixed a duty ' {’“'r"r:?:‘ [):}: i’;:“?iltr; Rabeeg)
under clause (a) of section 7 for like | cent.and up-| of the theldatyito
spivit manufactured in the part of the | wards. strengt h beincreased
territory into which the spuit is to be of P"';' in  propor-
i brought, that duty, or ; don proof, (LoD 2 “"f[_
“(b) if the Local Government has not fixed Soreicpertamil ! Ditto | - f{;ﬂ”""’;ﬁiﬁc
a duty under that clause for like spirif ed, in wood, Tt
manufactured in that pavt, a duty at such or in bottles Londo n
rate as the Local Government from time con tainingi K proof.
to time prescribes in this behalf, not ex- . "r’(;‘l’lz_eou"ctz""
ceeding the highest rate leviable, under L
the law for the time being in force, on Spirit, other| Ditto ...
. spirit imported into British India by sea. sorts.
“(2) The provisions of sub-section (7) with -
respect to spirit shall apply to fermented liquor there shall be substituted the following, name-
also, with thie modification that the duty to be ly :—

paid in respect of the liquor shall be the duty ==

VIII of 1878.

~
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leviable.on like liquor under the Indian Tariff 2 L
X1 of 1882, Acb, 1882. q No. | Names of Articles. Per ‘:iz;l:.- ates of dnty.
¢ (8) If any question arises as to the duty to edl - PO M e
be charged on any spirit or fermented liquor . - o . %
under this section, the decision of the Local Go-
vernment thereon shall be final.” Spirit when sof Impl. Gal{{ ... [Rs.5, and the
6. (Z) In clauses (c) of section 36 of the same st apre B on eRor Jaby u; oty
At e ol Dot portion of] six quart creased or re-
< ) . twenty per| bottles duced in pro-
Amendment of section mented liquor ”’ shall be cent.and up-| of the portionas the
b inserted after the words wards. stréng t h strength  of
2 “any spirit”, élf ].onf- lhudspirit eXx-
5 on proof| ceeds or is
(2) In the last paragraph of the same section 3 less than Lon-
of the same Act the words “ or fermented liquor”’ don proof.
shall be inserted hetween the words  the spirit ” Snivit. perfume| Tmpl. Gal Rs. G
g & ST 1] Spirit, perfum-| Impl. Gal-| ... 8, G.
. and the words “ together with”. IR o (T o
. o g o or in bottles. | six quart
Indian Taryf Act, 1882. i
Xlof1852. 7. In the preamble to the Indian Tariff Act, S ?
h 1882, the words “ and for aput, Aty Tx]npl. ol ... Rs.5, and the
Repeal of portion of o s e So1te. el ok duty to bein-
Dréamblo, fixing a maximum duty six quart GO G
of excise on spirit manu- bott1es reduced in
factured in British India *> are repealed. Otf tthlc \ pll'opurtion as
- . . . streng > stre
8. ".l‘o section 7 of the same Act the following ! or“nr',on.] :,;ltlzm:l',ﬁtk
Addition tosection 7. ghall be added, namely :— I don proof. exceeds or is
“ Nothi RhiaR EcLongannli b e lessthan Lon-
ing in this section applies to spirit | doniprooks

which is exported under bond for excise-duty

" STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

: 'ﬂlisék a Bill to amend three Acts. ;
ie first of these Acts is the Sea Customs Act, 1878, and the object of ti i
5k ) e a
modate the provisions of Chapter XIV of that Act, relating to the exi])ortation of lsr;)?l(:nzl?(felrs 'i()) a((:lcom-
 excise-duty, to the new excise systein of the Madras Presidency, of which one of the essential (f)en'ttufor
% k es

the transport of spirit under bond from one part of the presidency to another by sea for eventual i
3 al issue

local consumption from an appointed, warehouse on payment of excise-duty
1 \ :
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The second of the Acts is the Excise Act, 1881, and the object of the amendment is to remove
from that Act a reference to a portion of the Indian Tariff Act, 1882, which was repealed in 1885, and
to provide in a substituted section 23 not only for the import of spirits from places beyond tke limits of
British India, but also for the import from Kashmir of the wine which is being manufactured in that
State and must eventually find its consumers in Northern India.

The third of the Acts is the Indian Tariff Act, 1882. Under the second of the schedules appended
to that Act, imported spirit of the strength of London proof is subject to a duty of Rs. 4 per imperial
gallon, the duty being increased in proportion as the strength of the spivit exceeds London proof. There
is no provision for a proportionate reduction of duty when the strength falls below London proof.
Representations have been made to the Government by several importers of spirit urging that provi-
sion should be made for reduction of duty on reduced strength. These representations have been
considered in communication with the Local Governments, and the conclusion to which the Government
of India has come is that, with the present rate of duty ou spirit of London proof, the loss of revenue
which a reduction of duty on reduced strength would entail canuot be afforded. At the same time it
is admitted that the representations of the importers are reasonable, and it has been decided to comply

with them, while, in order to prevent loss of revenue, raising the rate on spirit of London proof from
Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 the gallon. =

The opportuuity of amending the Indian Taviff Act in this respect has been taken to make a further
amendment. [t has been found that quantities of spirit of inferior quality, slightly perfumed, are im-
ported as parfumed spirit in bottles containiug four ounces or less, and therefore free of duty under the
present law, perfumed spirit heing subject to duty only when imported in bottles containing more than
four ounces.  Such ‘spirit, it has beeu ascertained, is in fact imported not for purposes of perfumery but
for consumption as liquor, and the loss of revenue resulting from this abuse of the law is not immaterial.
It has been decided therefore to tax all perfumed spirit as potable spirit irrespective of strength and of
the size of the bottle in which it is contained, and to raise the duty on such spirit to Rs. 6 a gallon.

(Signed) A. COLVIN.
The 7th January 1887.
S. HARVEY JAMES,

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India.”
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