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PAI~'T' VT 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'l'he following Bill was introduced into tho 
Council of the Governor-General oE India for the 
purpose of making Lrws and Regulations Oil the 
::!lst October· 1886 :-

Bill No. 26 ofl886. 

A /Jill to ?'C{IIllctte the .~upply of Plect1·icif,y for 
Uq/i.tiug and other p1trposc". 

WrrimEAS it is expedient to regulate the supply 
of electricity fo1· lightiug and other purposes ; 
It is hero by enacted as followR ~-

1. ( /) This Act mny 
Short title, extent anu be ca.lled t.he Electricity 

commencement. 
Supply Act, 18S7. 

(2) It shall extend to the whole of British 
India; anrl 

(3) It shall come into force at once. 
2. In this Act, unless ther·e is somet.hing 

Definitions. 
repugnnnt in the subject 
or context,-

(1) "electricity" includes galvanism, magne­
tism mn"'net.Q-e)ectricity aud electro-magnetism : 

' 0 ,, 1 (:J) "teleg-raph'', " message , " te egr~tph 
liue'' "post", "telegraph authority" an!l "lOCI~) 
auth~l'ity" have the meanings respectively as­
signed to those expressions in the Indian Tele-

:\lll ~f iss;;. araph Act, 1885 : and 
• 

0
' (.1) "purpose" includes any purpose except 

the transmission of a message or the use of elec­
tricity in medical treatment. 

3. Save as provided in this Act, ele<:tricity 
shall not be supphe<l for 

Prohibition of supply of a price by any perSQn for 
electricity witbou~ hcenae. 'th t any purpose w1 on a 

Vl,-il 

license from the Govcrnor-Geuer·nJ in Cvuncil 
aut.horizin!! tl1e pe1· on in lhat behalf. 

4. (1) The Govcrnor-Geneml in Council may 
hom tirne to tirne licen~u 

. C:mnt nnd contents .or any per·son to supply elec-
llc(m~c. . . · 

tncrty for· any purpose, 
und in auy local area, specified in the license. 

(2) The licen~e may prescribe the auties of 
the licensee and pr·ovide for· the revocati011. of the 
license on his failure to pe1·form any of those 
duties, and genemlly may contain. such regula­
t.irms and conditions as the Governor-General in 
Council thinks ex pedient. 

(."J) By a license gr;mted under this sectirm 
the Gove1·nm·-General in Council mny, subject 
to snch conditions ns he thinks fit to impose, 
confur· on the licensflc, with respect to the placing 
oE a.ppl iances nml apparatus for the supply of 
eh•ct l'i<:it .. v, any of the power·s which the t.•legmph 
r.uthority poss~·sses .untlor the Indian Telogt11.ph 
Act, 1885, wi th respect to tho vlacing of telegraph X Ill o! 
1 iu os and posts for the purposes of a tclegrt~ph 
established Ol" maintained Ly the Government or 
to be so c~tahlishl:'d or rm~iutainetl. 

(.~) Tire Governor-Gcuernl iu Council may 
from timo to timo n.moud, ndd to or cancel nuy 
of the rrgnlations and conditiont~ contained in n. 
liceusf; ; and witlrdrnw Rny of the powers coufen•ed 
hy a license or iinpos"o a!Ilendcd or additional 
conuiLious with respect to the exercise of those 
powers. 

5. . (1) Section 3 shall not n.pply to any person 
Rupl>ly of electricity by supplymg elcctr1C1ty for 

c.crhin porsona without any purpose in nny local 
hcense. n.rea at the time of the 
passing of this Act so far as regards the supply 
of electricity for that put-pose within that area. 
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(~) If any question arises ~ith respect to the 
purpose or the local area for or in which electricity 
was being supplied at that time, it shall be decid­
ed by an authority to be appointed by the Gov­
amor-Gencral in Council in that behalf, and the 
decision of that authority on the question shall be 
final. · · 

6 . (1) Notwithstanding any thing in the lnst 
. foregoing section, the 

Grant of hcenses to those Governor-General in 
persons. Council may, on the ap­
plication of any pE'rson supplying elcctnicity for 
any purpose in any local nren. at the time of the 
passing of this Act, grant to the person a license 
for that purpose in that area under the provisions 
of section 4. 

(!2) Where a license is gmnted under snb-sec­
tion (1), it shall supersede any engagement be­
tween the person to w[,om it is granted and any · 
local autho1·ity with respect to the conditions on 
which electricity may be supplied by that person 
for the purpose, and in the local area, spe<;ified in 
the license. 

Penalty for supplying 7. If a p'erson does 
electricity without license either of the following 
or contr:woning license. things, namely,-

( a) being a person to whom section 3 is appli­
cable, supplies electricity for a price with­
out a license, or, 

(b) having a license under this Act, commits 
or suffers to be committed a breach of 
any duty prescribed in the license or of 
any regulation or condition contained 
therein, 

he shall be punished with fine which mo.y extend 
t'O one thousnnd rupees, and, in the case of a 
continuing offence, with a further fine which may 
extend to two IJUndred rupees for every day dur­
ing wl1ich the electricity is supplied or the breach 
of the duty, regulation or condition continues. 

8 . (1) '!'he Governor-General in Council mny 
f1·om time to time make 

Power to mak.o rules. such rules as he thinks 
expedient for protecting the public in person and 

• property from injury by reason of contact with, 
or the proximity of, appliances or apparatus used 

in the supply of electricity.' .an~l for preventi~g. 
telegraph lines from being lllJUI'JOnsly affected by 
any of those appliances or apparatus. 

(~) A rule under this sec.tion may apply to ~he 
{Lpplianc~s !l,nd appamtns of n person not havmg 
a license uncler this Act as well as to those of a 
person lmving a license thereunde1:- . 

(0) In making a rule un~e r· th1s ~ect10n, the 
Governor-General in Conner! may ·du·oct that a 
breach of it shall be punishable wi th fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees a.nd, in the case. of 
a continuing breach, with n, furt.her fin e whiCh 
may extend to two bunch·ed r~rpees fo r every day 
dm·iJi ,., which tho breach contmues. 

9. 
0

(1) The Governor-General in Council shall, 
. befo re makingrules under 

Procedure for makmg the last foreaoinrr section 
rules. . . o o ' 

publrsh,msuch manner as 
he deems sufficient., u drrtft of the proposed rules 
for'the information of persous likely to be affectecl 
thereby. 

(!8) 'l'here shall be published with the draft a 
not ice specify ing a date at or nfter which the 
draft will be taken into consideration. 

(B) The Gover·nor-Genet·al in Council shall 
receive and consider any objection or suggestion 
which may be made by any person with respect 
to the dmft before the date so specified. 

(4) '11he publication in the Ga zette of lnd i1~ of 
a rule purporting to be made nuder the last fore­
going section shall be conclusive proof that it has 
been duly made. 

(5) Rules under that section may from time to 
time be ·amended, added to or CI\Dcelled by the 
Governor-G eneral in Council. 

10. Nothing in this Act shall prevent any 
. . . person from being prose-

S:wmg of prosecutiOns cuted under any other 
undc1· other lawa. . 

law for any act or onus-
sion which constitutes an offence under section 7 
or ngainst a rule under· section 8, or from being 
lin.ble umler that other law to any other or highe1· 
punishment or penalty than that provided by 
section 7 or a rule under section 8 : 

Provided that a person shall not be punished 
twice for tLJ.e same offence. . . 

STA'l'EMEN'l' OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

THE primary object of this Bill is to empower the Governor-General in Council to make rules (a) 
for protecting the public in person u.nd property from injury hy reason of contact with, or the ·pro:x:i­
mity of, appliances or apparatus used in tbe .(llupply of olectricity for lighting, n.nd (b) for preventing 
tele~roph-liues from being injuriously affected by auy of those appliances or apparatus. 

2. The danger to the public from electric light connections ari8es from the fact that currents of 
great 11trength are used in the prodnct!on of the light, tl!e curr~uts. being pow~rful enough to cause 
death to any person, or set fire to any mfiammablo material commg m contact w1th the wires while the 
current~ are passin~, that is to. sa,v, w~ile · the lamp~ ?'re boiug used. P~otection may be afforded either 
by pl!'cmg these w1res or connectiOns m such n positiOn that contact w1th them is impossible or by so 
covenng them with insulating material that contact with them is innocuous. ' ' 

. Interference with telegraph and telephone signals i~ caused by obstructive currents being induced 
lD the telegraph an~ telephone wires when the. cle~tric l~ght wires pass within a certain distance of 
~em. • The remedy 1s to arr(\ng~ that the electriC h~ht w1:e~ sha!l be placed sufficiently far off. It is 
tmposs1ble of course to determme what the safe d1stance 1s Without knowing the stren th of th 
c~t employed for the ?lectric ligh~, which. again. varies with the number of lamps in ~rcuit bu~ 
hcn'listanc~ ca

1
n b

1
e determllled from t1me to t1me w1th reference to the ~Uaximum current to b ' d 

par!;1cu a.r ocal area. • . e use 
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· l\. company desiring to supply electricity in any local are~ for any purpose must, if the c?m-
1 · y Wafs not supplying it iu that area 'for that purpose at the time of the passing o£ the Act, obtam n.. 
Iceuse l 'Om th G G · · C 'I · e overnor eneralm Council. By this license the Governo1·-General m ounc1 may 
~ln~~se SUC!l reguJatio?s and conditions as he thinks expedient, and confer Oll the licensee, with .respect. 
t~l ~ placmg of .applmnces and apparatus for the supply of electricity, any of the po·1ver~ wlnc.h th 1, ~ 
. egiaph-~uthorJty possesses under the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, with respect to th(}o plncmg or 
telegmph hues a~d posts for the purposes of a telegraph established or maintained by the Government 
or to be so estabhshed or maintained . 

. Companies which wore supplying electricity in ~ny loc.al area for any purpose at the ti";~e o[ t.h 1' 

pas~m~ of the. Act may elect to continue supplying it without a license, and th?rcfore without th!· 
obligations wh1eh may be imposed, or the privile(l'es wl1ich may be conferred, by a hcense. 

< t> • 

The 9ht Octobe1· 188G. 

Q 

(Signed) •r. C. HoPE. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of lndia. 

Til& GO\'SIIl'IIE.''T CESTKAj. PRKI!>I, 
!lOMBA\': PRil"TED AT 
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