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PART VL
BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced into the
Council of the Governor-General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
21st October 1886 :—

Bill No. 26 of 1888.

A Bill to regulate the supply of electricity for
lighting and other purposes.

WHEREAS it is expedient to regulate the supply
of electricity for lighting and other purposes;
It is hercby enacted as follows:—

1. (/) This Act may
be called fthe Electricity
Supply Act, 1887.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of British
India ; and

{3) Lt shall come into force at once.

2. In this Act, unless there is something
repugnant in the subject
or context,—

(£) “electricity” includes galvanism, magne-
tism, magneto-electricity and electro-magunetismn :

(2) “telegraph ”’,  message”, ¢ telegraph
line”, “ post’”’, « telegraph authority” and ‘“local
authority”’ have the meanings respectively as-
signed to those expressions in the Indian Tele-
graph Act, 1885 : and

' (9) “purpose” includes any purpose except
the transmission of a message or the use of elec-
tricity in medical treatment.

8. Save as provided in this Act, electricity

Short title, extent and
commencement.

Definitions.

S111 of 1883.

shall not be supplied for -

Prohibition of supply of

. electricity without license, & PrICe by any person for

any purpose without a
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- from time to time amend, add to or cancel any

license from the Governor-General in Council
authorizing the person in that behalf.

4. (1) The Governor-General in Council may
. e S from time to time license
lieorant and contents O qyy person to supply elec- L

tricity for any purpose,
and in any local area, specified in the license. T
(2) The license may prescribe the dnties of H
the licensee and provide for the revocation of the T
license on his failure to perform any of those
duties, and generally may contain.such regula- ;
tions and conditions as the Governor-General in y 1
Couucil thinks expedient. .
(3) By a license granted under this section o
the Governor-General in Council may, subject
to sach conditions as he thinks fit to impose,
confer on the licensee, with respect to the placing
of appliances and apparatus for the supply of
electricity, any of the powers which the telegraph
authority possesses nnder the Indian Telegraph
Act, 1885, with respect to the placing of telegraph xiip
lines and posts for the purposes of a telegraph
established or maintained by the Government or
to be so established or maintained.
(4) The Governor-General in Council may

of the regulations and conditions contained in a
licensé; and withdraw any of the powers conferred
by a license or impose amended or additiona
conditions with respect to the exercise of
powers.
5. (Z) Section 3 shall not apply to
Supply of elcctriciia'lbby supplying
certain  persons  without
license.

passing of this Act so far as r
of electricity for that purpose w
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(2) If any question arises with respect to the
purpose or the local area for or in which electricity
was being supplied at that time, it shall be decid-
ed by an authority to be appointed by the Gov-
ernor-General in Council in that behalf, and the
decision of that authority on the question shall be
final. :

8. () Notwithstanding any thing in the last
foregoing section, the
Governor-General in
Council may, on the ap-
plication of any person supplying electricity for
any purpose in any local area at the time of the
passing of this Act, grant to the person a license
for that purpose in that area under the provisions
of section 4. g

(2) Where a license is granted under sub-sec-
tion (), it shall supersede any engagement be-

Grant of licenses to thosc
persons.

tween the person to whom it is granted and any-

local authority with respect to the conditions on
which electricity may be supplied by that person
for the purpose, and in the local area, specified in
the license. :

oDlyin 7. If a person does
Mlictnse either of thI(; following
things, namely,—

(a) being a person to whom section 3 is appli-
cable, supplies electricity fora price with-
out a license, or,

(b) having a license under this Act, commits
or suffers to be committed a breach of
any duty prescribed in the license or of
any regulation or condition contained
therein,

he shall be punished with fine which may extend
to one thousand rupees, and, in the case of a
continuing offence, with a further fine which may
extend to two hundred rupees for every day dur-
ing which the electricity is supplied or the breach
of the duty, regulation or condition continues.

8. () The Governor-General in Council may
from time to time make
such rules as he thinks
expedient for protecting the public in person and
+ property from injury by reason of contact with,
or the proximity of, appliances or apparatus used

Penalty for
electricity without license
or contravening license.

Power to make rules.

g
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in the supply of electricity, and for preventing.
telegraph lines from being injuriously affected by
any of those appliances or apparatus.

(2) A rule under this section may apply to the
appliances and apparatus of a person not having
a license under this Act as well as to those of a
person having a license thereunder. !

(2) In making a rule under this section, the
Governor-General in Council may ‘direct that a
breach of it shall be punishable with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees and, in the case of
a continuing breach, with a further fine which
may extend to two hundred rupees for every day
during which the breach continues.

9. (Z) The Governor-General in Council shall,
beforemakingrulesunder
thelast foregoing section,
publish,insuch manner as
he deems sufficient, a draft of the proposed rules
for the information of persons likely to be affected
thereby.

(2) There shall be published with the dratt a
notice specifying a date at or after which the
draft will be taken into consideration.

(%) The Governor-General in Council shall
receive and consider any objection or suggestion
which may be made by any person with respect
to the draft before the date so specified.

(4) The publication in the Gazette of India of
a rule purporting to be made under the last fore-
going section shall be conclusive proof that it has
been duly made.

(5) Rules under that section may from time to
time be ‘amended, added to or cancelled by the
Governor-General in Council.

10. Nothing in this Act shall prevent any
person from being prose-
cuted under any other
law for any act or omis-
sion which constitutes an offence under section 7
or against a rule under section 8, or from being
liable under that other law to any otheror higher
punishment or penalty than that provided by
section 7 or a rule under section S :

Provided that a person shall not be punished
twice for the same offence.

Procedure for making

rules,

Sa.\.'ing of prosecutions
under other laws.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

oy THE primary object of this Bill is to empower the Governor-General in Council to make rules (a)

- for protecting the public in person and property from injury by reason of contact with, or the'proxi-
~ mity of, appliances or apparatus used in the.@upply of electricity for lighting, and (b) for preventing
telograph-lines from being injuriously affected by any of those appliances or apparatus.

2, The danger to the public from electric light connections avises frowm the fact that currents of:
strength are used in the production of the light, the currents being powerful enough to cause
eath to any person, or set fire to any inflammable material coming in contact with the wires while the
currents are passing, that is to say, while'the lamps are being used. Protection may be afforded either
lacing these‘ wires or connéctions in such a position that contact with them is impossible, or by so
them with insulating material that contact with them is innocuous. ; d

ice with telegraph and telephone signals is caused by obstructive currents being i

¢ and: telephone wires wh[:an the electric light wir)(;s pass within a cersa]};;elggt;l;igct:)%

18 o arrauge that the electric light wires shall be placed sufficiently far off. Tt i

86 to determine what the safe distance is without knowing the strength.ot' (7111s

- the electric light, which again varies with the number of lamps  in circuit, b :
ed from time to time with reference to the maximum current to be ,us:d
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3. A com N ' ’ :
pany desiring to supply electricity i { ‘ if thi
pany w. o pply electricity in any local area for any purpose must, 1t
]icegse ?xs'o‘;?ttlsquljglymg it in that area for that purpose at the time of the I?assing of the ’Acﬁ,. ol
i Poso Gk s e : overnor General in Council. By this license the Governor-General in Counc
tq the placinoeg; ations and conditions as he thinks expedient, and confer on the licensee, Wit
télegra I §h° appliances and apparatus for the supp{’y of electricity, any of the powe;
tdegragh-ilil;eso;:g II’Jct))sst?ei_sesttlxlnder the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, with respect to
s for the : f BRI Go
or to be so established or maintai?\gs?oses of o telegraph established or maintained by the Gove
Companies which were supplyi S, iy Sy
: pplying electricity in any local area for any purpose at the time of the
g{';-lsismg of thl?' Act may elect to continue supplying it without a license, and therefore without th®
gations which may be imposed, or the privileges which may be conferred, by a license. . b

(Signed) T. C. Hopr.
. The 21st October 1856. .
b ) ' S. HARVEY JAMES,

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BILLS:.

Bill No. 1 of 1887.—The
Desigus Bill, 1887 ...

Bill No. 2.-—A Bill fa smend: th& lnd.mm
; Compu.mes Act, 1882

Bill. No.. 2 of 1887.—A Bill to amend th,o-
Sea Customs Act, 1878, the Excise Act;.
1881 and the ]ndm.n 'l‘tmﬂ’ Act, 1882

Inyentions: and{

Bill No. 3 of 1887 .—The Indian Marine Bill,.

1887 .

Bill No. 5 oi‘ 1887.— A Bﬂl to a.mend hha
Indian. Sumxp Ac\‘, 1879

Bill No: 6 of 1687:—A Bill for the: Protecti
‘of Game vae

Bill No. 9 of 1887.—A Bill to provxde for the:
establishment of bonded warehouses at plu.cea
other than customs-ports

“Bill No. 10 of 1887..—A Bill to ma.ke better,
provision for recovering certain public de-
mands

Bill No. - of 1887.—A Bill to amend the Law
relating to the Regulation of Police
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Report on the Bl“ to amend ‘the: Indian Com-
pnmes Act, 1882 . :




