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PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced . into the 
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25th August 1886 :-
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SCHI!JDULE.-ENACTMENTS REPEALED. 

(ii) to any !thip-o£-war belonging to any 
Foreign Prince or State, or 

(iii) to any sailing-vessel not c~rrying,~s pas
•Sf!ngers more than th1rty natives of 
'Asia or .Africa, Ol' · 

(iv) to ,any. ~teami:n: not carrying as passengers 
. . more than sixty sucli natives,· or . 

(v) to any sailing-vessel or steamer not intend
ed to convey passengers to or from any 
port in British India : 

Provided, with respect to clauses (iii) and (iv) [New.} 
of this sub-section, that the . Local Government 
may, with the previous sanctiOn of the Governor
Geneml in Council, declare all or nny of the pro
visions of this .Act to apply to sailing vessels, or 
any qlass of sailing-vessels~ carrying_ as pass~n-. 
gers more than fifteen natrves of Asm or Afnca, 
and to steamers, or. any class of steamer~, carry-
ing as passengers more than 13 such natives. 

3. This .Act shall come into force on such da-y [A~t VIII. 
as the Governor-Geueral 18 ' 6' a. 3·1 

Commencement. in Council, by notification 
in the Gazetta of India appoints. 

4. (1) On and from that day the enactments [Act vm. 
i mentioned in the schedule 1876, a. 4.] 

Repeo. · to this Act shall be re-
pealed to the extent specified in the third column 
thereof. 

(fJ ) But all ports, places and officers appoint
ed, rules, declarations and ·exemptions made, 
bonds executed, directions given and certificates 
granted under any of those enactments shnl!, so 
far as may be, be deemed to be respectively 
appointed, made, executed, given and granted 
under th~s .Act ; and . 

(3) .Any enact-ment or document referring to [Act VIII, 
any enactment hereby repeaied shall be construed 1876, a. 5.} 

to refer to this Act or to the conesponding por-
tion thereof. 

5. In this Act, 

Dclinitions. 

unless there is something 
repugnant in the subject 
or context,-A Bill to consoUdaie and amend the law 1·elating 

to Native l'assongel' Ships. 
WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and 

amend the law relating to native passengers 
ships; It is hereby enacted ns follows :-

CHAPTER I. 

(1) ":M:agistt·ate" n1eans a person exercising 
powers not inferiot• to those of a Magistrate of 
the second class, and includes a Justice of the 
Peace and, at the Pm:t of Aden, the Resident or 
an Assistant Resident : 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may be called the Native Pas.'len-
Short title. ger Ships .Act, 1886. 

2. (1) It extends to 
ExteDt a.ud application. the whole of British 

India, and applies-
(a) to all subjects of Her :Majesty within the 

· dominions of Princes and States in India 
in alliance with Her Majesty ; 

to aJl native Indian subjects of Her Majesty 
without and beyond British India; and, 

(2) "ship" includes every description of V~tssel 
used in na>igution not propelled by oars : 

(3) "master" 'includes every person (other 
than a pilot) having- command or charge of a 
ship: 

(4-) u passenger" means a person above the 
age of 12 years, or two persons between the 
a.ges of one year and twelve years; but it does 
not include either a person in attendance on 
another person who is l,lOt a native of .Asia or 
Africa1 or a. child under one year of age : 
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The Native Passenger Ships Bill, 1886. 
(Oitapte1· II.-Rulesjo1· all Voyages.-Sections 6-13). 

(5) "voyage" means the whole distance be
tween the ship's port of departure and her final 
port. of arrival : 

(_6) "long ':oyage" m~ans ~ny voyage during 
W:hiCh the sh1p performmg 1t will in ordinary 
Circumstances be one hundred and twenty hours 
or upwards continuously out of port: 

(_7) "short. voyage" means any voyage during 
W:hiCh the sh1p performing it will not in ordinary 
Circumstances be one hundred and twenty hours 
continuously out of port: 

Illustration. 
A. s~ip starts from port A., ::md is destined finally 

to arl'l;e at po_rt B, between which ports the ordi· 
nary d1stance 1s ten days : but she is to touch o.t 
four intermediate ports, uo one of which is in ordi
nary circumstandils more than fi,,e days from the 
ne:s:t one. This is a short voyage. 

(8) "Chief Officer of Customs '' means the 
executive officer of highest rank in tbe Depart
men~ of Customs in any port to which this Act 
applies. 

CHAPTER II. 
RuLts ron ALL VoYAGES. 

[Act . VIII, 6. (1) A ship carrying passengers shall.not 
1876, s. 6.] Ships to sail only from depart or proceed from, 

sorts appoiutcd by t he or discharge passengers 
'overnmcnt. at, ::wy lJort or place 

within British India other than a port or place 
appointed in this behalf by the Local Govero
me~t . . 

(2) .After a ship has departed or proceeded upon 
a voyage from a port or place so appointed, a 
person shall not be received on board as a pas
senger except at some other port or place so 
appointed. 

(Act VIII, 7. (1) The master, owner or agent of a ship so 
1876, s. 7.] . . departing or proceeding 

Master. ~o ~;pvc uot1ce of shall give notice to an 
day of sa~hng . officer authorised in this 
behalf by the Local Government that the ship is 
to carry native passengers, and of her destination, 
and o£ the proposed timo of sn,iling. 

10. The first of the certificates (hereinafter [Act rJI1I, . called " certificate A '') 1876• s. • 
Contents of corttficato A. shall state that the ship 

is seaworthy and properly equipped, fitted and 
ventilated, and tho number of passengers which 
she is capable of carrying. 

11. The second of the certificates (hereinafter [A8~6t v1111
11• 

11 d " t'fi t B ") 1 1 
' s. ' C t ts f cert'fi t B ca e cer ' en e on en o 1 ca e . shall sto.te-

(a) the voyage which the ship is to make and 
the intermediate ports, if any, at which 
she is to touch ; 

(b) that she has the proper complement of 
officers and seamen ; 

(c) that provisions, fuel and pure water, over 
and above what is necessary for the crew, 
-and the other tbin!!'s, if any, prescribed 
for the ship by the rules under this Act, 
have been placed on board, ·of the quality 
presCI·ibed by the rules, properly packed, 
and sufficient to supply the passengers 
on board during the voyage which the 
ship is to make (including such deten- !New.] 
tion in quarantine as may be probable), 
according to the scale for the time being 
prescribed by those t·ules; 

(d) that the master holds certillcate A; 
~e) if the ship is to make o. short voyage iu 

a season of foul weather, anc1 to carry 
upper-deck passengers, that she i.s fur
nished with substantio.l bulwarks and a 
double awning or with other sufficient 
protection against the weather. 

(I) if she is to sail to any port in the Red Sea, r Act xvn 
that she is propelled principally by 1883, s. 2.] ' 
steam and, if she is to carry more than 
one hundred passengers being natives 
of Asia or Africa, that she has on board 
a medical officer licensed in accordance 
with the rules under this Act; and 

(g) such other particulars, if any, as mny be 
prescribed by those rules. 

12. The person by whom certificate A and certi- [Act VIII, 
Gr:wt of CcrtHicatcs. ficate B nre to be granted 1870, a. 12.1 

shall be the officer refer-
red to in section 7. 

(~) The notice shall be given not less than 
twenty-four hours lJefore that time. 13. Where the master of a ship produces to [Aot VIII, 

f . . . that officer either of the 1876, a. 13.) 
[Act VIII, 8. After receiving the not.icc, the officer a ore- Substitute for ccrt1hcatc A. f ll . t'fi t 
1876, s. 8]. . said, or a person autho- 0 owmg cer 1 ca es, 

Powe~ to enter aud m· rized by him, shall be at namely-
spect sh1r;. liberty at all times to (c') a valid certificate granted by the Board of 
enter and inspect the ship and the fittings, pro- 'l'rade or by a British Colonial Govern

ment, or 
visions and stores therein. · d d (b) a certificate gran to un er the authority o.f 

[Act 7III, 9. (1) .A ship intended to cany passengers a British Indian Government on o. date 
1876, s. 9.] shall not commence a not more than one year before the pro-

Ship n_ot to sail without voyage from a port or posed day of sailing and in force and \tS: 
two certificates. place appointed . under applicable to tho voyage on which the '" 
this Act unless the master holds two certtficates ship is top1·oceedor the servicoon which 
to the effect mentioned in the two next following she is about to be employed, 
sections. the officer may, if the pa1·ticulars required by sec· 

(1J) The officer of t.he Government whose duty· tion 10 are certified thereby, take the certificate ae 
it is to grant a port-clearance for the ship sh.all evidence of those pa.rticula.rs, and it shall then be 
not grant it unless the master holds those cerhfi·1 de.emed to be o. certificate A. fo1• the purposes of 
.cates. . tb1s Act. 
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. ~the Nat·ive Passenger Ships Bill, 1886. 
(Chapter II.-Rule.•fo?' all Voyages.-Sections 11,.-17-Chapte?' III.-Rules 

jo1· shm·t Voyages-Sections 18-19.) 

[Act vnr, 14. (1) After receiving the notice required by 
1876, •· 14.] . section 7, the officer ~~tfore-

CHAPTER III. 

Survey of ship. said may, if he thinks fit, 
cause the ship to be surveyed at the expense of 
the master or owner by competent surveyors, 'Yho 
shall report to him whether the ship. is, in their 
opinion, seaworthy and properly eq~1pped, ~tted 
and ventilated for the voya.ge wh1ch she IS to 
make: 

Provided t4at he shall not cause a ship holding 
a certificate mentioned in section 13, clause (a) or 
clause (b), to be sur!'eyed unless, by re~son of the 
ship having met w1th damage or havmg under
gone alterations, or on other reasonable ground, 
he considers it likely that she may be found un
seaworthy or not properly equipped, fitted or ven
tilated for the voyage. 

(!J) If the officer aforesaid causes a survey to 
be made of a ship holding any such certificate, 
antt the surveyors report that the sl1ip is sea
worthy and properly equipped, fitted and venti
lated for the voyage, and that there w~s 
no reasonable ground why ·the officer aforesaid 
should have thought it likely that she would 
be found unseaworthy, or not properly equip
ped, fitted, or ventilated for the voyage, the 
expense of the survey shall be paid by the Local 
Government. 

RuLEs FOR sHORT VoYAGES. 

18. (1) For seasons of fair weather, a ship [Act VIII, 
. performi.ug a short 1876• s. 19.] 

Space to be n.vmlablc for voyage shall contain in 
passengers. the between decks at 
least six superficial feet and thirty-six cubic 
feet of space available for every between-decks 
passenger, and shall contain on the upper-deck 
nt least four superficial feet available for each 
such passenger, and six superficial feet available 
for each upper-deck passenger. 

(2) For seasons of foul weather, a ship propel
led by sails and performing a short voyage shall 
cont.ain in the between-decks at least twelve 
superficial feet and seventy-two cubic feet of 
space available for every between-decks pas
senger, and shall contaiu on the upper-deck at 
least four superficial feet available for each such 
passenger and twelve superficial feet available 
for each upper-deck passenger. 

(3) For seasons of foul weather, a ship propel
led by steam, or partly by steam and partly by 
sai.!s, and performing a short voyage, shall con
tain in the between-decks at least nine superficial 
feet and fifty-four cubic feet of space avail
nble for every between-decks passenger, and 
shall contain on the upper-deck at least four 

[Act VIII. 15.- (1) The officer authorized to grant a certi- superficial feet ava.ilable for each such passenger 
1Si6. s. 15.] ficate under this Act in 1 · fi · 1 f 'I bl f ' -

Djscretion as to grant of respect of a ship slmll not anc nme super Cia eet avm a e or eacn upper-
ccrtdicate. . 1 h . . ·deck passenger. grant Jt un ess e IS satis-

fied that she has not on board any cargo likely from (4) But in seasons of foul weather a ship shall 
its qua.Iity, quantity or mode of stowage to preju- not carry upper-deck passengers unless she is 
dice the health or safety of the passengers. . furnished with substantial bulwarks ana a 

double awning or with other sufficient protection 
(2) but save as aroresaid, and subject to the against the weather. 

provisions of sub-section (3), it shall be in the 19 If h' f · 
discretion of the officer aforesaid to grant or · a s Ip per ormmg ~.short voyage takes [Act VIII 
withhold a certificate under this Act. Ship taking additional additiOnal passengers on 1876, s. 20.1 

passengers at intcrwcdiato board at an intermediate 
[Act vru, (3) In the exercise of that discretion that offi- port. port or place, the master 
18i6, s. 16.] cer shaH be suQject to the control of the Local shall obtain a supplementary certificate from the 

Government, and of any intermediate authority proper officer at that port, stating-
which that Government appoints in this behalf. (a) the number of passengers so taken on 

(Act VIII, 16. The master or owner shall post up in a con- board; and 
1876, s. 17.] • spicuous part of the ship, (b) that provisions, fuel and pure water over 

~OJ?Y of certdlcn.tcs to be so as to be visible to and above what is necessary for the' crew 
exhibJtcd. persons on board thereof, and the ot?er ·things, if any, prescribed 
a copy 0£ each of the certificates granted under for the ship by the rules under this Act, 
this Act in respect of the ship, and shall keep have been placed, on board, of the quality 
those copies so posted up in tha.t part during the prescribe~ by the rules, properly packed, 
voyage. and suffiCient to supply the passengers, 

on board during the voyage which the . 
(Act vm, 17. If an officer appointed in this behalf by ship is to make (including such detention 
1876, 8, 18, . the Local Government in q~arantine as may be probable), ac-

B,upply by p~engera of is satisfied that a pas- cordmg to the scale for the . time bei-ng thetr OWD proV1810D8, 
senger has brought on . prescribed by those rules : 

board a ship for his own use provisions of the Provided that, if the certificate B held by the 
quality and in the quantity for the time being master of the ship states that provisions, fuel and 
prescribed by the rules under this Act, the re- pure water, over and abov~ wha~ is necessary for 
quirements Qf this Aet respecting the supply of the crew, and the other things, 1£ any prescribed 
prorisiOJ?.S for passengers shall not, except as to for her by the rules under this Act ' have been 
the supply of water, apply so far as regards the placed on board, of the quality presdribed by the 
supply of provisions for that passenger. r~les, properly packed, and sufficient to supply 
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. . . The Native Pasgenger Ships Bill 1886 
(Chapter III....:....Rulesf01:· shor.~ Voya,qes-Sec.tion 20:-'ohapt~r IV.-Rulesjar long 

· Voyages-Sectwns 21·29.) . 

_t;he. full ,~ umber of passengers whfch sh~ is cnpable · • · 
Of Carrying •11e maste h U . b the master shall obtain a. fresh certificate to l.he 

. ' " r s a not e bound to f obtam any such supplementary ci:irtificate effect o certificate B from the proper officer at 
[Act VIII 

20 
W . · that p·ort, and shall make ·additional statements 

1876, s. 21. ' · • hen t~e shlp reac~es her final port of Spi'Jcifying ~l~e number and the respective sexes of 
Report of deaths on the arn.val, the waster shall all the add1 t1onal passengers. · 

voyage. notify, to such officer as . (~) ~11 the foregoing provisions of this Act 
. . the Governor-General in th t }j h If I 11 b 1' bl t t'fi Coune1l appoint.s jn this behalf, • the cJnte 1111d m a · e a s 1a e app tea e o any cer 1 cate 

d w granted or statement made under this section: 
.suppose cause of death of every passenger dying 
on the voyage. 25. In the case of a ship sai!ing from any [Act XVIII 

· B. d h h' 
1 

port in Brit.ish India to 1883, •· 3.} 

·CHAPTER IV. 
RULES FOR LONG VOYAGES. 

~~7~, B. ~JY ·. 21. (1) A ship propelle.d by sails and perform
Space to be aYailable for iug a. lo~g voyage shall 

passengers. · cout!ll,ll m the between-
decks at least twelve 

superficial feet and seventy-two cubic feet of 
space available for every passenger. . 
. (91) A ship propellet~ by steam, or pn.rtly by 
steam and partly b,r ~mls, and performing a long 

·voyage, shall contmu m the between-decks at least 
nine superficial feet and fifty-four cubic feet of 
space available for every passenger. · 

[Act VITI, 22. The master of a ship departing or proceed-
1876• B. 23.] in•~ on a lou"' · cr · 

Statement of passengers. f n o VO) a"!e 
• . · . . TOrn any port or place m 

'Br1t1sh Inclm shall s1gn ·two statements, specifying 
the number and the respective sexes of all the 
pnsseuger!l and the num her of · the crew, . and 
.shall deliver them to the officer npp.ointed und.et• 
section 20, who shall the1·eupon, after bavin"' 
first satisfied himself that the numbers are correct 
countersign and return to the master one of the 
statemeu'ts. 

[Act VIII, 23. '!'he master shall note in writing on the 
1876, 8• 24.] Deaths on vo a c. statement returned ~-him, 

· Y g and on any adclltwnal 
·statement to be made under the next following sec
tion, the date and supposed cause of death of any 
passenger who may die on the voyage, and shall 
forthwit.h on the arrival of the ship at her destina
tion or at any port at which it may he intended to 
land passenge1·s, nn<.l. before any passengers are 
landed, produce the statement, with any additions 
thereto made, to any person lawfully ex~>rcising 
consular authority on behalf of Her Majesty at the 
port of arrival i£ it is a foreign p'ort, or to the 
Chief Officer of Customs, or the officer (if any) 
appointed under this Act to receive such state
ments, at any port or place at which it is intended 
to land the passengers or any of them. 

l~7~,':~1~s.] Ship taking additionp.l . 24. (9 In either of 
passengers and touching at the followmg cases, name-
mtermediatc port. Jy,-

( a) if, after the ship has departed or proceeded 
on a long voyage, any ndditional passen
gers are ta.ken on board at a port or place 
within British India appointed under this 
Act for the embarkation of passengers, or 

(bJ If the ship upon her voyage touches or 
arrives at nny such port, having pre
viously received on board additional pas
sengers at any place beyond British 
India, 

· on w ere B •P c cars t • th R d S 
for port in Red Sea. any por m e e ea., 
· · the officer whose duty it 
is to grant a port-clearance for any such ship 
shall not grant the clearance unless and until the 
master, owner or agent of the. ship and two sure
ties resident i u . British In ilia have executed in 
favour of the Secretary of State for Indio. in 
Council a joint and several bond, for the sum of 
Rs. 5,000, conditioned- · . 

(a) that the ship shall touch at Aden on the 
ont.wn.rd voyage and their obtain a clean 
bill of health, and shall do the same on 
the homeward voyage if the ship con
tinues to carry more than sixty passen-
gers; and · 

(b) that the master aml medical officer (if any) 
of the ship shall comply with on the 
outward voyage, and n.lso on the home
ward voyage if the ship continues to 
carry more than Hixty· pnssenge1·s, the 
provisions of this Act and of such rules 
relating to ships sailing bet1vee11 ports 

·in British India and ports in the Red 
Sea as the Governor-General in Council 
may tnl!oke under this Act. 

.26. A ship carrying mor~ than s~xty passengers [Act VIII, 
Ships ao.iling to or from hem g uatt ves of Asia or 1876, e. 'J:/, 

port· in Red Sea to touch 'Africa, and sn.iling from tJ";t xz
1
n, 

at Aden. any port in British India. '•· 
to any port in the Red Sea, Ol' from any port in 
the Red Sea to any port in British India, shall 
touch at Aden, and shall . not leave that port 
without having obtained from the proper a.uthot·i-
ty a clean bill of health. 

27. The ~uthority at Aden empowered to [Act VI¥.! 
grant the bill of health 1876, e. ~ & 

Bill of health at Aden. shall refuse to "'Ml.nt it if Act XVID, 
15 1883, •• .a.) 

the ship has on l)oard a greater number of pas
sengers than in the proportion prescribe~ f~t· her 
by ,this Act, and may refuse to ~nt It tf the 
requirements of any rule und~r thts Act o.re noli 
complied with on board the sh1p. 

28. A ship sailing from or to any port in [Act 
British India to or from 1883, 

C~rtain •hipe to carry any port in the Reel Sea. 
medical officer. d . an carrytng more than 
one hundred passeng~;~rs being natives of Asia or 
Africa shall have on board a medical officer licen
sed in accordance with the rules unuer this Aob. 

29. A. ship sailing from or to any pod in 
British India to or:&Om 

Certain shiP' to be pro· a.ny port in the Re'd Sea 
pelled by steam. shall be propelled prin-

cipally by steam. 

·vr.-64 

... 
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The Native Passenge1· ~hips Bill, 1886. 
(Ol~apter IV.- Rules jo1· long Voyages-Section 30.--0hapter V.-

. · Penalties~Sections 31-38.) 

[Act xvu, 80. (1) The Local Government may direct 
1883, .. 6.) Power for Locnl Govern· that no passenger shall 

ment to direct medical· be received on board any 
Inspection of po.ssecgers. ship or any ship of a 

ed in section 19, or to report deaths as requi~ed 
by section 20, or to obtain any such fresh certlfi
cute, or to make any such statement of t~1e nun:
ber of additio!lal passengers, as is mentiOned. m . 
section 24-, be shaH be punished-with fine whiCh 
may extend to five hundred ruplleS for every such 
offenc::e, or with imprisonwent for a term which 
may extend to three months, or with both. 

specified class sailing from any port in British 
India to any port in the Red Sea unless and 
until the passenger bas been inspected, at such 
time and place as the Local Government ma;y: fix 
in this behalf, by a medical officer to be appomt-
ed by the Government for the purpose. · 

(!!) If, in _the opinio~ of ~he officer makin~ 
an inspect.ion under tlus sect10n a passenger 1s 
suffering from any dangerously infectious or 
contagious disease, the passenger shall not be 
permitted to embark. 

35. I£ a master, after having: obtained an! of ~~7~. a. ~~f1• 
PCnalty for fraudulent the certrficates meut_10n- --.::_ 

alteration in ship after ed in section 9, section ,,' 

CHAPTER V. 
PENALTIES. 

Act VIH, 31. If a ship departs or proceeds upon a voy-
1816, s. 29.] age from, or dischm'ges 

Pennlty ~or ship u~l~w- passengers ·at any port 
fully depa.rtmg or rccen•mg . '. . . 
passengers on bonrd: or . place w1tbm Bl'ltTsh 

· India in contravention 
of the provisions of section 6, sub-section (1), or 
section 9, or if a person is received as a passen
ger on boat:d a ship in contravention of the 

certificate obta.inccl. 19 or section 24, ft·audu-
lently does or suffers to be· done anything where-
by the certificate becomes inapplicable to the 
altered state of the ship, her passengers, or other 
matt~rs to which the t:ertificate relate~, he· shall 
be punished with fin e which may ex f;end to two 
thousand rupees, or wi th imprisonment fora term 
which may extend to six mouths, or with both . . 

36. If a master wilfully, and without satisfac· [Act VIII, 
Penalty for fniling to tory excuse, omits to 1876, 8

• 34.] 
suppl~ po.sscng~rs with · supply to any passenger 
prcscnbcd provJstons. the allowunce of food, 
fu el-and water prescribed by the rules uucl ~r this 
Act, be shall be punished with - fin e which may 
extend to twenty rupees ~for every passenger 
who has sustained detriment by the omission. . 

37:. If the master of a ship to which section [Act VIII, 
provisions of section 6, sub-section ( 93), . the 
master or owner shall, for every passenger con
veyed in the ship, or for every passenger so dis
charged or received on board, be punished wi th 
:fine which may extend to one hundred rupees, or 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to one month, or with both, nnd the ship, if fou nd 
within t"IW yem·s _in a.ny port within BNtish 
India, may be seized and detained hy any Chief 
Officer of Customs until the penalties incnrred 
under this Act by her maste1· ot· owner have been 
adjudicated, and the payment of the fines im
posed on him under tbill Act, with all costs, has 

· 26 applies wilfully fails ·I876, s, 35.] 
. Pennlty for not ohtnining to touch at A.cle or .-

hill of hcnlth at Aden. l l ' _n,b 

been enforced, under the. provisions of this Act: 
(New.) ProvidAd that the aggregate term of imprison

ment awarded under this section shall no.t ex
. ceed one year. 

(.Act VIIT; 82. If a person impedes or refuses to allow the 
1876, •· 30.] Penalty for opposing entry or inspection au

en~ry on or inspection of thorized under -this Act, 
ah1ps. he shall be punished with 
fine which·may extend to five hundred rupees 
for each offence, or with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three months, or with both. 

f.Act vur, 33. If a master or owner wilfully fails to 
1876, •· 31]. 1 f t 1 'b' comply with the require-

Penn ty or no ex u tt· t f · · 
lng copy of certificates. men S O section 16 With 

. . . respect to.the posting of 
copies of certificates, he shall be punished with 
fine which may extend to two hundred rJipees, or 

• with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to one month, or with both. · 

VIII, 34 . . If a master fails to comply with any of the 
L 32.} p--•ty , t requirements of section .,.,... •Or no com· 22 1. 

23 
I 

plying with requirements or sec Ion , as to t 1e 
as to statement .of pas. st-atement of passengers, 
seugors and certain other or wilfully makes uny 
matters. fal t t . · so en ry or no e m or 

- on any such statement, or wilt'nlly fails to obtain 
any such supplementary certificate as is mention-

eaves t 1at pod _w1t out 
having obtained a bill of health under that sec
tion,.):te shall fot• every such offence, be punished 
wi th fi.ne which may extend to two· thousn.nd 
rupees, or with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to six mon ths, or with both . 

38. (1) .If a ship has ou board a number of [Act VIII, 
. h" h d 1876, s. 36.) 

Penalty for excess of passengers w l C , regar 
number specified in certifi· being had to the time of 
cate. the year and other cir
cumstances, is greater than the number allowed 
by the certificate, or, on arriving from a port 
where a certificate could not be procured, has on 
board a number of passengers exceeding the 
number allowed by this Act for the ship, the 
master and owner simi!, for every passeuger over 
and above the number allowed by the certificate 
or by this Act, as the case may be, be each 
punished with fine which may extend to twenty 
rupees, and the master shall further be liable 
for each of the passengers over and above that 
number to imprisonment for a term which may · 
extend to one week : 

P!·ovided that the aggregate term of imprison
ment awarded under this section shall not exceed 
six months . 

(~) Any ,officer ~~outhorized in this behalf by the 
Local Government may cause all passengers over 
and above the number allowed by the certifi
cate or by thisAct, as the case may be, to disembark, 
and may forward tl1em to any port of British I udia 
and may r~cover the cost of so forwarding the~ 
from the master or owner of the ship as if the cost 
was a fine imposed under this Act, and a certificate 
under the hand of that officer shall be conclusive 
proof of the amount of the cost aforesaid. 

'
I 



[Act VIII, 
1876, s. 37 .j 
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The Native Passenger Ships Bill, 1886. 
(Ohaptm· V.-Penalties-Sections 39-50). 

39. If a ship bringing native passengers £1·om 
:r:cnalty for bringing au~ port or ,.Place beyond 

nat•yo pas•e?gers from Br1t1sh India, into any 
foro•g~ port m c~eess or lort or pl nee . B . t' h 
nuthor1zed proportion. · d' h , m 1'1 IS 

11 m, as on board a 
number_ o£ passe~gers greater- either than in the 
proportiOn pr~scl'lbed by section 18 or section 21 
or under sect10n 57 (as the case may be) or than 
~he number allo~ved ·b,v the license or certificate, 

led by steam, the master and owner shall each 
be punished with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees, or with imprisonment whicH' 
may extend to three months, or with poth. 

45. If the master of a ship to which a direction [Act XVII, 
Pcn:.lty on mastcrrccciv· under section 30 applies 1883, 

1
• 7.} 

i~g P''-"""l<er in contravcn· knowingly receives on 
t10n of sect1on 30. l 0 d th h · • • J ar e s 1p any person 
m contravention of that sec:tion, he shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to five 
ht~nd~ed r_upees for each person so received, or 
with Imprisonment which may extend to three 
mqnths, or with both. 

. If any, granted m respect of the ship at her port 
OI' place of departure, the master and owner sbal1 
for every passenger in·excess of that proportion' o1: 
of that number, be each punished with line which 
may extend to twenty rupees. 

Act VIII, 40. If the master of a ship to which this Act Procedure. 
1876• 8 ' as.] Penalty for landing pas- applie~ lands any passen- Adjudic.~tion of oiTcnces 46. (1) Offences [Act YIIl, 

[New.] 

[Act XVII, 
!883, s. 7.] 

senger at a place other ger at. any port or place nnd levy of line by di•tros~ against this Act shalll876, s. 39.] 
~~~~,;~~~~ ~~ )"h~eh he has ot.her than the port 01. on ship. be punishable by a Magis-

an · place at which the pas- trate. 
s~nger m_ay have contracted to land, unless with . (18.) ~£ the p_erson on whom a fine is imposed 
h1s prev10us consen t, or unless the landing is under tins A?t 1s the master or owner of a ship 
made necessary b_y perils of the sea or other un- aucl the fine IS not paid at the time and in the 
avoidable accident, t~e master shall, for every mau~er prescribe~! by t~~ order of p~yment, the 
such offence, be pumshed with fine which may M_ag~~~rate may, 111 o.dd1t10n t? the ordmt~ry m_eans 
extend to two hunch:ed rupees, or with imprison- piescubeu by law for enforc_m~ P'~yme~t, d1rect 
men~ for a term whiCh may extend to a month, by _warrant. tbe amount .remmumg uupatd to be 
or Wlth bot-h. lev1e_d by d1stress and sale of the ship, her tackle, 

41. If a ship, otherwise thau by reason of furmture and apparel. 

P Perils of the sea or other 47 · Fo1· the purpose of the adjudicntion of [Act vm 
cno.lt:,: for mak~ng 1 ' ..-oyage m contravention unavoidable accident, Jurisdiction. pena ties uudm• this Act, 1876, a. 40,} 

of contract with passcn- touches nt any port or . . every offence against its 
gcra. place in contravention of provisions shall be deemed to have been commit· 
a~y express or, implied cont.-net 01. engagement ted :vithiu the limits of the jurisdiction of the 
with the passengers, or assurance to them, with Mag1strate of the place ,where the offender is 
respect to the voyage which the ship was to make found. 
and the time which that voyage was to occupy, 48. The -penalties to which masters and owners [Act vin 
whether the contract, engagement or assurance B h r f 6f flhips are made liable 1876, a. o~i.J 
was made by public ndve1·tisemeu t or otherwise, pcn!J~cso~ f,~~:~\~~!::'d or by this Act shall be en-
t~e m~ster an_d owner shall each be pnnished - · forced only on informo.-
Wlth fine wh1ch may extend to five hundred tiou laid at the instance of the otficers appointed 
rupees, or with imprisonment for a term which to grant certificates under 'this Act, or, o.t any 
may-extend to three months, or with both. port or place where there is no such officer at the 

42 . . If the master or medical officer of any instance of the Chief Otficer of Customs. ' 
Penalty on master or such ship as is referred 49. A Magistrate imposing a fine under this [Act YIII, -

m~dica! offie~r of certain to in section 26 wilfully Appliention of fines. Act may, if be thinks fit, 1876, a. 42.} 
sh1ps dlsobcymg rules. breaks, or omits or neg- direct the whole or any 
lects to obey, any rule under this Act applica- part thereof to be appliecl' in compensating any 
ble to the 'ship, h~:~ shall be puuished with fiue person for any detriment which he may have 
which mn.y extend to five hundred rupees, or snstained by the act or default in respect of which 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend the fine is imposed or in or towards payment of 
to three months, or with both. the expenses of the proceedings. 

43. If a ship sailing from or to any port in 50. (1) Wheuever,- in the course of any legal [Aot 
~t~5.~~J.~· ·Penalty on mast~r of British I~dia to 01' f1·om Depositions receiv:Lblo proceeding onder tbisA.ct l876, " 

certain ships sailing with· any port m the Red Sen. when witnesses cannot be the testimony of a witness' 
out medical o!liccr. and carrying more than produced. is required in relation to 
one hundred passengers has not on board a medi- the subject-matter of the procP.eding, a11y depo-

. cal officer as required by section 28, the master sition that he may have previously made in relation 
of the ship shall be punished with fi~e \~hie h. may to the same subject-matter before amy Justice or 
extend to five hundred rupees, or with 1mpnson- Magistrate iu fi:er Mnjety's dolllinions (includi,!lg 
ment for a term which may extend to three all parts of lndm other than those subject to the 
months, or with both. same Local ~ov~r~m~nt as the port or place where 

the proceedmg Is IDBtitnted), or before any British 
[Act XVII, 44. If a ship sailing from or to any port in consular officer elsewhere, shall be adwissible in 
1~83, s. 7,) Penalty on master and British India. to or from evidence on proof that. the witness cannot be 

owner of certnin ships not any port in the Red Sea found within. the jurisdiction of the Court in. 
propelled by steam. is not principally propel- which the proceeding is instituted: 
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( Gltapte~ VL-:s~~;plemen.ta_l' P1·ovisio.1M~ Sect·i01ts . 51-55.) 

Provided tl111t the deposition shail not be ad
~issible unless-

maintaining health, cleanliness and 
decency; 

(a) .it is . anthenticat~d by the signature of the 
Justice, Magistrate or consular officer; 

(b) it was made in the presence of the person, 
accused ; and . 

(c) the licensing and appointment of medical [Act XVII 
officers in cases where they' are reqUlred 1883, s. 8.] ' 
under this Act to be_carried ·; 

(c) the fact that it was so made is certified 
by the Justice, Magistrate or consular . 

(d) the boats, auchors and cables to be ·provided 
ou board; 

(e) the instruments for purposes of navigation 
to ·be supplied; officer. . · 

(2) It shalt" not be necessary in any case to 
prove t.he signature or official character of the 
person 'appearing to lutve signed any such deposi
tion: and in any criminal proceeding, such certi
ficate as aforesaid· shall, un.less the contrary is 
proved, be sufficient evidence of the accused 
having b'een present in manner thereby certified. 

CHAPTER VI. 
SuPPLEMENTAL PnovJsroNs. 

{Act VIII, 51. (1) The Chief Officer of Customs, or th~ 
, 1876, 1. 44.] Information .to be sent officer, if any, appointed 

to po~ts of embarkntion. nuder tl1is Act, at any 
por~ or place within British India at which any 
ship to which this Act applies touches or arrives, 
shall, with advertence to the provisions of this 
Act, send any particulars w'hich he may deem 
important respecting the ship and· the passengers 
conveyed therein to the officer nt the port from 
which the ship commbnced her voyage, and to 
the officer at any other port within British _India 

· where the passengers nr any of them embarked. 
(2) .Any oilicet· appointed nuder this Act mny, 

at any port or place in B1·itish [ndia·at which a 
ship to which this Act applies touclws, boa.rd the 
ship and inspect. her in ord•er to ascertain whether 
the provisions of ' this ~ct as to the number of 

. passengers and other matters have been complied 
with. · 

In any proceeding for 'the adjudicatiou VIII,_ 52. 
•. 46.] of any penalty i11curred 

Ropol't of Consul. under this Act, any do-
cumenb purporting to be a report of such parti
culars as ,aforesrLid Of a copy of the pvoceedi·iigs 
of any Cout·t of. Justice duly authenticated, and 
also any like ciocume?t purporting to be ~~de 
and signed by any. pers·un lawfully exerCismg 
consular authority on behalf of Her ·Mujest.y in 
Bny foFei~n pot·t, shall be Feceived in evidence, if 
it appears to have been officially tt·ansmitted to 
any officer at. or nea:r the place where the proceed

. ing: undeL' thts Act IB had. 
VIU) · 53. (1) The GovArnor-General in Council may 

•· 46.,) makerulesconsistentwith 
• l'~wer for G?vernor,Geno· 'this Act to regulate in 

ral m Council and Local ' . • . 
-Government to make rules. the case of ·any sh'tp or 

class of sl1ipsto which this 
Act applies, all or any of the following matter.s :

(f) the appat·atus for the purpose of extinguish
ing fires on board and the precautions to 
be taken to prevent such· fires; 

(g) the p'rovisiou of means for making signals N f 
of distress, and the supply of lights ~ :o·vi~.' ~9 
inextingoishable in water and fitted for SO, s. 21]' ' 
attachment to life-buoys; 

(It) the functions of the mnster, medical officer [Act XVII 
(if any) and other officers of the ship dur- 1883, e. 8.] ' 
ing the voyagfl; 

(i) the excess of between-decks passengers to [Act XVII 
the upper deck; aud 1883, s. 8. ] ' 

(j) generally, to carry out' the purposes of this 
Act. 

(2) The Local Government may make rules [N~w.] 
·consistent with this Act to regulate, in the case 
of any 'ship or class of ships to which this Act 
applieF<, the local li)nits wiLhiu which, and the 
time nnd mode at and in which, passengers are to 
be embarked or discharged nt any port or place 
ap]Jointed under this Act in tht\t behalf. 

(8) In mnking n rule under this section, the [New.] 
authority making it may direct that a breach of . 
it shall be pnnisbable with line which may extend 
to two hundred rupees, and, when the breach is a 
continuing breach, wit.h a further fine which may 
extend to twenty rupees for every day after the 
first duriug which the breach coutiuues . 

54. {1) An authority making rules under the fNcw.] 
. . . last foregoing section 

Pl'occedmg for mnkmg shall befo. k' rules , te rna mg 
· them, publish a draft of 

the proposed rule;; for the infot·mation of persons 
likely to be affected thereby. 

(2) 'l'he publication shall be made in such 
manner as the Governor-General in Council, by 
notification in the Guzctto of India, preRcribes. 

(3) 'l'here shall be published with the draft 
a notice specifying a date at or after which the 
draft will be taken into consideration, 

(4-) The authority making the . ru1es shall 
receive and considet· any objection or suggestion 
which may be made by any .person with respect 
to the draft before the date so specifiecd, 

(5) A rule made under the last foregoing 
section shall not take effect if it is made by the 
Governor-General in Council until it has been 
published in the Gazette of India, and if it is 
made by the Local Government until it has bee.n 
published in the local official Gazette.-(a) the scale on which provisions, fuel and 

water are to be supplied to the passen
gers or to any class or classes of passen
gers, and the quality of the provisions 
fuel and water ; 

'(6) The publication in the Gazette of a rule 
purporting to be made under that section shall 
be conclusive proof that it· has been duly made. 

55: '!'he Local Government shall appoint such [Act vnl. 
the medical stores and other appliances and 

fittings to be provided on board for 
, tli. persons as it thinks fit 1876, s. 47.] 

A · tm nt o• o cera · ppom e · to e~ercise and perform 

' I , 
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The Native Passenger Ships Bill, 1886. 

(Ohapte1· Pl.-Supplemental P1·oviaions-Sections 56-59. 

.• 

Schedule- Enactment.~ ?'epealed ) 
the powers and duties conferred 0 d · d b' · 
by this Act. . nan tmpose au Ject.to such conditions as it thinks fit, exempt 

~~7c6t 4V8IJII, 56. The Governor-General in Cou '1 athn1 Ashtp or class of ships from any provision of 
1 S. . DCl may IS Ct. 

Power to declare what declare, by notification in 
shall. be deem~~· "seasons the Gazette of I 11 d1:a 
of fatr weather and "long what shall b d d ' 

59. All powers conft:rred by this Act may be 
voyages." e eeme to 

. be, for the purposes of 
• Power~ oxcrcisco.blo from exercised from time to 

ttmc to time. time as occasion requires. 
this Act, "seasons of fair weather" and "sea
sons of foul weather," aud, for sailing vessels 
a11d steamers respectively, a " long voyage " and 

r a " short voyage." 
SCHEDULE. 

Act VII 57 Th G G · · 1876, s. 49•1 ' . · e overnor- eneral m Cou~lCtl ~ay by ENACTl\IENTS REPEA.LED. 

Power to prescribe space order prescrtbe, IU the 
to be available for passcn· case of any ship or class 
gers. of ships and for all or any 
voyages to which this Act applies, the number of 
superficial or of cubic feet of space to be availahle 
for passengers ; and the order sha.ll override the 
provisions of sections 18 and 21 so far as they 

(See ~ectio1t 4.) 

Number nnd year. Title. Extent of 
repeal. 

apply to that ship or class of ships. 
[Act XVII, 58. The Local Government may, with the pre-

VIII of 1876 .. . N o.ti ve Passenger 
Act, 18i6. 

Ships The whole. 

XVIII of 1883 
1883, s. 9.) vious sanction of thoGov-

Powcr to exempt ship . , G l . C .1 VII of 1884 

.. . Native 'Passenger 
Act, 188:1. 

Indian Steamships 
1884. 

ShiJIII The whole. 

Act, Section 41, 
from proYisions of Act OJ not- enera Ill ounct ' 

· for. any special reason and 

STATEMENTS OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

'£he law relating to native passenger ships is containe(l in three enactments, namely, the Native 
Passenger Ships Act, VIII of 1876, and the amending Acts; X VII of I 883 and V li of 1884. Further 
amendments having now become necessary, the opportunity has been taken to consolidate the law in a 
8 ingle measure. 

Bill. 
2. The amendments are not numerous and will be noticed in the order in which they occur in the 

(a) .SecHon ~.-The primary object of the proviso to aub-~ection (2) of this section is to confer 
on the Government of Bombay the l>ower of having cert..'\in small vessels engaged in the 
pilgrim-trade between We~:~tern In<ha and the Hedjnz examined with a view to ascertaining 
whether or not they nre seaworthy. 

(b) Section 11, clause (c).-The correspomling section of the Act of 187G requires certificate .B 
to state that provisions, fuel and pure water sufficient for the voyage have been placed on 
board. It is now proposed to rC?.quire the certificate to state thnt the supply is sufficient 
not only for the voyage but for any probable period of detention iu quarantine. On om• 
occasion at least the Government has had to undertake the mr~intennnce of a shipload of 
pilgrims whose private stock of provisions had become exhausted. 

(c) Section 41.-Cases have occurred in which pilgrims who had engaged their passages on the 
understanding that they would proceed direct to the Hedjaz have been taken on lon" 
coasting voyages. '£he deception thus pmctiaed has caused gr·eat lrardship, pilgrims very 
frequently taking their. own provisions with them (~ectiou 18, Act VIII, 1876) ~nd very 
rarely taking more than IS absolutely necessary for then· support on the voyage whtch they 

(d) 
believe themselves to have undertaken. 

Section 53, sttb-.~ection (1), clause (g).-lt i!l proposed, following , sec~ion 21 o~ the Bngli11h 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1876, t~ eropo:ver the Governor:Gen?ralm Cou.ncil to require 
native passenger ships to be provided with means for makmg stgnals of di:stress and with 
life-saving apparatus. . . . . . 

(e) Sectio1~53, 81,b-section (2).-This sub;sectiOn IB destgned to meet a suggesh rn ~ade by_Mr. T. 
}<t Cook, of the firm of Messrs .. rhomn.s Cook & Son, that the ~mbarkatton of ptlgrims 
in the" Roads" at Bombay dt~nn~ ~he m;n'!oon should be forb1dden, and th.a~ pilgrir~
carrying ships should be reqmred to go 1nto dock fo1· the purpose of rcce1tmg the1 r 
passengers during tbat season. . . . 

• (f) 8ecti()n 54.-This section req~ires dra~ts offanhy rnlebs
1
. whbrcfh 1t !sh pt·op

1 
osed to make under the 

Act ~0 be published for the mforroat10n o t e pu IC e ore • e rn es are made. 

The ~5th .Aug1~t 1886. 

VI.-65 

(Signed) A. CoLVIN. 

S. HARVEY J..,AMES, 
Offg. Secretary to the Govennnent of 

(New. ) 


