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~nmha~ <15nmrnnrrnf ®anftr. 
t)ublislud bn ~utltaritJl. 

THURSDAY, 26TH JUNE 1884. 

@"Sepcwate .2Jaging is given to this P~1·t, in orde1• thctt it may be filecl a3 a aepamte compilation 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'rhe following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Hegnlations on the 
18th Juna 1881. :-

Bill No. 5 of 1884. 

A Bill jo1· the validation of certain licenses to 
solemnize il!um·iages gmnlcd to ltfiniste?·s of 
Religion unde1· Act X XV of 1861,-. 

WHEREAS by section 4.· of Act XXV of 1864 
(to providr further fo?' the solemnization of Ma?·­
?'iages in lncUaof persons1J?'ofessing the Gh1·istian 
.Religion) it was enacted that, from and after the 
first day of July, 1864, certain Governments 
therein named should have authority to grant 
licenses to ministers of religion to solemnize mar­
riages within the territories subject to such Gov­
ernments respectively; 

And whereas, in exercise of the authority so 
conferred, the Governments therein named grant­
ed licenses to certain ministers of religion to 
solemnize marriages; 

And whereas Act XXV of 1864 was repealed 
hy Act V of 1865 (to provide {o1· the solemniza­
tion of ltfru·?·iages in lnclia of persons professing 
tltc Clwistia_n Religion) ; 

And whereas by section 9 of the latter Act it 
was enacted that, from and after the commence­
ment of that Act, all marriages which should be 
solemnized in India·otherwise than _in accordance 
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with the provisions' of the fifth and sixth aeetio .. 
of that Act should be null and void ; 

And whereas by section 6 of the same Act it 
was enacted t.lmt marriages might be solemnized 
in India by (among other persons) any minister of 
religion who, under· the provis\ons of that Act, 
had obtained a license to ~olemnize marriages ; 

And whereas Act Y of 186'5 was repealed by XV o£ 1872. 
the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872 ; · 

And whereas by section •1 of the latter Act it 
is enacted that every marriage between persons, 
one or both of whom is a Christian or Christians, 
shall be solemnized in accordance with the pro­
visions of the next following section; and that any 
such marriage solemnized otherwise than in accord­
ance with such provisions shall be null and void; 

And whereas by the next following section of 
the same Act it is enacted that marriages may 
be solemnized in India by (among other persons) 
any minister of religion lb•uscd under the sa1ue 
Act Lo solemnize marriages; 

And whereas neither in A.ct V. of 1865 n•lr ir. 
the India':! Christian Marringe Act, 1872, wa~ XV of 18i2. 
there or 1s there any provision tither sa\·iutt 
licenses granted under Act XXV. of 1864 or per~ 
mitting a marriage to Le solemnized by a minister 
of religion who had obtained u license to solemnize 
marriages under Act XXV. of 1864 only; 

And whereas certain marriaO'es have been so­
lemnized both while Act V of

0

1S65 was in force 
and since the passing of the Indian Chriatian 



:Marriage Act, 1872, by ministe~ of religion. who 
had · obtained licenses to solemnize mamages 
under Act XXV of 1864, but had never obtained 
licenses to solemnize marriages under Act V of 
1865 or the Indian Christ.ian Marriage Act, 1872, 
as the case may be, and doubts have therefore 
arisen ns to the validity of such marriages; 

And whereas it is expedient to remove sucli 
doubts and to declare the continued valiJity of 
licenses to solemnize marriages granted to minis­
ters of religion under Act XXV of 186.4 ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

6 

I. · A license to solemnize marriages grantetl 
to a minister of religion 
under Act XXV of 1864 
shall be deemed, if in 
force on the date on 
which Act V of 1865 

Vnlidation of licenses to 
solemnize marriages grant· 
cd t<> miniatora of religion 
under .Act XXV of 1864. 

came into force, to have been, while that Act was 
in force, a license granted under tnat Act, and, if 
in force on the date on which the Indian Christian XV of 1872 
Marriage Act, 1872, came into force, to have 
been since that Act came into force, and to be, a 
license granted under that Act. 

STATEMENT OF OBJEC'!-'S AND REASONS. 

By section 4- of Act XXV of 1864 (to provide furtlte7' fm• the solemnizcttion of .Ma!l'7'ictges ·i-n Indict 
·of persons p1·ojessvng tlW' Clwistian . R.eligion) _it was enacted that, from and after th~ first day .of July 

· 1864 the G-overnor General of Iudm m Couucd, the Governors of Madras and Bombay lD CounCil, and 
the Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces and the Panjllb should have authority 
to arant licenses to ministers of religion to solemnize marriages within the territories subject to such 
Gov~rnor General, Governors and Lieuteuani-Governors respectively, In exercise of the authority con­
ferred by this section, the Governments therein named !icensed certain ministers of religion, to solemnize 
marriages within the territories subject to them respectively. .Act XXV of 1864 was repealed by Act V 
of 1865 (to p1·ovide for tbe solemnization of Ma?"'·iages in Inclic~ of pe1·sons p1·ojessing the Oh7·istia?~ 
Religion). The ninth section of the Act declare.d that, fr?m and after the commencement of that Act, 
all mnniages which should be solemnized in Indm otherw1se tban in accordance with the provisions of 
the fifth and sixth sections of the Act shoud be null and void; and the sixth section of the Act, which 
specified the persons by whom marriges might be solemnized in India, only permitted a minister of re­
ligion wl10, under the provisions of that Act, bad obtained a license to solemnize marria.,.es. Act V of 
1865 was in turn repealed by the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872. The fourth se~ion of this Act' 
declares that every marriage between persons, one or both of whom is a Christian or Christians shall be 
solemnized in accordance with the provisions of the next followiug section; and that any such ~larriaae 
solemnized otherwise than in accordance with such provisions shall be void; and the following secti~n 
o~ t~e Act, wh_ic~ sp~cifies the persons by whom mar~inges m~y be sol;mnized in India, onl,v permits a 
mimster of rehg1?n hcen.~ed under.the Ac~ t? solemn~ze marnages. ~here was no provision in Act V of 
1865, and there IS none1~ tl~e Inr~u~;n Clmstia1~ ~1arr~age Act, 1872, either saving licenses. granted und~r 
.Act XXV of 1864or perm1ttmg mm1sters ofrehgwn hcensed uncle~· that Act only to solemnize marriages . 

. 2. Itr h~s been brought to the notice of :he Govemment.that marriages have been solemnized in 
lndm,. both smce the con~~encement ~f. Act 'V of 1865 an.d smce the passing of the, Indian Christian 
Marrmge Act, 1872, by mimsters of rehg10n who were not licensed under either of these Acts but under 
the .Act of 1864·. As it seem~ to the Government ~hat the effect of section 9 of the Act of 1865 and of 
sectiOn 4 of ~he, present Act 1s to !Dake such mnmages of doubtful validity, and as it is desirable to . 
J'en1ove such doubts, . the ,present B1ll has been prepared. It simply declares that a license to so!em · 
marriages granted to a nunister of religion under Act XXV. of 1::>64 shall be deemed if in force 0 nl~e 
date on which Act V of 1865 came into force, to have been, while tlmt Act was i~ force a r 11 

e 
grante~ under that Act, a~d, if in force on the da~e on which Act XV of 1872 came into for~e 'to 

1h~~s: 
been smce that Act came mto force, and to be, a hcense granted under that Act. ' . 

1'/te 6th June 1881,. (Signed) C. P. lLBERT. 

D. FITZPATRICK 
Secretary to the 'G.ovel'nmcnt,of India .. 
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[ Pnbl·islwd with Uw "Bombcty Goocrn'mc,tl Utt7.etlc" on Uw .Ji·cl Jnly1884 .. ] 

PAl~T VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'l'he following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Itegulations on tho 
18th June 188·L :-

Bill No. 5 of 1884. 

A Bill jo1· the validation of cerlc~in licenses to 
solemnize Ilfm·riages rrrwdcd to Ilf.iniste1·s of 
Religion unclm· Act X XV of 186/y. 

WHEREAS by section 4 of Act XXV of 186•1 
(to 2n·ovicl~ ftM·llter fm· the solemnization of il.fa?'­
?·iages i1t lnclictof pe1'sons p?·ofessing the Ch?·ist-ian 
Religion) it was enacted that, from and after the 
first day of J nly, 18G.J., certain Governments 
therein named siJOuld have authority to grant 
licenses to ministers of religion to solemnize mar-
Jiages within the territories subject to such Gov­
ernments respectively; 

And whereas, in exercise of tbe authority so 
conferred, the Governments therein na!lled grant­
ed licenses to certain ministers of religion to 
solemnize marriages ; 

And whereas Act XXV of 1864 was repealed 
by Act V of 1865 (to 111'ovide [o1· the solemniza­
tion of .!Jfan·iagcs in India of personS1Jrofcssing 
the 0/wisl-ian Religion); 

And whereas by section 9 of the latter Act it 
was enacted that, from and after the commence­
ment of that Act, all marriages which should be 
solemniz.ed in India otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of the fifth and sixth section~ 
of that .A.~t should be null and void ; 

And whereas by section 6 Qf the same Act it 
was enacted t.hat marriages might be solemnized 
in India by (among other persons) any minister of 
religion who, under the llrovisions of that Act, 
had obtained a license to solemnize marriages ; 

And whereas Act V of 1865 was repealed by 
· ol1S72. the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872 ; 

And whereas by section 4 of the latter Act it 
is enacted that every marriage between persons, 
one or both of whom is a Christian or Christians, 

shall be solemnized in accordance with the pro­
visions of the nex t following section; anc~ that any 
such marriage solemni<.ed otherwise than"in accord­
ance with such provisions shall be null and void; 

And whereas by the next following section of 
the same Act it is enacted that marriages may 
be solemnized in India by (among other person:;) 
any minister of religion licensed under tho same 
.Act to solemnize maniagcs; 

And whereas neither in Act V. of 1865 nor in 
the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, wa:; XV of 1872. 
there or is there any provision either saving 
licenses granted under Act XXV. of 186·~ or per-
mitting a marriage to be solemnized by a minister 
of religion who had obtained a license to solemnize 
marriages under Act XXV. of 1864 only; 

And whereas certain marriages have been so­
lemnized both while Act V of 1865 was in force 
aml since tho passing of the Imlian Christian 
:Marriage Act., 1872, by ministers of religion who XV of.l872. 
had obtained licenses to solemnize marria1res 
under Act XXV of 186•1, but had never obtail~ed 
licenses to solemni?.e marriages under Act V of 
1865 or the Indian CIHigtian Marriage Act, 1872, XY .of 1872, 
as tho case may be, and doubts have therefore 
arisen as to the validity of such marriages; 

And whereas it is expedient to remove such · 
doubts and to declare the continued valiJity of 
licenses to solemnize marriages granted to minis­
ters of religion under Act XXV of 1864; 

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. A license to solemni?.e marriages granted 
to a minister of relirrion 

Valit!atiou of .licenses to under Act XXV of t86<1 
solemmzo mamagc• grant- ·I II b d d 'f' . 
cd to ministers of religion s la ... e emne , 1 Jn 
under Act XXV of ISu'l. force on the date on 

which Act V of 1865 
came into force, to have been, while that Act was 
in force, a license granted under that Act, and, if · 
in force on the date on which the Indian Christian XV of 1872. 
M.uriage Act, 1872, came into force, to have 
been since that Act came into force, and to be, a 
license granted under that Act. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

By section 4 of Act XXV of 1864 (to provide furllte?' jO?· tlte solemnization of Ma?·~iages in India 
oj'j_Jersonsp?·ofessi!nglhe Ch1islian Reli.gion) .it was enacted that, from and after the first day of July 
1864, the Governor General of India in Council, t·he Governor~ of Madras ~~;nd ~om bay in Council, and 
the Lieute·nant-Governors of Bengal, the North-Westem Provmces and the Pan Jab should have authority 
to grant licenses to ministers of :eligion to solemnize marri~ges within tho ~erritories su~ject to such 
Governor General, Governors and Lieutenant-Governors respecllvely. In cxcrc1se of the authority con-
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ferred by this section ~he Governments therein. named licensed certain ministers of religion to solemnize 
marria.,nes within the'territories subject to them respectively. .Act XKV of 1864 wns r~pealed by ..;'-c~ V 
of 1865 (to p1·ovidc for the aolcmnizallion of !tfcwr·iages in India ofpe7·sons p7·ofeasmg the Clmstta1~ 
Reliyion). The ninth section of tl1is Act declared that, from and after the comme~cement of ~h.at Act,. 
aU marriages wl1ich should be solemnized in ,India otherwise. than in accor~ance wt~h the provJstons . of 
the fifth and sixth sections of the .Act shoua be null and vote!; and the s!lcth sectiOn of the Act, whtch 
specified the persons by whom marriges might be sole~uuized _in Indi1t, only p~rmitted :- minister of re-. 
ligion who, under the provisions of that Act, had obtamed ·a hceuse to solemmze ma.rnnges. Act V ot 
1865 was in turn repealed by the Indi:m Christian Marriage Act, J 872. The fourth section of this Act 
declares that every marriage between persons, one or both of whom is a Christian or Christians, shall be 
solemnh:ed in accordance with the provisions of the next following section; aud tht~t any such marriage 
solemnized otherwise thn.n in accordance with such }Jrovisions shall be void; and the fo1lowing section 
of the Act, which specifies the persons by whom marriages may be solemnized in India, onl.v IJermits a 
minister of religion licensed under the Act to solemnize marriages. There was 110 provision in Act V of 
1865, and there is none in the Int:lian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, either saving licenses granted under 
Act XXV of 1864 or permitting ministers of religion licensed nuder that Act only to solemnize marriages. 

2. It has been brought to th~ -notice of the Government that marriages ltave been solemn ized in 
India, both since the commencement of Act V of 1865 and since the passing of the Indian Christian 
Marriage Act, 1872, by ministers of religion who were not licensed under either of these Acts but under 
the Act of 1864. .As it seems to the Government that the effect of sect.ion 9 of the Act of 1865 and of 
section 4 of the present Act is to make such marriages of doubtful validity, and ns it is desirable to 
remove such doubts, the present Bill has been prepared. It simply declares that a license to solemnize 
marriages granted to a minister of religion under Act XXV. of 1::!64 shall be deemed, if in force on the 
date on which Act V of 1865 came into force, to have been, while that Act was in force, a license 
granted under that Act, and, if in force on the date on which Act XV of 1872 came into force to have 
been since that Act came into force, and to be, a. license gmnted under that Act. ' 

Tile 6th June 188'4. (Signed)' C.' P. ILnmn. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
Sccret<~ry to the Government of Indin. 


