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PART VI. 

B lL L S 0 F THE C D.V E R M MEN T 0 F IN 0 I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced ·into the 
Council of the Govemor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
7t.h March 1884, and was referred to a Select 
Committee:-

Bill No. 3 of 1884. 

A B~ll to amond the Negotiable Instruments 
.Act, 1881. 

WHEREAS it is expedient. to amend the Nego
tiable Instruments Act, 1881, iti manner -herein
after appearing; It is hereby enacted as follows-:--

1. This Act may be 
Short Title. called the Negotiable In

struments Act, 1884. 
2. In-the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, 

Act XXVI of 1881, ace- section I 08, the second 
tion 108, in part repealed. sentence is repealed. 

Amendment of Soc\ion 3. In the same Act, 
JOO of ~<>me ..I. ct. section 1 09, 

( ct) for the words " in the presence o! a notary 
public subscribe the bill with his own 
hand and" the following shall be substi
tuted, namely :-"by writing on the bill 
under his band," and 

(b) the last twelve word~ are repeal~d. 

4!. In the same Act, section 113, after the 
Amendment of section words " the person eo 

113 of a<>me Act. paying," the words' "or 
his agent in that behalf •· shall be inserted. 

5. After Chapter XVI. of tho same Acl, 
Now cb~pter addad to the following &hall be 

lAm• Act. inserted :-

" CHAPTER XVII. 

"NOTARIES PUBLIC . 

"138. The Governor General in Council m11y 
Power to appoint no· fro~ ti~o .to time, bj 

tBrios public. nottficatton m the official 
Gazette, appoint any 

person, by name or by virtue of his office to be 
a notury public under t!Jis Act and to ~xercise 
his funct.ions as sucb within any local area and 
may,, by like notification, remove any pers~n so 
appomted. 

"139. The Governor General. in Council may, 
Power to mnko rules for fro~ ll!'De ~0 time, l:y 

notaries puulie. not1ficallon 111 the ollicial 
. . . Gazette, mnke rules con-

sistent 'Y•th tlu~ Act f~r the guida.nce aud control 
of notanes pubhc appomted under this· Act., and 
may, by such rules (among other matters) fix 
thll fe~s payable to ~uch notaries." · ' 

l'f.-2 
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STATEMENT 0F OBJECTS AND RE.!..SONS. 

SECTIONS 108nnd 109 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 18.81, ma~e it essen.ti.al t? the validity of 
an acceptance for honour that the pel'l>OD accepting shall go through certam formah~1es In the presence 
of a notary. 

It nppears thnt the English Bills of Exchnnge Bill which became law in 1882 originally contained 
similar provisions, but they were cut out in Committee. 

• Two of the leuding banks in India brought to the notice of the Govemment some time ago that the 
ifitposition of such a condition led to serious inronvenieuce in thtl case of certain classes of bills, inasmuch 
as persons who were willing to become responsible for them as acceptors refused to go before u notary. 

2. Section 113 of the Negotiable Instruments Act makes 11. notarial act essential to a payment for 
honour, as section 68 of the English Bill~ of Exchange A.ct does, but w~h this . difference that while the 
English Act allows of the requisite declaration before the notary being made either by tl!e payer for 
honour or his agent in that bo•half, the lndinn Act mny Le construed ns allowing it to be made only by 
the payer himself. This also is likely to give rise to difficulty. · 

3. A number of banks nnd other commercial authorities throuohout British India, havin~ been 
consulted on these points, are nlmost unanimous in thinking that an :mendment of the Act is required, 
and accordingly the present Bill bas been prepared with a view to bringin"' the law of India in the 
particulars referred to as nearly as may be into conformity with the law of England. 

4. The opportunity has been taken to supply certain defects in the Nerrotiab:e Instruments Ac~ 
regarding the appointment and control of notaries public, and to make it cle~r that a person may be 
appointed a notary by name or by .virtue of an office held by him; tlm•, he may be appointed for a limited 
area and may be removed from Ins office; and Jurther that rules may be made for the <n~idance and 
c_ontr?l of notaries appoint~.rl under the Act aud m!l'y, among other matters, fix the fees payable to such 
notanes. 

The S9tk February, 1884. 
(Signed) c. P. ILDERT. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
l!~erelary to the Government of India. 
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[,Published with the "Bombay Govel'nment Gazette" on the !JOth March 1884.] 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
7th March 1884, and was referred to a Select 
Committee:-

Bill No. 3 of 1884. 
il. Bill to amend the N cgotiable Instntmenls 

.tl.ct, 1881. 
WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Nego

:XXVIof 1881 tiable Instruments Act, 1881, in manner herein
after appearing; It is hl:!reby enacted as follows-

1. This Act may be 
Short Titlo. called the Negotiable Iu

struments Act, 1884·. 
XXVIoflSSl 2. Iti the Ne()'otiable In struments Act, 1881, 

Act XXVI of 1sst sec- section 108, the second 
tioulOS, in pnrt repealed. sentence is repealed. 

Amendment of Section 3. In the same Act, 
109 of same Ar.t. section 109, 

(cb) for the words "in the presence of a notary 
public subscribe the bill with his own 
hand and" the following shall be substi
tuted, namely :-"by writing on the bill 
under his hand," and 

(b) the last twelve words are repealed. 

4. In the same Act, section 113, after the 
Amendment of section words " the person so 

113 of oamc Act. paying," the words "or 
his agent in that behalf" shall be inserted. 

5. After Chapter XVI. of the same Act, 
New eb:lptor added to the following shall be 

oamo Act. inserted :-

"CHAPTER XVII . 

" NOTARIES PUBLIC. 

"138. The Governor General in Council m1ty, 
. from time to time by 

Po\Ver to "ppomt uo- · fi · · h ' · 
tMies public. nott . catiOn 111 t e officml 

Gazette, appoint · nay 
person, by name or bY. virtue of his office, to be 
a notary public uneer this Act and to exercise 
his functions as such within any local area, and 
may, by like notification, remove any person so 
appointed. 

"139. Tho Governor General in Council may, 

Power to mnke rules for fro~?. ti~e ~0 time,, ~y 
uotnrics public. uottficatton Ill the olhcml 

Gazette, make rules con
sistent with this Act for the guidance and control 
of notaries public appointed under this ,Act, and 
may, by such rules (among other matters), fix 
the fees payable to 6uch notaries." 

STATEMENT QF OBJECTS . .AND REASONS. 

SECTIONS 108 and 109 of the Negotiable Instruments .Act, 1881, make it essential to the validity of 
an acceptance for honour that the per~on accepting shall go through certain formalities in the presence 
of a notary. 

It appears that the English Bills of Exchange Bill which became law in 1882 originally contained 
similar provisions, but they were cut out in Committee. · 

Two of the leading banks in India brought to the notice of the Government some time ngo that the 
imposition of such a condition led to serious inronvenience in the case of certain classes of bills, inasmuch 
as persons who were willing to become responsible for them as acceptors refused to go before a notary. 

2. Section 113 of the Negotiable Instruments Act makes a notarial act essential to ~\ payment for 
honour, as section 68 o( the English Bills of Exchange .Act does, but with this ditl'erence that while the 
English .Act allows of the requisite declaration before the notary being made either by the payer for 
honour or .his aaent in that behalf, the Indian Act may be construed as allowiu t to be made only by 
the payer hims~lf. This also is likely to give ri se to difficulty . 

. · 3. A number of banks and other commercial authorities throughout British India, having been 
consulted on these points, are almost unanimous in thinking that an amendment -of the Act is rcquirell 
and accordingly the present Bill bas beeu_ prepared '''!th a. view to bringing the lalv of India in th~ 
particulars referred to as nearly as may be mto conform1ty w1th the law of England. 

4. The opportunity has been taken to supply certain defects in the Negotiab:o Instrument.~ Ac\ 
'recranlin"' the appointment and control of notnrie~ public, and to make it cle:1r that a person may be 
appointed a notary by name or by .virtue: ~fan office held by him; that he may be aJ?pointed f~r a limited 
area and may be removed from hts office; aud further that rules may be made for the gmdance and 
control of not~ries appointed under the Act aud lllay, among other matters, fix the fees payable to snell 
notaries. 

TJ.e £9th Febma?'!J, lil8-'f. 

VI.-2- l 

(Signed) 

D. FITZP .A TRICK, 

i!~crcta'ry to ths Gouernmsnl of India.. 
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PART VI; 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of mak~ng Laws and Regulations on the 
7th March 1884, and was referred to a Select 
Committee:-

Bill No. 3 of 1884. 
A. Bill to amend the Negotiable In3truments 

A ct, 1881. 
WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Nego

XltVIof 1881 tiable Instruments Act, 1881, in manner herein
after appearing; It is hereby enacted as follows

!. This Act may be 
Short Title. called the Negotiable Iu

strumeuts Act, 1884. 
XXVIofl881 2. In the Negot.iable Instruments Act, 1881, 

Act XXVI of 1881, sec· section I 08, the second 
tion 108, in pnrt repealed. sentonce is repealed. 

Amendment or Section 3. In the same Act, 
109 of same Act. section 109, 

(a) for the words "in the presence of a notary 
p\lblic subscribe the bill with .his own 
hand and" the following sh:~ll be su bsti
tuted, namely:-" by writing on the bill 
under his hand," and 

(b) tl1e la'st twelve words are repealed. 

4. In the same Act, section 113, after the 
Amendment of section words " the person so 

113 of BD.mo Act. paying," the words " or 
his agent in that behalf" shall be inserted. 

5. .Aiter Chapter XVL of the same Act, 
Now chapter lldded to the following shall be 

so.me Act. inserted :-

" CHAPTER XVII. 

"NOTARIES PUBLIC. 

"138. The Governor General in Council may, 

P. t . t from time to time, by 
ower o ,.ppom no· t ' fi . . h ffi 'a} t..rics public. no I . cation Ill t e o C! 

' · Gazette, appoint any 
pet:son, by name or by virtue of his office, to be 
a notary public u~der this Act and to exercise 
bis functions as snch within any local area, and 
may, by like notification, remove anv person so 
appointed. • 

"139. The Governor General in Council may, 
Power to make rules for fro~ ti~e ~0 time, ~Y 

not~>rics public. ~otification m the offimal 
Uazette, make rules con

sistent with this Act for the guidance and control 
of notaries public appointed under this Act, and 
may, by such rules (among other matters), fix 
the fees payable to such notaries." 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REA.SONS. 

SECTIONS 108 and 109 of the ~ egotiable Instruments Act, 1881, make it essential to the validity of 
an acceptance for honour that the per~on accepting shall go through certain formalities in the presence 
of a notary. 

It appears that the English .Bills of Exchange Bill which became law in 1882 originally contained 
similar provisions, but they were cut out in Committee. . 

Two of the leading banks in India brought to the notice of the Government some time ago that the 
imposition of such a condition led to serious inronvenience in the case of certain classes of bills, inasmuch 
as persons who were willing to become responsible for them as acceptors refused to go before a notary. 

2. Section 113 of the Negotiable Instruments Act makes a notarial act essential to a payment for 
honour, as section 68 ot' the English Bill~ of Exchange Act does, but with this difference that while the 
English Act allows of the requisite declaration before the notary being made either by tbe payer for 
honour or his agent in that behalf, the Indian Act may be construed as allowing it to be made only by 
the payer himself. '!'his also is likely to give rise to difficulty. 

3. A number of banks and other commercial authorities throughout British India, having been 
consulted on these points, are almost unanimous in thinking that an amendment of the Act is required, 
and accordingly the present Bill bas been. prepared w~th 11: view to bringing the law of India in tho 
particulars referred to as nearly as may be mto conformtty w1th the law of England. 

4. The opportunity has been taken to supJ?lY cert~in defects in th~ Negotiab~e Instruments Act 
regarding the appointment and c~ntrol of notar1es pubhc, u!ld to make 1t clear that. a person ~ay. be 
appointed a notary by name or by virtue of an office held by h1m; that be may be appomted for a hm1ted 

1 
area a.nd may be removed from his office ; and further that rules may be made for the guidance and 
control of notaries appointed under the Act and may, among other matters, fix the fees payable to such 
notariea. · 

, The !9th F•bJ-ua,.y, 1884. 

vx.-l-2 

(Signed) c. P. ILBERT. 

D. 'FITZPATRICK, 

ilecrctary to '"o Go~rnmefl' of India. 
'BU>UIAY : rliJliTIIU A 'I: THll GO\"JIIIlUliU\T CUT.KAL l'WII!II, 


