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THE 

WEDNESDAY, 26TH AUGUST 1885. 

l!ii!J"Separate paging i.s given to this Pa?·t, in o1'Cle1' thctt it ?Jtcty be file<l as a sepamte compilcuion . 

PART V. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTJ BOMBAY. 

The following Report of the Select Committee of the Council of Hi · 
Excellency the Governor of Bombay on the Bill to amend the Bombay Hered
itary Offices .Act so far as it relate to JVJata'da'rs, and the Bill as amended by the 
Select Committee, are, in accordance with Hole 25 of the Rules for the Conduct 
of Business at Meetings of the Council, published for general information :-

Report of the Sehxt' Commi(tee ctppointecl to conside1· Bill No. 3 if 1884- (a Bill to amend 
the Bombay He1·ed1'ta1'Y Qffices Act so ja1· as it relates to Mctt(tdd,?·s). 

We, the Select Committee appointed to consider Bill No. 3 of 1884 (a Bill to amend 
the Bombay Hereditary Offices Act so far ·as it relates to Mat{\dars) have the honour to 
report as follows. 

·· · We are informed that it" would be contrary to usage and opposed to the sentiment of 
the Patel families in Gujanit, that the name "matadar " should be extended, all it is in the 
Bill, to all members of these families, and that "matadar" denotes only the head or one of 
the heads of the family, or what is called in _ the Bill a " registered matadar." We have 
therefore defined " matadar famil v " and restricted the term " matadar " to the persons 
registered as such by the Collector under Section 7. We have made enquiry ·and are 
assured that lists ofthe persons ~rititled to be so registered have been v_ery carefully 
maintained since 1866. We have also inserted a provision for the exclusion of females on 
marriage out of the family corresponding to that in Bill No. 2_ of 1885. . 

In Section 8 we have with the ·concw-rence of two of the members of the .Committee 
which drafted the Bill, whom we had the advantage of consulting, struck out the part 
of clauses 3 and 4 which provides for the appointment of a representative matadar by 

, the vote of a majority when there are two or 1Iiore matadars in a family, and thus left the 
determination of the representative mahtdar to the Collector, who will enter the name 
of the head of the family as its representative, on the principle followed in the Bombay 
Hereditary Offices Act. It appears to us that the determination of the representative 
being permanent for all future time, injustice tllight be done if the appointment were 
made by a majority of matad~rs· able to be present on one particular occasion and that an 
opening would be afforded ther-eby for unfair dealings. 

v;~a · 
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"\'Ve have removed from. Section 10 after consultino· th~ Commissioner, N.D., the 
words "to reside in the villao-e of ·which i1e is a maM:d£r/' regarding this obligation as 

"' somewhat unreasonable · 
In Section 14, afte~· carefully considering what has been said by _the officers who ha.ve 

remarked on the .provision for ei'e"cting an officiatm·, and after consultmg the mel?bers of 
the Committee to whom reference was made abo~e, we have com~ to the condus10': t~at, 
although the subject is not free frol? doubt a?-d _chfficulty, the sectiOn f!lay stand as 1t ~~-

In Section 29 clause 3 we thmk that. It 1s unnecessary to depr1vo a representative 
matada.r of his right to vot~ at the election of an officiatoi· because a deputy appointed 
by him has been removed from office under clause 2. We have altered clause 3 accm'd-· 

ingly. · .l · 1 I b: t £' (! .1.· 't 1 For the first clause of Section 31, whiCh. dea s \~It 1 t 1e su ~ec ~ 10l·Le~ ure, _we r1av~ 
substituted a clause similar to the section wluch we mserted as Se~twn 9 m Btll No. "" 
of 1885. 

(Signed) 
( , · ) 

J. B. PElLE. 

M. MELVJLL. 

Subject to modifications suggested in the appended dissent, we sign this report. 

(Signed) · M. G. ·RANADE. 

( , ) J ASVATSING. 

The Honourable Mr. Naylor concurred in this report; but ' left India before it was 
ready for signature. 

21st August 1885. 

1Jisse11t from, the Repf>l't of the Select Committee. 

We generally agree with the draft report adopted by the majority of the Committee. 
However, for the reasons which have led us to ·record a pissent in the case of Bill No. 2 
of 1885, we have been unable to aaree with some of the views of the majority of the 
Select Committee as embodied in the ~eport. The chief points of disagreem:~::nt are:-

1. Section 2, clause 3._:_The definition of the words" members of a matU.dar family" 
exclud'es female heirs in accordance with: the· provisions of Section 5 (a) of Bill No.2 of1885. 
As the rights of female heirs have never been questioned in Gujan'i.t, and there has been no 
representation from the matadch-s against the succession of female heirs t_o matU. property in 
preference t0 separated male heirs, we think that this proposed exclusion is an unneces
sary interference with the general law of inheritance. 'fhe fir,;t draft of the Bill, as 
appro:ved by the Committee of experts, did not sanction any ·such exclusion, and the 
officers co:nsulted have not recommended it. We therefore suggest that no such restric
tion should be placed on the rights of female heirs, merely with a view to secure uniform
ity of" practice all over the Presidency, when neither the interests of Government · nor 
popular sentiment requires it. 

Clauses 4 and 5 should be made to int.erehange places, as that win conduce to greater 
dearness. . 

In clause 6 the definition of "senior heir" is insufficient, and not clear enough. 
" Senior heir " should be defined as the heir nearest in relationship of the senior branch 
of the family of the deceased matadar, who is also senior in age. 

2. Section 3.-We think in paragraph 2 of this section, Section 68 of Act III. of 
1874 must be included in the repealed section, as Section 5 last para<rraph contains a 
substitutive provision. . . ~ 

. Sec~ions ~2 and 73 J1~ve J:>een ~peal~d . without providing any expres.<; substitutive 
sectrons m therr places; we thmk thrs ouusswn should be supplied. 

3. Section :5.-Tbis sec~ion is subs~ituted f~r Section 67 of Act III. of 1874, (ole! 
clause (c) oJ Sectwn 67 ,) provided for the mformat10n as to whether the service is perfo~med 
by one representative watandar or otherwise. . There is no similar provision in the new 
clause (d). This omission should be supplied. . 

4. Seo~ion 6.-There _is no objection to the proviso clause, as it is intended to pro
tect vested rrghts. We thmk, however, that as the determination by the Collector will 
affect the rights o~ mat~ars f?r al! tin~e, a way shoul.d be left open to correct any mis
takes . cause~ b.y msu!ficient _mqurry! _and the aggrreved parties should be permitt-ed tO< 
establish their nghts, 1f any, m the c~VJl courts, whose decision should be respected by 

. ..., 



PART VJ THE BO:M:BJ..Y GOVERN1\1ENT GAZETTI!l, AUGUST 26, 1885 . -'1 

. the Collector in the same way as is provided for by Section 9 a, in reference to orders 
passed under Section 7 (b) and Section 9. 

5. Sect-io11 10.-The removal of the condition· requirina compulsory residence. within 
village limits for all matad~rs meets with our approval. It would be well if the 
customary duties ;tnd services required froni matad:trs could be more particularly defined, 
for neglect in the performance of these duties renders them liable to the punishment'! 
contained in Section 29. 

6. 8ect·ion 14, pa1·agmph 2.-We think that the recognition of any differences ?f 
caste_s amo~1g the matadars as justifying the condition of a majority of two-thirds for a vahd 
electwn, Will defeat the main purpose of the section. We understand that there are very 

· few yillages, hardly 10 per cent. of the whole number, where the matadar fa~ilies b~l?ng 
to different castes in such a way as to bring them under the operation of this provision. 
The information before us does not show that, in maMchi.r families of different castes, the 
matadars will always v9te for members of their own castes, to the prejudice of the rights 
of the minority. Moreover, it will not be always easy to assign the sub-division of. castes 
and sects to which a matadar belongs. If 1!Uch a distinction be recognized by law, 1t may 
result in stamping the existing differences more permanently. The local officers consulted 
do not suggest the necessity of such a special condition. Lastly, this condition will neyer 
work in practice, and if it works at all, it will make election impossible. We thmk 
simplicity in such matters is every way desirable, and we would remove the cenditi?n of 
two-thirds majority in cases where mat<idars belong to different castes. 

By way of precaution agaiqst abuse, we think that the Collector should have the· 
j)o\;er, on complaint made to him, of setting aside any election vitiated by material irregu
Janties, and ordering a fresh electioi1. 

7. Section 18, pamgmph 2, Sectwn 19, clause (6).-A maMdt\r · may have very 
good reasons for declining to officiate in person, and we think his right to appoint a deputy 
should not. be subjected to the condition of its being permitted by the Collector. 

For the same reason, a represe.ntative matadar who declines, whilst officiating, to 
forsake another incompatible employment, or to reside in the village, should have the 
power to appoint a deputy, independently of the Collector's discretion . . 

8. Section 22.-The limit of ao-e should be raised from 18 to 21 years, which latter 
is the legal age of majority for ward";; undet· guardianship. 

9. Sect·ion £'8.-In our opinion, the disqualification of age in clause (b) should be 
raised from 18 to 21 years. · 

\V e do not think that there should be any compulsory educational test under clause 
(c). Even if the power were taken by law, Government will not for a long time to come· 
be able to exercise it, as the matadars are, · and will continue long to he, unlettered patels. 

In clause (d) the limit has been raised to 60. We think this limit is too low, and it 
is, moreove.r, inconsistent with the tenure for life provided for in Section 23, para-
graph 1. . · 

In clause (11) the word "total" should be prefixed to the words "deafness or blind
ness." 

In clause (f) the word " known " should be substituted for the word "general" bad 
chat;acter. · 

10. Sections 29 to 31.-In regard to the penal sections, our views are the same as 
those we have recorded in our dissent from the report on Bill No. 2 of 1885. . 

We recommend that translations of the Bill, as amended by the Select Committeey 
together with the report, should be published in Gujarathi, and the opinions of the lead
ing matadars, and of the public generally, should be invited before the Bill is t'aken up for 
the second reading. \Ve further recommend that, over and above the detailed informa
tion called for by us in our dissent frvm the Report on Bill . No.2 of 1885, it will be 
desirable to secure full statements (l) recrarding the number of villages where matad1tr 
families belong to different castes, (2) reg~rding the cases in which daughters and other 
female heirs have been registered as holClers of matas in the lists prepared in 1866, and 
the twen~y years which have since passed. 

(Signed) M. G. RANADE. 

Poo11a, 20th Aug·ust 1885. 
( , ) JASVATSING. • 
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Bill No.3 of1884. ( 3) "Membe1· of a matddc£1· fan~ily" does 
u ,_ if • not inQlttde a female, 

A Bill to a l t' B b 1:r d't ".oLemuer o a matu- t' 1 b d · menc 1te om ay "Zero t w·y aa,
1
• fa?n.ily." o1·. 1te 11.us an , o1· a 

O.ffices Act so fa1· as it 1·elate.~ to Jlf atddars. · chtld m· othe1· descend-
no. III. of WHEREAS some portions of the Bombay ant qf a female who· t~nder section SA of 

13i4. Hereditary Offices Act a.re found to be the Bombay He1·editary Offices Act is inca
unsuited to matad<irs, and it is therefore pable qf i?!he1·iting a mata o1· anJI shaTe of c~ 
expedient to amend the said Act and to mata, oT has been di?Jested of the inheritance 
enact special provisions for the regulation thereof; 
of the service of matadnrs : It is enacted ( 4) " representative matndar" means a 
as follows : " Repre s c n tat i ve matadar whose name 

1. This Act may matadar." is entered as a re-
Short title. be cited ·as "'l'he presentati:re n;ataM~· in the register kept 

MaMdars Act, 1884." under sectwn <> of this Act ; · 
It extends to the districts of Ahmedabad (5) "mataclar" means any mat:idar 

Extent. Kaira, Broach and · " t ' da., whose name is enter-
Surat; but the Gov- rna '' .r. eel in the said register 

ernor in Council may, from time to time, and incli.1des a representq,tive matadat~. ; 
by notification in the Hombay Government "(6) "senior heir" means heir who first 

.Gazltte, exte.nd its provisions to any village acquit_·ecl membershii) 
tl P h l\

r 1 " Senior heir., 
m 1e anc :~.a 1als district. or the right of inher-it-

It · shall come· into force at once : ance, whether by birth, marriage or other-
Provided that every wise ; : 

Commencement. 17) d · ] · 1 . · appointment to any , any wor or expressiOn w uc 1 1s 
patel's office to which this Act applies defined in the Bombay Bo. '1. o£ 

made ';lnder the provisions of the Bomba); in E:~es~i~~ta/e~~!~ Land Revenue Code, 
1879

· 
Bo. llf. of Hereditary Offices Act and still in force Revenue Code. 1879, and is not 

1874. . ' l 1 shall hold good: 1erein )efore defined 
(a) until the time when, if this .Act had shall have the meaning given to it by that 

not been passed, such appointment Code. 
would become vacant or until the 3. In applying the Bombay Hereditary !Jo. ru. or 
expiry of two ~'ears from the comino- ~r d'fi t' f B Offices Act to mata.-

18
'
4

· 

f 
. . J b "' o 1 ca 1ons o · om- d-< 

o this Act mto force, whichever first bay Act III. of 1874. wrs, a mata shall be 
occurs, or . deemed to be a watan 

(b) in the case of an appointment which and the said Act shall be read subject to 
has be~n made to have effect pending the followi_ng modifications (namely): 
further orders, until such time not (1) sectwns 2<~ to 31, both inclusive 

·exce~ding two yea1;s from the coming 36 to 62, both inclusive, 67, 69 71 and 73' 
of this Act into force as the Collector (lfld in sect·ion 4 the definition if watandd;. . 
directs ; s_hall b~ deem~d to be repealed ; 

and a fresh appointment under this Act in , (2) m ~ect~ons 33 and 34, the words 
lieu of any such ' appointment as afo,resaid ' the commg mto force of this Act " shall 
shall only be made to have effect from the be taken to mean, in respect of matadars 
time when the latter appointment ceases the coming into force of this present Act' 
to hold good. and the word "mabtdar" shall be substi: 

2 II th. A t 1 th b tuted for the word. s " re~ristered rept·eseil-
• 1 IS c , un ess ere e some- · ~ 

thing repugnant in tattve watandar'' and "watandar," wher-
the subject or con- ever they respectively occur~ 
text : 4. Subject to the p1·ovisions of tite last 

(1) "matadarfantily" means a family to Tltis Act and Bom- p1·eceding sentence 

Interpretation. 

b. h tl ffi bay Act III. of 1874 to this Act shall be read 
"MaMdllr 'amih . •· ": lC le O ce of be rend as one. . 
• • ,. 11 Ytllage pate! or some b H d' as one With the Bom-· Bo. U!. of 

share m th_e discharge of the duties or in ay ere Itary Offices Act. 1874. 

the ex?r?1se of the powers ordinarily Of tltc Regiater. 

diaf.ta!Pe!1ta~mng to_ that o~ce belongs here- 5. In the reg1·ster of Ia d d ll ny; ·. . ~san aow.Bo.Actlll. f 

(2) "mata" means ~he aggregate of the Mntadars' service auces m consideration 
1874

• s. G~ 
"Mata." nghts, privileges and re~tcr what to con- of which liability to 

• ~ responsibilities vest- tatn. . pe:form service still 
J.ng m a. ma~dar f:amily as such; tion 65 of th B b extsts, kept under sec-

e om ay Hereditary Offices Bo. III: f 
1874. • e · 
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Act the Collector. shall specify for e"¢'ery 
villaO'e in which there are matu.dars: 

(a) thenumber;ofdistinct ma'ta.dckfamilies 
in the village separately recognized in 
the Collector's records ; 

(b) the name of the representative mata
dars of each raatclcl<i1· family to which 
a right to hold the office of pate! 
attaches; · 

(c) the name of every other pe;·son 
directed by the Collector to be en
tered in the register under section 7 
or 9; 

(d) where there are more representative 
mu.t:idars than one, the order of rota
tion in which, failing the appointment 
of an officiator by election, the right 
to the patel's office is to vest in the 
said representative maM.cMrs; 

(e) the number of persons required to 
offiCiate as patels conten1poraneously ; 

(f) a description of the service lands 
• held by the matad:!.r jmnily, show

ing the area, survey numbers and the 
assessment thereof, together with the 
quit-rent, if any, payable and the 
11et u.mount . of revenue alienated by 
Government ; 

(g) the amount and nature of the cash 
or other allowances, if any, held by 
the mat{tdar famj.ly ; 

(h) the watan property or profits as
signed under section 23 of the Bom
bay Hereditu.ry· Offices Act for the 
emoluments of officiators : 

(i) such other parti?ulars as Government 
.from t ime t o time direct. 

appm·la,ins exclusively ' to one matadar 
fa1nily, and every such declaration shall be 
conclusive evidenqe of the exclusive right 
thereby affirmed. 

7. In the register prepared under sec
tion 5 the Collector 

of shall enter the name Determination 
mn. iidars. 

of ev·ery pe1·son con
tained in any list of mat:tdars made under 
the orders of Government subsequent to 
the year 1866: Provided that-

( a) if, for any village, nq such list exists, or 
if, in respect of any matd.da;·farn-ily, no 
person's name has been entered in any 
such list, .or if, at the time when this 
Act comes into force, there is any 
dispute pending as to the complete
ness or correctness of any such entry, 
the Collector shall hold a summary 
inquiry and shall enter in the register 
the name of each person who shall 
appear to him to have been recognized · 
in the records previous to the year 
1867 as. a matn.clar of any matciclct?' 

. family for which such list or entry is 
wanting or to which such dispute 
relates; 

(b) if any person whose name should be 
entered in the register in accordance 
with any of the foregoing provisions 
is dead, the name of the he'i?· ne:•;t in 
snccession, o1· if there are two or more 
heirs of equal degree, the name of the 
senim· hm:,. shall be entered in the re
e;ister instead of his. 

?o.ActiT~. The said register shall be amended from 
0 

ISH,"· u · time to tim~ whenever any change is made 
in any of the particulars therei1i specified 
in accordance with the provisions of this 

Bo. m. of Act or of the Bombay Hereditary Offices 
i_SH. Act. 

8. {l) The name of one mat:ic!H.r shall 
Dctermiun.tion of t·c- be entered in the 

prcsentati vc mn.t{•M•rs. said register as 
the representa

tive mat:id;ir of each matc/,clcir .faubily 
to which a right to hold the office of 
patelltttache:. 

... 

6. In every village in which th ere ar'e 

Right to patel's office 
t,o attach ordinn,rily to 
every mnta ; but 

two or more distinct 
matcidar families 
separately recognized 
in the Collector's re-

cords, a .rig~t to hold the office of pate! 
shall ordmanly be deemed to azJpe1'tcrin to 
each rnatdd(Zr fu r11il11 : 

Provided that it shall be competer,t to 
exclusive rinobt mny t.heGovernorin Conn

be declared by "ooyeru- cil to declare, if, up. m~n; to nttnch to one on com;ideration of 
mat.•. tl t I · t f' . 1e pas us ory o 
the tenm~ of the office in any village and 
of the Clrcuinstances, so far as known, 
under· which the village was founded, it 
shall ttppear to him equitable so to do, that 
the right to the patel's office in such village 

v.-14 

(2) For every such matcf.dcf.·r fumily of 
which there is only one matad;l,r, the 
said maMchl.r shall be the representa
tive matadar. 

(3) If there are two :>r more mtttitd{trs 
of auy such ·,natcid(i;,·farnily, the Col
lector shall, a:; soon us may be after 
the pa:siug of this Act, enter in the 
said registe!· as representative Inat:ich'r 
of the matdclctr.famil!l ~;uch oue uftho 
said mat;l,d,l,rs as shall appear to him 
to be the hecul of' the matdcl<~?· fctmily. 
9. On the death of a representative Bo.ActJU. 

or other matildir, the of 1874• •· 311' 
Name pf heir to be fact shall be reported 

registered wbeo a.ma- b tl 'll ffi 
Mdar dies. . Y 1e.v1 age o cers 

to the Collector and 
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the name of the hei1· nP.xt in succession, 01·, 
if ' the1·e a1·e two 01· m01·e hei1·s if eq1~al cle
g?·ee, the name if the senio1· heir shall be 
registered in his stead. . 

9 A. If at any time any J~C1'Son shall .1111 
productwn of a cert'i:ft-

A~ncndmcnls of tl~c cate of hei1·ship 01' of c~ 
Rc!Jlster. dec1·ee or m·d!l1' of c~ 
comzu!lent cow·t, satisfiJ the Ool~ector that he 
is entitled to have his nwne ?'egu;tM·ed 1111d er 
section -7 (b) o1· section 9 in p1·ife1'ence to the 
pm·son whose name the Oollecto1· has onlen~cl 
to be 1·egiste1'ed, the Collecto1· shall cause the 
ent1'y in t!te Register to be amend eel acco1'd
ingly. 

Of Se1·vice. 

is c~ member of a mcttddcir family of the 
village to fill the vacancy. 

If a majority of the matadars, consisting, 
F .1. th 1 t' when the matadti.rs at mg e e ec ·•on I _ 

of _one ot.liciator by the b~ ong to two or more 
mabidars, right of office different castes, of not 
tQ vest in representative less than two-thirds 
mat:ld(,r. . of the whole number, 
fail, within such reasonable period as shall 
be prescribed by the Collector in this 
behalf, to nominate some such pe1"Son as 
aforesaid for the vacancy, or if the person 
nominated is disqualified for office, the 
right of office shall vest in the representat~ve 
mati'Ldar, or in one of the representative 
mati'tdars if there are mor\3 than one. 

15. Elections under the last preceding 
Ba. Act III. 10. Every mat:idar shall be bound, section shall be held 
oi ISH. ss. 69 when so required by Rules for elections to in accordance with 
and il. Duties nnd privileges be prescribed by Gov- 1 1 

the Collector, to IJer- 01•11ment. such ru es as t 1e of mattidars, as such. 
form the duties ens- Governor in Council, 

tomarily discharo·ed by mabidars, and shall · by notification in the Bombay Governn1t3nt 
have the privilege of signing the al:Jstract ·Gazette, . from time . to time, prescribes in 
6f villao·e lands and revenues and such this behalf: 
other vil'rage records as it may be custo- Provided that if mati'td{Lrs of two or more 
mary for mati'tdars to sign. maht(lc~7' fa~nil·ies are 

f 'j] Proviso. · 1 d t 1 11. lf within the limits CJ any v1 agP. ent1t e to vo e anc 
in which there are the numbers of mati'tdars of the several Area to which mn#- · 

d:irs' functions extend ma.t{~dtLl'S a new vil- matddc£1· families are unequal, provision 
way in ccrta.in cases be luge or hamlet has shall be made in such rules for a number of 
reduced. been, or shall here- votes equal to the maximum number nf 
after at any time be, formed, it shall be matachtrs of any one of the matdclci1·fi~milies 
competent to the Collector, with the pre- being assigned to the mc~tdclcirs of each 
vious sanction of Govemment, to exclude family. . _ 
~he limits of such . n~w village or .hamlet J 6. If there are two or more representa-
from the area to wluch the functwns · of tive mat;l.d;irs in a 
the said mat{tdars extend. Right of office to vest, villa.,.e the rig·ht to 

fn.iling election, in re- o ~ 
llo. Act Ill . 12. The Collector may fix at his discre- presentative mn.bidurs . the patel's office shall, 
of 

1874
' •· 

43
' Number of officiators tion, from time to by rotation wb.cn there subject to the pro-

time, the number of are two or more repro- visions hereinaJter 
requisite for p:1tel's ffi . . . sentat.ive l!lat{1d1irs. l 
office to be fixed by the o CJators reqms1te contain~c, vest in 
Collector. for the due discharge each of them in rotation, whenever the 
of the duties of every patel's office. mattidttrs fail to elect an officiator in the 

13. lu every village in which the Gov- manner provided in section 14. 

R . 1 f ffi to t nor in Council d~- 17. For the purpose of cleterminincr 
1g 1t o o cc ves ] d t' 1 1 · · "' 

in I'CJ>rcsentative mat:!- c ares, un er sec 1011 D t . , 0 f t 1e ore ero m whiCh o 
. l t tl . . 1 t I e crnunn.JOu o.. l 'd . • 1hh• alone when it nt- 6, t la , 1e r1g 1 to order of rotation. t 1e SU.I nght ~hall 

taches e:rclusivcly to the. patd s office . ap- vest in the s~id re-
onoou~ of h~o. or wore pel't•lins exclusively presentative matadttrs the Collector shall · 
tllat<fdar jannl1os. t t ' z ' fi 'l b f ' · · ' oonenu~ cte n1· amt y, as soon as may eater thts Act comes mto 
the said right shall vest in the representa- fo•·ce, by ~vritten notice, require the said 
tive matadar of that matcicl<ir fwttily representative lllahich'\rs to assemble in his 
alone. presence. 

14. In every other village the maUtchirs I If a majority of the representative rna
may, on .or in anti-~ tacl:i.r~ present in accordance with the sa.id 

~~:d~\'cry other ca
1
so, cipation of the occur- notice do not agree to some order of 

ma ... aJ'B may c cct f · · t' 1 d h 11 · an officiator when a renee o a vacancy m I rota. 101:, t.1e or er s a be forthw1th 
vacancy ~ccni'B. the office of pate!, dctermmed by the Collector by lot, in the 

elect s~me person w!to . presence of the assembled representative 
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matadars, in such manner as he shall think office by the Collecto?· at the 1·equest of the 
fit : rep1·esentative mata£la?', if i1~ the opinion of 

Bo. III. of Provided that if in the course of any the Collector the?·e a?·e good reasons for such 
1874

• proceeding held under the Bombay ~ered- reqttest. · 
itary Offices Act an order of rotatiOn for 20. When an appointment of a deputy 
service of the same repre!>entative maUL- Procedure when ap- has to be ~1ade by a 
dars, or of their predecessors in title, has pointment of a deputy representative mata
been already settled !JY lot or by agree- has to be mncle by are- dar, the Collector 
ment of the parties, the order so settled presentative matoidar. shall, by written no
shall be deemed to have been determined tice, require him to nominate a fit person to 
under this section. be his deputy within twenty days from 

Bo.Actiii.of 18. E\Tery representativ'e mat{Ld!1r in the date of service of the said notice. 
iSH, s. 

42
• whom the right of Should the representative mat:idltr fail, 

Representative_ mn~(,. office vests under sec- within the said period, to nominate any 
dar . m':st orchnarLly tion 13 or sections per·son, or· if the per"on he nominates i. s not ofliCLato m person, d 

7 
l ll " 

14, 16 an 1 s 1a , a member of a matdddr family of the same 
ordinarily, be required by the Collector, if village or is disqualified for office, the Col
he is not disqualified for office, to officiate. lector may, in his discretion, extend the 
in person, but the Collector may, if he period of nomination for a further term of 
thin~'s fit, dispense with his personal ten days. 

service. If within the prescribed period of twenty 
• If there are two or more representative days, or, when the Collector extends the 

On refusal ·by one matadars, and the one period, within the extended terl?, no person 
representative mat:i.- whose turn it is to is nominated by the representative matadU.r, 
dar to officiate in per- enjoy , the right of or the person nominated by him is not a 
son, tho turn for right ·office declines, when ·rnembeJ' of a mctt£!dd1• jctmily of the same 
of office to pass. so required by the vilh\.o·e, or is disqualified for offi.ce, the turn 
Collector, to officiate in person, the turn to el~oy the rio·ht of office shall, where there 
to enjoy the said right. shall pass to the are two or m~·e representative mat!td:'~rs, 
next in the settled order of rotation. pass to the next in the settled order of 

no. Act III. of A repre~entative matadar who declines, rotation. 
ISH,s. ·15. '\'l1.1'ls·t' .offici'ati.I1'g, to f I t' t'd' Bo \ '·tlll -·f 21 I a so e representa we ma l• ar, i87~ • •. ~4. 

Other employment forsake some other · or where there are 
when pr~hibited ,to. re- 1 l 7 neilt which 

1 · presentative mntadars. ~n P
1 

°Jl . . f tl ' Appointment" of c e- · two or more repre-
m t le opmwn o w futLh w~erl lot bo ronde sentative maMdars, 

Collector, is incompatible with the due JY e 0 ec or. each of them in turn, 
discharge of the duties of the patel's office, deClines, when so required by the Collector. 
m· jails whqn so 1·eqtti1·ecl by the . Collecto!· to officiate in person, or fails to appoint a 
t.o ?'eside . in the village jo1· whwh he ts fit person to be his deputy in• accorda~c~ 
o.P2'ointecl, shall be deemed to decline to with the provisions of the la~t precedmg. 
officiate in person. section, the Collector shall appomt a deputy. 

When a deputy may 19. A deputy may .A deputy so appointed by the Collector 
be appointed by a re- Le appointed at any shall ordinarily be a 
presentative matadar. time : D · l d b 

eputy appom e . Y membe1• uf ct nwtdcld1' 
(a) by a representative matadarwho is ~~~s~~~~ft~o~~~!n;;;~~ fam·il?t _of the ~illage 

ur who, whilst offieiating in person, be soruo person other for whiCh he IS ap
becomes disqualified for office; and- tbnn n. mm~ber of a pointed, but, with the 

(b) with the Collector's permission, by ~n.tad:'•r fmmly of the )1\'CVious sanction of 
a representative mat{tdli.r who does "'lloge. Government, may· Lc 
not wish to officiate or to continue to any other per;;on. 
officiate in person, although not dis- 22. If a mat:idur is under ehrhteen Bo . .Act III;,,, 

J.fi l c ffi l f' v, l' ISU '· ·•7. qua 1 ec -.or o .lCe ; anc . .years o age or 1s c ts-
( c) by a sole representative mat!,chir, Gum·dian may act on a bled blJ lwn£tc1t m· 

1 · t ffi' · t · I l behalf .of n. mntuMu· 1.71''1CCI',ll't'y oif·n• :11d. tl1e w 10 proposes o o .c1a e or IS a reac y • , .... 
h:anlly IUCOrnpd{lnt. l' 'h officiating in person, when one or more o gual'C Jan or ot er 

other officiators are necessary. lem:ll curator of his person may act in his 
A clepnty appointed by c~ Tep1·esentr~tive beJutlf in any of the matters provided for 

mat.aclu1· ?nay at any time be ?'emovecl j1·om in sections 14, F. 19 and 20. 
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Term of office of a sole 
representative mat6.dar; 
and 

23. The te1·m of 
office of a sole re
presentative matadar 
shall be for life. 

to officiate and the successor ~f the 
representative !llatachtr shall, subject 
to the provisions of section 18, offiCia~e 
in person for the residue ()f the said 
term or a deputy shall be appointed 
by him or by the Collector in his stead 

The term of office of a JJC'I'S(m elected 
under section 14 shall 

. of an elected offi- be for five years or 
01ator · and l l · d 

for the said period, according to the 
provisions of sections 19, 20 and 21. ' for sue 1 onger per10 

as a majority of the matadars, consisting, 
when the matadat·s belong to two or more 
difierent castes, of not less than two-thirds 
of the whole number, shall, at the time ·of 
election, desire, if the person elected shall 
not in the meantime die or become dis
qualified for office. 

The des1:1·e of the rncttdcla1·s as to the. 
duration of the te1v;n of office . of any pe1·son 
elected by them unde1· section 14 shall be 

· asce1·tai1wd in acc01·clance with the R~des 
prcsm·ibed ~mde1· section 15 for clete1·mining 
1W1ni11ations. 

23.A. The term of office of one of two or 

of n. rcpesentative 
matadar entitled to 
office in rotation. 

shall be

more representative 
mataclars, in whom 
the right of office 
vests in rotation, 

(a) five years, when the :mmber of re
presentative matadars exceeds nine ; 

(b) seven years, when the number of 
representative matd.cla.rs exceeds four 
but does not exceed nine; 

(c) ten years, when the number of re
presentative matadars does riot ex
ceed four. 

24. A deputy appointed ,by a represent
Deputies to be ap- ative matachlr or by 

pointed for the period the Collector in his 
of their priucipnls' term stead shall be ap
of office. pointed for the term 
or for the• residue of the term of office 
of the representative mat:i.dil.r by or for 
whom he is so appointed; and if a deputy 
dies or resigns or becomes disqualified for 
office duL·ing the said term, another deputy 
may be appointed for the residue of the 
said term in accordance with the provisions 
of sections 20 and 21 : 

l)rovidecl that-

25. Notwithstanding anything herein-

N h f ffi . before co~1tained to 
o c ange o o · ct- tl . t . . _ 

ai'Orto be permitteddur- 1e qon r~ty, no Ie 
ing the last year of a presentative matadar 
representatiYe matadar's in any village to 
term of office. . , which the provisions 
of section 14 apply, shall be permitted to 
commence to officiate in person, and no 
new deputy shall be appointed by . or for a· 
representative matadar, during the last y~ar 
of the term of office of such representative 
matadar. 

If occasion arises during any such year 
. for any change of an 

If occasion arises !~r officiator in any such 
any such change, office· villao·e there shall 
to be deemed vacant. b t"' l b . 

e c eemec to e a 
vacancy in the office. 

26. During any interval betweei1 the Bo. Act III. of 

Appointment of tem
porary offici.~tors by 
tuc Collector. 

occurrence of a va- ISH, s. 52· 

caney ina patel's office 
and its bei1~g filled 

• up in accordance with 
the foregoing provisions and during the 
time that any officiator is suspended, the 
Collector may appoint sud1 person as he 
thinks fit, whether a member of a matai::Hr 
family of the village or not, to officiate 
temporm·ily. 

27. If an officiator is temporarily absent Bo. Act III. of 
from his village or is 1874, s. 55, 

temporarily prevent-Officit~tors to retain 
substitutes during their 
n.bsence or illness. eel by illness from 

discharging the du
ties of his office, he may depute some other 
fit person to perform the said duties, but 
shall be responsible for the acts ahlf omis
sions of the person so deputed as if they 
were his own acts and omiss.ions. 

Of tltc JJisqual·~fications fm· the Patel's 
O.Oice. 

28. The following persons shall be 
What persons are to cleewed to be disqua

be doomed disqualifie<l lified for the patel's 
for office. office (namely) · 

(a) females . · Bo. ~ct lli; of 

•· ~- . 

y 

·( a) if a representative matdclllr who 
has appointed a deputy because he him
selfwas disquali£ed for office or be
cause he did not wish to officiate in 
person, subsequently at any time 
during his term of office wishes to offici
ate in person, he may, if he is not 
then disqualified for office, be permitted 
so to do by the Collector ; 

(b) if a representative matacl:fr dies 
during his term of office, the deputy, if 
any, officiating in his stead shail cease 

> ~~L~ 

~b) persons under eio·hteen years of aO'e . Bo. Act III. or~-
) b o ' 1Si4 s. 37. c any person who has n0t passed such ' 
educatio!1al test, if any, as Govern-
ment thmk fit, fr.om time to time to 
prescribe in this behalf; ' 
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(d) any person who has attained sixty. proved against him, may, with the previous 
years of age, except when such per- sanction of Government, remove him from 
son's appointment or further conti- office. · 
nuance in office is· specially permitted When a 1·epresentative matadar has been Bo.~ctm.;! 
by the Collector ; . : . . so removed from !nl~9~· 

uo.ActUI.oi (e) any person who is disabled b?tlunacy . Dts~btltttes~f~rcprc· office he shall if Go-
ISH, •· 46. • b 'l' . l ·z ,.f. sentattve matadar rc· · ' • . 01' ~m ec~ tty of mtnc or by c ea;~ ness, moved from office. vernment so d1rect, 

blindness 01· other permanent' infirmity be deprived for the 
of body; rest of his life of any right which he would 

.Ho. Act III. of {f) any person who at the time when he otherwise have of. voting at an election of 
1874, s. 45. d 

1oould otherwise ~e entitled to officiate is an officiator or of appointing a eputy to 
adjudged by the Collector, after a officiate; and if any representative maMdar 
summary inquiry, to be of general bad so deprived is a sole representative mat<l.dar, 
character ; a depu.ty shall be appointed by the Col-

(g) any pe?"Son who has ber.n sentenced by lector, subject to the provision of paragraph 
a criminctl cotLrt to imprisonment o·r two of section 21, to officiate in his stead 
1uhipping fo?' an o,Uimce punishable with during his lifetime. 
imprisonment f01· a te1·m exceeding si•l' 30. Nothing in the last preceding sec- Bo. Act I. of 
months, or to t?·ansportation, such sen- 8 . f tion shall affect the ISiG. •· 3· 
t t 7 . b tl b . uspcnston o nn . . . . 
ence no MWtng sa seq1ten Y . een 1. ~- officintor under trial habrhty of an officra-

verse.d or quashed, ancl whose chsqualt- for nn offence. tor to a criminal pro
ficatwn on account of such senten9e has secution for any offenc~ which he may be 
not been 1·emovecl by an o1·der whtch the accused of havin()' committed · and the 
Governor w ?owwil-is hel:eby 611lJ?OWe1:- Collector may susiJend any offi~iator sub
eel to malul, if he shall.thu~lc fit, tn tlns jected to any such prosecution pending the 
behalf. inquiry and trial, and at its close may take 

Uo. Act liT. of (h) any person removed from office under the proceedings and the finding of the cri-
1874• s. 

59
· sectwn 29, except when such person's minal court into his consideration for the 

re-employment is expressly sanctioned purpose of dealing with the case under the 
by Government. last precedin()' section. 

Any officiator who during his term of 1 "' z ffi · 
ffi b d' . r fi d ~ f tl 31. lf any lJerson e e~te.d to 0 c~ateunder o ce ecomes 1squa 1 e or ~my o 1e section i 4 01 • . a re-

above reasons shall cease to offiCiate. Govemment ma;y d·i. • t t' t 'd • 
rect the forfeitt<re of p? esen a we 11M Ct ar, 

Of Penalties. mcUas. . 01· any dep1tty or sub-
llo.Act!II.of 29. Any maUtdar who shall neglect or . . · , . st~tu~e apf;ointed _by 

1Si4 s. 5i. refuse to comply with lmn: ts conv1cted by ct cn~t~nal cozu·t 'f"Ot t'!'-
Punishment of rc- any order made by the fenO?: to a Cou1·t ~f Se~s:on of a;tY offence ?ill 

gistered mat{,dars nnd Collector under sec- the dtscha1·ge of h~s o./Jictal dut·tes, or qf any 
officiators by fine ; and ,F 7 p· 'fi d · d d l 

Co. Actl. of tion 10, and any nJ lteo encesspect e tnthesec.on sche ue 
. 1876• s. 2· rnatadu1· or officiator who shall be careless annexed to the RrJmbay He?·edtlcwy Offices 

or negligent in the discharo·e of his duties Llct, 01· of the ~b~tme!'lt of cmy such offence, 
may be punished by the Collector for each and such conv~etwn ?.S not subse~uently :e: 
such offence by fine, which may extend to versed .or quashed, tl~e Gvv~1·nor tn qotmc"'l 
one-fourth part of the annual emoluments may d~:e:t theforfetltwe of the mat~s.o1· of 
of such matad<ir or officiator. any mata 07' nf any part of a mata tn the 

If an officiator shall be accused of any village. . . 
of officiators by sns· misconduct which Such foifetture ma!t be etther absolute, m· 

pension or removo.lfrom shall seem to the Col- for such period as the G Ot!IJ1'nD1' in Oouncil 
offic.e. lector to require a thinks fit. 
sev~rer punishment than that afor.esaid, the If any representative matador or deputy Bo.Actlll.of 

Collector may suspend him from office 'Forfeiture of life in- is removed from office 1874, s. 61· 
during investigation into such accusation, 1 tcrcst of matadar in under section 29, the 

. and, after holding a summary inquiry, may case of removal from Governor in Council 
if he consider the officiator guilty of mis- office. may direct the for
conduct meriting such punishment, sus- feiture of the life interest in the mata of the 
pend him from office for a further period representative maiAdar so removed from 
riot exceeding six months, or, if fraud or office or of the representative maM.dar by 

:uo III wilful framing , of incorrect records or whom the deputy so removed from office 
itr~~ •. 5s~f other gra~e misconduct or offence is was appointed, as the case may be. 

By order of His E~cellencg the Ri5ht Honourable the Governor in Oouncil, 

Poona, f24th _August 1885. 
v-15 

C. G. W. MACPHERSON, 
Under Secretary to Government. 

BOKBAY: l'ltUITIID AT Till OOVIB!Uli!IT CL'I'l'BAL 1'1111811. 


