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~ S cpM·dtc pctging is given to this pa1·t, in 01·dm· tlwt -it mc~y be filecl as a se11amte compilation. 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of tbe Governor General of fnclia for tbe 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
16th J anuary 1885, and was referred to a Select 
Committee:-

No. I of 1885. 

THE BTRTHS, DEA'rHS .AND MAR­
RIAGES REGIS'l'R.ATION BILL, 

1885. 
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Tlte Bi1·ths, Deaths and Mrwriages Registmtion Bill, 1885. 
(Ohapte?' I.-P?·elwtinar!J-Sections 1-.1,.. qha1Jtet II.---:Genl!ral Regist?·y Offices of 

Births, Deaths ancl Ma1Ttages.-Sectwns 5-6.) 

· d • ' l R · ' t' M .1' ·" Re,.istrar of Births and DP-atbs" means a A Bill to p1·ovi e jo1· tne vn u.nlary · cgts,,r~ to •• 0J o d 
certain Bh·t!ts and Deal.h.s, (Ol' the cNtabltshmen/. Registrar of Births and Deaths appointed un er 
of Ueneml Reg?:st,·y Oj/ict.~jor lceepi?t!~ Rey,:sters this Act. rule mnde 
o.f ce?·la.in Bi1·ths, Dectths and Mantagcs, ancl 4. Nothing in this Act, or in nny 

under this Act, shall 
jo1· ceda.in otho1• purposes. Saving of loc"llaws. affect any law heretofore 
WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the or heren.fter pn.ssed providing for the registra­

volunta.ry registrn.tiou of births and den.Lhs among tion of bh·ths and deaths within particular locn.l 
certain classes of persons; for the more effectual areas. 

CHAP1'ER II. 
registration of those bil·ths and den.ths n.u d of the 
marriages t·egistered under Aot III of 1872 or the 
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and for the G &NJ':RAL 
establishment of general registry offices for keep­
ing registers of those births, deaths and marri­
ages; 

REGISTRY O n•JcES OF BIRTHS, DEN1.'HS 

And n:hereas it is also expedient to provide fo1· 
the collection and preservation of certain existing 
registers mnde otherwise than in the perf\)r· 
mance of a duty specially enjoined by the law of 
the country in which the register was kept, l1Ud 

to declare that copies of the entries in those re­
gisters shull bP. admissible in evidence ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :-

CRA.PTER I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

· 1. (/)This Act may be 
Short titlo and com- called the Births, Deaths 

ntonocmen t. 
and Marriages .Registra-

tion A.ct, 1885 ; and 
(.e) It shall come into force on such day as the 

Governor General in Council, by notification in 
the Gazette oj India., directs. 

2. This A.ct extends to the whole of 'British 
Loca.l tent. Ind.ia, and, so far only as 

ex regards subjects of Her 
Majesty, to the dominiot•s of Princes and States 
in India in alliance with Her Majesty. 

In this Act, unless there is something repug­
nant in the subject or 
context,- • 

Definitions. 

"prescribed" means presc1·ibed by a rule made 
by the Governor General in Council under this 
.A.ct i au(! · • 

AND j)fAIW.IA.OES. 

Est.'l.hlislimcnt of general 5 ( 1) Each 
registry offices and appoint- Government­
men t of Registrars Gcnoral. 

Local [Of. G &. 7 
Wm. IV, c 
86, s. 2.] 

(a) shall establish a general registry office, for 
keeping such certified copies of registP.J'S of births 
and deaths registered nnd•n· this Act, or mar­
ringes registered under Act III of 1872 (to 3~1·0- · 
vicle a form of 1nn1'1'iage in cc1'lrtin casP.s), or the 
Indian Christian MmTiagc Act, 1872, as may be XV of 1872. 
s~nt to it. under tbi.s Act, or under either of the 
two last-mentioned Acts as amended by this 
Act; nud 

(b) may, from time to time appoiut to the 
charge of tho,t office an officer, to be called the 
Hegistmr General of Births, Deaths and ll~ar­
riages, for the territories under its administra­
tion. 

(.e) ~rovidec1 ~l1nt thf.'l Go~ernor of·~ombay in ·[Cf. Act III 
CounCil may, w1th the prev10us sn-nct10n of the of 1877, a. 4. 
Goven~or General iu Council ~ .establish two gene-
ro.l regtstry ~ffices and appomt two Rt>gistmrs 
General of B1rths, Deaths and Marriages fo1· the 
territories unde1· his administration· one of such 
~eneral reg!stry office~ and of such Registrars 
G~neral bemg established and appointed for 
Smdh and the other for the other territories 
under the administration of the Governor of 
Bombay in Qouncil. 

. , 

6. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths [0! 6 & 7 

Indexes to be kept at ?-nd Marriages shall cause Wm. IV, •· 
generl\1 registry office. mel exes of all the certi- 6

8
7 • 18

1· 37A t fid . . eeaso c 
. e cop1es of registers 11Ioq877, 

sent to h1s. office u~d~r this A.ct, Act Iii of 1 x72, a. 77.] 
or the Indtan ·ChriStian Marriage Act, l8'72, 113 XV of 1872. 

·~./ 
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'l'he Bi1·ths, Deaths ancl Marri11ges Registration Bill, 1885. 

(Chapte1' II.-Geneml Regist1·y Offices of Bi·rths, Death.~ and 111cm·iages.-Sections 7-9.) 
(ChapleT III.-Re,qistration of Bi·rths and Deaths.-Sectious 10-16.) 

X of 1865. 

[Cf. Act Ill 
.. r 1877, •. 
13.] 

amended by this .A.ct, to be made and kept in his 
office in the prescribed form, 

7. Subject to the payment of the prescribed 
fees, the indexes so made 

. Indexes to be open to shall be at all reasonable 

their office, so many persons as he thinks fit to be 
Registrars of Births and Deaths for such local 
areas within the territories of any Prince or State 
in India in alliance with Her Majesty as he may, 
from time to time, define. 

13. (1) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths rvqr. 37 61
88

38 mspcct10n. . . . 
times open to mspectwn 

by <tny person applying to inspect them, and 
copies of en tries in the certified copies of the re­
gisters to which they relate shall be given to all 
persons applying for them. 

8. A copy o~ an entry given under the last 
· . . foregoing section shall be 
C~p1~s of entncs to be , si"'ned by the Re"istrar 

adnusslble m evldeneo. a"' I f B' h u"' h 7enera o . u·t s, eat s 
and i\f arr·iages, and slmll be admissible in evi­
dence for the purpose of proving ,the birth, death 
or marri•tge to which the entry relates. 

9. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
Superintemleuce of Re- and Marriages shall ex-

gistra•·s by Registrar ercise a geuern I superin-
Gcuernl. ten lienee over the Hegis-
b•ars of Births and Deaths in the territories for 
which he is appointed. 

CHAPTER III. 
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

A.-Ap1Jlir.(( tion of this Ohaptc7'. 
10. 'rhe persons whose births and deaths 

shall be registrn.ble under 
d Persons whoso births and this clmpter ·are as fol­eaths arc rcgistr .. ble. 

lows, namely :-
(n.) in 'Br·itish India, the membPI'S of e\·ery race, 

sect or 't r·ibe to which the Indian Succession Act, 
1865, applies, and in respect of which an or·der 
under section 3:32 of that Act is not for the time 
bein~ in force, n.nd all persons professing the 
Christian religion ; 

(b) in the dominions of Princes and_ Stn.tes in 
India in alliance with Her Majesty, subjects of 
Her Majt•Rty being members of <t like race, sect 
or triue o t· professing- the Christian religion. 

JJ.-Regist1·ation Establ·ishment. 
11. (1) The Local Govet·nment may, from 
Power for Local Goveru- time to time, appoint, 

mcnt to appoint Registrars either by name or by 
for its tcrritol'ics. . virtue of their office, so 
many persons as it thinks lit to be Registrars of 
Births and Deaths for such local areas within the 
territor·ies under its administration as it may, 
from time to time, define. 

(~) 'l'he Local Govern.ment may suspend, re­
move or dismiss any person appointed under this 
section and appoint another person iu his stead. 

(3) A Registrar of Births and Dt>aths may re: 
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern­
ment his intent.ion to do so, and, on his resignation 
being accepted by the Local Government, he shall 
be deemed to have vacated hi~ office. 

12. The Governor General in Council may, from 

h 11 h ffi • h lC., C, 1 I, s a ave an o ce m t e 26.J 
O!"cc and attendancu of local area for which he is 

Rcgtstrar. . d 
appomte . 

(~) Every Re,.istrnr of Births and Deaths to 
whom the Local Government may direct this sub­
section to apply, shallt\ttend at his office for the 
purpose of registering births and deaths on such 
days and at such hours as the Registrar General 
of 'Births, Deaths and Mart·iages may, from time 
to time, direct, and shall cause to be placed in 
some conspicuous place on or ncar the outer 
door of his office, his name, with the addition of 
Registrar· of Births ancl Deaths for the local area 
for which he is appointed, and the days and 
hours of his attendance. • · 

14 (1) When any Re,.istrar of Births and [Cf. Act 1ll 
• · · o of 1877, e. 10, 

Absence of Rcgistr.lr Deaths to whom the o.IIIO 37 & 38 
from his district or vacancy Local Government may Vic, c. 88, u. 
in his ollice. dir·ect this section to ap- 24 & 25.] 

ply, not being a Registrar of Births and Deaths 
for a local m·ea in the town of Calcutta, Madras 
or Bombay, is nbsent, or when his 'otnce is tem· 
porarily vacant, any person whom ~he Regi~~rar 
General of Births, Deaths and }/farrrages appomts 
in this behalf, or, in default of such appoint-
ment, the Judge of the District Court within the 
local limits of whose jur·isdiction the Registrm·'s 
office is situate, shall be the Registrar of Births 
and Deaths during such nbsence or unm the 
Local Government fills t.he vacancy. · 

(~) When any such Registrar of ·Bit·ths and 
Destths for a local area in the town of Calcutta, 
Madras or Bombay is absent, or when his office 
is temporarily vacant, auy person whom the B.e­
gistrar· General of Bir·ths, Deaths and Marriages 
appoints in this behalf shall be the l'tegistrar of 
Births and Deaths during ~>nrh absence or until 
tho Local Govl'rument fills the vacancy. 

(3) The Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages shall report all appointment~ made 
under this section to the Local. Government. 

15. 'l'he Local Gover.1ment shn.ll supply [Cf. Aet 111 
Re .. istcr hool<s to bo every Registrar of BirLhs of 1877, e. 

supplle<land prcs~rv.,tinnof and Deaths wiLh U. sulfi- 13.] 
records to be provirled for. cient number of register 
books of births and of register books of deaths, 
and shall make snit.able provision for the preser­
vat.ion of the records connected with the regis­
tration of births and deaths. 

0.-Mocle of Regi8tration. 
16. Every Registrar of Births and Deaths, on 
Duty of. Registrar to receipt of n~ti~eof a birth 86, 

enter births o.nd <lcn.ths of or death wtthm the localt!; 
w h!ch notice ia gi veo in area for which he is ap. 111 of 
reg~ster. pointed, shall, if the no- lG.] 

Power for Governor' Ge­
neral in Council t<• appoint 
Registrars of Births and 
Deaths for Native States, 

time to time, by notifi­
ca.t.ion in the Gr,zctto of 
Iwlia, appoint, either by 
name or by virtue of 

tice is given within the prescribed time and iu. 
the pre:;cribed mode by a person authori1.ed by 
this Act to give l·he notice, forthwith make a.n 
entry of the bh·th or death in the proper :raa-iatlno 
book. 



(Cf. 37 4:38 
Vlo., c. 88, 
a. 10. ) 
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Tlte Bi1·ths, Deaths and Marr£age.s Regiotration Bill, 1885. 

(G!tapter I!I.-Regist1·ation of Births and Dea.ths.-Sections 17-25.) 
17. The following persons are het·eby antho- Churches of Euglancl, Rome nod ~co~land, the 

. ri1.ed to give notice of a Re..,istrar mn,y send the certified co pres Ill the first 
Ponona anthonzcd to l · h · 0 

. · • 1 . · • 1 o sball givo notice of birth. Jirt , namely, the fatber mstance to his ecclesmst.Ica supet 101, w 1 f 
. . or mother of the child, o1·, send them to the proper R~grstrar General 0 

Ill default of ~he fn.tlrer or mother, the occupier Births, Deatbs and Marriages. 
?f the house in which to his knowledge th.e child [n this sub-section, " Church of England" and 
JS born , or any person present at tho birth, or "0h 111·ch of Scotland" mean the Church of 

< 

rcr. 37 a: 38 
\'io., c. 88, 
•• 10.) 

the person having charge of the child. Eugbud 1~nd tho Chm·ch of Scotland liS by law 
18. 'fhe following persons are hereby au tho- establishedrespectivuly; and "Church of Rome" 

Persona authorized to rized to g ive notice of a me~ws t ho Chui·ch which regards tho Pope of 
givo notice of death. death, namely:- Rome as its spiritual head. ~ 

(a) In the case of any per~on dying in a house (B) The provisions of sub-section ( l) slmll [Act XV of ) 

·rcr. 37 a: ss 
\ric., c. 88, 

. •• 11.] 

rcr. 37 a: a8 
Vio., c. 88, 
1,30.) 

after the dM.e on which this Act comes into force, apply to ovei·y Registrar of Births and Deaths in 1872, s. 56.] l 
tho near·est relatives of the deceased preSf'n~ at the ten·itories of n.ny Prince or State in India in 
tT1e den.th or in attendance rluring the last illuess a,l liauce with Her :Uiajesty, with this modi!:icatinn, 
of tbe decea>ed, OI", in default of such reln.l.i ves, thnt the ceniHed copies refen·ed to in that. su b-
any other· relative of the decensed dwel!iug or sec tion shall be sent to such 011e of the Regis-
being in the local aren. of the Registrar of Bii·ths tmn; Gener·al uf Bii·tlrs, Deaths and Mnniages as 
and Death wit.hin which tlie deceased wn.s at the t he Gover·nor Gl·neral in Council, f1·om time to 
tirne of his do .. th, or, in defa11lt of such J•e lat i ve~. time, by not.ifi cn.tiou in the Gazette of lndi~t, ap-
o.ny per·son pr·eseu t .at tbe doath, ot· the occupioi" points in this behalf. 
of the house in .which to his knowledge the r!os~th 22. (I) .Every Registrar of Births and Den.ths [Cf." 6 & 7 
took p l~ce, .01·, m . defn.ult ?f the perso ~m hei·ein- . . shall, on a ment of the W",',.IV, c.86, 
befor·e !U thiS sectron mentiOned any wmate of Sen•·ehes nnd eop1es of 'b ~ yf t ll s. 3;> ; 
that house . and ' •entries in rogistcr books. presm:I e ~es, a a also ActXVof 

(
b · 1' f . . r easonable tunes allow 1872, s. 79.] 
. J 1.n tIe case o any pe1·son dymg m n pl ~ce searches to be made in the r e<>'ister books kept 

f
whtcdh tslnotb a htohuse •. OI" olf n de~ftd . bol.dydbelllg by him, aud give a copy of anyoenti·yin the same. 
oun e sew ere a.nm a 1ouse a ter t 1e at.e on 

which this Act comes into force, any •·elative of . (9!) Every c~py of ~u entr·y iu a ~·egister boo k 
the deceased person having knowledge of any of g1ve?- und<~I· tlnR section sh ~\ll be s igned by the 
the particulars required to be 1·egistei·ed conc()l"ll- R~gi.strm: of ~~~·ths and Deaths, and shall be n.d­
ing the death, 01·, in default of such reh~tive, any rmssi?le 111 evrd once for. the purpose of proving 
pei·son p1:eseut at the death, or finding, 01. taking the bu·th or clea~h to wh1ch the eutry relo.tes. 
cha1·ge of, t he hody. D. -Penalties. 

19. (1) Wheu an entr·y of a birth or death bas 
b d b I 1> • 23 I£ any [JOI"SO!l WI"iftJ]Jy Jn ,• J,·es, 01" C," USeS to (Cf. 6 & 7 

Entrr of birth or cl c,.tb een rwt fl y t 1e •egis- , · " " 
t b db · t f 1r 1 d D 1 . . be made for tl1e pnrpose Wm. IV, . o c "'!lnc Y person s••· r a.r o >ll"t IS an eat IS Penalty for wilfully ~pv- f . ' . . c. SG 9• 41 • 
1011 notice. . . . as required by section 16, ing false iufo•·mation. 0 ~emg lnsert~d In o.uy 37 &.'as Vic.', 
the person g1vmg notiCe of the birth or cleitth register of b1rths or c. 88, a. 40: 
must sign the entry in the regi~ter in the PI'e- deo.ths, any false s~atemeut in connection with Act XV of 
sence of the 1-tegistrar. nuy notice of a birth or den.th un<ler this Act, he 

1872
• a, 

66·1 

( ) 
sh~ll be punishell with im prisonment £01· a te1·m 

. B UnW the entl'y has been so signed, the whiCh muy es:teud to three years and with fine. 
b1rth or denth shnll not be deemed tb be regis-
tered nuder this Act. 24. If a.ny Registrar o·E Births and Deaths [37 & 38 Vic., 

20 'l'h H · Penalty for omission to refuses, or without rea- c. 88, a. 35. ] 
· e eg1strar of Bit·~hs o.nd Dea.ths shftll, c~ tcr birth.,. cl<·nth in rc- sonable canso omits to 

Grant of cci·titientc of on upplication made at s•ster, ot· loss o( rcg•ster. ma l·e t · h ' 
registmtion of birth o•· the t.irne of re .risteriu a . · . ' ' an en ry m t e pro-
death b" ~ o per reg-Ister of auy birth or: death which he otwht 

· auy u·th or death by tho 0 to t 1 tl · • " 
person gil•ing notice of t•hl:' birth or death and ~ . en ei· uu t er ns .t.tct, or if any perROU 

' havmg the cu~tody of any register book of bi1·ths 
on pi\ymen~ by him of ~~e pr~scribed fee, give ?I". deat.h~ oar·e l t>s~ ly loses or injures or allows the 
to ~he npphcant a ceJ"tilicate w the pt·esOI·ibed lll.J~li'Y of the book, he ~hall be punished wi th fine 
form, signed by the Regi~tmr, of having regis- 1 h .• 
tered the birLh or death. w 110 may es:tenu to five hnudrect rupees. 

W· 6 & 7 21. (1) Every Registrar of Births ancl Deaths 

86m.I~& Duty of Rcgi.trnrans to in BritiHh India sha)l 
E.-Cor1·ection of l!Jr7"01"8. 

25. (1) If a Registrar. of Births and Deaths [Cf. 6 & 

Correction of entry in re· discovers any error iu, the Wm. nr? 
gistor o£ births ancl deaths. fo1•m OI" substance of any c. 86, s. 4~: 

u'; ':i.e, Aat aoocl.iug. corti~od copi!lll of send to the RegiRtnw 
mof 1877,•. R:,~":r:o~= bOoks to General of Births, Deaths 
66.] • • . ·• . and Mar·riages fm· the 

ten:1tor1es .w1thn~ wh1ch the local area for which 
he IS appomted IS s~t~ate, at th~ preRcr·ibed inter­
yals, a true ~py, certified by hrw under hi$ hand, 
1n the prescribed form, of all the entries of births 
~d deaths in the register book kept by him 
sznce the last of those intervals : 

.Provided that, in tlie case of Regist1•ars ~f 
:Bll'ths e.nd Deaths who are clergymen of the 

. . entt•y of a bii·thor deatl.tin ~7 ~ 38 V•c., 
~uy regrster kept. by .h11n under t.his Act, he may s~: ai:~ ~~\ 
m the p;eser.ce of the pe1·sous who gave the notic~ XV of 1872, 
of the bu·th. ot· deat.h, or, in case of their death 8• 78.) 
o~ absence, m the presence of two other credible 
witnesses, correct the erro1· by entry in tl . . 

1 1 
. re mar-

grn, Wit IO~t any a tera~!C)n of the original entt· ' 
and shall sJgu the ma.rgmal entry and add therefo 
the date of the correction. 
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The Bi1·ths, Deaths c~nd Marl'ia:ges Registration Bill, 1885· 

(Chapte1• IV.-Amendment of Man·ietge Acts, 187~.-Sections 26-27. Chapter V.-Specia.l 
P1·ov·isions as to ce1·tain existing Registe1·s.~Sections 28-30.) 

(2) Every entry made under this section must 
be attested by the witnesses in whose presence it 
was made. 

(S) If a certified copy of the entry has already 
been sent to the Registrar General of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages, the Registrar of Births 
and 'Deaths shall make and send a separate certi­
fied copy of the original erroneous entry and of 
the marginal correction therein made. 

· CHAPTER IV. 

AMENDMENT OF MARRIAGE ACTS, 1872. 

26. After section.l3 of Act Ill o( 1872 (to 
. ·zn·ovide a fo r-m of ?lla?'?'·i-

Additi~n of new section age in cettain case.~), the 
aftc,:- sectiOn 13, Act III of following section shall be 
187~. ' inserted:-

" 13A. 'rhe Registrar shall send to 'the 
· Registrar General of 

Transmission of ccrtifiecl Births, Den.ths and Mar­
copies or' entries in mnrri· ri.ages for the territories 
_age-certificate book to the . . h' h h' a· . t 
Rcgistr:.r General ofBitths, Withm W IC IS IStriC 
Deaths nnd :Mnrringes. is situate, at such inter-

vals as the Governor 
General in Council, from time to time, directs, a,. 
true copy certified by him under his lmud, in 
such form as the Governor General in Council, 
from time to time, prescribes, of o.ll entries made 
by him in the S[Licl marriage-certificate book 
since the last of such intervals." 

Amendment of the In­
dian Christian :Marriage 
Act, 1872. 

27. In the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 
1872, the following 
amendments shall be 

made, namely:-

(a) at the end of section 3 the words " 'Regis-
trar General of Birtl1s, Deaths and 
Marriages' means a Registvar General 
of Births, Deaths and .Marriages ap­
pointed under the Births, Deaths ancl 

· Marriages Registration Act, 1885," 
shall be added ; 

(b) for the words " Secretary to the Local Gov­
ernment", wherever they occur, and 
for the words " Secretary to o. L~cal 
Government" in section 79, the words 
" Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages " shall be substituted ; 

(c) for the words "at such places as the Local 
Government directs" in section 62, the 
words " in the offi<le of the Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
for the territories of the Local Govern­
ment by which the person who k~eps 
the register-book was licensed" shall 
be substituted ; 

(d) in section 81, after the words "Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and Mar~ 
riages '' the words rt in England" shall 
be added. 

CHAPTER V. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING 
REGISTERS. 

28. If any person in British India, ·or in the [Cf. 3 & ' 
d · · f p · '\l'io., c. 92, 

P . . t omtmons o any rmce a. 1 ] 
ermiRSJOn o persona S t . I d' . • 

hn.ving cnstocly of certnin or ta e lll n 1a lll 
records to seml them within allio.uce with Her Mo.-
one year to Registrar Gene- jesty, has for the time 
rnl. being the custody of any 
register or record of birth, baptism, naming, 
dedication, death 01' burial of n:ny persons of the 
classes specified in section 10, or of any register 
or record of maniage of persons of the class of 
those to whom Act III of 1872 or the Indian 
Christian l\farrio.ge Act, 18 72, applies, and, if XV of 1872. 
such register or recm·cl has been made by him 
otherwise than in performance of a duty specially 
enjoined by the law of t~e country in ":h1~h the 
register or record was kept, he may, Wlthm one 
yeo.r from the elate on which .this Act comes into 
force, send the register or record to the office of 
the Registrm· General of Births, Deaths and · 
l\1arriarres for the territories within which he 
resides~ or, if he resides within the dominions of 
any such Prince or State as aforesaid, to such 
one of the Registrars General as aforesaid as the 
Governor General in Council, by notification in 
the Gc~?.eltc of lnd·ict, from time to time, directs 
in this behalf. 

29. (1) 'rhe Governor General in Coudcil may ~f. 3 &; 4 
. appoint so many persons ic., c. 94, 

fl~pomtmcot of . Com-· as he thinks fit to be Com- 8' 2•1 
m1sstoncrs to exam1nc rc- . . . . 
gisters. m1sswners for exammmg 

the registers or records 
sent to the Registrar Geneml of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages under the lo.st foregoing section. 

(fl) '.rhe Commissioners so appointed shall hold 
office for such period as the Governor General in 
Council, by the order of appointment, or any sub­
~equent order,_ directs. 

30 {1) 'l'he Commissioners appointed under the 
. . . last foregoingsectionshall 

Dut1cs of Comm•s- enquire into the state, 
sioucrs. 

custody and authenticity 
<of every such register or l'ecoi·d as may be sent 
to the Registrar Genera.l of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages under section 28, 

and shall, from time to time, deliver to the 
Registl-ar General a clesCI·iptive list or lists of all 
such registers or records, or portions of registers 
or records, aR they find io be accurate and faithful. 

(2) The list or lists shall contain the prescribed 
pa~;ticulars and refer to the registers or records, 

· or to the portions of th~ registers or records, in 
the prescribed manner. 

(3) 'rhe Commissioners shall also certify in 
writing, upon some part of every separate book or 
volume containing any such register or record, or 
portion of a register or record, as is referred to in 
any list or lists made by the Comn:Uaaiouet~~~ tha~ 

VI.-2 
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Tlte Bi1·tlts Deaths and Mo.rri~ges Registl·cttion.Bill, 188S. 
' . . . R . t ·s -Section 31. 

(Citapte1· V.-Specia.l P1·ovisions as to certa1.n eanst~·ng eg~s m · . 
Chapter VI.-Rules.-Sections 32-33.) d 

it is ~ne of the registers or recor.ds, or po~·ti~ns of 
regist-ers or records, referred to m the satd hst or 
lists. 

31. (1) Subject to the payment of the p~·e­
Searohos of lists pre • . B?l'!b~d fees _the descr~p­

parcd by Commissioners ttve hst or hs ts of regiS­
and gr'!nt of certified copies ters or records, or por­
of cntrtes. tions of registers or 
records delivered by the Commissioners to t~e 
Registrar General of Births, Deuths and .M arrt­
ages shall be, at all ~easonable ~imes, open to 
inspection by any person _applymg to. Inspect 
them, and copies of entries m those regis~ers or 
records shall be given to all persons app!ymg for 
them. 

(EJ) A copy of an entry give~ under this sec­
tion· shall be si""ned by the Registrar General of 
Births, Deaths 

0 

and Maniages, and shall be ~d­
missible in evidence for the purpose of provmg 
the birth, baptism, na~ing, dedication, death, 
burial or marriage to whwh the entry relates. 

CH.A.PTER VI. 

RuLES. 

32. The Governor General in Council nay, 
Power for Governor from time to time, make 

General in Council to make rules-
rnles. 

(a) to fix the fees payable under this Act; 
(b) tp prescribe t~e forms required for the pur­

poses of tlns Act; 
· (c) to prescribe the time within which, and the 

mode in which, persons authorized under 
this Act to give not.ice of a birth or 
death to a B.egi~?trar of Births and 
Deaths must give the notice ; 

. t to be kept, an 
(d) to prescribe the regis ers . h'ch Regis-

the form and manner tn w ~ . is-
. t1·ars of Births and Dealh~ ~-e ~c~e~nd 

ter births and deat~s un et t 1.s to 'send 
the intervals at whiCh they m~ 

1 
d 

true copies of the entries of bn·t JS an . 
deaths in the registers kept by them ' 

• · 1 hich the de-(e) to pre~CI·~be t~e par~teu ars w ·. . d b 
scriptive hst or lists to be ytepa.re ~ 
the Commissioners appomted · uudet 
Chapter V are to contain, and the 
manner in which they are to r_efer to 
the records or re"'isters, or portiOnS of 
records orregiste~·s to which they relate;. 
aud 

(f) generally to carry out the purposes of this 
.Act. 

33. (1) 'l'he Governor General in Cou~cii 
shall, before makmg 

Proccc~ure for m~king ~nd rules under the last fore­
pubhc~twn of mlcs. going section, publish a· 
draft of the proposed rul es in such m~nuer .as 
may, in his opinion, be su!:licient for the mforma­
tiou of persons likely to be affected thereby. 

(fJ) Tbere shall be published with _the draft a 
note specifyiug a date at or after wlnch the draft 
will be taken into consideration. 

(3) 'l'he Govet·nor General in Qouncil shall _re­
ceive and consider any objection or suggestiOn 
which may be made by any person with respect · 
to the draft before the date so specified. 

(4.) Every rule made under t~is section shall b_e 
published in the Gazette of I nrlw, anrl tbe ptt?h­
cation in the Ga~ettc of Iuclia of a rule purportmg 
to be made under the last foregoing section shall. 
be conclusive evidence that it has been duly 
made. 

ST.A.'l.'EMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

IT is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of births and. deaths 
for the benefit of such classes of the community as would be likely to avail themselves of such registra­
tion, (2) to establish general registry offices for keeping registers of th~ births and dea,ths so regis~ 
tered, and of marriages registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Ma.rriage Act, 1872 
(XV of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving evidential value to certain existing registers of 
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no law. . · 

• 2. The subject of the registration of births and deaths among Europeans in India has been long 
under the consideration of the Government, whose attention has, moreover, been frequently directed to 
it by memorials from various Christian religious bodies urging very strongly the need for legislation. 

3. The Indian Statute-book contains at present no general law for the registration of births and 
deaths. There are, indeed, enactments which provide for the registration of births and deaths within 
certain specified areas, principally municipalities and ca.ntonments, but, in the first place, these enact­
ments are strictly local in their nature, leaving the greater portion of the country unprovided for and 
in the next place, their provisions, being directed primarily to statistical purposes, are not of ;uch ~ 
nature as to make the registers of births and deaths kept under them of value for p1:1rposes of evidence. 

4. As to the numerous registers of baptisms and burials which are kept by ministe1·s of religion 
~ all p~ts of the cou»;try, it is doubtful how far they can be relied on for giving accurately the requi~ 
mte particulars as to b1rths and deaths, and most o£ them would, moreover, be inadmissible in evidence. 

. 5. This being the state of the law, and considering the importance of the subject generaU and 
the memorials above referred .to, and having regard to the fact that references are frequently rZ;de to 

• I 
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the Secretary of State for India and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con­
nection with questions invo~ving larg? individual interests such a rights to property, t~~ .Governme~ll; 
of India is of. opinion that it is exped1ent to enact a permissive law under which full famhtJes for regts­
tering births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these events. 

6. , As to the second ~bject of the Bill, it . is obvious that no system of' registration of births and 
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certain centres, 
of general offices where the information registered at the various local offices shall be collected and so 
arranged as to be readily available for public reference. 

7. In this connection, the attention of the Government of India has been directed to the unsatis­
factory nature of the system of registration of marriages 'under the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 
1872, aud Act III of 1872. 

, Documentary evidence of all marriages under the former Act is, by the provisions of the A.ct or 
the orders thereunder, sent to the Secretary to t.he JJocal Government, who is also empowered to gr~nt 
certified copies which are receivable in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that. no~b~ng 

. further was required. But, as a matter of fact, not only are no arrangements made for mamtammg 
an iudex to the marriages the records of which are retained in the local Secretariat, but th~ greater 
portion of the marriage records which are received in the local Secretariat have, under sectiOn 81 of 
the .A.ct and the orders in force, to be seat on in o1·igimtl to the Government of India in the H?me 
Department for transmission to the Secretary of State; so that the greater number of the marrmge 
records which reach the local Secretariat do not remain there for purposes of reference, and such as do 
remain are, owing to the absence of an index, prnctically valueless. 

As to Act III of 1872, this Act makes no provision ·for the marriages solemnized under it being 
reported to any cenLral authority. The marriage-certificate books for which it provides are ret~ined 
by the Registrar, who is not even required to index them. Their value as records of the marrmge!l 
to which they refer is accordiugly much diminished. 

8. 'rhe Government of India have, therefore, availed themselves of the opportunity of the pro­
posed legislation for the registration of births and deaths to remove these defects in the marriage­
registration law, by providing for general registry offices fo1· keeping registers, not only of the births 
aud deaths which may be registered under the proposed law, but also of marriages which may be 
registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872. 

!J, 'rhe present Bill extends (section 2) to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards sub­
jects of Her ~Iajesty, to the dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance with Her Majesty. 

10. .t>-s there seems to be no way of utilizing for the special purposes in view the compulsory 
system of registration of births and deaths which is prescribed by the local laws referred to in para­
graph 3 above, or of separating the registration of the limited classes affected by the Bill from that of 
the general population which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save' the laws 
providing for the registration of births and deaths within particular local areas at present . in force 
or which may hereafter be passed; and this is done by section 4. The result of this section will, 
therefore, be that the persons to whom the provisions of th"' Bill relating to the registration of births 
and deaths are applicable will be bound, as heretofore, to satisfy the statistical requirements of such 
local Acts, and will be at liberty to re-register births and deaths under the Bill ·for evidential purposes. 

11. Chapter II provides (section 5) for the establishment by the Local Governments of general re­
.gistry offices of births, deaths and roarriages,and the appointment of Registrars General of Births,Deaths, 
and Marriages. By section 6 indexes are to be kept at the genero.l registry offices of all the certified 
copie11 of registers which may be sent to them under the Bill or under Act. III of 1872 or the Indian 
Christinn Marriage Act, 1872. These indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and 
copies of the entries in the certified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all 
persons applying for them; o.ud such copies o.re (section 8) to be admissible in evidence. By section 9 
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Registrars of Births and Deaths. 

12. Chapter III deals with the subject of registration of births o.nd deaths. Section. 10 defines 
the persons whose births and deaths are registrable as, in British India, the membEJrs of every race, sect 
or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 1865, applies-and in respect of which an order under section 
332 of that Act is not for tb.e time being in force, and all persons p1·ofessing the Christian religion, and 
in Native States all like persons who are British subjects. These provisions of the Bill will therefore, 
generally speaking, apply to East Indians; Jews, Armenians and Parsis as well as to Europeans and 
Native Christians. These are believed to be the only classes of persons in the country who are likely 
to avail themselves of the benefits of a law of this nature. 

· 13. The chapter then provides for a registration establishment, empowering (sections 11 and 12) 
the Local Government in British India and the Governor General i~ Council in Native States to ap­
point either by name or by virtue of their office fit persons to be Registrars of Births and Deaths for 
definite local areas. It is proposed to appoint under the general powers given by these sections persons 
authorized or licensed to perform marriages under either Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian 
Marriage Act, 1872, and, in order to provide for the receipt of notices from persons who may prefer not 
to resort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended should be 
appointed for each local area. for which a. person who is also a Marriage Registrar is appointed. It is 
to the latter class of Registrars that sections 13 and 14, which lay down certain provisions as to the 
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office or such Registrars, an~ for the filling up tempqrary vacancies in the office of such ~egistrars, d~e 
intended to apply. Section 15 provides for the supply of register books and the preservatiOn of recor • 

14. The chapter next treats of the mode of registration. It imposes (secti?n 16) a du:h '0£ 
every Registrar of Births and Deaths to make an entry in his register book of nll b1rths and den s 0 

which notice may be given to him within the prescribed time and in the prescribed mode by a £i~s~n 
authol'ized to give him such notice. It then (sections 17 and 18) specifies the persons who s a e 
authorized to give notice of births and deaths respectively. 

Section 19 provides that the entry of the birth or death is to be signeq by the person. giving 
notice, and declares that unbil it is so signed the birth or death shall not be deemed to be reg1ste~ed. 
By section 20 every Hegiswar of Births and Deaths is required to give on application made at the. t1mo 
of registering auy birth or death by the person giving notice of the same, and on payment by lum of 
the p\·escribed fee, a certificate of having registered the birth or death. 

Section 21 provides for the sending by every Registrar of Births and Deaths at prescri?ed .inte~­
vals to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages of certified copies of all entr1es 1~ his 
register books. In the case of Reaist1·ars iu British India, the copies are to be sent to the Reg1strar 
General within whose jurisdiction the local areas for which the Rerristrar is appointed is situate, an 
exception being made in the case of Registrars who are clergymen ot the Churches of England, Rome 
and Scotland, who may send them to their ecclesiastical superiors to be forwarded by them to the 
Registrar General. In the case of Registrars in Nativ~ Sta.tes, the ,copies ?'re t? be _sent to such one 
of the Registrars General as the Governor General in Con1iC1l may, by notificatiOn ~n the Gaz_e.tte ?f 
India, direct in · this behalf. Section 22 provides for searches, and gran~ of cop1es of entr1es m 
register books which shall be admi~sible in evidence. 

15. Sections 23 and 24 prescribe penalties of imprisonment which may extend to three years and 
fine for wilfully ,.ivinrr false information to a Registrar of Births and Deaths, and of fine, which may 
extend to five h;ndred.rupees, for Registrars of Births and Deaths omitting to enter births or deaths 
in the register or losing or injuring register books. 

16. Lastly, section 25 prescribes the procedure by which errors in the form or 1mbstance of any 
entry in a register book of births and deaths may be corrected. 

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in Act III of 1872 and the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which are necessa1·y in order to make the provisions of these Acts fit ,in 
with the soheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entries in the registers kept under these 
Acts are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

18. Chapter V deals with the last of the three snbjeots refenoed to in -the fir st paragraph of this 
Statement. As noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or burials are at present kept 
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers of marriages were also similarly kept be­
fore the marriage-registl-atiou law came into force. Most of these registers are, as the ·law now stands 
inadmissible in evidence, and pos.sibly many of them should never be admitted in evidence owing to th~ 
irregula.r manner in which they have been compiled. At the same time, others are prol,>ably fit for 
admission as pu~lic registers. Under the~e circumstances, i~ seems advisable to follow the analogy o£ . 
wha.t was done m, England (see 3 & 4 V1c,, c. 92) and prov1de a procedure under which suoh of these 
registers as are worthy of recognition may be validated and certified copies of entries made in them 
declared admissible in evidence. This is accor.dingly done by Chapter V. 

. .19. That chapter first (section 2~) declare~ that any .person having custody of any such records may, 
mth!n one year from the ~ate on wh10h th~ B1~l co~es. mto .force, send them to the Registrar General 
of B1~ths, Deaths and Marrmges for the ~erntor1es mthm wh1ch the person re~ides, or, if he resides in 
a. Nat1!e State, to such one ~f those Re~strars General ~9 the Governor General-in Council, by notifica­
tion, du·ects. It then (section 29) prov1des for the appomtlllent by the Gover-nor Geneml in Council of 
Commissioners to examine the registers so sent to the various Registrars General and prescribes (sec­
tion 80) the.duties of ~he Commissioners, which are. to inquire into the state, cu~tody and authenticity 
of every reg1ster subrmtted to them, and to prepare hats of all such 1•egisters or portions o£ registers as 
they find to ~e accurate ~nd faithful,, and to ?ertify upon s?me part of ~very book or volupre containin 
any such reg1ster or portiOn of a reg1ster as 1s referred to m any such hst that it is one of the registe ~ 
refe,rred to in the 1!st. Section 31 permits,. on pay~ent of a fee, s~m·ches .to be mado of the lists ~0 .prep~r~d, a!ld p~ov1des fo1· the grant of oert1fied copws of the entr1es _in tlie r-egiste1•s which shali be 
adml&Bible m eVIdence. 

20: Finally1 Chapte~ VI (sections 32 and 3~) empojVerl' the Governor General ill Connoil to make 
rules mth regard to c~rtam matter~ co!lnected w1th the purposes of the A,9t, and presoribes the usual 
procedure for the makmg and pubhcatl~n of such rules. 

~he~ Ja11uary 1886, 
{Signed) c. P, lLBERT, 

R. J. CROSTHWAITE, 

Officiating Secretary to the Governmellt of lndia. 
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[Published with the '' Bombay Governent Gazette" on the 29th Jantta1'y 1885.] 

.· 
PART VI. 

BILLS ·OF THE GOVERNMENT 0 F IN 0 I A. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced iuto the 
Council of the Governor Gimeral of India for the 

purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
16th Janua.ry 1885, and was referred to a Select 
Committee :-

No. 1 of 1885. 

TI-IE BIR'l'II~rDEATHS AND :MAR­
RIAGES REGISTRA'i'ION BILL, 

1885. 

CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

SiCl'lOI'!. 

1. Short tit.le and commencement. 
2. Lqcal extent. 

3. Definitions. 
4. Saving of local laws. 

CHAPTEH II. 

GliNERAL R],;GISTRY OFFICES OF BIRTHS, DEATHS 

AND WL\RRIAGES. 

5. Establishment of general registry offices and 
appointment of Registrars Genera-l. 

6. Indexes to be kept at general registry office. 
7. Indexes to be open to inspection. 
8. Copies of entries to be admissible in evidence. 
9. Superintendcn~e of Registrars by Registrar 

General. 

CHAPTER III. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

A.-.tl.pplicatio1~ of tMs Cltapter. 

10. Persons whose births and deaths are .regis­
trable. 

vr.·--2-I 

SucT!mr. 
B.-Reg;_sll'aliM Establi~hmcnt. 

11. Power for Local Government to appoint 
Registrm·s for its territo .·ics. 

12. power for Governor General in Council to 
appoitot Rcgisttars of Births and Deatha 
for Native Stritcs. 

13. Office and attendance .of Registrar. 
14. Ab.•enco of Registr!l.l' ft·om his di~trict or 

v~cancy in his office. 
15. Register books t.o bo supplied and presorva.­

tioh of rcconls to be provided for. 

0.-Mocle of Registration ... 

16. Duty of Registmr to enter births and 
deaths of which nolico is given in te· 
gister. 

17. Persons authorized to give notice of birtlt. 
18. Persons n.uthorized to give notice of death. 
19. Entry of bit·th ot· death to be signed b1 

person giving notice. 
20. Grant of certificate of registration of birl.h 

or deu,th. 
21. Duty of l'tegistro.r~ as to sending certified 

copies of entries in rcgiste1· books kl 
Registrar Gcneml. 

22. Searches and copies of entries in regiatcr 
books. 

D.-Penalties. 

23. Penalty for wilfully giving false informa­
tion. 

24. Penalty for omission to enter birth or death 
in register, or loss of register. 

E.-Correction of Error1. 

25. Correction of entry in register of birth11 and 
deaths. 

CHAP'l'ER IV. 

AMENDMENT OF MARRIAGE AcTs, 1872. 
26. Addition of new Rection after section 13, 

Act III of 1872. 
27. Amendment of the Indian Christian .Mar 

riage Act, 187£. 



CHAPTER V. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN li:XISTING 

REGISTERS. 

SECl'ION. 

28. Permission to persons having custody of 
certn.in records to send them within one 
year to Registrar General. 

29. Appointment of Commissioners to examine 

registers. 
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SECTION. 
30 Duties of Commissioners 

· . d by Commissioners 
31. Searches of lists prepare f t · 

and grant of certified copies 0 en rtes. 

CHAPTER VI. 
Ruus. 

32. Power for Governor General in Council to 
mnke t•ules. · . · · f 

33. Proced,.re for making and pnbhcahon o 
rules. 

The Bi1·ths,' Deaths and MmTiages R egistmtion Bill, 1885. 
(Ohapte1· 1.-P?·ehminm·!t-Sections 1-4. OltazJtcl' II.-General Regist?·!f OOices of 

· Bi?'lhs, Deaths and M(m·ia.ges.-Sections 5-6). 

A Bill to p1·ovide f01· the volu.nla1·y Regist1·cttion of 4. Nothing in this Act, or in n.ny rule made 
certctin Bi1·tlts and Dea.ths, .fo1' the e.•tabl·islwwnt . nuder this Act, shall 
of Geucml Registry O.flices for l•eeping Registers · Savmg of Ioc.,Ilaws. af:fect any law here~oforo 
of cm·tain Bi1'llts, .Deaths and illan·iages, ancl or l1ereaHer passecl P.roviding for the regrstra­
for ce1·ta·in oth?1' pu11Joses. tion of births and deaths within particular local 

areas. 

CHAP1'ER II. 

XV of 1872. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the· 
voluntary registration of births and deaths among 
certain classes of persons, for the more effectual 
registration of those births a.nd deaths and of the 
marriages registered under .Act III of 1872 or the 
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and for the 
establishment of general registry offices for keep­
ing registers of those bil'ths, deaths ancl mar­
riages; 

GENERAL REGISTrtY OFFICES oF BmTns, DEATHS 

. Mm }/(ARRIA.GES. 

[Act XV of 
1872, •. 1.] 

And whereas it is also expedient to provide for 
the collection and preservation of certain existin"' 
registers n~nde otherwise than iu the perform~ 
ance of n duty specially enjoined by the law of 
the country in which the register was kept, aucl 
to declare that copies of the entries iu those re­
gisters shall be admissible in evidence ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :-

CHAPTER I. 
PllELIMINA!tY. 

Short titlo 11n<l com­
mcncomqnt, 

tion .Act, 1885; and 

1. ( 1) This Act may be 
called tho Births, Deaths 
and Marriages Registra-

'(~) It shnll come into force ou such clay as the 
Governor General in Council, by notification in 
the Gazette of Inclia, directs. 

2. This Act extends to the whole of British 
Locnl extent. India, and, S? far only as 

reg::wds subJects of Her 
~aiesty, to the dominions of Princes and States 
m India in alliance with Her l\Iajesty. 

In this Act, unless there is something repu"'-
Deflnitions, nant in the subject ~r 

context,-
" prescribed" means ~rescribed by a rule made 

by the Governor General in Council undet· this 
Act; and 

"Registrar of Births and Deaths" means a 
_ Registrar of Bilths and· Deaths appointed uude1· 

this .Act. 

Estal>lishmcnt of general 
registry offices all(! appoint­
ment of Rcgistrm·s l~cn<:ral. 

5. (1) Each 
Government-

Local [Cf. 6 & 7 '1. 
Wm. IV, c. '\ 
86, s. 2.] 

(a) shall establish a general registry office, for 
keeping such certified copies of registers of births 
n.nd deaths registered under this .Act, or mar­
ri:'lgcs registered under Act III of 1872 (to 1J1'0-

vulo. a, forn~ of. m arriage in ce1·ta.i n cases), or the 
Indran ~hnstmn i\~ arringc .Act, 1872, as may be 
sent to lv under th1s Act, or under either of the 
two ln.st-mentioned Acts as amenclecl by this 
Act; and 

(b) ma:y, from time to time app~int to the 
ehar!Se of that office an officer, to be called tho 
Regrstrar General of Births, Den.ths and 1\far­
r!ages, for . the territories under its administra­
tiOn. ' 

(2) ~rovidecl ~hat the Governor of Bombay in 
CounCil may, wtth tlte previous sanction of the 
Gover~or General iu Council, establish two o-eue­
ralregrstry ~ffices and appoint two Regi~trars 
Gen.era.~ of Bu·tlts,. Deaths and Marria..,.es for the 
terntortes ~nder hi~ admiuisbration; o~1e of such 
~eueral rcg!stry off1ces and of such Registmrs 
~.enoral berng established and appointed for 

mdh and the other for the other territ01·ieR 
under t~e administration of the Governor of 
Bombay Ill Council. 

6. Each Registl-ar Genom! of Birtlts ])e tl .. · , · 11. IS 

Indexes to be kept at ?'nd :Marriages shall cause 
general registry office. mdexes of all the cet·ti-

. fied copies of recristers 
sent to his. office u~d~r this Act, Act III of I H72 
or the Inqraq Christian Marriage .Act 1879 ' 
aroen~ed by this Act, to be made and ke t ·w'h~s 
office m the prescribefl form. P rn rs 

XV of 1872. 

[Cf. Ac~Il[ 
of 1~i7, s. 4.] 

~ 

rcr. 6& 1 
Wm. IV, a. 
67, ss. 3i &38. 
~'icc also Act 
IU of 1Si7, 
s. 7it] 
XV of 1872. 



8-3 

'l.'he Bi1·ths, Deaths and Mar1·iages Regist?·ation Bill, 1885. 

( Chapte1· II.-Geneml Reg·ist1·y Offices of Bi·rths, Deaths ancl Jl1.an·iages.-Seotions 7-9.) · 
(Chapte1· III.-Re,qist1·ation of Bi1·ths and Deaths.-Sections 10-16.) 

X of 1865. 

[Cf. Act III 
of 187i, a. 
1:1. ] 

7. Subject to the payment or the prescribed 
fees, t he indexes so made 

Indexes to be open to shnJl be at all reasonable 
inspection. 

. times open to inspection 
by any per!lon applying to inspect them, and 
copies of entries in the certified copies of the re­
gisters to which they relate shall be given to·all 
persons applying for them. 

8. A copy of an entry giveu nnde1· the last 
~ . r . foregoiug section shall be 

adm~r~fb!e0in ·~~ld~~c!0 be signed by the Registrar 
· General of Births, Deaths 

and Marriages, and shall be admissible in evi­
dence for the purpose of proving the birth, death 
or marriage to which the entry relates. 

9. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
Superintemlcnce of Rc- and Marriages shall ex-

gistrars by Registrar ercise a g~nm·al supcriu-
Gcnernl. tenueuce over the Regis-
tl·ars of Births and Deaths in the territories for 
which he is appointed. 

CHAPTER III. 

REGISTRATION OF BIR1'IIS .\ND D EATHS. 

A.-Application of this Ohapte?', 

10. The persons whose births and deaths 
shall be registrable under 

Persons whose births aml 
deaths arc registrable. · this chapter are as fol-

lows; namely:-
(a) in British India, the members of el"ery race, 

sect or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 
1865, applies, and in respect of which an order 
under section 332 of that Act is not for the time 
b~ing in fot·ce, and all persons ·professing the 
Christian religion ; 

(b) in the dominions of Princes and States iu 
India in alliance with Her Maj~sty, subjects of 
Her Majesty being members of a like race, sect 
or tribe or professing the Christian religion. 

B.-RegistHtl·ion Eslab/-i.;;hment. 
11. (1) The· Local Govel'llment may, from 
Power for Local Govern- time to time, ltppoint, 

mcnt to appoint Hcgistrars either by name or by 
for its tcnitories. virtue of theit· office, so 
many persons as it thinks fit to be Registrars of 
Births and Deaths for such local areas within the 
territories uucler its administration as it may, 
from time to time, define. 

(~) The Local Governmeut may suspend, re­
move or dismiss any person appointed under this 
section and appoint auother person in his stead. 

(3) A Registrar of Births and Deaths may re­
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern­
ment his intention to do so, n,nd, on his resignation 
being accepted by the Local Government, he shall 
be deemed to have vacated his office. 

their office, so many persons ns he thinks fit to be 
Registrars of Births and Deaths for such local 
areas within the territories of any Prince or State 
in India in alliance with Her :Majesty as he may, 
from time to time, define. 

13. (1) Every Re"'istrnr of Births and Deaths [~f. 37 AI 38 
"' b II b ffi . tl Vtc., e.88, •· s a ave an o 1cem 1e 26.] 

O~cc all!l at~en<lance of local area for which he is 
Rcgtstrar. , d 

appomte . 
(fJ ) Every. Registr[\r of Births ancl Deaths to 

whom the Local Government may direct Lhis sub­
section to npply shall :Lttend at his office for the 
purpose of re"'istering births and deaths on such 
days and at s~ch hours as the Registrar Gen~ral 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages may, from t1me 
to Lime, .direct, aucl shall cause to be placed in 
some conspicuous place on or near the outer 
door of his office, his name,. with the addition of 
Registt·ar of Births an d Deaths for the local area 
for whillh' he is appointed, and the days and 
hours of his attendance. 

14. (1) When ::tny Registrar of Birt.hs and [Cf. Ac\ Ill 

Absence of Registr . .r Deaths to w~om the :l~SJl•&· J~· 
from his district or vacancy T~ocal Government may Vic, c. 88, as. 
in his ollice. direct this section to ap- 2•1 & 25.] 

ply, not being a Registrar of Births and Deaths 
for a local area in the town of Calcutta, :Madr!!.S 
or Bombay, is absent, or when his office is . tem­
porarily vacant, any person w1wm ~lte Regts~rar 
General of .Births, Deaths :1nd ~{arrtagos appomts 
iu this behalf, or, 1u default of such o.ppoint-
ment the .J udae of the District Court within the 
local 'timits oE ~vhose )urisdiction. the Regist~·ar's 
office is situate shall be the I!.egtstrar of Btrths 
and Deaths du;·in,.,. such absence or until the 
Local Government fills the vacancy. 

(9.?) When any such Hegistrar of Bit·ths and 
Deaths for a local area iu the town of Calcutta, 
Madras or Bombay is ttbsent, or when .his office 
is temporarily vacan.t, auy person whom th~ Re­
gistrar ·General oE Btrths, Deaths ant! ll~at·rmges 
appoints in this behalf shn.ll be the Regtstrar ~f 
Births aml Deaths during such absence or unttl 
the Locn.l Government fills the vacancy. 

(3) 'L'he Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages shall report all appointments made 
undet· this section to tho Local Government. 

15. 'l'he Local Gover:tmoot shall supply )Cf. Act lll 
Register bool<s to be every I!.egistr~r or l::lirtl!s Y~-~8i7 I •• 

supplied anclprcscrvationof and Deaths wtth a snffi-
rccords to be vrovi•lc<l for. ciont number of regis ter 
books of births and of register books of deaths,· 
and shall make suitable provision for the preser-
vation of the records connected with the regis-
tration of births and uenths. 

G.-Mode of Regishratio11. 
16. Every Registrar of Birtl1s and Deaths, on [CI. G Jc. 7 

· . t f t' f b' th Wm. IV, c. 
Duty of Registrar to leCelp o n~ l~eo a 11' 81), n. 17" 

enter births and dc:.ths of or death wtthm tho local 18; al10 Act 
wh!cb notice is given iu area for which he is np- III o£1877, s." 
rcg~stcr. pointed shall if the no- JG.] 

12. The GovernorGeueral in Council may, from tice is given within the preset-ibed time and in 
the prescribed mode by a. person authorized by 
this Act to give the notice, forthwith make an 
eu~ry of the birth or death in the proper register 
book. 

Power for Governor Ge­
neral in Council to appoint 
Registrars of Births and 
Deaths for Nnth•e States. 

time to time, by notifi­
cation in the Gttzette of 
India, appoint, either by 
name or by. virtue of 
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(C£. 37 .II 38 
Vic.. c. 88, 
•• 10.] 

17. The following persons are hereby autho- Churches of England, Rome and ~co~land, the 
Pcnons nuthorized to ri.:r.ed to give notice of a Registrar mny send the certified COJ?IeS Ill the first 

give notice of birth. b1rth, namely, the father instance to his ecclesinsticnl supeqor, who shall 
or motlJOr of the child, or, send them to the proper Registrar General of 

[Cf. 37 4: 38 
Via., c. 88, 
a. JO.) 

rcr. a1 a: as 
\'ic., c. 88, 
•. 11.] 

[Cf. 37 &: 38 
Vie., c. 88, 
•• 30.] 

iu default of. the f~ther 01: n10ther, the occupier BirthR, Deaths and Marriages. 
of the house m wlucb to h1s knowlcd"'e the child In this sub-section, "Church of England" and 
is borl), or ·any person present at the birth or "(]burch of Scotland~' me:tn the Church oi 
the person having charge of tho chi·lcl. ' Eog!fmd nud the Chu1·ch of Scotln.nd as by bw 

18. The following persons ::we hereby autho- established respectively; and "Church of Rome" 
Persona authorized to rized to givo notice of a meaus the Church which regards the Pope ,of 

give notice of death. death, namely :- Rome as its spiritual bead. 
· (a) Tn the ca.~e of any person dying iu a house (2) 'l'he provisions of sub-section ( 1) shall [Act XV of 
after the date on which this Act comes into force, apply to e1•ery Registrar of Births nud Deaths in !872, 

8
• 66.] 

the nearest relatives of tho dece:tsed present at the te1Titories of any Prince or State in India in 
the death 01· in attend:tnce during the last illness ~~;llianco with "Her Majesty, witl1 this modificati on, 
of the deceased, or, in default of such relatives, ' that the ce1·t,ified copies rdcn·ed to in that sub-
any other relative of the clecea eel d1v<Jlling or section shall be sent to such one .of the. Regis-· 
being in the local area of tlHl ·Reaistrar of Bit·ths tra1·s General of Bi l'ths, ])oaths and 1\IIarriages as 
and Death>' within which the cloc~f\SOd was n.t the' the Governor General in Oouncil, from time to 
time of his death, or, in default of such relatives, time, by notification iu the Gazelle of lnclia, ap-
nny pm·son present at the death, o1· tho occupier points in this _behalf. 
of the house iu _which to his knowledge t.he dcn:th 22. (Z) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths [Cf. G & 7 
took pl~ce, _or, 111. default ?f· the per·sons herem- · . shall, on payment of the Wn~.IV, c.S6, 
before m th1s sectiOn rnentwned, any iumute of Sc_arc~les ami copies of . ,.1 l f t 11 s. 35 ; • 
that house·, a,ncl cntrws m register· books. PI esctr JCC ?es, a n also ActXVof reasonable ttmes allow !872, a. 79.] 

(_b) i_n the case of ;tny person dying iu ::t place senr~hes to be _made !u the register. books kept 
wh10h IS not a bouse, o1· of a dead body bein"' by h1m, and g•ve·a copy oE any entry in the same. 
:found elsewhere tba.n in a lwnse afte1· the elate o~ 
which this Act comes iuto force, any 1-elative of (g) Every copy of au entry in a recrister book 
the dec~ased person. having knowledge of any of given under this section shnlt be sicr~ecl by the 
the pnrt1culm·s requll'ed to be recristered concern- .Registrar of Births and Deaths, and" slmll be ad­
ing the death, or, in default-of ~uch relative, any missi~)le ju evidence fm·.the purpose of proving 
person present at the death, or finding, or taking the b1rth or death to whiCh the entry relates. 

charge of, the body. D.-Penalties. 

23. I£ any person wilfully makes, or causes to [Cf. 6 lr. 7 19. (1) \VJJeu an ent1·y of a bit·th or death has 
Entry oi-birth or clcnth been made by the Regis, 

~be si~.:ncc\ by vcrson gi•· trnr of Bi1·tbs and Deaths .Penalty for wilfully <>iv· 
IDg uotrco. as I'Oqni1·ed by section 16, ing f;dso information. o 

be made, fo1· t he purpose Wm. IV, 
E I . . t d . c. 86, s. 41 : 

o ~elllg 1nser ~ m any, 37 & 38 Vic., 

the person giviug notice of the birth o1· cleath 
JDnRt sign the ontry iu the register in the pre­
sent.:e uf the Jtegistrar. 

(QI) UnJ,iJ tire entry has been so sianecl t;he 
birth or death shall n'ot be deemou to 

0

be l:e"'is-
tet·ed uuuer bhis Act. "' 

20. 'l'he Registrar of Births and Deaths sha.Jl, 
Ornnt of cwtificntc of on t~pplic!~tion made at 

" '!:i•trat-ion of birth or the t.ime of re:ristering 
<lonth. · . any birth or death by tho 
pe1·son giving notice of t.be birth or d<>ath aud 
on pnyrnen~ by ltiw of ~·~e pr~scribed fee,' give 
to the apphcant a cert1licate w the prescribed 

•form, signee! IJy the Registrar, of ha.ving regis­
tered the bi1·th Ol' death. 

r eg-1ster of b1rths o1· c. 88, •· 40: 
deaths, any fnlse statement in connection with Act XV of 
auy notice of a birth or deatl1 under this Act be 

1872
• •· 

66
·1 

sh,~ll be puilishCJcl with imprisonment for :t term , 
wht.ch mny extend to three years and with fine. . 

24. IE any Registrar of Births a1~d Deaths [3i & 38Vic., 
Pcunlty for omission t•> refuses, or W1tf10nt rea- c. 88, a. 35.] 

c!•ter birth or dc"th !" rc- souable ca11se omits to 
gJster, 01' loss of rcgrstcr. mal-e • t . t'· ' . . . ' au en rY. 1n ne pro-
per regrster of any bn·th or death which he ouo-ht 
so t? entet· uuder this Act, or if any pe1·~on 
luwmg the custody of a.ny register book of births 
?~". death.s carelessly lose· or injures or allows the 
lll]~l'Y of the book, he shall be punished with fino 
whtch m:ty extend to five hunched rupees. 

[Cf. 8 k 7 21. (1) Every Registra1· of Births and Deaths 
:':'m.;.~X2 ~ Duty of llcgintrors na to in B1·inish India shall 

E.-Corl'ect·ion of En-ors: 

3.i. &bo Act send~ug_ oorti~c<l copies of · send to the Registra1· 
IUof 1877 •· outr!ca 111 rcg•atcr books to General of Births Deaths 
ISG ) ' Reb'UltrlLI' Genorv.l. . , 

· . . . . . a~d 1\{arrtages for the 
terl'ltorJes w1th1D wh1ch the local area fot• which 
he is appointed is sit~ate, at the prescribed inter-

. ynls, & t~ue C?PY, certified by him undet• his baud, 
m the presCI'Ibed form, of all tho entries of bi1·ths 
ll!ltl deaths in the register book· kept by him 
s1nce the last of those intervals: 

. Provided that, in the case of Registrars of 
Births and Deaths who are clergymen of the 

· 25. (1) If :1. Registrar. of Births and Deaths [Cf. 6 & 7 
Correction of entry iu rc· d tscovers any error in the Wm. 1 V, 

gistcr of l!irths and deaths. f<ll'lll or substance of any c. 8G, a.·~: 
etttry of a birth·or deat-h in 37 & 38 Vle., 

~uy register kept by him ,under t.his Act, h~ may So:~!,::; ~~t 
m the P!'esence of the pet·sons who gave the riotic~ XV o.f l87ll, 
of the bn·th. or death, or; in case of their death 8

• 78.J 
or. absence, Ill the presence of two other credible 
w_ttnes~es, correct the erro1· by entry in the mar-
grn, wttho~t any altera~ion of the original entr 
and shall s1gu the mat·gmal entry and add there[~ 
the date of the correctwu. 

I' 

\ 
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(2) Every ·entry ~ade unc~er this section mm~t 
be attested by the witnesses m whose presence It 
was made. 

· (3) If a certified copy of the entry bas already 
been sent to the Registrar General of Births, 
Deaths and :MarriaCl'es, the Registrar of Births 
and Deaths shall m~ke and send a separate certi­
fied copy of the original erroneous entrj"i1nd of 
the marginal correction therein made. 

CHA.PTER IV. 

A~tENDMENl' oF X.!LmRuoE AcTs, 1872. 

26. After section 13 of Act III of 1872 (to 

Addition of new section 
after section 13, Act III of 
1872. 

p1·ovicle a jol'm of -mcw­
?·ii:t.ge in ce1 tain cases), 
the fo llowing section shall 
be inserted :-

" l3A. The Registrar shall send to the 

Transmission of ccrtifie<l 
copies o£ entries in mar~ 
riagc-ccrtificatc book to the 
Registrar General of Births, 
Deaths and ~farrjagcs. 

Registrar General of 
Bir·ths, De"'ths and Mar­
riao·es for the territories 
within which his district 
is situate, at such inter­
va,ls as the Governor 

General in Council, from time to time, directs, a 
true copy certified by him under his lra.nd, in 
such fo r·m as the Governor General in Council, 
from time to time, prescribes, of n.ll entries made 
by him iu the said ma,rriage-certifica,te book 
since the last of such iute'rvals." 

Amendment of the In­
dian Christian 1\farriagc 
Act, 1872. 

27. In the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 
1872, the following 
amendments shall be 

made, namely :....:.. 

(a) at 'the end of section 3 the words "'Regis­
trar Geueml of Births, Deaths a,ud 
Marriages' means a l'tegistrar Genera,! 
of · Births, Deaths and Maniagos a,p­
pointed under the Births, Deaths and 
:Ma,rriages Registration .A.ct, 1885," 
shall be added; 

{b) 

(c) 

(IZ) 

for the words " Secretary to the Local Gov-
ernment", wherever they occur, and 
for the words " Secretary to a Local 
Government" in· section 79, the words 
" Registrar General of Bi1·ths, Deaths 
and Marriages" shall be substituted; 

for the words ~'at such places as the Local 
Government directs" in section 62, the 
words " in the office of the Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and MaiTiages 
for the territories of the Local Govern­
ment by which the person who keeps 
the register-book was licensed " shall 
be substituted; 

in section 81, after the words " Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and Mar­
riages'' the words " in England" shall 
be added. 

CHA.PTER V. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING 
RWISTERS. 

28. If any person in British India, or in the [C_f. 3 & 4 
dominions of any Prince Vto., c. 92, 
or State in India , in a. 1.] 

alliance with Her Ma-

Permission to persona 
ha.vi n" custody of ccr·tnin 
records to scn<l them within 
ono yen.r to Registrar Gene­
ral. 

jesty, hn.s for the time 
being the custody of any 

·register 01~ recor·d of birth, baptism, naming, 
dedication, cleath Ol' burin.! of auy persons of the 
classes specified in section 10, or of a,ny register 
or record of tnatTiage of persons o.f the class of 
those to whom Act III of 1872 01' the indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 1572, n.pplies, and, if XV of 1872. 
such register or record has been made by him 
otherwise thau in perfurmance of a duty specially 
enjoined by the law of the country iu which the 
registe1· or record was kept, he may, within one 
year from the date on which this Act comes into 
force, send the register or rec01·cl to the office of 
the H.egist1•a,r Goneral of Births, Deaths and 
:Marria,ges fo1· the territories within which he 
resides, or, iE he resides withiu the dominions of 
a,ny such Prince or Stat.e a,s aforesaid, to such 
one of the Registrars General as a,roresaid as the 
Govemor General in Council, by notification in 
the Go.zetlc of india, from time to time, directs 
in this behalf. 

29. (.1) The Governor General in Council may 

Appointment of Com­
missioners to examine rc. 
gistcrs. 

appoint so many persons 
as he thinks fit to be Com­
missioners for examining 
tho registers or records 

sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and :Nln.rriages under the last foregoing section. 

(2) The Commissioners so n.ppoiuted shall hold 
office for such period as the Governor General in 
Council, by the order of appointment, or any sub­
sequent order, directs. 

30 (1) 'l'he Commissioners appointed under the 
. . last foregoing section shall 

Duttes of Commta· enquire into the state, aioucrs. 
custody and authenticity 

of every such register or record a,s may be sent 
to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages under section 28, 

· and shall, from time to time, deliver to the 
Registrar General a descriptive list or lists of all 
such registers or records, or portions of registers 
or records, as they find to be accurate and faithful. 

(2) 'l'he list or lists shall contain the prescribed 
particulars and refer to. the registers or records, 
or to the portions of the registers or records, in 
the prescribed manner. • 

( 3) · 'rhe Com~issioners shall aleo certify in 
miting, upon some part of every separate book or 
volume containing any such register or record, or 
portion of a register or record, as is referred to in 
any list or lists made by the Commissioners, that 

[Of. 3 & 
Vic., c. 
a. 2,] . 

[Of. 3&4 
Vic., c. 
88, 21Uld 
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[t'f. 3 & .., 
Vic:., o. !'2, s. 
5.] 

[Cf. 37 & 38 
Vic., c. 88, 
•· 27 ;also · 
Act XV of 
1872, •• 82.] 
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f (d) to prescribe the registers to be. kepRt, a~d 

it is one of the registers or records, or po~·ti~ns o the form and manuel' in whwh e~~ss-
registers or records, referred to in the so.Jd hst or trars of Births aud Deaths are to reo -
lists. te~· births and deaths under this .A.ct, an~ 

31. (1) Subject to the payment of t.be p;e- the intervals at which _they ar~ to send 
. Searches of lists pre· s?rib~d fees .the descr~p- true copies of the entr1es of bn·ths an 
pared by Commissioners bve hst or ltsts of regis- deaths in the registers kept by them; 
and grant of certified copies ters or records, or por- h' 1. th de 
r · (e) to p1·escr1'be the particulars 'IV lCU e • o entr~cs. tiuns of registers or 1 by 

h scriptive list or lists to be yreparec . 
records delivered by the Commissioners to t e the Commissioners appowted un~e1 
Registrar General of Births, De .. ~bs and Mar- Chapter y 'are to contain, and the 
riages shall he, at aU reasonable ~nues, open to manner in which they are to r.efer to 
inspection by any perso~ .npplymg to. mspect the records or registers, ?r portwns of 
them, aud copies of entries m those regls~ers or records or registers to whiCh they relat_e; 
records shall be given to all persons applymg for . 
them. and 

(2) A copy of an entry give~ under this sec- (f) generally to carry out the purposes of this 
tion shall be sigued by the Reg1strar General of .A.ct. 
Births, Deaths and :i\ial'l'iages, and shall be ?-P.- 33. (l) The Governor General in Cou~cil 
missible in evidence for the purpose of provmg shall, before makmg 
the birth, baptism, naming, dedication, death, Procedure for makiJJgan<l rules under the last fore-
burial or marriage to which the entry relates. publication or rules . going section, publish a 

draft of the proposed rules in such m~nner as 
may, in l1is opiuion, be suBicient for the mforma­
tion of persons likely to be affected thereby. CH.A.PT ER VI. 

RuLES. 

32. The Governor General in Council r::w.y, 
Power for Governor from time to time, make 

General in Council to make rules-
rulcs. 

(a.) 
(b) 

to fix the fees payable under this .A.ct ; ' 
to prescribe the forms required for the pur­

poses of this Act; 
(c) to prescribe the time within which, and the 

mode in which, persons authorized under 
this .A.ct to give notice o£ a birth or 
death to n Registrar of Births and 
Deaths must give the notice ; 

(2) There shaH be published with .the draft a 
note specifying a date ~t or a~ter whwh the draft 
will be taken into consJderatJOn. 

(3) The Gov:ernor Gener~l i~ Council shall .re­
ceive and consider any obJectwn or suggestion 
which may be· made by any person with respect 
to the draft before the date so srecified. 

. (4) . Every rule made under this sectiou shall b.e 
published in the Gazette of Intlia, and the ptt?h­
cntiou in the Gctzatte of India of a rule purportmg 
to, be made under the last foregoing section shall 
be conclusive evidence that it has been duly 

· made. 

ST.A.TEllfEN'f OF OBJECTS .A.ND REASONS. 

IT is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of births and deaths 
for the benefit of such classes of the community as would be likely to avail themselves of such registra­
tion, (2) to establish geneml registry offices for keeping registe1·s of the births and deaths so regis­
tered, and of marr·iages registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marr·iage .Act, 1872 
(X \T of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving evidential value to certain existing registers of 
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no law. 

2. 'fhe subject of the registration of births and deaths among Europeans in India has been long 
under the consideration of the Government, whose attention has, moreover, been frequently directed to 
it by memorials from various Christian religious bodies urging very strongly the need for legislation. 

3. 'l'he India.n Statute-book contains at present no general law for the registration of birtl1s ancl 
deaths. 'fhere are, indeed, enactments which provide for the 1:egistrntion of births and deaths within 
_certain specified areas, principally municipalities and cant<>nments, but, in the first place, these enact­
ments are strictly local in their nature, leaving the greater portion of the country unprovided for, and 
in the next place, their provisions, being directed primarily to statistical purposes, are uot of such ~ 
nature as to make the registers of births and deaths kept nuder them of value for pHrposes of evidence. 

4. As to the numerous registers of baptisms and burials' which are kept by ministe .. s of religion 
i~ all pa~ts or the cou~try, it is doubtful how far they cari be relied on for givi~g accurately the requi­
BJte particulars as to births and deaths, and most of them would, moreover, be madmissible in evidence. 

5. ~is being the sta,te of the law, a~d considering the importance of the subject generally, and 
the memor1ala above referred· to, and haV1ng regard to the fact that references are frequently made to 

-' 
( 
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the Secretary of State for India and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con­
nection with questions involving large individual interests such as rights to property, the Governme_nt 
of India is of opinion that it is expedient to enact a permissive law under which full facilities for regiS­
tering births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these event-s. 

6. As to the second object of the Bill, it is obvious that no system of registration of births and 
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certaiP centres, 
of general offices where the information registered at the various local offices shall be collected and so 
arranged as to be readiiy available for public reference. 

7. In this connection, the attention of the Government of Inilia has been directed to the unsatis­
·factory nature of the system of registration of marriages under the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 
1872, and Act. III of 1872. 

. Documentary evidence of all marriages under the former Act is, by the provisions of the Ac~ or 
the orders thereunder, sent to the Secretary to t.he Local Government, who is also empowered to grant 
certified copies which are receivable in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that nothing 

· further was required. But, as a matter of fact, not only are no arrangements made for maintaining 
an index to the marriages the records of which .are retained in the local Secretariat~ but the greater 
portion of the marriage records which are received in the local Secretariat have, under section 81 of 
the Act and the orders in force, to be sent on in original to the Government of India in the Home 
Department for transmission to the Secretary of State; so that the greater number of the marriage 
records which reach the loc!ll Secretariat do not remain there for purposes of reference, and such as do 
remain are, owing to tho absence of an index, practically valueless . 

.As to Act III of 1872, this Act makes uo provision for the marriages solemnized under it being 
reported to auy·central auth01·ity. The mal'l'iage-certificato books for which it provides are ret~ined 
by the Registrar, who is uot even required to index them. Their value as records of the marriages 
to which they refe1· is accordingly much diminished. 

8. The Govemmeut of India have, therefore, availed themselves of the opportunity of the pro­
posed legislation for the registration of births and deaths to remove these d~fects in the marriage­
registrat.ion law, by providing for general registry offices for keeping register::~, not ouly of the births 
and deaths which may be registered under the proposed law, but also of marriages which may be 
registered under .Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian .Marriage Act, 1872. 

9. The present Bill extends (section 2) to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards sub­
jects of Her Majesty, to the dominions of Princes aml States in India in alliance with Her 'Majesty. 

10. As there seems to be no way of utili11ing for tho special purposes in view the compulsory 
system of registration of births and deaths which is prescribed by the local laws referred to in para­
graph 3 above, or of separating the registration of the limited classes affected by the Bill from that of 
the general1Jopulation which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save the Jaws 
providing for tho registration of qirths and deaths within particular local areas at present in force 
or which may hereafter be passed; and this is dono by section 4. The result of this section will, 
therefore, be that t he persons to whom the provisions of the Bill relating to the registration of births 
and deaths are applicable will be bound, as heretofore, to satisfy the statistical requirements of such 
local }. cts, and will be at liberty to re-register births and deaths under the Bill for evidential purposes. 

11. Chnpter II provides (section 5) for the establishment by the Local Governments of geue.ro.l re­
gistry offices of births, tleaths and marriages,and the appointment of Registrars General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages. By section 6 indexes are to be kept at the general registry offices of all the certified 
copie11 of registers which may be sent to them under the Bill or under Act III of 1872 or the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 18'72. 'l'hese indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and 
copies of the entries in the certified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all 
persons applying for thorn ; and such copies are (section 8) to be admissible in evidence. By section 9 
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Registrars of Births and Deaths. 

12. Chapter III deals with the subject of registrntion of births and deaths. Section. 10 defines 
the persons whose births and deaths are registrable as, in British India, the membars of every race, sect 
or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 1865, applies and in respect of which an order under section 
332 of that .Act is not for the time being in force, and all persons professing the Christian religion, ancl 

'in Native States all like persons who are British subjects. 'l'hese p1·ovisions of the Bill will therefore, 
generally speaking, apply to E!tst Indians, Jews, Armenians and Parsis as well as to Europeans and 
.Native Christians. 'l'hese are believed to be the only classes of persons in the country who are likely 
to avail themselves of the benefits of a law of this nature. 

13. 'l'he chapter then 'provides for a registration establishment, empowering (sections 11 and 12) 
the Local Government in British India and the Governor General in Council iu Native States to ap­
point either by name or by virtue of their office fit persons to be Registrars .of Births . and Deaths for 
definite local areas. It is proposed to appoint under the general powers given by these sections persons 
authorized or licensed to perform maninges under either Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian 
Marriage Act, 1872, and, in order to provide for the receipt of notices from pet·sons who may prefer not 
to r~sort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended should be 
appomted for each loca,l area for which a person who is also a Marriage Registrar is appointed. It is 
to the latter class of Registrars that sections 13 and 14, which lay down certain provisions as.to the 
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. . · · · · th ffice of such Registrars, are 

office of such Registro.rs, and for the filhng up temporaryfvncn:u~Je~ m k e 0d the preservation of records. 
intended to apply. Section 15 provides for the supply o reg1s er oo ·san . 

14 The chapter next treats of the mode of 1:egistratiou. It imposes (secti?n 16) a 1du:L 
0£ 

every Registrar of Births and Deaths to make au entry in his register book of ~~l births and c ea ~ 0 

which notice may be given to him within the prescribed time and in the prescrd)ed mode bh a ~e{ls~n 
authorized to give him such notice. It then (sectio~s 17 and 18) specifies the persons w 0 s a e 
authorized to give notice of births and deaths respectively. 

Section 19 provides that the entry of the birth or death is to be signed by the person. giv~ndg 
notice, and declares that until it is so signed the bi.rth or. death s~all not be ~ee~1ed to be regJstei.e · 
By section 20 every Registrar of Births and Deaths IS reqmred to gtve on applicatiOn · made at the. tim~ 
of registering any birth or death by the pers?u giving no~ice of the same, and on payment by him 0 

the prescribed fee, a certificate of having reg1stered the ?trth or death. 

Section 21 provides for the sending by every Regi~t1·ar of Bi1·tl~s and D~aths at prescr~~ed .inte~·­
vals to the H.e!ristrar General of Births, Deaths and i'l'Inrrmges of cet:ttfied cop1es of all entues ~~ his 
register books~ In the case of Registrars in British Ind~a, the copie~ at·e t~ be se~t to t!te ~eg1strar 
General within whose jurisdiction the local aren.s for winch the Hegtstmr IS appointed JS s1tuate, an 
exception being made iu 'the case of Registrars wh~ ar.e clergyn~eu of the Churches of E~nglancl, Rome 
nnd Scotland, who may send them to their ecclesta.s~ICal superiOrs to ~e forwarded b) them to the 
H.egistrar General.. ln the case of I!.egistrars in Nl~tiv~ Sta.tes, the copies ?'"e t.? be .sent to sn~h one 
of the He!ristrars General as the Governor General m Connell may, by no'tdicat10n ~n the Gaze.tte ?f 
India, cli~ect in this behalf. Section 22 provides for searches, and grant of cop1es of eutrws m 
register books which shall be admissible in evidence. 

15. Sections 23 and 24 vrescribe penalties of imprisonment which may extend t6 three y~ars and 
fine for wilfnlly ."'iviD"' false inforn'lation to a Registmr of Births and Deaths, and of fine, wlnch may 
extend to five ·h;ndred. ruvees, for Hegistrars of Births and Deaths omitting ·to enter births or deaths 
in the register or losing 01: injuring register books. 

16. Lastly, section 25 J)l'escribes the procedure by which errors in the f~rm or substance of any 
entry in a register book of births and deaths may be corrected. 

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in .A.ct III of 1872 and the Ind.ian 
Christian Marriage .A.ct, 1872, which are necessa1·y in order to make the vrovisions of these Acts fit iu 
with .the scheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entries in the registers kept under these 
.A.cts· are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

18. Chapter V deals with tl1e last of the three subjects referred to in the fi1·st paragraph of this 
Statement. .A.s noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or burials are at present kept · 
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers of marriages were also similarly kept be­
fore the m11rriage-registratiou law came into fo1·ce . . Most of these registers are, as the law uow stands, 
inadmissible in evidence, and possibly many of them should nevet· be admitted in evidence owing to the 
irregular manner in which they have been compiled. At the same time, others are probably fit for 

, admission as public registers. Under these circumstances, it seems advisable to follow the analogy o£ 
whnt wus done in England (see 3 & 4 Vic., c. 92) and provide a procedure under which such of these 
registers us at•e worthy of recognition may be validated and certified copies of entries made in them 
declared admissible in evidence. 'L'his is accordiugly done by Qhapter V. · 

. _19. That chapter first (section 2~) declare~ that any_person having custody ofany such records may, 
w1 bhm one year from tho date on wluch the Bill comes mto force, send them to the H.e"'istrar General 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the territories within which the person resides, or, if lie resides in 
"· Nati!e State, to such one .of those H.e~istrars General ~s the Governor General iu Council, by notifica­
tiOn, directs. It ~hen (sectiOn 29) provides for the appomtment by the Governor General in Council of 
Commissioners to examine the registers so sent to the various Registrars General, and prescribes (sec­
tion 30) tlie _duties of ~he Commissioners, which are. to ·inquire into th~ state, ' cust~dy and authenticity 
of every register subm1tted to ~hem, and to prep~re hats of all such regtsters or portiOns of registers as 
they find to ~e accurate ~nd fmthfu1,, and to ?erttfy upon s?me part of every book or volume containing 
any such regtster or portiOn of a reg1ster as IS referred to m any such list that it is one of the registers 
referred to in the l!st. · Section 31 permits, on payment of a fee, searches to be made o£ the lists so 
prep~red, ~d p~ovides foi' the grant of certified copies of the entries in the registers which shall be 
admissible m evidence . 

. 20. Finally, Chapter VI (sections 32 and 33) empowers the Governor General in Council to make 
rules with regard to c~rtain matter~ co~nected with the purposes o£ the .A.ct, and prescribes the usual 
procedure for the makmg and pubhcation of such rules. 

The Bnd January 1885. 
(Signed) c. P. lLDERT. 

R. J. CROSTHWAITE, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government o£ India. 

JIOKB.t.Y ; l'li.IFrBD .I.T THB UOVII:RN.IolBNT CENTRAL PRIIII~. 
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[Published with the '' Bombay Gove~·mnent Gazette" on the 5th Feb?''llC!'ry 1885.] 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT 0 F INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE ·DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 

Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purl)ose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
16th January 1885, a.nd was referred to a Select 

9ommittee :-

No. l of 1885. · 

THE BIRTHS, DEATHS .AND MAR­
RIAGES REGISTRATION BILL, 

1885. 

CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

SECl"ION. 

1. Short title o,nd commencement. 
2. Local extent. 

3. Definitions. 
4. Saving of local la.ws. 

CHAPTER II. 

G.sNERAL R:r.GISTRY OFFICES Oll' Bmrrrs, DEATHs 
AND M:.ARRIAGilB. 

5. 'Establishment of general registry offices a.nd 
appointment of Registrars General. 

6. Indexes to be kept at general registry office. 
7. Indexes to be open to inspection. · 
8. Copies of entries to be admissible in evidence. 
9. Superintendence of Registrars by Registrar 

General. · 

CHAPTER III. 

Ri!GISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

A.-Ll.pp.Zicatio11 of tltis ChapleT. 

HI. Persons whose births and deaths are regis­
trable. 

VI.·-2-3 

SECTION. 

B.-Regisltmtio;b Establishment. 

11. Power for Local Government to appoint 
Registrars for its territories. 

12. Power for Governor Goncml .in Council to 
' appoint Registmrs of Births and Deaths 

for Native States. · 
13. Office and a.ttend:mce of Registrar. 
14. Ab~cnco of Registrar from his district 01· 

. vacancy in his office. 
15. Register books to be supplied and prcsorva­

tiou of records to be provided for. 

0.-ilf,odo of R egistration, 

16. Duty o·f Registrar to entor births and 
deaths of which notice is given in rc· 
gistcr. 

17. Persons authorized to give notice of birth. 
18. Porsons' a,uthorized to give notice of clcath. 
19. Entry of birth or death ~o be signed by_ 

person giving notice~ 
20. Grant of certificate of rcgistra.tion of bid h 

or death. 
21. Duty of Hegistran. ns to sending certified 

copies of entries in register books to 

Registrar General. 
22. ScM·chcs and copies of entries in register 

books. 

D.-Penalties. 

23. Penalty for wilfully giving false informa­
tion. 

24. Penalty for omission to enter birth or death 
in register, or loss of register. 

E.:....Correction of Error&. 

25. Correction of entry in register of birtha and 
deaths. 

CHAP'fER IV. 

AMENDMENT or MARRIAGE Acts, 1872. 
26. Addition of new section after section 13, 

Act III of 1872. 
27. Amendment of the Indian Christian .Mar­

riage Act, 187~. 

·. 
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CHAPTERV. 

8PECI.6.L PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING, 
REGISTERS. 

SECTION. 
28. Permission to persons having custody 'of 

certain records to send them within one 
year to Registrnr General. 

29. Appointment of Commissionet·s to examine 
registers. 

30. Duties of Commissioners. 

SECTION. , 
31. Searches of lists prepared by Commissi?nere 

· and grant of certified copies of cntrtes. 

CHAPTER VI. 
RuLES. 

32. Power for Governor Gcnet·al in Coun~il to 
make rules. · 

33. Procedure for roakin~:; and. pnblico.tion of 
rules. 

The Bi1·ths, Deaths ancl Ma1-riages Registration Bill1 1885. 
(Ohapte1· I.-P1·eltmina1'!t-Seetions 1-J,.. Ol~apte1· !I.-General Regist?·y OOices of 

· Bi1·ths, Deaths and Man·iages.-Sections 5-6). 

A Bill to p't·o·vide jol' the voluntary Regist?·ation of 
certai11 Bi1·ths and Death.~, joJ' tltc e.~tablislwwnt 
of General Regist1·y O.fliccs jo1· keeping Registm·s 
of cel'tc~in Bi1·ths, Deaths and .Al'ct?Tiagcs, ancl 
fo?' ce!·tain otltm• lJU?poses. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the 
voluntary registration of births and deaths among 
certain classes of persons, for the more effectual 
registration of those births and deaths and of the 
marriages registered under Act III of 187.2 or the 
Indian yhristiau Marriage Act, 18'(2, and for the 
establishment of general registry offices for keep­
ing registers of those births, deaths and mar­
riages; 

And whereas it is also e;,..··pedient to lll'ovicle for 
the collection o.nd preservation of certain existing 
registers made otherwise than in tho perform­
ance of a duty specially enjoined by the law of 
the country in which the register was kept, and 
to declare that copies of the on tries in those re-

. gisters shall be admissible in evidence ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :-

Short title and 
meneomcnt. 

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

com-
I. (1) This .Act may be 

called the Births, Deaths 
and Marriages Reg-istra-

4. Nothlng in this Act, or in any rule made 
. under this Act, shall 

Savmg of loe"l .laws . a-ffect any law heretofore 
or hereafter passed providing for the registra­
tion of births and deaths within .parti~ular local 
areas. 

CHAPTER II. 

GENERAL REGISTRY OFFICES OF BIRTHS, DEATHS 

AND MARRIAGES. 

Est<~ohli'shment of general 
registry offices nod o.ppoint­
~ent of Rcgistr.nrs Gencrnl. 

5. (1) Each 
Government-

Local [Cf. 6 & 7 
Wm. IV, e. 
86, B. 2.) 

(a) shall establish a general registry office, for 
ll:eeping f\uch certified copies of registers of births 
and deaths registered under this Act, or mar­
ri?'ges I:egistered un~ler ~ct III of 1872 (to p?·o­
vulc <b form of marnage m ce1·tain cases), or the 
Iudian ~hristian l'r!arriage .Act, 1872, as may be XV of 1872. 
sent to It under this .Act, or under either of the 
two last-mentioned Acts as amended by this 
Act; aud . 

(b) may, from time to time appoint to the 
char~e of that office an officer, to be called the 
~egtstrar General of Births, Deaths and Mar­
r!ages, foi' the territories under its administra-
tiOn. · · 

"'( 
\ 

tion Act, 1885 ; and 

(.'11) It shall come jnto force on such day as the 
Governor General in Council, by notification in 
the Gazette oj lnclia, directs. 

(fl) Provided that the Governor of Bombay in [Cf. AeUII 
Council may, with the previouiil sanction of the of 1877, a. 4.] 
Govern:or General in Council, establish two gene-
ral registry offices and. appoint two Registrars 

2. This Act extends to the whole of British 
Local extent. ·India, and, so far only as 

. . . . regards subjects of Her 
MaJesty, t{) the domm10ns of Princes and States 
in India iu alliance with Her Majesty. 

3. In this .Act, unless there is something re-
Definitions. pug nant in the subject or 

context,- · 
" pre 'b d " · d scr1 e means prescribe by a rule made 

by the Governor General in Council under this 
Act; and . 

· "Registrar of Births and Deaths" means a 
Registrar of Births and Deaths appointed under 
thiS Act. · 

General of Births; Deaths and lviafria"'eS for the 
territories under his adminisbratiou · o~e of such 
general registry offices ·and of such Re"'istra.rs 
G.eneral being established and appointed for 
Smdh and the other for the ·other territories 
under the administration • of the Governor of 
Bombay in Council. 

6. Each Registrar Geuer~l of. Births, Deaths'' [Cf. & & 7 
Indcxe.~ to be kept at ~nd :M:arrmges shall cause Wm. IV, c. 

general registry office. mdexes of all the certi- 67, as. 37 & 
fied · f · Sec nlso Act . . copies o registers III of 1877 

sent to his. office u~d~rthis Act, Act III of 1872, s. 77.] ' 
or the Indmn Chr1stmn Man-iage Act 187'>- a XV of 1872. 

amen~ed by this ~ct, to be made and kept i~·hi: 
office m the prescr1b,ed· form. 
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. 'l'he Bi1·ths, ·Deaths and Ma1Tiages Regislmtion Bill, 1885. 

( Cl~aplel' II.-Geneml Regist1·y 'O(fwes of Bi·rths, Deaths ancli11cm·iages.-Seotions 7-9.) 
(Chapte1· III.-Re,qistration of Bi1'ths and .Deaths.-Sections 10-16.) 

X of 1865. 

[Cf. ' Act III 
of 1877, a. 
l3.] 

7. Subject t9 the payment of the prescribed their ~ffice, so many persons as he thinks fit to be 
fees, the·indexes so made H.egistrars of Births and Deaths for such lqcal 

Indexes to be open to h 11 b t 11 bl · 1 · 1 · · f p · Stat inspection. s. a e a a 1:easona. e ~rerts '~lt.nn t .1e tern~ones o anY: rmce or, e 
. bmes .open to mspectwu m Ind~a 10. nlh.ance with Her ~Ia~esty as he may, 

by any person applymg to mspect them, aml from tune to tnne, dofine. 
copies of entries in the certified copies of there· 13. (1) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths ~t.;37 & 38 
gisters to which they relate shall be given to all shall have an office in the 2~J' 0

"
88

• •· 

Persons applvin"' for them. O~co :md nttcmbncu of local area for which he is 
J & o Rcr'lstrar ' 

8. A copy of an entry given under the last o • • appo~ntetl. 
. . . foregoing section shall be (!2) Every Registrar of B1rth!J a~d Dea;ths to 

dC~p~~bs1o~. cnt;1
1
es to bo sir,necl by the Re"'istrar whom the ]~ocal Government mny i),Irect Llus sub-

a miSS! c Ill CVI( cucc. 0 0 ' • I h 11 ' d h' m f 'h General of Births, Deaths sectwn to n.pp .Y s. a. n~ten at 1s o ·1ce or " e 
and Marria"'es, and shall be admissible in evi- purpose of registerwg births ana deaths on such 
deuce for· th~ purpose of proving the birth, death ·days. and at such hours as t.he Registrar Gen~ral 
or marringe to which the entry relntes. of ~1rtbs, _Deaths and Marrmges may, from tu~e 

9 E h R · G 1 f n· h D to Lime, du·ect, aud shall cause to be placed m 
· ac . egistrar enera 0 . Irt s, eaths some couspic~wus place on or near the outer 

. Superintendence of. Re- auc~ .Marnages shall ~x- - door of his office, his name, with the addition of 
~~!'~~~t . by Registrar er01se a general superi.u- Registrar of Bi1·ths and Deaths for the local area 

. tem~ence over ~he ~{egis- for which he is appointed, and the days and 
tra~·s of B.n:ths a!fd Deaths Ill the terntortes for hours of his attendo.nce. 
which he lS appomted. 14. (1) ·wheu any Registrar of Births and [Cf. Act III 

Absence of Hcgist1.,,r Deaths to whom the ~~~8JJ·;· 3~· 
from his uistrict or vacancy Local Government may Vic c. 88 ••· 
in his ollice. direct this section to O.lJ- 24 & 2S.]' CHAP'rER III. 

REGISTRATION OP BrnTHS AND DEATHS. 

A.-Application of this Cha11lc1·. 

10. · The persons whose births and deaths 
Persons whose births aud sbal1 be registrable under 

deaths arc registrable. this chapter are as fol­
lows, namely :-

. (a) in British India, the members of every race, 
sect or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 
1865, applies, and in respect of which an order 
under section 332 of tbat Act is not for tho time 
being in force, and all persons professing the 
Christian religion ; . 

(b) in the dominions of Princes and Stntes in 
India in alliance. with Her Majesty, subjects of 
H er Majesty being members o[ a like mce, sect 
or tribe or professing the Christian religion. 

B.-Regist1·at·ion Estc~bz.ishment. 

11. (1) The Local Government may, from 
Power for Local Govern· time to time, appoint, 

mcnt to appoint Registrars either by name or by 
for its territories. , virtue of their office, so 
many persons as it thinks fit to be Registrars· of 
Births and Deaths for such local areas within the 
territories under its administration as it may, 
from time to time, define. 

(~) The Local Government may suspend, re­
move or dismiss any person appointed under this 
section and appoint auo~he1· person iu his stead. 

(8) A. Registrar tJf Births and Deaths may re­
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern­
ment his intention to do so, and, on his resignation 
being accepted by the Local G.overnment, he shall 
be deemed to have vacatecl h1s office. 
. 12. The Governor General iu Council may, from 

Power for 00,.6 mm· Gc· time to time, by uotifi­
neral in Council to appoint cation in the Gn.;:t;[lc of 
Registrars of Births and I ndia, appoint, either by 
Deaths for Native St,.tes. name oi:. by virt.ue of 

ply, not beiug a Registrar of Births and Deaths · 
for a local m·ett in the town of Ca.]cutta, :Madras 
or Bombay, is absent., or when his oflice is tem-
ponwily vacant, any person whom the· Registrar 
General of Hirths, Deaths and :MtLrriages ,appoints 
in this beha!E, or, in default of such aplJoint-
mout, the J'udge of. the •District Court within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction the Registrar's 
office is situate, shall be the Registrar of Births 
and Deaths dul'ing such absence or until the 
Local Govemment f.ills the vacancy. 

(fJ) Wbon any such Regi strat· of Births and 
Deaths for a local aren in the town of Calcutta, 
1\Iadrns or Bombay is. absent, or when his office 
is temporarily vac:1nt, any person whom the Re­
gistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
appoints in this be halE shall be · the Registrar of 
flirths ancl Deaths cluring such absence or until 
the Local Go\'erumeut fills the vacancy. 

(~) 'l'be Registrar Geuera,l of Births, Deaths 
and .M:nxriages shall report all appointments made 
under this section to the Local Government. 

15. 'l'he Local Government shall supply [Cf. Act lll 

Ref-lister hooks to be every H.egistr~r of Births ~~.~87'7' 1
• 

supplied an<lprcscrvati~u of and Deaths With a suffi-
rccor<ls to be provi<ied for. cient number of register 
books of births nnd of register books of deaths, 
and shall make suitable provision for the preser-
vation of tbe recol'lls connected with the regis-
tration of bit·ths rmd Jenths. 

C.-lJfodc of Registration. 
16. Evory Registrar of Births and Deaths, on (Cf, G ac 7 . 

Duty of l{cgistrar to receipt of n~ti~eof a birth ~t!~~i7"~ 
enter birLhs ami ucaths of or death wtthm the local1s. also Ac1; 
wh!ch nvtico is gi,rcn in area for which he is ap- IIi or 11177, •• 
regiSter. pointed, slm\1, if the no- 16·1 · 
t ice is given within the prescribed time and in , 
the pre~criued mode by a person authorized by 
this Act to give the notice, forthwith make an 
enGry of the birth or death in the proper register 
book. 
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(O!taptar Ill.-Registm,tion of B-irths an<l Deaths.-Sactions 17-25.) 
(Cf. 37 ... 38 
\Tfc., 0. 88

1 
.. 10.] 

17. Tho following persons nrc hereby au tho- Churches of Engl::md, Rom.e ·.and ~co~la·~~l, i~~ 
. ri;-.ed to give uotico of n Registrar may send tho cerlafi.ed copws m 0 b1 ~l 

gl;.,o;::;:o oi'~/~u~.'cd to birth, munely, tho father instance to his ecclesiastical supertor,
0
who .\ ~f 

or mother of the child, o1·, send them to the proper Regtstrar enew 
in default of the father or mother, tl)e occupier Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
?f the house in which to his knowledge the cbild In this sub-section, "Church of England" and 
IS born, or any person preseut at the birth, or "Church of Scotbud" mean the Church of 

(Cf. 37 & 38 
VIc., c.SS, 
•. 10.) 

the person ha,ving charge of the child. Encrland :mel the Church of ScothlDd as by law 
18. 'l'he following persons :we hereby nutho- est~hli shed respectively; and "Church of Rome" 

Persona nuthorizc<l to rized to g ive notice of a means the Church which regards tlte Pope of 
give uotico of <lenth. death, uamely :- Romo as its spi1·itual head. 

((If. 37 & 38 
Y'ic., c. 88, 
. li .J 

rcr. 3rt. 38 
\·io .• c. 88, , 
1.30.1 

(a) Tn the c.1se of any person dying in a house (i'J) 'rhe provisions of sub-section (1.) sh~ll [A;t XV of 
after the date on• which this Act comes into force, apply to every Registmr of Births and Deaths ml8t2, 6

• fiG. ] 
the nearest relatives of tho dt'ceased present at the terri tories of any Prince or State in India in 
the death or in attendance during the last illness allinnce wi th H er Majesty,. with this modification, 
oli the deceased, or, in. default of such relatives, that the certified copies refen ed t o in that sub-
any other relntive of the deceased dwelling or section shall be sent to such one of the R egis· 
being in the local area of the Registrar of B.irths trars General of Births, Deaths and :Marriages as 
nnd Denths wi thiu which the deceased was at the the Govei'IIor General in Council, from t ime to 
ti1ne of his death, or, in default of such relatives, time, hy notificatiou iu the Ga zette of lncl·ia, ap-
any person p1·esent at the death, 9r the occupier points in this behalf. . 
of tho house in .whicl1 to l1is l~n owledge the dc~th 22. (1) Every Rerristmr of Births and Deaths [Cf. 6 & 7 
took place, o1·, m clcfn.ult of the pc1·sonR harem- o sha.JI on Ja mcut of tho Wn~.IV, c. S6, 
before in this section mentioned any inmuto of Scnrcbes and copies of ' ·b \ Yf t 11 s . 3a; 
h t b . 1 ' entries in rogistct· .books. prescri e( · ees, a· a olso ActXVo{ 

t· 11 ~use' nne . . · reasonable times allow 1872, s. 79.1 
(bJ t.n the case of any person dymg m a pl~cc searches to be made i11 tho registet~ books kept 

whwh IS not a ho~tse,, or of a dead body bemg by him, and g ive a copy of any entry in the sa.me . 
found elsewhere tha.n m a house after the da.te ou tr> . • • 
which tl1is Act comes into force, a.uy relative of: . ( •• ) Every c~py of ~n entry m a. ~·eg 1 stor .book 
the dec~ased person. hn-viug kno 1~· 1 edge of any of gtv~~ t~u~er tb~ ~. s~~t1 ou sltnll be Sig"I.Ied by the 
the pnrtwulo.rs req1m ed to be registered concern- H.?':' '·stt at. of J;3nths .tncl Deaths, and shall bo ~d­
ing t.he death, or, in default of Ruch rebtive, any InlSSI~Ie Ill evidence for. the purpose of p t·ovmg 
person present at the deo.th, or finding, or taking tho bu-th or death to wh1ch the entry relates. 
charge of, the body. D.-Penalties. 

19. (1) VVheu au entry of a birth or death has 
Entry of l>irth or <leatb been made by the H.cgis· 

to be •i-.~J otl by pCI-.on gi•· tra1· of Births and Deaths 
ins notice. as required by section 16, 
the person giving notice of the birth or death 
must sigu t.ho entry iu the register iu the pre­
sence of Lhe Hcgistrar. 

(:?) Uutil the entry has been so signed, the 
birth or denth ~ha.Il not be ileomed to be regis­
tered nuder this Act. 

20. The Registrar of Births au.d Deaths ;hall, 
Grnnt of ccrtilicntc of on u.pplicntiou made at 

registration of birth or the time of re_gistering 
dcnth. any birth or death by the 
person giving notice of t.he birth or dcat;h, and 

23. If any person wilfully makes, or causes to [CC. 6 & 7 
. . be made for tho purpose Wm. IV, 

Pcnnlty for Wilfully gtv· f I · ' · t d . c. SG •· 41 : 
iug falso infonnat iou. 0 ~OJng InSe i' '; Ill any 37 &'as Vic. , 

registot· of · births ot· c. ss, s. 40: 
deaths, any ·fa.lse sta.tement in connection wi th Act XV or 
a.ny notice of a birUt or death undo!' this Act he 1872, "· GG. I 
shall be puuished with im1irisonmeut for :1 term 
which may extend to three years and with fine. 

24. If any Registrm· of Births ai.Hl Deaths [37 & 38Vic., 
l'oualty Cor omission to refuses, or Without re:~· c. 88, s. 36.] 

c~ter birth or <lcnth .in ro- sonable cause omits to 
g1stcr, or loss of rogtstor. make au 0 t . th ' . . , n ry m e pro-

on pu.ymont by him of the prescribed fee, give 
to the applicuut' a cerliificate in t,he pt·escribed 
form, signed by the Registrar, of having t:egis-

' tered the bi1·th or death. · 

per register of any b1r~h or death which he ought 
so t? enter under th1s Act, or if any person 
bl!-vtng the custody of any register book of births 
?r. deaths carelessly loses OI' injures or allows the 
liiJ~ll'Y of the book, he shall be punished with fine 
whiCh may exteud to Jive hundred rupees. 

ICf. G "7 21 (1) Every Registrar of Births. nud Den.tlts 
Wm.IY,c. . . B .. I I d' h ll 
~6. n . 32& D•!tY of r..c/Iistmra .na to 111 riti s 1 n m . s a 25. (1) If a Rerristrar of Bit:ths ·d D 
.1.1 ; ""'o Aot Homhug ct rtJhe<l cop1c.; of scud to the Hegisti'IW " 1. an .eaths [Cf. II & 7 
Ill ef lSii, s. ontr!•• in r~;;iut,. ,. book. to General of Births, De:Lths Correction of ontry in rc· c ISCQVOrs any error Ill the Wm. IV, 
56·1 1\c~'lstrar Guuoml. a d ~·[ . : f tl sister of hirths aud deaths. form or subs tan co of- ·my c. 86, •· 44: 

II _.. aumges or Ie t f b' ' 37 !.: 38 Vi 
territories within which the local area :for which . t k t 

1 1 
. en ry 0 11· Irth or den tl.J. in c. ss 8 3t' 

} • • .1 • • h . . any rC"'IS or -cp IY mu uudeJ· this Act !1 s '1 · · 10 111 nppomteu IS Situate at t o proSCl'l bed mtcr- · 1 ° E 1 ' c ma.y, oc " so Act 
vals, n true copy, certifieil by him nuder his band 11

1~ tllw l
1
):etshence 0

1 
hie porso.ns who gave t he notice XV

78
ot
1

1S72, 
· h .1 d f . ' o · 10 Jll" or c cat 1 or m oaso of tho· 1 th 8• • m t e prc·sct•t >c orm, of all the ent.r1es of bit·ths b · tl ' ' 11' rca 
and death!! in the register book 'kept by himl 01:t senco, 111 1~ tpbresence of two other credible 
since tho last of those intervals: , · w.1 ncs~tebs, ctorrec It e 0t~t·or by entry in the mat·-

. gm, Wl ou any a ern IOU of the orirriual ent. · 
Provi!leol that, in the case of Reg1strars of and shall sign the marginal entry and ~dd thertyto' 

Births and Deaths who are clergymen of the the datt> of the correction. 0 

E.-Correct,ion of Er·rors. 

4. ,-
1 
~~ 

\ 
,A"· 
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(Chapter IV.-.Arnendment of llfarriage Act;, 1872.-Sections 26-27. Olwvte?' V.-Special 
P~·ovisions as to cm·tain existing Registe?·s.-Sections 28-30 ). 

(£) Every entry made under this section ruu~t 
·be attested by the witnesses in whose presence 1t 
was made. 

(3) If a certified copY: of the entry has al1:eady 
been sent to the Reg1strm· General of Bn·ths, 
Deaths and Marriages, the Registrnr of Birt~s 
and Deaths shall make and send a soparate certi­
fied copy 'of the original err~neous entry and of 
the marginal correction therem made. 

CHAPTER IV. 

AMEND.l!ENT O.li' MARRIAGE AcT~, 1872. 

26. After section 13 ot Act III of 1872 {to 

Addition of new section 
nftcr section 13, Act Ifl of 
1872. 

p1·ovidc a form of mar-
1·iage in cetlain cases) , 
the following S()ction shall 
be inserted :-

"l3A. The Registrar shall send to the 
Registrar General of 
Births, Deaths and lliar­
l'iagcs for the territories 
within which his district 
is situate, at such intel'­
vals as the Governm· 

. Transmission or ccrtific<.l 
copies of entries in ma.r­
ringc-ccl'tificatc book to tho 
Registri\r General ofllirtl1!!, 
Deaths and Man·iagcs. 

General in Council, from time to time, directs, a 
true copy certified by him under his baud, in 
such fo1·m as· the Governor General in Council, 
from time to time, proscribes, of all ~ntries made 
by him iu tue s11id marriage-certificate book 
since the last of such intervals." 

Amenclmcnt of tho In· 
dirm Christian !\l:nringo 

. Act, 1872. 

27. In the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 
1872, the following 
amendments shall be 

made, namely :-

(c~) at the end of section 3 the words "'Regis-
trar General of Birn1s, Deaths and 
:Maniages' means a Registr:u~ General 
of Bit·ths, Deaths and M:trrmgos ap­
pointed under the Tii1·ths, Deaths :1nd 
Marriages Registration .Act, 1885," 
shall be added ; 

(lJ) for the words " Secretary to the Local Gov­
emment ", wherever tl1ey occur, ancl 
for the words " Secretary to a Local 
Government" in section 7!), tl1e woz·ds 
"Hegistrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages" shall be substituted; 

(c) for the words "at such places as the Local 
Government directs" in section 62, tho 
words " in the office of the Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
for the territories of the 'Local Govern­
ment by which the person who keeps 
the register-book was licensed" shall 
be substituted; 

(d) in section 81, after the words" Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths and Mar­
riages'' the words "in England" shall 
be aclded. 

CHAPTER V. 

SPECIAl· PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING 
REOJS1'ERS. 

28. If any person in British India, or in the [~r.' 3 & 4 
· . dominions of any Prince Vtc., c. 92, 

renmsston to persons S . I a· . •· l.J 
ho.ving custocly of ccrtnin or tate Ill n 13. 1U 
l·ccords to sell(\ them within alliance with Her Ma-
ono year to Registrar Ocno· jes~y, has for the time 
ral. being the custody o£ nny 
register Ol' record oE bh·th, baptism, naming, 
declicatiou, death or burial of any llersons of the 
c1asses spcciGe\1 in section 10, o1· of any registet• 
or record of n:mrriage of persons of the class of 
those to whom Act III of 1872 or the Indian 
Christian Marriage .Act, 1872, applies, and, if XV of 1872. 
such register or record has been made by him 
otlleJ·wise than in performance of a duty specially 
enjoined by, the law of the country in which the 
register or record was kept, he may, within one 
year from the date on which this Act comes into 
force, send the regist.er or record to the office of 
tho Hegistrar G·eneml of Bi1·ths, Deaths and 
Maniages for the territOl·ies within which he 
resides, or, if he 1•esides within the clominions of 
any such .Prince Ol' State as .aforesaid, to such 
one of the Registrars General as aforesaid as the 
Gove1·nor General in Council, uy notification in 
the Ga?.elte of l nclia, from time to time, directs 
in this behalf. 

29. (1) The Governor General in Council may rqr. 3 & 4 
. appoint so many persons Vtc., c. 94, 

f\~pomtmcnt of • Com- as he thinks fit to be Com- 8' 2•1 
mHJSJOHC!l'S to cx:umnc rc~ . . • . . 
gisters. . UllSSIOUers for examunng 

the registers or records 
sent to tho Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages under the last foregoing section. 

(~) 'J?he Commissioners so appointed. shall hold 
office for such period as the Governor General in 
Council, by the order of appointment, ol' any sub-
sequent otder, di1·ects. • 

30 (1) 'l'he Commissioners appointed under the 
. . last fo1·egoi ng section shall 

lJuhca of Comrrus- enquire into the state, 
sionera. 

custody n.nd' aubhenticity 
of every such register ot· roconl as may bo sent 
to the Registrar Geueml of Births, Deaths and 
Mal'riages nuder section 28, 

and shall, from time to time, deliver to the 
Registrar General n. descriptive list or lists ot all 
such registe1·s or records, or port.ions of register<> 
or records, as they find to be accurate and faithful. 

(!2) Tl1e list or lists shaH contain the prescribed 
pm·ticulnrs nod refer to the registers or records, 
or to the portions of tho registers or records, in 
the prescribed manner. 

(3) 'l'he Commissioners shall also certify in 
writing, upon some part of every separate book or 
volume containing any such register or record, or 
portiou of a register ot• l'ecord, as is referred to in 
any list o1·lists made by the Commissioners, tha~ 

~Cf. 3&4 .. " JC., c. 9-, 
liS. 21Wd i.) 

VI.-2-4 
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The Bi1·t!ts Deaths and MfJrriages Registration !Jill, 1885. 
' t · · t · R · ters Section 31. (0/uJJpte~· V.-Specia.l P1·ovisions as to eel' am ~rots ·1!f1g · .egts .-
Chctptet VI.-Rules.-Sectwns 32-33). 

J't 1"s one of the registers or records, or portions of (d) to prescribe the registers to be kepRt, a?d 
the form and manner in which .eg~s-

registers or records, referred to in the said list or trars of Births and Deaths are to regiS-
lists. ter births and deaths under this Act, and 

(Cf.3&4 
Vic., c. 92, a. 
5.) 

31. (1) Subject tQ the payment of t.he pre- the interv~s at which they are to send 
Senrchos of lists pre· S?rib~d fees _the descr~p- true copies of the. entries of bi1·ths a_ud 

p;Lrcd by C.::onnnissionors tive hst or hsts of regts- deaths in the reg1sters kept by them ' 

!Cf. 3i &:: 3S 
Vic., c. 88, 
•· 27 ; zr.lso 
Act XV of 
18i2, .. 82.] 

and l:"'!nt o£ certified copies ters or records, or por- h h d 
o£ ontr1cs. tions of registers or (e) to prescribe the particulars whic t e a-
records delivered by the Commissioners to the scriptive list or lists to be yrepnred ·by 

u the Commissioners appolllted under RPgistrar General of Births, De .. ths and l~m·- 1 th 
riages shall be, at all reasonable _times, open to Chapter V are to contain, nne e 

· b 1 t t manner in which they are to refer to iuspectJOn y any person app ymg o. JUspec t' f 
· h t the records or ro0"istet·s, o. r por tons o ihem and copies of entries m t ose regts ers or h 1 t 

records shall be given to all persons applying for records or registers towlnch t eyre a e; 
them. and 

(2) A copy of an entry given under this sec- (f) generally to carry out the purposes of this 
· tion shall be signed by the Registrnr General of Act. 
Births, Deaths and Marriages, nud shall be ~d­
missible in evidence for the purpose of provmg 
the birth, baptism, naming, dedicn.tiou, death, 
burial or mal'l'iage to which the entry relates. 

CHAPTER VI. 

RuLES. 

32. The Governor General in Council may, 
Power [or Governor from time to time, make 

General in Council to moko rules-
rules. · 

( (t) to fix the fees payable under this Act; 
(Z.) to prescribe the forms required for the pur­

poses of thi~ .Act; 
(c) to prescribe the time within which, and the 

mode in which, persons authorized under 
this Act to give notice of a birth or 
death to a Registrar of Births and 
Deaths must give the notice; 

33. (1) The Governor General in Cou~cil 
shall, before makmg 

Pr?cc~urc for mnking and rules 11 nder the last fore-
pubhcntton of rules, · t' pt b]1'sh a gomg sec 1011, 1 

draft of the proposed rules _in such m~nner as 
may, in his opinion, be suflicwnt for the mforma­
tion of persons likely to be affected thereby. 

(!ll) The1·e shall be published with _the draft a 
note specifying a elate at or after winch the draft 
will be taken into consideration. 

(3) The Governor General in Council shall _re­
ceive and considet· any objection or suggestiOn 
which may be made by any person with respect 
to tho draft before the dato so specified. 

(4.) Every rule made under this section shall b.e 
published in the Gazette of Incl·ia, and the pu?h­
cation iu the Gazatto of Indict of a rule purportmg 
to be made under the last foregoing-section shaH 
be conclusive evidence that it has been duly 
made. 

STATEMEN'r Ol[ OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

IT is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of births aud den.ths 
for the benefit of such classes of the commuuity as would be likely to avail themselves of such registra­
tion, (2) to establish genernl registry offices for keep,ug regis.ters of the births and deaths so regis­
tered, and of umr!'iages registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage .Act, 1872 
(XV of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving ovidcntial value to certain existiu"' reo-isters o:f 
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no law. 

0 
" 

2. The subject of the registration of bi!·ths and deaths among Europeans in India has been lona 
~nder the c~nsidet·ation ~f the G~ve.rnmen.t,. whose a~tentio!t has, moreover, been frequently directed t~ 
1t by memor1aJJ from var1ous Chr1stmn rehg10us bod1es urgmg very strongly the need for legislation. 

3. The Indian Statute-book contains at present no general law for the registration of births and 
deaths. There are, indeed, enactments which provide for the registration of births and deaths within 
certain specifi_cd areas, ~rinci~ally municipal_itios a~d, cautonmm;ts, but, in the first place, these eU!JCt­
ments are stnctly local m then· nature, leavmg the greater portwu of the country unprovided for and 
in the next place, theh· provisions, being directed primarily to statistical purposes are not of ;uch ;, 
natlll'e as to make the registers of birlihs and deaths kept under them of value for p:rposes of evidence: 
. 4. .As to the numero~s ~egistors of bapti.sms and burials ~hich are kept by ministers of reliaio~ 
1~ all pa~ts or tho cou~try, 1t IS doubtful how fat· they can be rehed on for giving accurately the re" ui­
SJte particulars as to b1rths and deaths, and most of them would, moreover, be inadmissible in evide~ce. 

5. T~is being the state of the law, a?d considering·the importance of the subject generail , and 
the momor1ala above referred to, and havmg regard to the fact that references are frequently :ada to 

: 

( 
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the Secretary of State for Ind_ia and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con­
nection with questions involving large individual interests such as rights to property, the Governme?'t 
of India is of opinion that it is expedient to enact a permissive law under which full facilities for re~s­
teriug births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these events. 

6. .A.s to tho second object of the Bill, it is obvious that no system of registration of births and 
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certain centres, 
of general offices where the information registered at the various local offices shall be collected and so 
arranged as to he readily available for public refer·ence. 

7. In this connectit>u, the attention of the Government of Iuuia has been directed to the unsatis­
factory nature of the system of registration of marriages under the Indian Christian Marriage .A.ct, 
1872, and .A.ct III of 1872. 

Documentary evidence of nll marringes under the furmet• .A.ct is, by the provisious 'of the Act or 
the orders thereun·der, sent to the Secretary to t.lw Local Government, who is ~tlso empowered to gr~nt 
certified copies which n.re receivabl e in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that nothmg 
furthet· tv<ts required. But, ns a mntte1· of fact, not ordy ILre uo IHTaugements made for maiutaining 
an iudex to the marriages the records of which are retained in. the local Secretariat, but the greatet• 
portion of the marriage records which tne received iu tho loca.\ Secretariat have, under section 81 of 
the .A.ct and the orders in for·ce, to be sent on in orifJ inal to the Govemment oE India in the H?me 
Department fo 1• trausmission to the Secrel;ary of Stn.te; so that the greater number of the mar'l'mge 
records which rench the local Secretariat do not remaiu there for pm·poses of reference, and such as do 
remain are, owiug to the absence of nn iudex, pmctica,lly valueless. 

As to Act IU of 1S.72, this A.ct makes no provision for the marriages solemnized under it being 
reported to auy cenLl·al autbority. 'l'ho marriage-certificate books for which it provides are retnined 
by the Hegistrar, who is not even required to index them. Theit· value ns records of tho marriages 
to which they refer is accordingly much diminished. 

8. The Oovemmont of Inclia have, therefore, availed themselves of tho opportunity of the pro­
posed legislation for the reg istration of birtl1s and deaths to remove theso defects in the mnrriuge­
regis~ration law, l.Jy providiug for geueralregistry offices for keeping registers, not only of the births 
and deaths which may be registered under the proposed law, but also of marriages which may be 
registered under .A.ct · III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage .A.ct, 1872. 

9. The Jlresent Bill extends (section 2) to t1te wlw\e of British India, and, so far as regards sub­
jects of ITer )'fnjesty, to the dominions of Princes and States itl India in nlliauce with Her .Majesty. 

10. As there seems to be no way of utilizing for tlio special purposes in view the compulsory 
system of registm.tion of births and deaths which is prescribed by tho local laws referred to in para­
graph 3 above, or o£ separatiug the registration o£ the limited classes affected by the Bill from that of 
the general population which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save the laws 
providing for the registration of births and deatLs within pnrticul:tt· local areas at present in force 
or w.hich mn.y hereafter be passed; and this is dono by section 4. Tho result of this section will, 
therefore, be that tho persons to whom the provisions of the Dill relating to tho registration of births 
and deaths are applicable will be bound, ns l1eretofot·e, to satisfy tlre statistical requir·ements · of such 
local .Acts, and will be a.t liberty to re-r·egistm· births and dea.ths under the Bill for evidential purposes. 

11. Chapter II provides (section 5) £m· the establishment by the TJocal Govet·nments of general re­
gistry offices of births, detttlrs and marriages,aud the appointment of Hegistr·ars General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages. By section 6 indexes are to be kept at the general registry otfices of all the certifieil 
copiee of registers which may be sent to them under tho Bill or under Act Ill of 1872 or· the Indian 
Christian :M:arriago .A.ct, 1872. 'fhese indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and 
copies of the entries in the certified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all 
persons applying for them; nud such copies . are (section 8) to be admissible in evideuoe. By section 9 
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Registrars of Births and Deaths. 

12. Chapter III deals with the subject of registration of births and deaths. Section 10 defines 
the pe1·sons whose births and deatlrs arc registr·able as, in British India, the members of every race, sect 
ot• tribe to which the Indian Succession .A.ct, 1865, applies t\nd in respect of which an ordet· under section 
332 of thnt .A.ct is not for the time being in force, and all persons professing the Christian religion, ancl 
in Native States all like persons who are B1·itish subjects. The~e provisions of the Bill will therefore, 
generally speaking, apply to East Indians, Jews, Armenians and Pttrsis as well as to Europeans and 
Native Christians. 'l'hese are believed to be the only classes of llersons in tho country who are likely 
to avail themselves of the IJeuefits of a law o£ this nature. 

13. The chapter then provides for a registration est,ahlishment, empowering (sections 11 nnd 12) 
~he Local Government in British India and the Governor General in Council in Native States to ap­
point either by name or by virtue of tJteir office lit persons to be Registro.t·s of Births and Deaths for 
definite local areas. It is proposed to a.ppoint under the general powers given by these sections persons 
authorized or licensed to perform marriages under either .A.ct III of 1872 or tho Indian Christian 
Marriage .A.ct, 1872, and, in order to provide fot· the receipt of notices from persons who may prefer no' 
to resort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended should be 
appointed for each local area for which a person who is also a Marriage Hegistrar is appointed. It is 
to the Iattet• class of Registrars that sec~ions 13 and 14, which la.y down certain provisions as to tho 
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· • . . . .h ffi of such Uegistmrs, are 
office of such Registrars, and for the. filhug up tempomry vacn:nCies m t e o ce . t' n of records. 
intended to apply. Section 15 prov1des for the supply of reg1ster books and the prese1 va 10 

I ·i The chapter next treats of the mode of registrntion. It imposes (secti?n 16) a iu!L 0~ 
e;ery Registrar of Births and Deaths to make an entry in his register book of ~11 b1rths and en ~ 0 

which notice may be gi,,en to him within the prescribed time and in the prescr1bed mode by a ~ell~~n 
authorized to give him such notice. It then (sections 17 and 18) specifies the persons 'yho s a e 
authorized to give notice of births and ,dea,ths respectively. 

Section 19 provides that the entry of tho birth or death is to be signed by the person. givinl 
notice, ~nd declares tlmt .until it is .so signed the bi.rth or. death sl~all not bif?ee!lled to be reglstei:e ~ 
By sect10n 20 every He"1strar of H1rths and Dea,ths IS requ1r~d to g1ve on apphcatwn ma,de at the. tlm 
of rc"'istoring any birth

0

or dea.th by the pe1·son giving no~ic.e of the sa,me, and on payment by lum of 
the p~esc:·ibed fee, n certificate of having registered the ]))l'th or death. · 

Section 21 provides for the ~ending by. every Regi~trnr of Birtl~s nnd D~aths at prescri~ed _inte:­
;als to the He.,.istrnr General of Births, Deaths and i\fm·rmges of ce1·tiiied C()ples of all entr1es 1~ h1s 
re"'ister ·bookt In the case of Ren-istrnrs in British India, the copies are to be sent to the Reg1strar 
G~nernl withid whose jurisdiction the local a;·eas for which the Registrar is appointed is situate, an 
exception being mnde in the case of Regis~rars wh~ ar.e clergyn~en of the Churches of England, Rome 
and Scotland, who may send them to then· ec?lesms~wnl supenors to ~e forwarded by them to the 
Registrar Genernl. ln tho case of Registrars Ill Nt~ttve Stn:es, the coptes :"re t? be .sent to such one 
of the Ue"'istrars General as the Governor General Ill Council m!Ly, by notificatiOn m the Gazette of 
l11dia, di1':'ect in this behalf. Section 22 provides for sen.rches, and gro.nt of copies of entries in 
register books which shall be admissible in evidence. 

15. Sections 23 and 24 prescribe penalties of imprisonment which may extend to three years and 
fine for wilfnlly "'ivin"' false information to n Regis trm· of Births nnd Deaths; and of fine, which may 
extend to five h~ndred rupees, fo1· Hegistrars of Births and Deaths omitting to enter births or deaths 
in the register or losing or injuring register books. 

16. Lastly, section 25 prescribes the procedure by which errors in the form or 1<nbstance of any 
ontr,y in a register book of births and den.ths may be corrected. . 

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in .A.ct III of 1872 and the Indian 
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which are necessa,ry in order to. make the provisions of these .A.cts fit in 
with the scheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entt·ies iu the registers kept under these 
.A.cts are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 

18. Chapter V deals with the last of the three subjects referred to in the fi1·st paragraph of this 
Sbatement. .A.s noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or bnri::~ls are at present kept 
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers o'f marriages were ::~ ! so similarly kept be­
fore the m11rringo-registration law came into force: 1\'lest of these registers are, ns the law now stands, 
inadmissible in evidence, and possibly m::~ny of them should never be adrnittecl in evidence 0\vin"' to the 
il·regilln.r manner in which they have been compiled. At the same time, others are proba,bly fit for 
admission as public registers. Under these circnmstnuces, it seems advisable to follow the analooy of 
what was done in England (see 3 & 4 Vic., c. 92) and provide a procedure nuder which such of these 
registers ns are worthy of recognition may be v::~lidat!']d' and certified copies of entries mado in them 
declared admissible in evidence. This is accordingly dono by Chapter V. 

. .19. That chapter first (section 2~) declare~ thnt any .Person having custody of n,ny such records may, 
WJ.!•hm one year from tho date on wh1ch the Btll comes mto force, send. them to tho Hegistrnr General 
of l3irths, Deaths and Marriages for the tel'l'itories within 'Yhich the person resides, or, if he resides in 

. a Nath'e State, to such one of those Hegistrars General as the Governor General in Council bv notifica­
tion, directs. It then (section 29) provides for the appointment by the Governor Geneml i~ Council of 
Commissioners to examine the registers so sent to the various llegistrars General, ::~nd prescribes (sec­
tion 30) the.duties of ~he Commissioners, which are. to in~uire into th~ state, cnst~dy and authenticity 
of every reg1ste1· subm1tted to them, and to prepare hsts of all such t·eg1sters or portiOns of re<>isters as 
they find to be accurate and faithful, nud to certify upon some part of ovary book or volume cgntaining 
any suoh register or portion of a register ns is refert·ed to ii1 any such list that it is one of the re"'isters 
t•eferred to in the list. Section 31 permits, on payment of a feo, searche~ to be nmdo of the lists so 
prepared, and provides for the grant of certified copies of tho entries in the re"'isters which shall be 
admissible in evidence. 

0 

20: Finally, Chapte~ VI (sections 32 and 3~) empowers tho GoverQ.or General in Council to make 
rules wtth regard t-o certam matters connected wtth the, purposes of the .A.ct, and prescribes the usual 
procedure for the making and publication ·or such rules. ' 

Tlte fJnd Ja11uary 1885. 
(Signed) c. P. IJ.DJ::RT. .. 
R. J. CROSTHWAITE, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 


