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The following Bill was introduced into the
Council of the Governor General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
16th January 1885, and was referred to a Select
Committee :—

No. 1 of 1885.

THE BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MAR-
RIAGES REGISTRATION BILL,
> 2 1885.
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(Chapter I— Prelvminary—=Sections 1-4.

A Bill to provide for the voluniary Registration of
certain Bivths and Deaths, for the establishment
of General Registry Offices for keeping Registers
of certain Births, Deaths and Magriages, and
for certain other purposes.

Wazreas it is expedient to provide for the
voluntary registratiou of births and deaths among
certain classes of persouns; for the more effectual
registration of those births and deaths and of the
marriages registered under Act I1I of 1872 or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and for the
establishment of general registry offices for keep-
ing registers of those births, deaths and marri-
ages ;

And whereas it is also expedient to provide for
the collection and preservation of certain existing
registers made otherwise than in the perfor-
mance of a duty specially enjoined by the law of
the country in which the registor was kept, and
to declare that copies of the entries in those re-
gisters shall be admissible in evidence ;

It is hereby enacted as follows :—

CHAPTER I.

PRELIMINARY.

* 1. () This Act may be
called the Births, Deaths
and Marriages Registra-

~ Short title and
‘mencement.

tion Act, 1885; and _

~ (®) It shall come into force on such day as the
Governor General in Council, by notification in
the Gazetlo of India, divects.

2. This Act extends to the whole of British
ey India, and, so far only as
I‘m‘m‘" regards subjects of Her
Maiesty, to the dominious of Princes and States
1 India in alliance with Her Majesty.

' there is something repug-

com-

oy
& rule made

SEQTION.

CHAPTER V.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING
REGISTERS.

28, Permission to persons
certain records to sen
ear to Registrar General.

registers. o
30. Duties of Commissioners.

and grant of certified copies of entries.

CHAPTER VI.
RoLEs. .

make rules.

‘in the subject or|-
xt

rules.
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Chapter I[.—General Registry Offices of

Births, Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 5-6.)

« Registrar of Births and Deaths” means a
Registrar of Births and Deaths appointed under
this Act.

4. Nothing in this Act, or in any rule made
under this Act, shall
affect any law heretofore
or hereafter passed providing for the registra-
tion of births and deaths within particular local
areas. .

Saving of local laws.

CHAPTER IT.

GeNgrAL REcistry Orrices oF Birtms, DEATHS
AND MARRIAGES. .

5 (1) FEach TLocal

Establishment of general
Government —

registry offices and appoint-
ment of Registrars General.

(@) shall establish a general registry office, for
keeping such certified copies of registers of births
and deaths registered undor this Act, or mar-

vide @ form of marriage in certuin cases), or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, as may be
sent to it under this Act, or under either of the
two last-mentioned Acts as ameuded by this
Act; and

(b) may, from time to time appoint to the

Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
:-iages, for the territories under its administra-
ion. 2

(%) Provided that the Governor of Bombay in
Council ay, with the previous sanction of the
Govern_or General in Council, establish two gene-
ral registry offices and appoint two Registrars
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the
territories under his administration ; one of such
general registry offices and of such Registrars
General being established and appointed for
Sindh and the other for the other territories
under the administration of the Governor of
Bombay in Council.

6. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall cause
indexes of all the corti-
fied copies of registers

Indexes to be kept at
general registry office.

”

sent to his office under this Act Act IIT o
:?r the Indi@g '.Chrisbian Mal,‘ria,ge Act, i>£7|28’7a2;

392. Power for Governor General in Council to

riages registered under Act LIL of 1872 (to pro--

-\

having custo.dy of
d them within one

29. Appointment of Commissioners to examine

31. Searches of lists prepared by Commissioners

S A

33. Procedure for making and publication of

[Cf. 6 &7
Wm. IV, ¢
86, 5. 2.

XV of 1872,

charge of that office an officer, to be called the -

-

o4

[Cf. Act III ~
of 1877, s. 4]

cre&7
Wm. 1V,

ol M
67, 58, 37&38
See also Act \
IITof 2877,

877000
XVot1872.

Entd




(Chapter II.—General Registry Offices of Births, Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 7-9.)
(Chapter 111.— Registration of Births and Deaths.—Sections 10-16.)

their office, so many persons as he thinks fit to be
Registrars of Births and Deaths for such local
areas within the territories of any Prince or State
in India in alliance with Her Majesty as he may,
from time to time, define.

X of 1865.

[Cf. ActIII
of 1877, s,
13.]

3
The Births, Deaths and Marriages

ameunded by this Act, to be made and kept in his
office in the prescribed form,

7. Subject to the payment of the prescribed
fees, the indexes so made
shall be at all reasonable
times open to inspection
by any person applying to inspect them, and
copies of entries in the certified copies of the re-
gisters to which they relate shall be given to all
persous applying for them.

8. A copy of an entry given under the last

foregoing section shall be
- signed by the Registrar

General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages, and shall be admissible in evi-
dence for the purpose of proving the birth, death
or marriage to which the entry relates.

9. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall ex-
ercise a general superin-
tendence over the Regis-
trars of Births and Deaths in the territories for
which he is appointed.

Indexes to be open to
inspection.

Copies of entries to be
admissible in evidence.

_Superintendence of Re-
gistrars by  Registrar
General.

CHAPTER III.

Registrar.

whom the Local Government may direct this sub-
section to apply, shall attend at his office for the
purpose of registering births and deaths on such
days and at such hours as the Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages may, from time

REGISTRATION OF BirtHs AND DEATHS.
A.—Application of this Chapter.
The persons whose births and deaths

shall be registrable under

this chapter-are as fol-
lows, namely :—

10.

Persons whose births and
deaths are registrable.

(@) in British India, the members of every race,
sect or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act,
1865, applies, and in respect of which an order
under section 332 of that Act is not for the time
being in force, and all persons professing the
Christian religion ;

(b) in the dominions of Princes and States in
India in alliance with Her Majesty, subjects of
Her Mujesty being members of a like race, sect
or tribe or professing the Christian religion.

B.—Registration Lstablishment.

11. (/) The Local Government may, from

Power for Local Goven. time to time, appoint,
ment to appoint Registrars either by name or by
for its territories. . virtue of their office, so
many persons as it thinks fit to be Registrars of
Births and Deaths forsuch local areas within the
territories under its administration as it may,
from time to time, define.

(2) The Local Government may suspend, re-
move or dismiss any person appointed under this
section and appoint another person in his stead.

(8) A Registrar of Births and Deaths may ve-
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern-
ment his intention to do so, and, on his resignation
being accepted by the Local Government, he shall
be deemed to have vacated his office.

12. The Governor General in Council may, from
Power for Governor' Ge- tlm.e to. time, by notifi-
neral in CounfcilBh) appoint ;'a.t.lron in the Gazette of
Registrars of Births and India, appoint, either by
Deaths fo‘r Native States. oo or by virtue of

Registration Bill, 1885.

(Z) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths 'i?x{: 32 :838
shall have an officein the 957" =
local area for which he is
appointed. z
(2) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths to v

13.

Office and attendance of

fo time, direct, and shall cause to be placed in
some conspicuous place on or near the outer
door of his office, his name, with the addition of
Registrar of Births and Deaths for the local area
for which he is appointed, and the days and
hours of his attendance. . £
() When any Registrar of Births and [Cf. Act TIL

14. L

of 1877, &. 10,

Absence of Registrar Deaths to whom the also 3’1',&.‘38
from his district or vacancy  Tocal Government may Vie, c.:fi?ﬁll o
In his office. direct this section to ap-24& 25.1° ==

ply, not being a Registrar of Births and Deaths
for a local arca in the town of Calcutta, Madras
or Bombay, is absent, or when his office is tem-
porarily vacant, any person whom the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages appoints
in this behalf, or, in default of such appoint-
ment, the Judge of the District Court within the
local limits of whose jurisdiction the Registrar’s
office is situate, shall be the Registrar of Births
and Deaths during such absence or until the
Local Government fills the vacancy.

(2) When any such Registrar of -Births and
Deaths for a local area in the town of Calcutta,

Madras or Bombay is absent, or when his office
is temporarily vacant, any person whom the Re-
gistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
appoints in this behalf shall be the Registrar of
Births and Deaths during such absence or until =
the Local Goverument fills the vacancy.

(3) The Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall report all appointments made
under this section to the Local Government.

'15. The ILocal Goverament shall supply cs A
every Registrar of Births of 187
supplied and preservationof and Deaths with a suffi- 131
records to be provided for.  gient number of register
books of births and of register books of deaths,
and shall make suitable provision for the preser-
vation of the records connected with the regis-
tration of births and deaths. -

C.—Mode of Registration.

16. Every Registrar of Births and Deat

Duty of Registrar to Yeceiptof nth:eof‘w b
enter l{ir:hs anag:fcar:;u of or death within the local
which notice is given in  grea for which he is:
register. pointed, shall, if the
tice is given within the prescrived time an
the prescribed mode by a person au
this Act to give the notice, forth

Register hooks to be

entry of the birth or
'book. s




(Chapler II1.—Registration of Bi

17. The following persons are hereby autho-
rized to give notice of a
birth, namely, the father
or mother of the child, or,
or mother, the occupier

Persons authorized to
give notice of birth.

in default of the fﬁther

o of the house in which to his knowledge the child
[ e is born, or any person present at the birth, or
e the person having charge of the child.

; [Ct. 37&38 18. The following persons are hereby autho-
s .Viﬁ),]c. B Persons authorized to rized to give notice of a
BE give notice of death. death, namely :—

(@) Tn the case of any person dying in a house
after the date on which this Act comes into force,
the nearest relatives of the deceased presens at
the death or in attendance during the last illness
of the deceased, or, in default of such relatives,
any other relative of the deceased dwelling or
being in the local area of the Registrar of Births
and Death within which the deceased was at the
time of his death, or, in default of such relatives,
any person present.at the death, or the occupier
of the house in which to his knowledgo the death
took place, or, in default of the persons herein-
before in this section mentioned, any inmate of
that house; and

(b) in the case of any person dying in a place
which is not a house, or of a dead. body being
found elsewhere than in a house after the date on
which this Act comes into force, any relative of
the deceased person having knowledge of any of
the particulars required to be vegistered concern-
ing the death, or, in default of such relative, any
person present at the death, or finding, or taking
charge of, the body.

19. (Z) Wheu an enfry of a birth or death has

Entry of birth or death Dbeen made by the Regis-
to be signed by person giv-  trar of Bivths and Deaths
JaRAuOMICe! as required by section 16,
the person giving notice of the birth or death
must sign the entry in the register in the pre-
sence of the Registrar.

(2) Until the entry has been so signed, the
birth or death shall not be desmed to be regis-
tered uuder this Act.

20. The Registrar of Births and Deaths shall,

Grant of certificate of 0D upplication made af
registration of hirth or the fime of registering
gt any birth or death by the
- person giving notice of the birth or death, and

on payment by him of the prescribed feo, give

v to the applicant a certificate in the prescribed
5 form, signed by the Registrar, of having regis-
) tered the birth or death.

21, (Z) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths

Duty of Regittrars as to 10 British India shall
:ﬁ:ﬂi:g certi_e';l2 ogpi('e‘s g témd o f%\e ,Relg)’isbrm-
1cs inreglster books eneral of Births, Deaths
mglfmr.(w"ef'ﬂ' and Marriages for the
territories within which the local arca for which
- he is appointed is situate, at the prescribed inter-
vals, a true copy, certified by him under his hand,
- in the prescribed form, of all the entries of births
- and deaths in the register book kept by him
since the last of those intervals ;

_ Provided that, in tlie case of Registrars of
; . Deaths who are clergymen of the

-

TCE. 37 & 38
ic,, c. 88,
‘s, 11}

- [Cf.37& 38
Vio., c. 88,
- 8.30] .

]

I of 1877, 6.
]

4
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—Sections 17-25.)
o and Scotland, the
in the first

who shall
General of

rths and Deaths.
Churches of England, Rom >
Registrar may send the certified copies
instance to his ecclesiastical superior,
send them to the proper Registrar
Births, Deaths and Marriages.

In this sub-section, © Church of Bugland” and
“(Church of Scotland” mean the Church of
England and the Church of Scotland as by qu‘{
established respectively ; and  Church of Rome
means the Church which regards the Pope of
Rome as its spivitual head.

(?) The provisions of sul?-section (1) sh )
apply to every Registrar of Births and Deaths in 1872, 8. 56.
the territories of any Prince or State in India in
alliance with Her Majesty, with this modification,
that the certified copies referred to in that sub-
section shall be sent to such one of the Regis-
trars General of Births, Deaths and Marriages as
the Governor General in Council, from time to
time, by notification in the Guzette of India, ap-
points 1n this behalf.

22. (1) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths [‘gf 61{‘; 7 o
Searches and copies of shall, on p“’yt'"e"b of th{i s.-m', BEe s
pearencsanc. rescribed fees, ab all also ActXVof
Gl argter: books: F‘(-a-suual)]e times allow 1872, 5. 79.]
searches to be made in the register books kept
by him, and give a copy of any entry in the same.

2) Tvery copy of an entry in a register book
given under this section shall be signed by the
Registrar of Births and Deaths, and shall be ad-
missible in evidonce for the purpose of proving
the birth or death to which the entry relates.

D.—Penalties.

23. If any person wilfully makes, or canses to [Cf. 6 &7

be made, for the purpose 2\'1;6. Isv'“ ’
of being lnserbed in any 3738 vie.,
register of births or c.88,s. 40:
deaths, any false statement in connection with Act XV of
any notice of a birth or death under this Act, he L7200 ]
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term

which muy extend to three years and with fine.

24. If any Registrar of Births and Deaths 37 & 38 Vic,,
refuses, or withont rea- c. 88, s. 35.]
sonable canse omits, to

make an entry in the pro-

per register of any birth or death which he ought

s0 to enter under this Act, or if any person

having the custody of any register book of births

or deaths carclessly loses or injares or allows the

injury of the book, he shall be punished with fine

which may extend to five hundred rupees.

all [Act XV of JR

£

5

Penalty for wilfully giv-
ing false 1uformation,

Penalty for omission to
enter birth or death in re-
gister, or loss of register.

I.—Correction of Krrors.
25. (1) If a Registr

Correction of entry in re-
gister of births and deaths,

ar of Births and Deaths [CE.6 &7
glscovers a,ll)ly error in the ngé 1v,
orm or substance of any & 80, 8. 44:

; entry of abivth or death iZ 278% 3s8 gé‘c"

any register kept by him under this Act, he may, See also Ack

in the preseuce of the persons who gave the notice XV, of 1872,

of the birth or death, or, in case of their deagh ™ '°*

or absence, in the presence of two other credible

witnesses, correct the error by entry in the mar-

gin, without any alteration of the original entry.

and shall sign the marginal entry and add theroto

the date of the correction,




XV of 1872.
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( Chapter IV.—Amendment of Mafriage Acts, 1872.—Sections 26-27. Chapter V.—Sp
Provisions as to certain existing Registers.—Sections 28-30.)

(2) Every entry made under this section must
be attested by the witnesses in whose presence it
was made.

(3) If a certified copy of the entry has already
been sent to the Registrar General of Births,
Deaths and Marriages, the Registrar of Births
and Deaths shall make and send a separate certi-

* fied copy of the original erroneous entry and of

the marginal correction therein made.

- CHAPTER IV.
AMENDMENT OF MARRIAGE Acrs, 1872.

26. After section 13 of Act IIT of 1872 (to
provide a form of marri-
age in certain cases), the
following section shall be
inserted :—

“13A. The Registrar shall send to the
*  Registrar General of
Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages for the territories
within which his district
. is situate, at such inter-
vals as the Governor
General in Council, from time to time, directs, a
true copy certified by him under his hand, in
such form as the Governor General in Council,
from time to time, prescribes, of all entries made
by him in the said marriage-certificate book
since the last of such intervals.”

Addition of new section
after section 13, Act IIT of
1872,

Transmission of certified
copies of entries in marri-
.age-certificate hook to the
Registrar General of Bixths,
Deaths and Marriages.

: 27. In the Indian
,Amendment of the In- (i, istian Marriage Act
dian Christian Marriage =2 Ry
Act, 1872. 1872, the following
amendments shall  be

made, namely :—

(@) at the end of section 3 the words “ ¢ Regis-
trar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages’ means a Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages ap-
pointed under the Births, Deaths and
" Marriages Registration Act, 1885,”
shall be added ;

(b) for the words ““ Secretary to the Liocal Gov-
ernment ’’, wherever they occur, and
for the words ‘ Secretary to a Local
Government ”’ in section 79, the words
“ Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages *” shall be sabstituted ;

(c) for the words ‘“at such places as the Local
Government directs”” in section 62, the
words “in the office of the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
for the territories of the Local Govern-
ment by which the person who keeps
the register-book was licensed *’ shall
be substituted ;

(d) in section 81, after the words ¢ Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages” the words ¢ in England’’ shall
be added.

. Governor General in Council, by notification ih

CHAPTER V.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING
REGISTERS. .

28. If any person in British India, or in the [CE

dominions of any Prince .4
or State in India in = °
alliance with Her Ma-
jesty, has for the time
being the custody of any
register or record of birth, baptism, naming,
dedication, death or burial of any persons of the
classes specified in section 10, or of any register
or record of marriage of persons of the class of
those to whom Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, applies, and, if XVofl
such register or record has been made by him
otherwiso than in performance of a duty specially
enjoined by the law of the country in which the
register or record was kept, he may, within one
year from the date on which.this Act comes into
force, send the register or record to the office of T
the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and® &
Marriages for the territories within which he =
resides, or, if he resides within the dominions of B
any such Prince or State as aforesaid, to such '
one of the Registrars Géneral as aforesaid as the

Permission  to persons
having custody of certain
records to send them within
onlc year to Registrar Gene-

al,

the Gazelte of India, from time to time, directs
in this behalf. :

29. (Z) The Governor General in Coudeil may
appoint so many persons Vigs
as he thinks fitto be Com- * 21
missioners for examining :
tho registers or records
sont to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages under the last foregoing section.

Appointment of Com-
missioners to examine re-
gisters.

(%) Thoe Commissioners so appointed shall hold
office for such period as the Governor General in
Council, by the order of appointment, or any sub- p
sequent order, directs. A

30 (Z) The Commissioners appointed under the
last foregoing sectionshall
enquire into the state,
custody and authenticity.
‘of every such register or record as may be sent
to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages under section 28,

and shall, from time to time, deliver to the
Registrar General a descriptive list or lists of all
such registers or records, or portions of registers
or records, as they find to be accurate and faithfal.

(2) The list or lists shall contain the prescribed”
paxticulars and refer to the registers or records,
“or to the portions of the registers or re o

the prescribed manner.

Duties  of
sioners.

Commis-

(8) The Commissioners shall also certil
writing, upon some part of every separate boo
volume containing any such register or
portion of a register or record, as i
any list or lists made by th



‘92,5.

Cf. 37 & 38
Vic., c. 88,

&, 27 ; also
Act XV of
1872, s, 82.] |

it is one of the registers or records, or portions of
registers or records, referred to in the said list or

lists.

81. (Z) Subject to the payment of the pre-
scribed fees the descrip-
tive list or lists of regis-
ters or records, or por-
tions of registers or
records delivered by the Commissioners to the
Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marri-
ages shall be, at all reasonable times, open to
inspection by any person applying to inspect
them, and copies of entries in those registers or
records shall be given to all persons applying for
them.

(2) A copy of an entry given under this sec-
tion shall be signed by the Registrar General of
Births, Deaths and Marriages, and shall be ad-
missible in evidence for the purpose of proving
the birth, baptism, naming, dedication, death,
burial or marriage to which the entry relates.

Searches of lists pre- .
pared by Commissioners
and grant of certified copics
of entries.

The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1 885.

(Chapter V.—Special Provisions as to certain existing Register
Chapter VI.—Rules.—Sections 32-33.)

s.—Section 31

(d) to prescribe the registers o be _kEPR a:_m%
the form and manner 1. which Regis
trars of Births and Deaths are to regis-
tor births and deaths under this Act, and
the intervals at which they are to sen
true copies of the entries of births and
deaths in tho registers kept by them ;

(¢) to prescribe the particulars which the de-
scriptive list or lists to be 'prepared by
the Commissioners appointed ~under
Chapter V are to contain, and the
manner in which they are to refer to
the records or registers, or portions of
records or registers to which they relate;

and

(f) generally to carry oub the purposes of this
Act.

33. (Z) The Governor General in Council

) shall, before making
Procedure for makingand . 10c nnder the last fore-

publication of rules.

going section, publish a-
draft of the proposed rules in such manuer as
may, in his opinion, be sufficient for the informa-
tion of persons likely to be affected thereby.

(2) There shall be published with the draft a
note specitying a date at or after which the draft
will be taken into consideration.

(8) The Governor General in Council shall re-
ceive and consider any objection or suggestion
which may be made by any person with respect
to the draft before the date so specified.

CHAPTER VI.
RuLEs.

32. The Governor General in Council may,
from time to time, make

Power for Governor
rules—

General in Council to make
rules.

(@) to fix the fees payable under this Act ;

(b) to prescribe the forms required for the pur-
poses of this Act ;

“(c) to prescribe the time within which, and the
mode in which, persons authorized under
this Act to give notice of a birth or
death to a Registrar of Births and
Deaths must give the notice;

(4) Every rule made under this section shall be
published in the Gazette of India, and tho publi-
cation in the Gazette of Tudia of arule purporting
to be made under the last foregoing section shall.
be dconclusivo evidence that it has been duly
made.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

It is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of birt
for the benefit of such classes of the community asywould be likely tyo avail themselves oé‘:uilﬁiég?;;trg?
tion, (2) to establish general registry offices for keeping registers of the births and deaths so regis-
tered, and of marriages registered under Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act 1%72
(XV of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving evidential value to certain existing registers of
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no law. St

2. The subject of the registration of births and deaths among Buropeans i ia he
1 . : 7 s in India has b

!lnder the cqnmderu.tlon qf the quqrnmen_t, whose attention has, m%reovexl'), been frcqu:antl;sdif:cntelgi%
it by memorials from various Christian religious bodies urging very strongly the neetl for legislation

3. The Indian Statute-book contains at present no general law for th 1 i i :

: ! C » the registratio i

dea.th_s. Th.ere are, mdeeg], e.nactments.\\.’hlc.h' provido for the registration of b%rths z),lncll1 ?lfea.lzﬁghsilgﬁg
certain specified areas, principally municipalities and cantonments, but, in the first place, these enact-

- ments are strictly local in their nature, leaving the greater portion of the country unprovided for, and
b4 y

1n the next place, their provisions, being directed primari isti
ir pr , being: directe primarily to statistical
nature as to make the registers of births and deaths kept under them of valggrf}:ﬁ-s;:’r;:e;gg gvf'iztfll::ea

4. As to the numerous registers of baptisms and burials which are kept by ministers of religion

_in all parts of the country, it is doubtful how far the i ivi
5 2 ! y can be relied on fo -
. site particulars as to births and deaths, and most of them would, moreoverr,g ll)‘:a“;ga;r;?::ﬁ:fgntg:igzﬁg

_ 5. This being the state of the law, and considering the importance of the subject generally, and
3 %

4,15- memorials above referred.to, and having regard to the fact that references are frequently made t
om ' o to

o



the Secretary of State for India and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con-
nection with questions involving large individual interests such a rights to property, the Government
of India is of opinion that it is expedient to enact a permissive law under which full facilities for regis-
tering births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these events.

6. As to the second object of the Bill, it.is obvious that no system of‘registration of births and
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certain centres,
of general offices where the information registered at the various local offices shall be collected and so
arranged as to be readily available for public reference.

7. In this connection, the attention of the Grovernment of India has been directed to the unsabis-
factory nature of the system of registration of marriages under the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1
1872, and Act I1I of 1872.

Documentary evidence of all marriages under the former Act is, by the provisions of the Act or
the orders thercunder, sent to the Secretary to the Local Government, who is also empowered to grant
certiified copies which are receivable in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that nothing
further was required. But, as a matter of fact, not only are no arrangements made for maintaining
an index to the marriages the records of which are retained in the local Secretariat, but the greater
portion of the marriage records which are received in the local Secretariat have, under section 81 of
the Act and the orders in force, to be seat on in original to the Government of India in the Home
Department for transmission to the Secretary of State; so that the greater number of the marriage
records which reach the local Secretariat do not remain there for purposes of reference, and such as do
remain are, owing to the absence of an index, practically valueless.

As to Act ITI of 1872, this Act makes no provision for the marriages solemnized under it bging =
reported to any central authority. The marriage-certificate books for which it provides are retained
by the Registrar, who is not even required to index them. Their value as records of the marriages
to which they refer is accordingly much diminished.

8. The Government of India have, therefore, availed themselves of the opportunity of the pro-
posed legislation for the registration of births and deaths to remove these defects in the marriage-
registration law, by providing for general registry offices for keeping registers, not only of the births
and deaths which may be registered under the proposed law, but also of marriages which may be
registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872.

9. The present Bill extends (section 2) to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards sub-
jects of Her Majesty, to the dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance with Her Majesty.

10. As there seems to be no way of utilizing for the special purposes in view the compulsory
system of registration of births and deaths which is prescribed by the local laws referred to in para-
graph 3 above, or of separating the registration of the limited classes affected by the Bill from that of
the general population which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save'thelaws
providing for the registration of births and deaths within particular local areas at present.in force
or which may hereafter be passed; and this is done by section 4. The result of this section will,

therefore, be that the persons to whom the provisions of the Bill relating to the registration of births
" and deaths are applicable will be bound, as heretofore, to satisfy the statistical requirements of such
local Acts, and will be at liberty to re-register births and deaths under the Bill for evidential purposes.

11. Chapter IT provides (section 5) for the establishment by the Local Governments of general re-
.gistry offices of births, deaths and marriages,and the appointment of Registrars General of Births,Deaths,
and Marriages. By section 6 indexesare to be kept at the general registry offices of all the certified

copies of registers which may be sent to them under the Bill or under Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian *
Christian Marriage Act, 1872. These indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and 3
copies of the entries in the certified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all .

persons applying for them ; and such copies are (section 8) to be admissiblein evidence. By section 9
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Regisirars of Births and Deaths.

12. Chapter ITI deals with the subject of registration of births and deaths. Section 10 defines
the persons whose births and deaths are registrable as, in British India, the members of every race, sect -
or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 1865, appliesand in respect of which an order under section ey
332 of that Act is not for the time being in force, and all persons professing the Christian religion, and
in Native States all like persons who are British subjects. These provisions of the Bill will therefore, -
generally speaking, apply to East Indians, Jews, Armenians and Pérsis as well as to Europeans and.
- Native Christians. These are believed to be the only classes of persons in the country who are likely
to avail themselves of the benefits of a law of this nature. d

13. The chapter then provides for a registration establishment, empowering (sections 11 and 12)
the Local Government in British India and the Governor General in Council in Native States to ap-
point either by name or by virtue of their office fit persons to be Registrars of Births and Deaths for
definite local areas. It is proposed to appoint under the general powers given by these sections persons
authorized or licensed to perform marriages under either Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1872, and, in order to provide for the receipt of notices from persons who may prefer 1
to resort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended sho
appointed for each local area for which a person who is also a Marriage Registrar is appointe
to the latter class of Registrars that sections 13 and 14, which lay down certain provisio



¢ such Registrars, are

ffica of such Registrars, and for the filling up temporary vacancies in the office o sl

“intended toapply. Section 15 provides for the supply of register books and the preserva

" 14. The chapter next treats of the mode of registration. It imposes (section 16) a duty 01;
‘every Registrar of Births and Deaths to make an entry in his register book of all births and deaths o
~ which notice may be given to him within the prescribed time and in the prescribed mode by & person

authorized to give him such notice. It then (sections 17 and 18) specifies the persons who shall be

authorized to give notice of births and deaths respectively.

Section 19 provides that the entry of the birth or death is to be signed by the person giving
notice, and declares that until it is so signed the birth or death shall not be deemed to be reglster_ed-
By section 20 every Registrar of Births and Deaths is required to give on application made at the time
of registering any birth or death by the persén giving notice of the same, and on payment by him of
the prescribed fee, a certificate of having registered the birth or death.

Section 21 provides for the sending by every Registrar of Births and Deaths at prescribed inter-
vals to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages of cortified copies of all entries in his
register books. In the case of Registrars in British India, the copies are to be sent to the Registrar
General within whose jurisdiction the local areas for which the Registrar is appointed is situate, an
- exception being made in the case of Registrars who are clergymen of the Churches of England, Rome
and Scotland, who may send them to their ecclesiastical superiors to be forwarded by them to the
Registrar General. In the case of Registrars in Native States, the copies are to be sent to such one
of the Registrars General as the Governor General in Courcil may, by notification in the Gazette of
India, direct in'this behalf. Section 22 provides for searches, and grant of copies of entries in
register books which shall be admissible in evidence.

» 15, Sections 23 and 24 prescribe penalties of imprisonment which may extend to three years and °
fine for wilfully giving false information to a Registrar of Births and Deaths, and of fine, which may
extend to five hundred. rupees, for Registrars of Births and Deaths omitting to enter births or deaths
in the register or losing or injuring register books. .
! 16. Lastly, section 25 prescribes the procedure by which errors in the form or substance of any

bE entry in a register book of births and deaths may be corrected.

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in Act III of 1872 and the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which are necessary in order to make the provisions of these Acts fit in
with the scheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entries in the registers kept under these
e Acts are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

18. Chapter V deals with the last of the three subjeots referred to in the first paragraph of this
Statement. As noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or burials are at present kept
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers of marriages were also similarly kept be-
fore the marriage-registration law came into force. Most of these registers are, as the law now stands
inadmissible in evidence, and possibly many of them should never be admitted in evidence owing to th(;
irregular manner in which they have been compiled. At the same time, others are probably fit for
admission as public registers. Under these circumstances, it seems advisable to follow the analogy of .
what was done in. England (see 8 & 4 Vic,, c. 92) and provide a procedure under which such of these
5 registers as are worthy of recognition may be validated and certified copies of entries made in them
& declared admissible in evidence. This is accordingly done by Chapter V.

: 19. That chapter first (section 28) declares that any person having custody of any such
e . within one year from the date on which the Bill comesyillj]to force, send themyto tlleyRegis;izgrgs(axlngi
of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the territories within which thoe person resides, or, if he resides in
a Nabi\_re State, to such one of those Registrars General as the Governor General-in Coluncil by notifica-
tion, d'ma_ctS. It then (section 29) provides for the appointment by the Governor General in Council of
qommlssmners to examine the registers so sent to the various Registrars General, and prescribes (sec-
tion 30) the duties of the Commissioners, which are to inquire into the state, custody and authenticit
of every register submitted fo them, and to prepare lists of all such registors or portions of registers a.y;!
they find to be accurate and faithful, and to certify upon some part of every book or volume cgnta,inin
any such register or portion of a register as is referred to in any such list that it is one of the registe g
refe{rre«%i to 13 the lggt. fSe(i:’tl;lxon 31 é)ox];mits, Endpa.yment of a foe, searches to be made of the ]its ;2
“prepared, and provides ior the grant of certified copies of the entries in the recisten i ]
adnll)issible in eIx’ridence. g p_ ; , ‘08 fu the rogistors which shall be ‘
20. Finally, Chapter VI (sections 32 and 38) empowers tho Governor General in Counoil to make

rules with regard to certain matters connected with the purposes of the Act reseri
- procedure for the making and publication of such rules. PP SRR SR T

{(Signed) C. P, Iusker,

The @nd January 1886,
: ; R. J. CROSTHWAITE,

Officlating Secretary to the Government of Tndia

BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVEBRNMENT CENTRAL PRESS,
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PART VI

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced into the
Council of the Governor General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
16th January 18835, and was referred to a Select
Committee :—

No. 1 of 1885.
THE BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MAR-

RIAGES REGISTRATION BILL,
1885.
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The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1885.

(Chapter [—Preluminary—Sections 1-4.

4 Bill to provide for the voluniary Registration of
certain Births and Deaths, for the establishment
of General Registry Offices for Leeping Itegisters
of certain Births, Deaths and Marriages, and
Jor certain other purposes.

WrEREAs it is expedient to provide for the
voluntary registratiou of births and deaths among
certain classes of persons, for the more effectual
registration of those births and deaths and of the
marriages registered under Act ITI of 1872 or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and for the
establishment of general registry offices for keep-
ing registers of those births, deaths and mar-
riages ;

And whereas it is also expedient to provide for
the collection and preservation of certain existing
registers made otherwise than inthe perform-
ance of a duty specially enjoined by the law of
the country in which the register was kept, and
to declare that copies of the entries in those re-
gisters shall be admissible in evidence ;

It is hereby enacted as follows :—
CHAPTER I.
PRELIMINARY.

1. (Z) This Act may be
called the Births, Deaths
and Marriages Registra-

Short title and com-
mencemgnt,

tion Act, 1885 ; and

‘(@) It shall come into force on such day as the
Governor General in Council, by notification in
the Gaszelte of India, dirvects.

2. This Act extends to the whole of British
: India, and, so far only as
Lozl extent. regar:]s subjects of Her
Majesty, o the dominions of Princes and States
in India in alliance with Her Majesty.
In this Act, unless there is something repug-
nant in the subject or
context,—

£ prescx;ibed *” means prescribed by a rule made

Definitions,

by the Governor General in Council under this
Act; and

istrar of Births and Deaths” means a
r of Births and: Deaths appointed under

Chapter II.—General Registry Offices of

Births, Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 5-6 )

4. Nothing in this Act, or in any rule made
under this Act, shall
affect any law heret_oforo
or hereafter passed providing for the registra-
tion of births and deaths within particular local
areas.

Saving of local laws.

CHAPTER IT.

GENERAL REGISTRY OFricES oF Birrms, DEATHS

"AND MARRIAGES.

5. (1) Each Local

Establishment of general
Government —

registry offices and appoint-
ment of Registrars General.

(@) shall establish a general registry office, for
keeping such certified copies of registers of births
and deaths registered under this Act, or mar-
riages registered under Act IIT of 1872 (fo pro-
vide @ form of marriage in cerluin cases), or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, as may be
sent to iv under this Act, or under either of the
two last-mentioned Acts as amended by this
Act ; and

(b) may, from time to time appoint to the
charge of that office an officer, to be called the
Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages, for the territories under its administra-
tion. *

(%) Provided that the Governor of Bombay in
Council may, with the previous sanction of the
Governor General in Council, establish two gene-
val registry offices and appoint two Registravs
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the
territories under his administration ; one of such
general registry offices and of such Registrars
General being  established and appointed for
Sindh and the other for the other territorics
under the administration of the Governor of
Bombay in Council,

6. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall cause
}iudlexes of all the certi-
ed copie register
sent to his office under this Act})Aib ;fI lcffg]lsé‘it’(?}}’s
or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872 ;;
amended by this Act, to be made and l’:ept in his
office in the prescribed form. ,

Indexes to be kept at
general registry office.

]

S

Ar~

A\

e S A S A . .

[CL6&T
Wm. IV, c.
86, 5. 2.1 g

.

XV of 1872.

[Cf. Act IIT

of 1877, s. 4.]
Fa

\

"

[Cl.6& 7
Wm. IV, e.
67, 83, 37 & 38.
See also Act
111 of 1877,

8. 77(]'
XV of 1872. )/
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The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1885.
(Chapter II.—General Registry Offices of Births,
(Chapter III.— Registration of Births and Deaths.—Sections 10-16.)

7. Subject to the payment of the prescribed
fees, the indexes so made
shall be at all reasonable
. times open to inspection
by any person applying to inspect them, and
copies of entries in the certified copies of the re-
gisters to which they relate shall be given toall
persons applying for them.

8. A copy of an entry given under the last
foregoing section shall be
signed by the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages, and shall be admissible in evi-
dence for the purpose of proving the birth, death
or marriage to which the entry relates.

9. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths

Superintendence of Re- and Marriages shall ex-
gistrars by  Registrar ercise a general superin-
General. tendeuce over the Regis-
trars of Births and Deaths in the territories for
which he is appointed.

Indexes to be open to
inspection.

Copics of entries to be
admissible in evidence.

CHAPTER III.
ReaistraTiON oF BirTHs AND DEATHS.
A.—Application of this Chapter.

10. The persons whose births and deaths
shall be registrable under
this chapter are as fol-
lows, namely :—

(@) in BritishIndia,the members of every race,
sect or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act,
1865, applies, and in respect of which an order
under section 332 of that Act is not for the time
being in force, and all persons professing the
Christian religion ;

(b) in the dominions of Princes and States in
India in alliance with Ier Majbsty, subjects of
Her Majesty being members of a like race, sect
or tribe or professing the Christian religion.

Persons whose births and
deaths are registrable,

B.—Registration Istablishment.
11.

Power for Local Govern-
ment to appoint Registrars
for its territories.

(Z) The*Local Government may, from
time to time, appoint,
either by name or by
virtue of their office, so
many persons as it thinks fit to be Registrars of
Births and Deaths for such local areas within the
territories under its administration as it may,
from time to time, define.

(2) The Local Government may suspend, re-
move or dismiss any person appointed under this
section and appoint another person in his stead.

(8) A Registrar of Births and Deaths may re-
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern-
ment his intention to do so, and, on his resignation
being accepted by the Local Government, he shall
be deemed to have vacated his office.

12. The Governor General in Councilmay, from
time to time, by notifi-
cation in the Gazette of
India, appoint, either by
name or by: virtue of

Power for Governor Ge-
neral in Council to appoint
Registrars of Births and
Deaths for Native States.

Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 7-9.)°

their office, so many persons as he thinks fit to be

Registrars of Births and Deaths for such local
arcas within the territories of any Prince or State
in India in alliance with Her Majesty as he may,
from time to time, define.

138. () Every Registrar of Births and Deaths [Ci‘- 37 3833.
shall have an officein the g3 “***
local area for which heis
appointed.

(2) Tvery Registrar of Births and Deaths to
whom the Local Government may direct this sub-
section to apply shall attend at his office for the
purpose of registering births and deaths on such
days and at such hours as the Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages may, from time
to time, direct, and shall cause to be placed in
some conspicuous place on or near the outer
door of his office, his name, with the addition of
Registrar of Births and Deaths for the local area
for which' he is appointed, and the days and
hours of his attendance.

Office and attendance of
Registrar,

14. (/) When any Registrar of Births and [Cf. Act TII
7 f 1877, . 10,
Absence of Registrar Deaths to whom the gl-o 37'&' a8

from his district or vacancy Tsocal Government IMay vie, c, 88, as.
in his office. direct this section to ap-24¢& 25.]
ply, not being a Registrar of Births and Deaths o
for a local area in the town of Calcutta, :.\Iadra.s 4
or Bombay, is absent, or when his office 1s tem-
porarily vacant, any person whom the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages appoints
in this behalf, or, in default of such appoint-
ment, the Judge of the District Court wmbm the
local limits of whose jurisdiction the Registrar’s
office is situate, shall be the Registrar of Births
and Deaths during such absence or until the
Local Government fills the vacancy.
(2) When any such Registrar of Births and
Deaths for a local area in the town of Q:Llcutta,
Madras or Bombay is absent, or when .his office
is temporarily vacant, any person whom the Re-
gistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
appoints in this behalf shall be the Registrar of
Births and Deaths during such absence or until
the Local Government fills the vacancy.
(3) The Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall report all appointments made
under this section to the Local Government.

15. The Local Goverament shall supply [Ci. Act TIT
Resister books to be every Registrar of Births oF 1877, a.
Ruppﬁcd:mdprcserv:\tinnof and Deaths with a S'llﬂ'l- 2
records to be provided for.  siont number of register ;
books of births and of register books of deaths,’ o
and shall malke suitable provision for the preser-
vation of the records connected with the regis- b |
tration of births and deaths. 5
C.—Maode of Registration.
16. Every Registrar of Births and Deaths, on [Cf. 6 &
: ipt of notice of a birth Y.
Duty of Registrar to receipt ot notic 88
enter births and deaths of or death within the local 18 ; also
which notice is given in  area for which he is af)- 111
e pointed, shall, if the no- '

tice is given within the prescribed time and in
the prescribed mode by a person authorized by
this Act to give the notice, forthwith make an

entry of the birth or death in the proper register
book. ST

e




17. Tho following persons are hereby autho-
rized to give notice of a
birth, namely, the father
or mother of the child, or,
in default of the father or mother, the occupier
of the house in which to his knowledge the child
e is borp, or any person present at the birth, or
2 the person having charge of the child.

~ [Cf. 3738
;.Vie.. c. 88,

3, 10.] Persons authorized to

give notice af birth.

Ci.37&38 ° 18. The following persons are hereby autho-
) i?o,lc. 83,  percons authorized to Tized to give notice of a
yoRs give notice of death. death, namely :—

" (@) Tn the case of any person dying in a house
after the date on which this A.ct comes into force,
the neavest relatives of the deceased present at
the death or in attendance during the last illness
of the deceased, or, in default of such relatives,
) any other relative of the deceased dwelling or

being in the local area of the Registrar of Births,
and Death- within which the deceased was at the
tirae of his death, or, in default of such relatives,
any person present at the death, or the occupier
of the bouse in which to his knowledge the death
took place, or, in default of' the persons herein-
before in this section mentioned, any inmate of
that house; and

(&) in the case of any person dying in a place
which is nob a house, or of a dead body being
found elsewhere than in a house after the date on
which this Act comes into force, any relative of
the deceased person having knowledge of any of

[CL. 37 & 38
Vic., c. 85,
s 11.]
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(Chapter IIL.—Registration of Births and Death

s.—Sections 17-25.)

Churches of England, Rome and Scotland, the

Registrar may send the certified copiesin the first
instance to his ecclesiastical superior, who shall
send them to the proper Registrar General of
Births, Deaths and Marriages.

In this sub-section, © Church of England” and
«Charch of Scotland”  mean the Church of
England and the Church of Scotland as by ]m,v"
established respectively ; and “ Church of Rome
means the Church which regards the Pope of
Rome as its spivitual head.

(2) The provisions of

apply to every Registrar o d hs 1
the territories of any Prince or State in India in
alliance with Her Majesty, with this modification,
'that the certified copies referred to in that sub-
section shall be sent to such one of the Regis-
irars General of Births, Deaths and Marriages as
the Governor General in Council, from time to
time, by notification in the Gazelle of India, ap-
points in this behalf.

29. (1) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths [\%f 613 7 K
shall, on payment of the J g5 " “>"
prescribed fees, ab all also ActXVof
~ reasonable times allow 1872, s. 79.]
searches to be made in the register books kept
by him, and give'a copy of any entry in the same.

(2) Bvery copy of an entry in a register book
aiven under this section shall be signed by the

sub-section (Z) shall fAct XV of {

Searches and’ copics of
entries in register books.

the particulars requived to be registered concern-
ing the death, or, in defaultof such relative, any
person present ab the death, or finding, or taking
charge of, the body.

19. (Z) When an entry of a birth or death has
been made by the Regis-
trar of Births and Deaths
¢ as required by section 16,

the person giving notice of the birth or death
must sign the entry in the register in the pre-
sence of the Registrar.

(2) Until the entry has been so signed, the
birth or death shall not be deemed to be regis-
tered under this Act.

20. The Registrar of Births and Deaths shall,

Grant of certificate of 0 upplication made af

registration of Dbirth or the time of registering
doath. . any birth or death by the
person giving notice of the birth or death, and
on payment by him of the prescribed fee, give
to the applicant a certificate in the prescribed
*form, signed by the Registrar, of having regis-
tered the birth or death.

21. (I) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths
, in British India shall
*send to the Registrar

Geeneral of Births, Deaths
; ; and Marriages for the
. temitories within which the local area for which

‘e is appointed is situate, at the prescribed inter-

vals, a true copy, certified by him under his hand,
‘in the prescribed form, of all the entries of births
and deaths in the register book ‘kept by him
gince the last of those intervals:
V‘Pm ided that, in the case of Registrars of
irths and Deaths who are clergymon of the

o oy

Entry of birth or death
to be signed by person giv-
ing notice.

(. 37 & 38
ie., . 88,
~ 5,30]

2

: Duty of Rl}gintmra as 1o

also Aot Sending certified copies of

I of 1877, s entries in register hooks to
= Registrar General.

Registrar of Births and Deaths, and shall be ad-
missible in evidence for the purpose of proving X
the birth or death to which the entry relates.

D.—Penalties. b

23.

Penalty for wilfully giv-
ing false mformation,

If any person wilfully makes, or causes to [Cf. 6 &7

be nn.ldo, for the purpose ;v's"b: ISV,“ ;
of being inserted in any g7 & 38 Vic.,
register of births or c. 88, s 40:
deaths, any false statement in conmection with £t XV of
any notice of a birth or death under this Act, he 1672,5,.66.1
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term -

which may extend to three years and with fine.

24. 1If any Registrar of Births and Deaths [37 & 38Vic,,
refuses, or without rea- ¢ 88, s.35.]
sonable cause omits, to

i make ail enfry in the pro-

per register of any birth or death which he ought

so to enter under this Act, or if any person

having the custody of any register book of births

or deaths carelessly loses or injures or allows the

injury of the book, he shall be punished with fine

which may extend to five hundred rupees.

Penalty for omission to
enter birth or death in re-
gister, or loss of register.

I..—Corvection of Krrors.

25, (1) It a chisbmr' of Births and Deaths [Cf. 6 & 7
;‘hscovers any error in the ‘Vg\- 1v,
orm or substance of any & 85,8 44:
5 _ entry of abivthor death in 37 é‘é 33. Xéc"
any register kept by him under this Act, he may, leo Ac

Correction of entry in re-
gister of births and deaths,

. Sae also Act
in the presence of the persons who gave the notice V. °f 1872,
of the birth or death, or; in case of their death 218

or absence, in the presence of two other credible

witnesses, correct the error by entry in the mar- 3
gin, without any alteration of the original entr

and shall sign the marginal entry and add there{é

the date of the correction,

£ Births and Deaths in 1872, 8 86.3  °\

B

A



XV of 1872.

Deaths and Marriages.

. dian Christian

The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1885-

(Chapter IV.— Amendment of Marriage Acts, 1872.—Sections 26-27. Chapter V.—Special
Provisions as to certain existing Registers.—Sections 28-30).

(2) Every entry made under this section must
be attested by the witnesses in whose presence it
was made.

" (8) If a certified copy of the entry has already

been sent to the Registrar General of Births,
Deaths and Marriages, the Registrar of Births
and Deaths shall make and send a separate certi-
fied copy of the original erroneous entryand of
the marginal correction therein made.

CHAPTER IV.
AMENDMENT oF MARRIAGE Acrs, 1872.

26. After section 13 of Act IIT of 1872 (¢o

provide a form of mar-
Addition of new section

; S Tt riage in certain cases),
‘l‘s’f,‘i_{s"“m" » AL L O the following section shall

be inserted :—

“18A. The Registrar shall send to the
Registrar  General of
Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages for the territories
within which his district
is situate, at such inter-
vals as the Governor
General in Council, from time to time, directs, a
true copy certified by him under his hand, in
such form as the Governor General in Council,
from time to time, prescribes, of all entries made

Transmission of certified
copics of entries in mar-
riage-certificate book to the
Registrar General of Birthe,

* by him in the said marriage-certificate book

since the last of such intervals.”

27. In the Indian
Christian Marriage Act,
1872, the following
amendments shall be

Amendment of the In-
Marriage
Act, 1872,

made, namely :—

(@) at the end of section 3 the words “ ¢ Regis-
trar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages’ means a Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages ap-
pointed under the Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registration Act, 1883,”
shall be added ;

(b) for the words “ Secretary to the Liocal Gov-
ernment >, wherever they occur, and
for the words ¢ Secretary to a Local
Government ”’ in section 79, the words
“ Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages >’ shall be substituted ;

(c) for the words ‘at such places as the Local
Government directs”’ in section 62, the
words “in the office of the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
for the territories of the Local Govern-
ment by which the person who keeps
the register-book was licensed *’ shall
be substituted ;

(d) in section 81, a.fter. the words ¢ Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Mar-

riages” the words ¢ in England’’ shall
be added.

. to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and

.

CHAPTER V.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING |
REGISTERS.

28. If any person in British India, or in the [CL.3&4
dominions of any Prince V“l’" e
or State in India .in *
alliance with Her Ma-
jesty, has for the time i
- being the custody of any 1
register or record of birth, baptism, naming,
dedication, death or burial of any persons of the
classes specified in section 10, or of any register
or record of marriage of persons of the class of
those to whom Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian |
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, applies, and, if XV of 1872,
such register or record has been made by him |
otherwise than in performance of a duty specially ]
enjoined by the law of the country in which the Y
register or record was kept, he may, within one
year from the date on which this Act comes into
force, send the register or record to the office of
the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages for the territories within which he
resides, or, if he resides within the dominions of
any such Prince or State as aforesaid, to such
one of the Registrars General as aforesaid as the

Permission  to persons
having custody of certain
records to send them within
onlo year to Registrar Gene-
ral.

_ Governor General in Council, by notification in

the Gazelle of India, from time to time, directs
in this behalf.

29. (Z) The Governor Greneral in Council may [Cf. 3 & 4
appoint so many persons Vic, ¢. 94
as he thinks fitto be Com- % 2.
missioners for examining :

tho registers or records

sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths

and Marriages under the last foregoing section.

Appointment of Com-
missioners to examine re-
gisters.

(2) The Commissioners so appointed shall hold
office for such period as the Governor General in b
Council, by the order of appointment, or any sub- V.3
sequent order, directs.

30 (Z) The Commissioners appointed under the
S ; last foregoing sectionshall
el enquire into the state,
custody and authenticity

of every such register or record as may be sent

Commis-

Marriages under section 28,

-and shall, from time to time, deliver to the
Registrar General a descriptive list or lists of all
such registers or records, or portions of registers
or records, as they find to be accurate and faithfal.

(2) The list or lists shall contain the prescribed
particulars and refer to the registers or records,
or to the portions of the registers or records,
the prescribed manner.

~ (8) The Commissioners shall alzo cert:
writing, upon some part of every separate b
volume containing any such register or re
portion of a register or record, as is refe;
any list or lists made by the Commissione



.

it is one of the registers or records, or portions of
~ registers or records, referred to in the said list or
liste.
. 81. () Subject to the payment of the pre-
" Searches of lists pre- scribed fees the descrip-
pared by Commissioners tive list or lists of regis-
and grant of certified copies ters or records, or por-
of entries, . 2

tions of registers or
records delivered by the Commissioners to the
Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages shall be, at all reasonable times, open to
o inspection by any person applying to inspect
them, and copies of entriés in those registers or
records shall be given to all persons applying for
them.

(2) A copy of an entry given under this sec-
tion shall be signed by the Registrar General of
Births, Deaths and Marriages, and shall be ad-
missible in evidence for the purpose of proving
the birth, baptism, naming, dedication, death,
burial or marriage to which the entry relates.

CHAPTER VI.
RouLEs.

32. The Governor General in Council may,
: from time to time, make

Power for Governor
%neml in Council to make rules—
5.

(@) to fix the fees payable under this Act; «

(b) to prescribe the forms required for the pur-
posos of this Act ;

(¢) to prescribe the time within whicl, and the
mode in which, persons authorized under
this Act to give notice of a birth or
death to a Registrar of Births and
Deaths must give the notice;

(Chapter V.—Special Provisions as to certain existing Regis
Chapter VI.—Rules.—Sections 32-33 ).

The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1885.

ters.—Section 31.

d) to vrescribe the registers to be .kepb, and

@ li?he form and m%nuer in which Regis-
trars of Births and Deaths are to regis-
ter births and deaths under this Act, and
the intervals at which they are to send
true copies of the entries of births and
deaths in the registers kept by them ;

(¢) to prescribe the parbiculars which the de-
seriptive list or lists to be _pl‘epared by
the Commissioners appointed under
Chapter V are to contain, and the
manner in which they are to refer to
the records or registers, or portions of
records or registers to which they relate;
and

(f) generally to carry oub the purposes of this
Act.

33. (/) The Governor General in Council

. shall, hefore making

p“{f&§§§;§§°{u’{g‘“ng and  Jyles under the last fore-

’ going section, publish a

draft of the proposed rules in such manner as

may, in his opinion, be sufficient for the informa-
tion of persons likely to be affected thereby.

(2) There shall be published with the draft a
note specifying a date at or after which the draft
will be taken into consideration. :

(8) The Governor General in Council shall re-
ceive and consider any objection or suggestion
which may be made by any person with respect
to the draft before the date so specified.

(4) . Every rule made under this section shall be
published in the Gazette of India, and the publi-
cation in the Gazette of India of a rule purporting
to be made under the last foregoing section shall
be conclusive evidence that it has been duly

" made.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

5 It is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of births and deaths

for the benefit of such classes of the community as would be likely to avail themselve regi
tion, (2) to establish general registry offices for keeping 1-egisterz of the births andsc?(fniﬁghsl: gll':giz-

-~ tered, andpof marriages registered under Act ITI of 1872 or the lndian Christian Marriage Act, 1872
(XV of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving evidential value to certain existing registers of
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no law. -

. 2. The subject of the registration of births and deaths among Euro i i
; 1 : | ropeans in Indig h
! "; '»;}mder the copsxderatxon qf the Government, whose attention has, mc(’)reovelp', been frequ::;ltl_{;sd?f:(;elg‘;%
it by memorials from various Christian religious bodies urging very strongly the need for legislation

g .

- 3. The Indian Statute-hook contains at present 3 < ;

e ) ns ab present no general law for the reg !

4: : zc_lea.bh's. Th.ere are, mdeec}, enactments which pprovide foxg the rfegistmtiot;l %fri?;:ﬁgatgzg ?lfe;;g;hs.&qd
certain specified areas, principally municipalities and cantonments, but, in the first place, these o lt?

Q‘l;jli s are strictly loca:1 in their nature, leaving the greater portion of the country un rovided £ enacd-

tho vext place, their provisions, being directed primarily to statistical purposes la)n'e not gr, m}i .

as to make the registers of births and deaths kept under them of value for pu’rposes of gvifll(la?nc:

As to the numerous registers of baptisms and burials’ whi inis

ok ch are kept .

P%’l‘biiof the country, it is doubtful how far they can be relied on ;or g?igir})gy :2:&?2‘:3 th;ehg 1on
iculars as to births and deaths, and most of them would, moreover, be inadmissible i’;l evidr:nq;;-

g the state of the law, and considering the importance of the subj
¢ f the 1 I subject
, refer.u;_ﬂ;tq, m'n_l having regard to the fact that references are inzqfssﬁ;a&?a’aﬁ%

¥
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the Secretary of State for India and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con-
nection with questions involving large individual interests such asrights to property, the ‘Govemme:nb
of India is of opinion that it is expedient to enact a permissive law under which full facilities for regis-
tering births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these events.

6. As to the second object of the Bill, it is obvious that no system of registration of births and
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certain centres,

of general offices where the information registered at the various local offices shall be collected and so
arranged as to be readily available for public reference.

7. In this connection, the attention of the (Gtovernment of India has been directed to the unsatis-

‘factory nature of the system of registration of marriages under the Indian Christian Marriage Act,
1872, and Act I1I of 1872.

Documentary evidence of all marriages under the former Act is, by the provisions of the Act or e |
the orders thereunder, sent to the Secretary to the Local Government, who is also empowered to grant 1
certified copies which are receivable in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that nothing
further was required. But, as a matter of fact, not only are no arrangements made for maintaining
an index to the marriages the records of which are retained in the local Secretariat, but the greater
portion of the marriuge records which are received in the local Secretariat have, under section 81 of
the Act and the orders in force, to be sent on in original to the Government of India in the Home
Department for transmission to the Secretary of State; so that the greater number of the marriage
records which reach the local Secretariat do not remain there for purposes of reference, and such as do
remain are, owing to the absence of an index, practically valueless.

As to Act III of 1872, this Act makes no provision for the marriages solemnized under it being
reported to any-central authority. The marriage-certificate books for which it provides are retained

by the Registrar, who is not even required to index them. Their value as records of the marriages
to which they refer is accordingly much diminished.

8. The Government of India have, therefore, availed themselves of the opportunity of the pro-
posed legislation for the registration of births and deaths to remove these defects in the marriage-
registration law, by providing for genoral registry offices for keeping registers, not only of the births
and deaths which may be registered under the proposed law, but also of marriages which may be
registered under Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872.

9. The present Bill extends (section 2) to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards sub-
jects of Her Majesty, to the dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance with Her Majesty.

10. As there seems to be no way of utilizing for the special purposes in view the compulsory
system of registration of births and deaths which is prescribed by the local laws referred to in para-
graph 3 above, or of separating the registration of the limited classes affectod by the Bill from that of
the general population which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save the laws
providing for the registration of births and deaths within particular local areas at present in force
or which may hereatter be passed; and this is done by section 4. The result of this section will,
therefore, be that the persons to whom the provisions of the Bill relating to the registration of births
and deaths are applicable will be bound, as heretofore, to satisfy the statistical requirements of such
local Acts, and will be at liberty to re-vegister births and deaths under the Bill for evidential purposes.

11. Chapter II provides (section 5) for the establishment by the Local Governments of general re-
gistry offices of births, deaths and marriages,and the appointment of Registrars General of Births,Deaths,
and Marriages. By section 6 indexes are to be kept at the general registry offices of all the certified
copies of registers which may be sent to them under the Bill or under Act IIL of 1872 or the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872. These indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and
copies of the entries in the certified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all
persons applying for them ; and such copies are (section 8) to be admissiblein evidence. By section 9
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Registrars of Births and Deaths.

12, Chapter ITI deals with the subject of registration of births and deaths. Section 10 defines |
the persons whose births and deaths are registrable as, in British India, the members of every race, sect 3
or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 1865, applies and in respect of which an order under section g
332 of that Act is not for the time being in force, and all persons professing the Christian religion, and
in Native States all like persons who are British subjects. These provisions of the Bill will therefore,
generally speaking, apply to East Indians, Jews, Armenians and Pérsis as well as to Europeans and
Native Christians. These are believed to be the only classes of persons in the country who are likely

to avail themselves of the benefits of a law of this nature.

13. The chapter then provides fora registration establishment, empowering (sections 11 and 12)
the Local Government in British India and the Governor General in Council in Native States to ap-
point either by name or by virtue of their office fit persons to be Registrars of Births.and Deaths for
definite local areas. Itis proposed to appoint under the general powers given by these sections persons
authorized or licensed to perform marriages under either Act IIL of 1872 ov the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1872, and, in order to provide for the receipt of notices from persons who may prefer not
to resort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended should be
appointed for each local area for which a person who is also a Marriage Registrar is appointed. Tt
to the latter class of Registrars that sections 13 and 14, which lay down certain proyisions's
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 offico of such Registrars, and for the filling up temporary vacancies in the office of such

' ?nt::dedtoapplﬁl Section 15 provides f%r Ebe supply of register books and the preserva .
14, The chapter next treats of the mode of registration. It imposes (section %6) ({’» 1(1113]’8 (:)l;

every Registrar of Births and Deaths to make an entry in his register book of all births a;)l dea R

which notice may be given to him within the prescribed time and in th‘e 'prcscrlbed mode {1 a 1113 e

authorized to give him such notice. It then (sections 17 and 18) spécifies the persons who S a

authorized to give notice of births and deaths respectively.

. Section 19 provides that the entry of the birth or death is to be signed by the person gw‘m_g
notice, and declares that until it is so signed the birth or death sl_ml] not be .deex-ued to be 1'<?glste1'e 5
By section 20 every Registrar of Births and Deaths is required to give on applicatiou made ab the_tlm?E

of registering any birth or death by the person giving notice of the same, and on payment by him o
the prescribed fee, a certificate of having registered the birth or death.
Section 21 provides for the sending by every Registrar of Births and Deaths ab prescribed inter-
" vals to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages of certified copies of all entries in his
register books. In the case of Registrars in British India, the copies are to be sent to the Registrar

General within whose jurisdiction the local areas for which the Registrar 1s appomte_(‘l is situate, an

exception being made 1n the case of Registrars who are clergymen of the Churches of England, Rome

and Scotland, who may send them to their ecclesiastical superiors to be forwarded by them to the

Registrar General. In the case of Registrars in Native States, the copies are to be sent to such one

of the Registrars General as the Governor General in Council may, by notification in the Gazette of
India, direct in this behalf. Section 22 provides for searches, and grant of copies of entries in
register books which shall be admissible in evidence.
15. Sections 23 and 24 prescribe penalties of imprisonment which may estend t6 three years and

fine for wilfully giving false information to a Registrar of Births and Deaths, and of fine, which may
extend to five hundred. rupees, for Registrars of Births and Deaths omitting to enter births or deaths

in the register or losing or injuring register books.

16. Lastly, section 25 prescribes the procedure by which errors in the form or substance of any
entry in a register book of births and deaths may be corrected.

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in Act ITI of 1872 and the Indian

Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which are necessary in order to make the provisions of these Acts fit in
with the scheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entries in the registers kept under these

Registrars, are
tion of records.

Acts are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

18. Chapter V deals with the last of the three subjects referred to in the first paragraph of this
Statement. As noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or burials are at present kept
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers of marriages were also similarly kept be-
fore the marriage-registration law came into force. . Most of these registers are, as the law now stands,
inadmissible in evidence, and possibly many of them should never be admitted in evidence owing to the
irregular manner in which they have been compiled. At the same time, others are probably fit for
admission as public registers. Under these circumstances, it seems advisable to follow the analogy of
what was done in England (see 8 & 4 Vic., c. 92) and provide a procedure under which such of these
registers as are worthy of recognition may be validated and certified copies of entries made in them
declared admissible in evidence. This is accordingly done by Chapter V. :

_ 19. That chapter first (section 28) declares that any person having custody of any such records may,
~within one year from tho date on which the Bill comes into force, send them to the Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the territories within which the person resides, or, if he resides in
a Native State, to such one of those Registrars General as the Governor General in Council, by notifica-
tion, directs. It then (section 29) provides for the appointment by the Governor General in Council of
Commissioners to examine the registers so sent to the various Registrars General, and prescribes (sec-
tion 30) bhe_dutles of t:he Commigsioners, which are to inquire into the state, ‘custody and authenticity
of every register submitted to them, and to prepare lists of all such registers or portions of registers as
* they find to be accurate and faithful, and to certify upon some part of every book or volume cgntaining
any such register or portion of a register as is referred to in any such list that it is one of the registers
x'efesrred(.1 to 13 the lfst. fSet;tﬁon 31 pex;mits, gndpa,yment of a fee, searches to be made of the lists so
prepared, and provides for the grant of certified copies of the entries i register: i
e elw)z pordes g . J entries in the registers which shall be

+ 20. Finally, Chapter VI (sections 32 and 33) empowers the Governor General in Council to mak
rules with regard to certain matters connected with the purposes of the Act, beeifiid
procedure for the making and publication of such rules. 5 p ,0 g O b s ey
. (Signed C. P. IuserT.

. The2nd January 1886. ) ; $d
; ‘ ‘ R. J. CROSTHWAITE,

Officiating Secretary to the Government of India.
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PART VI

BILLS OF THE COVERNMENT OF INDIA

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced into the
Council of the Governor General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
16th January 1885, and was referred to a Select
Committee :—

No. 1 of 1885.-

THE BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MAR-
RIAGES REGISTRATION BILL,
1885.

—_—
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27. Amendment of the
riage Act, 1872,
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. CHAPTERV.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING,

Sh REGISTERS.

~ SremoN. '

, 98, Permission to persons having custody. of
cortain records to send them within one
year to Registrar General,

99, Appointment of Commissioners to examine
registers.

30. Dutics of Commissioners.

(Chapter I—Prelvminary—>Sections 1-4.

B A Bill to provide for the voluniary Registration of
- certain Birvths and Deaths, for the establishment
of General Registry Offices for keeping Legisters
of certwin Births, Deaths and Marriages, and

. for certain other purposcs.

WaerEss it is expedient to provide for the
voluntary registration of births and deaths among
certain classes of persons, for the moro effectual
registration of those births and deaths and of the
marriages registered under Act IIT of 1872 or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and for the
establishment of general registry offices for keep-
ing registers of those births, deaths and mar-
A4 riages ;

And whereas it is also expedient to provide for
the collection and preservation of certain existing
registers made otherwise than in the perform-
ance of a duty specially enjoined by the law of
the country in which the register was kept, and
to declare that copies of the entries in those re-
 gisters shall be admissible in evidence ;

XV of 1672

\

Tt is hereby enacted as follows :—

. CHAPTER I.
PRELIMINARY.

; 1. (Z) This Act may be

mobort titlo and com-  gqled the Births, Deaths

5 . / and Marriages Registra-
ot tion Act, 1885; and

- [Act XV of

? 2) It shall i p 7
B (©) It shall come into force on such day as the

Governor General in Council, by notification in
the Gasctle of India, directs. .

2. This Act extends to the whole of British
‘India, and, so far only as
SR gl extent: regards subjects of Her
" Majesty, to the dominions of Princes and States
; in India in alliance with Her Majesty.
3. Inthis Act, unless there is something re-
Dohnitions pug nantin the subject or
) context,— A

The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill; 1885.

Births, Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 5-6).

8-10

-

SECTION. oh A
31, Searches of lists prepared by Commissioners pd
. and grant of certified copics of entries.

CHAPTER VL . :
Ruves. ‘
39. Power for Governor General in Council to
make rules.

33. Procedure for making
rules.

and‘ pr;blication of

Chapter IL.—General Registry O(]iccs of

4. Nothing in this Act, or in any rule made .
under this Act, shall
affect any law heretofore
or hereafter passed providing for the registra-
tion of births and deaths within particular local
areas.

Saving of local laws.

CHAPTER II.

GENERAL REecIisTRY OrFricES oF Birrms, DEeATHS
AND MARRIAGES.

5. () Each Local [Cf.6&7
' Wm. 1V,

i Wm. I
Government 86, 5. 2.]

Establishment of general
registry offices and appoint-
ment of Registrars General.

€.

(@) shall establish a general registry office, for \
keeping such certified copies of registers of births \
and deaths registered under this Act, or mar- “
riages registered under Act III of 1872 (to pro-
vide @ form of marriage in certain cases), or the
Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, as may be
sent to it under this Act, or under either of the
two last-mentioned Acts as amended by this
Act ; and

(b) may, from time to time appoint to the
chargo of that office an officer, to be called the
Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages, for the territories under its administra-
tion. ;

() Provided that the Governor of Bombay in [Cf. ActIII
Council may, with the previous sanction of the of 1877, s. 4.]
Governor General in Council, establish two gene- j
ral registry offices and appoint two Registrars
General of Births; Deaths and Matriages for the
territories under his administration ; one of such
general registry offices and of such Registrars
General being established and appointed for
Sindh and the other for the “other territories
under the administration *of the Governor of
Bombay in Council.

6. Bach Registrar
Indexes to be kept at

XV of 1872.

Geeneral of Births, Deaths' [cf, 6 & 7
and Marriages shall cause Wm. 1V, e.

~ “prescribed ”” moans prescribed by a rule made
by the Governor General in Council under this
* Act; and : i

. “Registrar of Births and Deaths”’ means a
‘Regz;trarrof Births and Deaths appointed under

indexes of all the certi- 9728 374&35.
i fied copies of registers ?ff :flafs%ct
sent to his office under this Act, Act III of 1872, 5. 77.] -
or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872, ag XV of 1672

amended by this Act, to be made and kept in his

general registry office,

office in the prescribed form,



X of 1865.

[Cf." Act ITI
of 1877, s.
13.]
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(Chapter IT.—General Registry Offices of Births, Deaths and Marriages.—Sections 7-9.)
(Chapter 1II.— Registration of Births and Deaths.—Sections 10-16.)

7. Subject to the payment of the preseribed
fees, theindexes so made
shall be at all reasonable
times open to inspection
by any person applying to inspect them, and
copies of entries in the certified copies of the re-
gisters to which they relate shall be given to all
persons applying for them.

8. A copy of an entry given under the last
foregoing section shall be
signed by the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages, and shall be admissiblo in evi-
dence for the purpose of proving the birth, death
or marriage to which the entry relates.

9. Each Registrar General of Births, Deaths

Superintendence of Re- and Marriages shall ex-
gistrars by  Registrar  ercise a general superin-
General. tendence over the Regis-
trars of Births and Deaths in the territories for
which he is appointed.

Indexes to be open to
inspection.

Copies of entries to be
admissible in evidence.

CHAPTER III.
REcisTRATION OF BIirTHs AND DEATHS.
A.—Application of his Chapter.

10. - The persons whose births and deaths
shall be registrable under
this chapter are as fol-
lows, namely :—

(a) in British India,the members of every race,
sect or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act,
1865, applies, and in respect of which an order
under section 332 of that Act is not for the time
being in force, and all persons professing the
Christian religion ;

() in the dominions of Princes and States in
India in alliance with Her Majesty, subjects of
Her Majesty being members of a like race, sect
or tribe or professing the Christian religion.

Persons whose births and
deaths are registrable,

B.—Registration Bslablishment.

11. (Z) The Local Government may, from

Power for Local Govern- time to time, appoint,
ment to appoint Registrars either by mname or by
for its territorics. virtue of their office, so
many persons as it thinks fit to be Registrars:of
Births and Deaths for such local areas within the
territories under its administration as it may,
from time to time, define.

(2) The Local Government may suspend, re-
move or dismiss any person appointed under this

section and appoint another person in his stead.

(3) A Registrar bf Births and Deaths may re-
sign by notifying in writing to the Local Govern-
ment his intention o do s0, and, on his resignation
being accepted by the Local Government, he shall
be deemed to have vacated his office.

. 12. The Governor General in Council may, from
time to time, by notifi-
cation in the Gazette of
India, appoint, either by
name or, by virtue of

Power for Governor {ie-
peral in Council to appoint
Registrars of Births and
Deaths for Native States.

their office, so many persons as he thinks fittobe
Registrars of Births and Deaths for such local
areas within the territories of any Prince or State
in India in alliance with Her Majesty as he may, e
from time to time, define. ,

13. (Z) Ivery Registrar of Births and Deaths [v(’;ﬁ:"';'%‘s?f
shall have an officein the o577 " =
local area for which heis
appointed.

(2) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths to
whom the Local Government may direct this sub-
section to apply shall attend at his office for the
purpose of registering births and deaths on such
days and at such hours as the Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages may, from time
to time, direct, and shall cause to be placed in
some conspicuous place on or near the outer
door of his office, his name, with the addition of
Registrar of Births and Deaths for the local area
for which he is appointed, and the days and
hours of his attendance. : 3

14. (Z) When any Registrar of Births and [Cf. Act 11

Al i TResistrar Deaths to whom the of 1877, 5. 10,

hsence o egristrar also 37 & 38
from his district or vacancy Local Government may Vie, c, 88, ss.
in his office. direct this section to ap- 24 & 25.]
ply, not being a Registrar of Births and Deaths
for a local area in the town of Calcutta, Madras
or Bombay, is absent, or when his office is tem-
porarily vacant, any person whom the- Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages appoints
in this behalf, or, in default of such appoint-
ment, the Judge of the District Court within the
local limits of whose jurisdiction the Registrar’s
office is situate, shall be the Registrar of Births
and Deaths during such absence or until the
Local Government fills the vacancy.

(2) When any such Registrar of Births and
Deaths for a local area in the town of Calcuita,
Madras or Bombay is absent, or when his office
is temporarily vacant, any person whom the Re-
gistrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
appoints in this behalf shall be-the Registrar of
Birghs and Deaths during such absence or until
the Liocal Government fills the vacancy. .

(8) The Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages shall report all appointments made
under this section to the Local Government.

15. The Tocal Government shall supply [Cf. A;t ur

Register books to bhe ©very Registrar of Births of 18778
suppﬁcdand preservationof and Deaths witha soffi- =
records to be provided for. cient number of register e
books of births and of register books of deaths, ek
and shall make suitable provision for the preser- e
vation of the records connected with the regis- ‘
tration of births and deaths.

C.—Mode of Registration.

16. Every Registrar of Births and Deaths, on [Ci. 6 &
Duty of Registrar to receipt of notice of a birth \le.'lvy
enter births and deaths of or death within the local 13'; aleo
which notice is given in  greg for which he is ap- 111 of 1877
register: pointed, shall, if the no- 16:1°
tice is given within the prescribed time and in
the prescribed mode by & person aunthorized by
this Act to give the notice, forthwith make an

Office and attendance of
Registrar,

.

entry of the birth or death in the proper re
book. : i
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L . . and, the

17. The following persons are hereby autho- [ Churches of England, Rome and Scotland,
rized to give notice of a [ Registrar may send tl}o cqrmhp pic
instance to his ecclesiastical superior,

d copies in tho first

% Kgir 374& 38
lc"]c‘ & who shall

o _Persons  authorized to 51y yayely, the father

5‘ o EREEotce of birth. or mother of.tl’le child, or, | send them to the proper Registrar Gieneral of
i X * in default of the father or mother, the occupier | Births, Deaths and Marriages. i

7 of the house in which to his knowledge the child | Ty this sub-section,  Church of England” and
| is born, or any person present at the birth, or |« Church of Scotland” mean the Church of

England and the Church of Scotland as by ]a\,v,'
established respectively:; and ¢ Church of Rome
means the Church which regards the Pope of
Romo as its spiritual head.

(2) The provisions of sub-section () shall [Act XVﬁgf
apply to every Registrar of Births and Deaths in 1872 & ]
the territorics of any Prince or State in India in
alliance with Her Majesty, with this modification,
that the certified copies referred to in that sub-
section shall be sent to such one of the Regis-
trars General of Births, Deaths and Marriages as
the Governor General in Council, from time to
time, by notification in the Gazetle of India, ap-
points 1n this behalf.

22. (1) Every Registvar of Births and Deaths [\(‘“/,f 61% 7 s
Searches and copies of shall, ae pa,y‘xucnt of the S'l;;), E
entrics in rogistor .L}ml.m. prescribed t.C(:S, at allalso ActXVof

3 reasonable times allow 1872, s. 79.]
searches to be made in the register books kept

the person having charge of the child.

18. The following persons are hereby autho-

Persons authorized to Mzed to give mnotice of a
give notice of death. death, namely :—

(@) Tn the case of any person dying in a house
after the date onrwhich this Act comes into force,
the nearest relatives of the deceased present at
the death or in attendance during the last illness
of the deceased, or, in. default of such relatives,
any other relative of the deceased dwelling or
being in the local area of the Registrar of Births
and Deaths within which the deceased was at the
time of his death, or, in default of such relatives,
any person present ab the death, or the occapier
of the house in which to his knowledge the death
took place, or, in default of the persons herein-
before in this section mentioned, any inmate of
that house; and

(6) in the case of any person dying in a place

{Cf. 37 & 38
Vic., c. 88,
s. 10.]

[CF. 37 & 38 :
)'fi’ ]" 85, which is not a hO'ISC;' or of a dead body being by him, and give a copy of any entry in the same.
8 di found elsewhere than in a house after the date on (2) Bvery copy of an entry in a rogister bool
. . e . T B i 7 Vi ) { iy a regisier i<
e o force, any nelaiive of iy undor this ssction shall be signed by the

cCIDALs B o ALY Registrar of Births and Deaths, and shall e ad-

the particulars requived to be registered concern-
ing the death, or, in default of such relative, any
person present at the death, or finding, or taking
charge of, the body.

missible in evidence for the purpose of proving
the birth or death to which the entry relates.

D.—Penalties.

N7 o 1 9 f 3
19. (Z) Wheu an eutx}_\ of a ]."]’ ﬂ; c:x ;]enlbh h.a‘s 23. If any person wilfully makes, or causes to [CL. 6 &7
Entry of birth or death been made by tho Regis- be made, for the purpose Wm. 1V,
to be signed by person giv-  trar of Bivths and Deaths |  Penalty for wilfully giv- £ D AR PR POSCR S6, 5. 41 :
ing uotice, as required by section 16, | ing falso informatiou. 9 ,Jetmf: 1"[5""("‘:'(%}]”1 any 37 & 38 Vic.,
- A v 3 % register o nrehs  ore. 8S, s, 40 :
the PR Qu CLvIng: notice of tho _b“”.l oL death deaths, any falso statement in connection with Act XV of
must sign the entry in the register in the pre- . G 4 : 1872, s, 66.]
B e i the Rorisirar any notice of a birth or death under this Act, he "° =
5 e cE i Ia: 3 shall be punished with imprisonment for a term
_(2) Until the entry has been so signed, the | which may extend to threo years and with fine.
birth or death shall not be decmed to be regis- 94. If any Registrar of Birtl T ;
tered under this Act. ; : 'lt "[' b MR Ie‘gmcs” (:S ;':2‘:] i toaths [378§a 3sav5ic]..
5 i « enalty for omission to TELuses, or 1out rea- c. 8. 35.
[Cf. 37'% 38 20. The Registrar of Births and .Denvths shall, | enter birth or death in re- souable’ cause omits, to X
:‘;6 ]" 88, | Grant_of certificate of 0N “]’_1’1“-’““0“ n:.mde' at | gister, or loss of register. 116 ) enfry in the pro-
el (Tlt'sl:l"“m" of birth or the time of registering |per register of any birth or death which he ought
et e - ; any birth or death by the | so to enter undor this Act, or if any person
person giving notice of the birth or death, and | having the custody of any register book of births
. on payment by le of t_lfe prc.scmbed fee, give for deaths carelessly loses or injures or allows the
to the applicant’ a certificate in the prescribed | injury of the book, he shall be punished with fine
form, signed by the Registrar, of having regis- | which may extend to five hundred rupees.
-, tered the birth or death.
l‘gi. 6 1!\"1 21. (Z) Every Registrar of Births and Deaths L.—Correction of Errors.
s in British India shall

25. (1) If a Registrar of Bivths and Deaths [CE. 6 &7
;hscqvcrs any error in the ngé v,
lorm or substance of-any ¢ 86, s. 44 :
: entry of abirth or death, ii 373&33, 33 ngr 1
any register kept by him under this Act, he may, See also Abc't
in the presence of the persons who gave the notieg X of 1872,
of the birth or death, or, in case of their dca{h 78]

or absence, in the presence of two other credible
witnesses, correct the error by entry in the map-

gin, without any alteration of the original enfyy.

and shall sign the marginal entry and add nheregé

the date of the correction.

36, 88. 32 & Duty of Registrars as to
445 also Act sending certified copies of
I11 of 1877, 8. cutries in register books to
56.) Registrar General.

send to the Registrar
Geeneral of Births, Deaths
and Marriages for the
territories within which the local area for which
he is appointed is situate, at the proscribed inter-
vals, a true copy, certified by him under his hand,
in the prescribed form, of all the entries of births
and deaths in the register book kept by him
since the last of those intervals: « ’

Provided that, in the case of Registrars of
Births and Deaths who are clergymen of the

_Correction of entry in re-
gister of births aud deaths,
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(Chapter IV.—Amendment of Marriage Acts, 1872.—Sections 26-27.  Chapter V.—Special
Provisions as to certain existing Iegisters.—Sections 28-30).

(2) Every entry made under this section must
be attested by the witnesses in whose presence it
was made.

(8) If a certified copy of the entry has already
been sent to the Registrar General of Births,
Deaths and Marriages, the Registrar of Births
and Deaths shall make and send a separate certi-
fied copy of the original erroneous eutry and of
the marginal correction therein made.

CHAPTER IV.
AMENDMENT OF MARRIAGE Acmé, 1872.

26. After section 13 of Act IIT of 1872 (to
provide a form of mar-
riage in certain cases),
the following section shall
be inserted :—

«]13A. The Registrar shall send to the
Registrar  General  of
Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages for the territories
within which his district
is situate, at such inter-
vals as the Governor
General in Council, from time to time, directs, a
true copy certified by him under his hand, in
such form as the Governor General in Council,
from time to time, prescribes, of all entries made
by him in the said marviage-certificate book
since the last of such intervals.”

Addition of new scction
after scetion 13, Act IIT of
1872.

Transmission of certified
copies of entrics in mar-
riage-certificate book to the
Registrar General of Birthe,
Deaths and Marriages.

297. In the Indian
i A"‘%‘{}!}‘g‘i} °fMtL‘r°ri£"‘; Christian Marriage Act,
At 1sr, o TS 1879, the  following
amendments shall  be

made, namely :—

(@) at the end of section 3 the words “ Regis-
trar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages’ means a Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages ap-
pointed under the Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registration Act, 1885,”
shall be added ;

(%) for the words “ Secretary to the Liocal Gov-
ernment ”’, wherever they occur, and
for the words ¢ Secretary to a Local
Government ”’ in section 79, the words
¢ Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages ’’ shall be sabstituted ;

(c) for the words “at such places as the Local
Grovernment directs’’ in section 62, the
words “in the office of the Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages
for the territories of the Local Govern-
ment by which the person who keeps
the register-book was licensed *” shall

" be substituted ;

(d) in section 81, after the words “ Registrar
General of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages ” the words *“ in Bugland’? shall
be added.

vi.—2—4

CHAPTER V.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO CERTAIN EXISTING
REGISTERS.

28. If any person in British India, or in the [Cf.3&4

dominions of any Prince

or State in India in
records to send them within  alliance with Her Ma-
g‘l‘\ﬁ)'cnr to Registrar Gene- jcs;tzy, has for the time
being the custody of any
register or record of bivth, baptism, naming,
dedication, death or burial of any persons of the
classes specified in section 10, or of any register
or record of marriage of persons of the class of
those to whom Act IIT of 1872 or the Indian

Permission  to persons
having custody of certain

Vic., ¢. 92,

Chvistian Marriage Act, 1872, applies, and, if XV of 1872

such register or record has been made by him
otherwise than in performance of a duty specially
enjoined by the law of the country in which the
register or record was kept, he may, within one
year from the date on which this Act comes into
force, send the register or record to the office of
the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages for the territories within which he
resides, or, if he resides within the dominions of
any such Prince or State as aforesaid, to such
one of the Registrars General as aforesaid as the
Governor General in Council, by notification in
the Guzette of India, from time to time, directs
in this behalf.

29. (1) The Governor General in Council may
appoint so many persons
as he thinks fitto be Com-
missioners for examining
the registers or records
sent to tho Registrar General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages under the last foregoing section.

Appointment  of Com.
missioners to examine res
gisters,

(?) The Commissioners so appointed shall hold
office for such period as the Governor General in
Comncil, by the order of appointment, or any sub-
seqaent order, directs. 7

30 (Z) The Commissioners appointed under the
Duties  of  Commis: st forcgoingsccbionshall

U TINI8- . e " . »
o enqguire into the state,

custody and’ authenticity
of every such register or record as may bo sent
to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marriages under section 28,
and shall, from time to time, deliver to the
Registrar General a descriptive list or lists of all
such registers or records, or portions of registers
or records, as they find to be accurate and faithfal.
(2) The list or lists shall contain the prescribed
particulars and refer to the registers or records,

or to the portions of the registers or records, in
the prescribed manner. :

(8) The Commissioners shall also certify in
writing, upon some part of every separate baok or
volume containing any such register or record, or
portion of a register or record, as is referred to in
any list or lists made by the Commissioners, that

Ci. 3& 4
Fic., ¢. 94,
8. 2,

[Cl.3&4
Vic., . 92,
8s. 2and 4,)




it is one of the registers or records, or portions of
registers or records, referred to in the said list or
lists.

31. (Z) Subject to the payment of t.ho.pre-
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(Chaptey V.—Special Provisions as to certain cxisting Registers.—Section 31.
Chapter VI.—Rules.—Sections 32-33).

(d) to prescribe the registers to be kept, and
the form and manner in which Regis-
trars of Births and Deaths are to regis-
tor births and deaths under this Act, and

the intervals at which they are to send

Cf 3 &4
ic € 92,8 Searches of lists pre. Scribed fees the descrip- true copies of the entries of births and

pared by Commissioners tive list or lists of regis-
and grant of certified copies torg or records, or por-
of entries, v +

¥ tions of registers or
records delivered by the Commissioners to the
Registrar General of Births, Deuths and Mar-
riages shall be, at all reasonable times, open to
inspection by any person applying to inspect
them, and copies of entries in those registers or
xcords shall be given to all persons applying for

em.

deaths in the registers kept by them

(¢) to prescribe the particulars which the de-
scriptive list or lists to be prepared by
the Commissioners appointed under
Chapter V are to contain, and the
manner in which they are to refer to
the records or registers, or portions of
records or registers to which they relate;
and

(2) A copy of an entry given under this sec-
“tion shall be signed by the Registrar General of
Births, Deaths and Marriages, and shall be ad-
missible in evidence for the purpose of proving
the birth, baptism, naming, dedication, death,
burial or marriage to which the entry relates.

(f) generally to carry out the purposes of this
Act.

83. (Z) The Governor General in Council
shall, before making
rules under the last fore-
going section, publish a
draft of tho proposed rules in such manmner as
may, in his opinion, be sufficient for the informa-
tion of persons likely to be affected thereby.

(2) There shall be published with the draft a

note specifying a date at or after which the draft
will be taken into consideration.

Procedure for making and
publication of rules,

CHAPTER VI.
RuLEs.

32. The Governor General in Council may,

i
[C1. 37 & 38 X
Governor from time to time, make

Vie,, c. 88,

5. 275 als0 Power for
Act XV of General in Council to qxnke rules— - § . ; 3
Tules, (8) The Governor General in Council shall re-

1872, 5, 82.] 3 : T 5
ceive and consider any objection or suggestion
which may be made by any person with respect

to tho draft before the date so specified.

(4) Every rule made under this section shall be
published in the Gazetie of India, and the publi-
cation in the Gazette of India of a rule purporting
to be made under the last foregoing-section shall
be dconclusive evidence that it has been duly
made. -

() to fix tho fees payable under this Act ;

(0) to prescribe the forms required for the pur-
poses of this Act ;

(¢) to prescribe the timo within which, and the
mode in which, persons authorized under
this Act to give notice of a birth or
death to a Registrar of Births and
Deaths must give the notice;

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

It is proposed by this Bill (1) to establish a system of voluntary registration of births and deaths
for the benefit of such classes of the community as would be likely to avail themselves of such registra-
> tion, (2) to establish general registry offices for keeping registers of the births and deaths so “regis-
’ tered, and of marriages registered under Act ITI of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act 1872
(XV of 1872), and (3) to provide machinery for giving ovidential value to certain existing registers of
births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages, which have been kept under no layw. A=

. 2. The subject of the registration of births and deaths among Buropeans in Indi

: 1 i ! g 4 dia has bee

under the cqnsldernbxou qf the (J'O.VO‘I'DIDBH'(;,.W]JOSG attention has, nf(’)reoverp, been frequently difcf&elc(lmt;%
it by memorials from various Christian religious bodies urging very strongly the need for legislation

: : 3. The Indian Statute-book contains at present no general law for the recistrati i
e death_s. There are, indeed, enactments which provide fofft},he registration (:)f, iT:sE:';gg ?liﬂ.]zﬂ:hv:it?d
certain specified areas, principally municipalitios and cantonments, but, in the first place ti:ese en 1tn
.ments‘ are strictly local in their nature, leaving the ‘greater portion of the country unprov,ided for l acd-
in the next place, their provisions, being directed primarily to statistical purposes, are not fl, aﬁ :
nabure as to make the registers of births and deaths kept under them of value for pu’rposes of gvifllc:fz &
4. Asto the numerous rogisters of baptisms and burials which are kept by ministers of reli '00;
in all parts of the country, it is doubtful how far they can be relied on for giving acecur: t]? y hrehgmp
site partlcul?.rs as to births and deaths, and most of them would, moreover, be inadmissiglz i)];t e_(xl'eqm-
. This being the state of the law, and considering-the importance of the subject L

.he' nmemorials above referred to, and having regard to the fact that references s Jfqu f:;l&;alnll);,d zn;d
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the Secretary of State for India and to the Government of India for proof of age or of deaths in con-
nection with questions involving large individual interests such as rights to property, the Governme.nﬁ
of India is of opinion that it is éxpedient to enact a permissive law under which full facilities for regis-
tering births and deaths should be given to persons valuing unimpeachable evidence of these events.

G. As to the second object of the Bill, it is obvious that no system of registration of births and
deaths can be complete or of practical value unless it provides for the establishment, at certain centres,

of general offices where the information registered ab the various local offices shall be collected and S0
arranged as to be readily available for public reference.

7. In this connectibn, the attention of the Government of India has been directed to the unsatis-

factory nature of the system of registration of marriages under the Indian Christian Marriage Act,
1872, and Act 11T of 1872.

Documentary evidence of all marriages under the former Act is, by the provisions of the Act or
the orders thereunder, sent to the Secretary to the Local Government, who is also empowered to grant
certified copies which are receivable in evidence. It would seem, therefore, at first sight, that nm-:hing
further was required. = But, as a matter of fact, not only are no arrangements made for maiutaining
an index to the marriages the records of which are retained in the local Secretariat, but the greater
portion of the marriage records which are received in the local Seccretaviat have, under section Sl of
the Act and the orders in force, to be sent on 2 original to the Government of India in the Home
Department for trausmission to the Secretary of State; so that the greater number of the marviage
records which reach the local Secretariat do not remain there for purposes of reference, and such as do
remain are, owing to the absence of an index, practically valueless.

As to Act I1I of 1872, this Act makes no provision for the marriages solemnized under it being
reported to any central authority. The marriage-certificate books for which it provides are retained
by the Registrar, who is not even required to index them. Their value as records of the marriages
to which they refer is accordingly much diminished.

8. The Government of India have, therefore, availed themselves of the opportunity of the pro-
posed legislation for the registration of births and deaths to remove these defects in the marriage-
registration law, by providing for general registry offices for keeping registers, not only of the births
and deaths which may be registered under tho proposed law, bub also of marriages which may be
registered under Act -IIL of 1872 or the Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872.

9. The present Bill extends (section 2) to the whole of British India, and, so far as regards sub-
jects of Her Majesty, to the dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance with Her Majesty.

10. As there seems to be no way of utilizing for tho special purposes in view the compulsory
system of registration of births and deaths which is prescribed by the local laws referred to in para-
graph 3 above, or of separating the registration of the limited classes affected by the Bill from that of
the general population which is required under those laws, it has been found necessary to save thelaws
providing for the registration of births and deaths within particular local areas at present in forco
or which may hereafter be passed; and this is donc by section 4. The result of this section will,
therefore, be that the persons to whom the provisions of the Bill relating to the registration of births
and deaths are applicable will be bound, as heretofore, to satisfy the statistical requirements: of such
local Acts, and will be at liberty to re-register births and deaths under the Bill for evidential purposes.

11. Chapter II provides (section 5) for the establishment by the Local Governments of general re-
gistry offices of births, deaths and marriages,and the appointment of Rogistrars Geeneral of Births,Deaths,
and Marriages. By secction 6 indexesare to be kept at the general registry offices of all the certified
copies of registers which may be sent to them under the Bill or under Act III of 1872 or the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872. These indexes (section 7) are to be opened to public inspection, and
copies of the entries in the cortified copies of the registers to which they relate are to be given to all
persons applying for them ; and such copies- are (section 8) to be admissiblein evidence. By section 9
the Registrar General is given the superintendence of the Registrars of Births and Deaths.

12. Chapter ITT deals with the subject of registration of births end deaths. Section 10 defines
the persons whose births aud deaths are registrable as, in British India, the members of every race, sect
or tribe to which the Indian Succession Act, 1865, applies and in respect of which an order under section
832 of that Act is not for the time being in force, and all persons professing the Christian religion, and
in Native States all like persons who are British subjocts. These provisions of the Bill will therefore,
generally speaking, apply to East Indians, Jews, Armenians and Pdrsis as well as to Buropeans and

Native Christians. These are believed to be the only classes of persons in the country who are likely
to avail themselves of the benefits of a law of this nature.

13. The chapter then provides fora registration establishment, empowering (sections 11 and 12)
the Local Government in British India and the Governor General in Council in Native States to ap-
point either by name or by virtue of their office fit persons to be Registrars of Births and Deaths for
definite local areas. Itis proposed to appoint under the general powers given by these sections persons
authorized or licensed to perform marriages under either Act III of 1872 or the Indian Christian
Marriage Act, 1872, and, in order to provide for the receipt of notices from persons who may prefer not
to resort to the Marriage Registrars, other suitable persons, one of whom it is intended should be
appointed for each local area for which a person who is also a Marriage Registrar is appointed. It is
- to the latter class of Registrars that sections 13 and 14, which lay down certain provisions as to the
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es in the office of such Registrars, are

office of such Registrars, and for the filling up temporary vacanci . a0
intended to app]yg. Section 15 provides for the supply of register books and the preservation of records.
on 16) a duty on

14. The chapter next treats of the mode of registration. It imposes (secti_ T o of
every Registrar of Births and Deaths to make an entry in his register book of all births and deat 2 o
which notice may be given to him within the prescribed time and in the prescribed mode by & person
authorized to give him such notice. It then (sections 17 and 18) specifies the persons who shall be
authorized to give notice of births and deaths respectively.
~ Section 19 provides that the entry of the birth or death is to be signed by the person giving
notice, and declares that until it is so signed the birth or death shall not bd*deemed to be registered.
By section 20 every Registrar of Births and Deaths is required to give on application made ab the time
of registering any birth or death by the person giving notice of the same, and on payment by him of
the prescribed fee, a certificate of having registered the birth or death.

Section 21 provides for the sending by every Registrar of Births and Deaths at prescribed inter-
vals to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages of certified copies of all entries in his
registerbooks. In the case of Registrars in British India, the copies are to be sent to the Registrar
General within whose jurisdiction the local areas for which the Registrar is appointed is situate, an
exception being made in the case of Registrars who are clergymen of the Churches of England, Rome
and Scotland, who may seud them to their ecclesiastical superiors to be forwarded by them to the

Registrar General. In tho case of Registrars in Native States, the copies are to be sent to such one
of the Registrars General as the Governor General in Council may, by notification in the Gazette of
India, direct in this behalf. Scction 22 provides for searches, and grant of copies of entries in
register books which shall be admissible in evidence.

15. Sections 23 and 24 prescribe penaltics of imprisonment which may extend to three years and
fine for wilfully giving false information to a Registrar of Births and Deaths; and of fine, which may
extend to five hundred rupees, for Registrars of Births and Deaths omitting to enter births or deaths

in the register or losing or injuring register books.
16. Lastly, section 25 prescribes the procedure by which errors in the form or substance of any
entry in a register book of births and deaths may be corrected.

17. Chapter IV (sections 26 and 27) makes the amendments in Act III of 1872 and the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, which are necessary in order to make the provisions of these Acts fit in
with the scheme of the Bill, under which certified copies of entries in the registers kept under these
Acts are in future to be sent to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

18. Chapter V' deals with the last of the three subjects referred to in the first paragraph of this
Statement. As noted above, registers of births or baptisms and deaths or burials are at present kept
in all parts of the country by ministers of religion. Registers of marriages were also similarly kept be-
fore the marriage-registration law came into force. Most of these registers are, as the law now stands
inadmissible in evidence, and possibly many of them should never be admitted in evidence owing to the
irregular manner in ihich they have been compiled. At the same time, others are probabl; fit for
admission as pub'lic registers. Under these circumstances, it seems advisable to follow the analogy of
what was donein England (see 8 & 4 Vic., c. 92) and provide a procedure under which such of ‘these
registers as are worthy of recognition may be validated and certified copies of entries made in them
declared admissible in evidence. This is accordingly done by Chapter V.

‘ 19. That chapter first (section 28) declares that any person having custody of any such records may
“within one year from tho date on which the Bill comes into force, send them to the Registrar General
of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the torritories within which the person resides, or, if he resides i‘u

. a Native State, to such one ot those Registrars Genoral as the Governor General in Council, by notifica-

tion, directs. It then (section 29) provides for the appointment by the Governor General in Council ;)f

Commissioners to examine the registers so sent to the various Registrars General, and prescribes (sec-

tion 30) the duties of the Commissioners, which are to inquire into the state, custody and anthenticit

of every registor submitted to them, and to proparo lists of all such registers or portions of registers .g

they find to be accurate and faithful, and to certify upon some part of every book or volume cgnminir;

any such register or portion of a register as is referred to in any such list that it is ono of the ref;isbe s

referred to in the list. Section 31 permits, on payment of a fee, searches to be made of the lists ;s

prepared, and provides for the grant of certified copies of tho entries in the registers which shall bg

admissible in evidence.

20. Finally, Chapter VI (sections 32 and 83) empowers the Governor General in Counci N
rules with regard to certain matters connected with the purposes of the Act, and prescri%lzzgmght(;) 11?:11\3
procedure for the making and publication of such rules. :

(Signed) C. P. Iipeer,
)

The 2nd January 1885.
R. J. CROSTHWAITE,

- Officiating Secretary to the Government of India
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