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PART V. .... ' 

. PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPART~~~T, BOMBAY. 
• I . .. i 

T}J,Y, J?~lo'rin.g- J?tlri}~·et!ler ' vith the S!ateme11.: t,~ Objects and Rea~~u~s 
accompanylllig- 1t, IS published m accordance w1th Rul~5 of the .Rules fo~· .the 
conduct of Business ·at Jvi eetings of the Council i! :.,. His Excellency the· 
G_overnor of Bombay for making La":s and Regulations :- · 

Bill' l'i o. 2 of 1885. · · 
,, .. . A Bill to qrnend Bombay 4 ct III. of 187 4. 

. W IIEREAs it is expedient to amend · the 
or Bcrobay Hereditary 'Offices Act; 1874, in 

manner hereinafter appe~ring; it is enacted 
as follows: 

8 
'' (b) to a representative watandar, to 

mortgage, charge, lease or alienate 
any right with which.he is invested, 
as such, under this .Act." 

;.;5~;_\, . , 1. For sectio~ 

Amendment of sec­
tion 5. 

5 of the said .Act the 
following section shall 
be substituted (name­
ly):-

2. .After section 5 o£ the said Act, the 
Now section to bo following section shall 

added aftor section 5. be added (namely) : 

'' 5. Without the sanction of Govern­
Prohibition of aliena· ment it shall not 

t~on of watan.and wntan . be competent : 
rights. ~ • 

"(a) .. to a watandar, to mortgage, 
clr~ge, ~ease or alienate •my watan, 
.or any · pa~:t thereof, or ~>ny interest 

· therein, to oi· for the benefit of any 
'female· or. to or for the benefit of 
any 'male- person who is not a 
watantiar'of the same watan; 

v:--2 

• 

" 5A. Whenever, .but for this Act, any 
Limitation of right w~itn, or part 

of inheritance of females ~h~reof, or . a~y 
11 to wat.an property. mterest thor~n 

would vest by inheritance in a female 
other thr•• a widow of the last male 
owner, or in the husband or a child or "" 
other descendant of any such female, 
the right .to such watan, or part there­
of, or interest therein shall ve in 
such person as would be entitled to 
the same if the said female had never 
been born. .... · . -~. 



"No widow shall acquire by inheritance 
any greater estate in a watan or in 
any part of a watan than a life-interest 
therein.'' · · 

3. In section ten of 'the said .Act the 
words "or may pass" 

Amendment of sec- shall be inserted after 
tion 10. 

the words "or ·have 
so passed." 

4. In section thirty of the said Act the 
word " officiators" 

. .Amendment o£ sec· shall besubstitutedfor 
t10n 30. l h , 

the wore " s arers. 

5. In section 35 of the said Act the 
words " notice or" 

Amendmunt of sec' shall be inserted after 
tion 35. · 

the word "which." 

6. For section 38 of the said .Act the 
followingsection shall 

. Amendment of sec- be substituted (name-
tion 38. ly): 

"~8. Representative watandars shall be 
Representative watan- 'entitled to o~ce 

d(•rs to serve for life o1• for the fg)pwmg 
for fixed periods of five perio,d /. ;:t·espec-
or ten years. tiv:r · namely) : 

(a) in cases falling u/.}·~ . 
sectio1128 or section '29, 
clause 2, or section 30 
or section 31, in wb,ich 
two or more represen-
tati,,e watancl:irs are for life ; 
entitled to office con· 
temporaneously, nnd in 
cases falling under sec-
tion 27 or section 29, 
clause 1, 

(b) in cases falling uncierl ten years 
section 28 or section 29, f o r a 
clause 2, or section 80 p a t e I 
or· section 31, in which and 'five 
two or more I>epresen- ~ y e a r s 
tative watand1lrs are en-j for a kul-
titled to office in sue- karni. 
cessive periods, . ) 

7.· For section 4;5 of the said Act 
Amendment 0 sec- the following section 

tion ·~5. 'shall be substitut:ed 
(namely) : 

" 45. The Collector ~hall refuse to 
Collector when tore- accept the service 

fuse service of repre- of any representative , 
sen~tivo wa~nda~ ot· watanclat• .or of any 
of d&puty nommated by person nominated by 
him, a representative wa­
tandar to be his deputy, if such represen­
tative watandar or person : 

4 

"(a) has been adjuclg~d b:y the Col~ector 
after. a summary mqmry held m .ac­
COI·dance with the provisions ~elatu:~g 

· to summat•y inquiries contamed 1n 
tho Bombay Land Revenue Code, Bois7t ol 
1879, to be of general bad character; 

""(b) is of unsound mind m· an idiot, or 
is, in the opinion of the Colle"Ctor, by 
reason of disease or deformity, phy­
sically unfit for office; 

"(c) declines to forsake, whilst o~cia~­
ino-, some other employment wlnch IS 
in °the opinion of the Collector incom~ 
patible in the clue discharge pf the . 
duties of the office." 

OS. For section 53 of the said Act the 
New section substi- 'following section shall 

tuted for section 53. be substituted (name: 
. ly): 

" 53. Except as is otherwise provided 
. • . in the last precedinO' 

Deputy must orchnfl· · . d . . 0 

rily be n. member of the sectwn an Ill sectwn 
same family as th'e t•e. . 56, a.nd ~xcept as the 
presentative watnnclar' Governor in Council 
wl.~o~o duty ic is to shall by a general or 
ofiJCJate. . l d f specm or er rom 
time to time otherwise direct, every deputy 
appointed under this Act shall be a mem­
ber o8 the same family to which the repre­
sentative wat.anc1ar whose duty it is to 
officiate, belongs, if there be a member 
of such family fit and willing to officiate. 

"If a r epresentative watandar declines 
to appoint as his deputy any such person 
as afot•esaicl, the appointment shall be made 
by ~~e Collector." 

9. For section sixty of the same Act 
New sections subsci- 4;.he following sections 

tu,ted for section 60.. shall be substituted 
(namely): -

" 60 When any rept·esentative watand<h· 
Government mny or. any depu~y or sub­

direct tho forfeiture-of stttute appomted by 
th_o entire watan in ccr- him is convicted by a 
t{l,m cases ; and Criminal Court of any 
offence described in Chapte1· VI. or in Rec-

'i:ions 131, 132, 201, 21 2, 21 3, or 216, 
,of the Indian Penal Code, or of the 
abetment of any such offenc;e, and such 
conviction is not subsequently reversed or 
quashed, the Governor in. Council may 
direct the forfeiture of the -ivhole or of any 
part of the watan. 

"60 A. ·when any representative watan­
of a representative dttr or any deputy OL' 

watand:h·'s sh::u'O in the substitute appointed 
wntnn in certain other bv him is convicted 
cases i and by a Criminal Court 
of any offence described in sections 133 to 



136, b_oth i~clusive, 148, 152, 161 to 165, 
both mcltlSlve, 167, 202 to 204 both in­
clusive, 2~5, 217,218, 221; 222, 413 or 466 
of the Indmn Penal Code or of the abetment 
of any such offence, or is convicted by any 
such Com:t of an offence against any law 
for the tnn~ being in force relating to 
customs, opmm, salt or :ibkari, under cir­
cumstances which, in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council establish that he 
habitually infrinaes 01: abets the infrinae-o b 
ment of any such law, 

and si.wh conviction is not subsequently ' 
revet'SP.d or quashed; 

th~ Governor in Council may direct tl,ie 
forfe1tU1'e of such representative watandar's 
share in the watan. 

5 

direct the forfeiture of such watandar's 
share in tho watan. 

"60C. Every forfeiture directed undm· 
F f ' t d any of the last three or ·m uro un or . . 

three last sections mn,y pt·ececlmg sectiOns 
be either absolute or shall be either ahso­
tompornry, lute or for such period 
as the Governor in Council thinks fit." 

10. For section seventy of the said :Act 
New section substi- the following section 

tuted for ·section 70. shall be substituted 
(namely): 

" 70. All records which have been or 

Wntan records tho 
propet·ty of Govern­
ment. 

may be prepared hy 
any watancl{Lr or by 
any officiator in an 
hereditary office in 

• 

" 60B. If any watand:tr of the same 
of nny other . wn tnn· watan is convicted 

d:tr's share, in cortnin by a Crimin~l Court 
cnscs. · as an accomplice or 
abettot· of a representative watandar or of 
a deputy .or substitute appointed by a 
r epresentative .watanclar in the commission 
?f any o.ffence described in the last preced­
mg sectwn, the Governor in Council may 

·pursuance of the duties of the office, or by 
order of a superior officer or of the present 
or former Government, are hereby declar­
ed to be the property of Government, and 
the Collector may enforce their production 
or the production of any State records in 
the possession of a wata;tdti.r or of a~ ?ffi­
ciator in accordance w1th the prov1stons 
of sections twenty-five ancl twenty-six: of 
the Bombay Land Revenue Code, 1879." no. v. . ~a . ' 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The Bombay Hereditary Offices Act-Bombay Act III. ·of i87'lc-'-has been in force 
~or neal'ly ten years, and the settlement of village officers' watans under its provisions 
IS now far advanced. 'l'he principles of the settlement are well understood and accepted, 
and no necessity has arisen for any alteration ofthem, or of the construction of the Act. 
The amendments comprised in this Bill are partly corrections of verbal errors, ancl partly 
new provisions to pt·eveut alienation by 'representative watandars of the right to officiate 
except with the sanction of Government, and the transfer of watan property from the 
watandar family to auothct· through females marrying out of the family, to facilitate 
agt·eements under section 31, to enlarge section 53 in favour of persons of rank who are 
representative watand~trs, to enforce the responsibility of the watandars for the good 
conduct of the offi.ciators in certain cases, by vesting in Government a la,rger permissive 
power of forfeiture, and to amplify the powers of the Collector nuder section 70. 

(Signed) J. B. PEILE. 

Bombay, 19th Jamta?'Y 1885. 

IJy o1·de1· of f1is Excellency tlte Rigltt Honoumble the Gove~·nor. it~ Co1mcil, 

C. G. W. MACPI-IE SON, 
U nuer Secretary to Government. · 

Bombn.!l Castle, 19th Janua1·y 1885. 

BO~UlAY : l'Rili1'11D AT TUB OOVSRN!IIUT CBIITIIAL l'RES.i. 


