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TUESDAY, 23Ro DECEMBER 1884. 

~ Separate paging is given to this lJa;rt, in ordm· that -it ?llCt!J be filed as a se1Jamte com11ilatio!~. 

PART V. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE lEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, BOMBAY. 

The following· Bill, together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
accompanying it, is published in acc6rdance with Rule 15 of the Rules forthe 
conduct of Business at Meetings of the Council of His Excellency the ' 
Governor of Bombay. for making ~aws and Regulations:-

Bill No. 3 of 1884. 

A Bill to amend .the Bombay He1·ecZ.itm·y Otfices .J{ct so far as it 1·elates to 1Jlatdclci1·s. 

. WHEREAS some portions of the Bombay 
Hereditary Offices Act are found to be 
unsuited to matac1ars, and 'it is therefore 
expedient to amend the said Act and to 
enact special provisions for the regulation 

. of the service of matadars : It is enacted 
as follows : 

Short title. 

1. · Tl:iis Act may 
be cited as " 'rhe 
::Matac1ars Act, 1884." 

It extends to the districts of Ahmedabad, 
Kaira, Broach and 

Ex;tent. Surat; but the Gov-
ernor in Council may, from time to time, 
by not~fication in the Bombay Govenl7nent 
Gazette, extend, its provisions to any village 
in the Panch Mah6.ls district. 

v.-12 

It shall come into force at once : 

Commencement. 
Provided that every 
appointment to any 

patel's office to which this Act applies, 
made under th!l provisious of the Bombay 
Hereditary Offices Act and still in force, Bo. III. of 
shall hold good : 1874. 

(a) until the time' when, if this Act had 
not been passed, such appointment 
would become vacant or until the 
expiry: of two years from the coming 
of this Act into force, whichever first 
occurs, or 

(b) in the case of an appointment which 
has been made to have effect pending 
further orders, until such time not 
exceeding two years frqm the coiD;ing 



o. V. of 
1879. 

.eo. ur. or 
1874. 

39 

h ·ds · " regis terecl 
f th C Hector present Act, and t e wor . . th 

of this Act into orca as · o 0 mat:idars, shall be substitute~ for .~ 
directs; words "re<l'istorecl representative wa~n 

and a fresh appointment under this Act ~n dar, anl'" watandar," wherever ~ ey 
lieu of any such appointment as aforesaid . 1 shall only be made to have effect ftoom the .respective y occur. 4. This Act sh.all 
time when the latter appointment ceases · This .Act n.nd Bom· ·be read as one With 
to hold good. bn.y Act III. of 1874 to the Bombay Heredi- Boi/ll." or 

2. In tliis Act, 

Interpretation. 

unless there be some­
thing repugnant in 
the · subject or con­
te:x.-t: 

(1) "mat:tdar" means a member of a 
family to which tho 

" J.fat:ida.r." office of village pa~el 
or some share in the discharge of the dut1es 
or in the exercise of the powers of that 
office belongs hereditarily ; 

(2) "mata '' means the aggregate of the 

M , riO'hts, privileges and 
" nto.. 0 'b'l't' ' t respons1 1 1 1es ves -

ing in a mat:icl:ir or in several maMd:irs 
jointly, as such; 

(3) " representative mat:id:ir " means a 
"Represent n. t i v o maMd:ir whose name 

m:.t.:ldar." is entered as a re­
presentati~e matada~ in the register kept 
under sectiOn 5 of this Ac~ ; 

(4) "registered matadil.t·" means any 
.. , maM.dttr whose name 

''Registered mn.tldur. is entered in·the said 
register and includes· a representative 
maMdar; 

(5) "senior member" and "senior 
heir " mean, respect-

" Senio~ ~e~ber" i vely the mom ber 
n.nd " sen1or he~r. ' · ) fi. or h01r w 10 t·st ac-
quired membership or the right of inherit­
ance, whether by birth, marriage or other-
wise; 

(6) any word or 

Expressions definer] 
in the Bombo.y Land 
Revenue Code. 

expression which is 
defined in the Bombay 
J.Jancl Revenue Code, 
1879, and is not 
hereinbefore defined, 

shall have the meaning given to it by that 
Code. · 

3. In applying tho B.o)Dbay Hereditary 
Offices Act to mata­

Modificn.tionso£Bom- d:irs the said .Act 
bay Act III. of 1874· shari be roac1 subject 
to the following modifications (namc:~ly): 

(1) sections 24 to 31, both inclusive, 
36 to 62, both inclusive, 67, 69, 71 and 73, 
shall be deemed to be repealed ; 

(2) in sections 33 and 3tJ,, the words 
" the coming into force of this .Act " shall 
be taken to mean, in respect of registered 
matadars, the coming into force of this 

be rc1d v.s one. tary Offices Act. 

Of the Registm·. 
d l llow no. Act Ill. 5. In the register of Ian s an~ a . • of ISH, s. 67. 

. . , . . ances in consideratiOn 
J\{atad~trS serVICe 'f b' h }' bTty tO 

register whv.t to con· 0 W lC Ia .1 1 . 
tain. perf01:m serviCe stlll 
exl.sts ke]Jt under section 65 of the Bom- Bo. III. of 

' h 0 ll t . ISH. bay Hereditary Offices Ac~, t e . o ec. or 
shall specify for every village m whiCh 
there are mataclars : 

(a) the number of distinct D?atas ~n tho 
village separately recogmzed m the 
Collector's records ; 

(b) the name of the representative 
matad:irs of each mata to which a 
riO'ht to hold the office . of patel 

0 

attaches; 
(c) the n~me of every other mahtdar 

directed by the Collector to b~ en­
tered in the register under sectiOn 7 
or 9; 

(cl) where there are moi·e representative 
matadars than one, the order of rota­
tion in which, failing the appointment 
of an officiator by election, the right 
to tho patel's office is to vest in the 
said representative mat~dars; 

(e) the number of persons required to 
officiate as patois contemporaneously; 

(f) a description of the service lands 
held by the matad:irs, showing tho 
area, survey numbers and the assess­
ment thereof, together with the 
quit-rent, if any, payable and the 
net amount of revenue alienated by 
Government ; 

(9) the amount and nature of the cash 
or other allowances, if any, held by 
the matacllirs ; 

(h) tho wn,tan property or profits as-
si(l'ned under section23 of the Bqmbay Bo. III. or 

0 . 1874 
Hereditary Offices Act for the emolu- · : 
ments of officiators; 

(i ) such other particulaJ'S as Govern­
ment from time to time direct. 

The said register shall be amended ft·om Bo. Act Ill. 
time to time whenever any change is made of ISH s. 68:1. ..._.., 

in any of the particulars therein specified 
in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act or of the Bombay Hereditary Offices Bo. ru. of 
Act. 1874. 
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6. In every village in which there are 

two or more distinct 
Right to. pn~el's. office matas separately re-

to attach ordmar1ly to . . 
every mata. hut · cogmzed In the Col-

' lect.or's records, a 
right to hold the office of pate! shall ordi­
narily be deemed to attach to each mata : 

Provided that it shall be competent to 
exclusive right may t~e Go\7eruor iu_Coun­

he declm·ed by Govern- ml to declare, If, up­
ment to attach to one on consideration of 
mata. the past history of 
the tenure of the office in any village and 
of the circumstances, so far as known, 
under which tho village was founded, it 
shall appear to him equitable so t.o· do, that 
the right to the pa.tel's office in such village 
attaches exclusively to one niata, and every 
such declaration shall be conclusive evi­
dence of the exclusive right thereby 
affirmed. 

7. In the register prepared under sec­
tion 5 the Collector 

Determination of r~- shall enter the name 
gistercd mat:\cl:\rs. f 1-' o every mat:i( .. r con-
tained in any list of matad:trs made under 
the orders o:E Government subsequent -to 
the yen.r 1866 : Provided that-

( a) if, for any village, no 'such list exists, 
or if, in respect of any matn., n? mata­
d{tr's name has been entered m any 
such list, or if, at the time when this 
.Act comes into force, there is auy 
dispute pending as to the complete· 
ness or correctness of any such entry, 
the Collector shall hold a summary 
inquiry and shall enter 'in the register 
the name of each person who shall 
appear .to him to have been recognized 
in the records previous to the yen.r 
1867 as a matad:ir of any mata for 
which such list or entry is wanting or 
to which such dispute relates; 

(b) if any person whose name should be 
entered in the register in acc01·dance 
with any of the foregoing .rrovisio~s 
is dead, the name of his nearm~t hen· 
or of the senior heir, if there are two ot· 
zpore of equal degree, shall be cntet·ed 
in the register instead of his. 

8. (1.) The name of. one ma.Utd:ir shall 
be entered in the 

Deter~ination ~f .re- said re<Tister as 
Prcsentnttvc mntl•dars. th 0 t e represen a-
tive mat:idar of each mata to which a 
right to hold the office ofpatel attaches. 

(2.) For every such mata of which there 
is only one registered matadur, the 
said registered mat!\cl!ir shall be the 
representative mat!idar. 

(3.) If there are two or more registered 
matadars of any such mata, the Col­
lector shall, as soon as may be after 
the passing of this .Act, by written 
notice reqnit·e the said registered ma­
tadars to assemble in his presence for 
the purpose of determining which 9f 
them shall be the representative maM­
cl:ir of tho mata. 

( 4.) If a majority of the said t'egistered 
matadars present in accordance ~ith 
the said notice agree to the nomma­
tion of one of their number to be the 
representative matndar of the mata, 
the Collector shall enter the name of 
the person so nominated in the said 
register accordingly. 

(5.) I£ a majority of the said register~d 
maMdars do not agree as aforesmd, 
tlie Collectot~ shall enter in the said 
re<Tister as representative maMdar of 
th~ mata such one of the said register­
ed matad:irs as shall appear to him to 
be the senior male member, or, if there 
is no male member, the senior female 
member of the family or of the branch 

·of a family to which the mata belongs. 

9. On the death of a representative or Ilo. Act lll. 

Nnmo of heir to he 
registered when a regis­
tered mnt:idur dies. 

other registm·ed rna- of 1874• ~.au. 

tll.d:ir, the fact shall 
be reported by the 
village officers to the 

Collector and the name of his neat·est heir, 
if any, or of the senior heir, if 'there are 
two ot· more of equal degree, shall be J•e-
gistered in his stead. 

Of Sm·vice. 

10. Every registered matad:ir shall be Do., "d. 6!1 
bound, when so re- nnd 71. 

Dut_ics and priv~le?cs quired by the Col­
of !'O"tstercd matadars, l t t · ~ · tl 
as sn~h. e_c or, o t'CSI~te m ~e 

vtllage of wluch ho ts 
a matadat' and to perfot·m the duties cus­
tomarily clischm·gcd by ma.t:ichi.rs, and shall 
have the privilege of signing the abstract 
of village htnds and rovennes and such 
oLher village records as_ it may be cus­
tomary for maMcl:it·s to stgn. 

11. If within the limits of any village 
Arcn. to which mo.ta- in which there a~·e 

cl:\rs' [unctions extend mat:idttt•s a new Vll­
mny in certain ca-ses he luge or hamlet has 
reduced. been, or shall here­
after at any time be, formed, it shall be 
competent to the Collector, with the pre­
vious sanction of Government, to exclude 
the limits of such new village or hamlet 
from the area to which the functions of 
the said mata(htrs extend. 
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12. ·The Collector may fix at his discre­
Numbcr ofofficintors tion, from time to 

requisite for . pn.tel's time, the number of 
offico to be fixed by tho' officiators re')uisite 
Collector. · for the due discharge 
of tho duties of every patel's office. 

13. In every village in wh_ich tl\e Go~-
ernor ·m Counml 

. Right of offi_co to ve~t declares, under see­
m. reprcseutnt1ve ~untu- t' ,., th t the l'i"'ht 
dur alone when 1t nt- IOn u, a , "' 
taches exclusively to to the patel s office 
one out of two or more attaches exclusively 
mnt:is. to one mata., the said 
right shall vest in the representative 
matacl:i.r of that mata alone. 

·14. In every other vilbge the registered 
matad:irs 'may, on or 

In every ot.ber cnsc, . . . t' f tl 
r.egistored mtttad:irs m au tJclpa IOU o 1e 
mny elect nn of11ciator occunence of a va­
w hen n vncnucy occurs. caney in the office of 
lJatel, elect a matadttr of the village to fill 
the vacancy. 

If a majority ot the registered mat:icl:irs, 

F. .1. tl 1 t ' consisting, when the 
m mg , 10 c co 10n , _. · t , ] t, ]" , 

of one officiator by the 1 eg lR e1 ec ma n.c 111 s 
rcgistorecl mn.Md:irs, belong to two or more 
right of office to vest in different castes of not 
rcpresentntive mntad:ir. less than two~thircls 

' 

each of them in rotation, whenever t~e 
registered mat:idars fail to. elect ~n offiCia­
tor in the manner provided m sectiOn 14. 

17. For the purpose of cletermihninhg 
the order in whic t e 

Determination of said right shall vest 
order of rotation. in the said represen-
tative mat:l.clltrs, the Collector shall, as 
soon as may be after this Act comes in~o 
force, by written notice, require th~ · sa.~d 
representative mat:ic1a.rs to assemble m h1s 
presence. 

If a majority of the repres~ntative m~­
tfl.clars present in accordance With the smd 
notice do not acrree to some order of 
rotation, the ord~r shall be for~hwith 
determined by the Col)ector hy lot, m ~he 
presence of the assembled representat~ve 
matad:i1·s, in such manner as he shall thmk 
fit: 

Provided that if in the course of any 
proceeding held under the Bombay. Here­
ditary Offices Act an order of rotatwn for 
service of the same representative mata.­
dU.rs, or of their prod ecessors in title, has 
been already settled by lot or by agree­
ment of the parties, the order so settled 
shall be deemed to have been determined 
under this section. 

Bo. UI. oi 
1S7•J. 

of the whole number, fail, within such 
reasonable period as shall be prescribed lJy 
the Collector in this behalf, to nominate 

.. some mat:id:tr for the vacancy, or if the 
person 'nominated is not a matrlcl~tr of the 
village, or is disqualified for office, .the right 
of office shall vest in the representative 
mat:iclotr, Ol' in one of the representative 
mat:i.dars if there are more than one. 

· 18. Every repres01
1
1tativeh mat5td

1
ltr· in£ ~tisi~~ :1.I2. 

. , w 10m t e rtg 1t o 
Rcprcscnt~t!Ve mnt."- office vests under sec-

chlr must ordinarily . . , . 
ollicintc iu person. tlon 13 01 sectwns 

14, 16 and 17 shall, 
ordinarily, be I'equirecl by the Collector, if 
he is not disqualified for office, to officiate . 
in person, but the Collector mny, if he 

1 5. Elections under tl1e last preceding thin~i:S fit, dispense with his . personal 
Rules for elections to section shall be held in service. 

bo prescribed by Gov- accordance with sucl1 If there are two or more representative 
ernmuut. rules as the Governor t t l:i ] th 
. C 'I b 'fi . . h B Ou rcfusnl by one rna ~ c ' rs, anc e one 
m ounc1 , y notr cation m t e ombcty representative mnt:i- whose turn it is to . 
Govemment Gazette, from time to time, d:ir to olllcinte in per- ei1:joy the right of 
prescribes in this behalf: son, ·tho turn for r1ght office declines, when 

Provided that if registered maMdU.rs of of office to pass. so required by the 
two 01' more matas Collector, to officiate in pet·son, the turn 
are entitled to vote to· enjoy, the said right shall pas~ to the 

and the numbet·s of registered matadm·s of next in the settled order of rotation. 
the several matas are unequal, provision .A representative mata.cl:tr who cieclines, Bo. Act 111. 

Proviso. 

shall be made in such rules for a number of whilst officiating, to of lS7, ~. ·1 
votes equal to the maximum number of Other . c!l'ploymcnt forsake some oth , 
registered matadars of any one of the when proh1b1ted to re- 1 . er 

proscntn.tivc mnt:ldars. emp oyment whiCh, 
matas being assigned to each mata. in the opinion of the 

16. If there are two or more representa- Collector, is incompatible with the due 
tive mat<td(trs in a discharge of the duties of the patel's office 
village the right to shall be deemed to decline to officiate i~ 

Right of offico to vest, 
failing election, in roprc­
sentntivo matadlirs by 
rotation when theronre 
two or more represen­
tative matadlim, 

the patel's office shall, person. 
subject to the pro- When n deputy may 
visions hereinafter be appointed by n re­
contained, ;vest m presentative mnta4ar. 

19. .A deputy 
may be appointed at 
any time: 

·\ 
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(a) by a representative maM.cHr who is 
or who, whilst officiating in person 
becomes disqualified for office; and ' 

(b) with the Collectol"s permission, by 
a representative matadar who does 
not wish to officiate or to continue to 
officiate in person, although not dis­
qualified for office ; and 

(c) by a sole representative matadar, 
who proposes to officiate or is already 
o-fficiating in person, when one or more 
other officiators are necessary. 

20. When ~m appointment of a deputy 
Procedure when np-· has to be made by a 

pointment of n deputy representative mata­
hns to be made by n dar, the Collector 
representative mat:\dnr. shall, by written no-
tice, require him to nominate a fit person to 
bo his deputy within twenty days from 
,the date or service of the said notice. 

Shou1d the representative maMclar fail, 
within the said perioLl, to nominate any 
person, or if the person he nominates is 
not a matacHr of the same village or is 
disqualified for office, the Collector may, 
in his discretion, extend the period of no­
mination for a further term of ten days. 

I£ within the prescribed period of 
tw.enty days, \H', when the Collector extends 
the period, within the e...:temled term, no 
lJerson is nominated by the representative 
matad{u·, or the person nominated by him 
is not a maHd:l.r of the same village, or is 
disqualified for office, the turn to enjoy the 
riD"ht of office shall, where t.bere are two 

0 • 'd" or more representative mata <Lrs, pass to 
the next in the settled order of rotation. 

legal curator of his person may act in his 
behalf in any of the matters provided for 
in sections 1 <.l!, 1 7, 19 and 20. 

Term of office of n sole 
rcprcscntati vc mn.titd:lr; 
and 

· 23. The term of 
office of a sole re­
presentative matadar 
shall be fot• life. 

The term of office of a matachtr electec1 
under section 1,1 ;:;hall 

of nn elected oUicin- be for five years or 
tot'; and 

for such longer period 
as a majority of . the registered matadars, 
consisting, when the registered matadars 
belong to two or more different castes, of 
not less than two-thirds of the whole num­
ber, shall, at the time of election, desire, if 
the person elected s ha.ll not in the meantime 
die or become disqualified for oUice. . 

The term of office of one of two or more · 
. representati\'e matit-

of a t•eprescnto.tnt·c chlrs, in whom the 
ma.Md:lr ont.itlccl 0 I'l.!!h" of office vestR 1'n 
office in rotntion. . . " -

rotation, shall be: 
(a) five years, when t.he uumbet· of re­
. presentative mat::id:trs exceeds nine; 

(b) seven years, when the n'umber of 
representative mata(lars exceeds four 
but does not exceed nine; 

(c) ten years, when the number of re­
presentative maMclars does not ex­
ceed four. 

Bo. Act III. 21. If a sole representative matadar, 
oi 1874, s. 4'1. . or where there are 

24. A deputy appointed by a reprl:'sen­
Deputics to be ap- tative matad:ir ?r by 

pointed for tho period the Collector m his 
ofthcirprincipnls' term stead shall be ap­
of office. pointed for the term 
or for the residue of the t-erm of office 
of the representative mat:ld:tr by or for 
whom he is so appointed; and if a deputy 
dies or resigns or becomes disqualified for 
office during the said term, another deputy 
may be appointed for the residue of the 
said term in accordance with the provisions 
of sections 20 and 21 : 

) 

Do., s. S7. 

Appointment of de- two or more represen­
puty when to ~0 mudo tative matadars, each 
by the Collector. f th . t d , o · em 111 urn, e-
clines, when so required by the Collector, 
to officiate in person, or fails to appoint a 
fit p~rson to be his deputy in accordance 
with the provisions of the last preceding 
section, the Collector shall appoint a deputy. 

A deputy so · appointed by the Collector 
. b shall ordinarily be a 

Deputy appomted. Y matadar of the vii-
the Collector may Wlth . . 
consent of Government lage for whiCh he IS 
be some person other appointed, but, with 
than n mntad{u· of the the previous sanction 
villnge. of Government, may 
be any other person. 

22. I£ a re()'istered matadar is under 
Gunrdinn may a: on eight:een years of age 

bebnlf. of a registerecl or IS of unsound 
mnMd1lr legally incom- mind, or an idiot, the 
pctent. guardian or other 

·v.-13 

Provided that: 
(a) if a representative mat:id:tt· who 

has appointed a deputy because he him­
self was disqualified for office or be­
cause he did not wish to officiate in 
person, subsequently at any time dur­
ing his term of office wishes to officiate 
in person, he may, if he is not then 
disqualified for office, be permitted so 
to do by the Collector ; 

(b) if a representative mataclar dies 
during his term of office, the deputy if 
any, officiating in his stead shall ce~se 
tp officiate and the successor of the re­
gistered representative matadar shall, 

.· 
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subject to the provisions of section 18, 
, officiate in person for the residue ·of ~be 

said ,term, or a deputy shall be appom~­
ed by him or by the 9ollector m .his 
stead for the said perwd, accot'dmg 
to the provisions of sections 19, 20 
and 21. 

25. Notwithstanding anything herein­
before contained to 

No change of officia-
tor to bo permitted dur- the contrary, uo re-
iug the last year of a presentative maM:dttr 
tepre.~entativomatadar's in any village to 
term of office. which the provisions 
of section 14 apply, shall be permitted to 
commence to officiate in person, and ·no 
new deputy shall be appoi~ted by or for a 
representative mat:idar, durmg the last year 
of the term of office of such representative 
maUidtir. 

If occasion arises during any such yea1· 
If occasion arises for for any change of an 

any such change, office officiator iu any such 
to be deemed vacant. village, there shall be 
deemed to be a vacancy in the office. 

(d) any ·person who bas attained fifty­
five ytJars of age, except when suc_h 
person's appointment or further c?nti­
nuance in office is specially permttted 
by the Collector; 

(e) any person who is of unsound mind Do. Act III • 
. l' . . h . · f th of ISH, s. or au tc tot, or IS, m t e opmwn o e 4G. 

Collector, by reason of disease or de­
formity, physically unfit for office; 

(1) any person who is adjudge~ by _the Do., ~- 45. 
Collector, after a summary mqmry, 
to be of general bad cbat·acter; 

(g) any person removed from office 
under section 29, except when such 
person's re-employment is expressly 
sanctioned by Government. 

Any officiatot• who during his t~rm of 
office becomes disqualified for any of the 
above reasons shall cease to offici'l.te. 

Of P enalt·ies. 

Do., s. 59. 

Ho. Act III. 
of JS74, s. 52. 

26. During any interval between the 
occurrence of a va­
cancy ina patel's office 
and its being filled 
up in accordance with 

29. Any registered mat::tdar who shall Do., s. 57• 
.. neglect or refuse to . 

. Pnmshmen.t of rc- comply with any order · 

Do., P. 55. 

Do., 11. 51, 

·Do., 14. 3'/. 

Appointment of tem­
porary officiators by tho 
Collector. 

the foregoing provisions and during the 
• time that any officiator is suspended, ·the 

Collector may appoi.nt such person as he 
thinks fit, ·whether a matadar of the same 
village ot· not, to officiate temporarily. 

27. If an officiator is temporaril,v absent 

Officiators to retain 
substitutes during their 
absence or illness. 

from his village or is 
temporarily prevent­
eel by illness from 
discharging the du-

ties of his office, be may depute some other 
fit person to perform the said duties, but 
shall be responsible for the acts and omis­
sions of the person so deputed as if they 
were his own· acts and omissions. 

OJ flte l)isq!Lalificationsfm· the Patel's 
O.Oice. 

What persons are to 
be deemed disqualified 
for office. 

28. The following 
persons · shall · be 
deemed to be disqua­
lified for the patel's 
office (namely) : 

<>tstered • matad{u-s and b C Bo. Act I. of 
~fficiatm·s by fine ; ancl made by t e . ollec- 1876, s. 2, 

tot• under sectwn 10, 
and any officiator who shall be careless or 
negligent in the discharge of his duties 
may be punished by the Collector for each 
such offence hy fine, which may extend to 
one-fourth part of the annual emoluments 
of such registet·ed mat:iclth- or officiator. 

If an officiator shall be accused of any 
of officiators by 51; 5• misconduct which 

pension or removal from shall seem to the Col-
office. lector to require . a 
severer punishment than that aforesaid, the 
Collector may suspend him from office 
during investigation into such accusation, 
and, after holding a summary inqti.iry, may, 
if he consider the officiator guilty of mis-
conduct meriting snch punishment, suspend 
him from office for a further period not 
exceeding six months, or, if fraud or wilful Bo. Act ur 
framing of incol'!'ect recerds or other grave of 1874, s: 

misconduct or offence is proved against 58
• 

him, may, with the previous sanction of 
Government, remove him from office. 

When an officiator has been so removed 
(«) females; 

Disabilities of a repre­
(b) persons under eighteen years of age; scutative maM.dar re­

moved :from office. 

ft-om office, he, if he 
is a representative 
matadar, or the re­
presentative matadar 

Do., ss. 50 
an<l59. 

(c) any person who has not passed such 
educational test, if any, as Govern­
ment think fit, from time to time, to 
prescribe in this behalf ; 

who. appointed hi_m, if he is a deputy so 
appomted, shall, If Government so direct 
be deprived for the rest of his life of any 

'\.. 
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·right which he would otherwise have of 31. If a mat.adar elected to officiate Bo: Act III. 
· t 1 · f ffi . of 1874, ~. 

no. Act I. of 
1876, s. 3. 

votmg a an e ect10n o an o ciator or of Forfeiture of mn.to. under sectiOn 14, or so. 
appointing. a .deputy to officiate ; and if any when a mu.tD.dV.r is con- an officiating r~pre­
representative matadar so deprived is a victed by a Sessions sent-ative maM.dar or 
sole representative matadar, a deputy shall Court. any deputy appointed 
be appointed by the Collector, subject to by a representative maM.dar, is convicted 
the provisio~ of paragraph two of section· by a Court of Sessions of an offence com-
~1, .to officiate in his stead during his mitted by him as village patel and such 
hfet1me. conviction is not subsequently reversed or 

quashed, the Governor in Council may 
30. N otbing in the last preceding sec- direct the forfeiture of the matas or of any 

Suspension of an tion shall affect the mata or of any part, or of any of the pro­
officiator under trial liability of an officia- fits of any mata in the village. 
for u.n offence. tor to a criminal pro- If any representative matadar or deputy Do., "' Gl • 

secution for any offence which he may be Forfeiture of life in- is removed_ from office 
accused of having committed ; and the torest of matndnr in under sectiOn 29, the 
Collector may suspend any officiator sub- cn.se of removal from Governor in Council 
jected to any such prosecution pending the office. may direct the forfei-
inquiry and trial, and at its close may take ture of the life interest as matadar of the 
the proceedings and the finding of the cri- representative maM.dar so removed from 
minal court into his consideration for the office or of the representative matadar by 
purpose of dealing with the case under thA whom the deputy so removed from office 
last preceding section. · was appointed, as the case may be. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The provisions of the Bombay Hereditary Offices Act III. of 1!37 4 are 
unsuitable to the case of the matad:iri village watans in Gujarat, because.that Act 
restricts the recognition of watandars as " representative watandars" entitled 
to office in their own right to those who are recorded as heads of families Section 24. 

which have actually served, whereas it is admitted to be the custom of matadar 
watans that all registered mata.dars have the right of service, whether they or 
their ancestors have actually served or not. This Bill has, therefore, been drafted 
to extend to all registered matnd:irs the rights secured to representative 
watandars by Section 40 of Act HI. Under Section 14 of the Bill the registered 
matadars will exercise the right of election confined to representative watan-
dars by Section 40 of Act III., but the nomination will be by a majority and 
not unanimous. On failure of election or nomination, the right to officiate 
vests in the representative matadar whose turn it is. The representative 
matadars are determined by the vote of a majority of registered matadars in 
favour of one of their number, failing which the senior male member of the 
family to which the mata belongs will be registered as representative matadar. 
If thet·e are two ·or more representative matadars in a village, their order of 
rotation as officiators may be determined by vote of a· majority of the represen-
tative matadars, failing whiqh it will be determined by the Collector by lot 
and not by his own discretion. By Section 6 power is given to the Governor 
in Council to deal wi:th cases, known to exist, in which though there are two or 
more roaMs in a village, the right to the patel's office is found to attach exclu-
sively to one mata. The Bill also makes suitable provision for the term of 
office, regulates the appointment of deputies, ·gives a full definition of the dis­
qualifications for the patel's office, and generally substitutes clearer provisions 
fot· those sections of Bombay Act III. of 1874 which are repealed so far as 
affects matad:irs. 

(Signed) J. B. PElLE. 

20th Decembe1· 1884. 

lJy order of His Ezcellenov the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, 
C. G. W. MACPHERSON, 

Under Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle, 20th December 1884. 
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