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PAl~.T VI. 

BILLS OF THE COVERNiiJ1ENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'.l'he followinrr Bill was iu(;r•oduccd into dw 
Cfi)uucil of th; Govcrnor-Geneml•of India for 
t ho purpose oE making Laws aud Regulations on 
the l'Oth October 1380 :-

Bill N'o. 15 of 1889. 

A Bill to prevmrt the Disclos!lre. of O.Oici(tl 
Documents mullnjonnat1or~. 

WBERII!S it is expedient to flreveut . ~ha tlis­
closure of official documents 'and mforlllflt!OU; .It 
is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. (1) '!'his .A.ct may be called, tho Indian 
. Official SccruLs Ad, 

Title, extent nnol opph· 1889 . cl 
cation. , an 

(91) It extends to the whole of British luuin, 
and applies-

(a) to all subjects of Her ~lujesty wi.thin tl~o 
dominions ot Princes and States m Indm 

· in alliance with Her !l'lajesty, nnd . 
(b) to all Native Iudian subj~c~s of H~1· MaJesty 

· wichont aud beyond Br1t1sh lnd1a. 

2. In this Act, unless there is. something .re-
. pugnant m the subJect 
Definitions. or context,-

( l) any reference to a place belongi?g to Her 
.:Majesty includes a place bclongmg to auy 
department of the Government, whether 
the place is or is not actually vested in 
Her Majesty: . . . 

(£) expressions referrmg . to . commumcaho~s 
include any commumcat10n, whether m 
whole or iu part, and whetb~r tho do?u­
roent, sketch, plan, model or mformat1on 
itself or the su~stanco or effect thereof 
only be commumcated: 

Vl.-20 

(.1) "uooument" incluucs p:trt of a docnmeuL: 
(.1.) " mo~lel" includes design, p11t tem ami. 

speCimen: 
(5) " sketch '' iucludes :Uly photog mph or other 

mocle o[ roproscntation of any plac~ ·or 
thing: and 

(C) " office uucler Tier j\[ajest.y" includes nuv 
oflico or employment in 01· nuder auy 
department of thu Oovemmcnt. 

3.' (1) (rt) Where a person for thu pnrposa of 
:Oi•closurc o( iu!onn· wrongfully obtaining in-

atwn. formation-

(i) enters 01' is in any part of a plaee .I 
belongiug to 1-Jer M.ajesty, being 
a fonre~s, a1·sonnl, facloJ·y, dock­
yard, camp, sh~p oflice or other 
like plnc~:J, in which part ho i.s not 
eutiil~.Jd to be, 01·, 

(ii) wbcu Iu.wEully ot• uuh\w£ully in any 
~ucb place as aforesaid, either ob­
tains any document., sketch, pl111n, 
model Ot' knowledge of anything 
which he i~ not eutitlad to obtain, 
or takes withont l!~wful au.thority 
any sketch or phm, or, 

(iii) when ontside any fortress, arsenal, 
factory, dockyard or camp belong-

'. ing to Hot· Majesty, takes or u.t­
toulpts to take withotlt authority 
given by or on bebulf of Hor 
Majesty ~~ny' 8kctch Ol' pbn o~ that 
fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard 
or camp, or 

(b) where ,, person knowingly having posses· 
sion of, or control over, any such docu. 
meut, sketch, plan, model or knowledge 
us bas beon obtained or taken by means 
of any act which constitutes an offonue 
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against this Act at any time wilfttlly 
a.ud without la.wful authority communi­
cutes Qr attempt.s to communicate the 
same to any person to whom the same 
ought not, in tho interest of the State, to 
be cot:ri'lnunicnted at that t.ime, or 

(c) where n person after hn.ving been entrusted 
in contidence by somo officer under Her 
Majesty with any document., sketch, plan, 
model or inforrun.tiou relating t'l nny such 
place ns pforesaid, or to the nnval ot· 
military nfinirs of Her Mnjesty, wilfully 
a.ud in breach of ~uch confidence commu­
nicates the same when, in the interest of 
the St.ate, it ought not to be communicat. 
ed, 

he shall be punished with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 

(11?) Where n. person havlng pos~.ossion , of any 
document, sketch, plan, model or information re• 
lating to any fortress, arsenn!, factory, dockyn:rd, 
camp, ship, office or oLher hke place belo.n?mg 
to Her Majesty, 'or to the naval or mthtn.ry 
affairs of Her Majesty, in whatever manner the 
same has been obt.:dned or taken, at any 'time 
wilfully commuuicr•tcs the same to any person 
to wkom he knows t.he same ought not, in the 
interest of the State, to be communicated at 
that time, he shall be liable to -the same punish­
ment as if he committed nn offence under the 
foregoing provisions of this section. 

(3) Where a pet·son commits any ar.t declared 
by this section to be au offence, he shall, if he 
intended to communica,.te to a foreign State any 
informntion, docu·ment, sketch, plun, model or 
knowledge obtn.ined ' or taken by him, or entrust­
ed to him as aforesaid, or. if he communicates 
the same to a.uy agent of o. foreign State, be 
punished with tmnsportation for life 01' for, any 
term not less thou five years, or with imprison­
ment for o. term which may extend to two yonrs.' 

4. (1) Wbet·o n person, by means .of blis faold­
ing or havmg 1e au 

Breach of ofticinl tru•t. oflice under Her M>~esty, 

has lawfully or unlawfully either obtai net ~or; 
session of or control over any d?c~ment,. 5 e c ' 
plan or model, or acquired any mforma.ttOn, a?~ 
at :tuy time corruptly or contrary to Jus o~cm 
duty commuuicu.tcs ot· atteru p~s to corn~untcate 
t.hat document, sketch, plan, model or mforma­
tiou to any person to wltom tho same ?ug~t not, 
in the interest of the. State, or otborwtse lD , the 
public interes t, to be communicntec~ ~t thnt tune, 
he shoJI be guilty of a breach of ofhcml trust. 

(B) .A. person guilty of a breach of official 
trust shall- · 

(a) if the communication was made or attempt­
ed to be made to n. foreign State, · be 
punished with tranRportatiop for life 
or for any term not less than five yea.rs, 
or with imprisonment for a term whwh 
may extend to two years, and 

(b) iu any other case bo punished with im­
prisonment for a term which may extend 
to one year, or with fi.ne, or with both. 

(3) This section shall apply to a person hold­
in()' a contract with any department o£ the Gov­
er~ment, or with the holdet• of any office under 
Her Majesty as s[\ch holder, where such contract 
involves an obligation of sec1·ecy, and to any 
persou employed by any person. or body of per­
sons ' holr~iug such a contract who is under a like 
obligation of secrecy, as if the person holding 
the contract ,<tud the pet·sou so employed were 
respectively holders of au office undet• Het• 
Ma~esty. 

5 . .A. prosecut\on for an offence against this 
Act shall not be iustitu t­

• Restriction on prosccu, eel eKcept by or with the 
t>On. cous~ut of the Local 
Government or of the Governor-Geueral in 
Council. · 

S1'.A.'l'EMENT OF OBJECTS .A.ND REASONS. 

THE object of this Bill 'is to re-enact fot• India, mutatis ?nttlanrlis, the provisions of the Officia.l 
Secrets Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet., c. 52), which has recently been passed by Parliament. 'l'hat Statute 
applies (see section 6) to all acts made offences by it whon committed iu any part of Her Majesty's domi­
nions, or when committ~d by British o~cc;rs ot• subjects e!sewbet·~, bnt the wo.rking in India of crimi­
nal law enacted by Parliament has not mft·equently, notw1thstandmg the prov1sions of 37. & 38 Viet. 
c. 27, a, 3, been found to be beset with practic~l difficulty. Undet· these circumstances it seem~ 
desirable to take advantage of the saving for la~vs o£ British possessions contained in section 5 of th& 
Statute and re-enact it for India with such ada-ptat\ons of its language and }lenaltics as' the nomencla-. 
ture of the Indian Statute-book requires, 

7'he 9tlt October 1889. 

' . (Signed) ANDRKW R. ScoBLE, 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 
Secretary t<> the Government o£ J;ndia., 
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