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Trl E 

~nm hal];. ®nnrrnment ~~a~rftr. 
flu b I i s h c d b u ~ u t It o r i t u. 

THURSDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER 1884. 

~Sepcwate 11aging is given to this PtM·t, in Ol'(let· that it ?nn!J be Ji(ecl w; t~ sepco'IJ,le co;npilatiou. 

P .t\...1~'1' VI-

BILLS OF THE COVERNMEt~T OF INDI~. 

J~EGISLATIV-E DEPARTrtiENT. 

The following Bill wns introduced into the 
Council of the Governor Generul of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
23rd October 1884 :-

Bill No. 16 of 1884. 

A Bill to wucncl Act XXII of 1881. 

of 1881 WHEREAS it is expedient to ameutl the Excise 
·Act, -1881; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

In the said Act, after sedion !j <J., tile fullowiui 
1ection shall be inserted:- . 

" 34·A. The Local Ooverumeut may, from timO 
. . to time, invest auy police-

~·owcr 1>? mvcst pohcc- officers of or above the 
officers wtth powortt of • 
cxcisc-ofliccra. grade of head constable, 

either by name or in 
virtue of their offices, with the po\l'ers conferre•l 
Ol). excise-officers by sections 27, 28 and 29 of this 
Act ; and every ofiicct· so invested shall, lor all 
purposes connected wit,h the exercise of these · 
powers, be deemed to be an excise-officer withiu 
the meaning of this Act." 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

SECTION 46 of Act X, 1871, concsponding to section 59 of Act XXI of 1856, enabled Local Govern
ments to confer on certain police-officers powers of searching for and seizing spirituous liquors aud 
intoxicating drugs and arresting persons found in possession of them. These powers have been conferred 
and exercised up to the present time in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, and arc essential to 
the efficiency of the excise-administration, as no separate establishments for the prevention of smuggling 
are maintained in those provinces, and the land-revenue officials have little leisure for excise-duties. 

2. The excise law came under revision in 1881 and was re-enacted in a somewhat simpler form by 
Act XXII of that year. 

Section. 24 of that Act gives Collectors power to appoint persons by name or by virtue of their office 
to be officers for the collection of the excise revenue, but us police-officers are not specially mentioned 
among the persons to be so appointed, and as section 20 of Act V, 1861, precludes the exercise by them 
of any such authority, it hus been held that thay cannot be appointed to discharge excise functions, and 
that the power of so employing them conferred upon Local Governments by Act X, 1871, bas been take11. 
away by the Act of 1881. 
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3. This seems to have escaped notice when Act XXII of 1881 was passed. In the Statement of 
Objects and Rcn~ons, in the Report of the Select Committee and in· the speeches of the Hon'ble 11~ember 
in charge of the Bill, nothing whatever is said of depriving the Local Governments of the power lutherto 
enjoyed by them of employing police-officers on excise-duties. Mr. Whitley Stokes, accounting for. the 
omissions in the-Inter Act, stated that they were provided for liy other en>~ctments or were fit su bJe.cts 
for executive orders. The omission now brourrht to Jiaht does not fall under either of these categones, 
and it is impossible to suppose that a power h~ld to b~ necessary for the excise-administration was taken 
oway fro~ Local Governments by a side wiud. 

4. The Government of the North-Westem Provinces and Oudh ut·rre that the omission should now 
be rectified, and with this object the present Bill is introduced " . 

T/u: !'J3rcl Octobe1· 1884. (Signed) J. W. QUINTON. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
Secrct~try to the Government of Indin. 

JIOIIDII. Y : PJIINTIID AT i'lm OOYII:IIN:wlliT CEN:rJIAL PRESS. 
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[Published with the" Bombay Goven~ment G(tzette" on the 13th Novenibel' 1884.] 

PART VI-

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council o£ the Governor General of India for the 
purpose o£ making Laws and Regulations on the 
23rd Oct.ober 188,t :-

Bill No. 16 of 1884. 

A Bill to m;wncl .Act XXII of 1881. 

XXII f ISS! WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Excise 
0 

• Act, 1881; It is hereby enacted ns follows :-

In the said Act, after section 3·~. the following 
section shall be inserted:- · 

" 3•J.A. The Local Government may, from time 

Po\\·cr to invest police· 
olliccrs with powers of 
cxcisc-ofJiccr:~. 

to time, invest any police
officers of or above the 
grade of head constable, 
either by name or in 

virtue of their effice~. with the powers conferrecl 
ou excise-officers by sections 27, 28 and 29 of thi.'l 
Act ; and every .officer so invested shall, for nll 
purposes connected with the exercise of these 
powers, be deemed to be nn excise-officer within 
the meaning of this .Act." 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS A.ND REASONS. 

SECTION •1G of Act X, 1871, corresponding to section !i!) of Act XXI of 18uG, enabled Local Govern
ments to confer on certain police-ofHcers powers of searching for and seizing spirituous liquors and 
intoxicating drugs and arresting persons found iu possession of them. 'rhesc powers bavo been conferrccl 
:md exercised up to the llreseut time in the North-Western Provinces an<l Ouclh, an<.l arc essential to 
the efficiency of t he excise-ndm inistmtiou, as uo separate establishments for the prevention of smuggling 
are maintained in those provinces, nud the laud-revenue officials have little leisure for excise-duties. 

2. The excise law came uuder revision in 1881 and was re-enacted in a somewhat simpler form by 
Act XXII of tbnt year. 

Section 2,1 of that Act gives Collectors power to appoint persons by name or by virtue of their office 
to be officers for the collection of the excise revenue, but as policc-otriccrs nrc not specially mcntioncu 
among the persons to be so appointed, and ns section 20 of Act V, 18G1, precludes the exercise by them 
of any such authority, it has been held that thay cannot be appointed to discharge excise functions, and 
that the power of so employing them conferred upon Local Governments by Act X, 1871, has been taken 
away by the Act of 1881. 

3. This seems to have escaped notice when Act XXII of 1881 was passed. In the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons, in the Report of the Select Committee and in the speeches of the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Bill, nothing whatever is said of depriving the Local Governments of the power hitherto 
enjoyed by them of employing police-officers on excise-duties. Mr. Whitley Sto1tes, accounting for the 
omissions in the later Act, stated that they were provided £or by other enactments or were fit suiJjects 
for executive orders. · The omission now brought to light does not fall under either of these categories, 
and it is impossible to suppose that a power held to be necessary for the excise-administration wn.s taken 
away from Local Governments by a side wind. 

4. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh urge that the omission should nO\V 
be rectified, and with this object the present Bill is introduced 

Tltc fe!Jrcl October 1884. 

VI.-17-1 

(Signed) J. W. QUINTON. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
Secretary to the Govel'Ilment of India. 
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[Pt~blished 1oith the" Bombay Government Gazette" on the 20th November 188,4..] 

PART VI· 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
23rd Oct.ober 1884 :-

Bill No. 16 of 1884. 

A Bill to amcncl A ct XXII of 1881. 

XII of ISSQ W n EltEAS it is expedient to amend the E xcise 
-· Act, 1881; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

In the said Act, after section 34, the following 
section shall be inserted:-

" 34A. The Local Government may, from time 
to time, invest any police

Power to invest police· officers of or above tho 
officers with powers of !!rade of head cons'Ablc, 
cxcisc.ofl1ccrs. ..... '"" 

either by name or in 
virtue of their offices, with the powers conferred 
on excise-officers by sections 27, 28 and 29 of thi., 
Act; and every officer so invested shall, for all 
purposes connected with the exercise of these 
powers, be deemed to be an excise-officer within 
the meaning of this Act." . 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASON.S. 

S ECTIOX 46 of Act X, 1871, corresponding to sect.ion ::iD of Act XXI of 185G, enabled Local Govern
ments to confer on certain police-ofll.cers powers of searching for and seizing spirituous liquors and 
intoxicating drugs and arresting llersons found in possession or them. These powers have been conferred 
and exercised up to the present time in the North-Western Proviuces and Oudh, and are essential to 
the efficiency of th e excise-administration, as uo sep~\rato establishments for the prevention of smuggling 
are maintained in those provinces, and t he land-revenue officials have little leisure for excise-duties. 

2. The excise law came uuder revision in 1881 and was re-enacted in a somewhat simpler form by 
Act XXII of that year. 

Section 2·1 of that Act gives Collectors power to appoint persons by name or by virtue of their office 
to be officers for t he· collection of the excise revenue, but as police-officers arc not specially mentioned 
among the persons to be so appointed, and as section 20 of L\ct V, 18(il, precludes the exercise by them 
of any such authori ty, it has been held thnt thay cannot be appointed to discharge excise fuuction.s, and 
that t he power of so employing t hem conferred upon Local Govemments by Act X, 1871, !.111., been t:l.keu 
away by the Act of 1881. 

3. This seems lo hM'e escaped notice when Act XXII of 1881 was passed. In the Statement of 
Objects and Rca~oo s, in the Report of the Select Committee and in the speeches of the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Bill, nothing whatever is said of depriving the Local Govermnents of the p\)wer Jlitherto 
enjoyed by them of employing police-officers on excise-duties. Mr. Whitley Stokes, accounting for the 
omissions in the later Act, stated that they were provitled for by other enactments or were fit subjects 
for executive orders. The omission now brought to light does not fall under either of tbeso categories, 
:mel it is impossible to suppose that a power held to be necessary for the excise-administration was taken 
away from Local Govemments by a side wiud. · 

4. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh urge that the omission should now 
be rectified, and with this object the present Bill is introduced 

The ~8ra October 1884. 

VI.-17-2 

(Signed) J. W. QUINTON. 

D. FITZPATRICK, 
Seereto.ry to tho Government of India. 

BOliiBU: l'.IUJITIID ~T TIIB GOYU.'Oilll!T Cllll'IIAL PRI&I. 


