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PAR,T VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

'£he following Bill was introduced in the 
Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
20th .March 1894 :-

Bill No. 7 of 1894. 

. .A Bitt to mne11.d tkc Dckkluil£ Ag·ricultttrist.,' 
(, .. Relief Acts, 1879 to 1&8.6. 

' WnEit'EAS it is expedient to amend in manne·r 
hereinafter appearing the Dekkhan Agriculturists' 
'Relief Act.~, 1879 to 1886 ; It is hereby enacted 
as follows : -

1. {I) This Act may be called the Dekkban 
Aariculturists' Relief Act, 

Title am! commence- 1S94. and it and the 
mcnt. D kk'l • · It · ' e Jan Agncu unsts 
Relief Acts, 1879 to 1886, may bP. cited collec­
tively us the Dekklmn Agriculturists' Relief Acts, 
187!) to 189,l. 

(2) This Act shall come int.o force on the first 
day of 180 • 

2. In this Act, unless there is something re-
Definition•. pugnant in the subject or 

_r. context,-
'!~' section" menus a section, and "Cbapt.or '' a 

Chapter, of the Dekkhan Agriculturist.q' Relief 
Acts, L879 to 1X86. · 

a. Sections 8, 9, 14,16, 19 and 73, anu the last 
seventeen words of sec-

Repeal. tion 7, are ,hereby re-

pealed. 
VJ,-24 

4, To section 1 the following shall be added 

Addition to section I. 

ly:-

after the words '' Presi­
dency of Bombay," name-

,, or to any part or parts of nny other such 
district or di~tric:s . " 

Substitution or now 8CC• 

tion (or section 2. 

5. For section 2 the 
follo\'ting shall be substi­
tuted, namely,-

"2. In construing this Act, uuless there is 
something repugnant in 
the subject or context, the 

following rules shall be observed, namely:-

Construction, 

"18t,-' Agriculturist' shall be taken to mean 
n person who by himself, or by his servants, or 
by his tenants being members of hi!! family, 

· earns his livelihood wholly or princi~ly by 
agt•iculture carried on within the limits of a dis­
trict or part of a district to which this Act may 
for the time being extend, or who ordinarily 
engages per~onally in agricultural labour within 
tho~e limits. 

".Explanatio1u.-(a) An agriculturist who, 
without ·any intention of changing his status as 
!Inch, temporarily ceMes to earn his livelihood 
or to engage personally in agricultural labour 
as aforesaid does not thereby cease to be an 
agriculturist within this definition. 

"(b) An inamdar who, without himself culti­
vating his lauds, derives an income from rents 
x:eceived from his tenants is not, nor is an MBig· 
Me of Government ~~N~essment or a mortgagee, 
as such, an agriculturist within this definition. 
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. of a mortg11gec thereof 

"2nd.-- In Chapters II, III, IV and VI, and 
in section 69, the term 'agricultnrist,' when used 
with reference to any suit or procecdin~, &.h.oll 
mean a person who, when any part 'of the habthty 
which forms the subject of that suit or proceed­
ing wus incurred, was an agricultu~ist within the 
mean!ng of that word as defined m the first rule 
then m force. 

"8rtl.-An aariculturist shall be deemed to re­
side where he ~arns his livelihood or personally 
engages in agricultural labour as aforesa1d. 

"4th.~' Money' sh~ll be deemed to include 
ngricultura.J produce, implements and stock. 

"5tlt.-' Lease' shall be deemed to include a 
counterpart, kahuliyat, an undertn.king to culti­
vate or occupy and an agreement to lease. 

"6tk.-' Standing crops' shall be deemed to 
include garden-produce attached to trees or to 
the soil.'' 

Addition of new section 
after section IS. 

6. After section 13 
the following section shall 
be added, namely :-

"13A. (1) Notwithstanding anything in the 
last foregoing section, no 

Upholding of ccrtn,in agreement for the set-off 
f;"'li:.:"n!'f ~~~~~:.rn~d of profits against int~re~t 
nsseaament chnrgoa. and assessment and sum-

Jar charge~, without an 
account, made after the first day of 189 , 
shtLll be set asid'e where t.he Court is satisfied ~hat 
the bond was given for the principal sum stated as 
consideration therein, and that such sum was 
actually paid to the borrower or by his order, and 
the mortgagee has been let into actual possession 
of the property and is cultivating it himself or by 
a tenant other than the mortgagor." 

'' (~) Where any such ngreement as is mention­
ed in sub-section (1) is upheld, the accounts (if 
any} taken in the suit shall be taken in the man­
ner directed by the last foregoing section but 
subject to such agreement." 

7. To sub-se.ction (8) of section 15D the Col­
Addition to section IGD lowing shaH he added, 

(8). namely :-

. "Every decree for redemption or foreclosure o£ 
any mortgage or for the sale of any mortgaged 

property at the mstance , not being~ less than 
shllll name such future Jill)' f such decree, a.~ the 
three months _after the (ate o for the payment by 
Court may tlnnk reasonable, able under the 
the mortgagor of the nlOncf ~~! shall be made , 
decree, and uo such forelc osl take pbce beforo; 
absolute nor sho.ll any sue l sa e . '-

• the day so named." 

d f . t' 011 61 the 
8 For the first seven wor s o sec 1 b b-

. following shall e su 
Amendment o£ accoion Gl. stituted, namely:-

" 'l'he Local Government may appoint any 
officer to exercise "· 

9 In Cb:1pter XI, before section. 70, the fol-
• . 1 · n" sect10ns shall be 

Inacrtion of two scct•ons . OWl o I ._ 
in,Chnpter XI. 10serted, name Y · 

• "69A. The last clause of section 258 of the £ 8 82 
Code of Civil Procedure XIV o I , 

Bar of applicntion of sec· shall not apply to pay-
tion 258, Act XIV , 1882. ments out of Court made 

in any proceeding under this Act. . 

"69B. In taking an account i? any suit under 
this Act mterest shall be 

Rate of intcrcstnllowable awarded at the following 
on taking of ncconnt, rates: -;-

(a) the rat.e, if any, agree_d upon between the 
parties or the persons (tf any) ~brough whom 
they claim, unless such rate 1s deemed by 
the Court to be unreasonable ; or, 

(b) . if such mte is deemed by the Court un­
. reasonable, or 'if uo rate wa·s agreed up?n, or, 

when any agreement between the p:.rtlcs . or 
the persons (if any) through whom they cla1m, 
to set-off profits against interest and assess .. 
ment and similar charges without au account 
has been set aside by the. Court, such rate 
as the Court may deem reasonable." 

.10. In section 72, after the word "agricultu­
rist" where that word first 

Amendment of section occurs; the words "in any 
72• of the districts of Poona, 
Satara, Sholnpur and Ahmednaga.r," 

and in the same section, after the same word 
where that word afterwards occurs, the words "in 
any of the districts aforesaid," 

shall be added. 

STA'fEMENT OF OBJEQTS AND REASONS. 

. The object of this comparatively short Bill is to introduce into the law known as the Dekkhan 
Agriculturists' Relief !.cts a. fe\v changes suggested ·by a Commission which was appointed by the 
Government of India in 1891 to inquire into t.he working of tl1e Acts. The larger projects recommended 
by that Commission have no bearin_g upon this Bill except in one particular which will be noticed ~c­
sently, and but for one reason tho Government, of Bombay would have been quite content to leave e 
law as iL standi! and to defer the alterations now proposed until the Acts could be consolidated into ne 
enactment. The reason which mainly induces the Local Government to approach this Council now is 
"t~ ~ found in. section 4 of this Bill. ~!ready the .law permits t~e. extension. of the Acts to any other 
dJStr1cts, but 1t happens that lbe phys1cal and agncultural condttton. of vanoua talukas in the same 
district differs greatly, and the Government of Bombay in puriiuance of past policy desires only to 
·extend the Acts to those areas where they are really needed. Since this amendment required legisla­
tion, the opportunity has been taken to give effect to some of the recommendations of the Commission 
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by repealing sections 8, 9, 15, 19 and 73 of the present law. Section 14. of the existing law is onl.v 
repealed because it gains a wider applicn.tion by being transferred to Chapter XI as 69B under section 9. 
By section 5 of the Bill the definition of "agriculturist'' is slightly changed so as to make clearer 
the intention of the Legislature in the second rule and to exclude from the special law intended for 
agriculturists an owner of alienated land whose only title to he deemed au agriculturist in one of the 
districts to which the Acts apply arises from his receipt of rents from his tenants in that district. Sec-

--' · tion 6 is drafted in deference to the views of the Commission with only such conditions as appear ind is­
pensable. Section 7 provides an obviously desirl\ble interval to enable the mortgagor in certain cases to 
lind the money payable undet· a decree ; aud section 9 recognises under 69 A a practice common in the 
Dekkhan. Section 10 limits the special Limitation I"aw to the four districts in whiclt the Act runs, 
and thus endeavours to meet the recommendation of the Commission who have proposed an altera.tion in 
the general Limitation Law. The other changes require no special notice. 

1'/w 88th jlfarch 1891,. 

(Signed) W. LEE-WARNER. 

S. HARVEY JAMES, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


