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B Separate paging is given to this Part, in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation.

PART VI,

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The following Bill was introduced into the .

Council of the Governor General of India for the
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the
15th February 1876, and was referred to a Select
Committee with instructions to make their report
thereon in & month :—

Bill No. 2 of 1876.

A Bill to enable the Government of India to declare

certain coins of Native States to be a legal tender
in British India.

WHEREAS it is expedient to enable the Gover-
nor General in Council
to declare that a tender
of payment of momey, if madein certain coins
made for or issued by Native States, shall be a
legal tender in British India; It is* hereby
enacted as follows :—

1. ThisActmay be called “The Native Coinage
Act, 1876”’:

It extends to the whole
of British India:

And it shall come into
force at once.

Preamble,

Short title.

Local extent.

Commencement.

9. In this Act # Native State’ means any
Prince or State in India
in alliance with Her Ma-
jesty.

Interpretation-clause,
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3. Subject to the provisions of section four,
the Governor General in
Council may, from time
to time, by notification
in the Gazetle of India,
declare that a tender of payment of money, if
made in the coing, or the coins of any specified
metal, made for or issued by any Native State,
shall be a legal tender in British [ndia;

Power to declare that the
coins of a Native State
shall he legal tender.

and the provisions of the Indian Coinage Act,
1870, shall apply to the coins to which such noti-
fication refers, so far as such provisions are appli-
cable thercto, and save as expressly provided by
such notification.

4. The power conferred by the first clause of

section three shall beo

POWEr 103Y axereisable only when the

coins referred to, in such

notification comply with the following conditions
(that is to say)—

in the case of coins of gold, silver or bronze,

(@) their fincness is identical with that for tho
time being prescribed by law for coins of
the Government of India of the same
metal ; ;
in the case of coins whether of gold, silver,

bronze or copper,

(b) they are identical in weight with some
coins of the Government of India of the
same metal, which may for the time being
be legally coined at any Mint of the

When such
be exercised.




Government of India, or bear such relation
thereto as is approved by the Governor
General in Council ;

(c) the devices upon their obyerse and reverse
differ from the devices on coins now made
or issued by any such Native State, and
have been approved by the Governor Ge-
neral in Council ; i

(@) upon each of such coins its value in money
of the Government of India is inscribed
in the English language ;

(¢) the Native State for which they are coined
has undertaken to abstain during a term
of not less than thirty years, from coining
in its own mint gold, silver, bronze or

copper, as the case may be, and has also

undertaken that no coins resembling coins
for the time being a legal tender in British

India shall, after the expiration of the said

term, be struck under its authority or with

its permission at any place within or with-
out its jurisdiction ;

such State has formally declared that a

tender of payment of money, if made in

coins of the Government of India of the
same metal, shall be a legal tender in the

. territories subject to such State ;

(9) such State has also agreed that the law and
rules for the time being in force respecting
the cutting and breaking of coin of the
Government of India reduced in weight by
Tedsonable wearing or otherwise, or coun-
terfeit, or called i by proclamation, shall
apply to the coins made for or issued by
such State under this Act, and that it
will defray the cost of cutting and break-

ing them ; and

(f)
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(k) such State has also agreed not to issue the
same coins ‘below their nominal value,
and not to allow any discount or other
advantage to any person in order to bring
them into circulation.

5. Tt shall be lawful forany such State to send
3 to any mint in British
Py :ﬁmm:&tlho{; India metal to be made
British" Indian mint for into coin under this Act ;
coinage. and, subject to the Mint-
rules for the time being in force, and to the
provisions hereinafter contained, the Mint-master
shall receive such metal and convert it into coin,
provided that it be fit for coinage.

Nothing herein contained ‘shall be deemed to
entitle any such State to have coins made under
this Act at any Mint of the Government of India
of any metal which is not for the time being
legally coined at such Mint. ;

6. The Governor General in Council may im-
pose on the coinageof any
metul under this Act a
charge sufficientto defray
the expenses of coinage over and above the ex-
penses of assay and refining ; and the Mint-
master shall coin such metal at the charge so

imposed.

Power to impose a charge
for coinage.

-

7. The Governor Generalin Council may from

time to time, with re-
ference to the reasonable
under this Act for any requirements of the po-
fiativosteie, pulation of any Native
State, fix the maximum number of any particular
coins that shall be coined under this Act.

Power to limit num-
ber of coins to be made

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

The establishment of a uniform coinage throughout the Indian Peninsula has long been recognized
as politically and socially expedient, and the present Bill is intended to be a first step in this direction.
It proposes to enable the Governor General in Council to declare that a tender of payment of money,
if made in the coins, or the coins of any specified metal, made for or issued by any Native State shall
(subject to the provisions of the Indian Coinage Act, 1870) be a legal tender in British India.

)

e

(@)-
(OF

The power is limited by the following restrictions :—

The fineness of the coins of the Native State in question must be identical with the fineness
legally prescribed for the coins of the Government of India of the same metal : :

They must be identical in weight with some coins of the Government of India of the same
metal, which may for the time being be legally coined at any of its Mints, or bear such

relation thereto as is approved by that Government :

(c) 2
India :
(d).

The devices upon their obverse and reverse must differ from the devices on coins now
made and issued by any Native State, and have been approved by the Government of

Upon each of such coins its value in money of the Government of India must be inscribeh
in English : .

The Native State for which they are coined must have undevtaken (1) to abstain during a
term of not less than 30 years from coining in its own mint, gold, silver, bronze, or copper,
as the case may be, (2) that no coins resembling coins which are for the time being a
legal tender in British India shall, after the expiration of the'said term, be struck under -

its authority or with its permission at any place within or without its jurisdiction :

Such State must have formally declared that a tender of payment of money, if made in
coins of the Government of India of the same metal, shall be a legal tender in the terxi-
tories subject to the same State :

{e).

)
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(9). Such State must have also agreed that the rules for the time being in force respecting t@e
cutting and breaking of worn or counterfeit or called-in coin of the Grovernment of India
shall apply to the coins made or issued by such State, and that it will defray the cost of
cutting and breaking them :

. (). Such State must also have agreed not to issue the same coins below t_heir r'lomingl value,
: and not to allow any advantage to any person in order to bring them into circulation.

3. In tho case of gold coins the power to be conferred by the proposed Act will not of course be

exercised unless a tender of payment in gold coined under Act XX1IIL of 1870 has been made a logal
tender in British Tndja.

4. The Bill authorises the Native States to send proper metal to any British Indian mint to be
«coined under the proposed Act, and enables the Government of India to impose a reasonable charge
for coining it. But no such State will bo entitled to have coins made at any miut of the Government
of India of any metal not for the time being legally coined at such mint.

. 5. Lastly, the Governor General in Council is empowered to limit the number of any particular
coin to be made under the proposed Act for any Native State.

6. The Act will not be brought into force with regard to the coins of any Native State which has
ot now a mint in active operation, unless the right of such State to re-open a mint is specially recog-
nized by the Government of India. .

(Figned) ‘W. Muikz.

Calcutta, 27th January 1876. '

WHITLEY STOKES,

Sceretary to the Government of India.
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