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THE 

~nmha~ <JBnmrumruf <fBaJdtr. 
IJublillhtd lrij ~uthorit)l. 

THURSDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY 1876. 

O"Sepamte pctging is given to this Pa1·t, in m·cle?' that it may be fi,lecl as" sepamte compilation. 

PART VI. 

B I L L S 0 F T H E C 0 V E R N M E N T 0 F I N 0 I A. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following Bill was introduced into tho 
Council of the Governor General of' India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on tho 
15th February 1876, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in a: month :-

Bill No. 2 of 1876. 

A Bill to enable tlw Govenwtent of Indict to decla1·e · 
cei'l£tvn coin.s of .:J.V M~ve Stntcs .to be a legctl tencle1· 
·in British Ind·i". 

WHEREAS it ill expedient to enable the Gover-
P bl nor General in Council 

renm c. to declare that a tender 
of payment of money, if made in certo,in coins 
made for or issued by Native States, shall be a 
legal tender in British India ; It is · hereby 
enacted as follows :-

·_'r...~.:\._ 1. This Act inay be called "The Native Coinage 
- Act, 1876": 

Short title. .Jt extends to the whole 
J:.ocal cxtont. of British India : · 

And it shall come into 
Commencement. force at once. 

2. In this Act 

!Atcrpret3tion-.clause, 

YI.-77 

''Native State" means any 
Prince or State in India 
in alliance with Her ~fa
jesty. 

3. Subject to tho provisions of section four, 
the Governor General iu · 
Oouncil mu,y, fl'om time 
1 '' time, by notiJication 
i u tho Gc~zotle of lnd;,:ct, 

declare that a tender of payment of money, if 
made in the coins, or the coins of any specified 
metal, ma.ue for or issueu by any N:Ltivo State, 
slmll be a legal tencleJ' in British India; . 

Power to declare thnt the 
coins of a Nn.tivc St:Ltc 
alaall be legul tender. 

and tho· provisiqns of tho Indian Coinage Act, . 
1870, shall apply to tho coins to which such noti
fication refers, so far as such provisions are appli
cable thereto, and save us ex:pressly provided hy 
such notification. 

4. 'l'he power conferred by the first cla.nse of 
section th1·ee shall be 

When suoh power 111:\Y • • 1 1 1 h , t ) 
be cxereiaed exorc1sa) eon y w en 10 

· coins ref:el'l'ed to in such 
notification comply with tho follo,ving conditions 
(that is to say)-

in the ca-se of coins of gold, silver or bronze, 
(a) their fineness is identical with that for the 

time being prescribed by 1aw for coins of 
tho G9vornmont of India of the same 
metal; 
in the case of coins whether of gold, silver, 

,bronze or copper, 
(b) they are identical in weight with stJme 

coins of the Government of India of the 
same metal, which may for tho time being 
be legally coined at any Mint of the 



Government of India, Ol' bear such relation 
thereto as is approved by the Governor 
General in Council ; 

(c) the devices upon their obverse and reverse 
differ from the devices on coins now made 
or issued by any such Native State, and 
have been approved by the Governor Ge
neral in Council ; 

(d) upon each of such coins its value in money 
of the Government of India is inscribed 
in the English language ; 

(e) the Native State for which they are coined 
has Undertaken 'to abstain during a term 
of not less than thirty years, from coining 
in its own mint gold, silver, bronze or 
copper, as the case inay be, and has also · 
undertaken that no coins resembling coins 
fo11 the time being a legal tender in British 
India shall, after the expiration of the said 
term, be struck under its autho1~ty or with 
its permission at any place within or with
out its jurisdiction ; 

(/) such State has formally declared that a 
tender of payment of money, if made in 
coins of the Government of India of the 
same metal, shall be a legal tender in the 

. territories subject to such State; 
(g) such State has also aweed that the law and 

rules for the time bemg in force respecting 
the cutting aud breaking of coin of the 
Govemment oflndia reduced in weight by 
reasonable wearing or otherwise, or coun
terfeit, or co.lled in by procla.ma.tion, shall 
apply to the coins made for or issued by 
such State under this Act, and that it 
will defray the cost of cutting and break
ing them ; and 
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(h) such State has also agreed not to issue the 

same coins ·below their nominal value, 
and not to allow any discount or other 
advantage to any person in order to bring 
them into circulation. 

5. It shall be lawful for any such State to send 

S •- th to any mint in British 
Native tRwo au or· I di t 1 b 

ized to send metRI to • n a ':lie a to ~ made 
British· Indian mint for mto com under th1s Act ; 
coinage. and, subject to the Mint
rules for the · time being in force, and to the 
provisions hereinafter contained, the Mint-master 
shall receive such metal and convert it into coin, 
provided that it be fit for coinage. 

Nothing herein cont~ined ·shal! be deemed to 
entitle any such State to have corns made under 
this Act at any Mint of the Government of India 
of any metal which is not for the time being 
legally coined at such Mint. 

6. The Govemor General in Council may im-
. pose on the coinage of any 

Po~·er to 1mpose " charge metal under this Act a 
for colDage. charge sufficient to defray 
the expenses o£ coinage over and above the ex
penses of assay and refining ; ana the lliint
master shall coin such metal at the charge so 
imposed. 

· 7·. The Governor General in Council may from 
Power ·to limit num. time to time, with re

l>cr o! coins to he mndc ference to the reasona.ble 
under thio Act lor any requirements of the po
Nath·c State. pnlation of any Native 
State, fix the maximum num her of any particula.r 
coins that shnU be coined under this Act. 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The establishment of a unifo~ coinage throughout the Indian Peninsula has long been recognized 
ns politically and socially expedient, and the present Bill is intended to be a first step in this direction. 
It proposes to enable t.he Governor General in Council to declare that a tender of payment of money, 
if made in the .coins, or the coins of any specified metal, made for or issued by any Native State shall 
(subject to the provisions of ~he Indian Coinage Act, 1870) be a legal tender in British India. 

2. The power is limited by the following restrictions :-

(a). The fineness of the coins of the Native State in question must be identical witli the fineness 
legally prescribed .for the coins of the Government of India of the same metal : · 

(b). 

(c). 

(d). 

(e). 

(/). 

They must be identical in weight with some coins of the Government of India of the same 
metal, wltich may for the time being be legally coined at any of its Mints, or bear such 
relation thereto as is approved by that Government : 

The devices upon their obverse and reverse must differ from the devices on coins now 
ntade and issued by any Native State, and have been approved by the Government of 
India: · 

UJ>on each of such coins its value in money of the Government of India must be i.nscribecJ.. 
1n l!lnglish: .. 

The Native State for whioh they are coined must have und01·taken (1) to abstain during a 
term of not less than 30 years from coining in itS own mint, gold, silver, bronze, or copper, 
as the case may be, (2) that no coins resembling coins which are for the time bemg a 
!egal ten~er in B~tis~ India ~h~ll, after the expir!"ti?n of t~e· said .ter~n; .be. st;uck under · 
1ts e.uthonty or w1th 1ts permlSSlOn at any place wttlnn or w1thont 1ts Jur1sdict10n : 

Bu~h State must have f<?rmally declared that a tender of payment of moue~, if made i;n 
coma of the Government of India of the same metal, shall be a legal tender 1n the tern
tones subject t.o the same State : 
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(g). Such State must have also agreed that the rules for ~he time being in force respecting the 
cutting and breaking of worn or c~unterfeit or called-in coin of t~e <=!"overnment of India 
shall apply to the coins made or 1ssued by such State, and that 1t wlil defray the cost of 
cutting and breaking them : 

(h). Such State must also liavo a~eed not to issue the same coins below their nominal value, 
and not to allow any ndvnnt~ge to any person in order to bring them into circulation. 

~· 1n .tho case of gold coins the power to be conferred by tho propo~ed Act will not of course be 
exerciSed unless a tender of payment in gold coined under Act XXIII. of 1870 hns been made a legal 
tender in British India. 

· . 4. Tho Bill authorises the Na~ive States to send proper metal to any British Indian mint to be 
.come~ ~nder the proposed Ac~, and enables the Government of India to impose. a reasonable charge 
for co~mg it. But no such State will be entitled to have coins mncle at any mint of the Government 
of Indta of any metal not for the time beiug legally coineclat such mint. 

. 5. Lastly, the Governor General in Council is empowered to limit the number of nny particular 
com to be made under tho proposed Act for any Native State. 

6. The Act will not bo brought into force with rcgnnl to the coins of any Native State which has 
U?t now a mint in active operation, unless the right of such State to re-open n mint is specially recog
mzed by the Government of India. 

(Signed) W . MurK. 

Calcutta, 27th Jam~cwyl876. 
WHI'l'LEY STOKES, 

Secreta.ry to the Govermnent of India. 


